
Sounds of summer
Hot tunes to keep you cool.    
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Ranger with a mission
Caroline native Beasley returns as his 
Texas team faces Washington.    SPORTS, PAGE B1
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FAMILY’SWORK PARTOFDOWNTOWNPUBLIC ART PROJECT

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Outdoor public sculpture is
a family affair for Jennifer and
AdamGareyandtheir7-year-
olddaughter,Keira.
The Pennsylvania-based

Gareys traveled to Freder-
icksburg on Friday to install
their pieces—two of the three
works selected by the Fred-
ericksburg Arts Commission
for the city’s rotating public
sculpture project—with the
help of city staff and Keira,
who’s been accompanying
her parents on installations
across the country since she
was ababy.
“She draws the dots on the

ground forwherewe need an-
chors and she puts anti-seize
on the bolts, which is like
a goopy, gross paint, so we
make her wear gloves,” said
JenniferGarey.“Herbigrole is
tocheck the loadof the trailer,
which is walking around and

plucking every strap to make
sure nothing gets loose be-
tween stops. She likes to do
things.”
The Gareys have traveled

fromPennsylvania as farwest
as Chicago and as far south as

Florida to install their out-
door sculptures.
The work Jennifer Garey is

bringing to Fredericksburg,
“Flat Curves,” resided in Chi-
cago formuchof thepastyear.
The piece is part of a theme

she has long been explor-
ing—representing the female
form on a large scale using
industrial materials. Her art
expresses the way women
are manipulated into an ideal
shape by clothing and then
judged by external forces, she
said.
“Flat Curves,” which Gar-

ey completed last year, is
a 6-foot-tall depiction of a
corset, constructed out of flat
pieces of fabricated steel lay-
eredon topof eachother.
“Iron [one of the elements

thatmakes up steel] is indus-
trial and supposed to not be
feminine, so that juxtaposed
with this female figure—I like
that conflict that creates,”
Garey said.
The Fredericksburg Arts

Commission has selected
three locations for the display
of large-scale, freestanding
outdoor sculptures—Dixon

BYMEGKINNARD
ANDADRIANAGOMEZLICON
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

CHARLESTON, S.C.—A revived
Hurricane Ian pounded coastal
South Carolina on Friday, rip-
ping apart piers and flooding
streets after the ferocious storm
caused catastrophic damage in
Florida, trapping thousands in
their homes and leaving at least
17people dead.
The Florida Department

of Law Enforcement said the
deaths included a 22-year-old
woman ejected in an ATV roll-
over Friday because of a road
washout and a 71-year-old man
who died earlier of head injuries
whenhe fell off a roofwhile put-
ting up rain shutters. Many of
the other deaths were drown-
ings, includingthatofa68-year-
oldwoman swept into the ocean
by awave.
Another three people died

in Cuba earlier in the week as

BYCHARLOTTERENEWOODS
RICHMONDTIMES–DISPATCH

On Tuesday, the Virginia
Board of Elections approved a
new risk-limiting audit manual
ahead of the general election
this November. Though elec-
tion officials were already con-
ducting risk-limiting audits in
Virginia, they are now going to
happen before state election of-
ficials certify election results.
That’s because the Gen-

eral Assembly passed legisla-
tion that repealed and replaced
previous state code relating to
the audits.
Risk-limiting audits are “a

type of post-election audit that
utilizes statistical methods and
a manual review of paper bal-
lots to confirm that the voting
equipment accurately reported
the correct outcome of an elec-
tion,” themanual reads.
The audits analyze a random

sample of hand-counted bal-
lots to confirm election results

BYCATHYDYSON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Several groups of out-
door enthusiasts inMary-
land and Virginia, includ-
ing one based in King
George County, have filed
a federal lawsuit asking
that the demolition of the
historic Harry W. Nice
Bridge be delayed until
it’s shown that the action
would comply with envi-
ronmental laws.
On Wednesday, the

Potomac Heritage Trail
Association, Dahlgren
Railroad Trail Associa-
tion andOxonHill Bicycle

and Trail Club filed the
lawsuit, asking for an in-
junction and temporary
restraining order. The
groups seek to prevent the
Maryland Transportation
Authority from demolish-
ing the old bridge over the
Potomac River until the
MDTA and federal agen-
cies demonstrate compli-
ance with environmental
laws, including the Na-
tional Environmental
Policy Act, according to a
news release.
Since July 2020, the

Maryland authority has
been working on a re-
placement for the span,

officially called the Gov.
Harry Nice Memorial/
Sen. Thomas “Mac” Mid-
dleton Bridge. The $463
million project doubles
vehicle capacity with four
lanes instead of two and
includes a median be-
tween the lanes and wider
shoulders, according to
the project website. It also
has a 135-foot clearance to
allow tall ships topass.
What t h e webs i t e

doesn’t include in the
description of the new
bridge, scheduled for com-
pletion in comingmonths,

Newoutdoor sculptures
come to Fredericksburg

PHOTOS BY SUZANNE CARR ROSSI FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Jennifer Rubin Garey (from left), Devin Pruitt, Adam Garey and Randy Myers put the piece ‘Deflection’ in place
in Fredericksburg on Friday. Pruitt and Myers work for the city; the Gareys are sculptors who live in Pennsylvania.

Garey and Myers install the sculpture ‘Flat Curves.’ The
piece is part of a rotating public art project downtown.

Outdoor groups seek to delay Nice bridge removal

FILE / TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Outdoor groups requested that Maryland hold
off on demolishing the old U.S. 301 bridge.

State updates
method for
how to process
election audits

SEE ART, A10

SEE BRIDGE, A10 SEE VOTE, A10

Ianmakes
landfall
in South
Carolina
AFTER RIPPING THROUGH
FLORIDA, REVIVED STORM
SET TO SOAK THE REGION

ALEX BRANDON / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A firefighter examines a
large tree across the road in
Charleston, South Carolina.

SEE STORM, A10
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Wink Thompson carefully un-
wrapped the gauze from around 
his lower leg to show an open 
wound, a line of raw meat that 

runs from halfway down his calf 
to below his ankle.

A year ago, Thompson was 
exposed to the flesh-eating 
bacteria, vibrio vulnificus, in a 
tributary of the Potomac River 
in Westmoreland County. The 
fast-moving and aggressive in-
fection tore through his left leg, 
leaving dead or diseased skin, fat 
and muscle in its wake.

He needed four 

“debridements,” procedures 
in which decimated tissue is 

SCOTT SHENK
The Free Lance–Star  

Nearly one month after the 
shooting death of Antione Fox, 
the Fredericksburg Police De-
partment announced that the re-
ward is being doubled to $10,000 
for information that leads to the 
arrest of the killer.

The increased tip reward is an 
effort to “bring justice to Anti-
one and closure to his family,” 

city police spokeswoman Sarah 
Morris said in a Friday news re-
lease.

The deadly shooting happened 
June 10.

About 3:30 that morning, po-
lice received reports of an un-
conscious male in the 1700 block 
of Lafayette Boulevard. Police re-
sponded and found the 19-year 
old Fox, who had been shot sev-
eral times. He died at the scene.

According to court records, 
police have at least one suspect 
in the slaying, but apparently 
more evidence is needed to 

CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer 

WASHINGTON — Another 
month, another solid gain for 
America’s job market.

Employers in the United States 
slowed their hiring in June yet 
still produced a healthy increase, 
further evidence of an economy 
that has defied persistent fore-
casts of a recession.

The pace of hiring by busi-
nesses and government agen-
cies — 209,000 added jobs 
last month — was the smallest 
monthly gain in 2 1/2 years. But 
it was enough to reduce the un-
employment rate from 3.7% to 
3.6%, near a half-century low.

The latest evidence of eco-
nomic strength makes it all but 
certain that the Federal Reserve 
will resume its interest rate hikes 
later this month, ending a streak 

of 10 rate increases that were in-
tended to curb high inflation.

Yet there were also signs in Fri-
day’s government report that the 
job market is cooling to a more 
sustainable pace of growth — a 
trend that, if sustained, could re-
assure the Fed that its rate hikes 
are cooling inflation pressures 
without derailing the economy.

“This is kind of a Goldilocks 
report,” said Julia Coronado, 
president of MacroPolicy Per-
spectives, an economic research 
firm. “It’s a resilient labor market 
— not too hot, not too cool.”

Why is hiring so 
inconsistent? 

The economy has been beset 
by high interest rates, elevated 
inflation and nagging worries 
about a possible recession re-
sulting from the Fed’s efforts to 
quell price increases.

Yet several factors are coun-
tering those headwinds and 

US job growth 
slows in June

PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

Wink Thompson is still dealing with an infection from a bacteria called vibrio vulnificus, which he was 
exposed to last July while power-washing crab pots at his dock in Westmoreland County. 

Man nearly loses a leg 
to flesh-eating bacteria

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION
Culpeper Star-Exponent 

Free on a personal recogni-
zance bond pending a September 
trial on federal bribery charges, 
Culpeper County Sheriff Scott 
Jenkins greeted visitors July 4 

at the Freedom Car & Bike Show 
downtown.

“Business as usual, (I’m) still 
sheriff, still running the office 
day to day and still running for 
reelection, no change in that,” he 
told the Star-Exponent.

Jenkins said he was doing OK 
since being indicted last week 
in federal court on a charge of 
conspiracy, four counts of hon-

est-services mail and wire fraud 
and eight counts of federal 
programs bribery in an alleged 
badges for bribes scheme.

Federal prosecutors with the 
Western District of Virginia in 
Charlottesville claim Jenkins 
accepted cash bribes over several 
years, totaling at least $72,500, in 
exchange for handing out auxil-
iary deputy badges and creden-

tials to three Northern Virginia 
businessman and at least five 
others, including a pair of FBI 
agents.

Wearing sunglasses and in 
plain clothes, Jenkins stood 
Tuesday with his brother, Mi-
chael, a CCSO employee, in the 
parking lot next to Culpeper 

‘Business as usual’ for Culpeper sheriff

City police double 
reward in slaying

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION,  
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT 

Culpeper County Sheriff Scott Jenkins 
attends a car and bike show on July 4.

Area resident urges 
river safety after an 
aggressive infection

WATCH: Debbie 
Thompson discusses 
her husband’s battle 
against a flesh-eating 

bacteria. Point your 
smartphone camera at the QR 
code, then tap the link. 

Cooler hiring may 
signal soft landing  
for the economy

Authorities seeking 
tips that lead to arrest 
in 19-year-old’s death

Scott Jenkins is facing 
felony bribery charges

VIEW: Looking for something to 
do this weekend? Check out our 
events calendar online. 
FREDERICKSBURG.COM  
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removed so antibiotics and 
other fluids can get through 
to protect remaining skin 
and boost the healing pro-
cess.

A medical provider 
showed Thompson’s wife, 
Debbie, a photo of his leg 
after the first procedure — 
after warning her about how 
bad it was. The mangled leg 
looked more like a prop in a 
zombie movie than part of 
a living human and is not 
being published due to its 
graphic nature.

“It was like he went 
through some kind of meat 
grinder,” she said.

While Wink Thompson 
said the leg is still ugly a 
year later, he didn’t hesi-
tate to uncover the wound 
for photographs. He wants 
to spread the message of 
what this dangerous bacte-
ria can do.

“Anything to get the word 
out,” he said. “I don’t want 
anybody to go through what 
I went through.”

‘Touch and go’ 
Tall and thin, Thomp-

son was an athlete in his 
younger days and a right-
of-way agent who retired 
after almost 30 years with 
the Virginia Department 
of Transportation. Then, 
he worked for Spotsylvania 
County and private com-
panies, and at age 80, is 
still doing parttime work, 
helping to secure utility 
easements.

A year ago this month, the 
Spotsylvania man was pow-
er-washing crab pots on the 
dock of his second home, in 
Glebe Harbor in Montross. 
It’s on Weatherall Creek, 
which feeds into the Lower 
Machodoc Creek, and that 
empties into the Potomac.

He was using water from 
the house for the chore. 
He reached into the creek 
to pull out a pot, one at a 
time, and rinsed off the al-
gae. Thompson never got 
into the stream.

Later that night, he had 
a pain in his left leg which 
he felt again at breakfast. 
He looked down and saw a 
round and red spot, “prob-
ably the size of a softball,” 
and knew something was 
wrong.

The Thompsons left the 
Northern Neck and ended 
up in the emergency room at 
Mary Washington Hospital.

Tests showed he had been 
exposed to vibrio vulnifi-
cus, a species of bacteria 
that can cause life-threat-
ening wounds, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
website. It estimates that 
about 80,000 people de-
velop vibriosis, infections 
from the various types of 
vibrio bacteria, every year in 
the United States, and that 
about 100 of them die.

Vibrio bacteria are found 
naturally in salty and brack-
ish water, which is a combi-
nation of fresh and salt wa-
ter. The bacteria can enter 
the body through an open 
wound or by eating raw or 
undercooked seafood.

Not everyone who gets 
into the water with an open 
cut or eats raw oysters will 
develop an illness, but for 
those who do — because 
there may be other issues at 

play — the vibrio vulnificus 
infection can become seri-
ous quickly.

“About 1 in 5 people with 
this infection die, some-
times within a day or two 
of becoming ill,” the CDC 
reports.

Debbie Thompson feared 
her husband might be one 
of them.

“It was touch and go for a 
while,” she said. “We didn’t 
know if he was gonna lose 
his limb or his life. (But) 
Wink is a strong person, 
physically and mentally, and 
he pushed himself and got 
through it.”

‘A tough case’ 
Doctors determined the 

vibrio had entered through 
a small scab on Thomp-
son’s ankle. He had torn 
his Achilles tendon on that 
leg three years earlier and 
needed several surgeries to 
try to repair it. 

It probably wasn’t the 
creek water alone that con-
tained bacteria, said Dr. 
Norman Bernstein, an in-
fectious disease doctor with 
Mary Washington Health-

care. He suspects there was 
bacterial residue in the crab 
pots, which got splashed 
around as Thompson did 
his power-washing — and 
that’s probably what ended 
up making him sick.

Thompson’s initial in-
fection quickly turned to 
sepsis, and two trauma 
surgeons, Dr. Tedla Tessema 
and Dr. Corey Wright, and 
their team oversaw his case, 
both in the hospital and 
out. Wright’s most recent 
follow-up with Thompson 
was on Friday.

At each team meeting 
early on, doctors discussed 
the possibility that Thomp-
son might lose his leg. Not 
only did he have deadly bac-
teria running rampant, but 
Thompson also has thin-
ning skin, both as a result 
of normal aging as well as 
blood thinners he takes for 
a heart condition. The blood 
thinners also cause more 
blood loss and can slow 
down the healing process, 
Wright said.

“It was a tough case, he 
had a lot going on,” said 
Wright. “He had one of the 

more aggressive or exagger-
ated effects from it.”

Within a few days of being 
exposed, Thompson needed 
the first surgery to remove 
dead and infected skin. The 
second procedure happened 
30 hours later, Wright said, 
as doctors had to be aggres-
sive to stay ahead of the 
fast-moving bacteria.

Each time, Thompson 
was placed under general 
anesthesia. He doesn’t re-
member many details, but 
his wife reminded him of 
how horrible things were 
and the “excruciating pain” 
he endured.

In addition to removing 
dead skin, surgeons had 
to cover the gaping wound 
that stretched from below 
his knee to his ankle. They 
didn’t want to take that 
much skin from elsewhere 
on his body and create ad-
ditional wounds, Wright 
said, so they grafted pig 
skin onto his decimated leg 
at the same time as his own 
dead flesh was removed.

“It was a hard case, and 
we were very honest with 
him about the possibilities,” 
Wright said. “Of course, he 
was nervous and scared, but 
he was in good spirits and 
trusted our assessments, 
and he was a model patient 
in that regard.”

Wright said it took a 
team of surgeons, ICU 
doctors, infectious disease 
specialists, nursing staff 
and home-health nurses, 
who’ve visited Thompson 
every other day for almost 
a year, to move Thompson 
from the brink of death to 
where he’s almost back to 
normal.

He’s still working, he 
walks without a hitch and he 
still puts crab pots into the 
creek off his dock in West-
moreland County. The only 
difference is now he wears 
protective gear — rubber 
coveralls, boots and gloves 
— to keep the water off his 
body.

His wife wishes he’d drop 
the crabbing altogether.

“It irritates me and it 
frightens me,” she said.

‘A champion’ 
Wink Thompson con-

tacted The Free Lance–
Star about a story because 
he wants people to know 
the deadly bacteria exists. 
He’s tried to talk with local 
health officials about post-
ing information about vib-
rio vulnificus, and he’d like 
to see the state test regularly 
for it, just as it does other 
contaminants.

He’d also be happy if signs 
were posted at every public 
access, telling people, es-
pecially along the Potomac, 
about the dangers.

“He’s kind of a champion 
for this process and aware-
ness, trying to inform the 
public,” Wright said.

While the bacteria occurs 
naturally, “vibrio vulnificus 
pathogens become more 
prevalent as Chesapeake 
Bay waters warm,” accord-
ing to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin-
istration website. With 
the National Center for 
Coastal Ocean Science, it’s 
put together a model that 
predicts the probability 
of vibrio vulnificus in the 
bay waters. It’s available at 
products.coastalscience.
noaa.gov/vibrioforecast/
vulnificus/chesapeake/
default.aspx.

Cases of vibrio infections 
must be reported to health 
departments in Virginia, 
and last year, the Rappa-
hannock Area Health Dis-
trict, which includes Fred-
ericksburg and the counties 
of Caroline, King George, 
Spotsylvania and Stafford, 
had three cases, said Allison 
Balmes–John, population 
health manager. 

She said cases have re-
mained steady the last five 
years and that none have 
been reported so far this 
year. 

The health district 
stresses that people should 
not eat raw shellfish, espe-
cially oysters, and that they 
should avoid exposing open 
wounds to salty or brackish 
water. If they do and de-
velop any signs of infection, 
they should visit a medical 
provider right away and 
mention they’ve been in the 
water, Balmes–John said.

Bernstein said patients 
regularly ask him if they 
should get into the water, 
even in a pool, when they 
have a cut or sore. He cau-
tions against it.

“If you have an open 
wound, think twice before 
going into the water. Pe-
riod,” he said.

Wink Thompson has 
spent a good part of his life 
in the water, both at Fair-
view Beach in King George 
County and in the North-
ern Neck. His children and 
grandchildren are “water 
rats,” just like he was at their 
age, but the experience of 
the last year has changed 
him.

“Right now, I’m not 
gonna get in the water, and 
I don’t know that I ever will, 
even after I heal,” he said. 
“But I’m making sure that 
all my guests don’t go in the 
water if they have an open 
wound.”

Cathy Dyson:  
540/374-5425 
cdyson@freelancestar.com

Bacteria
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Food Closet, beside two 
Sheriff’s Office car show 
entries.

Jenkins said the vehi-
cles represented “from the 
present to the past” — a 
1964 Ford Galaxie marked 
on the side with a badge 
and “Sheriff Mayberry” 
and a modern Sheriff’s Of-
fice Chevy SUV with a vin-
tage blue light on top.

The sheriff said he could 
not talk about the federal 
case.

“In time I will be able to 
talk. When I can, I will,” 
Jenkins said.

When asked about the 
status of the auxiliary dep-
uty program at the sher-
iff’s office, he stated, “Not 
supposed to talk about it, 
you can ask other staff. I 

hate to be evasive, but I 
am supposed to leave that 
stuff alone. I don’t want to 
tread over any line. I have 
to obey the instructions I’m 
given and I have to respect 
the process, because it is a 
process.”

The Star-Exponent is 
still waiting to hear back 
from the Sheriff’s Office 
and county staff about the 
status and scope of the pro-
gram that, by county code, 
allowed Jenkins to estab-
lish, equip, maintain and 
develop operating proce-
dures for an all-volunteer 
auxiliary deputy sheriff 
force.

According to an inves-
tigative report earlier this 
year from Ted Oberg and 
the NBC4 I-Team of Wash-
ington, 42 people had been 
sworn in by Jenkins as aux-
iliary deputies.

According to county 

code, they were given all 
powers and immunities of 
constables at common law 
and were covered while on 
duty by the county’s gen-
eral liability insurance. 
Auxiliary deputies were not 
authorized to carry con-
cealed weapons except for 
limited times and purposes 
as specified by the sheriff.

However, the federal in-
dictment claims Jenkins 
told auxiliary deputies they 
had concealed carry rights 
in all 50 states, while not 
authorized to make such 
a claim. The county sher-
iff also allegedly helped 
a convicted felon get his 
gun rights back, pressured 
court officials to approve it, 
then made him an auxiliary 
deputy, gave him a gun and 
accepted cash in return, 
according to the federal 
indictment.

Considering the weight 

of the allegations, some in 
the Culpeper community 
are calling for Jenkins to 
step down prior to the No-
vember election in which 
he will seek a fourth term 
in office.

“No,” said Jenkins on July 
4. “No, business as usual. I 
am one person, I understand 
I am the leader, but the staff 
we have in place and the 
trust and community sup-
port we have gotten over the 
last dozen years is amazing. 
And it’s that staff showing 
up every day doing the same 
professional job they’ve al-
ways done that the people 
want, that’s what matters, 
he continued.

“I am a small part in that 
because I am only one per-
son, but I give direction 
and answer questions and 
so forth, but the day-to-
day job is done by the 100 
or so people I am honored 

to work with every day and 
nothing’s going to change 
for them.

“They are still working, 
doing the same great service 
they have for a dozen years 
and I think the community 
sees that, and I’ve gotten 
an overwhelming response 
of support in just a matter 
of a short period of time,” 
Jenkins continued.

The sheriff said he would 
be vindicated in the case. “I 
wish I could say more, but 
there will be a time when I 
can talk.”

The three-term sheriff, 
first elected in 2011, ex-
pressed confidence when 
asked if he thought he 
would be reelected.

“I don’t see any reason 
that the people will change 
their feeling about this 
office. The office is big-
ger than one person and 
the huge part people have 

learned through the years 
is that changing that one 
person creates an enormous 
amount of change in that 
office from the top down.

“Obviously, the com-
mand staff and the lead-
ership changes with each 
sheriff, that’s the way it’s 
designed to work, but I 
don’t think the commu-
nity wants to see a change 
in that, they’re happy with 
the service they’ve gotten 
from the deputies, they do 
an amazing job and I am 
so honored to work with 
them.”

Jenkins has yet to be ar-
raigned in the federal case. 
His attorney, Mark Scha-
mel, of Venable LLP in 
Washington, declined to 
issue a statement.

Allison Brophy Champion: 
540/825-4315 
abrophy@starexponent.com

Jenkins
From A1

PROVIDED BY DEBBIE THOMPSON 

thompson still crabs from his dock in Montross, much to 
his wife’s dismay. She’s concerned, even though he wears 
rubber boots, overalls and gloves so he won’t be exposed 
to creek water. 

CATHY DYSON, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

Wink thompson points to the place on his leg where the wound initially started. He got sepsis after being exposed to a flesh-
eating bacteria in a tributary of the Potomac river about one  year ago.

PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

thompson removes the dressing from the wound caused 
by vibrio vulnificus bacteria. the Spotsylvania County man 
wants others to know about his case and to warn them to 
stay out of the water if they have an open wound.



Goodbye, Gary’s ACE
Culpeper hardware store calls it 
quits after 11 years. BUSINESS, PAGE A6

Eagles reach a crossroad
After humbling loss, UMW must regroup 
for potential NCAA run. SPORTS, PAGE B1
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SCHOOL SAFETYADDRESSEDAT INAUGURAL FORUM

BYCATHYDYSON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

While first-respond-
ers assured the Fred-
ericksburg community
they’redoing everything
they can to protect
students from today’s
threats—ranging from
the possibility of an ac-
tive shooter to a fake
report of a bomb in the
school—another speak-
er encouraged the audi-
ence to embrace laughter
as good medicine, both
to live longer and to in-

crease brainpower.
And as comments

from parents illustrat-
ed, the first “Family
Academy” presented by
the Fredericksburg City
Public Schools Saturday
at James Monroe High
School couldn’t have
been more timely. On
four consecutive days
in the past two weeks,
James Monroe has been
evacuatedaftersomeone
called in a threat that
turnedout tobe false.
The FBI calls the ac-

tion “swatting” because
it involves a call to 911
that draws a massive
response from law en-
forcement, usually a
SWAT team. The hoax
has been around at least
since 2008, according to
the FBI website, but it’s
been disturbingly popu-
lar thismonth.
On one day alone—

Monday, Sept. 19—at
least 11 school systems
across Virginia reported
lockdowns from shoot-
ers or bombs, including

Fredericksburg, Char-
lottesville and the coun-
ties of Culpeper and
Fauquier, Arlington and
Loudoun.
Raygan DeCarlo, a

mother of six, asked
those gathered Saturday
for someanswers.
“I’m hearing from

the kids there’s a bomb
threat, that a bomb,
that there was smoke. I
don’t know what’s true
because the school’s
not telling us anything,

Parents voice concern
at Family Academy

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Laurie Bendall, a mother of two at James Monroe, brings up concerns about students’ safety during
a public forum Saturday. The high school recently received threats on four consecutive days.

Raygan DeCarlo expresses her upset with the
lack of information given to parents during the
evacuations at James Monroe last week.

Deputy Superintendent, Dr. Matthew Eberhardt,
listens to a parent’s concerns during the forum,
presented by Fredericksburg City Public Schools.

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Students in Caroline
County Public Schools
will receive immersive
environmental educa-
tion experiences this fall
thanks to a grant from
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion.
The $158,737 grant was

announced today by the
Hanover–Caroline Soil
& Water Conservation

District, which will work
with Caroline, Essex and
Middlesex public school
districts, the Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay and
Friends of the Rappahan-
nock to bring “an innova-
tive approach for advanc-
ingenvironmental literacy
to the diverse communi-
ties of the Middle Penin-
sula,” according to a press
release.
The two-year project,

“Building Capacity for

Environmental Literacy in
Virginia’s Middle Penin-
sula,” will result in school
and family nature ac-
tivities, student-led com-
munity action projects,
job training and college
preparedness for Caroline
County students.
“Wearehonoredtowork

on this important project
with our valued partners,
to help bring greater en-
vironmental literacy to
the culturally and ecologi-

cally diverse Middle Pen-
insula of Virginia,” said
Sharon Conner, manager
of the Hanover–Caroline
SWCD.
Students in Fredericks-

burg City Public Schools
will also receive environ-
mental education start-
ing this year thanks to a
NOAAgrant.

AdeleUphaus–Conner:
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

Grant helps Caroline provide watershed education

SEE FORUM, A5

Changes are coming
to three one-way
streets near James

MonroeHighSchool in
Fredericksburg as the city
is converting the streets
tohandle two-way traffic.
WashingtonAvenue,

FallHillAvenue and
MauryStreet, in theCanal
Quarter neighborhood,
will be converted to two-
way traffic,withwork
expected to start this
fall, according to anews
release fromthe city.
Work is expected to

beginby the endof this
month, dependingon
theweather, according
toSonjaCantu, the city’s
public informationofficer.
The changes are slated to
be inplace this fall.
Thework involved

with the changes includes
milling thepavement

and repaving the streets.
Crewswill then add lane
markings and signs to
address the traffic pattern
change.
Newcrosswalkswill be

added, alongwith ape-
destrianbump-out at the
VirginiaAvenue andFall
HillAvenue intersection.
Sidewalk ramps alsowill
be improved.
The changes are

utilizingwhat is known
as “traffic calming,” a
method aimedat slowing
traffic speeds, according
toCantu.The approach
was approvedby the city
council in 2019.

City to change trio
of one-way streets

GETTING
THERE
Scott Shenk

SEE SHENK, A5

BYANTHONYIZAGUIRRE
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

TALLAHASSEE, Fla . —
Authorities and residents
in Florida were keeping a
cautious eye on Tropical
Storm Ian as it rumbled
ominously through theCa-
ribbean on Sunday, likely
to become a major hur-
ricane on its path toward
the state.
Gov. Ron DeSantis has

declared a state of emer-
gency throughout Florida
andurged residents topre-
pare for the storm to lash
large swaths of the state
with heavy rains, high
windsand rising seas.
Forecasters are still un-

sure of exactly where Ian
could make landfall, with
current models plotting
it toward Florida’s west
coast or panhandle re-
gions, he said.
“We’re going to keep

monitoring the track of
this storm. But it really
is important to stress the
degree of uncertainty that
still exists,” DeSantis said
at a news conference Sun-
day, cautioning that “even
if you’re not necessarily
right in the eye of the path
of the storm, there’s going

to be pretty broad impacts
throughout the state.”
The National Hurricane

Center said Ian is expected
to become a hurricane on
Monday and reach major
hurricane strength Tues-
day. Flash andurban flood-
ingispossibleintheFlorida
Keys and Florida penin-
sula throughmidweek, and
then heavy rainfall was
possible for north Flori-
da, the Florida panhandle
and the southeast United
States later thisweek.
The agency placed a

tropical storm watch over
the lower Florida Keys on
Sunday evening and has
advised Floridians to have
hurricane plans in place
and monitor updates of
the storm’s evolvingpath.
A hurricane warning

was in effect Sunday for
Grand Cayman and the
Cuban provinces of Isla
de Juventud, Pinar del Rio
andArtemisa.
Cuban state media said

emergency authorities
have met to plan for the
storm’sarrivalandprepare
for evacuations, though
none had been ordered
as of Sunday. The track
forecast by the National
Hurricane Center shows a
major storm striking the
far-western part of the

Tropical Storm
Ian strengthens
FLORIDA PREPARES FOR
LANDFALL AS STATEOF
EMERGENCYDECLARED

LUIS SANTANA / TAMPA BAY TIMES

Felicia Livengood and Victoria Colson fill sandbags
along with other residents Sunday in Tampa, Fla.

SEE IAN, A4
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InsideFor more on the forecast, visit 
us online for weekday morning 
weather videos. FREDERICKSBURG.COM

MICHAEL MARTZ
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

In baseball scorecards terms, 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin has a few 
innings left to tally runs, hits and 
errors in his second General As-
sembly session.

The 46-day (and counting) 
legislative session did not fin-
ish on time on Saturday because 
the House of Delegates and the 
Senate still do not have a revised 
two-year budget. The final bud-
get is where Youngkin will win, 
lose or draw in an election-year 
confrontation with Democrats 
over his proposed $1 billion 
package of tax cuts.

But even when the assembly 
adopts a final budget compro-
mise, the governor will get an-
other at-bat with vetoes and 
amendments for legislators to 
consider when they reconvene 
in Richmond on April 12 for the 
annual veto session. He could re-
taliate for the Senate’s dismissal 
of three of his high-profile ap-
pointees — the commissioner of 
health and members of the ed-
ucation and parole boards — by 
targeting some Democrats’ bills.

“It’s the bottom of the sixth 
inning,” said Chris Saxman, a 
former Republican delegate from 
Staunton, who leads an influen-
tial state business organization 
with a close eye on Virginia gov-
ernment. “It goes to the gover-
nor, and then it’s on.”

Youngkin was closely involved 
in a complex, bipartisan effort to 
restore the authority of the State 
Corporation Commission to reg-
ulate electric utility rates, which 

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star 

No one’s really sure how much 
Liam Jackson can see anymore 
because of the damage from a 
terminal brain disease.

But when the kindergartner 
and his family came home Friday 
afternoon and discovered their 
front yard in Falmouth had been 
turned into a replica of Whoville, 
Liam’s younger siblings started 
chattering about a certain char-
acter with a pointed red hat and 
long green fur.

“The Grinch, the real Grinch? 
Is he here?” Liam asked while 
still in the vehicle. “I need to see 
him now.”

His parents, Stephen and 
Madeline, held on to the 6-year-
old’s hand as he gingerly walked 
by the Whoville Post Office and 

repeatedly opened the door of 
the wooden cutout labeled as the 
Grinch’s house.

More than 60 neighbors, staff 
from Falmouth Elementary 
School and members of the Staf-

ford Sheriff’s Office, who showed 
up in a motorcade of motorcycles 
and cruisers with flashing blue 
lights, cheered and called out 
his name.

“We brought Whoville to 

you, Liam,” said Joni Moore 
Kanazawa, who directs the 
Fredericksburg-based organi-
zation Ellie’s Elves. Named for 
Ellie Blaine, who was 2 when 
she died of cancer, the volunteer 
group supports other children 
facing terminal diseases and 
their families.

Kanazawa organized the event 
after discovering Liam’s attach-
ment to the Dr. Seuss character. 
While the rest of the world may 
find him as cuddly as a cactus, 
the Grinch is Liam’s favorite su-
perhero because he saves Christ-
mas, his mother said.

“You can’t convince him oth-
erwise,” she said. “The other day 
he told me, besides Jesus who’s 
No. 1, the Grinch is No. 2.”

Capt. Lee Peters is with the 
Stafford Sheriff’s Office special 
forces and his work took on a 
slightly different twist Friday 
when he donned the Grinch 
costume. A board member with 

How the Grinch made 
a Stafford boy smile

TRISTAN LOREI PHOTOS, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

Liam Jackson, 6, who has a terminal brain disease, gets a visit from his favorite superhero, the Grinch, amid Whoville decorations set up in his 
yard. His younger brother, Damon, is dressed as Max, the Grinch’s dog. 

Youngkin 
tallies wins 
and losses 
in session

In 2019, Stafford 
County residents 
approved a bond 

referendum package 
for nine transportation 
projects.

Ground has yet to be 
broken on any of the 
projects, and funding 
is short on some. But 
other projects are fully 
funded and in line for work 
to begin, according to an 
update at last week’s Staf-
ford Board of Supervisors 

meeting.
Here’s a rundown 

of the updated status 
of each project:

 � Enon Road, U.S. 
1 improvements. No 
bond money is ded-
icated to the project, 
which is $12.8 million 
short of the projected 
$24.4 million cost. 

The project design is 30% 
complete. The estimated 
completion is fiscal year 
2029.

 � Onville Road widening. 
Completely funded, with 
$3,256,519 in bond funding 
allocated for the project, 
which will cost an estimated 
$17.5 million. Design work 
has started. Project com-
pletion is expected in fiscal 
2028.

 � U.S. 1 and Layhill Road 
intersection improve-
ments. Completely funded, 
with $1,225,264 in bonds 

Some Stafford road bond projects advance

TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

This portion of Garrisonville Road in Stafford 
could be widened to six lanes.

JOSH BOAK
Associated Press 

Wilmington, Del. — As the war 
in Ukraine enters its second year, 
CIA Director William Burns said 
Sunday that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is being “too con-
fident” in his military’s ability to 
grind Ukraine into submission.

Burns, in a 
television inter-
view, said the 
head of Rus-
sia’s intelli-
gence services 
had displayed 
in their Novem-
ber meeting “a 
sense of cocki-
ness and hubris” that reflected 
Putin’s own beliefs “that he can 
make time work for him, that 
he believes he can grind down 
the Ukrainians that he can wear 
down our European allies, that 
political fatigue will eventually 
set in.”

That conversation, in which 
Burns warned of the conse-
quences if Russia were to deploy 
a nuclear weapon in Ukraine, was 

Burns: Putin 
‘too confident’ 
he can wear 
down Ukraine

Community recreates 
Seuss’ Whoville for 
terminally ill child

Liam Jackson checks out all the Whoville attractions in his yard but 
seemed to like going in and out of the door to the Grinch house the best. 

GETTING THERE

Burns

SCOTT 
SHENK

Please see YOUNGKIN, Page A4

Please see SHENK, Page A4 Please see UKRAINE, Page A5

Please see WHOVILLE, Page A5
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James Arlen Ruby, 82,
of Spotsylvania, passed
away on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 23, 2023, at his
home.

James worked at Giant
Food for over 35 years
and at Ni Reservoir and
Hunting Run Reservoir
for over 15 years. He was
an avid hunter and fish-
erman.

Survivors include his
wife, Maria America
Ruby; children, Greg
Ruby, James Ruby, and
John Ruby; grandchil-
dren, Spencer Ruby,
Kirsta Ruby, Victoria
Jones, Veronica Ruby,
and Vanessa Ruby; great-
grandchild, William
Jones; siblings, Ronald
Ruby, David Edmunds,
and Candy Eppard; and
stepfather, Danny Ed-
munds.

The family will receive
friends from 6 until 8
p.m. Wednesday, March
1, 2023, at Covenant Fu-
neral Service, Freder-
icksburg. A graveside
service will be held 1:30
p.m. Thursday, March 2,
2023, at Quantico Na-
tional Cemetery.

Online guest book is
available at covenantfu-
neralservice.com.

James Arlen Ruby

FROM THE FRONT PAGE / OBITUARIES

Ellie’s Elves, he’s played 
Mickey Mouse as well — 
and said he really was hop-
ing for something more 
along the lines of a Marvel 
superhero.

But as Kanazawa 
stressed, the whole point of 
the event was to provide a 
happy experience for Liam 
and his family, and Peters 
was glad to oblige.

“It’s all about making 
memories,” Kanazawa said. 
“While he still has vision, 
we’ll let Liam see this fuzzy 
character in colorful pants.”

Liam started kindergar-
ten last fall and absolutely 
loves school, said Sallie 
Burch, principal of Fal-
mouth Elementary School. 
She was dressed in green 
and looked elflike as part of 
the Whoville display.

Liam’s teacher, Audra 
Gulick, was at the Jackson 
home Friday as well, along 
with other staff from the 
nearby school. Gulick said 
Liam brightens her day.

“He’s always like a light, 
a bright shining light,” she 
said. “He’s so easy to get 
along with and the kids love 
him.”

In late fall, a bus driver 
noticed that Liam was 
having trouble getting up 
and down the bus steps. 
She mentioned it to the 
school nurse and Gulick, 
who talked with Liam’s 
parents.

Tests began and the 
family got the news no 
parent wants, and it came 
on Liam’s sixth birthday in 
January. He has a genetic 
condition called cerebral 
adrenoleukodystrophy, 
a disease in which the 
white matter of the brain 
is progressively damaged. 
Eventually, the nerves no 
longer relay information 
to the brain, causing all 
systems to shut down.

The Jacksons initially 
thought they’d have sev-
eral more years, but Liam’s 
condition is deteriorating so 
rapidly, doctors don’t think 
he has that long, family 
members said. There is no 
treatment.

Ellie’s Elves, along with 
the staff at Falmouth El-
ementary School, have 
helped with meals and ex-
penses for the Jacksons. 
Liam is their oldest; Steph-
anie is 4, Damon turns 3 
next month and they’re 
expecting a fourth child in 
August.

The sudden news of Li-
am’s illness has devastated 
the family, said Charlene 
Taylor, Madeline Jack-
son’s sister. She’s also a 

hairdresser and one of her 
clients is Kimberly Ander-
son, a volunteer with Ellie’s 
Elves.

As the two talked during 
a hair appointment, Tay-
lor mentioned Liam’s 
fondness for the Grinch. 
Anderson shared that de-
tail with Kanazawa, and 
the wheels quickly began 
turning.

In 2015, Ellie’s Elves cre-
ated the Whoville scene 
for Ryan Mott, who had 

brain cancer and was able 
to enjoy all things Grinch 
during his last Christmas. 
He died in 2016 at age 9.

Kanazawa didn’t want 
the wooden cutouts of the 
Whoville School and other 
building facades to be put 
in storage, so the volun-
teer group has used them 
to decorate floats during 
Christmas parades. They 
also let Susan and Ralph 
Cooper add them to their 
Christmas decorations on 

Ramoth Church Road.
Kanazawa borrowed 

them back from the Coo-
pers for Friday’s decorat-
ing blitz. She asked Peters 
to help, then he asked a 
few fellow officers. He was 
expecting three or four but 
got more like 12.

“When word got around 

it was for a child, people 
showed up,” Peters said.

The Jacksons got permis-
sion from their homeown-
ers association to keep the 
Christmas decorations for 
two weeks in late February 
and early March.

While Liam enjoyed 
the cutouts, the interac-
tion with the Grinch was 
his favorite. Liam also 
was dressed in lime green 
Grinch pajamas and his 
little brother wore the cos-
tume of Max, the Grinch’s 
dog. The Jacksons had 
hoped to dress Stephanie 
like Cindy Lou Who but 
couldn’t find a costume so 
she wore something spar-
kly.

Liam giggled when the 
Grinch tucked Max un-
der one arm and Steph-
anie under the other and 
pretended to run off with 
him. He grinned when the 
Grinch hid behind cutouts 
and peeked around the 
corner at him.

When the Grinch tick-
led Liam’s cheek with his 
long fingers, Liam said: 
“He has soft hands.” 
Someone else mentioned 
the Grinch needs to shave 
his knuckles and Liam re-
sponded in defense: “No 
he doesn’t.”

Liam’s mother struggled 
to find the words to thank 
everyone who showed up 
in her yard. She was on 
the way back from visit-
ing relatives when she got 
caught behind the police 
motorcade.

“I thought, that’s for 
us,” she said, holding back 
tears. “I appreciate every-
one, I mean, it was so over-
whelming to see. And Liam 
loved it.”

In the words of Dr. Seuss, 
Kanazawa posted on Face-
book after the event that 
“all our hearts grew three 
sizes today.”

Whoville
From A1

“pretty dispiriting,” Burns 
said.

Burns said he judged Pu-
tin as “quite determined” 
to continue prosecuting the 
war, despite the casualties, 
tactical shortcomings and 
economic and reputational 
damage to Russia.

“I think Putin is, right 
now, entirely too confident 
of his ability ... to wear down 
Ukraine,” Burns told CBS’ 
“Face the Nation” in an in-
terview that aired Sunday. 
Burns said that “at some 
point, he’s going to have to 
face up to increasing costs 
as well, in coffins coming 
home to some of the poor-
est parts of Russia,” where he 
said many of the conscripts 
“being thrown as cannon 
fodder” are from.

Burns also said Putin was 
underestimating U.S. re-
solve to support Ukraine, 
saying that it has been his 
experience that the Russian 
leader’s view is that Ameri-
cans have “attention deficit 
disorder and we’ll move on 
to some other issue even-
tually.”

The comments came at a 
critical juncture for the war 
as the Biden administration 
is “confident that the Chi-
nese leadership is consid-
ering” whether to provide 
“lethal” military equipment 
to Russia.

“It would be a very risky 
and unwise bet,” Burns 
said, adding that such a 
move could only further 
strain relations between the 
world’s two largest econom-
ics. “That’s why I hope very 
much that they don’t.”

Burns said China’s leader, 
Xi Jinping, has closely 

watched how the war has 
evolved, and “I think, in 
many ways, he’s been un-
settled and sobered by what 
he’s seen.” The CIA director 
spoke of “where Putin’s hu-
bris has now gotten Russia,” 
and said that in authoritar-
ian systems, when “nobody 
challenges” a leader, “you 
can make some huge blun-
ders.”

Meanwhile, the question 
of military aid and the pace 
of the war is also a source of 
uncertainty in the U.S. as 
Republican lawmakers crit-
icized the administration for 
not sending F-16 fighter jets 
to Ukraine.

White House national se-
curity adviser Jake Sullivan 
said the U.S. was providing 
Ukraine with the military 
aid needed to retake terri-
tory seized by Russia. The 
domestic politics of support 
for Ukraine are also compli-

cated by some GOP mem-
bers of Congress who say 
the administration should 
pull back and focus more on 
the needs at home.

Rep. Michael McCaul, 
chairman of the House For-
eign Relations Committee, 
said planes and long-range 
artillery could help end the 
war on a faster timeline. 
“This whole thing is taking 
too long,” McCaul said. “And 
it really didn’t have to hap-
pen this way,” said McCaul, 
R-Texas.

Ukraine won support last 
month from Baltic nations 
and Poland in its quest to 
obtain Western fighter jets, 
but there have been no signs 
that nations such as the U.S. 
and Britain will change their 
stance of refusing to provide 
warplanes to Kyiv.

Biden said in an ABC 
News interview on Fri-
day that he’s “ruling it out 

for now,” saying that they 
are not the weaponry that 
Ukrainians need in the near 
term.

But Sen. Dan Sullivan, 
R-Alaska, said the White 
House has been slow in 
providing what Ukraine 
seeks, including jets. “That 
has been a pattern with this 
administration from the 
beginning, where they have 
slow-rolled critical military 
weapons systems,” he said.

Jake Sullivan said the U.S. 
is already providing parts 
to keep Ukraine’s fleet of 
Soviet-era jets flying, but 
supplying F-16s “is really a 
question for another day, for 
another phase” of the war.

Jake Sullivan appeared 
on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” 
CNN’s “State of the Union” 
and ABC’s “This Week.” Mc-
Caul was on ABC and Dan 
Sullivan was on NBC.

Ukraine
From A1

EAST PALESTINE, Ohio 
(AP) — Shipment of con-
taminated waste from the 
site of a fiery train derailment 
earlier this month in eastern 
Ohio near the Pennsylvania 
state line will resume Mon-
day to two approved sites in 
Ohio, according to federal 
environmental authorities.

The announcement came a 
day after the Environmental 
Protection Agency ordered 
Norfolk Southern to “pause” 
shipments from the site of 
the Feb. 3 derailment in East 

Palestine to allow additional 
oversight measures about 
where waste was shipped. 
Some liquid and solid waste 
had already been taken to 
sites in Michigan and Texas.

EPA-certified facilities 
able to accept some of the 
waste had been identified, 
which meant shipments 
could restart Monday, Re-
gion 5 administrator Debra 
Shore, of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, said 
Sunday.

Some of the liquid waste 

will be sent to a facility in 
Vickery, Ohio, for disposal 
in an underground injection 
well, Shore said. Norfolk 
Southern will also begin 
shipping solid waste to an 
incinerator in East Liver-
pool, Ohio, and additional 
solid waste disposal loca-
tions were being sought, 
she said.

“All of this is great news 
for the people of East Pal-
estine and the surround-
ing community, because it 
means cleanup can continue 

at a rapid pace,” she said.
The Ohio governor’s of-

fice said Saturday night that 
five of the 20 truckloads 
(approximately 280 tons) of 
hazardous solid waste had 
been returned to East Pales-
tine after 15 truckloads were 
disposed of at a Michigan 
hazardous waste treatment 
and disposal facility. Shore 
said material shipped out to 
sites in other states, but later 
returned to East Palestine, 
would now be shipped to the 
two Ohio sites.

Waste shipments from Ohio derailment to resume

CHLOE CUMMINGS PHOTOGRAPHY 

The Jackson family — parents Madeline and Stephen and children Liam, Stephanie and damon — are surrounded by the 
Grinch, members of Stafford Sheriff’s office, staff from Falmouth elementary School, friends and neighbor. 

HOW TO HELP
Staff at Falmouth ele-
mentary School “have 
all just rallied around” 
Liam Jackson and his 
family, said audra Gu-
lick, Liam’s teacher. He’s 
a kindergartner with a 
genetic brain disease 
that’s terminal.

The staff and ellie’s 
elves, a volunteer group 
supporting the fam-
ilies of children with 
illnesses, are providing 
meals and raising funds. 
More information about 
the meal train is avail-
able at mealtrain.com/
trains/16gnn6.

There’s a Go Fund Me 
account to help with 
medical bills and other 
expenses at gofundme.
com. Search for “Sup-
port for Liam with aLd.”

There’s also a Fiesta 
Fundraiser planned 
at 5:30 p.m. on March 
31 at Stafford High 
School. Sallie burch, the 
principal at Falmouth, 
planned to hold the 
event at her school but 
soon realized there 
wouldn’t be enough 
parking.

The fundraiser will 
include live music, 
food and raffles. Staff 
members are putting 
together gift baskets as 
prizes. 

TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

Madeline Jackson takes the hand of her son, Liam, and 
shows him the Whoville decorations in their yard set up by 
volunteers from ellie’s elves and others.

TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

richard renninger (top) and other volunteers work to 
turn a Falmouth front yard into a scene from Whoville as a 
surprise for Liam Jackson, a kindergartner with a terminal 
brain disease.

Gordon Pinsent, an 
award-winning Canadian 
actor acclaimed for his per-
formance as a heartbroken 
husband in the film “Away 
From Her,” has died at 92.

His family said in a state-
ment that Pinsent died in his 
sleep Saturday.

“Gordon Pinsent was one 
of Canada’s most iconic ac-
tors,” Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said Sunday on 
Twitter. “He was passion-
ate, captivating and end-
lessly talented.”

Pinsent worked for de-
cades in radio, television and 
movies. In 2008, he received 
the Academy of Canadian 
Television and Cinema’s 
Genie Award for best actor 
in a leading role for “Away 
From Her.” He played a 
husband losing his wife not 
only to Alzheimer’s but also 
to another man.

Canadian filmmaker 
Sarah Polley directed “Away 
From Her,” starring Pinsent 
and Julie Christie, which 
premiered at film festivals 
in 2006 before its theatrical 
release in 2007.

Pinsent starred in “Away 
From Her” when he was 76. 
Polley said as she read the 
Alice Munro short story, 
“The Bear Came Over The 
Mountain,” she envisioned 
a film starring Pinsent.

Canadian 
actor Gordon 
Pinsent dies 
at age 92

TO PLACE AN OBITUARY
visit https://ads.fredericksburg.com/

fredericksburg-adportal/obits/index.html or
email to flsobits@freelancestar.com.

Obituaries can be published daily in Free
Lance Star and Sunday and Tuesday through
Friday in the Culpeper Star Exponent. We edit
obituaries to conform to newspaper style.

Our obituary office hours are Monday through
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Our deadline
is 3 p.m. for the next publication date. Our

offices are closed on Sundays.
To reach us by phone call

540-374-5410



Gene therapy
Treatment goes right 
to brain.   HEALTH, PAGE C1 

Suspense at Rouse Center
Competitors at the Commonwealth District 
swim meet give it their all.   SPORTS, PAGE B1 
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Then, the Sheriff’s Office
sent in Sgt. BarisDemirci and
hisK9, Titan, a blackGerman
shepherd whose zeal for po-
licework lives up tohis name.
Titanstartedbarkingat awall
and police realized the sus-
pect was behind the plaster.
Somehow he’d fallen through
a floor and ended up next to
the sumppump.
“If it wasn’t for Titan, they

would never have found the
guy,” said Deputy Bo Trus-
low, also a K9 officer. “The
guy was breathing through
a tube to the outside, hiding
behind a wall. What human
wouldhave foundhimthere?”
Demirci admits the case

was one of the finermoments

for the4-year-oldTitan.
“You’re like a proud dad

when you see him perform,”
said Demirci, a patrol deputy
who also directs the county’s
K9 teams and is the president
of the Virginia Police Canine
Association. “We put a lot of
work into these dogs, when
they finally get to do it anddo
itwell, it’s exciting.”
And that’s about as close

to gushing as Demirci gets.
An Army soldier for five
years and policeman for 12,
the 6-foot 4-inch officer is as
solid as awall a suspectmight
hide behind—and about as
chatty as one. Teammates
sarcastically describe him as
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After aman tried to abduct aStaffordCounty child earlier this year, nearly every
lawenforcementofficer in the county got involved, including apolice dog that’s gotten

considerable attention inhis 2½yearswith theStaffordSheriff’sOffice.
Investigators tracked the suspect tohis EmbreyMill home, called in aSWATteam, sent in adrone,

used crisis negotiators anddeployed chemicals, but got no response fromthe inside.

Stafford police release
the Titan on local crime

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Deputy Dominic Ferrell grimaces as Titan, handled by Sgt. Baris Demirci, digs his teeth into the bite suit in training.

Titan sprints toward a squad car that contains a ‘suspect’
during a training exercise in Stafford on Sept. 27.

K9 IS AREA’S TOPDOGFORNABBING SUSPECTS

SEE TITAN, A16

BYDAVERESS
RICHMONDTIMES–DISPATCH

Virginianswithdisabilitiesare
struggling to afford care at home
or in an assisted living facil-
ity because state financial assis-
tance doesn’t offer enough help
with current costs, according to
the Commonwealth Council on
Aging, a state government advi-
soryboard.
The council is asking the

General Assembly to pitch in to
increase these allowances.
It is also asking the legislature

to consider additional protec-
tions for adults who are under
guardianships or conservator-
ships, such as requiring periodic
court hearings to review these
cases, a recommendation of the

Council for
elderly calls
for more
funds, help

BYREBECCASANTANA
ANDMEGKINNARD
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

FORT MYERS, Fla .—With a
death toll nearing three dozen,
rescuers searched on Saturday
for survivors among the Florida
homes ruined by Hurricane Ian,
while authorities and stunned
residents in South Carolina be-
gan surveying their losses and
assessing the damage from the
powerful storm’s strike there.
Ian, one of the strongest hur-

ricanes ever to hit the U.S., ter-
rorized millions for most of the
week, battering western Cuba
beforerakingacrossFloridafrom
the Gulf ofMexico to the Atlan-
tic Ocean, and then mustering
a final assault on the Caroli-
nas. The storm then weakened
Saturday rolling into the mid-
Atlantic.
At least 35 people were con-

SEE AGING, A16

After Ian,
focus
turns to
recovery
HURRICANE DEATH TOLL
RISES AS RESCUERS CONTINUE
TO SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS

SEE STORM, A6
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Spotsylvania County updated 
its solid waste code this week, 
with the Board of Supervisors ap-
proving fee increases at the con-
venience centers and the landfill.

Along with the fee increases, 
the county also updated the code 
for the county’s decal program, 
which started in May 2021. A de-
cal is required to use any of the 12 
convenience centers. A decal or 
proof of county residence is re-
quired at the Livingston Landfill.

The decal program was insti-
tuted to stop people from bringing 
trash from outside Spotsylvania, 
where fees may be higher. County 
residents can use the convenience 
centers with no charge.

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star 

Fire engines, a ladder truck 
and ambulances from Freder-
icksburg to Fairfax County, along 
with about 50 of the people who 
operate them, gathered outside 
Stafford Hospital last week to 
support one of their own as he 
headed inside for cancer surgery.

Tyler Pennington, 30, is among 
a growing number of firefighters 
diagnosed with occupational 
cancer — the leading cause of 
death in the field, according to the 
International Association of Fire-
fighters union. Cancer has been 
responsible for three of every four 
line-of-duty deaths since 2019 
among union members alone, 
who make up only one-third of 
America’s career firefighters.

Pennington had no clue about 
the “awesome and emotional 

Firefighters aim to stamp 
out occupational cancers

TRISTAN LOREI PHOTOS, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

Tyler Pennington, right, greets fellow first responders who gathered at Stafford Hospital last week in a show of support before he underwent 
cancer surgery. Lake of the Woods resident Pennington, 30, is among a growing number of firefighters diagnosed with occupational cancer.

Spotsy 
raises 
landfill 
rates

ADRIAN SAINZ
Associated Press 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Mem-
phis police chief on Saturday dis-
banded the city’s so-called Scor-
pion unit, citing a “cloud of dis-
honor” from newly released video 
that showed some of its officers 
beating Tyre Nichols to death af-
ter stopping the Black motorist.

Police Director Cerelyn “CJ” 
Davis acted a day after the har-
rowing video emerged, saying 
she listened to Nichols’ relatives, 
community leaders and unin-
volved officers in making the de-
cision. Her announcement came 
as the nation and the city strug-
gled to come to grips with the vi-
olence of the officers, who are also 

Black. The video renewed doubts 
about why fatal encounters with 
law enforcement keep happening 
despite repeated calls for change.

Protestors marching though 
downtown Memphis cheered 
when they heard the unit had 
been dissolved. One protestor 
said over a bullhorn that “the unit 
that killed Tyre has been perma-
nently disbanded.”

Referring to “the heinous ac-
tions of a few” that dishonored 
the unit, Davis reversed an ear-
lier statement that she would 
keep the unit intact. She said it 
was imperative that the depart-
ment “take proactive steps in the 
healing process.”

“It is in the best interest of all 

to permanently deactivate the 
Scorpion unit,” she said in a state-
ment. She said the officers cur-
rently assigned to the unit agreed 
“unreservedly” with the step.

The unit comprises three teams 
of about 30 officers who target vi-
olent offenders in areas beset by 
high crime. It had been inactive 
since Nichols’ Jan. 7 arrest.

Scorpion stands for Street 
Crimes Operations to Restore 
Peace in our Neighborhoods.

In an interview Friday with The 
Associated Press, Davis said she 
would not shut down a unit if a 
few officers commit “some egre-
gious act” and because she needs 
that unit to continue to work.

“The whole idea that the Scor-

pion unit is a bad unit, I just have 
a problem with that,” Davis said.

She became the first Black fe-
male chief in Memphis one year 
after George Floyd was killed at 
the hands of Minneapolis police. 
At the time, she was the Durham, 
North Carolina, police chief and 
responded by calling for sweeping 
police reform.

Ben Crump and Antonio Ro-
manucci, lawyers for the Nich-
ols family, said the move was “a 
decent and just decision for all 
citizens of Memphis.”

“We must keep in mind that 
this is just the next step on 
this journey for justice and 

Memphis police disband unit over beating

Jurors find 
driver guilty 
in fatal crash

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star 

A Stafford man who was in-
toxicated when he drove into a 
pedestrian and killed him in 2021 
was convicted of aggravated in-
voluntary manslaughter late Fri-
day afternoon.

Jason T. Payne, 
44, was found 
guilty at the end 
of a trial that 
lasted three days 
in Stafford Cir-
cuit Court. A 
jury deliberated 
all day Friday and 
several hours Thursday before 
reaching a decision.

Payne struck and killed 
24-year-old Mohamed Hus-
sein on Oct. 24, 2021, as the 
autistic man was in a crosswalk 
that afternoon on River Road 

Diagnoses among 
area crew members 
reflect alarming trend

With wife 
Mary–Ellen 
at his side, 
Pennington 
reacts 
after 
seeing the 
crowd of 
colleagues 
and 
strangers 
alike who 
gathered 
to support 
him. 

Trash haulers to pay 
more; Stafford also 
mulling fee increase

Man struck, killed 
24-year-old in 2021

Payne

Please see DUMP, Page A16
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   INSIDE: Love funnies? Subscribers can 
find more comics, puzzles and columns 
at fredericksburg.com /go-comics. 
 

Please see MEMPHIS, Page A7

February 3-5

Get a jump start on your Spring remodeling,
decorating, and landscaping here at the FXBG Spring
Home Show!

Scan QR code to
purchase tickets!



A16 | Sunday, January 29, 2023 The Free Lance-STar

in southern Stafford near Pratt 
Park. Hussein and his family were 
out for a walk that day, something 
they frequently did together.

Payne will face a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in prison when 
he is sentenced April 21 by Judge 
Bruce Strickland.

The evidence presented by pros-
ecutor George Elsasser showed 
that Hussein and his younger 
brother with a similar name, Mo-
hamud Hussein, were together in 
the crosswalk when Payne’s truck 
plowed into the victim, knocking 
him into a ditch. The brothers had 
walked ahead of their parents.

Deputy Steven Jett happened 
to be in the area when he noticed 
another motorist pointing to-

ward the accident scene. Jett said 
Payne admitted striking Hussein, 
but initially denied having any 
alcohol. He later admitted having 
two beers and two other alcoholic 
drinks, but said those were con-
sumed more than six hours earlier.

It was later determined that 
Payne’s blood-alcohol content 
was .25, more than three times 
the legal limit.

Defense attorneys Lauren 

Whitley and Mitchell Jacobs 
contested the reliability of the 
blood-alcohol testing, pointing 
out that one of the two vials sent 
for state testing had been bro-
ken and the other was covered in 
blood. They also put on an expert 
witness who disputed the prose-
cution’s version of the incident.

But Elsasser put on witnesses of 
his own in an effort to prove that 
the testing was reliable.

Payne has another trial sched-
uled next week on a DUI (third of-
fense) charge stemming from the 
same incident. That charge was 
severed from the manslaughter 
case after a judge ruled that evi-
dence of Payne’s drinking history 
would be too prejudicial in this 
week’s case.

Payne was on bond from a prior 
DUI charge when the fatal crash 
took place.

Crash
From A1

During Tuesday’s meeting, As-
sistant County Administrator Ben 
Loveday told supervisors there 
have been issues enforcing the 
decal program. 

The update aims to make the 
code clear, such as adding sign 
compliance to the ordinance, to 
make it easier to enforce the rule. 
County Attorney Karl Holsten 
said any county ordinance viola-
tion has a maximum charge of a 
Class 1 misdemeanor. The decal 
code update makes the violation 
a graduated offense. That means 
violations would start at the low-
est level, a Class 4 misdemeanor, 
which carries maximum $500 fine.

Some supervisors questioned 
the criminal penalty related to 
the decals.

Supervisor Tim McLaughlin is 
uncomfortable with enforcing the 
decal requirement and suggested 
the board take up the matter in 
the future to see if there are any 
issues.

Supervisor Chris Yakabouski, 
who criticized the decal program 

when it was implemented, said he 
didn’t like a criminal offense being 
linked to the program and won-
dered if the decals are even needed.

County Administrator Ed 
Petrovitch said there have been 
cases in which people without de-
cals have ignored staff who tried 
to stop them from using the sites. 
He said the updated code gives the 
county “teeth.”

Assistant County Attorney Jes-
sica DesNoyer echoed Petrovitch 
on enforcement, saying there have 
been cases of abuse, including one 
instance in which a person threw 
a microwave at a county worker. 
She added that there have been 
“instances of people advertising 
decals for sale and selling decals. 
And that’s criminalized as well in 
the changes.”

Holsten said the decal code “is 
about enforcement,” which he ex-
pects would be “a rarity.”

The decal program appears to 
have succeeded at a few conve-
nience center sites.

There was a big drop in total 
waste dumped at the Chancellor 
convenience center, the largest 
and busiest of the county’s 12 con-
venience sites. A chart showed the 

annual waste tonnage at Chancel-
lor dropped from a high of more 
than 30,000 in 2020 to less than 
24,000 last year. In 2021, the con-
venience site collected more than 
26,000 tons of waste.

The Livingston landfill’s total 
waste collected has increased 
since 2018, when municipal 
waste totaled slightly more than 
120,000 tons, according to a staff 
presentation at the meeting. The 
total refuse collected dipped in 
2019 and 2020, to about 104,000 
tons. Then it jumped back up 
about 125,000 tons the past two 
years. Commercial waste also in-
creased during the same period, 
with last year totaling about 
25,000 tons.

Along with the decal update, 
county staff proposed raising 
tipping fees for trash haulers that 
dump waste at county sites.

Loveday said the county noti-
fied private haulers of the tipping 
rate increases. He said one com-
pany, GFL, responded, saying 
“they were in support of the rates 
as presented.”

The fees will primarily affect 
commercial disposal companies, 
as they handle heavy loads of 

trash.
McLaughlin asked if the in-

creased fees will impact residents 
who use waste disposal services.

Loveday said the county “has 
the absolute lowest tipping fees 
in the region. We would expect 
there would be no major impact in 
the private sector to the curbside 
pickup. But, once again, that’s 
private sector. I don’t control what 
prices they charge.”

Spotsylvania’s new rates are 
expected to go into effect April 1.

The tipping fee changes are as 
follows:

 � Municipal waste (household 
garbage) increased from $19 per 
ton to $32.

 � Construction and demolition 
debris, $50 per ton, up from $41.

 � Commercial brush: $41 per 
ton, up from no charge.

The board also approved in-
creases for tires unloaded at the 
county sites.

 � Commercial vehicles: $5 per 
tire, up from $2.

 � Commercial trucks: $15, up 
from $10.

 � Commercial heavy equip-
ment: $20, up from $15.

 � Private passenger cars: Re-

mains free, but with a limit of six 
tires daily.

 � Private passenger trucks: $15, 
up from $10.

 � Private heavy equipment: 
$20, up from $15.

According to a staff report, the 
increased tipping fees could re-
sult in $1 million in new revenue 
for the county.

Stafford County could also raise 
tipping fees for a select few haul-
ers.

The increase would impact 
three commercial haulers, which 
have for years enjoyed a dis-
counted rate for waste collected 
and dumped at the county landfill. 
The agreement, which kept those 
haulers from dumping local refuse 
outside the county, was rendered 
moot by regulations enacted in 
2015, requiring such haulers to 
collect and dump waste in the 
same jurisdiction.

The Rappahannock Regional 
Solid Waste Management Board 
will hold a public hearing Feb. 15, 
at the county’s government cen-
ter.

Scott Shenk: 540/374-5436 
sshenk@freelancestar.com

Dump
From A1

surprise” in store for him in the 
hospital parking lot the day of his 
procedure. Diagnosed with can-
cer a few days before Christmas, 
he had tried to keep his emotions 
in check for the sake of his family.

He and his wife, Mary–Ellen, 
have four children, ages 4 to 11, 
and live in Lake of the Woods. He 
works for the Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue Department.

His emotional barrier went 
up in smoke at the hospital rally, 
when he saw past and present 
co-workers along with firefighters 
and medics he didn’t even know.

“I broke down,” Pennington 
said. “It was a really good feeling 
to see everyone.”

More toxins 
Firefighters point to several rea-

sons for higher cancer rates, in-
cluding the very turnout gear that 
repels water and oil and protects 
them from heat and smoke inha-
lation. A study released in August 
shows that the protective equip-
ment contains per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, 
substances known as “forever 
chemicals” that have been linked 
to cancers and other diseases.

Then, there are the toxins emit-
ted when synthetic materials and 
plastics burn, said Steve Weiss-
man, a Spotsylvania County res-
ident who directs the Virginia 
chapter of the Firefighter Cancer 
Support Network.

“Back in the day, buildings 
(and furniture) were constructed 
of legacy construction, wood, 
cotton, wools, and so forth. Now 
we’re seeing a lot of plastics and 
synthetics and when they burn, 
they give off toxins like we’ve 
never seen before,” he said. “Re-
ally, our society’s made of plas-
tics.”

Weissman developed prostate 
cancer before he retired from the 
fire service in 2016, was treated 
successfully and remains can-
cer-free. Along with Ryan McGill, 
the local union’s cancer reduc-
tion chairman, he’s trying to get 
the word out to firefighters about 
ways to extinguish some of the 
risks they face.

The two also have lobbied the 
General Assembly to expand 
Workman’s Compensation In-
surance to cover more types of 
cancer.

“That’s to protect our members 
and their families,” McGill said, 
“but we want to stop firefighters 
from even getting cancer in the 
first place.”

Higher risks 
Compared to the general pop-

ulation, firefighters face a 9% 
higher risk of developing cancer 
and a 14% higher risk of dying 
from it, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and National 
Institute for Occupational Health 
and Safety. Those risks are spelled 
out on the Firefighter Cancer Sup-
port Network website.

A newer study released last year 
by the Center for Fire, Rescue & 
EMS Health Research in New 
York raised yet another alarm. 
Researchers studied medical re-
cords of more than 100,000 Flor-
ida firefighters over 34 years and 
found they have a 22% higher risk 
of developing thyroid cancer.

Weissman estimates about 10 
firefighters in Virginia who’ve 
developed thyroid cancer have 
contacted him in the last year. 
Three are from the Fredericks-
burg area, including Pennington 
and Elsa McCorkle, a 28-year-old 
firefighter/medic with Spotsylva-
nia County.

While she was caught off guard 
by the diagnosis, she wasn’t to-
tally shocked.

Cancer is “definitely a possibil-
ity, given everything we come in 
contact with,” she said.

The mentality around the fire-
house, from what she’s seen, tends 
to be not if, but “what kind of can-
cer are you going to have in your 
lifetime and are we gonna catch 
it early enough?” McCorkle said.

Pennington, on the other hand, 
didn’t anticipate the c-word at all. 
He’s been in the fire service since 
he was 16, running with the same 
company in Delaware as his father. 
In Virginia, he worked with the 
Fredericksburg Fire Department, 
then joined Fairfax County 2½ 
years ago.

During a routine physical in 
late 2021, a doctor discovered two 
growths on his thyroid and said to 

keep an eye on them. A few months 
ago, he was eating dinner at the 
firehouse and felt pressure on his 
throat when he turned his head.

Then he choked on his food, and 
fellow firefighters jokingly asked if 
he needed saving.

Pennington, who’s usually 
reluctant to visit a doctor, got 
checked out. One growth had 
doubled in size and plans were 
made to remove the entire gland.

He’ll take medicine for the rest 
of his life to produce the hormones 
the thyroid normally would, to 
control his metabolism and body 
temperature.

McCorkle’s cancer was on only 
one side of the thyroid, which is 
shaped like a butterfly. She had 
that lobe removed in mid-Decem-
ber and hopes pending tests show 
the remaining portion will provide 
what her body needs.

Both Pennington and McCorkle 
said the diagnosis doesn’t change 
how they feel about being fire-
fighters.

“I love this job, 100%,” he said. 
“If I’m going do anything in this 
world, it’s gonna be a fireman.”

He acknowledged he’s going to 
check more things off his bucket 
list because this “goes to show 
you never know.” McCorkle plans 
to focus on staying healthy.

“Honestly, the big thing I do 
personally is watch my diet and 
make sure I’m trying to get enough 
sleep and exercise because (those) 
are huge impactors to overall 
health and cancer recovery,” she 

said. “Control the things you can.”

More prevention 
In recent years, departments 

have added decontamination 
units that accompany fire appara-
tus to the scene, and in these units, 
firefighters are basically hosed off 
when they’re done, while still 
wearing their turnout gear.

That on-scene decontamination 
with soap and water can remove up 
to 85% of toxins, Weissman said. 
Getting the gear cleaned, either by 
a professional company or in an in-
house washing machine called an 
extractor, can take away up to 99% 
of possible cancer-causing chem-
icals, he said.

But as with most things, pre-
vention costs money. Firefighters 
would need two sets of turnout 
gear in order to get each set cleaned 
after exposure. One set costs about 
$4,000, Weissman said. The ex-
tractors are about $9,000 each.

He estimates that less than half 
of fire departments statewide pro-
vide two sets of gear. 

“Most metropolitan areas com-
ply with that,” Weissman said. 
“The issue is a lot of rural volunteer 
organizations can’t afford it.”

Then, there’s the firehouse cul-
ture itself, “rooted in hundreds 
of years of tradition and the way 
we’ve always done things,” McGill 
said. “Now we have to change the 
culture of an industry that’s been 
around forever.”

Changes include making sure 
turnout gear is stored in ventilated 

areas, not where firefighters live, 
eat and sleep, because what toxins 
remain maybe be “off-gassing” or 
sending out toxins, the firefighters 
said.

There are educational cam-
paigns about occupational cancer 
as well as information about help 
provided to firefighters who’ve 
been diagnosed with one type of 
disease. That ranges from what to 
ask physicians to how they can get 
their wills, medical directives and 
general house in order, Weissman 
said.

There’s also a campaign to 
have manufacturers develop gear 
that doesn’t contain carcinogens. 
While firefighters’ breathing masks 
protect airways, there are other ar-
eas of gear that allow chemicals to 
get through and “they’re dermally 
absorbed through our skin and 
that’s the primary route of expo-
sure,” McGill said.

Some localities offer diagnostic 
screening for firefighters as Spot-
sylvania’s union recently did. Mc-
Corkle’s cancer already had been 
diagnosed but she appreciates the 
potentially lifesaving value of such 
scans.

“Let’s make sure we’re on top of 
catching it, as early as possible,” 
she said. “That’s probably one of 
the biggest impactors on survival. 
Catch it early and it doesn’t impact 
their quality of life and ability to 
return to work. That is a huge help.”

Cathy dyson: 540/374-5425 
cdyson@freelancestar.com
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The family of Tyler Pennington (far right) at his Fairfax fire house. Shown 
with him are anthony, Olivia, wife Mary–Ellen, Jaxon and alex.

Elsa McCorkle, 28, is a firefighter and medic in Spotsylvania County. Last 
month, she had half her thyroid gland removed because of cancer. 

PENDING 
LEGISLATION
Professional firefighters in Virginia 
are lobbying the General assembly 
to include more types of cancer 
coverage under Workmen’s Com-
pensation Insurance.

Currently, 10 types of cancer 
are covered under presumptive 
law for firefighters which means 
Workmen’s Comp will cover their 
time off, medical bills and travel 
expenses to treatment — if they 

meet requirements and their cases 
are approved. That’s a lengthy 
process which can take more than 
a year, said ryan McGill, a King 
George County resident and Fair-
fax County firefighter.

He’s also a union representative 
of the International association 
of Firefighters and has visited 
richmond this month to bring 
attention to the risks firefighters 
face. He’s asked local represen-
tatives to support a bill proposed 
by del. Emily Brewer, r–Western 
Tidewater, that would add thyroid 

and bladder cancer to the types of 
occupational cancers covered by 
Workmen’s Comp.

“Firefighters across the Common-
wealth put themselves at risk daily 
for potential toxic exposures in 
the name of safety,” Brewer said. 
“These exposures are tied to ex-
ponentially higher incidence rates 
of specific cancers. This is why … 
the addition of these cancers is so 
vital to be added to the presump-
tion law.”

On Friday, the measure, HB 1408, 

was approved by a House appro-
priations committee. If passed by 
the General assembly, firefighters 
diagnosed with thyroid or bladder 
cancer after July 1, 2023, would 
be eligible for Workmen’s Comp 
coverage. 

Occupational cancers already cov-
ered for Virginia firefighters, both 
career and volunteer, include leu-
kemia, pancreatic, prostate, rectal, 
throat, ovarian, breast, colon, 
brain and testicular.

—Cathy Dyson
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