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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade
war with China wages
on, putting the value of
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle
of  Wight County Virginia
Cooperative Extension

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County
for the implementation of
high-speed fiber internet,
some Isle of  Wight residents
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own
color  pa lette , captured
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband
—  Morin said that she’s left
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her
cellular company, Verizon.
Verizon provides internet
through a device called a
“MiFi,” a router that acts as
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email,
adding, “We would really
like to catch up with the
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband
access shouldn’t be an issue,
she said.

Doggett Lane resident
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser
hasn’t seen a decline in
planting that particular
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by
local farmers. Among
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased
a little. 

China eased up on
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of
Wight County Schools
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he
and his administrative
team were still batting
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public
Schools, according to Isle
of  Wight County Public
Schools Spokesperson Lynn
Briggs.  

The preschool would
operate on the same days
as Windsor Elementary
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of
Wight County spokesperson
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s
budget proposal for the
preschool  amount to
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks
the first time a utility has
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia,
according to a press release
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy,
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with
the stakeholders over the
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I
am incredibly excited for
the positive impact this will
have for the residents and
business owners of  Surry
County,” said Del. Emily
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20
press release.

The cost of  the entire
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Election winners and losers
Visit SmithfieldTimes.com for results of the 2023 election, including General Assembly seats 
and Isle of Wight and Surry county offices.

Three generations of the Blair family dressed as characters from the Disney movie 
“Frozen.” Amelia Blair dressed as Elsa. Her mother, Amanda Blair, and father, Arthur 
Batchelor, dressed as Anna and Kristoff, respectively. Grandparents Robert and Jackie 
Blair joined in as Olaf and Sven. See more photos from the night on Second Front. 
(Photo submitted by Jackie Blair) 

Ham-o-ween fun 

Staff Report

The Isle of Wight County Sher-
iff’s Office has named a suspect 
in connection with a shooting in 
Carrollton last week that killed 
a man.

Investigators are looking for 

22-year-old Travis Wilson, who
they say is “known to live off-and-
on with family in Carrollton” and 
“has ties to New York” where the 
victim lived.

Wilson was still at large as of 
Nov. 6.

A 911 call on Nov. 2 alerted dep-

uties to a shooting 
in the 12000 block 
of  Smiths Neck 
R o a d  n e a r  t h e 
Jones Creek mo-
bile home park and 
boat ramp. There, 
they found 30-year-

old Marvin Guillaume-Sam of 
Flushing, New York, suffering 
from multiple gunshot wounds.

Guillaume-Sam was transport-
ed to Riverside Regional Medical 
Center in Newport News where 
he succumbed to his injuries.

Investigators are still working 

to determine the victim’s connec-
tion to Isle of Wight County.

According to a Nov. 4 news 
release from the Sheriff’s Office, 
Wilson “should be considered 
armed and dangerous.”  “Do not 

Carrollton shooting suspect at large

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County School 
Board Chairman John Collick in 
early September asked Vice Chair-
man Jason Maresh to support him 
in reprimanding Superintendent 
Theo Cramer for providing what 
Collick described in an email as 
“misleading information to the 
board” concerning the school divi-
sion’s ending its 2022-23 school year 
with a deficit of several hundred 
thousand dollars.

Maresh, however, wasn’t on 
board with the idea, and was more 

inclined to lay blame – as Cramer 
had – with administrators in place 
prior to Cramer’s August 2022 
arrival.

The Smithfield Times obtained 
the email exchange through a Free-
dom of Information Act request. 
Collick told the Times he didn’t 
recall the exchange with Maresh 
but said he ultimately did not move 
forward with asking the board to 
reprimand Cramer.

Cramer informed the School 
Board on Aug. 10 that the division 
had overspent its 2022-23 budget by 
more than $600,000. At the board’s 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Disagreement over whether to 
reprimand Isle of Wight County 
Schools Superintendent Theo Cra-
mer wasn’t the only rift to emerge 
between School Board Chairman 
John Collick and Vice Chairman 
Jason Maresh in the wake of the 
school division ending its 2022-23 
school year with a deficit of several 
hundred thousand dollars.

The two also split over whether 
to involve Cramer’s predeces-

sor, retired Superintendent Jim 
Thornton, in efforts to resolve the 
financial crisis.

The day after Cramer disclosed
the shortfall at an Aug. 10 School 
Board meeting, Maresh emailed 
all five Isle of Wight County super-
visors, reiterating Cramer’s expla-
nation for the deficit. Cramer had 
blamed overspending on transpor-
tation and substitute teacher wag-
es, coupled with a nearly $945,000 
reduction in state funding. 

Maresh, who prior to his Nov. 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County is the lat-
est Hampton Roads locality to con-
tend with so-called “car clubs,” a 
new trend in illegal street racing 
where large groups of motorists 
meet up to drive against the flow 
of traffic, do donuts and perform 
other stunts in parking lots and 
intersections in hopes of attract-
ing social media attention.

The county Sheriff’s Office 
says its deputies have had three 
encounters with these types of 
groups, most recently on Oct. 15 
when nearly 200 vehicles drove 

across the James River Bridge to 
the Carrollton Food Lion. When 
law enforcement responded, a par-
ticipant in the melee was caught 
on a deputy’s body camera jump-
ing on the hood of a patrol car.

“They organize most often 
through social media posts,” said 
Deputy Alecia Paul, a spokeswom-
an for the Sheriff’s Office. “Their 
main goal has been to gather in 
large groups and cause general 
mayhem. They participate in 
reckless and lawless acts, which 
are extremely dangerous to them-
selves and bystanders.”

Deputies were able to intercept 
and disperse much of the Oct. 

15 crowd, though two vehicles 
fled the scene. One of the fleeing 
drivers turned into the Taco Bell 
parking lot on Benns Church 
Boulevard “at a high rate of 
speed” and “attempted to further 
elude deputies by turning off their 
lights,” Paul said. “As a result, the 
vehicle crashed, and two subjects 
were apprehended.”

According to Paul, the Sheriff’s 
Office impounded two cars and 
confiscated multiple firearms 
and arrested three people – Logan 
Shuster, Xzavier Major and Khalil 
Carter – in connection with the 

Reprimand Cramer 
for IWCS deficit?

Collick, Maresh split
over naming Thornton 

to committee

IW law enforcement seeks to hit 
the brakes on so-called ‘car clubs’

• See SHOOTING, p. 7

• See CRAMER, p. 6

• See COUNCILMAN, p. 7

• See DEFICIT, p. 7• See CAR CLUBS, p. 5

Wilson

Hall

✰✰

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield Town Councilman 
Wayne Hall has been charged with 
groping a woman.

According to a Nov. 7 town news 
release, Hall faces one count of 
sexual battery and another count 
of assault and battery, both Class 
1 misdemeanors, each punishable 
by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up 
to a year in jail.

Hall is further barred from com-
ing within 500 feet of the alleged 
victim, her home, place of work or 
vehicles, per an emergency protec-
tive order.

The protective order alleges 
Hall, a formerly longtime friend of 

the alleged victim, 
to have entered her 
Isle of Wight Coun-
ty home on Nov. 3 
“under the ruse of
seeing what she had 
done with the house
she built” and im-
mediately began 
grabbing, kissing and groping her.

The woman, in a handwritten 
criminal complaint, alleges Hall 
held her against her will “while 
he kissed me and felt my breasts” 
and “tried to go under my shirt” for 
“several minutes.”

“During that time, he put his 
tongue in my mouth and was 

Town Council’s
Hall charged with

sexual battery
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 •  Fund new and returning Ladies of Distinction sites and participants throughout the academic 

school year and summer enrichment. We are raising the next generation of female leaders and 
world changers who lead with distinction.

 •  Empower women and support our Raising Excellent Daughters Program through retreats, 
conferences, mentoring, and exposure trips.

 •  Scholarships: Support a young woman in pursuit of her educational dreams and aspirations, 
enabling her to confidently walk in her full potential.
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What  
Assisted Living 
should be.
Our residents get support with daily living activities from a 
personable staff that feels more like friends helping friends. 
Residents enjoy cozy apartments, home-cooked meals and 
the peace of mind of 24/7 health care staff on campus.

Call or visit us online today!
 757-357-3282  |  riversideonline.com/smithfield

“I love the 
activities that 
are held, I have 
a lot to do each 
day. The staff is 
excellent, and I 
would recommend 
living here to my 
friends.”

June Kuebler 
Assisted living resident at Riverside Lifelong 
Health & Rehabilitation Smithfield
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Deficit
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Councilman
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Shooting

8, 2022, election to the School 
Board had been a vocal critic 
of Thornton, noted in his 
email to the supervisors that 
the 2022-23 budget had been 
developed “before Dr. Cra-
mer was hired” in August 
of that year, and “before my 
time on this board,” alleg-
ing in the same email that 
Cramer had “inherited a 
hot mess.”

Cramer too had, in an 
Aug. 14 email, urged Collick 
and Maresh to “Remember, 
we inherited this problem.”

The Smithfield Times ob-
tained the emails through a 
Freedom of Information Act 
request.

Supervisor Dick Grice, 
at the Board of Supervisors’ 
Aug. 17 meeting, told Col-
lick he had “no confidence” 
in Cramer’s numbers, but 
would have been willing to 
vote in favor of approving 
Cramer’s request for more 
than $600,000 in additional 
county funds to eliminate 
the deficit, conditioned on 
the formation of what Grice 
termed a “review board” to 
independently verify Cram-
er’s explanation.

Collick told Grice at the 
same meeting that the “con-
sensus” among the School 
Board was to wait until the 
division’s 2022-23 books are 
audited rather than agree 
to Grice’s plan. The supervi-
sors, as a result, voted that 
same evening to fund only a 
fraction of the deficit, leav-
ing the division still $438,506 
in the red as of mid-Septem-
ber.

“To be clear, the only rea-
son I objected to Mr. Grice’s 
proposal … was due to his 
demand to include Mr. Jim 
Thornton in the process,” 
Maresh wrote to Board of Su-
pervisors Chairman William 
McCarty and Vice Chairman 
Joel Acree the day after the 
supervisors’ meeting. “It is 
my personal opinion that 
including Mr. Thornton in 
such a process, in any ca-
pacity, is inappropriate for 
a variety of reasons.”

Grice, speaking to the 
Times by phone on Oct. 24, 
confirmed he’d asked that 
Thornton “at least be called 
in.” Collick, in an Oct. 24 
email to the Times, said he 
too had been in favor of in-
volving Thornton in Grice’s 
proposed committee.

“The School Board mem-
bers had different reasons 

for not wanting a local re-
view board but I can only 
speak for myself,” Collick 
said. “I believed that the 
information Dr. Thornton 
could have provided would 
have been beneficial. If Dr. 
Thornton wasn’t going to be 
involved, I couldn’t support 
Dr. Cramer or (Deputy Su-
perintendent Christopher) 
Coleman’s involvement 
since, in my opinion, any 
findings would have been 
one-sided and not accepted 
by the public.”

Thornton has disputed 
several of Cramer’s claims 
regarding the deficit, among 
them his explanation for the 
transportation department’s 
overspending.

The School Board had 
voted in early 2022 to raise 
the minimum pay for bus 
drivers and bus assistants 
to $20 per hour and $15 per 
hour, respectively, and 
to fund the raises for the 
then-remaining six months 
of the 2021-22 school year 
with Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emergency 
Relief, or ESSER, money the 
division had received from a 
federal pandemic relief pack-
age known as the American 
Rescue Plan Act, or ARPA.

Cramer in August alleged 
Isle of Wight County Schools’ 
former chief financial offi-
cer, Steve Kepnes, had never 
identified a non-ESSER fund-
ing source to continue the 
raises into the 2022-23 school 
year. Kepnes and Thornton 
each disputed the allegation.

Collick then wrote to 
School Board members De-
nise Tynes and Michael Cun-
ningham on Sept. 12 seeking 
their input on slides Cramer 
had drafted with updated 
information on the deficit 
ahead of the board’s Sept. 14 
meeting.

“As you may recall, some-
one mentioned it’s the fault 
of the previous administra-
tion,” Collick wrote to Tynes 
and Cunningham. “Well, 
that comment is completely 
false in my opinion; while 
there’s quite a few things 
that happened to put us in 
this situation, it’s definitely 
not the fault of any single 
individual.”

Collick’s email then 
warns of “liability issues if 
the public infers that Jim 
Thornton is to blame.”

At the Sept. 14 meeting, 
Chief Financial Officer Lar-

isa Harris, for the first time, 
mentioned another factor 
that had contributed to the 
state funding shortfall.

Cramer and his staff had 
initially blamed the reduc-
tion on a 2% decrease in 
enrollment from the 5,568 
students expected in Septem-
ber 2022, but acknowledged 
on Sept. 14 that an error on 
one of the division’s reports 
to the state was responsible 
for 60% of the funding loss. 
Specifically, the division 
had mistakenly certified 
to the state last year that 
it would give less than the 
5% state-mandated teacher 
raise approved by the School 
Board. The error shorted the 
division half the $1.1 mil-
lion in supplemental state 
funding Isle of Wight should 
have been eligible to receive 
for giving its teachers the 
full 5%.

“Both were avoidable 
mistakes, but mistakes none-
theless,” Collick told the 
Times by email on Oct. 25. 
“If either one didn’t happen, 
the deficit wouldn’t exist. In 
no way was Dr. Thornton 
responsible for any part of 
the shortfall, as far as I am 
concerned.”

Maresh, in a Nov. 1 email 
to the Times, cited the res-
ignations of Kepnes and 
his immediate successor, 
Rachel Trollinger, among 
his reasons for not wanting 
Thornton on Grice’s pro-
posed committee. Following 
Kepnes’ departure, Isle of 
Wight County Schools went 
roughly three months with-
out a chief financial officer. 
Trollinger was hired in Au-
gust 2022 and tendered her 
own resignation in October 
of that year, making sever-
al allegations of financial 
mismanagement during the 
public comment period at a 
Nov. 10, 2022, School Board 
meeting.

“Given the totality of this 
situation I struggle to hold 
Dr. Cramer directly account-
able for the budget deficit,” 
Maresh told the Times. “As 
far as Thornton goes … I do 
not believe in coincidence, 
or at least not to the level 
found in this circumstance. 
In my opinion had Thornton 
not been allowed to retire 
early, and had Thornton not 
left IWCS without a CFO, 
chances are this would have 
ended differently.”

approach or engage 
the suspect,” the news 
release states. “If you 
see him, immediately 
call 911.” Wilson is 
described as 6-foot-
2-inches in height, 
weighing approxi-

mately 170 pounds, 
with a small facial 
tattoo in the area of 
his left eye. He is said 
to go by the name of 
“ N i n o  G a m b i n o . ”  
Anyone with infor-
mation on Wilson’s 

whereabouts is asked 
to call the crime line 
at 1-888-LOCK-U-UP or 
submit a tip to P3tips.
com. All tips remain 
confidential and call-
ers are never asked to 
reveal their identity.

Guillaume-
Sam

Helping Children and 
Families Learn, Grow, 
& Thrive in Western 

Tidewater
For nearly 40 years, the Children’s Center has helped children and 

families in Western Tidewater learn, grow, and thrive. As a nonprofit 
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education to families throughout our  
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rubbing my body,” the com-
plaint alleges.

Hall was arrested and 
processed at the Smithfield 
Police Department. He ap-
peared via video conference 
before a magistrate and was 
released on a $1,000 unse-
cured bail.

According to Smithfield 
Police  Lt. William Wooley, 
the department did not take 
part in the investigation 
and was responsible only 
for taking Hall into custody. 
The complainant “took out 
her own warrants,” Wooley 
told The Smithfield Times.

Hall, himself a former 
investigator with the Isle 
of Wight County Sheriff’s 

Office, first ran for his Town 
Council seat in 2018 and was 
reelected to a second four-
year term in 2022.

The arrest marks the 
second time in less than a 
month that a member of 
Smithfield’s Town Council 
has been charged with a 
misdemeanor crime. Coun-
cilwoman Renee Rountree, 
a candidate for the Smith-
field-centric District 1 seat 
on Isle of Wight’s Board 
of Supervisors, was also 
charged last month with 
receiving stolen property, 
another Class 1 misdemean-
or, after police allegedly 
discovered campaign signs 
of opponent Chris Torre in 

the crawlspace of Rountree’s 
home.

Hall did not immediately 
respond to The Smithfield 
Times’ request for com-
ments.

Smithfield Mayor Steve 
Bowman issued the follow-
ing statement:

“  In this country, a person 
is innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. That 
being said, I recognize that 
these are serious charges. 
As members of the Smith-
field Town Council, we are 
obligated to lead in a man-
ner that instills confidence 
in our constituency. I will 
continue to strive to do just 
that.”
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s School 
Board voted 3-2 on Oct. 12 to adopt 
new transgender student policies 
the Virginia Department of Edu-
cation released in July.

Board members Denise Tynes 

and Michael Cunningham cast 
the dissenting votes.

Former Gov. Ralph Northam, 
a Democrat, signed legislation 
in 2020 requiring school boards 
to adopt policies “consistent 
with” or “more comprehensive 
than” model policies the VDOE 
released in 2021. The 2023 ver-

sion the VDOE developed under 
Northam’s Republican successor, 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin, rolls back 
many of the 2021 provisions.

The 2023 policy document, ti-
tled “Model Policies on Ensuring 
Privacy, Dignity, and Respect 
for All Students and Parents 
in Virginia’s Public Schools,” 

asserts the 2021 policies to have 
“promoted a specific viewpoint 
aimed at achieving cultural and 
social transformation in schools” 
that “disregarded the rights of 
parents.”

LGBTQ advocates, however, 
contend the new policies will 
effectively require teachers to 

“out” transgender students to 
unsupportive parents who may 
disown them.

Among the changes to School 
Board Policy JO, which pertains 
to student records, is a provision 
taken verbatim from the state lan-

IWCS adopts new transgender policies

Dreary conditions didn’t stop the annual Hog Jog through the 
streets of Downtown Smithfield on Oct. 14, raising money for the 
Christian Outreach Program. Above, runners take off on Luter 
Drive. At right, fastest competitor John Butler crosses the finish 
line. It was a big day for COP, which also held its Souper Saturday 
fundraiser. See related letter to the editor on Page 3. (Photos by 
John Edwards)

Hog Jog fun

Age: 51
O c c u p a -

tion: Retired 
Navy Captain

P r i o r 
elected offic-
es held: None

1 .  C a n 
you briefly 
summarize 
why you decided to run for the 
84th District?

I am running because parents 
like me are concerned about our 
children and grandchildren’s 
future. Politicians in Richmond 
have forgotten what it is like 
for so many Virginians who are 
struggling to make ends meet. I 
have 25 years of experience in the 
U.S. Navy fighting to defend the 
Constitution of the United States. I 

Age: 28 
O c c u p a -

tion: Mental 
Health Coun-
selor 

P r i o r 
elected offic-
es held: Del-
egate, House 
D i s t r i c t  7 9 
(2022-2023) 

1. Can you briefly summarize 
why you decided to run for the 
84th House District? 

Born and raised in Hampton 
Roads, I’m running for office be-
cause we need an advocate for our 
community who will fight for ev-
eryday working families. I believe I 
have the energy, vision, and experi-
ence needed to put people first. I’m 
not afraid to stand up to the special 
interests in Richmond and, as a 

District 84
State House

General Election ’23

Nadarius 
Clark

Mike 
Dillender

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A  S m i t h -
f i e l d  T o w n 
Council mem-
ber who is run-
ning for a seat 
on Isle of Wight 
C o u n t y ’ s 
Board of Su-
pervisors has 
been charged 
criminally in connection with the 
theft of her opponent’s campaign 
signs.

Councilwoman Renee Rountree 
faces a charge of receiving stolen 

Council
member

charged in
theft case

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight and Surry 
county schools still haven’t 
returned to pre-pandemic en-
rollment.

Isle of Wight remains 68 

students, or 1.2%, down from 
the 5,506 enrolled four years 
ago, according to data Deputy 
Superintendent Susan Goetz 
and Colleen Loud, the school di-
vision’s director of assessment 
and accountability, shared 
at the School Board’s Oct. 12 

meeting.
Two days earlier, at the Sur-

ry School Board’s Oct. 10 meet-
ing, Superintendent Serbrenia 
Sims shared data showing a 
decrease of 49 students, or just 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Early votes in Isle of Wight 
and Surry counties are slowly 
but steadily trickling in.

Around 1,235 Isle of Wight 
voters had cast their bal-
lots in this year’s local and 
state elections as of Oct. 17, 

according to Registrar Lisa 
Betterton.

The 26-day total since ear-
ly in-person and absentee 
voting began on Sept. 22 
amounts to just under 4% of 
the county’s 31,392 registered 
voters.

In Surry, 349 ballots ac-
counting for just over 6% of 

the county’s 5,646 registered 
voters had arrived at Regis-
trar Sharná White’s office by 
the same date.

Since 2020, Virginia has 
offered “no excuse” early 
voting, meaning voters no 
longer need to state their 

IW, Surry schools still below 
pre-pandemic enrollment

Early voting in Isle of Wight, 
Surry off to slow start

• See TRANSGENDER, p. 5

• See SIGNS, p. 4

• See DILLENDER, p. 7• See CLARK, p. 7• See VOTING, p. 6

• See ENROLLMENT, p. 6

Rountree

Ham-o-ween is fast approaching downtown. The Smithfi eld Times again 
will partner with other downtown merchants for an evening of safe trick-
or-treating and other fun from 5-7 Oct. 31 along Main Street. The annual 
costume contest will begin at 5:45 p.m. on the Main Street Square stage, 
228 Main St., in front of The Smithfi eld Times offi ce. After claiming your 
last treats downtown, head over to Grace Street, where the residents do 
Halloween in style. Main and Grace streets will be closed to vehicular 
traffi c until 8 p.m. Email info@smithfi eldtimes.com for information. 

Smithfield police say they 
confiscated two signs like 
this one from a crawl space 
at the home of a political rival, 
Town Councilwoman Renee 
Rountree.
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goods, while her son-in-
law, Blacksburg resident 
and former Virginia Tech 
football player Jesse Han-
son, has been charged with 
larceny after security vid-
eo showed a man remove 
a sign on North Church 
Street, police said. Both 
charges are Class 1 misde-
meanors, punishable by a 
fine of up to $2,500 and/or 
up to a year in jail.

Rountree was the only 
candidate to submit paper-
work by June 20 to get her 
name on the ballot for the 
Smithfield-centric District 
1 supervisor seat. Chris 
Torre, a retired real estate 
developer, announced on 
Sept. 19 he would mount a 
last-minute write-in cam-
paign for the District 1 seat.

By Sept. 27, a number of 
yard signs supporting Torre 
could be seen throughout 
the town. By Oct. 2, Torre 
and his campaign volun-
teers noticed some of the 
signs they’d placed had 
gone missing.

“One sign was being 
stolen from its location 
over and over again,” Torre 
told The Smithfield Times. 
“Every time the team re-
placed the missing one with 
another sign, that one got 
stolen too.”

Signs Torre placed in his 
front yard on Sept. 27 were 
taken sometime during the 
evening or night of Oct. 
2. Another placed at the 
entrance to Smithfield’s 
Cypress Creek community 
alongside signs for several 
other candidates also went 
missing sometime prior 
to 11:23 a.m. on Oct. 3, ac-
cording to Leah Walker, 
one of Torre’s campaign 
volunteers.

The Cypress Creek yard 
sign was replaced by the 
campaign on Oct. 4 and 
taken again sometime pri-
or to 10:45 a.m. on Oct. 8, 
Walker said, noting that 
only Torre’s sign and none 
of the others placed at the 
subdivision’s entrance had 
been disturbed.

Walker said the team 
searched the internet for a 
solution and came up with 
the idea to attach AirTags, 
a button-sized tracking 
device made by Apple, to 
some of the signs in hopes 
of catching the culprits, and 
provided the tracking info 
to police.

According to an Oct. 12 
town news release, police 
traced signs stolen from 
two separate locations to 
the 400 block of Royal Dor-
noch in Cypress Creek, 
where Rountree lives.

“The Town of Smithfield 
and the Smithfield Police 
Department will continue 
to fully cooperate with the 
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s Office in this matter,” 
the press release stated.

Rountree, on the same 
day of the press release, 
issued the following state-
ment:

“Dear friends, neigh-
bors, and supporters: Please 
know that I have fully coop-
erated with the Smithfield 
Police Department’s inves-
tigation of alleged missing 

signs of the Chris Torre 
write-in campaign. I main-
tain my innocence in this 
matter, but on advice of my 
counsel will not make any 
further statements at this 
time. While this situation 
is unfortunate for our com-
munity, it does not distract 
me from my efforts to serve 
Smithfield and ultimately 
the citizens of Isle of Wight 
County. I would like to 
thank everyone for their 
continued support as I re-
fute these allegations made 
against me and as (sic) my 
family.”

Smithfield Mayor Steve 
Bowman, who in the Times’ 
Oct. 4 edition endorsed 
Rountree’s bid for supervi-
sor in a letter to the editor, 
declined to comment on the 
charge she now faces.

The footage showing a 
man walking away with a 
Chris Torre sign placed on 
North Church Street near 
Cure coffee shop came from 
a video camera mounted 
outside the Isle of Wight 
County Museum, according 
to a police report by Lt. J. 
Eric Phillips.

Phillips’ report states he 
made contact Oct. 9 with 
Rountree’s husband, who 
granted police permission 
to search the family’s resi-
dence for the missing signs 
and called his wife, whom 
he then put on speaker-
phone to talk with Phillips. 
She allegedly told Phillips 
that Hanson had taken the 
signs “as a prank.”

Rountree then allegedly 
told Phillips over the phone 
that she’d planned to “put 
them behind the treasurer’s 
office” where campaign 
signs removed from public 
right-of-ways are typically 
taken before they’re re-
turned to candidates, but 
“didn’t have time.”

Phillips called Hanson 
the same day. He alleged-
ly admitted to taking two 
signs.

Rountree, according to 
Phillips’ report, allegedly 
told Torre in a phone con-
versation that she’d seen 
several of his signs in the 
back of her son-in-law’s 
pickup truck, had placed 
them in her garage “for 
safekeeping” and “intended 
to return them.” Torre also 
told the Times that Roun-
tree had used the phrase 
“for safekeeping” when 
describing his conversation 
with her. Phillips’ report, 
however, states he found 
the signs “just inside the 
crawl space access door” 
in the home’s foundation.

Hanson is a senior and 
medically retired offensive 
lineman at Virginia Tech. 
The college, on Oct. 13, 
said it would be addressing 
the matter “with internal 
disciplinary measures and 
appropriate action.”

Travis Wells, a spokes-
man for Virginia Tech’s 
athletics department, said 
Hanson had been “helping 
out with the team” in a 
non-playing capacity this 
semester, but is “currently 
on a leave from team activ-
ities.”

Rountree contacted po-

lice herself on Oct. 12 and, 
according to Phillips, told 
him and Chief Alonzo How-
ell that she would be avail-
able at 3:30 p.m. that day at 
her home for an officer to 
serve her with her warrant.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Georgette Phillips told 
the Times on Oct. 13 that 
charging Rountree and her 
son-in-law was a decision 
made by police, not her 
office.

Police “presented us 
with a set of facts and we 
advised what potential 
charges were appropriate 

given the evidence pre-
sented,” Phillips said. “My 
office did not make the 
decision to charge any in-
dividual.”

Virginia law obligates 
commonwealth’s attorneys 
to prosecute felonies but 
gives discretion in whether 
to assign a prosecutor to 
argue a misdemeanor case.

“We may prosecute a 
misdemeanor larceny of-
fense pursuant to a request 
from either the law enforce-
ment officer or the victim,” 
Phillips said.

• Continued from p. 1

Signs
• Continued from p. 3

Letters
Iran hell-bent

on destruction

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

The Atlantic (July 15, 
2022): “When Iran Says 
‘Death to Israel,’ It Means It”

NBC (Dec.11, 2006): “Ira-
nian leader says Israel will 
be ‘wiped out’ ”

Reuters (Sept. 24, 2012): 
“In New York, defiant Ah-
madinejad says Israel will be 
‘eliminated’ ”

YouTube/AP Archive 
(June 23, 2017): “Countdown 
to destruction of Israel at 
Iran rally”

i24 News (Jan. 6, 2021): 
“Iran Parliament to debate 
bill calling for Israel’s de-
struction by 2040”

The New York Times 
(May 23, 2021): “Iran, a 
Longtime Backer of Hamas, 
Cheers Attacks on Israel”

The Times of Israel (April 
14, 2023): “Chanting ‘Death 
to Israel,’ tens of thousands 
march in Tehran for ‘Jeru-
salem Day’ ”

The Jerusalem Post (April 
29, 2023): “Hamas leader ac-
cepts invitation to visit Iran”

The Wall Street Journal 
(Oct. 8, 2023): “Iran Helped 
Plot Attack on Israel Over 
Several Weeks”

AP News (Oct. 9, 2023): “Is-
raeli survivors recount ter-
ror at music festival, where 
Hamas militants killed at 
least 260”

CNN (Oct. 11, 2023): “Chil-
dren found ‘butchered’ in 
Israeli kibbutz, IDF says, 
as horror of Hamas’ at-
tacks near border begins to 
emerge”

MSNBC (Oct. 12, 2023): “ ‘It 
is beyond what anyone would 
ever want to imagine’: Secre-
tary Blinken on the horrors 
in Israel”

God forbid Iran acquires 
nuclear weapons.

Joe Naneville
Windsor

Rescue Squad 
Auxiliary grateful

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

The members of the Isle of 
Wight County Volunteer Res-
cue Squad Auxiliary would 

like to express their sincere 
appreciation to the many 
businesses in Smithfield and 
Carrollton that supported 
our recent gift certificate 
basket raffle fundraiser.  

We are also very thankful 
for the many people in the 
community who made dona-
tions for raffle tickets. This 
project was very productive, 
raising $2,600.  

The following businesses 
donated gift certificates for 
the two baskets: American 
Laser Art LLC, Anna’s Ris-
torante Pasta Vino & Pizza, 
Bayport Credit Union, Bon 
Vivant, Bubba & Frank’s 
Smokehouse BBQ, Burger 
King, Cone Slinger, Dave’s 
Service Center, Eclipse Pets, 
Farmer’s Table, Fast Lube, 
Finley’s General Store & 
Southern Boutique, Grafik 
Trenz, LLC, Hair Stop, Jala-
penos Mexican Restaurant, 
Knox’s Automotive Cen-
ter, Inc., Maggie Casey’s, 
Main Street Restaurant, 
McDonalds, No Short Kuts 
Hair/Nail, Office Express 
Plus, Papa John’s Pizza, 
Pearl’s Boutique, Ringo’s 
Donuts, Roses, Q Daddy’s 
Pitmaster BBQ, Smithfield 
Flags, Smithfield Food Lion, 
Smithfield Ice Cream Parlor, 
Subway, Taco Bell, Taste of 
Smithfield, the Christmas 
Store, Cockeyed Rooster 
Cafe, The Main Event, Tokyo 
Thai, True Value, Twisted 
Scizzers Hair Salon, Victo-
ria’s Rose, Wharf Hill, Wharf 
Hill Brewing Co., Workout 
Anytime and Yummaries 
Bakery.  

Three businesses also 
sold raffle tickets for us: 
Knox’s Automotive Center, 
The Oaks Veterinary Clinic 
and Workout Anytime. Our 
thanks go to them as well.

These 43 businesses went 
all out to help us have a suc-
cessful fundraising event. We 
are forever grateful.

Lydia Dunkailo
President

Isle of Wight County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad 

Auxiliary of the Auxiliary
Carrollton

Emma Jean Brady
Fundraiser chairperson

Smithfield

Betty Tate snapped this sign of the approaching 
fall last month at Chippokes State Park in Surry 
County. (Submitted photo)

Photo of the Week
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

According to past re-
porting by The Smithfield 
Times, the supervisors had 
voted at a late-night session 
in 2008 to buy the 1-acre par-
cel for just under $1 million 
– though it had been tax-as-
sessed at only $335,000 at the 
time – following closed-door 
negotiations, and without 
a plan for the land other 
than vague references to it 
being the “gateway” to the 
county.

According to County 
Attorney Bobby Jones, 

the seven lots totaling 1.07 
acres that make up the 
Stoup property contain 
“very little usable space,” 
since much of the land is 
in a resource protection 
area, or RPA. An RPA re-
fers to environmentally 
sensitive lands alongside 
or near the shorelines of 
waterways. Isle of Wight 
County’s Chesapeake Bay 
preservation ordinance 
mandates a 100-foot-wide 
vegetated buffer adjacent 
to an RPA. Development 

is prohibited in the buffer 
area for the purpose of min-
imizing soil erosion.

The $100,000 offer is just 
above the roughly $97,800 
current tax assessment for 
all seven lots, though the 
Stoup property’s assessed 
value has varied widely 
over the past 15 years.

As of 2012, when the 
county tried unsuccessfully 
to sell the land for $500,000, 
the seven panels were as-
sessed collectively at just 
over $841,000.

The supervisors vot-
ed unanimously to accept 
the $100,000 offer, noting 
none of the current board 
members had been in office 
when the $1 million pur-
chase was made.

Board Chairman Wil-
liam McCarty called the 
sale having to “make lem-
onade” from the lemons 
the board had been dealt 
by inheriting the Stoup 
purchase.

• Continued from p. 1

Stoup

• Continued from p. 1

Senate
but is set to be released 
shortly by the Legislative 
District Committee, a body 
formed from all the coun-
ty-level Republican Party 
chairs from the localities 
that comprise the 17th Dis-
trict. According to Hirt, the 
committee voted in Decem-
ber to hold a convention 
rather than a traditional 
party.

The advantage to the 
Republican Party in hold-
ing a convention over a 
primary, Hirt said, is this 
will allow the committee to 
verify every ballot is indeed 
cast by a registered Repub-
lican. Virginia holds open 
primaries, in which anyone 
can vote regardless of party 
affiliation.

“What that means for us 
is we’ve got to work hard to 
go out and not only identify 
people that are interested 
in this race, but identify 
people who are willing to 
go vote at a convention 
at a date and time to be 
determined,” Sadler said 
in a Jan. 7 video published 

to his campaign Facebook 
page.

Sadler announced his 
candidacy two months ear-
lier, on Nov. 9, pledging on 
his campaign website to 
“put the pedal to the metal 
for Virginia” as a “conser-
vative outsider” in the race.

Virginia’s  Supreme 
Court adopted new legis-
lative districts at the end 
of 2021 based on the results 
of the 2020 Census. Brew-
er, who’s represented the 
reliably Republican and 
largely rural 64th House 
of Delegates District since 
2017, found herself moved 
to a newly created, Suf-
folk-heavy 84th District, 
which is expected to break 
for Democrats based on 
votes cast in the 2016 presi-
dential election.

Rather than seek re-
election to the House in 
2023, Brewer announced 
last year she would instead 
be running for the newly 
created Senate District 17, 
also created from the redis-
tricting process. The 17th 

includes all of Isle of Wight, 
Southampton, Greensville 
and Brunswick counties, 
the cities of Suffolk, Frank-
lin and Emporia, and parts 
of Portsmouth and Dinwid-
die County.

The Virginia Public Ac-
cess Project forecasts the 
seat to lean Republican 
based on the 2021 gover-
nor’s race, though a mem-
orandum by the Supreme 
Court’s map-drawers, Ber-
nard Grofman and Sean 
Trende, had the seat as 

leaning Democratic based 
on votes cast in the 2017 
Virginia attorney general 
election.

Del .  Clint  Jenkins, 
D-Suffolk, announced his 
intention in 2022 to run for 
the 17th District Senate seat 
on the Democratic ticket. 
Michelle Joyce of Smith-
field, who ran unsuccessful-
ly against Brewer in 2019, 
has announced her intent to 
seek the 84th District House 
of Delegates seat.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Eighteen-year-old Aon-
esty Selby’s own family – 
not sheriff’s deputies – were 
the first to find the missing 
Williamsburg teenager’s 
body lying on a dirt logging 
path in a remote area of Isle 
of Wight County.

Aonesty’s aunt, Ebony 
Selby, had set out with a 
party of family members 
the night of Jan. 13 to go 
looking for her niece. Their 
search ended up taking 
them across the four-mile 
James River Bridge, and 
another 20-plus miles south 
through Isle of Wight.

“I didn’t even know what 
county we were in. … It was 
so dark; it felt so scary,” 
Ebony recalled, speaking 
to The Smithfield Times 
by phone a week after the 
grisly discovery.

They’d been following 
location pings from Aones-
ty’s cellphone. The teenager 
had configured her phone 
to share her location with 
one of her friends, who’d 
then provided the tracker 

to the family after they 
reported Aonesty missing 
earlier that day, Ebony 
said.

After traveling past 
farm fields and through 
wooded areas, the search 
party arrived on foot at an 
iron gate marked with a “no 
trespassing” sign off Blue 
Ridge Trail, roughly a mile 
and a half outside the town 
limits of Windsor. It was at 
that point that Ebony called 
police.

“They told us to go back, 
but we were too far in, we 
were closer to the ping 
than we were to our car,” 
Ebony said.

That’s where they found 
the dirt logging path and 
Aonesty’s body.

“We were hoping to just 
find her phone,” Ebony 
said.

Ebony remembers her 
niece as a “fun loving soul” 
with a “huge family” and “a 
lot of friends.”

“She loved kids,” Ebony 
said. “She loved to do hair 
and makeup and nails. … 
Very much a girly girl.”

Aonesty “had her life 

planned” and was hoping 
to attend either cosmetol-
ogy school or to train as a 
phlebotomist, Ebony said. 
“I can’t believe we’re here.”

Three days later, the Isle 
of Wight County Sheriff’s 
Office and Newport News 
Police Department would 
arrest and charge 21-year-
old Newport News resident 
Andarius McClelland with 
killing Selby.

Sheriff’s Office inves-
tigators contend in court 
filings that Aonesty left 
the Williamsburg home 
she shared with her room-
mate, Sabina Appel, at 1:18 
p.m. on Jan. 11 for a date 
with McClelland, whom she 
knew by the name “Dari-
us.” According to the court 
filings, Aonesty received 
$30 from “Lucas Duke,” 
which investigators say 
is another alias for Mc-
Clelland, via a CashApp 
account she shared with 
another aunt, and used that 
money to hire an Uber driv-
er to take her to an apart-
ment McClelland shared 
with his brother, Andricus.

The car  arrived  at 

McClelland’s apartment 
roughly half an hour later, 
at 1:49 p.m. Brother Andri-
cus, according to court fil-
ings, told police that Andar-
ius and Aonesty were both 
at the apartment the night 
of her disappearance, and 
that Andarius had asked 
to borrow Andricus’ 2021 
Dodge Charger to give Aon-
esty a ride home. The car 
was seen at 10:47 p.m. Jan. 
11 leaving Isle of Wight and 
entering Newport News, 
and Andricus told police it 
had been returned to him 
covered in dirt.

Andricus also told po-
lice, according to court 
filings, that he’d discov-
ered his Glock 9mm pistol 
missing from a nightstand 
drawer after Andarius left 
with Aonesty, and that 
when he’d confronted An-
darius about the missing 
firearm, Andarius had told 
him he’d “needed to get rid 
of the gun” and had sold it.

On Jan. 16, the state 
medical examiner’s office 
in Norfolk determined Aon-
esty’s cause of death to be a 
single gunshot wound.

McClelland is charged 
with second-degree murder 
and use of a firearm in the 
commission of a felony. He 

is scheduled to appear in 
Isle of Wight County Gener-
al District Court on April 6 
for a preliminary hearing.

‘It was so dark; it felt so scary:’ Aunt recalls 
finding body of missing teen near Windsor

Aonesty Selby

Isle of Wight County celebrated the reopening of its Wrenns Mill refuse and recycling center 
with a Jan. 25 ribbon-cutting ceremony. The site officially reopened to the public on Jan. 26 after 
what was originally estimated to be a six-month redesign was completed on budget and ahead of 
schedule. From left are Isle of Wight County Supervisor Don Rosie, Solid Waste Manager Michael 
Etheridge, Supervisor Dick Grice, County Administrator Randy Keaton and Supervisor Rudolph 
Jefferson. (Stephen Faleski/ The Smithfield Times)

Wrenns Mill reopens

Brewer Sadler
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