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Tidewater Community 
College celebrates Black 
History Month 2023 with 
a keynote event featur-
ing Tidewater African 
Cultural Alliance present-
ing Afro Mania with the 
spotlight on Ethiopia. 

The event is a fully 
immersive cultural 

experience and is from 
2-4:30 p.m. Feb. 11 at the 
Joint-Use Library on the 
Virginia Beach Campus. 

The event includes 
an address by Beserat 
Debebe, a graphic nov-
elist and founder of Etan 
Comics, which features 
epic stories, African cre-
ators and “comics for 
every fan.”

In building Etan 
Comics, Debebe has 

also been building a 
world of African fanta-
sy and superhero stories. 
It’s been something he’s 
wanted to do since com-
ing to the United States 
in 2004. He spent his 
early days in libraries and 
bookstores reading com-
ics and graphic novels. 
After a few years in the 
corporate world, he found 
the courage to launch his 
dream. 

The national theme for 
this year’s commemora-
tion is Black Resistance: 
Past, Present and Future. 
During February, TCC 
plans to host Black 
History Month activities 
and events on its cam-
puses. 

For more information 
and for accommodations, 
email vsc@tcc.edu.  

BY MATTHEW HATFIELD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For a King’s Fork boys 
basketball team that is 
widely considered the 
strongest in the area with 
a 34-4 mark dating back 
to the start of the 2021-22 
campaign, the expectations 
and goals are rather sim-
ple. It’s to be the final team 
standing in March at VCU 
at the Class 4 level.

Unlike the King’s Fork 
girls team that got to cel-
ebrate its title at the Siegel 
Center in Richmond last 
March, the boys did not 
get that same opportu-
nity back in 2020 when 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic canceled the scheduled 
Class 4 Final between 
the Bulldogs and Manor 
High out of Portsmouth. 
The VHSL named them 
co-state champions.

There is one holdover 
from that squad hoping to 
get to celebrate this time 
and that is 6-foot-3 senior 
guard Ryan Hite, son of 
Bulldogs head coach Rick 

Hite.
Ryan has played with 

some exceptional play-
ers during his career at 
King’s Fork, most nota-
bly the likes of Division 
I talents such as Jayden 
Epps (Illinois), George 
Beale (Norfolk State) 
and Quentin Livingston 
(Hampton). Yet, there is 
something special about 
the 2022-23 edition of 
Bulldogs.

“I think this is the most 
brotherhood we’ve had as 
far as a team goes. We’re 
playing for something. 
That loss last year was 
motivation,” Hite said in 
reference to the 84-68 loss 
to Varina that ended his 
junior season at 24-1 over-
all.  

“We have like four 
newcomers, so most of 
the team was on that state 
semifinals team that lost,” 
he said. “We’re all playing 
as hard as we can just to 
get back there and go fur-
ther this time.”

Ryan also is seeking 
the right fit to continue 

his basketball career at the 
collegiate level. He recent-
ly indicated that Virginia 
State University is “prob-
ably in the lead,” for the 
time being, but is no rush 
to make a decision and 
will listen to all opportu-
nities at the various levels 
– Division I, II and III.

“I’m just looking for a 
school that’s home and 
feels like this here [at 
King’s Fork],” said Ryan, 
who most enjoys watching 
NBA players such as Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander of the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
and Gary Payton Jr. from 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
on television.   

“A school is getting a 
defender who can do it all, 
score the ball when needed 
and be a leader,” he said.
Freshman dazzling 
for Nansemond River 
ladies

Freshman Jordin 
Richardson is having 
quite a sensational season 
for the Lady Warriors. 
Through 12 games, she’s 

averaging 24.8 points, 5.3 
rebounds and 2.6 steals 
per game for a team that 
has started 7-5 overall. 
That’s a big improvement 
for a Nansemond River 
girls basketball team that 
went just 3-15 overall and 
notched just one district 
victory.

Richardson recently 
erupted with 31 points and 
10 rebounds in a 70-22 
non-district win over 
Bruton that followed up 
her 39-point, 13-rebound 
effort in a 59-54 loss to 
Great Bridge.

After a 2-3 start, Leroy 
Skinner’s team has won 
five of its past seven games, 
doing so with a majori-
ty of ninth graders play-
ing major minutes. Layla 
Stewart is the lone senior 
logging starter minutes and 
averages 10.3 points per 
game.  Of their top ten 
scorers, four are freshmen 
and three are sophomores.
Tip-ins
4The Nansemond 

River Warriors boys bas-
ketball team dropped to 

9-4 overall on Jan. 20 with 
a hard-fought 71-69 home 
loss to Great Bridge. Yet 
in the game, senior for-
ward Chris Hayes turned 
in another splendid per-
formance, registering 24 
points, 13 rebounds and 
five blocks.

For the season, Hayes 
is averaging right around 
14.7 points and 11.5 
rebounds per game.

Nansemond River, 
which led by eight after 
the first quarter and 30-26 
at half-time, fell behind by 
10 points with under seven 
minutes to play. Even 
with 0.4 seconds left, the 
Warriors had a chance to 
send the game into over-
time or win in regulation 
when they were fouled on 
a three-pointer. But they 
were plagued by 7-of-21 
shooting at the charity 
stripe compared to 22-for-
26 for Great Bridge, which 
won its eighth in a row to 
move to 11-3 overall.
4The King’s Fork girls 

cruised to a 104-24 win 
over Hickory Jan. 20 as 

junior guard Cyriah Griffin 
had 33 points, while fresh-
man Zaniyah Williams 
added a career-best 32 
points. It marked the fourth 
time since 2017 that the 
King’s Fork girls hit for 100 
points or more in a game.
4A showcase event – 
Battle Lines V – takes 
place on Saturday, Jan. 
28 at King’s Fork High 
School. There are five 
games, beginning at 1 
p.m. with Deep Creek vs. 
Hampton, followed by 
Grassfield vs. Green Run 
at 2:30 p.m., Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy taking 
on Kecoughtan at 4 p.m., 
and undefeated Menchville 
playing Meadowbrook at 
5:30 p.m.. To close the 
night, the King’s Fork 
girls will host undefeated 
Northeastern out of North 
Carolina at 7 p.m. with the 
King’s Fork boys playing 
Northeastern in the 8:30 
p.m. nightcap. Tickets are 
$10 with kids ages 5 and 
under allowed in for free.

Hite driven to steer KFHS Bulldogs to title

TCC celebrates Black History Month

Campus events include: 
Feb. 1: ThinkFast Game Show – Black History Month Edition, 12:30 p.m., 

Chesapeake Campus Student center. Test your knowledge during this in-person triv-
ia game show. Enjoy this interactive game and learn facts related to Black History 
Month. Compete for a chance to win cash prizes.

Feb. 1: Black History Month Heroes, virtual, all-day. Students have the oppor-
tunity to share photos and details about someone who has made an impact on their 
lives. 

Feb. 2: Pop-up library – Reading is Fundamental and Open Mic Outreach, 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m., Norfolk Campus Student Center lobby. Check out our books aligned 
with the Black History Month theme of Black Resistance. This event is held in 
conjunction with the Friends of the TCC Library Initiative.

Feb. 2: Camaraderie – For Veterans, Military-Affiliated Students and the 
Community, noon-1 p.m., Norfolk Campus Student Center lobby. Join history 
professor Jeff Acosta for a conversation about his life, service and interests in local 
Black history. Acosta is a historian with a varied background that includes 38 years 
of military service. He also spent 11 years as curator for the MacArthur Memorial. 

Feb. 11: Keynote Event TACA Afro Mania: Ethiopia Address with Guest Speaker 
Beserat Debebe, 2-4:30 p.m., Joint-Use Library, Virginia Beach Campus. Join us 
for an afternoon full of immersive cultural experience with guest speaker Beserat 
Debebe, creator, writer and publisher with Etan Comics, home of the African super-
hero. Presented in partnership with Tidewater African Cultural Alliance, Hampton 
Roads Community Foundation and Virginia Beach Public Schools. 

Feb. 15: Finding Your Roots: Genealogy Workshop, 12:30-1:20 p.m., Slover 
Library. Come and research your personal history. This workshop is facilitated 
by Troy Valos, head librarian and archivist. Registration required. Contact Alicia 
Peoples at apeoples@tcc.edu.

Feb. 16: Virginia African American Cultural Center Information Session, noon, 
Norfolk Campus Student Center. Meet Executive Director Tamar Smithers and 
learn about the work of the center. 

Feb. 21: Movie and discussion, 11 a.m., Virginia Beach Student Center. Students 
will watch a movie related to Black History Month, followed by a round-table dis-
cussion with faculty members.  

Feb. 21: Panel discussion on race relations: Micro-Misconceptions of the 
Generational Norms in Today’s Society, noon-1:30 p.m., Portsmouth Campus 
Student Center . The panel discussion will focus on topics including bridging the 
gap and navigating the misconceptions and cultural biases in education and in the 
workplace. Also, the group will discuss threatening speech and the native tongue.  
The panel includes professors from Norfolk State University. 

Feb. 22: Black Stories Movie Marathon, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Norfolk Campus Student 
Center. 

Feb. 23: Movie and discussion, noon-2 p.m., Portsmouth Student Center Theater. 
Join us as we screen the film “The Untold Story of Emmett Louis Till” by Keith 
Beauchamp.  Discussion to follow the viewing. 

Feb. 23: Mardi Gras Masquerade Ball, 8 p.m., Chesapeake Campus Student 
Center.

Feb. 27: Agency and empowerment with guest speaker Kim Sudderth, 11 a.m., 
Norfolk Campus Student Center. Come and learn about Black resistance and social 
movements through a facilitated conversation. 

Feb. 28: Movie and discussion, noon - 2 p.m., Portsmouth Campus Student 
Center Theater. Join us as we screen the film “Underground Railroad” by Susan 
Michaels.  Discussion to follow the viewing.

Feb. 28: Black History Month Celebration, 5:30 p.m., Virginia Beach Student 
Center. Celebrate Black History Month with fellow students, faculty, staff and 
members of the community.
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Suffolk News-HeraldCelebrating 150yrs King’s Fork girls 
beat undefeated 
Northeastern  3

1965: Rosa Parks seated in the front of a public bus representing the end of segregated buses and her role in the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Sparked by the 
arrest of Rosa Parks on December 1, 1955, the 13-month mass protest ended with the U.S. Supreme Court ruling that segregation on public buses is uncon-
stitutional. (J. Maschhoff)
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Transit Equity Day is a 
National Day of Action com-
memorating the importance of 
investing in public transit for 
the benefit of all citizens, pro-
moting public transit as a civil 
right and a strategy to combat 
climate change.

It also calls attention to the 
work of public transit rider Rosa 
Parks, commemorating her life 
and legacy as her birthday is 
Feb. 4.

To mark Transit Equity Day, 
on Friday, Feb. 3, Suffolk 
Transit is offering free bus and 
para-transit rides, officials said 
in a news release.

 “Suffolk Transit is proud to 
commemorate Ms. Parks by 
participating in Transit Equity 
Day. As well, we are intently 
focusing our efforts on expand-
ing services and becoming more 
sustainable,” Suffolk Transit 
Manager Maria Ptakowski said.  
“We are excited to introduce 
two electric buses in the near 
future as part of a state grant we 
recently received.”  

 In August 2022, Suffolk 
Transit received a $565,000 
grant from the Department of 
Transportation’s Fiscal Year 
2022 Low or No Emission 
Vehicle Program that supports 
the addition of the two new 
electric buses and charging sta-
tions to the Suffolk Transit fleet, 
according to the news release.

For more information about 
Suffolk Transit, call 757-214-
6442.

Suffolk Transit celebrates Equity Day with free service

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

It was a sunny Saturday 
morning as the 37th annual 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
Art Show and Sale held its open-
ing reception to the delight of the 
many who attended. 

The academy’s first in-person 
art show since the pandemic, the 

Jan. 28 event opened with a vast 
collection of artworks on display 
and for sale throughout the school 
hallways created by Virginia-
based artists and beyond. 

Assistant Academy Director of 
Advancement Melissa Hlinovsky 
shared a bit of the enthusiasm 
she and Nansemond-Suffolk 
Academy staff had for the event. 

“We are just so excited,” said 

Hlinovsky. She said more than 
170 sponsors attended Friday 
night’s opening reception.

“We’ve got over 160 artists 
in the show and many of them 
are here with us today at the 
opening reception,” she said. 
“We are showcasing not only 
flatart, including pastels, oils, 

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk Sheriff’s Office 
has announced it is accepting 
applications for the Virginia 
Sheriffs Institute Scholarship 

for upstanding Virginia-based 
college students majoring in 
criminal justice. 

Since 1994, the Sheriff’s 
Office has provided the VSI 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
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Two men were shot early 
Monday morning in an inci-
dent in the 100 block of 
Charles Street, leaving one 

in critical condition.
Suffolk 911 Center 

received a call about a per-
son suffering from a gun-
shot wound at 12:29 a.m. 

Creativity on display 
at NSA Art Show and Sale

Two men injured in 
Charles Street shooting

Scholarships announced

See ART, 10See SCHOLARSHIPS, 6

See SHOOTING, 6

See BASKETBALL, 10

JAMES W. ROBINSON/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Many attendees came in during the beginning hours to view and purchase art. This was NSA’s first in-person Art Show since 
the pandemic.

BY MATTHEW HATFIELD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Generally, junior varsi-
ty boys and girls basketball 
games feature freshmen and 
sophomores honing their skills 
to prepare for the future at the 
varsity level in the coming 

seasons. 
On Saturday, Jan. 21, it was 

supposed to be an ordinary 
junior varsity girls basketball 
game at Nansemond River 
High School as the Warriors 
played host to Churchland 

Coach impersonates 
JV basketball player
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acrylics, but also multime-
dia featuring glass, pottery, 
jewelry, woodturning. So, 
there’s something here for 
every customer that walks 
through our doors.”

The 2023 featured art-
ist Shade Maret spent time 
visiting with those who 
turned out  and also took 
the time to discuss being a 
part of the previous night’s 
sponsors’ reception and the 
opening.

“Last night there was a 
lot of energy with all the 
sponsors at the party and 
that was really fun to be a 
part of that — in the school 
where they really do value 
the arts,” Maret said. “All 
of this goes back into the 
arts which is pretty phe-
nomenal.” 

She was pleased with 
Saturday too.

“And then this morning 
we’re off to a strong start,” 
she said. “It’s a beautiful 
day and we’ve already had 
a lot of traffic.”

Maret said it was excit-
ing to see so many embrace 
the love for the arts, wheth-
er they were volunteers, 
employees or patrons 
attending the event.

“For all the kids who 
maybe aren’t going to be 
artists or do any kind of art 
as they go on, but will have 
the appreciation and it will 
go with them,” she said.

Hlinovsky said she 
hopes people’s love for art 
will further blossom after 
attending this event.

“We hope to showcase 
one of the best regional 
art shows in our area in 
Hampton Roads and we 
hope that our artists and 
our patrons and all of our 
supporters walk away with 
just wonder of the amazing 
artwork that is here and 
the fact that our school, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy can showcase an 
art show of this magni-
tude,” Hlinovsky said. “It’s 
definitely a labor of love, 
this art show.”

Pulling the event togeth-
er required more than 100 
volunteers, she said.

“We have our co-chairs 
Mary Kemple Henderson 
and Camille Harrell who 
have been outstanding. Our 

Office of Advancement 
and all of our volunteers 
have worked tirelessly to 
put on the show. Do know 
that our artists are always 
so thankful for the work 
that goes into this and we 
appreciate everything they 
do on their end to help 
make this show so suc-
cessful.”

The 37th annu-
al Nansemond-Suffolk 
Academy Art Show and 
Sale continues through 
Feb. 5. Gallery shopping 
is located at the Main 
Campus Lower School 
Lobby at 3373 Pruden 
Boulevard with online 
shopping being available 
at nsaartshow.com.

For more information, 
go to nsacademy.org/arts/
art-show-and-sale.

Art: Sale
Continued from page 1

Basketball: Coach impersonates player, loses job
Continued from page 1

from nearby Portsmouth. 
What transpired was any-
thing but typical. 

 Arlisha Boykins, a 
22-year-old who was an 
assistant coach on the 
Churchland junior varsi-
ty girls basketball team, 
decided to impersonate a 
13-year-old who partici-
pated for the Truckers.  

 The parents of the 
unidentified 13-year-old 
indicated that their daugh-
ter was away at a club 
basketball tournament.  

 No Churchland admin-
istrators were in atten-
dance at the junior varsity 
game between the visit-
ing Truckers and Warriors 
when this unprecedented 
occurrence took place.

Administrators inves-
tigated the situation and 
reported all findings to 
the Virginia High School 
League without any penal-
ties levied as of this point.  
However, Churchland 
administrators decided to 
terminate the coaching 

staff for both the junior 
varsity and varsity girls 
basketball teams.  A 
spokesperson indicated 
that Boykins no longer is 
employed by Portsmouth 
Public Schools with her 
last day of working com-
ing on Jan. 25.

Additionally, the 
Churchland girls varsity 
and junior varsity teams 
have decided to opt out of 
the remainder of the 2022-
23 campaign.

While Churchland’s 

season is over for its 
junior varsity and varsi-
ty girls basketball teams, 
Nansemond River has 
returned to some normal-
cy.  The junior varsity girls 
at NRHS will play four 
more district games - at 
home vs. Lakeland (Feb. 
2), at King’s Fork (Feb. 
6), vs. Oscar Smith (Feb. 
10) and at Western Branch 
(Feb. 14) along with out-
of-district matchups at 
Franklin (Feb. 4) and at 
New Kent (Feb. 8).

JAMES W. ROBINSON/
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Various Virginia artists work 
were a part of the show.
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The Suffolk Sheriff’s Office helped 
to spread the love on Valentine’s 
Day as they worked with students 
across the city to provide cards for 
seniors. Pictured above, members 
of the sheriff’s staff are pictured 
picking them up from students at 
Elephant Fork Elementary School. In 
back, from left, are Deputy Morgan 
Olson, Deputy Major David Miles 
and Deputy Veronica Vaughan. The 
students pictured, from left, are 
Featured Classes Kedra Smith’s 
first graders, Alexis Davis’ first 
graders, Lynnette Phillips’ first grad-
ers, Morgan Dietz’s first graders, 
Caren Bueshi’s reading class and 
Meredith Kerr’s art class. As the 
Sheriff’s Office also collected cards 
from Nansemond Suffolk Academy. 
Pictured in the back Deputy Veronica 
Vaughan, Deputy Major David Miles 
and Deputy Morgan Olson. NAS stu-
dents, from left, are Riley Barbier, 
Dana Myers, Magnus Thigpen, 
Essence Velazquez, Grayson 
Thompson, Juliana Samonte, 
Gabby Jeffery and Connor Zydron. 
Later in the day, the sheriff’s staff 
delivered Valentine’s Day cards to 
residents at Concordia Nursing and 
Rehabilitation. Pictured in back are 
Deputy Ishia Davis, Deputy Morgan 
Olson, Deputy Major David Miles and 
Deputy Jaylin Green. Concordia res-
idents, from left, are Helen Rabey, 
Carol Jones, Nancy Laslo and Chris 
Hathaway.

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Public Schools is 
entering into a new partnership 
with 21st CentEd to bring an 
educational program that pro-
vides comprehensive education 
in science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics — 
referred to as STEM.

Superintendent Dr. John B. 
Gordon made the announce-
ment during the Thursday, Feb. 
9 School Board meeting, say-
ing this new program will work 
with students in kindergarten 
through 12th grades to prepare 
them for the future and its auto-
matic-based world. 

“We are extremely excited 
about this opportunity in our 
partnership with 21st CentEd 
STEM Century,” Gordon said. 
“We are looking to not only 
improve science SOL scores to 
increase our total number of 
STEM activities and resources, 
[but] to provide additional com-
munity partnerships and intern-
ships for our students that will 
lead to economic and workforce 
development.”

21st CentEd Founder and 
Chief Executive Officer Marlon 
Lindsay’s presentation focused 
on today’s technology-based 
society and how current jobs 

 BY MATTHEW HATFIELD
 CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
grad Cole Christiansen, a line-
backer who starred at Army 
after his playing days for the 
Saints, is a member of the prac-
tice squad for the NFL’s Kansas 
City Chiefs, who outlasted the 
Philadelphia Eagles 38-35 to 
win Super Bowl LVII.

Cole’s mother was able to 
make the trip to the Sunday Feb. 
12 game and reflected on the 
once-in-a-lifetime experience 
that culminated at State Farm 
Stadium in Glendale, home of 
the Arizona Cardinals.

“It was pretty incredible,” 
Monica Christiansen said. “The 
Hunt family that owns the 
Chiefs is a class act organiza-
tion. They coordinated to get 
families and treat every player 
equally in those terms. They 
may have different salaries, but 
all of them are equal when it 
comes to being on the team and 
treated that way. That’s really 
special.” 

She said they got to stay at 
the team hotel, had all kinds of 
functions for friends and fam-
ilies to make them feel special

“It was very seamless. Coming 
from Suffolk and going to some-
thing like the Super Bowl blind 
would’ve been overwhelming,” 

NSA Grad gets Super Bowl ring

SPS and
21st CentEd 
partner for 

STEM

Spreading the Love

See STEM, 9

See SUPERBOWL, 9See WATER, 12

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Public Utilities is 
taking steps to maintain the 
water quality of the city’s 
water distribution system.

During the Feb. 1 City 
Council meeting, Suffolk 
Director of Public Utilities 
Paul Retel reported on a new 
drinking water distribution 
system maintenance proce-
dure that will take place over 
a three-week period, March 
8-29. 

“This is a Southampton 
Roads regional effort, it’s 
not just a Suffolk effort that 
involves the conversion of 
the water disinfectant we 
currently use in our drink-
ing water system to another 
form,” Retel said.

Ahead of the upcoming 
procedure, Retel explained 
the process so that the public 
can better understand and be 
prepared and informed about 
the procedure.

“The water distribution 
system is required by law 
to have a disinfectant in the 
water system, and that is to 
reduce the amount of patho-

gens in the water system,” 
he said. “The water distribu-
tion systems in most public 
drinking water systems in 
the United States use a chlo-
rine-based disinfectant. So 
prior to the year 2000, the 
Southampton Roads com-
munities  — Virginia Beach, 
Norfolk, Chesapeake, 
Portsmouth, Suffolk, used 
chlorine. Just chlorine — it’s 
called ‘free chlorine.’”

Retel discussed further 
how in 2000, there was a 
conversion to a new chlo-
rine-based disinfectant 
called chloramine.

“Chloramine is a com-
bination of chlorine and 
ammonia. And the reason 
the region wants that is chlo-
ramine is a much better dis-
infectant in a variety of dif-
ferent ways - one is it lasts 
longer in the system,”  Retel 
explained. “So it lasts longer 
to the farther reaches of the 
distribution system. So it’s 
put in the water, at the water 
treatment plants, where we 
treat the water.” 

He said the City of 

Suffolk enhances 
water quality with 

maintenance procedure

SUBMITTED BY MONICA CHRISTIANSEN 

Former Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
football star Cody Christiansen, now 
with the Kansas City Chiefs, is pic-
tured here with his mother, Monica, 
just after his team won Super Bowl LVII 
in Phoenix, Arizona. Monica, husband 
David and their daughter Paige traveled 
to show their support for the Chiefs in 
their defeat of Philadelphia, 38-25



WWW.SUFFOLKNEWSHERALD.COM WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2023 | PAGE 9

COME JOIN US FOR 
VIRTUAL SERVICES ON SUNDAY

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
To view a live stream

of Sunday Service
www.MetropolitanBaptist1.org

Regular Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 AM

NOW OFFERING TELEPHONE SERVICE ON SUNDAY - FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AND WORSHIP SERVICES. (757) 539-2696

Isle of Wight Academy

Open House

For more information, please contact Joseph Whitley, Admissions Director, 
at 757-357-3866 or via e-mail at josephwhitley@iwacademy.com

Isle of Wight Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic, national, or religious origin.

Come Learn How Isle of Wight Academy is
Building For The Future!

3 Year Old Preschool-12th Grade
Registration in the Jester Gymnasium, Wed. March 1st, 6:30-8:30pm

17111 Courthouse Hwy, Isle of Wight, VA 23397

CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOOK
More Space, More Product 

MORE GUNS!
STOP BY THE STORE TODAY!

Christiansen said. “Parking 
would’ve been a night-
mare. They coordinat-
ed with shuttle buses for 
everybody coming togeth-
er, to an incredible pre-
game experience for just 
friends and families of the 
Chiefs, and helped navi-
gate everyone to get into 
the stadium.”  

This Super Bowl also 
marked the first time each 
franchise featured service 
academy players, and in 
this particular case, two 
Army West point officers. 
Brett Toth, a lineman for 
the Eagles, is a 2018 grad 
from West Point who 
was once a teammate of 
Christiansen. 

“We’re really proud that 
Cole is the one that gets 
the ring,” Christiansen 
said.  “The atmosphere 
there was phenomenal, 
weather was great and 
everything was wonder-
ful. The postgame cele-
bration was fun also.”

Superbowl: Family cheers on Chiefs
Continued from page 1

STEM: Program to prepare students for jobs
Continued from page 1

will either disappear or 
change due to robotics, 
artificial intelligence and 
virtual technology. The 
presentation featured 
a YouTube video titled 
“The Future of Work: 
Will Our Children Be 
Prepared?” which dis-
played robotics, auto-
matic-driving vehicles, 
Amazon drone deliveries 
and various other jobs 
being automated.

“We are at, what I like 
to describe as an inflec-
tion point in human devel-
opment, and that’s a big 
statement,” said Lindsay. 
“But it’s a true statement, 
because the world that 
we’re living in today is a 
world that we’re not pre-
pared to live in.” 

Eventually, he said 
school districts and their 
communities are going to 
feel pressure from parents 
from both the community 
and industry to say “Hey, 
send me some students 
who are ready to do this 
work that we have at our 
disposal.” Students aren’t 
just going to be left out, 
they are going to be abso-
lutely left behind.

“We have an issue, 
whether it’s here in 
Suffolk or across the 
United States. We don’t 
have enough teachers, let 
alone STEM teachers, to 

make sure all of our stu-
dents — and when I say 
all, I mean 100 percent 
of our students are ready 
for the rest of the 21st 
Century,” Lindsay said. 
“So we need a new way, 
and a part of that issue is 
a lack of comprehensive 
planning.”

Lindsay provided data 
on the gap in skills, show-
ing that there are current-
ly 695,000 computer sci-
ence jobs that are unable 
to be filled and that by 
2028, there will be 2.78 
million data science and 
analytics jobs that will 
need workers. The pre-
sentation showed data 
that Virginia has 31,622 
available computing jobs 
with only 2,679 computer 
science graduates ready 
for the jobs. Lindsay 
spoke on the issue of how 
21st century children are 
being taught by 20th cen-
tury adults who use 19th 
century techniques.  

“The solution is we 
need a comprehensive 
STEM solution which 
means all kids are in 
STEM early, often, and 
everywhere,” Lindsay 
said.

He ended his pre-
sentation with anoth-
er YouTube video titled 
“ACES International — 
Summer of STEM” that 

focused on students learn-
ing robotics technology 
from a PE teacher.  

“In the rest of the 21st 
century, particularly the 
STEM teacher shortage 
and the teacher shortage 
in general, all our teach-
ers kind of have to go 
back to the way things 
were,” Lindsay said. “All 
of our teachers are teach-
ing everything. This inte-
grative approach to edu-
cation is what we need, 
and is what you’re doing 
here in Suffolk.”

He said his organization 
is excited about working 
with Suffolk schools and 
they’re excited about the 
partnership. 

“I will say this — only 
two and a half percent of 
the school districts across 
the country are doing this 
work,” he said. “That’s 
the education innovation 
cycle. Two and a half per-
cent and 13 and a half 
percent. You are in it, so 
congratulations, we’re 
excited to be working 
with you.”

Board Chairman Tyron 
D. Riddick of the Suffolk 
Borough shared his 
excitement for the proj-
ect.

“I am extremely grate-
ful because I love STEM, 
I love CTE, I love being 
able to push our students 

forward in the right direc-
tion,” Riddick expressed.

Board member and 
Dawn Marie Brittingham, 
Ed.D., of Holy Neck 
Borough also said the 
project is important.

“I’m really excit-
ed about this program 
because I have recently 
been having conversa-
tions about that cross-
over between getting kids 
ready for college, but 
equipping them to step 
out into the workforce,” 
said Brittingham. “And 
this right here will equip 
them with that. It will 
give them the ability to 
come out of high school 
with a very marketable 
skill and if they choose 
to go into college at that 
point, they can but if not, 
they can step right into 
the workforce and start 
becoming contributing 
members of our society.”

BY MATTHEW HATFILED
SUFFOLK NEWSHERALD

The King’s Fork 
Bulldogs are blowing 
through the competi-
tion in the Southeastern 
District like few have 
done so before.

Teams have gone 
unbeaten in Southeastern 
District play before, 
including last year’s 
Bulldogs. King’s Fork 
was a perfect 18-0 in 
district play in both 
2008-09 and 2009-10. 
Nansemond River also 
went unblemished in 
league games at 16-0 in 
2005-06.

But it’s hard to recall 
a team winning by the 
margins that this 2022-
23 King’s Fork squad 
has, defeating its first 
11 SED opponents by 
a whopping average of 
31.6 points per game. 
Every victory has been 
convincing by dou-
ble-figures with the clos-
est call being a 68-50 
triumph over Western 
Branch Dec. 16.  

At home Feb. 10, 
the Bulldogs handled 
Western Branch 71-47 
behind a near triple-dou-
ble from senior guard 
Sam Brannen, who fin-
ished with 21 points, 
10 rebounds and seven 
assists.

“We’re still peaking,” 
said Bulldogs coach 
Rick Hite, who had a 
pretty good idea his team 
would be very compet-
itive and balanced with 
several returnees from 
their squad that reached 
the state semifinals last 
March.  

“We wanted to find 
out who we are as a 
team,” Hite said. “We 
knew we’d have good 
chemistry. We knew we 
had a lot of guys back 
and we’d be good defen-
sively. We didn’t know 
how we’d go about our 
scoring. We’re final-
ly finding out rotations 
with the first five, the 
next group in and so 
forth.”

The insertion into the 
starting lineup of 6-foot-
3 sophomore guard 
Adarius Boston has paid 
dividends to the point 
where the Bulldogs are 
averaging 68.2 points 
per game and even more 
lethal offensively than 
before. It has enabled 
seniors such as Brannen, 
Ryan Hite and Kaleb 
Brown – along with 
rangy 6-foot-5 junior 
wing Zekhi Darden – to 
fill their roles to a tee.

“Boston being in the 
lineup earlier at the start 
of games gives us imme-
diate scoring punch. 
Ryan has stepped up and 
been on a double-double 
streak, or right around 
there and close to it in 
several games. Sam has 
been a facilitator, scor-
er or whatever we’ve 
needed,” added Hite. 
“Kaleb is shooting the 
ball incredibly well.  
Then there’s Zekhi, who 
sometimes gets forgot-
ten about, and that’s 
crazy. He does every-
thing and he does it 
without needing praise, 
and the whole group is 
like that.  That has been 
easy to coach. Elijah 
Walker, Dashawn Lucas 

and Bryson Barber give 
us a lot off the bench 
and would be starters at 
other places.”

King’s Fork is expect-
ed to leap ahead of 
Smithfield (18-5) for the 
top seed in the upcoming 
Region 4A Tournament.

Warriors, Cavaliers 
gearing up for postsea-
son play

King’s Fork isn’t 
the only Suffolk bas-
ketball team gear-
ing up for tournament 
action. Nansemond 
River recently clinched 
a berth in the Region 
5B Tournament, which 
begin at Norview High 
School in Norfolk with 
quarterfinal games Feb. 
21.

The Warriors – who 
entered their regular sea-
son finale vs. Western 
Branch with a 14-7 over-
all record – will either 
be the No. 5 or No. 6 
seed. A win gives them 
the No. 5 seed. Their 
first round opponent will 
be either Woodside from 
Newport News or Maury 
of Norfolk, hinging on 
the outcome of Maury’s 
regular season finale vs. 
Eastern District rival 
Booker T. Washington 
Feb. 16.

As for Lakeland, the 
Cavaliers gained their 
sixth victory of the sea-
son by beating Hickory 
59-36 and seventh when 
they defeated Deep 
Creek 63-54 Feb. 10 
behind a double-dou-
ble of 26 points and 11 
rebounds from Ashton 
Holland-Lane.

Entering play on Feb. 
14, Lakeland is posi-

tioned as the No. 9 seed 
with a power rating of 
3.47, trailing Colonial 
Heights (3.5) and just 
ahead of York (3.05).  
The region tourney starts 
on Feb. 20 in Region 3A 
with the semifinals tak-
ing place on Sat. Feb. 25 
at the Norfolk Scope and 
finals on Tues. Feb. 28.

Tip-Ins:
Two freshmen on 

the girls basketball side 
continue to put up huge 
numbers for Nansemond 
River. Jordin Richardson 
filled the stat sheet with 
35 points, 10 rebounds 
and four steals in a 52-33 
win over Oscar Smith. 
Fellow ninth grader 
Aaniyah Custis collected 
10 rebounds in the victo-
ry. A 60-7 rout of Granby 
on Feb. 13 moved them 
to 13-8 overall.
Lakeland’s girls 

edged Ocean Lakes 
51-45 in a non-district 
matchup on Monday, 
Feb. 13 behind 19 points 
from Jaelyn Brown. That 
improved their overall 
record to 11-9.
Cyriah Griffin 

continues her sterling 
play for King’s Fork’s 
girls, posting 23 points 
on Feb. 10 as the Lady 
Bulldogs doubled up 
SED foe Western Branch 
64-32  The defending 
state champs should get 
a first round bye to the 
quarterfinal round for 
the upcoming Region 
4A Tournament, where 
Manor of Portsmouth is 
projected to gain the top 
seed when the bracket 
is finalized later in the 
week.

Bulldogs bring plenty of bite as 
Suffolk team eye playoffs
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