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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade
war with China wages
on, putting the value of
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle
of  Wight County Virginia
Cooperative Extension

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County
for the implementation of
high-speed fiber internet,
some Isle of  Wight residents
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own
color  pa lette , captured
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband
—  Morin said that she’s left
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her
cellular company, Verizon.
Verizon provides internet
through a device called a
“MiFi,” a router that acts as
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email,
adding, “We would really
like to catch up with the
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband
access shouldn’t be an issue,
she said.

Doggett Lane resident
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser
hasn’t seen a decline in
planting that particular
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by
local farmers. Among
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased
a little. 

China eased up on
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of
Wight County Schools
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he
and his administrative
team were still batting
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public
Schools, according to Isle
of  Wight County Public
Schools Spokesperson Lynn
Briggs.  

The preschool would
operate on the same days
as Windsor Elementary
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of
Wight County spokesperson
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s
budget proposal for the
preschool  amount to
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks
the first time a utility has
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia,
according to a press release
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy,
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with
the stakeholders over the
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I
am incredibly excited for
the positive impact this will
have for the residents and
business owners of  Surry
County,” said Del. Emily
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20
press release.

The cost of  the entire
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Joseph Luter IV has request-
ed to withdraw his application 
for the controversial Grange at 
10Main development.

Smithfield Mayor Steve Bow-
man told The Smithfield Times 
he’d been notified by town staff 
around 12:30 p.m. on Sept. 6 of 
Luter’s request.

Tammie Clary, director of 
community development and 
planning for the town, said a writ-
ten request followed, which asked 
that the application for mixed-use 
zoning and six related special use 
permits be withdrawn “without 
prejudice.”

The term, according to Clary, 
would allow the town to waive a 
provision of state law that would 
otherwise prohibit Luter from 
filing a similar application for 
the 57-acre Grange site for a year. 

Luter’s withdrawal request 
came less than a day after a late-
night meeting of Smithfield’s 
Town Council, for the second 
month in a row, ended with the 
council postponing its vote on 
his application for mixed-use 
zoning and six related special use 
permits.

Luter withdraws Grange application

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County Schools 
saw improved attendance last 
school year over the prior one, 
but the division still hasn’t re-
turned to its pre-pandemic pass 

rates on the state’s Standards of 
Learning, or SOL, exams.

The Virginia Department of 
Education released the results 
of the 2022-23 statewide standard-
ized tests on Sept. 7.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Windsor has reached a writ-
ten settlement with Virginia 
Attorney General Jason Miyares 
to resolve a lawsuit alleging an 
“unlawful pattern” of conduct by 
the town’s police department.

The 11-page court order, which 
Judge H. Thomas Padrick signed 
on Sept. 7, imposes no monetary 
fine, but rather requires the town 
to obtain accreditation from the 
Virginia Law Enforcement Pro-
fessional Standards Commission, 
which Miyares termed the “gold 
standard in policing” in a news 
release.

The town is further required 
to, within 90 days, create a pol-
icy requiring an “independent 
third-party review system” for 
misconduct and use-of-force com-
plaints. All complaints, and the 
results of the third-party review, 
are to be submitted annually to 
the Attorney General’s Office of 
Civil Rights over the next three 
years.

Miyares’ predecessor, Mark 
Herring, filed the lawsuit 17 
days before he left office after 
overseeing a state probe into a 
2020 traffic stop where Windsor 
officers held a Black and Latino 
National Guardsman, 1st Lt. 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Paul D. Camp Community Col-
lege’s plans to transform its Smith-
field campus into a lab school have 
persuaded Isle of Wight County’s 
supervisors to continue the col-
lege’s lease of the county-owned 
building.

Since 1993, the county has leased 
the second floor of the former 
Smithfield High School on James 
Street to the college at no cost. 
The supervisors in June alleged 
the space to be underutilized and 

directed County Attorney Bobby 
Jones to send Paul D. Camp the 
required one-year notice of intent 
to terminate the lease.

College President Corey Mc-
Cray told supervisors on Sept. 7 
that Paul D. Camp is planning to 
submit an application by Oct. 1 to 
the state for a lab school planning 
grant for the Smithfield campus.

But before that can happen, “we 
need to know we have space at the 
center in Smithfield,” McCray said.

The supervisors responded 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

L e a r n i n g  l o s s  f r o m  t h e 
monthslong shutdown of Vir-
ginia’s schools during the early 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic 
may indeed be driving continued 

underperformance on the state’s 
Standards of Learning, or SOL, 
exams, as Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin’s administration contends 
in its “All In VA” remediation 
plan, but Surry County High 

Surry improves on some 
standardized tests, lags on others

IW school attendance improving, 
but test scores stagnate

Bob Dolensky, a resident of Cary Street, holds a sign opposing additional taxpayer funds for the Grange at 10Main development 
at the Sept. 5 Town Council meeting. To his left are Bob Hines and Lanford Pritchett, who spoke in opposition to the project. 
(Photo by Stephen Faleski | The Smithfield Times)

Windsor settles suit 
with AG over police 

misconduct

College proposes 
Smithfield lab school

IWCS Pass Rate
Reading 77.86%
Writing 70.44%
History 70.89%
Math  76.96%
Science 67.41%

SCS Pass Rate
Reading 76.06%
Writing 70.30%
History 67.47%
Math  70.45%
Science 69.23%
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• See GRANGE, p. 8

• See WINDSOR, p. 7
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Isle of Wight Fair
It’s fair time in Isle of Wight. Festivities begin with the 
Sept. 13 Seafood Fest before the county’s signature an-
nual event kicks into high gear on Sept. 14. This year’s 
headline entertainers are country singers Brandon Lay 
on Sept. 15 and Dillon Carmichael on Sept. 16. Check 
out the full schedule at thefairiscoming.com

Dillon Carmichael Brandon Lay
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by voting unanimously to 
rescind the June 5 notice of 
termination.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin, 
since taking office, has tout-
ed the lab school concept as 
offering a K-12 curriculum 
tailored to meet the needs 
of a particular community 
or industry. The state’s 2022 
budget included $100 million 
in grant funding for the cre-
ation of “college partnership 
laboratory schools,” com-
monly known as lab schools.

Only higher-education 
institutions can apply to the 
state to start a lab school, 
but the idea, according to the 
Virginia Department of Ed-
ucation, is for the end result 
to be a partnership among 
a college, school board and 
one or more local businesses.

According to McCray, 
Smithfield’s anchor em-
ployer, Smithfield Foods, is 
“on board” with being the 
school’s corporate partner, 
but negotiations continue on 
the scope of its commitment.

Jim Monroe, Smithfield 
Foods’ vice president of cor-
porate affairs, described the 
company’s talks with Paul 
D. Camp and Isle of Wight 
County Schools regarding 
the proposed lab school as 
“in the very early stages.”

“Our discussions have 
centered on curriculum as it 
pertains to potential careers 
at Smithfield Foods,” Mon-

roe said. “It is premature to 
speculate on a possible role 
for Smithfield Foods, but 
we look forward to staying 
engaged.”

The Isle of Wight County 
School Board and super-
visors also each verbally 
committed to supporting the 
lab school at the Sept. 7 joint 
meeting of the two governing 
bodies.

Tara Atkins-Brady, vice 
president of academic and 
student development at Paul 
D. Camp, said the next step 
is for the college to submit 
its formal application and 
develop one or more specific 
career pathways on which to 
focus the proposed school’s 
curriculum. If the concept 
is approved, the college can 
then apply for an implemen-
tation grant.

According to VDOE, high-
er-education institutions can 
receive up to $200,000 for one-
time costs associated with 
developing a lab school con-
cept, such as for hiring paid 
consultants. Approved lab 
schools are eligible for start-
up grants of up to $1 million 
to cover one-time costs such 
as staff recruitment or ren-
ovation of classroom space.

“I’m a big advocate for 
the lab schools,” said School 
Board Chairman John Col-
lick.

The lab school could also 
potentially relieve some of 

the pressure on Isle of Wight 
County Schools’ in-house 
career and technical edu-
cation, or CTE, programs, 
according to Isle of Wight Su-
perintendent Theo Cramer.

According to Marsha 
Cale, director of secondary 
instruction for Isle of Wight 
County Schools, there were 
recently 483 applications for 
193 seats across the school 
division’s CTE program. In 
welding alone, there were 
94 applications for 39 seats.

How is the 
Smithfield campus 

used now?
Meanwhile, the num-

ber of Isle of Wight County 
students enrolling at Paul 
D. Camp has been declin-
ing since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, par-
ticularly at its Smithfield 
campus.

Supervisor Dick Grice, 
who’d urged his fellow su-
pervisors in June to end the 
college’s lease, had described 
visiting the Smithfield cam-
pus a dozen times over the 
prior two months and find-
ing it nearly or completely 
deserted.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  A t -
kins-Brady, 30 in-person 
courses scheduled on the 
Smithfield campus saw suffi-
cient enrollment to be taught 
in 2018. As of the start of the 

fall 2023 semester, that num-
ber had fallen to just nine. 
But the campus is far from 
defunct, she contends.

Among those still taught 
in-person a crane operator 
certification course, which 
has seen four enrollees since 
starting in April. According 
to Atkins-Brady, Paul D. 
Camp is the first community 
college in the state to offer 
the three-week crane oper-
ator course, which consists 
of 40 hours of classroom 
instruction at the Smith-
field campus, followed by 40 
hours of hands-on training.

The Smithfield campus 
also serves as the host site 
for several online courses, 
some of which are lives-
treamed to in-person stu-
dents at Paul D. Camp’s 
other campuses in Franklin 
and Suffolk. There were 17 
online courses with suffi-
cient enrollment to be taught 
in 2018, but only six had met 
the enrollment threshold 
this year, Atkins-Brady said.

The Smithfield campus, 
when not being used for 
courses, also hosts commu-
nity events, such as one in 
March on the history of the 
former high school. Little 
Zion Baptist Church also 
used the site for its Vacation 
Bible School in June, draw-
ing 100 students ages 6 and 
up, Atkins-Brady said.

• Continued from p. 1

College

• Continued from p. 1

Windsor
Caron Nazario, at gunpoint 
and pepper-sprayed him. 
The case was the first of its 
kind under a 2021 state law 
intended to stop systemic 
civil rights violations by 
law enforcement.

“What we all saw in the 
shocking traffic stop video 
involving Army Lt. Caron 
Nazario was an egregious 
and unjust use of power,” 
Miyares said. “I join the 
hundreds of thousands of 
good and decent law en-
forcement officers who 
stand against the kind of 
police misconduct we wit-
nessed. Police are the only 
government entity that has 
a monopoly on the use of 
force in American society, 
so it’s important that they 
be good stewards of that re-
sponsibility and strive for 
excellence in the adminis-
tration of justice. Excessive 
use of force and violations 
of constitutional liberties 
will not be tolerated in 
Virginia.” 

The settlement agree-
ment, however, asserts that 
the town “does not admit to 
any violations” of the 2021 
law or any other federal or 
state laws.

The written settlement 
comes nearly a month after 
Windsor’s Town Council 
voted 5-1 on Aug. 8 to enter 
into an agreement with the 
state, following a closed-ses-
sion meeting on Aug. 8.

Windsor Mayor George 
Stubbs did not immediate-
ly respond to The Smith-
field Times’ request for 
comments. Councilman 
Jake Redd, who’d cast the 

sole dissenting vote at the 
Aug. 8 meeting, called the 
state’s claims against the 
town “overreach” but said 
the town had “very little 
choice” but to settle due to 
“a financial crunch that the 
state is pushing us into.”

Town Attorney Fred 
Taylor provided the news-
paper with a written state-
ment on behalf of Windsor, 
which asserts the settle-
ment “upholds the Town’s 
obligation to its communi-
ty to avoid further unfair 
and unjustified financial 
impositions placed upon 
the citizens of Windsor by 
the Office of the Attorney 
General” and “successfully 
ends any debate on whether 
the Town violated” the 2021 
law.

The town’s statement 
asserts there “is no, and 
never has been, any pattern 
of discrimination in the 
Town of Windsor Police 
Department.”

Valerie Butler, past pres-
ident of the Isle of Wight 
County NAACP, called the 
settlement “a win for those 
citizens of the town of Wind-
sor and others who have 
been unjustly stopped” 
while driving.

“The town of Windsor 
and their police department 
has continued to maintain 
they were innocent, how-
ever, this Circuit Court 
consent order shows other-
wise,” Butler said.

Herring’s original com-
plaint had sought a $50,000 
civil penalty against the 
town for each proven viola-
tion of the Virginia Human 

Rights Act. The signed set-
tlement agreement, how-
ever, makes no mention of 
monetary damages. Rather, 
the order states the Wind-
sor Police Department is 
to apply to the U.S. De-
partment of Justice for a 
$165,000 grant to become an 
accredited agency.

When Miyares took over 
in mid-January 2022 the 
case saw a complete turn-
over in personnel and a 
near-total rewrite of its 
original claims. While it 
still alleged “racially-biased 
traffic enforcement, search-
es, seizures, detentions 
and excessive force,” it no 
longer included Hearing’s 
allegation that Windsor 
police disproportionately 
stop Black motorists.

Herring had originally 
alleged that Black drivers 
accounted for 42% of the 
town’s traffic stops from 
July 1, 2020, through Sept. 
30, 2021, though Black peo-
ple account for only 21% of 
the town’s population and 
22% of Isle of Wight Coun-
ty’s. Windsor had respond-
ed to Herring’s allegation 
by claiming in a court filing 
that the statistic didn’t 
account for the number 
of non-residents who pass 
through Windsor on Route 
460, a four-lane highway.

Windsor’s statement as-
serts that from 2016 through 
2023 only 20 of its Police 
Department’s 23,000 in-
teractions with citizens 
involved use of force, and 
that only six of those use-
of-force incidents involved 
African Americans.

Nazario sued Windsor 
officers Daniel Crocker and 
Joe Gutierrez in 2021, the 
latter of whom was fired 
after video footage of the 
encounter went viral online 
and sparked accusations 
of racism. A nine-mem-
ber jury awarded Nazario 
$3,685 in January – far less 
than the $1 million-plus 
Nazario and his attorneys 
had requested – after find-
ing Gutierrez liable for as-
sault and Crocker liable for 
having illegally removed a 
firearm from Nazario’s car.

Crocker had pulled 
Nazario over the night of 
the incident for alleged-
ly lacking a rear license 
plate. Nazario had a tem-
porary, expired New York 
tag taped to his car’s rear 
window, but Crocker said 
he didn’t see it and accused 
the guardsman of eluding 
police for having driven 
roughly a mile down Route 
460 before stopping at a BP 
gas station. Gutierrez, who 
was Crocker’s training of-
ficer at the time, responded 
to the scene when Crocker 
reported a “felony traffic 
stop” to dispatchers.

The two officers ap-
proached Nazario with 
guns drawn, and shouted 
conflicting commands at 
him to exit his vehicle and 
keep his hands outside the 
car’s window. Body camera 
footage recorded Gutierrez 
telling Nazario he was “fix-
in’ to ride the lightning,” a 
phrase Nazario alleged in 
his suit to refer to an exe-
cution but Gutierrez argued 
was a reference to a taser.

Healing Waters 
Worship Center
12172 Smith’s Neck Road, 
Carrollton  - (757)356-1515
www.hwwcnow.org
Pastor William McCarty, 
Senior Pastor
Sunday Services: 8:15 am 
Worship Service, 9:45 am 
Adult & Teen Discipleship, 
11:00 am Worship Service 
with Kidz Planet & Nursery 
available. Wednesday night 
on campus bible study, Girls 
Ministries, Royal Rangers 
and Teen classes. Every 3rd 
Wednesday is F.U.N. Family 
night.

Liberty Live Church
Smithfield High School (14171 
Turner Dr.)
Sundays at 9:00am & 10:45am 
(Liberty Kids & Students too!)
Adult Groups in the 
community throughout the 
week!
www.libertylive.church

Smithfield Baptist Church
100 Wainwright Drive, 
Smithfield - (757) 357-2536
smithfieldbaptist.org
Sun. Worship 8:30 a.m., 11 
a.m.
Sun. School 9:40 a.m.

Whitehead’s Grove Baptist 
Church
18366 Benns Church Blvd. 
(757)255-4227
Pastor: Larry Soblotne
Sun. School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
www.whiteheadsgrove.org

Mill Swamp Baptist 
Church
6329 Mill Swamp Road, Ivor
Phone: (757)357-2575
Pastor Billy Gardner
Sun. school; 9:30am-10:30am 
Worship Service; 10:45am 
Adult Bible Studies on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.
Sunday mornings 9:00am-
9:25am Coffee Break
Add Sunday Nights 5:30-
7pm Awana, Teen Ministry, 
Ladies & Men’s Bible Studies

Central Hill Baptist 
Church
10270 Central Hill Road, 
Windsor - (757)357-2225
Sun. School: 10 a.m.
Sun. Worship: 11 a.m.
Wed. Adult Bible Study, 7 
p.m.

Riverview United 
Methodist
10696 Smith’s Neck Road
Post Office Box 288
Rescue, VA 23424
Pastor: Rev.Korri G. 
Williams
Phone -804-244-0093

Woodland United 
Methodist Church
20051 Orbit Road, Windsor
Rev. Kay Carter
woodlandumc@gmail.com
www.woodlandumcwindsor.
org
FB:Woodland United 
Methodist Church
Traditional Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.
Sun. School 10:45 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
111. S. Church Street
Corner of Church and Main, 
Smithfield
Sunday Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Adult class: 9:30 a.m.
5th Sunday Services: 10:30 
a.m. at Historic St. Luke’s 
Church
Supply Priest:  The Rev. 
Carleton Bakkum
www.christchurchsmithfield.
org

Trinity United Methodist 
Church
201 Cedar St., Smithfield
(757)357-3659
Pastor Dan Kim
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 
a.m.
Wed. Bible Study
Wed. night Children’s 
Programs

Bethany United Methodist 
Church
13717 Bethany Church Road
Smithfield, VA 23430
Pastor: Chris Andress
(804) 432-1262
www.bethanyumcsmithfield.
org
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages 
10:15 a.m. 

Oakland Christian United 
Church of Christ
5641 Godwin Blvd., 
Suffolk
(757)255-4353
office@oaklanducc.com
www.oaklanducc.org
Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump
Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Hope Presbyterian 
Church
A Reformed PCA Church
13490 Benns Church Blvd., 
Smithfield
www.hopepca.com
Pastor Blake Wingfield, 
(757)542-3733
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Antioch Church 
23011 Antioch Rd., Windsor 
Darryl Palmer, Pastor 
10:30 AM- Sunday Worship 
Service 
& Junior Church for Kids 
(Childcare on Sundays) 
6:00 PM- Awana ministry for 
youth

Roman Catholic Church 
Of The Good Shepherd
300 Smithfield Blvd., 
Smithfield - (757)365-0579
Pastor: Fr. Tony Yllana
Sat. Vigil Mass 5 p.m.
Sun. Mass 9 a.m.
Weekday Mass: Tues.-Friday 
at noon
Email: admin@cgsparish.
org
www.cgsparish.org

Calvary Baptist Church 
15155 Turner Drive, 
Smithfield
Pastor Greg Gray 
Phone: (757)357-5718
“A Church Home for Your 
Family” 
Sun. 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Sun. School 9:45 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study, Prayer Mtg. 
& Children’s Ministry 7 p.m.

Smithfield Assembly 
of God
Encountering God 
- Equipping the Saints - 
Changing Lives.
1800 S. Church Street
Pastor Shawn McDowell
Pastor Carrie McDowell
Sunday Service: 10 am with 
Kid Strong and Nursery 
available
First Sunday: 7 pm Corporate 
Prayer
Mon. Night: 6 pm Abide 
Young Adults
Wed. Night: 7 pm Adult Bible 
Study, Next Chapter Youth, 
and Kid Strong
Home Life Groups 
throughout the month

To change or list 
your services or information, 
call 357-3288 or email 
dana.snow@
smithfieldtimes.com.

These local churches welcome you and 
your family to weekly services.

Have
Faith� �

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield will continue 
choosing its mayor by a 
majority vote of its sev-
en sitting Town Council 
members.

Council members in Au-
gust had discussed chang-
ing the decades-old method 
to a direct election in Au-
gust, but ultimately chose 
not to include the change in 
a slate of amendments the 
council approved on Sept. 5.

The slate of changes 
will next need to go before 

the Virginia General As-
sembly. Town Manager 
Michael Stallings said last 
month he’d been working 
with Del. Emily Brewer, 
R-Isle of Wight, to prepare 
a bill for when lawmakers 
reconvene in January.

The most notable of the 
requested charter changes 
would officially move the 
specified date for council 
elections from May to No-
vember.

In 2021, the General 
Assembly passed a law 
mandating that any towns 
with May elections move 

them to the first Tuesday 
in November to coincide 
with the general election. 
The charter, which was last 
amended in 2000 and last 
substantially updated in 
1982, still lists the May date.

Among the other chang-
es is the striking of a 1982 
provision authorizing the 
mayor to “take command 
of the police” and “deputize 
such assistant policemen as 
may be necessary” during 
“times of public danger or 
emergencies.”

Mayoral elections not 
included in Smithfield 

charter changes

Eric Leaman updates fellow Smithfield Kiwanis Club members on the 
club’s annual “Fore the Kids” golf tournament, scheduled for Oct. 6. This 
year’s event will add a youth “Drive, Chip and Putt” Competition, open 
to ages 7 to 15. Qualification round for the youth event will be on Oct. 1 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., and the finalists will compete on tournament day, 
Oct. 6, at Cypress Creek Golfers Club.  For more information, visit the 
Smithfield Kiwanis Facebook page. (Submitted photo)

Time to tee it up
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SECOND FRONT
It’s offi cial. The Dolly Parton Imagi-
nation Library has arrived in Isle of 
Wight. See Stephen Faleski’s pho-

tographic coverage of Saturday’s 
kickoff.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“There was basically no one in the fi nance depart-
ment that had any real involvement during the 
year. … The numbers kind of kept changing on 
us.”
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— Auditor Aaron Hawkins
Addressing staff turnover in the Isle of Wight County Schools fi nance 

department

SERVING ISLE OF WIGHT AND SURRY COUNTIES SINCE 1920

SMITHFIELD TIMES

Staff photo by Frederic Lee

SERVING ISLE OF WIGHT AND SURRY COUNTIES SINCE 1920
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020 Smith�eld, Va. 23431 75 cents

INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Tre Wilcox and his son, Xander, of Smithfield, take a photo with a cardboard cutout of singer-songwriter Dolly Parton 
at a Feb. 18 kickoff ceremony at The Smithfield Center celebrating the expansion of the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library into Isle of Wight County. See more photographs on Second Front inside. (Stephen Faleski/The Smithfield 
Times)

Dolly’s Library comes to Isle of Wight

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

An “energy policy” amend-
ment to Surry County’s 2040 
Comprehensive Plan that would 
limit utility-scale projects to 10% 
of the county’s developable land is 
on its way for a final decision by 

the Board of Supervisors.
Surry’s Planning Commission 

voted on Feb. 6 to recommend 
supervisors approve it.

The amendment, while intend-
ed to be inclusive of all energy 
sources, is aimed primarily at 
limiting the number and location 
of new solar farms. It would set 

a maximum of 15,278 acres, not 
counting water and wetlands, as 
the cumulative amount of land 
allocated for energy projects. 
Of this, 9,263 acres are already 
taken up by existing and ap-
proved utility-scale solar farms 
and Dominion Energy’s nuclear 
plant. Another 22.8-acre parcel 

at the Surry-Sussex county line 
is slated for Align RNG’s “biogas” 
processing facility. If approved by 
the supervisors, the amendment 
would leave just under 6,000 acres 
available for future projects.

One point of contention that 
had resulted in the originally 
scheduled Jan. 23 vote being 

pushed to February was wheth-
er the policy should make any 
mention of the small, modular 
nuclear reactors, or SMRs, touted 
in the Virginia Energy Plan Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin released in Oc-
tober. The February draft states 

Surry planners endorse solar acreage limit

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The former Windsor police of-
ficer who held Virginia National 
Guard 1st. Lt. Caron Nazario at 
gunpoint and pepper-sprayed 
him during a 2020 traffic stop 
offered a six-figure settlement 17 
days ahead of the weeklong Jan-
uary trial that saw a jury award 
Nazario less than $4,000 in damag-
es, court records show.

Joe Gutierrez, who was fired 
from Windsor’s police force in 
2021 after videos of the traffic stop 
went viral on social media, offered 
the Black and Latino guardsman 
$100,000 on Dec. 22 to drop his 

lawsuit alleging racially-moti-
vated “false imprisonment” and 
“assault and battery.” Daniel 
Crocker, another officer named 
in Nazario’s suit who remains 
on the force, offered Nazario an 
additional $50,000.

Nazario turned both offers 
down. On Jan. 17, after two days 
of deliberations, a U.S. District 
Court jury in Richmond found 
Gutierrez liable for assault – but 
not battery – and ordered that 
he pay Nazario $2,685. The jury 
ordered Crocker pay $1,000 in 
punitive damages, but no actual 
damages, for illegally searching 
Nazario’s car and briefly re-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Auditors have issued Isle of 
Wight County Schools a clean 
opinion on accounting for the 

2021-22 school year, despite 
high turnover in the school 
system’s finance department 
that culminated with the public 
resignation of its former chief 
financial officer last fall.

A clean or “unmodified” 
opinion is an industry term 
used by the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Isle of Wight County 
School Board, on Feb. 9, adopted 
its capital improvements plan.

The plan lists security up-
grades as its top priority.The 
upgrades include adding “ves-
tibules” to all nine schools for 
an estimated $901,000 and an-
other $2.5 million for 25 two-lane 

screening devices.
The vestibules would add 

a second set of locked doors to 
each school’s entrance, making 

Guardsman rejected 
$150,000 settlement

IWCS receives clean audit for ’21-22

Isle of Wight School Board 
adopts capital plan

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

If developers looking to build 
in Smithfield want a post-approval 
change to their proffer agreements 
with the town, they currently have 
to go through the rezoning process 
again, which entails a mandatory 
public hearing.

A proposed revision to the 
town’s zoning ordinance, which 
Smithfield’s Planning Commission 
voted on Feb. 14 to forward to the 
Town Council with a favorable 
recommendation, would allow the 
council to waive the public hearing 
requirement in limited instances.

Proffers are commitments made 
by developers during the rezoning 
process intended to mitigate the 
impact of a proposed housing devel-
opment, such as cash payments or 
land for infrastructure that would 
serve the development.

State law changed in 2016 to pro-
hibit localities from requesting or 
accepting “unreasonable” proffers, 
defining the term as any condition 
not “specifically and uniquely at-
tributable” to the requested rezon-
ing. According to Town Attorney 
Bill Riddick, localities are no longer 
allowed to request cash payments in 
exchange for approving a rezoning.

The town’s zoning ordinance 
currently mandates no amendment 
be made to any accepted proffer 

Smithfield 
planners 

OK limited 
waiving of 
hearings

• See PLANNERS, p. 6

• See CIP, p. 7

• See AUDIT, p. 8
• See NAZARIO, p. 7

• See SOLAR, p. 6
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What 
Assisted Living 
should be.
Live well. Do more.
Jean Wechsler
Assisted living resident at Riverside Healthy Living 
Community – Smithfield’s Magnolia Manor

Decades ago, Jean comforted the young military wives 
missing their airmen overseas. Today, she o�ers moments of 
lighthearted humor to other Magnolia Manor residents who 
might not be having their best day 
and need a little encouragement. She 
worries little, laughs often and makes 
others smile along the way.

Our residents get support with daily living activities from a 
personable sta� that feels more like friends helping friends. 
Residents enjoy cozy apartments, home-cooked meals and 
the peace of mind of 24/7 health care sta� on campus.

“Laugh yourself 
silly and the day 
goes by faster.”
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moving the guardsman’s 
firearm. 

Nazario had initially 
asked for $1 million. His 
attorney, Jonathan Arthur, 
had upped the ask to $1.5 
million on Jan. 13, the final 
day of testimony.

Now, Arthur, Crocker’s 
attorney, Anne Lahren, 
and Gutierrez’s attorney, 
Coreen Silverman, are each 
citing the wildly lower-
than-asked jury award to 
argue the opposing side 
should pay their court 
costs.

Had Nazario accepted 
the settlement, it would 
have amounted to well be-
low what the guardsman 
has accrued in attorney 
fees to date. Arthur, on 
Jan. 31, filed for $52,692.25 
in court costs and another 
$491,967.50 in attorney fees 
citing Federal Rule of Civil 
Procedure No. 54 and Title 
42, Section 1988 of the U.S. 
Code, which allow the “pre-
vailing party” to recover 
court costs and reasonable 
attorney fees.

Nazario, despite the low 
jury award, is still a pre-
vailing party with regards 
to Gutierrez’s assault and 
the court’s decision last 
summer to declare Crock-
er’s search illegal, Arthur 
contends.

Lahren and Silverman 
filed their own court cost 
petitions a day later, on 
Feb. 1. Each cites Federal 
Rule of Civil Procedure No. 

68, which states if awarded 
damages do not exceed a 
settlement offer rejected by 
the plaintiff, the defendant 
is allowed to recover costs.

Silverman fi led for 
$27,367.41 in court costs on 
behalf of Gutierrez. Lahren 
filed for $24,307.12 on behalf 
of Crocker.

The latest post-trial legal 
battle comes as each party 
awaits U.S. District Court 
Judge Roderick Young’s 
ruling on Arthur’s Jan. 
20 request that the court 
either overturn the jury 
verdict and enter judgment 
for Nazario, or grant a new 
trial on all claims exclud-
ing the assault and illegal 
search.

Crocker had pulled 
Nazario over on Dec. 5, 2020, 
for allegedly lacking a rear 
license plate. Gutierrez re-
sponded to the scene when 
Crocker reported a “felony 
traffic stop” to dispatchers. 

Nazario had a tempo-
rary, expired New York tag 
taped to the inside of his 
car’s window. Crocker said 
he didn’t see it and accused 
the lieutenant of eluding 
police for driving roughly a 
mile down Route 460 to a BP 
gas station before stopping.

The viral video footage 
shows the two officers exit 
their patrol cars with guns 
drawn and shout conflict-
ing commands at Nazario 
to keep his hands out of his 
car’s window and exit the 
vehicle while the guards-

man repeatedly  asks , 
“What’s going on?” At one 
point, Gutierrez answers 
by telling Nazario he was 
“fixin’ to ride the light-
ning,” a phrase Nazario’s 
lawsuit contended was a 
colloquial reference to an 
execution but Gutierrez 
contended was a reference 
to a taser. Nazario then 
tells the officers he’s “hon-
estly afraid to get out,” to 
which Gutierrez responds, 
“You should be.” Gutierrez 
eventually pepper-sprays 
Nazario multiple times and 
uses knee-strikes to force 
the lieutenant from his car.

• Continued from p. 1

Nazario

• Continued from p. 1

CIP
visitors check in with the 
school’s office before being 
allowed access to the rest 
of the building. The screen-
ing devices would function 
like metal detectors but use 
artificial intelligence to dis-
tinguish between weapons 
and other metallic objects for 
more rapid screening.

Replacing the 1960s-era 
Westside Elementary or 
building a new school is now 
the No. 2 priority, a change 
from a January draft that 
listed a $5.5 million “fleet 
services building” for main-
tenance on school buses in 
the No. 2 slot. The building 
and an additional $100,000 
for renovating the existing 
circa-1955 bus garage is now 
the No. 3 priority.

Per the board’s January 
discussions, expanding Isle 
of Wight’s career and tech-
nical education programs, 
renovating Smithfield High 
School’s band and chorus 
rooms, offering public-
ly-funded preschool for all 
4-year-olds in the county, 
and upgrades to Smithfield’s 
and Windsor High School’s 
baseball and football fields 
are listed as priorities four 
through eight, respectively.

With the School Board’s 
vote now on record, the plan 
will head to county supervi-
sors, who have the final say 
over which school projects 
get funded in the county’s 
overall capital improve-
ments program.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The death of a Smithfield 
man whose body was found 
in an abandoned house last 
fall has been ruled acciden-
tal and drug-related.

According to Smithfield 
Police Lt. Patrick Araojo, 

Virginia’s Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner 
has filed a report listing 
“complications of acute 
combined ethanol and co-
caine use” and “chron-
ic substance abuse” as 
40-year-old Leondus Hollo-
man’s cause of death.

An autopsy showed no 

evidence of any injury and 
the investigation has been 
closed, Araojo said.

Police had responded 
on Oct. 29 to 202 West St. 
after a neighbor reported 
a foul odor coming from 
the house. There, officers 
found Holloman lying face 
down in the front room of 

the home.
Holloman’s family had 

reported him missing on 
Oct. 11. He’d been last seen 
alive around 3 p.m. Oct. 
4 in the 300 block of Mid-
dle Street, roughly a block 
away from the house where 
his body was found.

Staff Report

A 62-year-old man was 
injured Sunday in a shoot-
ing at Jersey Park Apart-
ments in Smithfield.

Smithfield police and 
Isle of Wight County sher-
iff’s deputies responded 
to the scene at 7:08 p.m. 

Officers found the victim, 
whom police did not identi-
fy, in the parking lot suffer-
ing from a single gunshot 
wound. He was transported 
to Riverside Regional Medi-
cal Center in Newport News 
in stable condition.

The suspects, according 
to police, fled by vehicle 

prior to officers’ arrival.
Smithfield Police Lt. Pat-

rick Araojo said as of Tues-
day morning that the hos-
pital had not informed the 
department of any change 
in the victim’s status, and 
declined to elaborate on 
any suspects, leads or pos-
sible motives, stating only 

that the “investigation is 
active.”

Police are asking anyone 
with information on the 
incident to provide their tip 
anonymously through the 
Crime Line at 1-888-LOCK-
U-UP, www.p3tips.com or 
investigations@smithfiel-
dva.gov.

Holloman death ruled accidental

62-year-old injured in Jersey Park 
Apartments shooting

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Planning 
Commission voted unani-
mously on Feb. 14 to send 
two proposed changes to the 
town’s zoning ordinance, 
each pertaining to shipping 
containers, to the Town 
Council with recommenda-
tions for approval.

Currently, the zoning 
ordinance allows shipping 
containers only as tempo-
rary structures, permitting 
them for a maximum of 60 
days with a waiver and up 
to an additional 90 days 
with a zoning permit.

The first change would 
replace the 60-day waiver 
requirement with a 21-day 
grace period where no waiv-

er or permit is required. 
The intent is to allow res-
idents to rent moving pods 
without needing to go to the 
Planning Commission for 
permission.

Under the proposed 
change, a waiver would 
grant an additional 45 days. 
The requirement of a zon-
ing permit for a 90-day ex-
tension would remain as-is.

The  second change 
would make permanent 
shipping containers a by-
right use in areas zoned for 
heavy industry (I-2), mean-
ing owners of I-2-zoned 
parcels would be allowed 
to place containers on their 
property without needing 
town approval.

Shipping containers 
would also be permitted 

by special use permit in 
light industrial (I-1) zoning, 
farmlands zoned for com-
munity conservation (CC) 
and in the town’s highway 
retail commercial district 
(HRC) under the second 
change. Obtaining a special 
use permit would entail an 
applicant making his or 
her case to the Planning 
Commission.

The proposed language 
would also allow containers 
to be stacked upon receipt 
of a special use permit. The 
Smithfield Volunteer Fire 
Department, which has 
been granted an extension 
pending the adoption of the 
proposed ordinance chang-
es, maintains a two-story 
training structure out of 
stacked shipping contain-

ers behind its station on 
South Church Street.

Shipping container proposals 
advance to Smithfield Town Council

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Business or trade schools 
can now obtain a permit to 
operate in Surry County’s 
agricultural-zoned areas.

Surry supervisors vot-
ed unanimously on Feb. 
2 to add business or trade 
schools to the list of activ-
ities allowed with a con-

ditional use permit in the 
county’s agricultural-rural 
district.

According to County 
Attorney Lola Perkins, the 
county’s existing definition 
of educational facilities is 
limited to non-commercial 
schools, so any that would 
charge a fee for classes 
would not qualify for the 
use. According to Horace 

Wade, Surry County’s di-
rector of planning and com-
munity development, the 
county has been reviewing 
a potential project for a 
conditional use permit that 
will likely seek the business 
or trade school use now that 
it’s an option. Wade did not 
name or provide details on 
the proposed project.

Surry allows business, 
trade schools in 

agricultural zones
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