Town Council’s
Hall charged with
sexual battery

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield Town Councilman
Wayne Hall has been charged with
groping a woman.

AccordingtoaNov. 7town news
release, Hall faces one count of
sexual battery and another count
of assault and battery, both Class
1 misdemeanors, each punishable
by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up
to a year in jail.

Hall is further barred from com-
ing within 500 feet of the alleged
victim, her home, place of work or
vehicles, per an emergency protec-
tive order.

The protective order alleges
Hall, a formerly longtime friend of

the alleged victim, [
to have entered her |
Isle of Wight Coun-
ty home on Nov. 3
“under the ruse of
seeing what she had
done with the house
she built” and im-
mediately began
grabbing, kissing and groping her.

The woman, in a handwritten
criminal complaint, alleges Hall
held her against her will “while
he kissed me and felt my breasts”
and “tried to go under my shirt” for
“several minutes.”

“During that time, he put his
tongue in my mouth and was

Hall
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Councilman

» Continued from p. 1

rubbing my body,” the com-
plaint alleges.

Hall was arrested and
processed at the Smithfield
Police Department. He ap-
peared via video conference
before a magistrate and was
released on a $1,000 unse-
cured bail.

According to Smithfield
Police Lt. William Wooley,
the department did not take
part in the investigation
and was responsible only
for taking Hall into custody.
The complainant “took out
her own warrants,” Wooley
told The Smithfield Times.

Hall, himself a former
investigator with the Isle
of Wight County Sheriff’s

Office, first ran for his Town
Council seat in 2018 and was
reelected to a second four-
year term in 2022.

The arrest marks the
second time in less than a
month that a member of
Smithfield’s Town Council
has been charged with a
misdemeanor crime. Coun-
cilwoman Renee Rountree,
a candidate for the Smith-
field-centric District 1 seat
on Isle of Wight’s Board
of Supervisors, was also
charged last month with
receiving stolen property,
another Class 1 misdemean-
or, after police allegedly
discovered campaign signs
of opponent Chris Torre in

the crawlspace of Rountree’s
home.

Hall did not immediately
respond to The Smithfield
Times’ request for com-
ments.

Smithfield Mayor Steve
Bowman issued the follow-
ing statement:

“In this country, a person
is innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law. That
being said, I recognize that
these are serious charges.
As members of the Smith-
field Town Council, we are
obligated to lead in a man-
ner that instills confidence
in our constituency. I will
continue to strive to do just
that.”
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Smithfield police say they
confiscated two signs like
this one from a crawl space
at the home of a political rival,
Town Councilwoman Renee
Rountree.

Council
member
charged in
theft case

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A Smith-
field Town
Council mem-
ber who isrun-
ning for a seat
onIsle of Wight
County’s
Board of Su-
pervisors has
been charged Rountree
criminally in connection with the
theft of her opponent’s campaign
signs.

Councilwoman Renee Rountree
faces a charge of receiving stolen
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Signs

goods, while her son-in-
law, Blacksburg resident
and former Virginia Tech
football player Jesse Han-
son, has been charged with
larceny after security vid-
eo showed a man remove
a sign on North Church
Street, police said. Both
charges are Class 1 misde-
meanors, punishable by a
fine of up to $2,500 and/or
up to a year in jail.

Rountree was the only
candidate to submit paper-
work by June 20 to get her
name on the ballot for the
Smithfield-centric District
1 supervisor seat. Chris
Torre, a retired real estate
developer, announced on
Sept. 19 he would mount a
last-minute write-in cam-
paign for the District 1 seat.

By Sept. 27, a number of
yard signs supporting Torre
could be seen throughout
the town. By Oct. 2, Torre
and his campaign volun-
teers noticed some of the
signs they’d placed had
gone missing.

“One sign was being
stolen from its location
over and over again,” Torre
told The Smithfield Times.
“Every time the team re-
placed the missing one with
another sign, that one got
stolen too.”

Signs Torre placed in his
front yard on Sept. 27 were
taken sometime during the
evening or night of Oct.
2. Another placed at the
entrance to Smithfield’s
Cypress Creek community
alongside signs for several
other candidates also went
missing sometime prior
to 11:23 a.m. on Oct. 3, ac-
cording to Leah Walker,
one of Torre’s campaign
volunteers.

The Cypress Creek yard
sign was replaced by the
campaign on Oct. 4 and
taken again sometime pri-
or to 10:45 a.m. on Oct. 8,
Walker said, noting that
only Torre’s sign and none
of the others placed at the
subdivision’s entrance had
been disturbed.

Walker said the team
searched the internet for a
solution and came up with
the idea to attach AirTags,
a button-sized tracking
device made by Apple, to
some of the signs in hopes
of catching the culprits, and
provided the tracking info
to police.

According to an Oct. 12
town news release, police
traced signs stolen from
two separate locations to
the 400 block of Royal Dor-
noch in Cypress Creek,
where Rountree lives.

“The Town of Smithfield
and the Smithfield Police
Department will continue
to fully cooperate with the
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s Office in this matter,”
the press release stated.

Rountree, on the same
day of the press release,
issued the following state-
ment:

“Dear friends, neigh-
bors, and supporters: Please
know that I have fully coop-
erated with the Smithfield
Police Department’s inves-
tigation of alleged missing

signs of the Chris Torre
write-in campaign. I main-
tain my innocence in this
matter, but on advice of my
counsel will not make any
further statements at this
time. While this situation
is unfortunate for our com-
munity, it does not distract
me from my efforts to serve
Smithfield and ultimately
the citizens of Isle of Wight
County. I would like to
thank everyone for their
continued support as I re-
fute these allegations made
against me and as (sic) my
family.”

Smithfield Mayor Steve
Bowman, who in the Times’
Oct. 4 edition endorsed
Rountree’s bid for supervi-
sor in a letter to the editor,
declined to comment on the
charge she now faces.

The footage showing a
man walking away with a
Chris Torre sign placed on
North Church Street near
Cure coffee shop came from
a video camera mounted
outside the Isle of Wight
County Museum, according
to a police report by Lt. J.
Eric Phillips.

Phillips’ report states he
made contact Oct. 9 with
Rountree’s husband, who
granted police permission
to search the family’s resi-
dence for the missing signs
and called his wife, whom
he then put on speaker-
phone to talk with Phillips.
She allegedly told Phillips
that Hanson had taken the
signs “as a prank.”

Rountree then allegedly
told Phillips over the phone
that she’d planned to “put
them behind the treasurer’s
office” where campaign
signs removed from public
right-of-ways are typically
taken before they’re re-
turned to candidates, but
“didn’t have time.”

Phillips called Hanson
the same day. He alleged-
ly admitted to taking two
signs.

Rountree, according to
Phillips’ report, allegedly
told Torre in a phone con-
versation that she’d seen
several of his signs in the
back of her son-in-law’s
pickup truck, had placed
them in her garage “for
safekeeping” and “intended
to return them.” Torre also
told the Times that Roun-
tree had used the phrase
“for safekeeping” when
describing his conversation
with her. Phillips’ report,
however, states he found
the signs “just inside the
crawl space access door”
in the home’s foundation.

Hanson is a senior and
medically retired offensive
lineman at Virginia Tech.
The college, on Oct. 13,
said it would be addressing
the matter “with internal
disciplinary measures and
appropriate action.”

Travis Wells, a spokes-
man for Virginia Tech’s
athletics department, said
Hanson had been “helping
out with the team” in a
non-playing capacity this
semester, but is “currently
on a leave from team activ-
ities.”

Rountree contacted po-

lice herself on Oct. 12 and,
according to Phillips, told
him and Chief Alonzo How-
ell that she would be avail-
able at 3:30 p.m. that day at
her home for an officer to
serve her with her warrant.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Georgette Phillips told
the Times on Oct. 13 that
charging Rountree and her
son-in-law was a decision
made by police, not her
office.

Police “presented us
with a set of facts and we
advised what potential
charges were appropriate
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given the evidence pre-
sented,” Phillips said. “My
office did not make the
decision to charge any in-
dividual.”

Virginia law obligates
commonwealth’s attorneys
to prosecute felonies but
gives discretion in whether
to assign a prosecutor to
argue a misdemeanor case.

“We may prosecute a
misdemeanor larceny of-
fense pursuant to a request
from either the law enforce-
ment officer or the victim,”
Phillips said.
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‘It was so dark; it felt so scary:” Aunt recalls
finding body of missing teen near Windsor

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Eighteen-year-old Aon-
esty Selby’s own family —
not sheriff’s deputies — were
the first to find the missing
Williamsburg teenager’s
body lying on a dirt logging
path in aremote area of Isle
of Wight County.

Aonesty’s aunt, Ebony
Selby, had set out with a
party of family members
the night of Jan. 13 to go
looking for her niece. Their
search ended up taking
them across the four-mile
James River Bridge, and
another 20-plus miles south
through Isle of Wight.

“Ididn’t even know what
county we werein. ... It was
so dark; it felt so scary,”
Ebony recalled, speaking
to The Smithfield Times
by phone a week after the
grisly discovery.

They’d been following
location pings from Aones-
ty’s cellphone. The teenager
had configured her phone
to share her location with
one of her friends, who’d
then provided the tracker

to the family after they
reported Aonesty missing
earlier that day, Ebony
said.

After traveling past
farm fields and through
wooded areas, the search
party arrived on foot at an
iron gate marked with a “no
trespassing” sign off Blue
Ridge Trail, roughly a mile
and a half outside the town
limits of Windsor. It was at
that point that Ebony called
police.

“They told us to go back,
but we were too far in, we
were closer to the ping
than we were to our car,”
Ebony said.

That’s where they found
the dirt logging path and
Aonesty’s body.

“We were hoping to just
find her phone,” Ebony
said.

Ebony remembers her
niece as a “fun loving soul”
with a “huge family” and “a
lot of friends.”

“She loved kids,” Ebony
said. “She loved to do hair
and makeup and nails. ...
Very much a girly girl.”

Aonesty “had her life

planned” and was hoping
to attend either cosmetol-
ogy school or to train as a
phlebotomist, Ebony said.
“Ican’t believe we’re here.”

Three days later, the Isle
of Wight County Sheriff’s
Office and Newport News
Police Department would
arrest and charge 21-year-
old Newport News resident
Andarius McClelland with
killing Selby.

Sheriff’s Office inves-
tigators contend in court
filings that Aonesty left
the Williamsburg home
she shared with her room-
mate, Sabina Appel, at 1:18
p.m. on Jan. 11 for a date
with McClelland, whom she
knew by the name “Dari-
us.” According to the court
filings, Aonesty received
$30 from “Lucas Duke,”
which investigators say
is another alias for Mc-
Clelland, via a CashApp
account she shared with
another aunt, and used that
money to hire an Uber driv-
er to take her to an apart-
ment McClelland shared
with his brother, Andricus.

The car arrived at

McClelland’s apartment
roughly half an hour later,
at 1:49 p.m. Brother Andri-
cus, according to court fil-
ings, told police that Andar-
ius and Aonesty were both
at the apartment the night
of her disappearance, and
that Andarius had asked
to borrow Andricus’ 2021
Dodge Charger to give Aon-
esty a ride home. The car
was seen at 10:47 p.m. Jan.
11leavingIsle of Wight and
entering Newport News,
and Andricus told police it
had been returned to him
covered in dirt.

Andricus also told po-
lice, according to court
filings, that he’d discov-
ered his Glock 9mm pistol
missing from a nightstand
drawer after Andarius left
with Aonesty, and that
when he’d confronted An-
darius about the missing
firearm, Andarius had told
him he’d “needed to get rid
of the gun” and had sold it.

On Jan. 16, the state
medical examiner’s office
in Norfolk determined Aon-
esty’s cause of death tobe a
single gunshot wound.

Aonesty Selby

McClelland is charged
with second-degree murder
and use of a firearm in the
commission of a felony. He

is scheduled to appear in
Isle of Wight County Gener-
al District Court on April 6
for a preliminary hearing.
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