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Despite local lobbying, 
bill to boost state funding 
for county schools fails

Planners consider 
simplifying language in 
zoning ordinance  Page 6

Schools 
su� er 
$1 million 
setback

BY RANDY RIELAND
For Foothills Forum

Rappahannock County Public 
Schools (RCPS) su� ered a setback last 
week in its e� ort to boost the � nancial 
support it receives from the state.

The Virginia Senate’s Finance and 
Appropriations Committee voted to 
shelve a bill that would have removed 
a cap that has restricted a portion of 
the school district’s funding from the 
state. The same legislation, H.B.1443, 
had passed by a 100-0 vote in the ma-
jority-Republican House of Delegates.

The measure would have raised the 
state’s contribution to the RCPS bud-
get by more than $1 million. But the 
Senate committee iced it by a 10-6 vote, 

Not hiding from history

See PLANNING, Page 13
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Commission stipulates annual 
review, no loud music or buses 

Low-fare rides for 
seniors, residents 
with disabilities
Agency o� ering trips to medical 
appointments from $5 to $20. 16

Waiting for details of Rush 
River’s looks, housing  Page 6

Health district bringing 
vaccine to Rapp  Page 8

Planners give 
cautious nod 
to new brewery

BY RACHEL NEEDHAM
Rappahannock News Sta� 

 The Rappahannock County Broadband Authority 
is racing against the clock to meet a � ling deadline for 
state funding through the Virginia Telecommunica-

tions Initiative (VATI). The county must submit a 
notice of application by July 27 and formalize the ap-
plication by September 14.

During the public comment period at Monday’s 
meeting,  Piedmont resident Mark Anderson called at-
tention to the challenge of meeting the application re-
quirements with so little information at hand. “Some-
one’s going to go through a lot of pain and stress over 
those seven weeks to try and get that together. … To 
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 State, federal funds possible; 
Shentel fl oats plan for expanded 
service  — and more towers

See EPIDEMIC, Page 12

See BROADBAND, Page 15

Morgan McKinney celebrates 
a major milestone
� e Rappahannock resident graduates 
as Lord Fairfax Community College’s 
Outstanding Graduate for the 
Fauquier Campus. 8

Broadband prospects gaining steam? 
The stealth 

epidemic
While the focus has been on 

COVID-19, drug overdose deaths 
in the state spike to record levels

A RAPP NEWS/FOOTHILLS FORUM 
SPECIAL REPORT

BY RANDY RIELAND
For Foothills Forum

A ddiction, it’s said, thrives in privacy.
So as everything began to shut down in 

March 2020, and isolation became a way 
of life during the pandemic, people in the 

treatment world saw trouble ahead. Recovery in 
normal times is hard enough. Recovery alone is rife 
with peril.

They were right to be apprehensive. According 
to the Virginia Department of Health, more 
people died of 
drug overdoses in 
the state during 
2020 than in any 
previous year, a total of 2,297. That’s a 41% increase 
from 2019, which had already set a record.

“The pandemic has had a devastating impact,” 
said Jan Brown, executive director of SpiritWorks 
Foundation Center for the Soul, which operates a 
recovery center in Warrenton. “We’ve seen more 
people relapsing. We’ve seen more deaths because 
of the isolation. People are using alone. Help can’t 
get to them in time.”

Whatever progress had been made in what had 
been seen as one of the country’s top public health 
crises — the opioid addiction epidemic — has been 
eroded by the more pervasive threat of COVID-19. 

COVID’s HIDDEN TOLLCOVID’s COVID’s 

Morgan McKinney celebrates 

� e Rappahannock resident graduates 
as Lord Fairfax Community College’s 

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

‘A happy, joyful place to be’ during unsettled times 
Jenny Kapsa was crowned the “Coro-No-No” queen of Wonderful Wednesdays, as the school activity wound 
down. “Coronavirus is real and is scary and the fear of it I believe can cause a lot of anxiety for these young people 
… but we also tried to make the situation as fun as we could.” Kapsa said.  See story on Page 16

BY JAMES IVANCIC
Special to the Rappahannock News

Following a public hearing on Wednesday, June 
16, the Rappahannock County Planning Commission 
recommended approval of a special exception ap-
plication to allow a new brewery and beer garden to 
operate in Sperryville. The backing came in a 6-1 vote 
with Piedmont District Commissioner Mary Kather-
ine Ishee voting against the application of Veditz & 
Co. Brewing. The application now moves on to the 
county’s Board of Supervisors.

If the supervisors approve the application, Veditz 
& Co. would become the third brewery in Sperryville. 
The village is already home to Hopkins Ordinary on 
Main Street and Pen Druid on Sperryville Pike. 

The vote followed a protracted discussion about 
concerns over whether the 24-car parking lot for cus-
tomers and sta�  was large enough or if it could be 
overwhelmed and lead visitors to resort to parking 
alongside Route 211. The proximity of the proposed 

BY BOB HURLEY
For Foothills Forum

A deli in Sperryville? Maybe. A full-service 
grocery store? Highly unlikely. How about a 
community gathering space? Perhaps.  

These are a few possibilities raised by the newly 
released community study, “Sperryville’s Economy: 
Envisioning Its Future.” 

The study was sponsored by the Sperryville 
Community Alliance (SCA), a nonpro� t group of 
local business leaders and community members. 
The volunteer organization sponsors community 
activities such as the SperryFest duck race on the 

Thornton River, concerts and walking trails. Last 
week, in partnership with the Rappahannock 
Association for Arts and Community, SCA it held 
its � rst ‘Third Thursday’ summer concert series in 
Sperryville’s River District. The event was widely 
attended by Sperryville and county residents.

Over a year in the making, and delayed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the study outlines an 
“economic envisioning plan” aimed at fostering 
community interaction, boosting the local retail 
economy, increasing tourism and managing 

See SPERRYVILLE, Page 12

Sperryville study recommends 
‘a vision for the future’

FILE PHOTO BY RAY BOC

� e study credits events like 2019’s SperryFest with helping to build community but, “We need 
to fi nd new ways to connect with each other,” said SCA president Kerry Sutten.

BY JULIA SHANAHAN
Rappahannock News sta�  

W
hile Tim and Phoebe 
Kilby were growing 
up, they had little 
knowledge of their 
family’s slaveholding 

past around Rappahannock 
County — a sharp contrast from 
the childhood of Betty Kilby, 
who fought to integrate the 
Warren County school district as 
a Black 13-year-old.

For Betty, a descendant of 
slaves, her family’s history 
was almost inescapable. “My 
grandfather lived in a shack,” 
she said. “[The history] was in 
our face.”

The Kilby’s family history 
dates back to the early 1700s 
when John Kilby settled in the 
British Colony of Virginia in 
Culpeper County. John Kilby’s 
descendants enslaved men, 
women, and children of African 
descent from the early 1770s to 
1865. Research by the present-
day Kilbys revealed church 
and court records with basic 
descriptions of three generations 
of enslaved persons, some of 
whom were forced to work in 
Rappahannock and surrounding 
counties.

See KILBY, Page 12

A local family’s 
journey tracing an 

inescapable lineage 
of slavery, and their 
e� orts to confront  it

COURTESY OF TIM KILBY

Simon Kilby, circa 1915. He was among three generations of enslaved Kilbys in 
Rappahannock and neighboring counties.

Appreciating the
squirrel circus
Pam Owen on our smart, 
focused, athletic, o� en greedy and 
devious, persistent and downright 
entertaining friends.   Page 16
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HISTORY

KILBY
From Page 1

Both white and Black Kilby 
descendants have migrated and settled 
along the Northern Neck region in 
Virginia, as well as areas in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, New 
York, and other southern states. 
Genealogical testing has con� rmed 
the biological relationship between 
European American and African 
American Kilbys.

“Being so close to that history and 
growing up [in Rappahannock], it was 
something that I really wanted to learn 
as much as I could,” said Tim Kilby. 
“I never probed a lot to my aunts and 
uncles and my father about the family 
history.”

Tim grew up in Rappahannock 
County on the Kilby Farm located near 
Sperryville. His parents owned that 
property until 1987 when he and his 
sister decided to sell it following their 
parents’ death. The property where 
Betty’s family was enslaved is near F.T. 
Valley Road.

In 1980, a woman knocked on the 
door of Tim's mother, saying she was 
doing research on her family in the 
area and suspected her Black line of 
Kilby descendants were related to the 
white line of Kilbys. Tim said that 
because there was no internet at 
the time, it was di�  cult to do in-
depth research on his family tree.

That was until 2014 when he 
retired and did a simple Google 
search, � nding his � rst cousin 
Phoebe Kilby whom he hadn’t 
talked to in more than 40 years. 
He saw a news article about 
Phoebe making connections with 
Betty — a Black woman whose 
ancestors were enslaved by Tim 
and Phoebe’s family.

‘Hello cousin’
Phoebe Kilby went to the 

Rappahannock County Historical 
Society in 2006 to learn more 
about her family tree, not knowing 
the extent to which her family had 
enslaved people.

That’s when she found Betty 
Kilby, who grew up in Warren 
County, and Phoebe said she had 
strong suspicions that Betty was 
descended from people Phoebe’s 
family enslaved. Phoebe was 
working at Eastern Mennonite 
University in Harrisonburg, and 
a program called “Coming to the 
Table” was meeting on campus.

The group began in 2006 
with the mission of connecting 
individuals to their own history in 
slavery and providing resources to 
help heal. Phoebe said this group 
illustrated a model for how she 
could approach Betty, so Phoebe 
decided to send Betty an email on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day in 2007, 
hoping to have a conversation and 
piece together more of their family 
story.

Phoebe promptly received a 
response, with the opening line: 
“Hello cousin.”

Betty was already traveling 
around the country selling her 
� rst book, Wit, Will & Walls, which 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TIM KILBY

Above: Betty Kilby Baldwin (second 
from le� ), Tim Kilby, Phoebe Kilby, 
and Rev. James M. Kilby. � e family 
was joined by Betty's other family 
members and grandchildren.

details her role in a lawsuit as a 13-year-
old plainti�  —  Betty Ann Kilby v. 
Warren County Board of Education — 
following the landmar k U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka and ultimately 
resulted in an integrated school system 
for Warren County.

“I was selling and signing my book 
‘Wit, Will, & Walls’ and telling kids 
about love and forgiveness, and so I 
would have been a hypocrite had I not 
reached back with a warm hand,” said 
Betty Kilby.

Betty invited Phoebe to a Christmas 
dinner with her family in Front Royal 
for an introduction. 

“I called up my family members one 
by one who were supposed to come to 
the dinner, and I explained to them this 
crazy thing that I'd done with inviting 
the slaveholding family to our family 
dinner,” Betty said.

Betty and Phoebe hit it o� . The 
dinner sparked a lasting relationship, 
and the two went on to coauthor 
a book called “Cousins,” with the 
proceeds going toward a scholarship 
fund for Black students who are 
descendants of enslaved Kilbys.

Tim Kilby published his own book, 
“Gourdvine Black and White,” 
which details “the history, 

Kilby descendants were related to the 

Le� : 1865 court document 
identifying enslaved woman 
Juliet, Betty Kilby Baldwin’s great, 
great grandmother, and her four 
enslaved children by name: “. 
. . Juliet who has given birth to 
several children to wit Simon, 
John, James, and Sarah.”
RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE VIA TIM KILBY
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By Holly Jenkins
Special to the Rappahannock News

R
appahannock County Public Schools 
welcomed authors and cousins Betty Kilby 
Baldwin and Phoebe Kilby on Feb. 15. During 
a school-wide assembly at the high school, 
the special guests shared their family story, 

which began in Rappahannock County in the 
1800s. Students attentively listened as Phoebe 
described researching her family's history and 
eventually finding and connecting with her cousin, 
Betty. She explained to the audience that her first 
introduction email to Betty was on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 

Within her email, she referenced Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s speech by including the quote “a dream 
that… the sons of former slaves and slave owners 
will be able to sit down together at the table of 
Brotherhood.” She added, “Perhaps, we as daughters 
can contribute to fulfilling [that] dream.” Since that 
time, both Phoebe and Betty have been working 
together to promote this message of peace.

Betty shared a remarkable story of her father's 
courage to sue the Warren County School Board 
to allow her to attend the high school following 
the Supreme Court's ruling in Brown vs. Board of 
Education. This case, Betty Ann Kilby et. al. v. the 
County School Board of Warren County, Virginia, 
ultimately led to the school integration, allowing 
Betty and 22 other Black students to attend the 
Warren County High School in 1959. 

RCHS students learned how Betty and Phoebe 
worked together in 2011 to erect a historical marker 
on the grounds of the former high school (now 

biography, and genealogy 
of one family divided 

into two by race and the time 
in which they lived.” His book 
also tells the story of the three 
generations of enslaved Kilbys 
— Sarah, Juliet Ann, Simon, 
John, James, young Sarah, and 
Bettie. The proceeds from Tim’s 
book are also donated to the 
scholarship fund.

The legacy  
of slavery

Betty’s great, great 
grandmother Juliet was 
enslaved on a farm in Culpeper 
County, where a 200-year-old 
sycamore tree and leftover 
farmhouse rubble remain. 
Some of the present-day Kilby’s 
visited this site with a Netflix 
film crew for a documentary, 
“Stories of a Generation with 
Pope Francis.”

“I had some small stones 
that I had engraved the slave’s 
names on, and we had a little 
ceremony where we laid the 
stones among the big roots at 
the bottom of the tree to honor 
the enslaved people,” said 
Phoebe Kilby. The piece of land 
is just over the Rappahannock 
County line, and it was 
discovered in Tim’s research.

The legacy of slavery in 
Betty’s family did not end with 
emancipation. Betty’s father 
worked in sharecropping, 
which Betty called only “a step 

above slavery.” She said he was 
given 24 acres and “a rundown 
shack.”

Sharecropping occurred 
during the Jim Crow era, where 
predominantly Black, poor 
farmers were given access to 
small plots of land. But rather 
than paying rent in cash, they 
were required to give a portion 
of the crop yield back to the 
landowner. Sharecroppers 
often could not make enough 
income to purchase the land or 
start a savings account, leaving 
many Black families with little 
to no generational wealth.

Because of this, Betty said 
education was important to 
her father. “He felt as though if 
we didn't get a good education, 
people would always be taking 
advantage of us,” she said.

When Betty was 13, her 
father enrolled her in an all-
white high school in Warren 
County shortly after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling on 
Brown v. Board of Education. 
Betty’s name was entered as 

the plaintiff, and after a lawsuit, she 
was attending school alongside white 
classmates.

“I say that death would have been 
more humane than going to that 
school day after day, year after year,” 
said Betty, detailing the torment her 
and other Black students received at 
the hands of their white peers. But 
despite the odds, Betty graduated high 
school on time.  

Betty said her family’s history was 
hard to ignore while she was growing 
up. She said she would hide under 
furniture while the adults in her 
family discussed their past, saying 
she had her “nosy ways” of attaining 
knowledge.

Tim Kilby grew up in 
Rappahannock County and attended 
high school around the same time as 
Betty, but just a county over. He said 
he had an aunt who kept some old 
family photos and knew a little about 
their history, but he said it was hardly 
ever talked about.

“Sweeping it under the rug and 
hiding that history — that was 
something that brought up both 
anger in me, but also shame about 
what these ancestors did,” Tim said.

Tim and Phoebe said their form 
of “personal reparations” include 
maintaining their scholarship fund 
for Kilby descendants across the 
country, and also acknowledging and 
sharing their family’s history, albeit 
ugly.

“African American history has 
always been pushed to the side,” 
Betty said. “That's why we have Black 
History Month — we've never really 
celebrated Black history.”

Sharing a remarkable story with a new generation

BY HOLLY JENKINS

Phoebe Kilby and Betty Kilby Baldwin posed with two of their cousins, Tim Kilby and William Kilby, 
moments before an assembly at Rappahannock County High School last week.

Warren County Middle School), which names Betty's 
father, James W. Kilby, for his pivotal role in the 
school's integration.

Following a community meet and greet event at 
Before & After, Betty and Phoebe returned to RCPS to 

present to students in grades fourth through seventh 
at the elementary school. The two assemblies were 
in honor of Black History Month and were made 
possible by the school’s justice, equity, diversity and 
inclusivity team and the PATH Foundation.

“Sarah’s Brick” with a 
handprint found at the 
plantation site. There is 
no definitive evidence 
proving this is slave Sarah 
Kilby’s handprint, but 
circumstantial evidence 
(time, place where it was 
found, known person at 
the location and handprint 
size) suggests it could be 
Sarah’s.


