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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7
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• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Two separate four-day shut-
downs of the James River 
Bridge this fall and winter 
will be more than an inconve-
nience to Max Errico.

He’s the owner of Carroll-
ton’s Napoli É Italian restau-
rant on Route 17, and expects 
– in his words – to “lose a lot 
of money” while the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 

replaces the drawbridge’s lift 
cables.

According to VDOT engi-
neer Shannon Ternes, there 
are 80 2-inch-thick wire cables, 
40 on each drawbridge tower, 
that are original to the 41-year-
old bridge. They’ve been rated 
to be in “severe” condition 
since 2012.

“It’s still safe to operate the 
bridge, but they are coming up 
on their service life,” Ternes 
told Isle of Wight County su-

pervisors on April 6.
A failure in even one of the 

cables, he said, could lead to an 
even longer shutdown of the 
bridge while VDOT undergoes 
a lengthy procurement process 
to get a replacement cable in 
place.

To head off the likelihood of 
a cable failing, VDOT plans to 
replace all 80 over the course 
of two four-day shutdowns, 
one for each tower. The first 
will occur sometime on or after 

Nov. 15.
Each closure would begin at 

1 a.m. Friday and last through 
5 p.m. the following Tuesday, 
during which time all four 
lanes of the bridge will be 
impassable.

VDOT hasn’t narrowed 
down exactly when each clo-
sure will occur, stating only 
that the two shutdowns will 
occur sometime between the 
November date and Feb. 15. 

JRB shutdown

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

An Isle of Wight County teach-
er and her family are contestants 
this week on the television game 

show “Family Feud.”
The show, hosted by comedian 

Steve Harvey, features two fam-
ilies who compete to guess the 
most popular answers to survey 
questions. Those who correctly 

name one of the top answers af-
ter several rounds of questions 
can accrue enough points to win 
cash prizes.

Past questions put to contes-

Hardy Elementary teacher 
appears on ‘Family Feud’

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s admin-
istration is withholding records 
that could shed light on whether 
and how his office intervened in 
the method of selecting a Repub-
lican candidate to run for the 
state’s newly created 17th Senate 
District.

Four weeks ago, a Richmond 
judge ordered the state to hold a 
June 20 primary election to de-
cide whether Del. Emily Brewer, 
R-Isle of Wight, or Hermie Sadler 
of Emporia wins the nomination 
– finding in favor of an ousted 
GOP official’s lawsuit that con-
tended Youngkin and Virginia 
Attorney General Jason Miyares, 
through their representatives, 
had unlawfully “strong-armed” 

the State Board of Elections into 
changing the race from a primary 
to a convention.

Five days prior to Judge Claire 
Cardwell’s March 29 ruling, The 
Smithfield Times filed a Freedom 
of Information Act request for 
correspondence between Youn-
gkin’s office and the Virginia 
Department of Elections or state 
Republican Party concerning the 
contested race. Youngkin’s office 
on April 11 stated the requested 
records were “being entirely 
withheld” as “working papers” 
and “attorney/client privilege.”

The response did, however, 
acknowledge the existence of 
the requested correspondence, 
stating the volume of records 
withheld is “approximately six 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A former Isle of Wight County 
School Board member is suing a 
prosecutor and sheriff’s deputy 
for “malicious abuse of process” 
connected with two unsuccessful 
attempts last year to recall him 
from office.

More than 200 Windsor-area 
residents signed two separate 
recall petitions in 2022 – one 
in March and another in April 
– each accusing former board 
member Michael Vines of hav-
ing made “wildly inappropri-
ate” remarks at meetings and 
of “malfeasance” for allegedly 
failing to properly fill out the 

statement of economic interests 
board members must file.

Circuit Court Judge Carl Ea-
son, while characterizing some 
of Vines’ remarks as having 
“bordered on rude,” dismissed 
the first petition on March 
29 and the second on June 22. 
Despite having survived both 
recalls, Vines ultimately lost 
the Nov. 8 election to challenger 
Jason Maresh.

Vines’ attorney, Steven Oser, 
contended in court filings last 
year that prosecutor Lily Wild-
er had turned the recall, which 
would ordinarily be handled as 
a civil court proceeding, into 
a “quasi-criminal” matter by 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s pop-
ulation has increased 4% over 
the past two years, making it the 
seventh fastest-growing county 
in Virginia, according to census 
data.

Meanwhile, sparsely populated 
Surry County has continued its 
decades-long population decline, 
dropping another 0.5% over the 
same two years.

The 2020 Census listed Isle 
of Wight’s population at 38,606. 
The U.S. Census Bureau recently 
released estimates for 2022, which 
list the county’s population at 
40,151.

Isle of Wight’s population grew 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County su-
pervisors voted 3-2 on April 
20 to increase their own pay, 
effective in 2024.

Supervisor Dick Grice had 
proposed in February to in-
crease supervisor salaries 
8.9% to $12,800. Supervisors 

William McCarty, Don Rosie 
and Grice each supported the 
raise, while supervisors Joel 
Acree and Rudolph Jefferson 
voted against it.

A 1998 state law set a maxi-
mum $7,000 salary for supervi-
sors of counties with 25,000 to 
49,999 residents, but allowed 
raises of up to 5% annually 
for inflation.

Isle of Wight, which had 
an estimated population of 
just over 40,000 according 
to 2022 census data, adopted 
an ordinance in 2008 raising 
the minimum salary 5% to 
$11,402.26.

County Attorney Bobby 
Jones, in February, said the 

Governor withholds
emails from GOP flap

Ex-School Board 
member files suit

IW among 
fastest-

growing 
counties

IW supervisors vote themselves 
raises, effective in 2024

• See RECORDS, p. 5
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From left are Pollard family members Monique, Mark, Shelley, Jacobi and Jordan, who will 
be on Family Feud through April 28. Monique Claude-Pollard is a Hardy Elementary School 
teacher. (Submitted photo)

New cabling to cause two 4-day closures

Two separate four-
day shutdowns 
o f  t h e  J a m e s 
River Bridge are 
scheduled this fall 
and winter.
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Bridge

using a search warrant to 
obtain Vines’ economic 
interests statement.

The court had named 
t h e  S u f f o l k  C o m m o n -
wealth’s Attorney’s Office 
as a special prosecutor for 
the March petition after 
Isle of Wight Common-
wealth’s Attorney Geor-
gette Phillips recused her 
office, citing an unspec-
ified conflict of interest. 
The Suffolk office then 
tasked Wilder, an assistant 
commonwealth’s attorney, 
with arguing in favor of 
the recall.

A day before Eason’s 
March 29 ruling, Wild-
er had emailed Isle of 
Wight County Schools 
spokeswoman Lynn Briggs 
seeking Vines’ economic 
interests statement for 
what Wilder described as 
a “criminal investigation 
for felony forgery of a pub-
lic record.” When Briggs 
replied that state law ex-
plicitly requires school 
divisions to redact a board 
member’s signature and 
home address when re-
leasing copies of the doc-
ument, Wilder wrote she 
was “running against the 
clock” and proposed is-
suing a search warrant 
to obtain the unreacted 
version.

That warrant wasn’t 
served until March 30 – 
one day after Eason’s dis-
missal, and at least 16 
days before Wilder was 
reappointed to prosecute 
the April 15 petition. Ac-
cording to Vines’ lawsuit, 
two plainclothes deputies 
operating under the di-
rection of Isle of Wight 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Sgt. Kristopher Cough-
lin entered Isle of Wight 
County Schools’ central 
office on March 30, ap-
proximately five minutes 

before its scheduled 4:30 
p.m. closing, and instruct-
ed employees to remain in 
place while they searched 
for Vines’ economic inter-
ests form.

The warrant, which The 
Smithfield Times obtained 
from the county Circuit 
Court Clerk’s Office last 
year, accuses Vines of 
“stating that he does not 
make over $5,000 at his 
place of employment,” by 
virtue of having left the 
employment status and 
salary blank on his Dec. 13, 
2021, economic interests 
form, but having stated 
at a Feb. 8, 2022, meet-
ing he was “an IT man-
ager” who makes “over 
$100,000 a year.” The two 
dismissed petitions had 
made the same accusation. 
An accompanying affida-
vit signed by Coughlin 
attests to the deputy hav-
ing “personal knowledge 
of the facts set forth” and 
characterized Vines’ al-
leged omission as “forging 
public records,” a Class 4 
felony under Virginia law.

Vines’ lawsuit, which 
was filed March 28 this 
year in federal court, ac-
cuses Wilder and Coughlin 
of a “conspiracy” under 
“color of law” to violate 
Vines’ constitutional pro-
tections against unlawful 
search and seizure, and 
his right to due process, 
by “utilizing the ruse” of 
a criminal investigation to 
“obtain an advantage in a 
civil proceeding.”

Oser, speaking to the 
Times by phone, contends 
the Sheriff’s Office “never 
had any intent to do any in-
vestigation.” According to 
the lawsuit, after Coughlin 
seized Vines’ unredacted 
economic interests state-
ment, he “never inter-
viewed or sought any in-

forma-
t i o n ” 
c o n -
cerning 
V i n e s 
f r o m 
any em-
p l o y -
e e  o f 
I s l e  o f 

Wight County Schools 
nor did he interview or 
seek any information from 
Vines himself.

“I’m sure they didn’t 
do any investigation; it’s 
been a year,” Oser said.

Capt. Tommy Potter, 
spokesman for the Sher-
iff’s Office, declined to 
comment on Vines’ law-
suit or its allegations, cit-
ing the department’s poli-
cy of not commenting on 
“pending legal matters.”

Lewis Edmonds, who 
had written each of the two 
petitions last year, also de-
clined to comment. Vines 
himself did not immedi-
ately respond to the Times’ 
request for comments. 

As a result of the two 
recall efforts and possi-
bility of facing a criminal 
charge, Vines has suffered 
“past, present and future 
mental anguish, public 
ridicule and scorn” and 
“damage to his personal 
and professional reputa-
tion regarding his conduct 
in office,” the lawsuit con-
tends.

Vines’ lawsuit makes 
eight total claims, five 
concerning Wilder’s and 
Coughlin’s alleged vio-
lations of Vines’ consti-
tutional rights and three 
state law counts of “ma-
licious abuse of process.” 
The suit seeks $1.1 million 
in damages from each de-
fendant for each of the 
eight claims.

salary was again raised 
at some point during the 
past 15 years by roughly 
3% to the current $11,744. 
A separate state law last 
revised in 2022 allows for 
supervisor raises in excess 
of 5% if the supervisors 
hold a public hearing and 
vote prior to July 1, with 
the raises then taking ef-
fect Jan. 1 following a year 
when at least two board of 
supervisors seats, or 40% 
of its membership, are up 
for election.

Three of Isle of Wight’s 
five seats are up for elec-
tion this year, making 
the raises effective Jan. 
1, 2024.

A provision of the 2008 
ordinance the supervisors 
voted to retain allows the 
board’s chairman and vice 
chairman to receive an ad-
ditional $1,800 and $1,200, 
respectively. As such, the 
chair will receive $14,600 
and the vice chairman, 
$14,000, starting Jan. 1.

Grice’s seat is among 

the three available, though 
he says he plans not to run 
for reelection, and there-
fore wouldn’t be in office 
come January to receive 
the raise himself.

The required hearing 
drew two speakers, both in 
support of the raises.

Christopher Cavallo, a 
resident of Virginia Beach 
with ties to the county, 
contended a higher rate 
of pay would incentivize 
elected officials to “do the 
right thing more often.”

“I know you all do it for 
public service; you don’t 
do it for the money,” said 
Volpe Boykin of Carrs-
ville. 

Boykin, however, es-
timated board members 
are “probably working 30 
hours a week,” including 
calls from constituents, 
board meetings and at-
tending local and regional 
committee meetings.

“I want to have good 
leadership in the future,” 
Boykin said. “We need to 

pay something better.”
McCarty, Acree and 

Jefferson each said that 
when they first ran for 
their seats, they were un-
aware of the stipend. Mc-
Carty, who’s this year’s 
chairman, and Acree, this 
year’s vice chairman, are 
also up for reelection this 
year, the results of which 
will determine whether 
they or their successors 
receive the raise.

“The real reward is 
in serving the communi-
ty,” said Supervisor Don 
Rosie, who described the 
payment as “a very small 
stipend for what we do.”

Increasing the stipend, 
Rosie contended, could 
help some of the county’s 
less wealthy residents be 
able to afford the costs of 
serving in local elected 
office, stating he’d like 
to see the board “open to 
every man or woman who 
wants to come.”

Grice contended the 
new rate,  spread over 

the time commitment ex-
pected of board members, 
would equate to roughly 
$9 per hour. Virginia’s 
minimum wage, by com-
parison, is $12 per hour.

Jefferson said he would 
have preferred the su-
pervisors’ raise to match 
what the county gives its 
employees each year. The 
county’s proposed 2023-
24 budget includes a 4% 
general wage increase for 
full-time employees, plus 
a one-time payment of 
$1,000, and a 5% raise for 
part-time employees.

With the new rate now 
having replaced the 2008 
ordinance, the next oppor-
tunity for the supervisors 
to modify their rate of pay 
will come in 2025 when Jef-
ferson’s and Rosie’s seats 
are up for election.

There will be at least two 
weeks between the first 
shutdown and the second.

Errico says a lot of his 
customers come from the 
Newport News side of the 
bridge, making the planned 
shutdowns “a big loss” for 
his business.

Isle of Wight County’s 
emergency services will 
also be impacted. Brian 
Carroll, chief of the Isle 
of Wight Volunteer Res-
cue Squad, said his medics 
transport patients four to 
eight times per day to Riv-
erside Regional Medical 
Center in Newport News.

The wait time between a 
911 call and an ambulance 
arriving at a residence 
shouldn’t be affected, but 
it may take longer to trans-
port someone to an alter-
nate hospital, Carroll said. 

The closest alternative 
hospitals best equipped 

to handle cardiac emer-
gencies, he said, would 
be either Bon Secours’ 
Maryview Medical Center 
in Portsmouth, an extra 
10 minutes away, or an 
extra 17-minute drive to 
Sentara’s Norfolk General 
Hospital.

Losing access to Riv-
erside Regional “takes a 
Level 2 trauma center out 
of play for our county as 
well as parts of Surry,” said 
Supervisor Joel Acree.

Riverside is set to break 
ground in July on a 50-bed 
Smithfield-area hospital, 
but it won’t open until 2025. 
But deferring the work two 
years could “potentially 
complicate funding sce-
narios for other projects,” 
Ternes said.

His purpose in brief-
ing the supervisors seven 
months ahead of time, he 
said, is to allow first re-

sponders and other stake-
holders to start making 
plans for the impending 
closure.

The November to Febru-
ary window, Ternes said, is 
intended to avoid impacts 
on summer travel and the 
peregrine falcons nesting 
on the bridge’s north tower. 
VDOT is prohibited from 
disturbing the nest from 
Feb. 15 through July 15.

During the two shut-
downs, traffic from Isle of 
Wight County headed to-
ward Newport News will be 
detoured through Suffolk 
across the Godwin Bridge 
to the I-664 interchange 
and the Monitor-Merrimac 
Bridge-Tunnel. A VDOT 
traffic analysis projects 
the Godwin Bridge will be 
31% over capacity during 
peak morning hours on 
weekdays and 35% over 
capacity during peak after-

noon hours, resulting in 
longer traffic queues from 
5-10 a.m. and from 2-8 p.m. 
The I-664 interchange will 
exceed capacity by 55% in 
the morning and 34% in 
the afternoon. The Moni-
tor-Merrimac Bridge-Tun-
nel will exceed capacity by 
34% in the morning and 
47% in the afternoon.

V D O T  h a s  a l r e a d y 
placed its orders for the 
manufacturing of the new 
cables,  and expects to 
award the project contract 
in late August or Septem-
ber. The contractor will 
receive a 10% incentive 
to finish early and a 20% 
disincentive, or forfeiture, 
for finishing late.

The original two-lane 
James River Bridge opened 
in 1928. The current four-
lane bridge dates to 1982.

Vines
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

It’s been 54 years since Brian 
Blount attended Hardy Elemen-
tary, but the circa-1961 school 
still looks as he remembers.

Mint green ceramic tiles 
still line its hallways. From a 
window in Hardy’s library he 
can see the playground and bas-
ketball courts in the same area 
behind the school where he once 
played.

It’s a sight that won’t last 
forever. Much of the one-story 
school, including the library 
wing and playground, is slated 
to be demolished this summer 
to make room for a bus parking 
lot that will serve a new, larger 

Hardy being built less than 100 
feet away.

The nearly completed two-sto-
ry Hardy is being designed to 
accommodate Isle of  Wight 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

When former Isle of Wight 
County Supervisor Al Casteen 
received his reassessment notice 
in the mail last week, he was 
shocked to see his circa-1954, 
roughly 3,500-square-foot ranch 
home in Smithfield is now valued 

at $770,000 – a 55% increase from 
when it was last assessed in 2019.

Under the 2023 valuation, 
Casteen can expect to pay roughly 
$1,200 more in real estate tax, even 
if the county follows through with 
current plans to lower its tax rate.

“This is absurd,” Casteen said.
State law requires counties 

reassess real estate values every 

four years. According to Gerald 
Gwaltney, Isle of Wight County’s 
commissioner of the revenue, res-
idential, commercial, agricultural 
and industrial property values in 
Isle of Wight have collectively in-
creased 28% on average since 2019. 
Single-family homes went up 34%.

Apartments and other multi-
family housing, which are valued 

based on monthly rent, went up 
26%.

Casteen isn’t the only homeown-
er experiencing sticker shock.

Organizers of a May 17 citizens 
group forum with Gwaltney had 
asked attendees to sign in and 
note the percentage their homes 
had increased. One person, from 
Smithfield, noted his home went 

up 105%. Another, from the town 
of Windsor, listed 51%.

Susan Craig, who purchased 
her three-bedroom Zuni home of 
just under 2,800 square feet in 2021, 
said her valuation rose 44%. Frank 
White, another Zuni resident, said 
his was more in line with the aver-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County supervi-
sors will wait until June to vote on 
the 20-megawatt “Prairie Solar” 
facility proposed on Longwood 
Drive.

Arlington-based Energix Re-
newables is seeking a conditional 
use permit for a 432-acre solar 

farm, though only 152 acres would 
see solar panels and fencing. The 
rest of the land, which is owned 
by Everets Properties, would 
continue to be farmed for timber.

In February, the county’s ag-
ricultural/forestal district ad-
visory committee voted 5-0 with 
five other members absent to 

Smithfield and Isle of Wight County officials held a ribbon-cutting ceremony on May 20 
for the new stage outside the Smithfield Times office, coinciding with the Smithfield Arts 
Festival. From left are Virginia Tourism Corporation President and CEO Rita McClenny, 
Smithfield Town Councilman Wayne Hall, Smithfield Times Publisher Emeritus John 
Edwards and his wife, Anne, Vice Mayor Valerie Butler, Mayor Steve Bowman, Tourism 
Director Judy Winslow, JoAnn and Mark Hall, Darby and J.D. Walls and former Mayor 
Dave Hare representing TowneBank, which donated $10,000 toward the stage. See more 
of the Arts fest on the Second Front. (Stephen Faleski/THe Smithfield Times)

Main Street stage complete

Taxpayers balk at high reassessments

One last look: Alumni tour Hardy

Supervisors delay 
‘Prairie Solar’ vote 

• See REASSESSMENTS, p. 8

• See HARDY, p. 8 • See FARM, p. 6

• See SOLAR, p. 6

• See ENDORSEMENT, p. 6

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County supervi-
sors voted 4-1 on May 18 to approve 
a near moratorium on solar farms.

The adopted ordinance limits 
the cumulative acreage of existing 
and proposed solar farms to 2% of 
the county’s “prime” farm soils, or 
a maximum of 2,446 acres.

According to county data and 
the 2017 U.S. Census of Agricul-
ture, 1,759 acres, or roughly 72% of 
the maximum, are already taken 
up by six approved solar farms, 
though only one is operational. 
The supervisors are set to vote in 
June on the proposed Prairie solar 
farm along Longview Drive, which 
would be the county’s seventh if 
approved.

Energix Renewables, the Ar-
lington-based developer of the 

IW caps
acreage
for solar

farms

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Gov. Glenn Youngkin has en-
dorsed state Del. Emily Brewer, 
R-Isle of Wight, in her race against 
Hermie Sadler of Emporia for the 
new 17th Senate District’s Repub-
lican nomination.

Youngkin’s Spirit of Virginia 
political action committee an-
nounced on May 18 that he had 
endorsed a slate of 19 Republican 

candidates. Six, including Brewer, 
are running in June 20 primary 
elections.

Youngkin had previously en-
dorsed 45 incumbent Republicans, 
44 of whom had already secured 
the party’s nomination, making 
his latest slate of endorsements 
among the rare instances where 
he’s backed candidates running in 
a contested GOP race.

Youngkin endorses 
Brewer in Senate race

Left, Superintendent Theo Cramer shakes 
hands with Edward Blount, who was Hardy 
Elementary’s second-ever Parent-Teacher 
Association president. Blount and his 
son, Brian, who attended Hardy in the 
1960s, returned for one last look at the 
school on May 15 ahead of its scheduled 
demolition this summer. Above, Riley Kirk 
and Lauren Reis, both rising ninth-graders 
who will attend Smithfield High School 
in September, made sure to visit Hardy’s 
music room, where Kirk once played guitar 
in Hardy’s band.

Peninsula bluesman Bobby BlackHat 
will kick off the Downtown Smithfield 
Summer Concert Series at 7 p.m. 
Friday on the front lawn of The 
Smithfield Times, 228 Main St. All 
concerts are free. 
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The Town of Windsor proposes to increase property tax levies.

1. Assessment Increase: Total assessed value of real property, exclud-
ing additional assessments due to new construction or improvements to 
property, exceeds last year’s total assessed value of real property by 24 
percent. 

2. Lowered Rate Necessary to Offset Increased Assessment: The tax 
rate which would levy the same amount of real estate tax as last year, 
when multiplied by the new total assessed value of real estate with the 
exclusions mentioned above, would be $0.1127 per $100 of assessed 
value. This rate will be known as the “lowered tax rate.”

3. Effective Rate Increase: The Town of Windsor proposes to adopt a 
tax rate of $0.13 per $100 of assessed value. The difference between 
the lowered tax rate and the proposed rate would be $0.0173 per $100, 
or 15.35 percent. This difference will be known as the “effective tax rate 
increase.” Individual property taxes may, however, increase at a per-
centage greater than or less than the above percentage.

4. Proposed Total Budget Increase: Based on the proposed real property 
tax rate and changes in other revenues, the total budget of the Town of 
Windsor will exceed last year’s by 5.2 percent.

A public hearing on the increase will be held on June 13, 2023, at 7 PM 
at the Windsor Town Hall, 8 E Windsor Boulevard, Windsor, VA 23487.

Any person affected by or interested in the aforesaid matters may ap-
pear before and be heard by the Windsor Town Council. 

Any person whose participation in this meeting requires special accom-
modation should contact Terry Whitehead, Town Clerk at 
(757) 242 -4288.   

TOWN OF WINDSOR, VIRGINIA
By: Terry Whitehead, Town Clerk

NOTICE OF PROPOSED REAL 
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

• Continued from p. 1

Hardy

• Continued from p. 1

Assessments

County’s rapidly growing 
population. Its 887-stu-
dent capacity reflects a 
35% increase over the 
old school’s 657-student 
maximum. Isle of Wight 
grew 4%, or roughly 1,500 
residents, in two years, 
making it  the seventh 
fastest-growing county 
in Virginia according to 
mid-2022 census estimates.

Isle of Wight County 
Schools invited the pub-
lic on May 15 to take one 
last walk through Hardy’s 
halls and say “goodbye” to 
the school.

B l o u n t  r e m e m b e r s 
w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e 
woods as a child to get to 
Hardy.

“We didn’t live too far 
from here,” he said.

The old  school  si ts 
on land that was once a 
150-acre farm owned by 
his grandfather Richard 
Blount at what’s now apt-
ly named Blounts Corner 
Road. Brian’s father, Ed-
ward, was the school’s 
second Parent-Teacher As-
sociation president. Lucy 
Blount, wife of Edward’s 
cousin, Thomas, was the 
school’s first-ever prin-
cipal. The Blounts sold 
another portion of their 
family land for the new 
Hardy, continuing their 
generational connection 
with the school.

Blount recalls Hardy 
was still segregated when 
he attended from 1962 to 
1969.

Though it had been sev-
en years since the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s land-
mark Brown v. Board of 
Education ruling that out-
lawed segregation in pub-
lic schools, Isle of Wight 
initially built Hardy as a 
Black-only school and only 
began allowing Black stu-
dents to attend formerly 
white-only schools in 1965 
under a precursor policy 
to integration known as 
“freedom of choice.” A 
lawsuit by 84 children and 
their parents eventually 
forced the school system to 
integrate at the start of the 
1969-70 school year.

Despite the racial ten-
sions of the day, Brian still 
has fond memories of the 
school, as does Michelle 
Jenkins, now 64, who also 
attended Hardy during the 
1960s.

“It was like a communi-
ty,” Jenkins said.

Over the decades, Har-
dy has become a second 
home for generations of 
students, Black and white 
alike.  Among them is 
Anna Cook.

Cook, who just finished 

her first year of college, 
credits Hardy with intro-
ducing her to four former 
classmates who have re-
mained friends through 
high school and now into 
adulthood.

Among Hardy’s young-
est alumni to return for 
the walk-through were 
friends Riley Kirk and 
Lauren Reis, both rising 
ninth-graders who will 
attend Smithfield High 
School come September.

“They loved Hardy,” 
said Lauren’s mother, Lau-
rel.

While many cheered 
Isle of Wight County’s 
plans for a new Hardy, the 
two girls were sad to learn  
the old school would need 
to be demolished, Laurel 
said.

The girls made sure to 
visit, one last time, Har-
dy’s music room, where 
Kirk had played guitar in 
Hardy’s student band four 
years earlier.

In the old school’s cafe-
teria, Curator Rachel Popp 
was busy taking inventory 
of memorabilia the Isle of 
Wight County Museum 
had asked the public to 
submit from their time at 
the school. So far, she’s re-
ceived a 1975 yearbook and 
a 2009 Smithfield Times 
article titled “Goodbye, 

Mr. Crawford,” which re-
counts the festivities at 
the school when former 
Principal Richard Craw-
ford retired after 38 years, 
15 of them at Hardy.

Those who wish to keep 
their memorabilia can 
have it photographed and 
returned to them, Popp 
said. Other materials do-
nated to the museum will 
be digitized and then put 
into proper acid-free stor-
age for preservation.

The old school’s gym-
nasium and an adjacent 
wing are slated to remain 
standing and be converted 
into a permanent home 
for the school system’s 
central office staff, who 
currently operate out of a 
modular building behind 
Westside Elementary, an-
other 1960s-era school.

Originally, the plan 
was for most of Hardy, 
save for the two wings, 
to be demolished on June 
17, one day after the last 
day of the school year for 
teachers. But, according to 
IWCS spokeswoman Lynn 
Briggs, the demolition 
date is no longer definite. 
It will instead occur some-
time over the summer, she 
said.

age, at 35.3%.

How were the 
assessments 
calculated?

According to Gwaltney, 
the reassessment process 
begins a year in advance, 
in this case 2022, with the 
county soliciting bids and 
choosing a third-party ap-
praiser to perform the reas-
sessment. For the past seven 
reassessments, going back to 
2002, the county has awarded 
the job to Daleville-based 
Wampler Eanes. Wampler, 
Gwaltney said, is one of 
only four firms in the state 
certified by the Virginia 
Department of Taxation to 
perform a “mass appraisal” 
of the county’s roughly 21,000 
individual lots.

In mass appraisals, he 
explained, assessors don’t 
look at each individual 
home to decide its value, 
but rather the recent sales 
that have occurred in 181 
defined “neighborhoods” 
within the county. The Gat-
ling Pointe development 
just outside Smithfield, for 
example, is divided by Bat-
tery Park Road into Gatling 
Pointe North and Gatling 
Pointe South. Gatling Pointe 
North’s homes are older than 
the ones in Gatling Pointe 
South, and include water-
front properties. As such, 
the two halves of the same 
development are considered 
different neighborhoods for 
assessment purposes.

Though according to 
census data, the number 
of housing units in Isle of 
Wight increased 12.4% from 
2010 to 2020, compared to the 
state’s 7.6% housing growth 
rate, the number of available 
homes on the market state-
wide has fallen significantly 
over the past four years, 
Gwaltney said.

In 2019, there were over 
30,000 homes on the market 
across Virginia. As of late 
2022, there were fewer than 
8,000. Last month, there were 
only 108 homes on the mar-
ket countywide when asses-
sors completed their work.

“Supply and demand 
drives so much,” Gwaltney 
said.

The cost of construction 
materials, which has surged 
since 2020 when COVID-19 
pandemic-linked supply 
chain issues emerged, is an-
other factor. When builders 
are using more expensive 
materials, they need to sell 
homes for a higher price to 
meet their profit margins.

“Those sales are going to 
drive the value of your prop-
erty,” Gwaltney said.

Should prospective buy-
ers get into a bidding war 
over a home on the market, 
a sale above asking price will 
drive reassessment valua-
tions even higher. 

According to land trans-
fers recorded last month 
at the Isle of Wight County 
Courthouse, and county 
data, 69% of the 49 homes 
sold in April went for above 
their 2023 assessed value. 
Just over 18% of the sale 
prices exceeded their assess-
ments by 10% or higher.

Craig noted she’d been 
outbid roughly 20 times on 
homes in the county before 
finding her Zuni residence.

“We were being outbid 
by $50,000 to $60,000 every 
time,” she said.

While most of the housing 

growth Isle of Wight has seen 
over the past decade has been 
in the county’s northern end, 
homes in rural areas like 
Zuni and Carrsville on the 
county’s southern end saw 
the largest average increase 
in residential values, at 42%. 
The value of agricultural 
land in the southern end 
went up 18%, double the 9% 
increase farmland in the 
northern end saw.

“People are moving here 
and they’re willing to pay a 
little bit more for a piece of 
God’s country,” Gwaltney 
said.

According to Jay Hassell, 
a Smithfield area Realtor, 
the 2019 valuations have 
averaged 20% to 25% below 
market value over the past 
four years. The 28% average 
countywide increase among 
all types of property comes 
as no surprise to him.

“Even the assessments 
that increased 40% to 50% 
or more aren’t all without 
cause,” Hassell said. “Many 
of the homeowners I’ve spo-
ken with are quietly happy 
to see the appreciation, if 
only it didn’t come with 
the tax implications. For 
those residents wanting to 
sell, the assessment is very 
welcomed.”

The 2023 values represent 
what Hassell calls the “near 
pinnacle” of the market. 
What’s unknown, Hassell 
said, is whether the real es-
tate market will remain as 
hot over the next four years.

Among the factors that 
drove the market up in 2021 
through 2023 was extremely 
low interest rates, Hassell 
said. According to Freddie 
Mac, a government-con-
trolled company that buys 
residential mortgages to 
provide money for the U.S. 
housing market, a borrower 
could get a 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage in mid-2021 
at roughly 2.8% interest. As 
of May 18, that same 30-year 
mortgage would carry a 
6.39% interest rate.

“The question is, as in-
terest rates increase and 
the home values potentially 
drop, will taxpayers be pay-
ing an inflated assessment 
over the next four years?” 
Hassell said.

Is there any relief?
Isle of Wight County su-

pervisors are set to vote in 
June on the tax rates for the 
coming 2023-24 fiscal year, 
which begins July 1. The 
most recent proposal, as of 
May 11, calls for lowering 
the real estate tax rate from 
85 cents per $100 of assessed 
property value to 71 cents. 
Even with the roughly 19% 
rate decrease, the county 
is expecting roughly $3.7 
million in additional real 
estate revenue from the new 
assessments.

A so-called “revenue-neu-
tral” rate of 66 cents would 
eliminate the revenue gain 
and result in the county 
taking in roughly the same 
amount of real estate taxes it 
received for the 2022-23 fiscal 
year. But even that wouldn’t 
guarantee every homeowner 
pays the same amount of tax-
es as he or she did last year.

Board of Supervisors 
Chairman William McCa-
rty explained at a recent 
budget meeting that what’s 
considered the “neutral” 
rate, “is not neutral to the 
taxpayer,” but rather to the 

cumulative amount of real 
estate revenue the county 
would receive.

Each reassessment costs 
roughly $500,000. The super-
visors, Gwaltney noted, have 
the authority under state law 
to call for a new reassess-
ment by majority vote if they 
believe the assessed values 
to be erroneous. Were the 
2023 results to be challenged, 
the state Department of Tax-
ation would conduct its own 
sales study.

Such a challenge hasn’t 
happened in Isle of Wight 
since the late 1980s. Accord-
ing to a July 26, 1989, edition 
of The Smithfield Times, 
state assessors of the day, 
despite the challenge, found 
Isle of Wight’s assessment to 
be within 85% of fair market 
value.

County residents ages 65 
and up, or who are totally 
disabled, can apply for a 
credit of up to $1,000 on their 
real estate tax bills if they 
have a maximum household 
income of $54,600 and a max-
imum net worth, excluding 
their house and one acre, of 
$228,596. Applicants must 
meet both financial criteria 
to qualify. The supervisors 
are considering a proposal to 
increase the amount of relief 
to $2,000.

Homeowners can also 
challenge their assessments 
by using one of three meth-
ods.

They have until 5 p.m. 
on May 26 to request an 
administrative review, 
which entails sending a let-
ter, appraisal and photos of 
their home either by email 
to IsleofWightreassess-
ment2023@gmail.com to by 
mail to Isle of Wight County 
Reassessment Office, P.O. 
Box 685, Daleville, VA 24083.

Starting July 1 and con-
tinuing through June 30, 
2024, homeowners can ap-
peal to the county’s Board 
of Equalization by visiting 
17090 Monument Circle, 
Suite 113, submitting an ap-
plication in writing to P.O. 
Box 114, Isle of Wight , VA 
23397, faxing an application 
to 757-356-9731 or emailing 
reassessment@isleofwigh-
tus.net.

The third option avail-
able to taxpayers is petition-
ing the Isle of Wight County 
Circuit Court for a review. 
State law allows this option 
July 1 of this year through 
June 30, 2027.

In each method, the bur-
den is on the taxpayer to 
prove that an assessment 
is erroneous, ideally by re-
searching sales of neighbor-
hood homes of a similar age 
and size. 

As of May 15, 134 county 
residents had applied for an 
administrative review, ac-
cording to Gwaltney. During 
the 2019 assessment, which 
saw single-family homes rise 
in value by a countywide 
5% average, roughly 500 
residents filed appeals using 
the three available methods.

Casteen, despite balking 
at the valuation of his home, 
isn’t planning on contesting 
it. He said when he last tried 
going through the appeal 
process in the mid-2000s, his 
valuation ended up getting 
raised an additional $20,000.

Hassell said his firm, 
Countryside Real Estate, is 
offering home evaluation 
reports at no cost to taxpay-
ers looking to appeal their 
assessments.
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required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, 
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Before After
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TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, health 
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10%  OFF
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60%  OFF

Limited Time Offer! 
SAVE!

Mary Allen of Spring Grove was jubilant after winning a progressive 
jackpot of $1,275 on May 11 at the Smithfield American Legion Post 49’s 
weekly bingo game. Allen completed the required jackpot card pattern 
on the 44th number,  the last one called for the full jackpot award. It was 
the fourth jackpot of over $1,000 awarded this year.  Games take place 
at 7 p.m. each Thursday. Doors open at 5 at the post, 818 S. Church St. 
(Submitted photo)

Jackpot!
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Brandy Centolanza

Pregnant women and new 
mothers have a new option for 
support in Smithfield.

Victoria Bikkers, who co-owns 
Smithfield Physical Therapy 
Specialists along with her hus-
band, Joey, recently launched 
Smithfield Moms Collective, a 

non-profit organization aimed 
at educating and guiding women 
through their pregnancy and the 
postpartum period.

An orthopedic specialist with a 
focus in pelvic health conditions, 
Bickers said her experience with 
pregnant patients, along with 
her personal experience as the 
mother of one young daughter, 

led her to start Smithfield Moms 
Collective this summer. 

Three other women joined 
with her leading the organiza-
tion’s medical advisory board.

Bikkers believes education on 
pregnancy and the postpartum 
stage is lacking locally. She start-
ed the collective to close the gap 
by providing pregnant women 

and new moms with information, 
resources and support needed for 
their physical and mental health 
as they navigate motherhood.

The goal is to “provide basic 
information so that they can ad-
vocate for themselves,” Bikkers 
said. “Our focus is on the health 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s Plan-
ning Commission, for the second 
month in a row, postponed voting 
on the Sweetgrass mixed-use com-
munity planned for just outside 
Smithfield.

NVR, the Reston-based parent 
company of Ryan Homes, has 
proposed 615 homes and up to 
73,000 square feet of retail and 
office space for the roughly 250-
acre Yeoman Farm next to the 
Sherwin Williams store on Benns 
Church Boulevard.

NVR and Henry Layden, trust-

ee of the Yeoman Farm, have 
applied for conditional mixed-
use zoning to permit 390 age-re-
stricted single-family homes, 225 
unrestricted townhouses and a 
commercial component spanning 
roughly 5 acres.

The commissioners had post-
poned voting on a recommenda-

tion to the Board of Supervisors 
in September after asking several 
questions of Isle of Wight County 
Schools Deputy Superintendent 
Christopher Coleman regard-
ing the development’s potential 
impacts on the school system. 
According to a report included 
with the commissioners’ Oct. 24 

meeting agenda, Coleman told 
county staff he needed additional 
time to provide answers.

Among the questions was 
whether any school buses were 
serving other age-restricted com-
munities in the county. Accord-
ing to Tim Trant, an attorney for 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Town Council 
expects to vote Nov. 8 on exiting 
a deal that would otherwise obli-
gate the town to begin purchasing 
water this year from Isle of Wight 
County.

Getting out of the 2018 ar-
rangement would entail the town 
making two half-million-dollar 
payments to the county, one in 
2024 and the other in 2025, ac-
cording to an updated agreement 
Town Manager Michael Stallings 
presented to council members at 
their Oct. 23 committee meetings.

The $1 million in total is intend-
ed to equal the payments the town 
would have made to the county 
over five years under the 2018 deal.

Smithfield supplies roughly 
114,500 gallons annually to county 
water customers in the Gatling 
Pointe neighborhood, located just 
outside the town limits on Battery 
Park Road. Five years ago, Smith-
field agreed to switch an equiva-
lent number of town customers 
in the Benns Church Boulevard 
area to county water by mid-2023.

The county currently pays the 
town roughly $200,000 per year 
for the water it resells to Gatling 
Pointe. The town would have paid 
the same to the county for Benns 
Church Boulevard.

According to Stallings, comply-
ing with the original agreement 
would have entailed spending 
$2 million to $3 million on infra-
structure to address a problem 
that would have been created by 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

When Dan Milton left the Air 
Force in June and moved with his 
wife and two sons back to North 

Shore Drive where he’d grown 
up, he found that the secluded 
neighborhood he remembered 
had changed.

Six houses down the street 
from his sits a four-bedroom 

residence that’s been converted 
– illegally, according to Isle of 
Wight County officials – into a 
whole-house short-term rental.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s Planning 
Commission split 6-4 when voting 
Oct. 24 to recommend the approval 

of a solar farm that would be among 
the county’s smallest.

Commissioners Bobby Bowser, 
Thomas Distefano, James Ford, 
Cynthia Taylor, Raynard Gibbs 
and Matthew Smith each voted in 

favor of Bowser’s motion to recom-
mend approval. Commissioners 
Jennifer Boykin, George Rawls, 
Rick Sienkiewicz and Chairman 

On Oct. 16, candidates on the 
Nov. 7 ballot filed their latest 
campaign finance reports to 
the state.

Emily Brewer has eclipsed 
the million-dollar mark in total 
contributions. 

Senate District 17 — Clin-
ton Jenkins, D — Emily 
Brewer, R

In what many consider to 
be the most contentious of the 
local state races, Brewer’s con-
tributions to date have totaled 
$1,475,136, with $579,757.59 com-
ing in during the September 
reporting period. Brewer’s top 

donor this period was the Re-
publican State Leadership Com-
mittee, contributing $219,095. 
Jenkins’’ total contributions 
to date sit at $641,997, with 
$189,384.11 coming in during 
the September reporting peri-
od. Jenkins’ top donor this peri-
od was the Virginia Democratic 
Caucus, with $230,000.

Brewer outspent Jenkins by 
$317,235 this period.

*Campaign finance totals 
provided through vpap.org 
and Virginia State Board of 
Elections.

Follow the moneyIW planners split 6-4 on 
Courthouse Highway solar farm

IW eyes short-term rental rules

Vote on new 
water deal 
expected 

Nov. 8

Planners again delay Sweetgrass vote

New group offers support 
for expecting mothers

• See SWEETGRASS, p. 9

• See WATER, p. 9• See SUPPORT, p. 9

• See SOLAR, p. 10

• See RENTALS, p. 10

Mindi Ellis, far right in both photos, chief of training for the Isle of 
Wight Volunteer Rescue Squad, instructs expectant parents during 
a recent workshop sponsored by the Smithfield Moms Collective. 
(Submitted photos)
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7366 West Blackwater Road • Windsor, VA 23487“The Hawaiian Hide-
away,” as its Airbnb listing 
dubs the home, boasts pri-
vate beach access, parking 
for seven vehicles and lodg-
ing for up to 15 overnight 
guests for $572 per night.’

Milton contends the rent-
al’s presence has “ruined 
the neighborhood.” Kevin 
Brown, however, who owns 
the rental property, alleges 
Milton to have been the 
aggressor in several inter-
actions with renters.

Milton says a summer 
wedding drew hundreds of 
people to the neighborhood.

Brown acknowledges 
having hosted what he 
termed two “very small” 
weddings, and contends 
he’s ceased renting it as a 
wedding venue after being 
told by county officials that 
he lacked permits to oper-
ate an event center.

“I’m not trying to break 
the law,” Brown told the 
Times.

Milton has now joined 
with a group of his neigh-
bors who are pushing back 
against a proposed zon-
ing ordinance change that 
would legalize and regulate 
short-term rentals.

Isle of Wight County’s 
Planning Commission, on 
Oct. 24, voted to advance 
the ordinance to the Board 
of Supervisors with their 
unanimous recommenda-
tion that the change be 
approved.

Smithfield changed its 
zoning ordinance in 2020 
to allow homeowners the 
option of leasing their res-
idences through services 
like Airbnb. The county’s 
ordinance currently al-
lows the rental of up to two 
bedrooms to two unrelated 
people in owner-occupied 
homes, but doesn’t define 
whole-house short-term 
rentals as an authorized 
use, effectively making 
Airbnb rentals illegal out-
side the town’s limits.

The proposed ordinance 
changes would define a 
short-term rental as a fee-
based stay of less than 30 
days, and cap the number 
of overnight guests age 18 
and up at two per bedroom. 
The maximum number 

of occupants in a rental 
home at any given time 
would be capped at twice 
the maximum number of 
allowed overnight guests. 
Only the maximum number 
of overnight guests would 
be allowed between the 
hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m.

The Planning Commis-
sion had discussed an earli-
er version of the ordinance 
changes roughly 18 months 
ago, which at the time had 
proposed allowing short-
term rentals “by right” 
in rural agricultural and 
rural residential zoning. 
The wording would have 
allowed owners of homes 
with the specified zoning 
to operate as short-term 
rentals without needing 
approval from the Planning 
Commission or Board of 
Supervisors.

The version of the ordi-
nance the planners voted 
on Oct. 24 to send to the su-
pervisors with their unan-
imous recommendation 
for approval struck the “by 
right” language and will in-
stead require a conditional 
use permit for all short-
term rentals regardless of 
zoning. The commissioners 
cited the opposition from 
Milton and two other North 
Shore Drive residents for 
making the change.

“It’s not somewhere 
where we’re accustomed to 
having new folks coming 
in every weekend, or every 
other weekend, and you just 
don’t ever know who’s next 
door,” Larry Morris, who 
lives adjacent to the rental, 
told the commissioners 
during the public hearing 
they held on the ordinance 
ahead of the vote.

“There isn’t a feeling of 
safety anymore,” Milton 
told the commissioners.

Brown, who did not at-
tend the hearing, told the 
Times by phone on Oct. 
27 that he has put renters 
through a vetting process 
prior to agreeing to let them 
stay at the property.

“ N o  o n e  i s  b e i n g 
harmed,” Brown said. “If 
anything, it’s harm coming 
from (Milton) toward these 
people who’ve done nothing 
wrong.”

According to County 
Attorney Bobby Jones, the 
North Shore Drive rental 
has already received three 
notices citing violations 
of the county’s existing 
ordinances. Amy Ring, the 
county’s director of commu-
nity development, contends 
the owners of the rental 
have constructed several 
structures on the property 
in violation of Virginia’s 
Chesapeake Bay Preserva-
tion Act, and has also oper-
ated the house as an event 
center without a permit.

According to Jones, 
event centers are not per-
mitted in “neighborhood 
conservation,” the zoning 
designation for the houses 
on North Shore Drive, nor 
does the zoning ordinance 
specify a process for obtain-
ing an event center permit 
in neighborhood conserva-
tion zoning.

“It’s not a permitted use, 
period, and there is enforce-
ment action going on as we 
speak,” Jones said.

The county, however, 
has been holding off enforc-
ing its current de facto pro-
hibition against short-term 
rentals until the Board of 
Supervisors votes to either 
adopt a process for legaliz-
ing them or maintain the 
ban by rejecting the pro-
posed ordinance changes.

“We have a growing 
list of these types of uses 
throughout the county,” 
Ring said.

Brown, however, con-
tends the county has been 
“very vague” on its position 
toward short-term rentals, 
and has advised him to 
continue operating until 
such time as an ordinance 
is developed.

He contends short-term 
rentals like his can bring in 
tax revenue for the county 
while drawing additional 
customers to Smithfield’s 
numerous restaurants.

“It can be a great thing 
for an area,” Brown said.

Brown acknowledged 
having erected a gazebo and 
private hot tub at the rental. 
He added he’s willing to do 
what’s necessary to come 
into compliance with coun-
ty requirements.

• Continued from p. 1

Rentals

• Continued from p. 1

Solar
Brian Carroll cast dissenting 
votes.

The commissioners had 
deadlocked in an earlier vote 
that evening on a motion 
by Boykin to recommend 
denial of landowner Michael 
Doggett’s application for a 
conditional use permit. 

Ford, Rawls, Sienkiewicz 
and Carroll each joined Boy-
kin in supporting her mo-
tion, resulting in a 5-5 tie. 
Ford then voted with Bowser 
in favor of the approval rec-
ommendation.

Doggett had applied in 
March for a conditional use 
permit that would allow the 
solar farm to occupy up to 
18 acres of his 148-acre farm 
bordering Courthouse High-
way and Poorhouse Road, 
roughly half a mile from 
the county courthouse and 
government complex. The 
location is also just over a 
mile north of the 20-mega-
watt, 170-acre Solidago solar 
farm county supervisors 
approved in 2018.

Doggett’s application list-
ed Massachusetts-based New 
Leaf Energy as the 3-mega-
watt project’s developer. Ac-
cording to Jessie Robinson, 
New Leaf’s senior project 

developer, only 14.2 of the 18 
acres would be fenced and 
receive solar panels. The oth-
er roughly 130 acres would 
remain in agricultural use.

Courthouse Hwy Solar 1 
LLC, as the project has been 
named, was one of three 
3-megawatt solar farm ap-
plications submitted to the 
county during a four-week 
period spanning March and 
April. According to Rob-
inson, the Virginia Clean 
Economy Act, a 2020 state 
law, may be spurring the 
influx of smaller projects.

The act mandates that 
Dominion Energy produce 
its electricity from 100% 
renewable sources by 2045. 
It also includes a provision 
that calls for the company 
to procure 1,100 megawatts 
from 1- to 3-megawatt solar 
farms by 2035, Robinson 
said.

County supervisors in 
May adopted an ordinance 
capping the cumulative 
acreage of existing and pro-
posed solar farms to 2% of 
the county’s prime farm 
soils, or a maximum of 2,446 
acres. The supervisors have 
approved eight solar farms 
since 2015 that collectively 

account for roughly 2,208 
acres, or 1.8%, of the coun-
ty’s prime farmland.

Doggett’s application de-
scribed the 18-acre site as 
the “worst performing piece 
of ground on the property,” 
and states it has “only been 
used for hay.”

According to an econom-
ic impact analysis submitted 
with Doggett’s application, 
the solar farm is projected 
to generate $146,717 in real 
estate tax revenue over its 
40-year lifespan and an addi-
tional $274,085 in machinery 
and tools tax revenue during 
the same four decades.

The county, by compar-
ison, received roughly $51 
in real estate taxes for the 18 
acres under Isle of Wight’s 
former tax rate of 85 cents 
per $100 in valuation, accord-
ing to the analysis. County 
supervisors voted to lower 
the rate to 71 cents earlier 
this year, citing an average 
34% rise in single-family 
home valuations from this 
year’s reassessment.

A public hearing on the 
solar farm ahead of the vote 
drew two speakers: Dog-
gett and Courthouse High-
way resident Jean Doggett 

Moody. Doggett spoke in sup-
port of his application while 
Moody opposed the project 
as being in conflict with a 
circa-2003 village center plan 
for the area surrounding the 
courthouse.

The matter will be on the 
supervisors’ Nov. 16 meeting 
agenda.

This illustration submitted by New Leaf Energy shows an aerial view of the proposed solar farm from 
Courthouse Highway. (Image courtesy of Isle of Wight County)
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