
Comfort TV
Six shows that 
soothe.   PAGE C3

Hokies give cry for action
Young trying to light a fire under his team 
as Cavaliers come to town.   SPORTS, PAGE B1
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FAMILY’SWORK PARTOFDOWNTOWNPUBLIC ART PROJECT

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Outdoor public sculpture is
a family affair for Jennifer and
AdamGareyandtheir7-year-
olddaughter,Keira.
The Pennsylvania-based

Gareys traveled to Freder-
icksburg on Friday to install
their pieces—two of the three
works selected by the Fred-
ericksburg Arts Commission
for the city’s rotating public
sculpture project—with the
help of city staff and Keira,
who’s been accompanying
her parents on installations
across the country since she
was ababy.
“She draws the dots on the

ground forwherewe need an-
chors and she puts anti-seize
on the bolts, which is like
a goopy, gross paint, so we
make her wear gloves,” said
JenniferGarey.“Herbigrole is
tocheck the loadof the trailer,
which is walking around and

plucking every strap to make
sure nothing gets loose be-
tween stops. She likes to do
things.”
The Gareys have traveled

fromPennsylvania as farwest
as Chicago and as far south as

Florida to install their out-
door sculptures.
The work Jennifer Garey is

bringing to Fredericksburg,
“Flat Curves,” resided in Chi-
cago formuchof thepastyear.
The piece is part of a theme

she has long been explor-
ing—representing the female
form on a large scale using
industrial materials. Her art
expresses the way women
are manipulated into an ideal
shape by clothing and then
judged by external forces, she
said.
“Flat Curves,” which Gar-

ey completed last year, is
a 6-foot-tall depiction of a
corset, constructed out of flat
pieces of fabricated steel lay-
eredon topof eachother.
“Iron [one of the elements

thatmakes up steel] is indus-
trial and supposed to not be
feminine, so that juxtaposed
with this female figure—I like
that conflict that creates,”
Garey said.
The Fredericksburg Arts

Commission has selected
three locations for the display
of large-scale, freestanding
outdoor sculptures—Dixon

BYMEGKINNARD
ANDADRIANAGOMEZLICON
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

CHARLESTON, S.C.—A revived
Hurricane Ian pounded coastal
South Carolina on Friday, rip-
ping apart piers and flooding
streets after the ferocious storm
caused catastrophic damage in
Florida, trapping thousands in
their homes and leaving at least
17people dead.
The Florida Department

of Law Enforcement said the
deaths included a 22-year-old
woman ejected in an ATV roll-
over Friday because of a road
washout and a 71-year-old man
who died earlier of head injuries
whenhe fell off a roofwhile put-
ting up rain shutters. Many of
the other deaths were drown-
ings, includingthatofa68-year-
oldwoman swept into the ocean
by awave.
Another three people died

in Cuba earlier in the week as

BYCHARLOTTERENEWOODS
RICHMONDTIMES–DISPATCH

On Tuesday, the Virginia
Board of Elections approved a
new risk-limiting audit manual
ahead of the general election
this November. Though elec-
tion officials were already con-
ducting risk-limiting audits in
Virginia, they are now going to
happen before state election of-
ficials certify election results.
That’s because the Gen-

eral Assembly passed legisla-
tion that repealed and replaced
previous state code relating to
the audits.
Risk-limiting audits are “a

type of post-election audit that
utilizes statistical methods and
a manual review of paper bal-
lots to confirm that the voting
equipment accurately reported
the correct outcome of an elec-
tion,” themanual reads.
The audits analyze a random

sample of hand-counted bal-
lots to confirm election results

BYCATHYDYSON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Several groups of out-
door enthusiasts inMary-
land and Virginia, includ-
ing one based in King
George County, have filed
a federal lawsuit asking
that the demolition of the
historic Harry W. Nice
Bridge be delayed until
it’s shown that the action
would comply with envi-
ronmental laws.
On Wednesday, the

Potomac Heritage Trail
Association, Dahlgren
Railroad Trail Associa-
tion andOxonHill Bicycle

and Trail Club filed the
lawsuit, asking for an in-
junction and temporary
restraining order. The
groups seek to prevent the
Maryland Transportation
Authority from demolish-
ing the old bridge over the
Potomac River until the
MDTA and federal agen-
cies demonstrate compli-
ance with environmental
laws, including the Na-
tional Environmental
Policy Act, according to a
news release.
Since July 2020, the

Maryland authority has
been working on a re-
placement for the span,

officially called the Gov.
Harry Nice Memorial/
Sen. Thomas “Mac” Mid-
dleton Bridge. The $463
million project doubles
vehicle capacity with four
lanes instead of two and
includes a median be-
tween the lanes and wider
shoulders, according to
the project website. It also
has a 135-foot clearance to
allow tall ships topass.
What t h e webs i t e

doesn’t include in the
description of the new
bridge, scheduled for com-
pletion in comingmonths,

Newoutdoor sculptures
come to Fredericksburg

PHOTOS BY SUZANNE CARR ROSSI FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Jennifer Rubin Garey (from left), Devin Pruitt, Adam Garey and Randy Myers put the piece ‘Deflection’ in place
in Fredericksburg on Friday. Pruitt and Myers work for the city; the Gareys are sculptors who live in Pennsylvania.

Garey and Myers install the sculpture ‘Flat Curves.’ The
piece is part of a rotating public art project downtown.

Outdoor groups seek to delay Nice bridge removal

FILE / TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Outdoor groups requested that Maryland hold
off on demolishing the old U.S. 301 bridge.

State updates
method for
how to process
election audits

SEE ART, A10

SEE BRIDGE, A10 SEE VOTE, A10

Ianmakes
landfall
in South
Carolina
AFTER RIPPING THROUGH
FLORIDA, REVIVED STORM
SET TO SOAK THE REGION

ALEX BRANDON / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A firefighter examines a
large tree across the road in
Charleston, South Carolina.

SEE STORM, A10
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When family members asked 
Bonnie Clark what she’d like for 
her 100th birthday, she wanted 
the same thing that she’s given 

throughout her long and happy 
life: “Help for the animals.”

From her childhood on a wheat 
farm in Washington, where she 
raised Bantam chickens while 
her mother kept “a little canary 
named Billy,” the woman who 
turns 100 next weekend — and 
adopted her latest shelter dog 
before Christmas — has been a 
fan of all things feathered and 
furry.

“I don’t know how people can 
live without animals,” she said, 
noting that she doesn’t favor any 
one species but considers herself 
an animal person. “We gotta take 
care of the good Lord’s gift to us 
and they are the best gift ever.”

And so is, she thinks, the cel-
ebration her family has planned 
to honor her 100th — an online 
fundraiser for the Fredericks-
burg Regional SPCA. Clark and 

her next-to-youngest child, 
Janet Clark, live together in a 
retirement villa in Spotsylvania 
County and have adopted several 
older dogs from the facility in re-
cent years.

“Seniors for seniors,” is how 
Janet Clark, 65, described the 
pets, some with medical prob-
lems, who spent their last days 

JAMES SCOTT BARON
The Free Lance–Star 

Data centers might be a part of 
Stafford County’s future, and lo-
cal officials said it’s time to start 
getting the public involved in 
those discussions.

“There’s the good, bad and 
ugly with any project like this,” 
said Falmouth District Supervi-
sor Meg Bohmke. “I feel when it 
relates to water and electricity, 
the decibels and the frequency of 
noise coming out of a data cen-
ter is something our constituents 
deserve to know about.”

Although county spokesman 
Andrew Spence said no data cen-
ters have officially filed applica-
tions with the county’s planning 
department, it’s an industry the 
county has been trying to attract 
for years.

“We have been talking with 
and working with an number of 
data center prospects for over 
four years now,” said Economic 
Director John Holden. “More so 
recently.”

Data centers are facilities that 
come in a variety of sizes that 
store, process and disseminate 
data. The usually low-staffed 
facilities almost always include 
redundant components within 
themselves that keep electronic 
systems working uninterrupted 
around-the-clock. These facili-
ties also usually require an abun-
dance of electricity and water to 
keep the systems running effi-
ciently and safely.

Neighboring Prince William 
County already has its share of 
data centers and has them con-
tained in a “Data Center Oppor-
tunity Zone Overlay District” 
that doesn’t impact private 
property or historic landmarks. 

‘The animals need our help’
TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

Bonnie Jean Greer Clark, who turns 100 next week, feeds her dog, Max, a treat at her home in Spotsylvania County on Wednesday. “There’s not an 
animal that isn’t a gift to us, and doggone it, we need to yell it, not say it,” says Clark.

Stafford 
wrestles 
with data 
centers

MATTHEW LEE
AP Diplomatic Writer 

WASHINGTON — A huge, 
high-altitude Chinese balloon 
sailed across the U.S. on Friday, 
drawing severe Pentagon accu-
sations of spying despite China’s 
firm denials. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken abruptly canceled 

a high-stakes Beijing trip aimed at 
easing U..S.-China tensions.

Fuzzy videos dotted social me-
dia sites as people with binoculars 
and telephoto lenses tried to find 
the “spy balloon” in the sky as it 
headed eastward over Kansas and 
Missouri at 60,000 feet.

Blinken’s cancelation came 
despite China’s claim that the 
balloon was merely a weather re-
search “airship” that had blown 
off course. The Pentagon rejected 
that out of hand — as well as Chi-
na’s contention that the balloon, 

about the size of two school buses, 
was not being used for surveil-
lance and had only limited navi-
gational ability.

The balloon was detected over 
sensitive military sites in Montana 
but had moved eastward over the 
heartland of the central United 
States by midday and was ex-
pected to remain in U.S. airspace 
for several days, officials said.

The development marked a 
new blow to already strained 
U.S.-Chinese relations that have 
been in a downward spiral for 

years over numerous issues. Still, 
U.S. officials maintained that dip-
lomatic channels remain open and 
that Blinken was willing to travel 
to China at “an appropriate time.”

President Joe Biden declined 
to comment on the matter when 
questioned at an economic event. 
Two 2024 reelection challengers, 
former President Donald Trump, 
and Nikki Haley, the former South 
Carolina governor and U.N. am-
bassador, said the U.S. should 
immediately shoot down the bal-
loon.

Biden was first briefed about 
the Chinese surveillance balloon 
on Tuesday, White House press 
secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told 
reporters. She did not shed light 
on why the administration waited 
until Thursday to make its con-
cerns public.

A senior defense official said the 
U.S. had prepared fighter jets, in-
cluding F-22s, to shoot the balloon 
down if ordered. The Pentagon 
ultimately recommended against 

Chinese balloon soars over US

ADELE UPHAUS
The Free Lance–Star 

Fredericksburg City Public 
Schools is one of eight Virginia 
school divisions that will benefit 
from a $15 million federal student 
mental health grant that was 
awarded to the Virginia Depart-

ment of Education. 
The federal Mental Health 

Services grant will go toward 
“[increasing] the number of 
credentialed school-based 
mental health service providers 
delivering services to students 
in schools with demonstrated 

needs,” the VDOE announced in 
a press release last month. 

Fredericksburg was selected 
to receive funding or services 
through the grant along with 
school divisions in Amelia, New 
Kent, Prince George and Scott 
counties and the cities of Ports-

mouth, Roanoke and Salem.
Maris Wyatt, director of spe-

cial education and foster care 
liaison for Fredericksburg City 
Public Schools, said the grant 
will help the school division 

Mental health grant to help city schools

Blinken cancels trip  
to Beijing as China 
denies spying claims

Woman celebrating 
100th birthday with 
fundraiser for SPCA

Officials want input 
before they’re built
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in their home. “We enjoyed their 
life until it ended.”

The campaign’s goal is to raise 
$5,000. It’s available at fredspca.
org and dedicating donations in 
honor of Bonnie Clark will help 
her family track the total.

“Of all the birthdays I’ve had,” 
she said, “I think this is the most 
meaningful. It has some pur-
pose.”

A homesteading life 
Bonnie Jean Greer Clark is old 

enough to remember the home-
steading life her father talked 
about, when he came out West 
from Oklahoma to work the land. 
She lived through the Depression 
and World War II, gave birth to 
six Baby Boomers and worked on 
the business end of the Manhat-
tan Project, research that pro-
duced the first atomic bombs.

But she doesn’t act, talk or 
move around like someone 
whose history goes back that far. 
When she and her two youngest 
children, Janet Clark and Laurie 
Webb, sat down for an inter-
view, she was the one who filled 
in the names and dates when her 
daughters stumbled.

She fired them off as readily 
as her newest dog, Max, a mixed 
Shih Tzu, growled at visitors. 
He’s slightly over-protective — 
and vocal about it —especially 
when a photographer aimed a 
camera at his “Grandmama.”

“My siblings and I have to re-
mind ourselves and not take for 
granted that Mom is almost 100 
because of her energy and per-
sonality and … “ Webb paused, 
searching for the right word. 

“My health?” her mother said, 
finishing the sentence for her. “I 
guess it’s that Scottish back-
ground. We’re pretty strong.”

Clark takes one pill a day, for 
blood pressure, and her hearing 
is good. Up until age 95, when she 
had a lung-related problem, she 
hadn’t been to a hospital since 
Webb was born 61 years earlier.

She’s soft-spoken and funny. 
When the women hear a rustling 
in the bedroom and discover mad 
Max is up on the dresser, Clark 
calls out: “Don’t let him eat the 
rouge.”

She doesn’t ramble about the 
past, or any topic, but speaks her 

mind with precision and convic-
tion.

While work on her family’s 
wheat farm “was a killer” and 
never-ending, and people were 
“poor, totally poor,” there was a 
sense of community she valued.

“I miss that life. I miss the feel-
ing that we all had of belonging to 
one another,” she said, remem-
bering the way neighbors helped 
each other. “I don’t know what 
the world is now, I don’t recog-
nize it.”

She fears it’s been lost to 
“these telephones you carry in 
your pocket and you talk to half 
the day.” She’s afraid that feel-
ing of togetherness she knew as 
a youngster will disappear.

“I feel for you, I mourn for you 
because that will be lost,” she 
said, “that feeling of really being 
a part of this beautiful world of 
ours.”

A magnet for strays 
Her daughters said Clark likes 

to talk to the animals and some-
times, they meow or bark back at 
her. One great conversationalist 
was a white cat named Mr. Earl, 

one of many pets initially ad-
opted by her children but later 
bequeathed to her.

“My brother left him with 
Mom in Florida and Mr. Earl was 
her absolute favorite,” Janet Clark 
said.

Clark and her late husband, 
Harold, retired to Florida af-
ter his retirement. The two met 
at a USO dance in Sacramento 
during World War II when he was 
a medic and on leave. When the 
war ended, his interest in medi-
cine continued as he researched 
treatments for arthritis, both for 
people and animals.

The two were married for 65 
years before his death in 2007.

“Dr. Harold W. Clark,” she said, 
wistfully reciting his full name 
and credentials. “I miss him.”

The two initially lived in Roch-
ester, New York, with his family, 
then came south to Northern 
Virginia for his work at George 
Washington University.

That’s when more babies 
started to come, as well as cats 
and dogs.

“Our house (in Falls Church) 
was like a magnet for any stray 

(pet) in the neighborhood,” said 
Webb, who lives in Fredericks-
burg.

There was Buffy, a white 
Samoyed, and Caesar, who once 
barked at a gas-meter reader 
who then hit the dog with a 
metal stick. Bonnie Clark heard 
the commotion and “took after 
him,” Webb recalled. The mother 
also filed a complaint against 
him with the company.

“People should be jailed, FOR-
EVER, in my view, for harming 
animals,” Clark said. “It is unac-
ceptable, no matter what.”

The couple owned a blueberry 
farm in south–central Pennsyl-
vania, where the family spent 
most weekends and collected 
an even greater menagerie. The 
children played with ducks and 
rabbits which lived in elaborate 
pens built by their father.

When their mother took in 
whatever strays needed care, 
their dad would initially fuss 
that they didn’t have room for 
any more four-legged children. 
But he was the one who made 
sure the newest arrivals were 
comforted and well-fed.

“Most of the people in our 
family love animals,” Webb said.

Janet Clark’s daughter, Rachel, 
has several degrees on the sub-
ject including one in zookeeping, 
which may be a spinoff from her 
grandfather’s work.

Animals need help 
Harold and Bonnie Clark vis-

ited a number of zoos in their 
day, both in the United States 
and abroad through his work 
as the research director at the 
Arthritis Institute in Arlington. 
He was part of a team that tested 
antibiotics and anti-inflamma-
tories on large animals including 
elephants and great apes.

The institute’s work with 
Tomoka, the “star gorilla” at 
the National Zoo in Washington, 
was documented in an article by 
United Press International.

“Twelve years ago, Tomoka 
was a bag of bones at 90 pounds, 
crippled with arthritis, about to 
be put to sleep to end his ag-
ony,” according to the 1981 story. 
“Today, Tomoka is a robust 380 
pounds, in the prime of life, 
bounding about like a teenager 
and a ‘very fine specimen of a 
gorilla,’ says the National Zoo’s 
Mike Morgan.”

The Clarks visited animal 
sanctuaries, established to 
care for wild animals people 
purchased, then realized they 
couldn’t handle. The attempt 
to tame creatures that belonged 
in the wild was one of Harold 
Clark’s pet peeves, his daugh-
ters said.

As a result of her husband’s 
work, Bonnie Clark said her con-
cern for animals grew to include 
the largest on earth as well as 
some of the smallest, especially 
as she’s gotten older. She can’t 
even step on a spider; she tries to 
catch it and take it outside. She’s 
read too many stories, from the 
many wildlife agencies she sup-
ports, about animals losing their 
habitats.

“There’s not an animal that 
isn’t a gift to us, and doggone it, 
we need to yell it, not say it,” she 
said. “We’re pushing animals out 
and where are they going to go 
and where are they going to be 
fed? I am not going to be here too 
long so all I can do is yell. The 
animals need our help.”

Cathy dyson: 540/374-5425 
cdyson@freelancestar.com

TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

bonnie Jean Greer Clark smiles at her dog, Max, in her home in Spotsylvania.

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

that, noting that even as the bal-
loon was over a sparsely popu-
lated area of Montana, its size 
could create a debris field large 
enough to put people at risk.

Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder, Pentagon 
press secretary, refused to say 
on Friday whether there was any 
new consideration of shooting the 
balloon down.

Ryder said it was at an altitude 
of about 60,000 feet, was maneu-
verable and had changed course. 
He said it currently was posing no 
threat.

As for Blinken’s trip, Jean-
Pierre said a diplomatic visit to 
China was not appropriate at this 
time. She said that “the presence 
of this balloon in our airspace ... 
is a clear violation of our sover-

eignty as well as international 
law and it is unacceptable this 
occurred.”

A State Department official said 
Blinken and Deputy Secretary of 
State Wendy Sherman had both 
protested to the top official at the 
Chinese Embassy on Wednes-
day, a day before the Pentagon 
announced the discovery of the 
balloon.

Pentagon officials said Thurs-
day that one of the places it was 
spotted was over Montana, which 
is home to one of America’s three 
nuclear missile silo fields at 
Malmstrom Air Force Base.

A number of GOP lawmakers 
have criticized the administra-
tion for not taking firmer action 
against China before this. And a 
decision for Blinken to proceed 
with his trip could have made 
Biden even more susceptible to 
their complaints at a time he’s 

starting to deal with the new Re-
publican-led U.S. House.

Weather experts said China’s 
claim that the balloon had gone 
off course was not unfeasible. 
China’s account of wind patterns 
known as the Westerlies carrying 
a balloon to the western United 
States was “absolutely possible 
— not possible, likely,” said Dan 
Jaffe, a professor of atmospheric 
chemistry at the University of 
Washington.

Still multiple U.S. officials 
called the presence of the bal-
loon “unacceptable” and said that 
message had been delivered by 
Blinken to Chinese State Coun-
cilor Wang Yi on Friday when he 
told them he was postponing his 
trip.

State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said in a statement 
that Blinken had told Wang that 
“the United States is committed 

to diplomatic engagement and 
maintaining open lines of com-
munication, and that he would be 
prepared to visit Beijing as soon as 
conditions allow.”

Blinken’s long-anticipated 
meetings with senior Chinese 
officials had been seen in both 
countries as a possible way to find 
some areas of common ground at 
a time of major disagreements 
over Taiwan, human rights, Chi-
na’s claims in the South China 
Sea, North Korea, Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, trade policy and climate 
change.

Although the trip, which was 
agreed to in November by Biden 
and Chinese President Xi Jinping 
at a summit in Indonesia, had not 
been formally announced, offi-
cials in both Beijing and Wash-
ington had spoken in recent days 
about Blinken’s imminent arrival 
for meetings on Sunday and Mon-

day.
China, which angrily de-

nounces surveillance attempts 
by the U.S. and others over areas 
it considers to be its territory and 
once forced down an American 
spy plane and held its crew cap-
tive on Hainan Island, was rela-
tively conciliatory in its response 
to the U.S. complaints.

In a statement that approached 
an apology, the Chinese foreign 
ministry said the balloon was 
a civilian airship used mainly 
for meteorological research. It 
said said the airship had limited 
“self-steering” capabilities and 
had “deviated far from its planned 
course” because of winds.

“The Chinese side regrets the 
unintended entry of the airship 
into U.S. airspace due to force 
majeure,” the statement said, 
citing a legal term used to refer 
to events beyond one’s control.

For now, it’s unclear where, or if 
there would be, such a district in 
Stafford.

Three months ago, Prince Wil-
liam officials voted to add even 
more data center space in their 
county by approving more than 25 
million square feet of data center 
development near the Manassas 
National Battlefield Park under a 
project known as the PW Digital 
Gateway.

As for a data center’s water re-
quirement, last May, NBC News 
reported the City Council of Mesa, 
Arizona, approved an $800 mil-

lion data center warehouse that 
required about 1.25 million gallons 
of water each day to keep it run-
ning in a region where fresh water 
was already in high demand.

“This has been the driest 12 
months in 126 years,” said Mesa 
Vice Mayor Jenn Duff, the only 
member of the council who op-
posed the data center. “We are on 
red alert, and I think data centers 
are an irresponsible use of our 
water.”

Another issue with data centers 
is the amount of electricity they 
use. Last week, the Virginia Mer-
cury reported Dominion Energy 
anticipates possible problems 
supplying electricity to data cen-
ters in eastern Loudon County this 

spring. As a result, the state’s De-
partment of Environmental Qual-
ity is proposing to ease certain air 
emissions rules for those facilities 
to allow them to get extra power 
from generators.

Upcoming public hearings on 
data centers in Stafford County 
should also help illustrate how the 
facilities could generate revenue 
for the county.

In an effort to draw data center 
business to the region, about four 
years ago Fredericksburg and the 
counties of Stafford, King George, 
Caroline and Spotsylvania each 
set their tax rate for computers 
and other “peripherals” within 
data centers at just $1.25 for every 
$100 of assessed value. Stafford’s 

Commissioner of the Revenue 
Scott Mayausky said data centers 
have already proven themselves as 
a successful revenue generator in 
Loudoun.

“The tax revenue that they 
generate from data centers has 
exceeded their real estate tax rev-
enue,” Mayausky said. “We would 
never have to worry about fund-
ing another school or building 
another road.”

No matter how Stafford fares, 
Virginia is embracing a future full 
of data centers. Late last month, 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin announced 
Amazon Web Services plans to 
invest $35 billion by 2040 in the 
state to establish multiple data 
center campuses. Amazon, one 

of the largest private-sector em-
ployers in Virginia, already occu-
pies much of the business corri-
dor along Centreport Parkway in 
southern Stafford.

County supervisors and the 
Planning Commission recently 
studied the possibility of solar 
facilities coming to the county, 
along with the impact those fa-
cilities might have on county res-
idents. Bohmke said she’d like to 
conduct a similar study with the 
Planning Commission on data 
centers in the near future.

“We would hate to have a sit-
uation where our residents don’t 
have any water because the data 
center sucked it all out,” Bohmke 
said.

recruit and retain school-based 
psychologists, counselors and 
social workers by providing re-
sources and training. 

It will enable smaller school 
divisions such as Fredericks-
burg to create more professional 
development opportunities for 
mental health service providers 

and administrators so they can 
better support staff and stu-
dents, she said. 

“I feel really fortunate to be 
one of the divisions that will 
receive this,” Wyatt said. 

Wyatt said Fredericksburg has 
a large population of English 
language learners and homeless 
students — groups that require 
more support before they are 
able to flourish academically. 

In addition, she said she has 

observed that students return-
ing to in-person school after 
the pandemic are having a more 
difficult time navigating social 
relationships. 

“Kids are having a harder time 
expressing themselves face to 
face,” Wyatt said.

This year, city schools are ben-
efiting from a grant through the 
Rappahannock Area Community 
Services Board that provides for 
a licensed clinical social worker 

to work students. 
The therapist provides ser-

vices to 26 students at the el-
ementary, middle and high 
schools. Wyatt said this part-
nership has been tremendously 
beneficial for the school division 
and that new grant will create 
similar partnerships. 

“We are in the business of 
educating the whole child and 
that includes their social func-
tioning as well as their academic 

functioning,” she said. “We need 
resources to support the aca-
demic and emotional needs of 
the child. It only benefits us as 
society.”

More details about how the 
grant will be used for Fredericks-
burg city schools will come in the 
next few months, Wyatt said. 

adele uphaus: 540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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