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Charlottesville’s monument of Confed-
erate Gen. Robert E. Lee is no more.

“We come together this afternoon as a 
community to announce defi nitively that 
racists symbols don’t belong in our parks 
or in our city,” Andrea Douglas, executive 
director of the Je� erson School African 
American Heritage Center, the statue’s 
owner, told a crowd of some 30 people on 
Thursday afternoon outside of the Char-
lottesville courthouse. 

She spoke of the deadly 2017 Unite the 
Right rally-turned-riot, the city’s long 
racist past and the Black community mem-
bers, past and present, who fought back.

“We honor their belief that Charlottes-
ville could become a place where demo-
cratic ideals and imaginings would fl our-
ish. I’m proud to announce today we have 
fulfi lled our promise to the city and to our 
supporters to melt Charlottesville’s statue 
of Robert E. Lee,” she said.

Since it acquired the bronze equestrian 
statue in 2021, the Je� erson School’s 

ÉZÉ AMOS 

 A foundry worker uses a plasma torch to cut the head of Charlottesville’s bronze monument of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee in preparation for melting the statue on Oct. 21, 2023.

LEE DEFEATED (AGAIN)
A FIERY END

Iconic and infamous monument to Confederacy melted

HAWES SPENCER
The Daily Progress 

A Gordonsville man with a lengthy re-
cord remains jailed without bail since his 
late September arrest after an automobile 
pursuit that ended when the tires came o�  
his car. 

Adam Ryan Martin, 38, was arrested on 
Sept. 29 and charged with two o� enses in 
Albemarle County, obstructing justice and 
assaulting an o�  cer, in addition to three 
drug o� enses and one eluding charge from 

Augusta County, where the 
chase began.

“It started in Augusta 
and ended in Albemarle,” 
Lt. Leslie Schneider of the 
Augusta County Sher-
i� ’s O�  ce told The Daily 
Progress. “They put out 
the spike strips, and his 
tires defl ated, and he just 
kept driving on the rims.”

Martin’s latest trouble began in the early 
morning hours of Sept. 29 on the Shenan-
doah Valley side of Afton Mountain. An 
Augusta County sheri� ’s deputy on rou-
tine patrol around U.S. 250 reportedly 
spotted a black Infi niti that had been the 
subject of multiple pursuits by several law 

enforcement agencies including Virginia 
State Police, according to the Augusta 
County Sheri� ’s O�  ce.

A check of the license plates found that 
the registration belonged to another vehi-
cle, and shortly after 3:30 a.m. the deputy 
began a pursuit, according to the sheri� ’s 
narrative.

As the chase moved to Interstate 64 
heading east into Albemarle County, Al-
bemarle police then pitched in by deploy-
ing spike strips, according to the narrative.

“The suspect vehicle continued to drive 
on Dudley Mountain Road in Albemarle 
County at reduced speeds, and losing sev-
eral tires,” according to the sheri� ’s o�  ce.

Eventually, the narrative continued, the 
driver lost control and crashed down an 

embankment at the intersection of Dud-
ley Mountain Road and Red Hill Road and 
fl ed on foot.

“Once the deputy got within an arm 
reach of the male suspect, the male sus-
pect turned on the deputy in a fi ghting 
stance,” according to the narrative. “There 
was a physical altercation between Martin 
and an Augusta County Sheri� ’s Deputy 
while taking him into custody.”

That was Deputy M. Stutes who was try-
ing to put handcu� s on Martin, according 
the Albemarle County General District 
Court fi le.

“Martin had resisted by fl ight and had 
pushed me down into water and continued 

Police: ‘He just kept driving on the rims’
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Andrea Douglas, executive director of the Je� erson School African American Heritage 
Center, speaks at a press conference outside the Charlottesville courthouse where the 
cultural center announced that the statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee it acquired from 
the city has been melted on Thursday, Oct. 26, 2023.

COURT

A tire-less, cross-county
chase lands Gordonsville
man in even more trouble

Martin

Please see STATUE, Page A2

Please see PURSUIT, Page A2
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until he was escorted to ground,” 
Stutes wrote on the arrest war-
rant.

The intersection where the 
Inifiniti crashed terminates at the 
north fork of the Hardware River, 

but whether the fracas ended up 
in that waterway was left unsaid 
in the documents.

Left behind in the Infiniti was 
a female passenger who was de-
tained, according to the sheriff’s 
narrative.

In deciding against bail, an Al-
bemarle County magistrate sim-
ply wrote “extensive” in the space 

usually reserved for a recitation 
of the person’s prior record.

Martin’s legal problems appear 
to have started in 2005, when as 
a 21-year-old, he was arrested 
for burglary and grand larceny in 
Fluvanna County. He was con-
victed of both charges and has 
spent the subsequent 18 years 
in and out of jails after a spate 

of other offenses that include 
unlawful wounding and receiv-
ing stolen property as well as six 
probation violations. At the time 
of his most recent arrest, he was 
sought on a fentanyl possession 
charge in Fluvanna County.

The court file indicates that he 
has hired veteran defense attor-
ney Mike Hallahan to represent 

him in Albemarle County court. 
In Augusta County, he will be 
represented by the Office of the 
Public Defender. His next Albe-
marle hearing is slated for Nov. 
16.

Hawes Spencer (434) 960-9343 
hspencer@dailyprogress.com 
@HawesSpencer on Twitter

Pursuit
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The dangerous algae bloom that 
has plagued branches of Lake Anna 
since at least August has started to 
dissipate, but not enough for the 
state to lift its swimming advi-
sory for all branches of the body 
of water.

“Effective immediately, the 
Virginia Department of Health 
(VDH) is lifting the harmful al-
gae bloom (HAB) advisory for 
the Middle North Anna Branch of 

Lake Anna in Louisa County,” the 
agency announced in a statement. 
“However, the HAB advisory for 
the Upper North Anna and Up-
per Pamunkey branches remains 
in effect.”

It’s the sixth consecutive year 
that algae bloom made the wa-
ters at Lake Anna dangerous for 
swimmers.

Also known as cyanobacteria, 
algae bloom can cause “skin rash 
and gastrointestinal illnesses, 
such as upset stomach, nausea, 
vomiting and diarrhea,” accord-
ing to the state.

It also can produce a strong 
odor. Residents at Lake Anna lik-
ened the stench to that of “a gi-
gantic cow pie.”

The algae bloom in the Mid-

dle North Anna Branch has been 
recorded since at least this past 
August.

“Results of samples collected 
September 19 and October 10 
indicated potentially toxic cya-
nobacteria were acceptable lev-
els allowing the advisory to be 
lifted,” the Department of Health 
said in its recent announcement. 
“All samples indicated acceptable 
levels of cyanobacteria with toxin 
results below advisory levels.”

The Upper North and Upper 
Pamunkey branches have also 
been under an advisory since Au-
gust, but those advisories remain 
in effect, the agency said.

“VDH needs two acceptable 
samples collected at least 10 days 
apart.”

While samples collected on Oct. 
10 from the two branches were at 
acceptable levels, samples col-
lected on Sept. 19 were not.

Swimmers are advised to take 
responsibility for their own health 
and safety in these branches going 
forward, as no additional sam-
ples will be collected by the state 
agency and sampling will not 
resume until May of next year — 
weather permitting.

“This is the final status update 
for the 2023 recreational season,” 
the Department of Health said. 
“The recreational HAB response 
season is set to end on Novem-
ber 1, therefore, there will be no 
additional HAB response sam-
ples conducted this season. Fall 
and winter lake recreators should 

observe caution as blooms may 
appear as temperatures fluctu-
ate as we go into the cold weather 
months.”

The public is urged to be aware 
of and avoid any discolored water 
or scums in the inundated waters 
of the North Anna Branch down 
to the Route 522 bridge and from 
the upper inundated waters of the 
Pamunkey Branch to Runnymede 
Park.

“When in doubt, stay out,” the 
agency reminds swimmers.

Avoid swimming, fishing or let-
ting your children or pets play in 
bodies of water that:

Smell bad.
Look discolored.
Have foam, scum or algal mats 

on the surface.

HEALTH & SAFETY

Algae bloom dissipates, swimming advisory lifted in parts of Lake Anna
Swimmers advised to 
take precautions after 
state says it won’t be 
testing again until ‘24

Swords Into Plowshares project 
has been driven by a plan to melt 
down the statue and transform the 
remains into a work of public art.

Step one is complete. Now, the 
work begins to commission an artist 
and ideally bring an art installation 
to Charlottesville by 2027, 10 years 
after Unite the Right shook the city 
and the nation.

“It’s been a long time coming for 
our community,” Olivia Gabbay, 
who attended Thursday’s press 
conference, told The Daily Progress. 
“To be around something that’s 
caused so much sorrow and sadness 
and conflict in the community and 
to see the possibility of change, it 
feels good.”

The Lee statue attracted national 
attention when White supremacists 
mobbed the city in 2017 to protest 
its planned removal from what was 
then called Lee Park, now Market 
Street Park. In addition to their tiki 
torches, the racists brought hate, 
mayhem and violence; one avowed 
racist drove his car through a crowd, 
killing anti-racist counterprotester 
Heather Heyer and injuring 35 oth-
ers. Heyer’s killer, James Fields, is 
serving a life sentence in a federal 
prison in Springfield, Missouri.

Douglas made clear that it has 
been a long road to melting Lee.

“In 2012, when Kristin Szakos 
dared to suggest that Confederate 
monuments and monuments to 
White exceptionalism do not be-
long in our public spaces,” she said 
from the podium, referring to the 
former city councilor who long ral-
lied to have the statue taken down.

Four years later, Charlottesville 
resident Zyahna Bryant, then a 
teenager, created a petition to re-
move the statue and rename the 
park, garnering 700 signatures 
and thus bringing the issue to City 
Council. Council voted to remove 
the monument in 2017, a decision 

that Jalane Schmidt of the Memory 
Project at University of Virginia’s 
Karsh Institute of Democracy and 
the Swords Into Plowshares steer-
ing committee, said should not have 
been controversial.

“Robert E. Lee himself had in-
sisted that there should be no 
Confederate monuments. The 
great abolitionist Frederick Doug-
lass agreed, predicting that ‘mon-
uments to the Lost Cause will prove 
monuments of folly,’” Schmidt told 
the crowd gathered at Thursday’s 
press conference. To her left sat a 
bronze ingot that was melted down 
from the bronze Lee’s sword.

This and other Confederate 
monuments were “propaganda”, 
she said, “tricking generations of 
Americans into adopting a Lost 
Cause misinterpretation of the 
Civil War.”

Some, Schmidt added, argue they 

should be preserved and used as 
teaching tools. That was the plan for 
the Louisa-based Trevilian Station 
Battlefield Foundation and Taze-
well-based Ratcliffe Foundation, 
which tried and failed to prevent 
the Jefferson School from securing 
the statue earlier this year, arguing 
the city did not follow the correct 
procedures when gifting the statue 
to the cultural center. Ultimately, a 
judge ruled that the Ratcliffe Foun-
dation did not legally exist due to 
improperly filed paperwork and the 
Trevilian Station Battlefield Foun-
dation lacked standing.

“In a multiracial democracy, we 
should not maintain the artistic 
equivalent of a ‘Whites only’ sign 
in our public parks in the name of 
teaching history,” Schmidt said 
Thursday. “The fact that the statues 
stood for a century in our central 
parks is a testament to their per-

verse success as propaganda.”
By converting the propaganda 

into a public art piece, the Jeffer-
son School and Swords Into Plow-
shares said they hope to begin to 
heal a community where so many 
of its residents were once enslaved 
and which still bears the scars of 
slavery and Aug. 12, 2017, known 
locally as A12.

But the process will take some 
time. Douglas said the next step will 
be to form a jury and solicit art pro-
posals, with the goal of naming an 
artist by 2024. Donations will also 
be collected to help fund the new art 
installation, and a fundraising goal 
of $4 million has been set, a num-
ber Swords Into Plowshares said it 
based off of public artwork projects 
in other parts of the country.

The jury is meant to allow the 
community to participate in the 
process, Douglas said. She said 

they will try to include people who 
specialize in sculpture, history and 
“members of our community who 
understand our narrative deeply.” 
The jury will help to ultimately 
choose the artist who will then 
create a proposal.

“We’ll bring those proposals to 
the community. They’ll do some 
community engagement and then 
ultimately out of that process, 
they’ll boil it down to one organi-
zation or artist,” Douglas said.

Where in the city the piece will 
be placed, and if it will even be in 
the city at all, is still not known. 
Because the city owns the statue’s 
former home at Market Street Park, 
it will have to give final approval on 
any proposed location within that 
jurisdiction.

“We have begun conversations 
with the city and they are open to 
this process, and so we will con-
tinue to engage with them as we 
move forward,” Douglas said.

Three large photos of the statue 
being melted at an undisclosed 
foundry were placed next to the 
bronze ingot at Thursday’s press 
conference. Douglas would not say 
what foundry ultimately melted Lee 
down. A Freedom of Information 
Act request submitted by The Daily 
Progress earlier this year discov-
ered the statue was being stored at 
a foundry in Nashville, Tennessee. 
When that foundry was contacted, 
workers denied it was there.

Before Schmidt finished speak-
ing Thursday, she told the crowd the 
next phase of the journey would be 
to convert something negative into 
something beautiful. And she cited 
a line from the prophet Isaiah, from 
which Swords Into Plowshares de-
rives its name.

“They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks,” Schmidt said. 
“And they shall study war no more.”

Jason Armesto (717) 599-8470 
jarmesto@dailyprogress.com 
@rmest0 on Twitter

Statue
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Foundry workers adjust pieces of Charlottesville’s bronze monument of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee atop a 
furnace to heat them in preparation for melting the statue on Oct. 21, 2023. 


