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Tim Heaphy (right) talks in March with William Antholis, director and CEO of the University of Virginia's Miller Center, about his work with the Jan. 6 committee.
Photo courtesy of UVa Communications.

POLITICS

‘Shocking … how close it came to working’
Tim Heaphy, the former U.S. attorney for the Western District of Virginia who served as chief investigative counsel of the
Jan. 6 committee, talks about his findings on former President Donald Trump’s alleged plot to overturn the 2020
presidential election.

by Markus Schmidt
August 24, 2023

Tim Heaphy was at his office at Madison Hall on the campus of the University of Virginia when he watched on television
as hundreds of angry supporters of then-President Donald Trump ascended into the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., in
the early afternoon of Jan. 6, 2021.  Privacy  - Terms
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A former assistant Virginia attorney general and at the time the lead counsel at UVa, Heaphy knew immediately what was
happening. 

“The symbol of democracy was attacked, and the consequences of that rhetoric and the lies that were fed to people was an
insurrection,” he said. “It really was an insurrection, it was an attempt to prevent the peaceful transfer of power, that is
rebellion against the government.”

The violence that Heaphy saw unfolding in real time immediately brought back memories of scores of white nationalists
clashing with counterprotesters at the Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville in August 2017, resulting in more than 30
injured and one dead.

In the aftermath of the rally, Heaphy — who served as U.S. attorney for the Western District of Virginia from 2009 until
2015 — was tasked by the city of Charlottesville to lead an independent review of the city’s handling of the events, which
found that law enforcement and city officials made several significant mistakes, resulting in violence and distrust.

“I have been studying this and I’ve been thinking about political violence for a long time, but I was more disappointed
than shocked,” Heaphy said of the Jan. 6 attack. “I saw the significance of the event right away.” 

Because of his background and experience, Heaphy in August 2021 was appointed the chief investigative counsel for the
congressional Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the U.S. Capitol. 

The panel’s findings, which it presented to the public over several televised hearings last summer, served as a launchpad
for the criminal investigation by Special Counsel Jack Smith into the alleged plot by Trump and several of his associates
seeking to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election that he lost by more than seven million votes.

Trump has since been indicted on four criminal counts in federal court in Washington. In addition, a grand jury in Fulton
County, Georgia, indicted the former president and 18 allies, including his longtime friend Rudy Giuliani and former
White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows, on multiple counts related to a conspiracy to subvert the will of voters,
which culminated in the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol by a mob of Trump’s supporters.

Heaphy returned to private practice after the conclusion of the congressional probe. He now leads the investigations and
enforcement practice at Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLC in Washington. 

Ahead of Trump’s expected surrender to authorities at the Fulton County Jail on Thursday, Heaphy, who lives in
Charlottesville, spoke to Cardinal News about his work for the select committee and how much his findings have informed
the criminal investigations into Trump. The interview has been lightly condensed and edited. 

https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/12/01/567824446/charlottesville-made-major-mistakes-in-handling-protest-review-finds
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/12/01/567824446/charlottesville-made-major-mistakes-in-handling-protest-review-finds
https://news.virginia.edu/content/uvas-timothy-j-heaphy-named-top-investigator-select-committee-jan-6-capitol-attack
https://int.nyt.com/data/documenttools/trump-jan-6-indictment-2020-election/1f1c76972b25c802/full.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/08/15/us/politics/trump-georgia-indictment-annotated.html
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Jan. 6, 2021, at the U.S. Capitol. Photo courtesy of Tyler Merbler.

How did you get appointed as the chief investigative counsel for the Jan. 6 committee?

I got involved because of yet another friend from law school, Sean Patrick Maloney, who was the head of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee. He was in the House of Representatives as a congressman from New York and was
in Speaker [Nancy] Pelosi’s leadership team. He reached out to me when the select committee was formed. Congress
wanted an independent commission, but that failed, so they pivoted to a select committee. 

And as they were building a staff, because of my work in Charlottesville, Sean was trying to gather names of potential
staff leaders for the speaker, and reached out, and I said I was interested. 

I was going to do this at first as a leave of absence from UVa, and both the president of the university and [Virginia]
Attorney General Mark Herring said that they would approve that, that it was fine for me to leave my position as
university counsel and go serve as chief investigative counsel for what was going to be about a year, flexible depending on
how long the work took. 

So I met with the speaker’s staff and was hired to essentially run the day-to-day investigation in August of 2021. 

On this assignment you were able to draw from an experience that you just referenced, the 2017 Unite the Right
rally in your hometown of Charlottesville. In its aftermath, the city of Charlottesville commissioned you to write a
report on the city’s handling of that rally. Did anything that you have learned from this investigation inform your
later work for the select committee?
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There are a lot of similarities between what we learned in Charlottesville and what happened with respect to the attack on
the Capitol. The first was that both events were planned online, in plain sight, and there was plenty of intelligence in
advance of the Unite the Right rally and before the January 6th event at the Capitol that provided really clear warnings to
law enforcement that these events could be violent. 

Regardless of that, at both events law enforcement did not thoroughly prepare, and they underestimated the threats of
violence, they didn’t operationalize the intelligence they were gathering. So there’s one huge commonality, and I think
there are a lot of reasons for that. We mistake threats when they come from middle-aged white guys — I think there is
some sort of implicit bias at play here — and we overestimate danger from black and brown protesters, and that is
common to both events. 

And law enforcement doesn’t do enough proactively, in my view, with open source information. The FBI and other
agencies restrict, by their own procedures, what they do with stuff that they see online and in public forums. Because of
First Amendment and freedom of association concerns they don’t take any action, unless the information is sufficient to
open a preliminary criminal investigation, and that’s a pretty high standard. 

So they don’t do anything prophylactic, they don’t interview people based on what they post or take any action at all
unless it is very specific and very threatening. And that’s a problem, that means they don’t aggregate information, they
miss stuff because of those restrictions. 

And then also they just don’t coordinate. A lot of agencies are working on these issues, but they are all kind of siloed, and
we don’t do a good enough job consolidating the information and pulling together multi-agency intel-gathering and
assessments. For all those reasons, both Charlottesville and January 6th, with lots of information in advance suggesting
violence, yet the plan was insufficient to protect the people. 

You’d think that these agencies would have learned some valuable lessons from the 9/11 Commission Report
released in 2004 that identified numerous intelligence failures occurring before the attacks due to a lack of
interagency cooperation. 

That’s a very good example, right? The 9/11 Commission similarly found there was a big division between intelligence
gathering and law enforcement, and they had all these very specific changes that tried to increase coordination between
those two functions. But we still haven’t gotten that right in this country, we don’t share information across agencies very
well. That was a huge problem with the Capitol. 

Your work on the Unite the Right report has given you some pretty good insights into the national political climate
during the Trump presidency, and even though President Trump did not attend the rally, he was front and center,
especially because of his controversial remarks after the rally. Was that, to you, at least some kind of foreshadowing
of the events after the 2020 election?

I’m not really as comfortable giving you my opinion about politics. I can say though, on the facts, there is no question that
people at both events paid very close attention to the things that President Trump said. We talked to people in both
investigations who directly cited him as part of their reason for their participation, particularly Jan. 6th. So many people
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we interviewed said, “Well, I was here because he invited us.” His “big protest in D.C., will be wild” tweet from Dec. 19,
people read that as a direct invitation to come. Same thing with his speech on the Ellipse, during his remarks on the
morning of Jan. 6, “we’re going to the Capitol, we’re gonna fight like hell.” 

People took that seriously, and people still take it seriously. That’s why his rhetoric is so dangerous, because what he says
may be rhetorical or is political speech, but people out there don’t see it as rhetorical, they see it as literal. And when he
said after Charlottesville “there are very fine people on both sides,” people heard that as legitimizing hatred, as
legitimizing the white supremacy ideology that was there on one side of that conflict. Words matter, and his words
definitely matter, and they were taken seriously by people on the ground in both instances. 

What was your typical day working for the Jan. 6 committee like?

The day-to-day work was very, very intense, it was as busy as I have probably ever been as a lawyer. It was a combination
of fact-gathering — like interviewing people, looking at documents, reaching out to people for different documents.

I created this investigative structure of five separate teams, each of which was focused on a slightly different subset of the
investigation. Each team had a senior investigative counsel who was leading that team and several other lawyers and
professionals working on that team. 

I was coordinating the work of all the teams and making sure that every team knew what the others were doing and that
the information was flowing within our staff and up to our members — we had nine members of Congress on the
committee — and briefing them, making sure they were aware of everything we were doing. It was a lot of
communication up to them and communication down to the staff and coordinating the workflow day to day. 

But I was not just the supervisor, I led a lot of the significant interviews myself. I did [U.S. Attorney General] William
Barr, General Mark Milley, Ivanka [Trump] and Jared [Kushner], and [former White House Counsel] Pat Cipollone, a lot
of the big witnesses.

A congressional select committee, by definition, is of a political nature, and a committee does not have the power to
charge anyone with a crime. How did that translate that into your investigative work for the panel as opposed to a
similar investigative role for a prosecutor’s office? 

It’s the same core function, such as gathering the facts and trying to tell a truthful, credible story. It was pretty obvious to
us pretty early that there is criminal conduct. The more we got into this, the more we realized this is criminal. We couldn’t
charge anyone, obviously, but we kind of knew that we were building toward issuing findings in a report that might lay a
foundation for prosecutors. 

We were also getting to people before the Department of Justice. It was obvious to us that they were really focused on
rioters, kind of the blue-collar aspect of the case, the people that were committing acts of violence at the Capitol. We were
very focused on white-collar aspects of this: the stolen election, the fake electors, the pressure on state officials — we
were developing those facts first. 
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So it became obvious to me that what we were finding will be important to them [the Department of Justice]. All we could
do is gather the facts, hold hearings, put it in a report and eventually give them everything we found so that may be a
foundation for a criminal investigation. 

And that’s what happened, we gave them everything, every interview, every document that we gathered. When we
finished, we turned it all over to the special counsel, knowing that they were going to build on that toward a criminal
investigation and potentially a criminal case. 

What was, in your memory, the biggest challenge during your investigation?

The challenge was there was so much information and not enough time or enforcement ability to get everything relevant.
First of all, this was the most photographed criminal event in history, and that’s great, but it’s a blessing and a curse for an
investigator. There is so much video, so much information pouring in. That’s good, right? Because you get lots of different
vantage points and different perspectives, but it’s also difficult to get your hands around it, because there’s just so much.
Just getting our hands around the huge amount of information was hard. 

Also, Congress doesn’t really have the ability to enforce its subpoenas. We would issue subpoenas, and we would often
get objections from people, like “I’m exerting an executive privilege, and I’m not going to come in for any questions.”
That’s what Mark Meadows said, for example. And Steve Bannon. 

The only way for us to push through or rebut that is to go to court for a civil proceeding, and that takes longer than we
had. We were going to expire at the end of the Congress, and everyone knew that, and therefore they could exert a
privilege objection to our inquiries, to specific questions or towards a subpoena as a threshold matter. And they knew that
by the time we get a judge to weigh in on that, it would be too late. 

So that was frustrating, we could not litigate baseless privilege assertions as opposed to the special counsel, who could just
go upstairs to the chief judge —– in a criminal proceeding you get a ruling immediately — and he was able to use that to
overcome those privilege assertions. We didn’t have that ability. 

And then the other challenge I would flag here is that with so much scrutiny on what we did — that is not beneficial to an
investigation. There are a lot of people that would say to us, “Look, my client is willing to come in and talk to you, but he
is very concerned, because as soon as he does, it will be reported on CNN that he gave an interview to the select
committee, and that has very negative consequences for him.” And we couldn’t do anything in secret, and that made it a
lot more difficult. 

If we were able to do this more quietly or more confidentially, we would potentially have gotten even more information.
But given the scrutiny — there was a pool camera right in the lobby of our building at any time, any day — that made it
very difficult for us to do anything in secret.

Which one of your findings shocked you the most?
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I think I was most surprised how close this came to working. I kind of went into it thinking, you know, there were a lot of
angry people at the Capitol, and law enforcement was prepared. But I didn’t appreciate that but for the actions of a handful
of people this could have worked. I didn’t appreciate how methodical and planned out it was, this multipart plan to disrupt
the joint session. That was intentional and it reaches way back, arguably even before the election, when people started
talking about how there will be fraud and they won’t accept the results. 

And if it wasn’t for Bill Barr, [former Vice President] Mike Pence and [Georgia Secretary of State] Brad Raffensperger,
and [former deputy U.S. Attorney General] Richard Donoghue, who acted not in their political interests — these were all
Trump appointees or conservative Republicans — they did the right thing because they didn’t want to bend the rules. But
they could have. And if it weren’t for the strength of some of those people that stood up and said, “No, I cannot do this,
despite you, Mr. President, asking me to,” it would have worked. 

Democracy is a little bit more fragile than I expected. I like to think of our institutions as durable — and they are — but
they come down to people. And if people don’t do the right thing, then they could crumble. And luckily, here people did
the right thing. But if they didn’t, and if Mike Pence had said, “Sure, I will accept these fake electors and let the courts sort
it out,” we would have had a different outcome. And that was shocking to me, how close it came to working.

Some people have criticized Attorney General Merrick Garland for waiting too long to appoint a special counsel in
the Jan. 6 probe, and some argue that it was the work of the select committee that eventually forced him to act. Do
you think that’s true?

I don’t know what was going on behind the scenes at the Justice Department, but as I said before, we were clearly getting
to some of these people first. So when we interviewed [former White House aide] Cassidy Hutchinson or Pat Cipollone,
these are people at the highest levels within the White House that had not been approached by the Justice Department. So
it’s clear that we were ahead of them in developing this story. And I think what happened is that the facts dictated their
conduct. 

So you could say it was the committee, but it was our ability to get really important facts and present them in those
summer hearings. When we started presenting the story, the facts were compelling and the witnesses were so credible,
that’s what motivated them to act. They couldn’t ignore the facts, so it seems clear to me that our process by generating
those facts is what motivated them to look at those same facts and take them more seriously. 

When you look at the evidence that you have uncovered for the Jan. 6 committee and you compare your findings to
the indictments by Special Counsel Jack Smith and Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis, did you notice any
significant differences ?

It’s all pretty identical. I remember [select committee Vice Chair] Liz Cheney’s opening statement in our first hearing last
summer, she laid out this multipart plan to disrupt the joint session, and that’s exactly what Jack Smith and Fani Willis
both laid out. 

Now they have gotten some additional details. Jack Smith has Vice President Pence’s contemporaneous notes and his
account of the words the president spoke, like, “You’re too honest, Mike.” They have more detail than we had. 
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Same thing with Fani Willis, she got some additional phone calls here or a text there, and the Coffee County voting
machine stuff was a little bit beyond what we had developed, and that’s in her indictment. So there’s some additional
details, but the core story in both indictments is exactly what we laid out in our hearings and in our report. 

Are you willing to make a prediction for the outcome of either indictment, and which one of the two cases do you
think is stronger?

Regardless of this, I’d never predict what happens in criminal cases, you just never know. But I will say they are very
strong cases. There is ample evidence in both Georgia and in federal court to sustain the government’s high burden of
proof beyond reasonable doubt. 

I think the special counsel’s indictment is more streamlined, intentionally, because he wants to get this case tried as soon
as possible. He only indicted Donald Trump and not the other co-conspirators. He charged offenses that are pretty well
interpreted and established, and he stayed away from offenses that are a little bit more ambiguous or not as well defined. It
is clear that he is trying to get this case adjudicated next spring, and I think he’ll likely be successful and get a trial date
scheduled soon for next spring. So that case is meant to go fast. 

Fani Willis’ case is more sprawling, and it doesn’t have the same structure designed to go fast, but it’s designed to be
thorough. Because of that it will be a longer case and a longer trial, and it will probably follow both federal cases. I think
the Jan. 6 case in Washington is likely to go first, and the Mar-A-Lago case is likely to go second. I think Fani Willis’ case
will go third, and the New York case probably waits until all of this is resolved. 

What is your message to Republican voters in Southwest Virginia and Southside, where Trump remains very
popular and where there is still widespread belief that the former president is the victim of a deep state conspiracy
to keep him from a second White House term?

I really hope that facts still matter, and that facts are dispositive. It may be that people in Southwest Virginia don’t believe
in the congressional process because it’s full of politics, and they may not believe the media, because they think there is a
liberal bias. 

I hope that when these cases are tried, and when the same information that we presented in our hearings, that’s in books
and has been reported in the media for years, that same information is going to be subject to cross-examination in a
criminal trial. I hope that finally gives people a clear sense of the facts, that the election was not stolen, that there is no
evidence of systematic voter fraud. 

Donald Trump tried, repeatedly, to subvert democracy. That’s what these cases will show when they play out in the forum
of the criminal justice system as opposed to Congress, the media or other places that people don’t trust. 

My hope is that these facts matter, and that people will say, “OK, this was a step too far, this was a criminal scheme, and
we can’t have that if we are going to have a functioning democracy.” 
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That’s my hope, that the new forum in which these facts will be represented has the potential to change minds in a way
that these previous forums did not. 
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Del. Matt Fariss, R-Campbell County. Photo from Facebook.

POLITICS

Del. Matt Fariss arrested on 2 felony charges
Fariss was charged following a traffic incident that injured a pedestrian, according to Virginia State Police.

by Markus Schmidt
March 7, 2023
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newsletter, West of the Capital.

Update 11:40 a.m. March 7: Virginia State Police have clarified that the traffic incident occurred on Thursday, and
Fariss turned himself in on Friday. The story has been updated to reflect that new information, as well as a statement from
Fariss and details about the protective order.

* * *

Del. Matt Fariss, R-Campbell County, has been arrested on two felony charges following what Virginia State Police
describe as a hit-and-run that injured a pedestrian and led to the woman obtaining a protective order against him.

Farriss, 54, is charged with one count of malicious wounding, a Class 3 felony punishable by up to 20 years in prison and
a $100,000 fine; one count of failing to stop after an accident, a Class 5 felony; and one count of reckless driving, a Class
1 misdemeanor, according to state police and online court records.

“While I may have made some mistakes in my life, these charges are false. I look forward to clearing them in a court of
law,” Fariss said in an email Tuesday. 

The incident happened Thursday afternoon, just days after the General Assembly adjourned its 2023 session. According to
Virginia State Police, a 2015 Chevrolet Tahoe was heading south on U.S. 501 when the vehicle crossed the center line,
continued off the northbound side of the road and struck a pedestrian. The Tahoe then left the scene. An adult female
pedestrian suffered minor injuries.  

On Friday, the woman sought a preliminary protective order against Fariss. According to the affidavit, which is filed in
Campbell County General District Court, Julie Miles, 56, of Lynchburg initially was in the passenger seat of Fariss’ SUV,
which she said he was driving “excessively fast” until a tire blew out. 

“During [the] tire change he became irate with a son whom he called to come help, but [the] son did not have a jack,”
Miles said in the affidavit. “Then he became furious but his son didn’t show up. His mood went dark and he was being
angry and abusive.” 

Miles said that she got out of the car and began to walk north up U.S. 501 toward her cousin’s house in Winfall. “He was
screaming at me” to get into the car, she said. “I said a firm ‘no’ and kept walking,” she said in the affidavit.

Next, Fariss cut a 90-degree turn to the left toward where Miles was walking, and then hit her with his SUV and got out of
the vehicle, yelling that “I should have gotten into the g——-d car,” Miles said in the affidavit. She said she was knocked
to the ground, and her “sunglasses flew about 8 feet off my head.” 

“Luckily a man across the street saw all of this and yelled,” Miles said. “Once Matt saw that there was a witness he got in
his car and fled the scene.” 
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Miles could not be reached for comment Tuesday morning.

Fariss turned himself in the next day and met a state trooper at the magistrate’s office, state police said. He was released on
$7,500 bond and is due to be arraigned in Campbell County General District Court at 11 a.m. March 17.

A Lynchburg native and a resident of Rustburg, Fariss was first elected to represent the 59th House of Delegates district in
2011, succeeding Del. Watkins Abbitt Jr., an independent who retired after 26 years in office.

Fariss currently sits on the Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources committee, the Appropriations and Public
Safety committees, and the Health, Welfare and Institutions committee. Fariss faces a challenge for the Republican
nomination from former Campbell County Supervisor Eric Zehr.

Fariss is married and has three children. According to his website, he has operated a country store, managed large amounts
of real estate, raised cattle, managed farms, and operated numerous businesses. He is currently co-owner and vice
president of the Lynchburg Livestock Market, the largest livestock market center in Virginia, the website says. 

Last week’s incident wasn’t Fariss’ first brush with the law. In January 2016, he was charged with two incidents, including
a misdemeanor breach of peace in a parking dispute, and a hit and run accident in which property was damaged but no
people were hurt. He was found not guilty in the breach of peace and pleaded guilty to misdemeanor hit-and-run.

Grace Mamon contributed to this report.
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Del. Matt Fariss leaves the Campbell County courthouse in August after a judge certified his two felony charges to the grand jury. Photo by Markus Schmidt.

POLITICS

Felony charges against Del. Fariss are certified to the grand
jury
The woman who has accused Fariss of purposely striking her with his SUV in March said in court that she was
“terrified.” The two of them had been in a romantic relationship for at least a year, his attorney told the court.

by Markus Schmidt
August 8, 2023

The woman accusing Del. Matt Fariss, R-Campbell County, of purposely striking her with his SUV after a heated
argument told a judge in Rustburg on Tuesday that she had feared for her life. 
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Julie Miles leaves the Campbell County courthouse on Tuesday. Photo
by Markus Schmidt.

“I was bruised, I was muddy, I was terrified,” Julie Miles, 56, said when she took the stand in Campbell County General
District Court. “I was scrambling to get away from him. I was on my hands and knees, I thought he was going to shoot
me. I was pretty stunned that he hit me with the vehicle.”

Fariss, 54, appeared in court for a preliminary hearing on two felony charges in an alleged hit-and-run that injured Miles in
March and led her to obtain a protective order against him. He was also charged with a misdemeanor charge of reckless
driving stemming from the same March incident. 

After hearing witness testimony, Judge Becky Moore, a retired judge from Alexandria who said she was assigned the case
after Judge Thomas Bondurant, a retired judge from Henrico County, died unexpectedly last month, rejected a motion
from Fariss’ attorney, Chuck Felmlee, to dismiss the two felony charges. 

Moore certified the two charges, which are now headed to a grand jury that will weigh them on Sept. 11. The
misdemeanor charge also will be heard in Campbell County Circuit Court if the grand jury finds probable cause to indict. 

The incident leading to the charges happened the afternoon of March 2, just days after the General Assembly had
adjourned its regular 2023 session, when Fariss was heading south on U.S. 501 in his 2015 Chevrolet Tahoe. 

Miles, who lives in Northern Virginia but owns a farm in Campbell County and had been seeing Fariss romantically for at
least a year, was in the passenger seat. Miles testified Tuesday that the couple was on the way from Evington to Halifax,
where they planned to have dinner, when a tire blew out. 

“He pulled into a church parking lot,” Miles said. “During the
course of this he became very aggressive, abusive and irate.”
After changing his tire, Fariss spent several minutes on the
phone with his son, which made him even more agitated,
according to court records. 

Miles said she told Fariss, “I don’t have to listen to this, I don’t
have to do this with you tonight, we can talk later.” She said
that she then got out of the car and began to walk north up U.S.
501 toward her cousin’s house in Winfall. “He is screaming and
screaming at me,” she said. 

Moments later, Fariss, seated behind the wheel of his SUV with
his window down, pulled up next to Miles, who was walking on
the side of the road about a half-mile north of where the tire had

blown out, Miles told the court. 

“He is one lane over, exactly beside me, screaming to me to get back in the vehicle,” Miles said. “I made clear to him that
I did not want to do that. I said ‘F— no,’ after I said ‘no’ repeatedly.” 
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Next, Fariss cut a 90-degree turn to the left toward where Miles was walking, and then hit her with his SUV, Miles said.
“He clipped me, knocked me to the ground. I was wearing sunglasses that went to a utility pole about 8 feet, knocked off
my head.”

Miles alleges that she was still on the ground when Fariss stepped out of the truck and walked toward her. “He told me I
should have gotten in the g——–d car, and I said, ‘Absolutely not.’ Thankfully a man across the street was running
towards us, yelling at Matt, and I told him to call 911. Matt got in his car and fled the scene.”

Another witness, Stephen Craig Weaver, told the court Tuesday that he was heading home north on U.S. 501 from his
work at Foster Fuels in Rustburg when he noticed cars in front of him slowing down. 

“I saw a woman walking north, and noticed a black, very large vehicle hit this woman and knock her down. The car pulled
forward, a gentleman got out and charged at her and started screaming at her,” Weaver said. “He was on top of her, got
back in the vehicle and left.” The incident took no longer than a couple of minutes, he estimated. 

Weaver then pulled over to the side and asked Miles if she was OK. “She said, no, she was not OK. I was asking her if she
needed a ride, but she was still on the phone,” he said.  

Fariss was already gone when Trooper Adam Clampitt of Virginia State Police arrived at the scene about 15 minutes later.
“She was visibly upset, and angry,” Clampitt told the court of his first impression of Miles. “I found some eyeglasses, and
I also observed there were some tire tracks.” 

Clampitt said that he did not see any blood or torn clothes, but he still asked Miles if she needed medical treatment. “She
said she didn’t need any,” he said. 

Miles said that she went to the emergency room later that evening to get herself checked out. “I had bruises on my knee,
some wrist pain. I was there for about three and a half hours. I took out the warrant the next day,” she said.

Fariss turned himself in the next day and met a state trooper at the magistrate’s office, state police said at the time. He was
charged with one count of malicious wounding, a Class 3 felony punishable by up to 20 years in prison and a $100,000
fine; one count of failing to stop after an accident, a Class 5 felony; and one count of reckless driving, a Class 1
misdemeanor, according to state police and online court records. 

Fariss was then released on a $7,500 bond. 

Fariss did not testify Tuesday. But Felmlee, his attorney, argued that the felony malicious wounding charge should be
dismissed because Miles wasn’t actually wounded and because the incident had been an accident, without malice.
“Wounding has to be a breaking of the skin, and we don’t have evidence of that,” Felmlee said. “And Matt wanted her to
get her back in the car, they wanted to go to Halifax.”

https://cardinalnews.org/2023/03/07/del-matt-fariss-arrested-on-2-felony-charges/
https://cardinalnews.org/2023/03/07/del-matt-fariss-arrested-on-2-felony-charges/
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Felmlee also called for the felony hit-and-run charge to be dismissed, arguing that it was Miles who didn’t want Fariss to
be there. “They know each other. She was walking down the road and said ‘f— you,’ she wanted to be away from him.”

But Moore rejected both motions. 

Fariss, who lives in Rustburg, was first elected to represent the 59th House of Delegates district in 2011, succeeding Del.
Watkins Abbitt Jr., an independent who retired after 26 years in office. He currently sits on the Agriculture, Chesapeake
and Natural Resources committee, the Appropriations and Public Safety committees, and the Health, Welfare and
Institutions committee. 

But at the end of March, Fariss missed the deadline for filing his intent to once again seek the Republican nomination in
the newly created 51st House of Delegates District. Former Campbell County Supervisor Eric Zehr, who was gearing up
to mount an intraparty challenge, became the GOP’s nominee by default.  

In June, Fariss filed to run as an independent in the upcoming House of Delegates election. His move fueled speculation
that his failure to submit his paperwork for the Republican primary may have been unintentional. He has not publicly
addressed his legal woes or his future political ambitions. 

Fariss is married and has three children. According to his website, he has operated a country store, managed large amounts
of real estate, raised cattle, managed farms and operated numerous businesses. He is currently co-owner and vice president
of the Lynchburg Livestock Market, the largest livestock market center in Virginia, the website says. 

In January 2016, he was charged in two incidents, including a misdemeanor breach of peace in a parking dispute, and a
hit-and-run in which property was damaged but no people were hurt. He was found not guilty in the breach of peace
and pleaded guilty to misdemeanor hit-and-run.

https://newspack.com/
https://cardinalnews.org/2023/03/31/fariss-who-faces-legal-troubles-misses-his-partys-deadline-to-run-for-reelection/
https://cardinalnews.org/2023/06/22/del-fariss-files-for-re-election-as-an-independent/
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https://dailyprogress.com/news/local/fariss-pleads-guilty-in-hit-and-run-case/article_af26722c-f2ed-11e5-9e8b-5743080d3776.html
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