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SECOND FRONT
A historic cemetery in Isle of 
Wight is looking better thanks 
to some area Boy Scouts. 
Learn about their efforts.

— See page 7

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Teachers feel very uneasy right now. … They are 
literally backing away from teaching things that 
might fall under this.”
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— Isle of Wight County Schools 
Deputy Superintendent Susan Goetz

On teachers’ reaction to a School Board effort to remove “divisive” 
content from classrooms
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7
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Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Staff report

The Smithfield Times and 
Schoolhouse Museum are team-
ing up for the newspaper’s 
third annual Black History 
Month Essay Contest.

The contest is for high 

school students in Isle of Wight 
and Surry.

Public, private and home-
schooled students in grades 
9-12 are invited to submit es-
says that address the ques-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Virginia National Guard 1st 
Lt. Caron Nazario’s lawyers 
have asked U.S. District Court 
Judge Roderick Young to disre-

gard a jury’s decision last week 
to award the guardsman $3,685 – 
far less than the $1 million-plus 
requested – after they found a 
former Windsor police officer 
liable for assaulting him and a 
second officer liable for illegally 

searching Nazario’s car.
On Jan. 20, attorney Jona-

than Arthur, who represented 
Nazario in the five-day trial 
alongside co-counsel Thomas 
Roberts, filed a post-trial motion 
asking the court for “judgment 

notwithstanding” the verdict, or 
in the alternative, “a new trial 
on the merits on all claims,” 
excluding the assault and illegal 
search.

According to the American 
Bar Association, a motion for 

judgment notwithstanding a 
verdict asks the judge to rule 
for the losing party despite the 
decision of the jury.

A nine-member jury issued 
a unanimous verdict on Jan. 17 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s School 
Board is set to vote in February 
on a revised capital improvements 
plan, which restores school security 
upgrades as its top priority.

In 2022, in the wake of the May 
24 mass shooting at Robb Elemen-
tary in Uvalde, Texas, Isle of Wight 
County Schools staff proposed 
redesigning all nine school lobbies 
to include “vestibules” starting next 
school year. The term refers to an 
enclosed area at a school’s main 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s School 
Board inched closer to a compro-
mise on a proposal to remove “di-
visive” content from the school 
system’s curriculum.

The board discussed the pro-
posed policy change for over an 

hour at a Jan. 19 work session.
In December, board member 

Mark Wooster proposed what he 
termed a “more comprehensive” 
version of a state-mandated pol-
icy intended to allow parents to 
opt their children out of “sexual-
ly explicit” instructional materi-
als. Wooster’s proposal, which 
had initially proposed banning 

content deemed sexually explicit 
or “inherently divisive,” drew 
fierce opposition at the board’s 
Jan 12 meeting from students 
and teachers who condemned the 
move as “censorship.”

The Virginia General Assem-
bly passed legislation in 2022 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

On the floor in the chancel 
of St. Luke’s Historic Church 
& Museum – Virginia’s oldest 
surviving brick church – lie two 
basalt gravestones, each likely 
imported from England in the 
late 17th century.

One is engraved with the 
circa-1686 epitaph “Sacred to 
the memory of the Hon. Jo-

seph Bridger Esq., councel 
(sic) of state in Virginia to King 
Charles.” The other, dated 1696, 
reads, “Here lyeth the Body of 
Anne Randall.”

Elaine Powell, a 12th gener-
ation descendant of Bridger, is 
now hoping the Smithsonian 
Institution can help shed some 
light on a nearly 130-year-old 
mystery.

What actually happened to 
her ancestor’s bones?

When Smithsonian person-
nel worked with the Bridger 
Family Association in 2007 to 
exhume and study Bridger’s 
remains, they found only the 
top of his skull, his jaw and a 
few other bones. The remain-
ing 80% of Bridger’s remains 
weren’t three miles away at his 
former White Marsh plantation, 
where he’d originally been 
interred.

Doug Owsley, a Smithsonian 

curator, believes the remaining 
bones may have been mistaken-
ly interred with Randall, who, 
according to Powell, was an 
aunt of Bridger’s wife, Hester 
Pitt. Owsley’s theory is that 
gravediggers may have mixed 
up Bridger’s and Randall’s 
bones in 1894 while hastily 
relocating the two gravesites 
following a storm that damaged 

Bones beneath St. Luke’s may solve 
Bridger family’s 130-year-old mystery

Nazario lawyers seek new trial

School 
security 

priority in 
capital plan

School Board continues 
‘divisive’ content policy talks

Black History Month 
Essay Contest returns
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield Foods has provided 
funding to bring singer-songwriter 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 
to Isle of Wight County.

Parton’s Imagination Library 
mails free, age-appropriate books 
each month to enrolled children 
from birth through age 5. Since its 
launch in 1995, the library has be-
come the flagship of The Dollywood 
Foundation, a nonprofit program, 
and has given away nearly 200 
million books in the United States, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Aus-
tralia and Ireland.

“On behalf of the Town of Smith-
field, we are so very happy with 
Smithfield Foods’ dedication to 
the Dolly Parton Imagination Li-
brary,” said Smithfield Mayor Steve 

Dolly’s
Library
coming

Archeologist Matt Tuttle holds up a bone fragment pulled from 
the grave of Anne Randall. Roughly 20% of Col. Joseph Bridger’s 
remains were interred beneath a basalt gravestone in St. Luke’s 
Church. Where the other 80% are remains a mystery.
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the church.
This week, Smithsonian 

representatives and Bridger 
family descendants arrived 
at St. Luke’s to put Ows-
ley’s theory to the test by ex-
huming Randall’s gravesite. 
Shortly after 10 a.m. on Jan. 
23, the Smithsonian person-
nel lifted a sheet of plywood 
to reveal a 2-foot-deep hole 
adjacent to Randall’s grave-
stone.

“Our hope and prayers 
are that the remains of Jo-
seph Bridger will be, along 
with Anne Randall’s re-
mains, under that wood right 
there,” Powell said.

Smithsonian excavators, 
Owsley explained, had dug 
sideways through the brick 
vault beneath the basalt slab 
to avoid having to lift the 
stone and risking it break-
ing. Inside, Owsley and his 
team found wooden frag-
ments he believes to be from 
Randall’s original coffin – 
and a piece of Randall’s skull 
known as the cranial vault.

Since Bridger’s cranial 
vault had been among the 
pieces exhumed in 2007, “we 
know that it’s going to be 
hers,” Owlsey said.

Archeologist Matt Tuttle 
and an assistant spent the 
next several minutes extract-
ing the fragments of bone 
and wood.

Karin Bruwelheide, a bi-
ological anthropologist with 
the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Natural History, 
began examining some of 
the larger bone fragments 
on site. The fragments, she 
said, are consistent with an 
older woman.

“We have a hard time see-
ing things right now because 
they’re so fragile and there’s 
a lot of dirt,” Bruwelheide 
said.

One piece, she noted, ap-
peared to be merged with 
a scrap of paper – possibly 
newsprint. She speculated 
that when the remains were 
exhumed and reburied in 
1894, the coffin may have 
been lined with newspaper.

Owsley said based on 
what the team had exhumed 
so far, he was only seeing one 
person’s remains – not two 
as he’d originally theorized. 
But even if only Randall’s 
remains are recovered, and 
the whereabouts of Bridger’s 
bones remains a mystery, 
Owsley said he’d still be 
“very excited” about the 
insight the dig will give into 

high-status women in 17th 
century Isle of Wight Coun-
ty.

Bridger played 
prominent role in 
Bacon’s Rebellion

While much is known 
about Bridger’s life, little is 
known about Randall’s.

Bridger, according to 
St. Luke’s Executive Direc-
tor Todd Ballance, was the 
chief patron who helped 
finance the construction of 
the church. Oral history of 
the region dates the church 
to 1632, though historians 
and archeologists, according 
to St. Luke’s website, now 
suggest a completion date 
between 1685 and 1687.

Bridger was also a close 
ally of then-Gov. Sir Wil-
liam Berkeley, and played a 
prominent role in quashing 
the 1676 uprising known as 
Bacon’s Rebellion.

Nathaniel Bacon, accord-
ing to the National Park Ser-
vice’s website, was resentful 
of Berkeley’s denying him a 
commission as leader of the 
local militia and had led un-
authorized raids against sev-
eral Native American tribes. 
During the uprising, Bacon 
and his supporters burned 
Jamestown and occupied the 
homestead of Arthur Allen 
in neighboring Surry Coun-
ty for four months, resulting 
in the Jacobean-style brick 
home now being known as 
Bacon’s Castle.

Bacon died of bloody lice 
on Oct. 26, 1676, and the re-
bellion soon after failed for 
lack of a new leader. Bridger 
died 10 years later at age 58 
from “dry gripes” – a Colo-
nial-era term for heavy metal 
poisoning from lead-based 
dinnerware.

‘A woman of 
remarkable 

means’
Randall, however, wasn’t 

even known to be related 
to Bridger as of the 2007 
exhumation, according to 
Powell. Randall, she noted, 
had married four times but 
produced no children.

“We don’t know her 
maiden surname, but she 
was married to a Pitt at one 
time,” Powell said.

Randall is “a complicated 
story,” Ballance said.

She at one point became 
a ward living under Bridg-
er’s roof at his White Marsh 
plantation. There’s no “clear 
evidence” to support Pow-
ell’s contention that Randall 
was Bridger’s aunt-in-law, 
Ballance said.

Now that Randall’s body 
has been exhumed, “we hope 
that through some DNA 
analysis of her bones … we 
can find out how she perhaps 
is related,” Ballance said.

That Randall was buried 
beneath a basalt slab – origi-
nally intended for Bridger’s 
wife, Hester, according to 
Powell – is itself unusual, 
Ballance said.

The popularity of this 
style of tombstone, Ballance 
said, existed in the English 
tradition for only about 80 
years, starting around the 
1680s. That her family would 
have purchased the stone 
from England, likely had 
it carved in England, and 
then brought overseas to 
Virginia, indicates she was 
a “woman of remarkable 
means.”

“For a woman, period, it’s 
a rarity,” Ballance said.

That any of her remains 
survived the highly acidic 
soil of the Chesapeake and 
Tidewater region is “also 
extremely remarkable,” he 
said.

This week’s exhumation 
is the result of months of be-
hind-the-scenes work on the 
part of St. Luke’s, the Bridger 
family and the Smithsonian.

In December, St. Luke’s 
published public notices 
throughout the month in The 
Smithfield Times that the 
church was seeking a Vir-
ginia Department of Historic 
Resources permit to conduct 
archeological investigations 
involving the removal and 
re-interment of human re-
mains.

“We had to make sure 
that there were no concerns 
or apprehensions about ex-
huming these remains,” 
Ballance said.

The church also had to 
secure permitting by the 
Department of Historic Re-
sources’ cemetery division 
and historic easement divi-
sion, since a portion of the 
church property is protected 
under a state easement, as 
well as written endorsement 
from the Bridger Family 
Association and the endorse-
ment of Isle of Wight County.

• Continued from p. 1

Bones
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A common sight in the changing landscape of Isle of Wight, this dirt mover 
achieved “king of the mountain” status on Benns Church Boulevard in 
Smithfield. (Submitted photo by Raymond Foster)

Photo of the Week
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