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speaking of their work ethic.

“They work hard every day,” she said.
“So when they come in at 3:30 (p.m.), they
are getting their supplies ready, first thing.
They are starting their work without me
having to prompt them. They have the ideas
themselves. So, they are at this all on their
own, I’m just here to support them. They’re
the reason that this show is possible because
they have been so excited for it.”

Noticeable among the art displays was
the influence of Japanese-style anime,
which has become increasingly popular in
recent years.

“I do have quite a few students who are
interested in that medium and that aspect of
art,” Seagle said. “It’s something that [ have
to get myself more familiar with because
[’ve never been an anime artist, but they
teach me everyday something new about it,
and I just love being able to showcase it for
them.”

AMS student Skye Hodson-Manriquez is
one of the art club members who had her
works on display. She experienced the to-
be-expected mixed emotions of optimism
and trepidation during the art show, hoping
that her art would be well-received.

“I’m enjoying it and I’m nervous because
[ don’t know what someone’s gonna say
about it. But then, I feel like someone’s
gonna say something good — or something
bad — you never know.”

Hodson-Manriquez said she prefers
acrylic painting and marker drawings. She

began experimenting with art as a child,
inspired by her artistic sister Autumn.

“When I was maybe seven years old, I
was drawing for a bit,” she said. “Then I
stopped for maybe two years, and then I
started back up with art and then I stopped
for a month, and then I went back to it and
now I’m in art club, and I like it here.”

“I just like the colors and how I can use
my paint brush and move with it. That’s
pretty cool,” she added.

Hodson-Manriquez appreciates her art
teacher’s willingness to assist the students.
She also enjoys spending time with her
fellow art club members.

“What I enjoy about Miss Seagle is she’s
very kind; she knows what to do if you’re
in a little bit of trouble,” she said. “And
everybody else there, they’re just really
supportive. I enjoy being around a whole
bunch of people.”

The Appomattox County High School
choir, under the direction of Brenda Jarrett,
performed during the event.

Seagle hopes the art show at AMS will
become an annual event.

AMS students may sign up for the
Raiders Expand Art Club at the beginning
of the school year or during the school year.
The club meets every Wednesday from 3:30
to 5 p.m.

Current members of the Raiders Expand
Art Club are Sophia Anderson, Thomas
Bakker, Jaylon Braxton, Aiden Cyrus,
Charlotte Dalton, Sam Hancock, Skye
Hodson-Manriquez, Gabby King, Kira
Lee, Kukas Lewis, Gabby Marshall, Peach
Moore, Bentleigh Ott, Jay Patel, Riley
Terrell, Laila Wells and Luke White.

ABUSE
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were county public servants such as
Commonwealth’s Attorney Les Fleet,
Deputy Commonwealth’s Attorney Kia
Scott, Sheriff’s Office Major Robbie
Richardson (who grilled hot dogs), the
Appomattox Volunteer Fire Department
and the Appomattox County Rescue Squad.

DSS gave out pamphlets, blue ribbons,
blue wristbands, blue and silver pinwheels,
and provided a large display where people
could add their blue hand prints to show
solidarity with abused children. There was
also a bounce house for children to play, and
raffle tickets for gift baskets and t-shirts.

Also at the event were representatives
handing out information from Lynchburg-
based organizations Patrick Henry Family
Services, Strategic Therapy Associates, and
Bright Beginnings of Central Virginia, the
latter of which provided children’s books.

DSS Family Services Supervisor
Lindsey Hix said this was the first event of
its kind, and explained the function of the
organization.

“We provide support to members of the
community all the way from the start, like
CPS, which is Child Protective Services,
up to prevention funding, Family First
Virginia, foster care services, things like
that,” she said.

According to Hix, reports of child abuse
in the county vary from week to week, and
typically increase during the school year
when children are more closely observed
by authorities.

“I think we have our fair share of reports,”
Hix said. “There’s different times that we
have more reports come in than others. It all
impacts based off of, a lot of times, children

are in school or if they’re not in school. But
we have a good amount of reports that come
in. I know when children are out of school
for the summer and stuff like that, we tend
to see less reports during the summer. But
then when kids come back to school and
the mandated reporters are involved and
things like that, our numbers pick up. So, it
just depends — each month, each week —
some weeks we can get anywhere from five
reports throughout the week up to, we’ve
had 30 reports in one week.”

The Virginia DSS website describes
mandated reporters as ‘“‘certain persons
who are identified in the Code of Virginia
as having a legal responsibility to report
suspected abuse, neglect and exploitation.”
This could include teachers, police officers,
or other qualified professionals.

Anyone is able to report cases of child
abuse, Hix affirmed, and DSS will conduct
an assessment and provide assistance and
recommendations.

“Once we get those reports we’ll
determine validity, and we have policies
and procedures we have to follow based
off the severity of the report, and then we
have response times that we have to make
on those,” she said.

Hix encourages anyone who knows of or
suspects child abuse or neglect to report the
situation.

“We’re here to support everybody in the
community, and we just encourage people
to, if you suspect child abuse, just report it
to us so we can look into it,” she said.

Several ways reports can be made are:

e Child Abuse Prevention Hotline (1-
800-552-7096) *Reports may be
made anonymously. Interpretative
language service is available.

e Appomattox Department of Social
Services (434-352-7125)

* For emergency situations, dial 9-1-1

PAGE
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by Joanna Partis. The story was about
Harry the frog, who wanted to catch his
own dinner but it wasn’t nearly as easy as
he thought. Robert E. Lee Soil and Water
Conservation District presented the craft
project of making frog headbands, and
provided this week’s juice and snacks. If
you missed this story you can view it on
YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MVmO60XTfwHA. Our next
Story & Craft Time will be on Wednesday,
May 3rd, hosted by the Appomattox Farm
Bureau, starting at 11 a.m. and noon. They
will feature the book “Pig Kahuna” by
Jennifer Sattler. There will be crafts and
snacks! The library staff loves this book
so much that after the Story & Craft Time,
this book will be introduced as a selection
in our “1,000 Things Before Kindergarten”
program. If you have a child up to five years
of age that has not yet begun kindergarten,
they are eligible to sign up to earn free
books!

On Thursday, April 27th, the library
hosted their monthly Jamerson Movie
Matinee starting at 4 p.m. Everyone’s
favorite swashbuckling feline returns for
a new adventure in an ogre universe. This
famous orange tabby goes on a grand quest
to find a magical Wishing Star. Our next
Jamerson Movie Matinee will be hosted on
Thursday, May 25th, starting at 4 p.m.

Don’t forget to join the Jamerson Library
in a Spring Plant Swap! What is the plant
swap? It’s when you bring your extra or
unwanted houseplants, seeds, bareroots,
and cuttings to the library on Thursday,
May 11th from 5 to 7 p.m. and exchange
them for new friends to take home. You
must bring in plants in order to participate
in a fair exchange of plants.

There are a few simple rules to follow:

— Plants must be free of diseases and

infestations

— No dead plants

— Plants must be transportable (put in
some sort of container, pots, cups, baggies
with a wet paper towel)

— You must leave plants to take plants.
There will be no taking plants without a
fair or generous exchange

— Bring your own totes, boxes, or crates
for the swap to take selected plants home!

The staff is just about ready for the 2023
Summer Reading Program “All Together
Now.” You can sign up in person on or
after Monday, June 5th, until Monday, July
24th, with the program ending on Friday,
July 28th. Patrons from two years of age
and older are welcome to join this program.
We will put a link to this year’s Summer
Reading page on our website, and have
information flyers with a QR code to the
page ready by next week.

In observance of the Memorial Day
Holiday, the library will be closed on
Monday, May 29th, and will reopen for
normal business hours on Tuesday, May
30th, at 9:30 a.m. Our book depository
located at the back of the building will
remain open during this time.

If you have any questions or concerns
about this article or other library-related
topics, please feel free to call us during
normal business hours at 434-352-5340.

The library receives a steady supply of
new and donated items. We would like to
highlight the following titles:

DVDs

e Seven Worlds One Planet
Backdraft
Backdraft 2
The Fifth Element
Hustle & Flow
American Girl: Grace Stirs Up
Success
e American Girl: Isabelle Dances into
the Spotlight
* Strange World

BLU Ray
* Strange World

so much for fishing there. I retied my line
so I could use marshmallows. As fast as I
could cast in I caught a trout. It didn’t take
but a few minutes to make my limit. I leave
this place and drop off my 19-inch trout to
the taxidermy. Now it was a waiting game
to get it back. A week later I fished Pequest
River and caught an 18-inch rainbow trout.
I took this rainbow to the taxidermy and
was going to have them both mounted. I
still have the mounts with the Phoebes
hooked in their mouths.

I wasn’t sure how I was going to pay for
one trout, let alone two trout. I remember
I started to work some overtime to pay for
the mount. I got both trout mounted on one
board. Back then it was some good times.

Until next week-H.S . F.H.-L.M.

HUNT
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before we could cast in. I grab my pole
with the silver Phoebe on it. Two minutes
to go and people start casting in. I casted
to the rock dam and before I knew I had a
breeder trout on! I reeled it to the wall and
grabbed the net. As I tried to scoop this big
trout into the net, I missed it. I tried again
and got it into the net just as the lure came
out of its mouth. I was so lucky I didn’t
lose it. I hooked it to my stringer and keep
fishing.

Four fishermen waded to the rock dam;

Be kind to the
environment & recycle
this newspaper!
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
APPOMATTOX COUNTY, VIRGINIA
PROPOSED BUDGET for the FISCAL YEAR 2024
COMMENCING JULY 1, 2023

This budget synopsis is prepared and published for informative
planning purposes only. The inclusion of any item does not consti-
tute an obligation or commitment on the part of the Board of Super-
visors to appropriate funds for that purpose. There is no allocation or
designation of Appomattox County funds for any purpose until an
appropriation for that purpose has first been made by the Board of
Supervisors.

A public hearing will be held by the Board of Supervisors respect-
ing the proposed 2023/2024 Appomattox County consolidated bud-
get (inclusive of school budget) in the CVCC Board of Supervisors
Meeting Room located at 171 Price Lane, Appomattox, Virginia, on
Monday, May 15, 2023 at 6:00pm at which time citizens of this Coun-
ty shall have the right to address and state his or her views.

ESTIMATED REVENUES
GENERAL FUND (001)
Revenue from Local Sources 19,773,834
Revenue from the Commonwealth 3,701,346
Revenues from Federal Govt. 2,920,639
TOTAL GENERAL FUND 26,395,819
SCHOOL FUND (10)
Revenue from Local Sources 6,805,067
Revenue from the Commonwealth 21,181,966
Revenue from the Federal Government 1,359,485
Revenue from Other Sources 125,000
Transfer In (Cafeteria) 900,000
TOTAL SCHOOL FUND 30,371,518
COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES FUND (001)
Revenue from Local Sources 523,019
Revenue from the Commonwealth 1,261,860
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES FUND 1,784,879
VIRGINIA PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FUND (015)
Revenue from Local Sources 301,697
Revenue from the Commonwealth & Federal Gov't 2,011,890
TOTAL VIRGINIA PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FUND 2,313,587
PUBLIC UTILITIES FUND (082)
Revenue from Other Sources 165,000
TOTAL PUBLIC UTILITIES FUND 165,000
TOTAL REVENUE ALL FUNDS 61,030,803
LESS INTERFUND TRANSFERS 7,629,783
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES 53,401,020

ESTIMATED EXPENSES
GENERAL FUND
General Government Administration 2,218,915
Judicial Administration 1,307,065
Public Safety 5,195,289
Public Works 2,117,778
Health & Welfare 168,980
Community College (CVCQ) 385
Parks, Recreation, Cultural 536,374
Community Development 355,467
Operating Reserve/CIP/ARPA 3,593,970
TOTAL GENERAL FUND 15,494,223
DEBT SERVICE (County) 1,789,480
DEBT SERVICE (School) 1,482,333
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE 3,271,813
SCHOOL FUND (10) 30,371,518
PUBLIC UTILITIES OPERATING FUND (082) 165,000
COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES FUND 1,784,879
VIRGINIA PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FUND (015) 2,313,587
TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES 53,401,020

Approved Tax Levies for Tax Year 2023
Real Estate & Mobile Homes .63 per $100 assessed value
Personal Property (Vehicles) 3.00 per $100 assessed value
(100% Clean Trade-In NADA Value)
3.35 per $100 assessed value
3.35 per $100 assessed value
(17.3% of init cost)
1.00 per $100 assessed value
(85% of orig cost)
35.00 per vehicle

All Other Personal Property
Machinery & Tools

Merchant’s Capital Tax
Vehicle License Tax
Details on the above can be viewed
at the County Administrator’s Office located at:

153A Morton Lane, Suite A, Appomattox, Virginia.
BY AUTHORITY: Susan M. Adams, County Administrator
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Raiders Expand Art Club
holds its first-ever art show at AMS

CHARLES CONRAD
Staff Writer

The Raiders Expand Art Club,
an after-school club at Appomattox
Middle School (AMS), held its first-
ever public art show on Tuesday,
April 25, from 5 to 7 p.m. The art
gallery was filled with visitors who
were there to see the collections of
art that were created by the club’s
members.

Many forms of art were shown
among the approximately 120
pieces on display, such as paintings,
drawings, abstract art, happy
themes, nature themes, dark themes,
realistic art, anime, and more.

Third-year AMS art teacher Kelli
Seagle, who founded the art club
and coordinated the event, was
pleased with the public turnout,
which surpassed her expectations.
She wanted to reward her art club
students by showing the results of
their hard work to the community.

“I have been pretty much into art
my whole life and I’ve always been

part of different, various art gallery
shows,” she said. “And the students
have really deserved something
like this; they’ve worked hard all
year and I just wanted to put on
something that they could really
show off what they’ve done.”

“I am excited. They have really,
really shown off this year. It’s some
of the best work that I’ve seen and
I’'m just really excited about what
they’ve produced,” she added.

Seagle believes in allowing art
students a large degree of free
expression that will hopefully
benefit them emotionally as well as
artistically.

“They need an outlet,” she said.
“Kids in this age are experiencing
all sorts of things. The world is not
an easy place to be in right now
and they need an outlet to be able
to express those things, and this
definitely gives them that outlet.”

The art club members love their
hobby, as Seagle explained when

See ART, page A10

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian

A large crowd showed up at Appomattox Middle School to observe works of art created by the
Raiders Expand Art Club. See more photos on Page 14.

Appomattox DSS
aims to increase child

abuse awareness

Citizens are urged to report cases

CHARLES CONRAD
Staff Writer

Perhaps the worst form of
evil on this earth is the abuse
of children. Every day, news
reports from around the
nation and around the world
tell the gut-wrenching
stories of innocent,
defenseless children who
suffer as victims in horrible
situations where they are
mistreated, sometimes

fatally, by those who are
supposed to love and care
for them.

In Appomattox County,
one of the organizations
attempting  to

intervene

and assist children who
are abused and neglected
is the Appomattox County
Department  of  Social
Services (DSS), which held
a public event on April 25
to raise awareness about
the issue locally. April is
designated as Child Abuse
Prevention Month.

The Appomattox Child
Abuse Prevention Month
event was held at Courtland
Festival Park from 5 to
7 pm. It was attended
by a number community
members and their
children. Also in attendance

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
The Appomattox County Department of Social Services
booth at the Appomattox Child Abuse Prevention Month
event held at Courtland Festival Park. On the table are gift
baskets that were raffled off, along with free items given out
to show support of abused and neglected children.

WILLIAM MASSELLI
Staff Writer

Some organizations in
Appomattox come up with very
creative ways of interacting
with the community during the
springtime.

In fact, the Master Gardeners
Association hosted an event that

sent the Appomattox community

into a “Plant Frenzy,” so to speak.

“The Plant Frenzy, in particular,
is a great time to engage face
to face with members of our
community and to help them learn
about a variety of plants while
earning funds to buy materials
for our various community
activities,” said Senior Extension
Agent for Agriculture and Natural
Resources and Advisor to the

Spring fever for plants sends

Appomattox into ‘Plant Frenzy’

Master Gardeners Appomattox
Association of  Appomattox
County Bruce Jones.

On Saturday, the Master
Gardeners Association hosted its
annual Plant Frenzy that raised

money, furthered community
education, and taught the
community more about the

organization’s quality work ethic.

See SPRING, page A3

Master Gardeners Association of Appomattox County/Contributed
Shown is the Master Gardeners Association’s Annual Plant Frenzy Event and plants that the organization displayed on
Saturday, April 29.

Jamerson Library director
resigns after successful tenure
osition in Lynchburg

Accepts p

Contributed

Diana Harvey, former
director of the J. Robert
Jamerson Memorial Library
in Appomattox, accepted a
position with the Lynchburg

Public Library System.
8 ‘50888‘ 001 O4H 6

CHARLES CONRAD
Staff Writer

After alittle more than three
years as the director of the J.
Robert Jamerson Memorial
Library in Appomattox, Diana
Harvey recently resigned to
take a new position as assistant
director of the Lynchburg
Public Library System.

“This is a new position for
the Lynchburg library, and for
the time being I am looking
forward to serving the City of
Lynchburg,” Harvey said of
the career move.

Making the choice to leave
the library in Appomattox

wasn’t an easy one but Harvey
believes it to be a positive
personal career move.

“The decision to leave
the Appomattox library was
incredibly hard,” she said.
“However, a position became
available at the Lynchburg
Public Library that presented
opportunities  for  career
growth that I did not have
access to in Appomattox.”

Harvey had given her
eight-week notice to the
Jamerson Library in late
January. Jameron
Public  Services Specialist

See RESIGNS, page AS

left
was shut down. Command

See WRECK, page A3

Library | the

CONTRIBUTED

At 5:14 p.m. on April
24, Concord Volunteer Fire
Department Company 13,
Concord Rescue Squad and
Appomattox County Rescue
Squad  were
to a two vehicle MVC
with fluids
airbags deployed at U.S.
460 eastbound and Ruritan
Lane.

Rescue 13 responded with
two vehicles. Upon arrival,

dispatched

leaking and

Emergency crews assist
with two-vehicle wreck

eastbound lane

Concord Volunteer Fire Dept./Contributed
A pickup truck sustained heavy front-end damage
in an April 24 two-vehicle crash on U.S. 460.

Subscribe to the Times Virginian online, in person or over the phone: 434-352-8215.
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* Sunday School starts at 10a.m.
* Preaching service is every

second and fourth Sunday at
11:15a.m.

The chunch welcomes all

ACHS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

pairing them when they break, troubleshoot-
ing technological issues, and taking photos and
videos with the drones. The unmanned aircraft
course is a new addition to the curriculum of-
fered by the Career and Technical department
at the Virginia Department of Education.

Hamby proudly stated, “Appomattox Coun-
ty is one of the first schools to offer this course
to students”

The Unmanned Aircraft class is just one way
students get to learn about drones. Students
can also join a newly-formed drone club at
ACHS. This spring, the drone team will par-
ticipate in the Sea, Air, and Land challenge, a
competition that simulates missions encoun-
tered by the military, first responders, and na-
tional security agencies. Students will be tasked
with building a drone for the air challenge.

Team captain Nicholas Will said, “I'm ex-
cited to see what type of drone we will build”

The drone team will also take part in a virtu-
al competition where they will devise the most
effective path for emergency management in
a potential nuclear situation. Hamby has even
invited the First Responders Club to partici-
pate in the competition.

Damonye, Noah and Nicholas all expressed
their enjoyment of the class and their aspira-
tions to utilize drone technology in their future
careers.

Senior Tevin Kelso summed it up, saying,
“Who wouldnt want to fly drones in school?
It's alot of fun to be able to fly”

So, the next time you're around, look toward
the sky; you might just spot a drone being op-
erated by the future drone pilots of the world.

who wish to attend,

Located on Church Street in Pamplin

) '
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The idea of Go Figure is to
arrive at the figures given at the
bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

DIFFICULTY: * %

* Moderate * % Difficult
* * *x GO FIGURE!

GO FIGURE! byLinda Thistle

x + 17
-1 - -
X - 19

B
X - 19
s I B |
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Letters to the Editor

My name is Sarah Hamlett Blackwell, and
I am the Mayor of the Town of Pamplin, lo-
cated in the Appomattox River District of
Appomattox County.

I have the utmost respect for Bill Hogan,
Jerry Boyce and Kenneth Wolfskill. This
particular board of supervisors election has
placed me in a precarious and unusual po-
sition as I have known all of the candidates
for many years.

It is my opinion that all three are amazing,
upstanding Christians who have a great
love for this county and whose decision to
run for supervisor is rooted in that love and
desire to see Appomattox County prosper
and succeed.

As the Mayor of Pamplin, my primary
concern is the ongoing revitalization and
economic redevelopment of Pamplin.

Bill Hogan has been a phenomenal advo-
cate for The Town of Pamplin in his two
terms on the Appomattox Country Board
of Supervisors. I feel it would be a disser-
vice to not fully support and endorse his
re-election.

In recent years, Pamplin has worked hard
for revitalization. There is no doubt in my
mind that the level of redevelopment and
revitalization in Pamplin would not have

occurred without Mr. Hogan’s advocacy
and support at the county level. This advo-
cacy has allowed Appomattox County and
The Town of Pamplin to partner in several
areas, most recently with The Virginia De-
partment of Conservation and Recreation
and Prince Edward County to finally bring
the High Bridge Trail State Park all the way
in to the Town of Pamplin.

Mr. Hogan is a lifelong resident of Pamplin
and has been a volunteer with the Pamplin
Volunteer Fire Department for 28 years. He
has a long track record of serving the Pam-
plin community. In addition to being on the
Appomattox County Board of Supervisors
and Pamplin Volunteer Fire Department,
he currently serves as the Deputy Chief for
the Farmville Police Department and was
recently recognized as a Certified Law En-
forcement Command Executive by the Vir-
ginia Association of Chief’s of Police.

It is my belief that Mr Hogan’s track record
in the community speaks volumes, and I
tully support and endorse his re-election to
the Appomattox County Board of Supervi-
SOrs.

— Sarah Hamlett Blackwell, Mayor of Pam-
plin

Letters to the Editor

Why are “Parental Rights” so important in
our school system? Besides parents making
sure that they are aware of the good, bad,
and indifferent activities of their children,
including grades, behavior, or whether they
were the aggressor or victim in an assault,
it is the parent’s right to be notified and
kept abreast of these details so that they
can make decisions for their child based on
their morals and standard of conduct teach-
ings within their family entity. Parents also
have a right to protect their child’s privacy
and to keep them safe.

I recently became aware that The VA De-
partment of Health and the VA Depart-
ment of Education are preparing to roll
out surveys, the Virginia Youth Surveys,
to the middle and high schools in Virginia
for kids to fill out and return anonymously,
(yet easily identifiable if pursued), concern-
ing a wide variety of personal, private infor-
mation. The information obtained by these
surveys is given to the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) and VA Foundation for
Healthy Youth for review and examination
to add to their databank.

Do you want your child to answer ques-
tions to a government agency regarding
their possible illegal or personal activi-
ties, or even yours? Can these questions be
geared towards possible overreach concern-
ing your Constitutional Rights, such as “do
you have a gun in your house?” How about
“Are you a transgender? Do you or your
partner wear a condom? Have you had sex
with males, females, or both?” The answers

to most of these questions, unfortunately, is
“yes,” they are geared towards exactly those
kinds of questions!

My thoughts are, what if a child responds
that “yes” they have performed an illegal
act, or contemplated committing a crime,
taking drugs, or even suicide? As mandated
reporters, are the schools required to report
these answers to the police and social ser-
vices? And if they don’t report them, and
something happens to the child, that they
were made aware of in this survey, is the
school system responsible? Are they now li-
able? Is the government infringing on our
family’s privacy through a survey of our
children?

I invite you to check out the 2023 Virginia
Youth Surveys for high school and middle
school students and prepare to be shocked
at what they are asking your child to an-
swer! Go to www.vdh.virginia.gov/virgin-
ia-youth-survey and review the questions,
think about the answers that your child
may give and what the government can do
with those answers.

Keep “Parental Rights” on the forefront of
your child’s educational career! It is so im-
portant that we get these rights reinstated
for the health and wellbeing of our chil-
dren. Contact your local school when you
are notified of these surveys and “opt out”
so that your child will not have to answer
these questions or be exposed to some of
these immoral questions.

— Tom Adams, Appomattox

ViGiL
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violence program also deploys court advocates that work with victim-witness programs,
educates people on different ways to deal with anger, teaches teenagers how to develop
healthy relationships, and distributes posters and materials to spread awareness about
victim assistance options.

“The biggest thing I that I would want people to remember tonight is that one in four
women and one in seven men experience domestic violence,” Mclvor said. “And we say
that — we say men and women — but what it really affects are families. It affects children
because it's more likely that a child who’s living in domestic violence will grow up and
then they will be a perpetrator or they may experience violence from their partner”

Rothgeb, the keynote speaker, works as an investigator with the Appomattox County
Sheriff’s Office, and drew praise from Appomattox Victim-Witness Program Coordina-
tor Libby Ashby for his work in domestic situations.

“I have worked with police officers for about 18 to 19 years at Liberty University and
the sheriff’s offices in Appomattox and Nelson, and Justin is the most genuine officer that
I've ever run into. So, I'm really thankful that this county has him and his commitment to
these types of victims,” Ashby said.

Rothgeb, a lifelong resident of Appomattox County, grew up in a home tarnished by
domestic violence, child abuse and drug usage. Although being raised in such an envi-
ronment may create a cycle of abuse among children who grow up to become abusers or
fall into abusive relationships, Rothgeb is living proof that victims are able to purpose-
fully buck that trend and avoided the pitfalls that could easily destroy their future.

“Im a bit of an outlier, in that drug use was prevalent in my home, domestic violence
was prevalent in my home (but) I've never tried any kind of narcotic, and I use the bad
things that I saw to drive me to be different,” he said. “It was always a motivating factor
to be a good husband and to be a good father —those were things that I didn’t have in
my house”

“I remember telling a guidance counselor, I think it was Mr. James, on my Career Day
in eighth grade, what I wanted to be when I got older,” he added. “And I said ‘Look man,
I don’t know, but I want to be a good dad and I wanna be a good husband.”

Rothgeb explained that the majority of homicides committed in Appomattox County
are domestic-related, and that domestic disturbance emergency calls are often the most
dangerous for victims and law enforcement. While those cases are often frustrating, he
stated, they are also some of the most rewarding when some type of positive outcome is
achieved. Remaining patient with the victims, he said, is an important part of domestic
violence investigations, because oftentimes they aren’t ready or are afraid to fully cooper-
ate with a case.

“You give somebody an opportunity because you love them, and unfortunately the
abuser takes advantage of that and the cycle continues,” he said.

Investigators must deal with various types of crime, and Rothgeb acknowledges that
sometimes people do bad things for what they perceive to be good reasons. However,
Rothgeb has never come across a good reason for domestic violence and child abuse.

“I worked narcotics for about two years, and I can tell you that in the end of our cases
we would talk to people during a search warrant or an interview or something like that,
and sometimes — not very often but sometimes — I would talk to, by statute, a drug
dealer and they would explain to me why they dealt drugs, and it would at least resonate
in my brain as to like T don’t agree with what you did but you did something bad for a
good reason. I don't ever think I've talked to somebody that’s abused their kid or beat up
on their wife or displaced the trust that somebody has for them — they’ve never been
able to get me to get behind their rationale why you would beat up your wife, or why you
would abuse your son, or why you would do anything like that,” he said.

Rothgeb believes that those who “hurt the weak and take advantage of their loved ones”
need to held accountable for their actions by law.

“In the end of the day, when you abuse that power and that trust, I don’t think there’s
many more things that you can do that are worse than that,” he said.

Having suffered the effects of domestic violence and abuse in his youth, Rothgeb is able
to empathize with children in those situations and is inspired to work hard for victims.

“When you are in a house with domestic violence, from a kid’s standpoint, it takes away
a lot of your innocence; it takes away a lot of the things that you're not supposed to see,
for hopefully ever, but certainly not at eight, nine, 10 years old,” he said. “You’re not sup-
posed to see your mom get hit by your dad. Youre not supposed to see your mom in the
hospital or whatever””

Rothgeb wants to assure victims that a good team of public officials is working for them
in Appomattox County.

Domestic violence victims may contact a variety of assistance options, including emer-
gency 911, the Appomattox County Sherift’s Office at 434-352-2666, the Appomattox
Victim-Witness Program at 434-352-7791, the Appomattox Department of Social Servic-
es at 434-352-7125, YWCA Central Virginia at 434-847-7751, and the National Domestic
Violence Hotline at 800-799-7233.
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Five arrested for burglarizing construction com

On Tuesday, Oct. 17, investigators from the Appomattox County Sheriff’s Office ar-
rested the following individuals for felony breaking and entering and felony grand lar-

ceny.

PRESS RELEASE

*Harry William Hendricks III, age 20, of Lynchburg
*Tracy Gayle Hendricks, age 53, of Lynchburg
eJames Daniel Hayes, age 47, of Appomattox
*Keane David Rioseco, age 38, of Evington

These individuals were caught burglarizing the storage area of a construction company
located in the Town of Appomattox during the daylight hours Tuesday, Oct. 16.
More than $10,000 of stolen property was recovered pursuant to the arrest of these

individuals.

In addition to the individuals named above, Jamie Patria, age 33, of Appomattox, was
arrested for conspiracy to commit burglary and conspiracy to commit grand larceny with
the assistance of the Campbell County Sherift’s Office in relation to this case.

The above individuals are being held in the Blue Ridge Regional Jail awaiting trial.

P

Anyone with information regarding the criminal activity of these individuals in Ap-
pomattox County is encouraged to call 434-352-8241.
Note: The press release did not name the construction company affected by the crimes.

James Daniel Hayes
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William Hendricks 111 Tracy Gayle Hendricks
More photos on page 2.

ARRESTED

KEITH HARVEY IS NEW SITE
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CHARLES CONRAD/TIMES VIRGINIAN

Keith Harvey, new site director of the American Civil War Mu-
seum in Appomattox, stands in front of the log cabin at the site.

By CHARLES CONRAD
STAFF REPORTER/TIMES VIRGINIAN

Keith Harvey’s love of Civil War history dates back to
his childhood, and his dream of working at a Civil War
museum has come true as he was recently named site di-
rector of the American Civil War Museum (ACWM) in
Appomattox.

Actually, Harvey’s first experience working at a mu-
seum that includes Civil War history in its exhibits was
the Lynchburg Museum, where he worked most recently
as a Museum Experience Leader prior to getting the job in
Appomattox. His first gig after graduating from Randolph
College in 2022 was doing one season of Living History
programs at the Appomattox Court House National His-
torical Park.

Harvey, who graduated from Rustburg High School in
2017, credits his family for planting the seeds of his career
ambition.

“I’ve got family who worked in museums,” he said.
“My parents and grandparents were very interested in his-
tory, and my grandmother actually took me the (Appo-
mattox Court House National Historical Park) here down
the road multiple times a week when I was a kid. I fell
in love with Civil War history from a very early age, and
ultimately that translated into my adulthood, wanting to
go to school for museum studies. I wanted to work in a
museum, specifically a Civil War museum.”

Harvey’s two favorite Civil War characters also have

DIRECTOR AT ACWM-APPOMATTOX

a family connection — Confederate General Jubal An-
derson Earley and Union General David Hunter, whq
led troops in the Lynchburg Campaign, and whom he de-
scribed as “fascinating characters to study.”

“As a historian, I’ve studied the Lynchburg Campaign
primarily, which takes place in the summer of 1864,” hd
said. “During this campaign, Union cavalry raiders actu-
ally rode past my family farm in the Rustburg area.”

At Randolph College, Harvey majored in Museum and
Heritage Studies and took part in several internships.

Harvey succeeds former ACWM-Appomattox Site Dif
rector Bob Sayer, who is now the director of retail for al
three ACWM sites, one in Appomattox and two in Rich-
mond (Historic Tredegar and the White House of the Conf
federacy).

Three primary things that Harvey enjoys about working
at the Appomattox site are its historical significance, its
collection of artifacts, and his co-workers.

“There’s several things that I really love about this site,
he said. “One is just the history of the location where the
museum itself is built. It’s actually here on this hilltop
where the museum is positioned that Union troops de-
ployed in line of battle on the morning of April 9, 1865
ultimately participating in the Battle of Appomattox Cour
House, which leads to (General) Lee’s surrender here a
Appomattox. So, the battle itself was literally fought or
this ground where the museum sits.”

see HARVEY, page 2

ACHS launches new unmanned
drone pilot course and club

PRESS RELEASE

The next time you visit
Appomattox County High
School (ACHS), listen closely,
and you might hear the buzz-
ing sound of drones flying
in the hallways and around
campus. The Unmanned
Aircraft  Systems (drone)
course at ACHS has officially
launched for students.

For many, drone technol-
ogy is used for entertainment
and recreation. Over the last
several years, recreational
drones for kids and adults
alike have increased in capa-
bility and availability. Many
students at ACHS signed up
for the drone course because
of their interest in the recre-
ational use of drones.

Junior Damonye Bradshaw
shared why he decided to reg-
ister for the course, stating,
“T've always liked drones and
want to get better with them.
I've flown a lot of drones, and
they would often crash or fly
into a tree. I want to improve,
and I aspire to fly high-quali-
ty drones”

Kelsey Hamby, the ACHS
drone teacher, hopes that
her students will learn to en-
joy the recreational aspect
of drones, but more impor-
tantly, understand how they
can use drones in their future
careers.

PLEASE SEE INSIDE FOR
TIMES VIRGINIAN’S

FOOTBALL
ONTEST

Appomattox County High School drone instructor Kelsey
Hamby teaches a lesson on the basics of drone flight.

Currently, students are ac-
tively learning the FAA laws
and regulations for drone op-
erations in the United States.
They are exploring careers
that currently utilize drones
and considering how future
companies might employ
drone technology to enhance
their business operations.

Hamby explained how
drones can be used for vari-
ous purposes, including light-
ing the night sky with light
shows (instead of fireworks)
which creates a less stress-
ful event for pets and people
sensitive to noise, and assist-
ing in emergency manage-
ment. Electrical companies
are using drone technology
to locate damage to power
systems, land surveyors are
utilizing drone technology to
map challenging terrains, and
real estate agents are employ-
ing drones to capture images

APPOMATTOX COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL/CONTRIBUTED

Domestic violence candlelight

vigil held in Appomattox

“You're not supposed to see your mom get bit...”

of land and properties for
marketing and sales. The pos-
sibilities are endless.

Junior Noah Will plans to
enlist in the Army after high
school and emphasized the
importance of drone technol-
ogy for military use.

“Jobs that used to take days
to complete can now be done
in hours, and in many situ-
ations, using a drone is less
risky to human life;” Will said.

After  completing  the
course, students will be eligi-
ble to sit for the FAA Part 107
Remote Pilot Certificate. Will
hopes that this pilot license
will enable him to become a
drone pilot in the military.

Students don't merely sit
and learn; they are actively
flying drones, navigating ob-
stacles, learning about the
components of drones, re-

see ACHS, page 9

Witness Program.

DTG
PLEES

Lieutenant Brandon Clark of the Appo-
mattox County Sherift’s Office opened the
late afternoon vigil with prayer, followed
with a song by Jordan Baptist Church
Deacon Stanley Baker, speeches by guest
speakers Amy McIvor and Justin Rothgeb,
a moment of silence, and a ceremonial
lighting of attendees’ candles by Pam Self,
the new YWCA Central Virginia commu-
nity advocate for Appomattox.

Prior to singing a version of Bill and

CHARLES CONRAD/TIMES VIRGINIAN

Pictured are some of the attendees and guests at the Oct. 17 domestic violence candlelight vigil
outside the Historic Appomattox Courthouse.

By CHARLES CONRAD Gloria Gaither’s “Someone To Care,” Baker
STAFF REPORTER/TIMES VIRGINIAN

Victims of domestic violence were re-
membered at a public candlelight vigil
outside of the Historic Appomattox
Courthouse on Tuesday, Oct. 17. The
annual event commemorates Domestic
Violence Awareness Month and is held in
partnership with the Appomattox Victim-

emphasized the presence of God for those
who are experiencing domestic violence
and abuse.

“I have daughters, I have granddaugh-
ters, and grandsons and sons, and I pray
that there will never be abuse in their life;”
Baker said. “But if there is, I want them to
know that there’s a God that’s looking down
and if there’s no one else to turn to, you can
always call on Jesus”

Mclvor, the domestic violence manager
at YWCA Central Virginia, was introduced
before Baker’s song and explained the pro-
gram’s functions, which include a domestic
violence safe house in Lynchburg, and one
coming soon to Altavista, that are open 24
hours a day, seven days a week where life
necessities are provided.

The YWCA Central Virginia domestic

see VIGIL, page 9
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Henry Broderick Pack 111

Henry Broderick Pack,
111, 80, of Appomattox, died
Sunday, February 5, 2023.
He was the husband of the
late Sylvia Ranson Pack.

Born in Lynchburg, Va.,
on February 17, 1942, he
was the son of the late Lucy
Caldwell Pack and Henry
Broderick Pack, Jr. He
was a lifelong member of
Appomattox Court House
Presbyterian Church, Spout
Spring Ruritan Club, and
a devoted Virginia Tech
Hokie fan. Brod was the
owner and operator of Ap-
pomattox Drug Store and
Pack’s Dairy Farm.

He is survived by two
sons, Henry Broderick
“Rick” Pack, IV, and wife,
Jessica and William An-
drew Pack all of Appomat-
tox; three step-daughters,
Terri Hamlett Harris and
husband, Michael of Wil-
liamsburg, Kelly Lynn
Hamlett of Forest, and

Gina Hamlett Waddell and
husband, Jeremy of Wil-
liamsburg; 12 grandchil-
dren, Alex Pack, Henry
Broderick “Brock” Pack,V,
Rachel Pack, Jackson
Cates, Kayleigh Harris,
Sydney Harris, Jake Harris,
Baileigh Clements, Barrett
Clements, Layne Clements,
Grey Waddell and Nash
Waddell.

A funeral service will be
held at 11 a.m. today, Feb-
ruary 8, 2023, at Appomat-
tox Court House Presby-
terian Church with Pastor
Gene Beverly officiating.
Burial will follow in Lib-
erty Cemetery.

The family received
friends from 7 until 9 p.m.,
Tuesday, February 7, 2023,
at Robinson Funeral Home
and other times at his resi-
dence.

In lieu of flowers please
consider making memorial
donations to Appomattox

Henry B. Pack, III

Court House Presbyterian
Church, PO Box 85, Appo-
mattox, VA 24522.

The family would like
to express a special thank
you to his caregivers, Cath-
erine Pankey, Rosa Goode,
Libby Robertson, Stacey
Graves, and Donna Nash.

Robinson Funeral Home
and Cremation Service
is serving the family. An
online condolence may be
sent by visiting www.rob-
insonfuneral.com.

Hurt

W Continued from Page 1

The case was set for a
jury trial Friday morning,
but Hurt instead chose to
plead guilty and forego the
trial.

Sentencing is scheduled
for May 25 following the
completion of a pre-sen-
tence report. The common-
wealth’s attorney in this
case, Appomattox County
Deputy Commonwealth’s
Attorney Kia Scott, and
Hurt’s defense attorney
Jordan Davies agreed to an
active sentence cap of eight
years. However, the exact
amount of time to serve
will be decided in court
May 25.

Co-defendant ~ Mitariq
E. Green, 21, of Meherrin,
pleaded guilty to his charg-
es Jan. 26 and will be sen-
tenced March 28.

According to evidence
provided by the com-
monwealth, Hurt had
made threats of death and
violence toward the two
ACHS female juveniles,
ages 14 and 15, in a group
chat on Instagram during
the weekend of March 26-
27,2022.

Several of the many
threats Hurt made on Insta-
gram read:

* “both yu gon die tomor-
row”

* “see you when yo (ex-
pletive) gets put 6 feet in da
ground”

e “ya’ll think it’s fun and
games till y’all have bullet
in yo body”

Hurt drove to ACHS
on March 28 to confront
the students with a Taurus
9mm firearm in the vehicle.
That day, a student reported
the continuing death threats
to ACHS Guidance Coun-
selor Dena Olsen, and the

situation was reported to
ACHS School Resource
Officer Daniel Gunter, who
is a deputy with the Ap-
pomattox County Sheriff’s
Office (ACSO). Additional
law enforcement support
was requested by Gunter.

Hurt and Green arrived
at ACHS in a silver SUV
and parked near the school
sign in the lower level of
the parking lot facing Red
House Road. Hurt sent an
Instagram message stating,
“I'm here.” Olsen came
up with a plan to initiate a
video chat between Hurt
and the students, wherein
they acted as if they were
going outside to meet her
but stayed inside the school
building. From Hurt’s side
of the video, the location of
her vehicle was shown.

Hurt and Green were
then approached by Gunter
and another ACSO deputy.
The suspects were asked to
roll down the car windows,
which were tinted. They re-
fused to roll down the win-
dows, but Green eventually
raised his hands in the air.

Hurt fled the scene and
led police on a high-speed
chase through Appomattox
and onto U.S. Route 460
West, reaching speeds up to
115 miles per hour. Virginia
State Police got involved in
the chase. Hurt turned onto
Five Forks Road in Prince
Edward County and was
driving up to 85 miles per
hour on curvy roads be-
fore crashing into a fence.
There, the two suspects
were apprehended at gun-
point.

Hurt fled the scene be-
cause she was worried
about the firearm and mari-
juana being discovered in
the vehicle on school prop-
erty.

The apparent motive for
the threats, according to
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Instagram messages, was
Hurt’s anger toward the
girls that stemmed from her
jealousy over Green, with
whom she had at one time
been involved in a relation-
ship.

According to the pros-
ecution’s evidence, Green
went along for the ride for
the purpose of selling mari-
juana afterward. He had
claimed to not know Hurt
planned to shoot the two
juveniles but only expected
to see a fight or argument.
The prosecution, however,
refutes that claim because
he had participated in the
weekend chat where death
threats were made. Green
himself did not make death
threats toward the juveniles
during the chat.

Hurt claimed to only
think about shooting the
juveniles after seeing the
green and black firearm in
Green’s hoodie pocket. The
firearm was loaded when
discovered by police and
had been stolen out of Ame-
lia County. Scott said there
is not enough evidence to
determine how Green and
Hurt came into possession
of the firearm.

Attorney Jordan Davies,
representing  Hurt, ac-
knowledged that Hurt’s ac-
tions were “incredibly stu-
pid” but didn’t completely
understand the gravity of
her words at the time and
appears to be remorseful.

In May 2022, the Appo-
mattox County Board of
Supervisors publicly hon-
ored Gunter, Major Robby
Richardson, Investigator
Chip Woody, and Deputy
Rodney Brisentine for their
response to the crisis.

Pastor Kathy Gunter Seay

Pastor Kathy Gunter
Seay, age 63, resident of
Mockingbird Lane in Bent
Creek, went to be with
her Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ on February 5th,
2023.

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
Thomas William and Ma-
mie Burks Gunter; and her
nephew, Steve Branch.

She is survived by her
loving husband of 38 years,
Charles Seay and his two
daughters; Karen Moore
and husband, Joey Moore,
and Allison Seay; her sister,
Aline Branch; her brother,
Richard Gunter; and her
niece, Robin Branch and her
husband, Jeff Elder; as well
as numerous other loved
ones.

Huge thank you to
Kathy’s cousin, Lisa Gunt-
er, who cared for and stayed
with her every day. We’d
also like to thank the amaz-
ing team from Hospice of
Virginia.

Kathy pastored the House
of Prayer and Revival Cen-
ter in Gladstone, Va. She
taught on the love of God
and the importance of liv-
ing by the fruit of the Spirit

(love, joy, peace, forbear-
ance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control). She was not
just a hearer of the Word,
but she was a doer. Kathy
walked out the Word of
God in everything she did,
even on her sick bed. You
could reach out to encour-
age her and walk away be-
ing encouraged. She truly
was the salt of the earth
- light in the darkness, just
as we’re called to be. Kathy
would often say her future’s
so bright, she’s gotta wear
shades. The love of God
poured out of her in a super-
natural way- brightening up
and shifting every room she
walked in.

Kathy’s ministry centered
around the love of God and
the importance of dying
to self. She had a power-
ful testimony that spoke
of His grace, mercy, love,
and power. Kathy’s motto,
that stemmed from her tes-
timony, was “partial sur-
render, partial victory; total
surrender, total victory.”
Kathy has devoted over two
decades of her life serving
the Lord and has walked in
total surrender during that

Kathy Gunter Seay

time. Now she is walking in
total victory with the King
of Glory.

She was a beautiful ex-
ample of living Christ-like
and she’s touched so many
people’s lives. Kathy will be
greatly missed, but the dif-
ference she’s made during
her time here will live on.

A funeral service will be
held at 2 p.m. today, Feb-
ruary 8, 2023, at Robinson
Funeral Home officiated
by Pastor Bill Terry. Burial
will follow in the Branch
Family Cemetery.

Robinson Funeral Home
and Cremation Service is
serving the family. An on-
line condolence may be sent
by visiting www.robinson-
funeral.com.

Town

W Continued from Page 3

Simpson said the value
of the land would probably
never exceed what it would
take to tear the building
down.

“The only hope we have
for ridding ourselves of it is
with public sector involve-
ment,” he said. “It’s the role
of us as a government entity
to keep a safe and healthy
community, and that build-
ing is impacting that.”

The building coun-
cil members spoke about
was once a garment fac-
tory. When there is a “wind

event,” as Boyce called it,
siding rips off the building
and blows into the street
and into yards and onto
other businesses.

Simpson said there are
grant programs from the
Department of Housing,
U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, Environmental
Protection Agency and
others that the town could
be eligible for, but so far,
discussions with the owner
and town officials and the
government grant agencies
have not been fruitful. The
cost to remove the build-
ing and mitigate whatever
environmental issues there
might be at the site have

been too high.

The council members
and McGhee agreed to re-
search and investigate how
to best solve the problem of
the old garment factory.

Standing committee re-
port: Councilwoman Clau-
dia G. Puckette thanked
treasurer Kim W. Ray for
researching and discov-
ering funds that it was
thought should come out
of general funds — money
that goes to the filming
and reproducing of council
meetings for public con-
sumption — could come
out of American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) monies
instead.

Green

I Continued from Page 1

According to evidence
summarized in court Jan.
26 by Appomattox County
Deputy Commonwealth’s
Attorney Kia Scott, death
threats and threats of vio-
lence were made toward
the female ACHS stu-
dents, with Hurt allegedly
acting as the primary ag-
gressor.

The threats were made
on an Instagram group
chat during the weekend of
March 26-27, 2022.

During the weekend chat
session, Green posted the
comment, “I’'m ready to

pop my (expletive) now.”
Green’s attorney Kevin
Bailey explained to the
court that the term “pop”
was not meant as a threat
to shoot anyone.

On March 28, further
threats of violence were
made on Instagram. Hurt
drove from Farmville that
day to ACHS with Green
as a passenger, and au-
thorities at the school were
informed of the impending
situation.

After being approached
by law enforcement while
seated in the vehicle in the
school’s parking lot, Hurt
fled the scene and led po-
lice on a high-speed chase
that reached speeds of 115

miles per hour and ended
in a crash in Prince Edward
County, where the suspects
were apprehended.

A firearm (Taurus 9mm)
was found in the vehicle.
As a previously convicted
felon, Green was not per-
mitted to be in possession
of or handle any firearms.
Online court records show
Green was convicted of
felony malicious assault in
Prince Edward County Cir-
cuit Court in 2019.

Scott stated that Green
had previously claimed he
wasn’t aware of a plan to
shoot the students. Howev-
er, Scott refuted that claim
based on the available evi-
dence.
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Two plead guilty in case involving

death threats to ACHS students
Green guilty of 4 charges

Hurt guilty of 6 charges

CHARLES CONRAD
Times Virginian

Thursday in Appomat-
tox County Circuit Court,
a teenage female co-de-
fendant pleaded guilty to
charges connected with
death threats levied toward
two juvenile Appomat-
tox County High School
(ACHS) students in March
2022.

Olivia Rose Hurt, 19, of

Cartersville, pleaded gullty
to six charges, which in-
clude felony conspiracy to
commit first degree pre-
meditated murder, felony
possession of a firearm on
school property, felony
eluding police, felony ex-
tortion in writing, misde-
meanor reckless driving,
and misdemeanor carrying
a concealed weapon.

See HURT, Page 5

Olivia Rose Hurt

CHARLES CONRAD
Times Virginian

Mitariq E. Green, 21, of
Mebherrin, pleaded guilty to
four charges filed against
him for his role in an in-
cident where death threats
were made against two
Appomattox County High
School (ACHS) students
March 28, 2022.

In Appomattox County
Circuit Court on Jan. 26,

Green pleaded guilty to
felony conspiracy to com-
mit first degree premedi-
tated murder, felony pos-
session or transportation
of a firearm by a violent
felon, felony firearm pos-
session at a school, and
misdemeanor carrying a
concealed weapon.

Sentencing is scheduled
for March 30.

See GREEN, Page 5

Mitariq E. Green
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Cornerstone
Christian
Academy

(CCA) stu-
dents wear
Pray for Ky-
lie T-shirts
to show their
support for
their class-
mate bat-
tling brain
cancer.

Even the darkest of times have
the ability to bring a struggling fam-
ily and a community closer together.

On Friday, Jan. 20, Cornerstone
Christian Academy (CCA) posted
a picture of first graders who were
praying for their fellow classmate,

about Osburn.

Kylie Osburn, who has been bat-
tling brain cancer, as a means of
showing how much CCA cares

The students wore Pray for Kylie
T-shirts and prayed that Osburn’s
scan would show a stable tumor.

“There were hugs,
excitement when she returned to
school with a good report,” stated

CCA first grader battling
brain cancer supported

WILLIAM MASSELLI
Times Virginian

Shorter.

tears and years.

Assistant Principal at CCA Susan

Rochelle Osburn, Kylie Osburn’s
mother, is grateful for all the help
her family has received from CCA
because her daughter has been bat-
tling the disease for more than five

See CANCER, Page 8
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Appomattox Volunteer Flre Department/ Contrlbuted
The Appomattox Volunteer Fire Department (AVFD)
responded to two back-to-back vehicle fires Friday as
well as a vehicle accident.

Fire dept.
responds to

back-to-back
vehicle fires

The Appomattox Vol-
unteer Fire Department
(AVFD) responded to two
back-to-back vehicle fires
Friday as well as a vehicle
accident.

At 5:39 p.m. Friday,
AVFD was dispatched for
a vehicle fire on Log Cabin
Road.

Crews arrived to find
a vehicle with heavy fire
spreading from the engine
compartment to the passen-
ger area.

While on scene of the first

call, the fire department was
dispatch to a second vehicle
fire on River Ridge Road.

Engine 1 remained on
scene while AVFD mem-
bers diverted to the second
call and responded with En-
gine 3 and Tanker 5.

While responding to the
second call, AVFD was add-
ed to another call for a mo-
tor vehicle accident in the
7000 block of Richmond
Highway.

See FIRE, Page 4

ACHS new building addition is completed

Old section undergoing renovations

CHARLES CONRAD
Times Virginian

Students at Appomat-
tox County High School
(ACHS) officially moved
into the school’s completed
new building addition to at-
tend classes when the new
semester began in early
January at the conclusion of
Christmas break.

Currently housed in the
new two-floor building are
the English and history de-
partments, special education
and resource classrooms,

0888“00104

guidance counseling and
administration offices, new
bathrooms, stairs and an el-
evator.

An open house event is
in the works, possibly in
March, after several finish-
ing touches are done to the
original building as part of
its ongoing renovation proj-
ect that began August 2021.

The ACHS library is in
the process of being remod-
eled, complete with a 50-
foot trophy case. Also, with
money saved through astute
budgeting, many of the orig-

inal building’s classrooms
will receive new finishes
— ceilings, lights, walls and
flooring — to look similar to
the new section. Some of the
walls now covered with old
wallpaper will be painted.

In mid-February, a rota-
tion of classrooms at a time
will be held in the trailers
located outside the gym-
nasium entrance — Six
from mid-February through
spring break, and eight after
spring break.

See ACHS, Page 8

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian

Pictured is the outside of the newly completed addition to Appomattox County High

School.
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