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SECOND FRONT
Smithfi eld High School senior Everyonna Wil-
liams stepped out to fi ll a big void in extracurric-
ular options for Isle of Wight County students. 
The Royal Infl uence majorette dance team has 
grown to 30 members, representing Smithfi eld 
from Hampton Roads to Washington, D.C.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Last election we heard loud and clear from the 
constituency that they wished to have these 
meetings livestreamed.”
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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The Suffolk chapter of The Links Inc., a public service organization founded in 1946, hosted its seventh annual “Go 
Red” heart health event at Covenant Place Apartments in Smithfield on Feb. 13. The event provides senior citizens 
with a hot meal, gifts and information on heart health. February is American Heart Month. Covenant Place is sponsored 
by Main Street Baptist Church. Pictured from left are Duanne Hoffler-Foster, Links Chapter Co-Chair of Health and 
Human Services Dr. Charlene Britt, Hazel Edwards, Felicia Deloatch, Gayle Sencer-Ridley, Links Chapter President 
Vicky Wiggins-Pittman, Links Chapter Chair of Health and Human Services Dr. Gloria Johnson-Spruiell, Patricia Lynn 
Richards-Spruill and Pamela Jones-Watford.

Going red for heart health

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Isle of  Wight Coun-
ty School Board has officially 
scrapped its plans to name Smith-
field High School’s career and 
technical education building 
for former Superintendent Jim 

Thornton.
The board had relied upon 

a March 2015 policy designated 
FFA, which stated “no school will 
be named for a living individual” 
when announcing in June and 
voting in September to name the 
building the “Thornton Career 
Center” for the recently retired 

but still living Thornton.
After several months of con-

troversy over the decision, School 
Board Attorney Pakapon “Pak” 
Phinyowattanachip concluded 
in December that the March 
2015 version of the policy was 
“incorrect” after noting another 
vote had occurred June 11, 2015, 

which enacted a different version 
of the policy adding the words 
“or school facility” to the prohi-
bition on naming buildings for 
living people. Then-School Board 
candidate Mark Wooster and 
Smithfield High School parent 
Heidi Swartz had presented The 
Smithfield Times with records in 

October noting the June 11, 2015 
vote on the alternate policy.

The board voted 3-2 on Feb. 9 
to readopt the June 2015 version 
after putting the policy through 
the two-month reauthorization 
process. Immediately follow-

School Board rescinds building renaming

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Feb. 7 marked the first time 
in Smithfield’s history that 
a Town Council meeting was 
livestreamed.

It won’t be the last time. 
Three tripods, each mounting 
a cellphone or iPad, will be a 
recurring sight at the governing 
body’s monthly meetings from 
now on.

The technology will allow 
anyone to watch a meeting as 
it’s happening from the comfort 
of their home or wherever they, 
and their internet-connected 
device, happen to be. To watch 
the meetings in real time, or 
after the fact, viewers should 
go to the “videos” tab on the 
town’s Facebook page at https://
tinyurl.com/2p8pnjzj.

“Last election we heard loud 
and clear from the constituency 
that they wished to have these 

meetings livestreamed,” said 
Mayor Steve Bowman.

Bowman had campaigned last 
fall on a platform of increased 
transparency, as had fellow 
council newcomer Jeff Brooks, 
both of whom won their seats 
in the November election. All 
five candidates running for four 
available seats had agreed at 
a September forum to support 
live-streaming council meetings.

Brooks had again broached 
the issue in January. At that 
time, Town Manager Michael 
Stallings said he’d been waiting 
on a price quote from Isle of 
Wight County for equipment 
that would be similar to the 
on-demand system that records 
and archives videos of Board of 
Supervisors meetings.

Stallings, on Feb. 7, attribut-
ed the less-costly cellphone and 
tripod solution to Steve Clark 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Isle of Wight County 
School Board voted 3-2 on Feb. 
9 to prohibit elementary and 
middle school students’ access 
to “sexually explicit” materials.

In December, newly elected 
School Board member Mark 
Wooster proposed what he termed 
a “more comprehensive” version 
of a state-mandated policy intend-
ed to allow parents to opt their 
children out of explicit materials.

The Virginia General Assem-

bly passed legislation in 2022 
requiring school boards to adopt 
policies by Jan. 1 that are “con-
sistent with” or “more com-
prehensive than” new Virginia 
Department of Education model 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County supervi-
sors are considering increasing 
their own pay, effective in 2024.

A 1998 state law set a maximum 
$7,000 salary for supervisors of 
counties with 25,000 to 49,999 
residents, but it allows raises of 
up to 5% per year to account for 
inflation.

Isle of Wight County, which 
had an estimated population of 
39,278 as of 2021 according to cen-
sus data, adopted an ordinance in 
2008 raising the minimum 5% to 
$11,402.26.

According to County Attorney 
Bobby Jones, the salary was raised 
again at some point during the 
past 15 years by roughly 3% to the 
current $11,744.

Supervisor Dick Grice, at the 
supervisors’ Feb. 2 meeting, pro-
posed an 8.9% raise to $12,800.

Since the amount would exceed 
the 5% allowed under the 1998 law, 
the supervisors would need to use 
an alternate process outlined in a 
state law that was last revised in 
2022, Jones said.

Rather than build the raise into 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Mayor Steve Bowman has 
proposed, and in one case al-
ready implemented, reforms to 

how Smithfield’s Town Council 
conducts closed meetings.

Virginia’s Freedom of Infor-
mation Act lists 54 exemptions 
to its requirement that govern-
mental meetings be open to the 

public. Local governing bodies 
are allowed, but not required, 
to meet privately provided 
they, while still in open session, 

‘People want to be here:’ 
Mayor pushes for 

closed-session reform

Smithfield begins 
livestreaming 

meetings

IW School Board bans ‘sexually 
explicit’ content

Vote to prohibit teaching on ‘systemic racism’ still pending

Isle of Wight 
supervisors 

mull pay raise

• See THORTON, p. 6

• See PAY, p. 7

• See REFORM, p. 8

• See LIVESTREAMING, p. 6 • See CONTENT, p. 8
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on your excellent academic 
performance during the fall 2022 
semester and for being placed on 
the Undergraduate Dean’s List 
at Regent University.

Your achievement is evidence 
of your ability and your hard 
work. We want you to know 
how proud we are of you and 
we wish you continued success!

BARBARA PARKER

Love, 
LaToya, Corey, James, Audrey, 
Mya, and Alexis

Congratulations
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policies, which require 
schools to provide parents 
at least 30 days’ notice of us-
ing any explicit materials. 
The law defines “sexually 
explicit” to mean any “lewd 
exhibition of nudity,” or 
any image or description of 
“sexual excitement, sexual 
conduct, sadomasochistic 
abuse, coprophilia, urophil-
ia, bestiality or fetishism.”

The School Board had 
voted in November, be-
fore Wooster took office, 
to incorporate the model 
policy language into an 
existing policy designated 
IIA. The latest version of 
IIA adopted on Thursday 
goes beyond parental notifi-
cation and states the school 
system now “restricts the 
use of sexually explicit 
materials” for preschool 
through eighth grade.

An earlier  draft  of 
Wooster’s Policy IIA chang-
es, which went before the 
School Board for a first 
reading in January, had 
included a prohibition not 
only on “sexually explic-
it” materials but also any 
curriculum component 
deemed “inherently divi-
sive.” After the draft drew 
fierce opposition from stu-
dents and teachers who 
condemned the move as 
censorship, Wooster and 
newly elected board mem-
ber Jason Maresh agreed 
to strike the “inherently 
divisive” language from 
the Policy IIA draft and 
instead modify Policy INB, 
which deals with teaching 
controversial issues.

The draft Policy INB 
changes, which went to 
the School Board for a 
first reading on Thursday, 
would mandate teachers 
“not indoctrinate” students 
with “the belief that the 
United States, or any gov-
ernmental entity within 
the nation, perpetuates 
systemic racism.”

The change, however, 
didn’t reassure Smithfield 
High School history and 
government teacher Mat-
thew Ployd, who contended 
it would result in “a very 
whitewashed version of his-
tory and English” that “the 
authors of this amendment 
seem to desire from our 
schools.”

“Who decides or deter-
mines what’s indoctrina-
tion?” Ployd asked.

Matt  Burgess ,  who 
teaches government and 
history courses at Windsor 
High School, contended 
the Policy INB changes 
would “name teachers as 

the enemy.”
“I am not a Marxist, I 

am not a fascist, I am not 
a groomer, I do not teach 
Critical Race Theory,” Bur-
gess said, referring to the 
college-level legal theory, 
often abbreviated CRT, 
which argues American 
laws and institutions have 
perpetuated inequalities 
among minorities.

The two educators were 
among the 11 speakers 
during the meeting’s nearly 
45-minute public comment 
period on agenda items, 
eight of whom spoke in 
opposition to the proposed 
Policy INB changes. Laura 
Fletcher, who described 
herself as being a “mother 
of white children,” was 
among the speakers who 
urged the board to stay 
the course on policies IIA 
and INB.

“ M r .  M a r e s h ,  M r . 
Wooster, thank you for the 
courage you’ve shown in 
… protecting our children 
from the mire of world-
ly perversions barreling 
down on them long before 
their hearts and minds are 
ready to carry these bur-
dens,” Fletcher said.

Wooster and Maresh, 
who each won their seats 
in November, had cam-
paigned on platforms of 
opposition to “divisive” 
and “sexually explicit” ma-
terials. In 2021, Maresh and 
other parents took specific 
issue with Smithfield High 
School’s “Read Woke” chal-
lenge, which encouraged 
students to read social jus-
tice-themed books available 
at the school’s library.

Maresh, in a 2021 letter, 
contended the books “dis-
parage white people as priv-
ileged, inherently racist, 
oppressors.” Other parents 
had argued the books use of 
profanity and depictions of 
sex and rape were inappro-
priate for teenagers. The 
Read Woke challenge at 
Smithfield High has since 
ended, though the books 
remain available.

The adopted version 
of Policy IIA retains lan-
guage added in November 
requiring the school system 
to maintain a list of in-
structional materials with 
sexually explicit content 
by grade and subject on its 
website. The list is avail-
able via a linked spread-
sheet at https://www.iwcs.
k12.va.us/apps/pages/
parental_notification_in-
structional_materials. 

To date, the only book 
added to the list is George 

Orwell’s dystopian novel 
“1984,” which is taught in 
grades 9-12 advanced-place-
ment and dual-enrollment 
English courses.

The adopted version 
of Policy IIA states du-
al-enrollment courses are 
“exempt” from the policy’s 
restrictions since their con-
tent is controlled by the as-
sociated college offering the 
course, but doesn’t state the 
same for advanced-place-
ment courses.

Under the policy, par-
ents may still request to 
view a course syllabus be-
fore enrolling their stu-
dent in a dual-enrollment 
course, but “alternative 
assignments will not be 
provided.”

DE and AP courses each 
offer high school students 
the opportunity to earn 
college credits. With AP 
courses, the college cred-
it is contingent on a stu-
dent taking and passing an 
end-of-semester standard-
ized exam created by the 
College Board.

The College Board, 
which functions as the na-
tionwide overseeing orga-
nization for AP courses, 
has stated on its website 
that if schools censor re-
quired topics from their 
AP courses, the board will 
remove the AP designation 
from the course and its 
inclusion in the AP course 
ledger provided to colleges 
and universities. Students 
and teachers had argued 
in January that this could 
jeopardize students’ accep-
tance to colleges and any 
scholarships awarded.

Wooster, Maresh and 
Board Chairman John Col-
lick cast the three votes 

for the Policy IIA changes. 
Board members Denise 
Tynes and Michael Cun-
ningham made no state-
ments prior to casting their 
dissenting votes, but had 
each spoken in opposition 
to the Policy IIA changes at 
previous meetings.

Tynes,  in  January, 
contended the November 
version of Policy IIA had 
already allowed parents 
the option of reviewing 
and opting their children 
out of any content they 
find objectionable, without 
censoring the material for 
all students. Cunningham, 
in January, argued there 

are already filters installed 
on school-issued iPads and 
other electronic devices, 
which are designed to filter 
content by age-appropri-
ateness.

Tynes and Cunningham 
likewise objected to the 
proposed changes to Policy 
INB.

M a r e s h ,  h o w e v e r , 
pledged to “press forward 
with the spirit and intent 
of this policy” despite the 
pushback from teachers.

Maresh then equated 
the proposed restrictions 
on teaching controversial 
issues with an existing 
policy prohibiting teachers 

from using or distributing 
illegal drugs.

“I’m confident sitting up 
here saying we don’t have 
a teacher in Isle of Wight 
County Schools making 
drugs or selling them in the 
schools, but we’ve still got a 
policy. … If you’re not try-
ing to promote, instruct or 
advance an idea of anything 
that may be perceived as 
controversial, then this is 
a non-issue,” Maresh said.

The proposed changes 
to Policy INB will go for 
a second reading and will 
likely be voted upon at the 
board’s March 9 meeting.

• Continued from p. 1
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Reform
state the closed session’s pur-
pose and cite the applicable 
exemption.

Smithfield, for years, has 
ushered the public out of the 
council chamber and into 
the hallway of The Smith-
field Center during closed 
sessions, which have tra-
ditionally been held at the 
conclusion of the open-ses-
sion portion of the Town 
Council’s monthly meetings.

At the council’s Feb. 7 
meeting, rather than asking 
the public to leave, Bowman 
asked the council members 
to accompany him to a near-
by room.

“I think that certain peo-
ple want to be here when 
we come back out of closed 
session,” Bowman said.

The Feb. 7 closed session, 
which lasted for just over 30 
minutes, was for the stated 
purpose of “discussion, con-
sideration, or interview of 
prospective candidates for 
employment; assignment, 
appointment, promotion, 
performance, demotion, 
salaries, disciplining, or 
resignation of specific pub-
lic officers, appointees, or 
employees of any public 
body” and “discussion or 
consideration of the acqui-
sition of real property for a 
public purpose, or of the dis-
position of publicly held real 
property, where discussion 
in an open meeting would 
adversely affect the bargain-
ing position or negotiating 
strategy of the public body” 
as allowed under state law.

Upon returning to open 

session, the council an-
nounced that Town Treasur-
er Ellen Minga had resigned 
and directed Town Manager 
Michael Stallings to adver-
tise for a replacement.

“On behalf of the Smith-
field Town Council and 
Staff, we extend our heart-
felt thanks to Ellen Minga 
for her many years of ded-
icated service to the Town 
of Smithfield and its resi-
dents,” Stallings stated in a 
Feb. 10 press release. “Ms. 
Minga has resigned her posi-
tion effective March 31, 2023. 
Ms. Minga has served as the 
Town’s Treasurer for twenty 
years. Her dedication to the 
Town of Smithfield for the 
past two decades has helped 
Smithfield become what it 
is today.”

Bowman has also pro-
posed moving closed ses-
sions from the end of each 
meeting to the beginning.

“As the chair, I do have 
a little bit of purview over 
the agenda,” Bowman said. 
“I don’t like that the closed 
sessions are being held as 
the last item.”

Currently, Town Council 
meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. 
on the first Tuesday of ev-
ery month. Town Manager 
Michael Stallings couldn’t 
say as of Feb. 7 whether the 
change would entail the 
meetings starting earlier.

Isle of Wight County’s 
Board of Supervisors and 
School Board each begin 
their monthly meetings at 
5 p.m., hold an hour-long 
closed session, and recon-

vene for the public portion 
at 6 p.m.

Last fall, the Town Coun-
cil voted to commit up to $1.4 
million toward moving the 
Smithfield Farmers Market 
to former Smithfield Foods 
Chairman Joseph Luter 
III’s proposed “Grange at 
10Main” development and 
another $1 million to expand 
and upgrade the Joseph W. 
Luter Jr. Sports Complex on 
West Main Street named for 
Luter III’s father, after hold-
ing a closed session for the 
stated purpose of discussing 
“contract negotiations.”

Luter III had offered land 
and a $1 million contribution 
toward building a perma-
nent home for the market 
conditioned on the town and 
Isle of Wight County jointly 
raising another $2.7 million. 
According to former Mayor 
Carter Williams, the town 
had received a $3 million 
“private donation” to fund 
the Luter Sports Complex 
upgrades, conditioned on 
the town putting up an addi-
tional $1 million of taxpayer 
money.

At an October forum 
featuring the five Town 
Council candidates vying 
for four seats up for election 
in November, then-candi-
date Bowman asserted that 
closed-session discussions 
should be used “very judi-
ciously and only as a last 
resort,” and stated he would 
have opposed the closed ses-
sion that preceded the two $1 
million-plus votes.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight resi-
dents living near the 
county’s border with 
Suffolk can breathe a 
sigh of relief.

A proposed “borrow 
pit” whose developer 
had last year proposed 
using their street as the 
project’s access road is 
no longer planning to 
move forward with the 
project.

Suffolk city officials 
received notice from 
project developer Ryan 
Nelms last week that he 
would be withdrawing 
his request for a condi-
tional-use permit from 
the city. The requested 
permit had previously 
been set for a Feb. 15 
vote.

Borrow pits, as the 
mining operations are 
known, facilitate the 
extraction of sand from 
the ground. According 
to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Energy, most 
of the sand and gravel 
produced in Virginia is 
extracted from surface 
pits in the state’s coastal 

areas. Sand and gravel 
form natural aggregate, 
a main component in 
concrete and asphalt.

The project would 
have entailed creating 
two new pits – one 27 
acres and the other 12 
acres. Nelms had pro-
posed using 2.8 miles 
along Shady Pine Lane, 
a narrow residential 
road off Longview Drive 
on Isle of Wight’s side 
of the border, as the 
site’s legal ingress and 
egress easement for 
the estimated 40 to 60 
dump trucks that would 
visit the sites daily. A 
group of Isle of Wight 
residents living near 
the Suffolk border had 
made their presence 
known during the pub-
lic comment period at 
a meeting of the Isle of 
Wight County Planning 
Commission last year, 
only to learn that the 
county had no authority 
to block the developer’s 
plans since the project, 
save for its access road, 
would have been located 
entirely in Suffolk.

Isle of Wight officials 
had provided Suffolk’s 

Planning Commission 
last spring with pho-
tographs of two large 
trucks facing opposite 
directions on Longview 
t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e 
road’s insufficient clear-
ance to allow them to 
pass each other without 
at least one running off 
the road. Following the 
Suffolk Planning Com-
mission’s unanimous 
recommendation that 
the permit be denied, 
the matter was first to 
go to the City Council 
for a final vote in May 
but was repeatedly post-
poned for months. The 
last time the matter was 
scheduled for a vote, 
on Nov. 16, Nelms’ at-
torney, Whitt Harper, 
asked the council for 
another 90-day exten-
sion to address what he 
acknowledged as “legit-
imate concerns.”

Harper, speaking to 
The Smithfield Times 
by phone on Feb. 13, 
declined to comment 
on Nelms’ withdrawal 
of the requested permit, 
citing attorney-client 
privilege.

Developer scraps 
‘borrow pit’ plans on Isle 

of Wight-Suffolk line
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Progress
2023

COMING NEXT WEEK
Don’t miss our annual Prog-

ress edition on March 22. This 
year’s theme is “10 Reasons 

We Love Isle of Wight and 
Surry.” Enjoy reading about the 
people, places and institutions 

that make our community great.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Changing times have overwhelmed volunteer 
organizations across the nation.”

Volume 104 Number 11 Wednesday, March 15, 2023 75 cents

— Surry County offi cials
In a press release about disbandment 
of the Surry Volunteer Rescue Squad
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County educators 
are now barred from teaching stu-
dents about “systemic racism,” 
per a 3-2 School Board vote on 
March 9.

The vote changed the language 
of School Board Policy INB, which 
deals with teaching controversial 

issues. The adopted changes now 
explicitly assert “there is no sys-
temic racism or bigotry perpetu-
ated by the United States or any 
governmental entity.”

The assertion is one of seven 
principles teachers are now man-
dated to follow when instructing 
students. The other six state:

Parents have the sole responsi-
bility for guiding their children’s 

views on controversial topics.
Life should be viewed without 

bias or discrimination toward 
any individual or group based on 
their characteristics or identities.

No one is inherently a vic-
tim or oppressed, consciously 
or unconsciously, due to their 
race, skin color, gender, religion, 
national origin sex, medical con-
dition, age, marital status, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, mili-
tary status or disability.

A person’s value, success and 
moral character are not deter-
mined by their race, ethnicity 
or sex.

Socioeconomic or citizenship 
status does not make a person 
superior or inferior to others.

Employees of Isle of Wight 
County Schools shall not endorse 

any political party, candidate or 
ideology in the performance of 
their duties.

The policy revision, put for-
ward by board member Jason 
Maresh, is the latest iteration of 
efforts by the board’s new conser-
vative majority to eliminate what 
they’ve called “divisive” content 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

In 2021, when Virginia an-
nounced its Department of Motor 
Vehicles office in Smithfield would 
remain closed even as others had 
reopened from their pandemic-in-

duced shuttering, state officials 
said a new DMV center would be 
built on South Church Street by 
mid-2022.

Last May, when the only hint 
of pending construction was a 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County has issued a 
statement citing an “extreme 
shortage” of volunteers for the 
dissolution of its only volun-
teer ambulance service.

The Surry Volunteer Res-
cue Squad, founded 59 years 
ago, announced in a March 1 
public notice published in The 
Smithfield Times that it would 
“voluntarily relinquish” its 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The method of selecting a 
Republican candidate to run for 
Virginia’s newly created 17th 
Senate District is still a conven-
tion, despite a notice published 
on the Virginia Department of 
Elections website that briefly 
listed the race having changed 
to a primary.

Del. Emily Brewer, R-Isle of 
Wight, is running for the par-
ty’s nomination against retired 
NASCAR driver Hermie Sadler 
of Emporia. According to Brew-
er’s campaign website, the con-
vention is set for June 3 at Paul 
D. Camp Community College’s 
Franklin campus.

A March 9 letter from De-
partment of Elections Commis-

sioner Su-
san Beals 
t o  l o c a l 
electoral 
b o a r d s 
l i s t e d 
J u n e  2 0 
primaries 
for 27 Re-
publican 
races, in-
c l u d i n g 
the 17th’s. 
B u t  a 
March 10 letter showed prima-
ries for only 26 races, with the 
17th no longer among them.

Department of  Elections 
spokeswoman Andrea Gaines 
described the March 10 letter as 
a “correction.”

The brief change to a primary 
and then back to a convention 

marks the 
latest con-
flicting in-
formation 
to emerge 
f r o m  t h e 
state and 
c a n d i -
dates con-
c e r n i n g 
t h e  1 7 t h 
D i s t r i c t 
race.

S a d l e r 
had announced eight days ear-
lier, on March 1, that the 17th’s 
Legislative District Committee, 
a body consisting of city- and 
county-level Republican Party 
chairs in the district, had vot-
ed to hold a primary. The Re-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry supervisors have post-
poned voting on an “energy pol-
icy” amendment to the county’s 
2040 Comprehensive Plan that 
would limit utility-scale projects 
to 10% of the county’s developable 
land.

Surry’s Planning Commission 
voted in February to recommend 
the supervisors approve it, but the 
proposal met pushback at the su-
pervisors’ March 2 public hearing.

The amendment, while intend-
ed to be inclusive of all energy 
sources, is aimed primarily at 
limiting the number and location 
of new solar farms. It would set 
a maximum of 15,278 acres, not 
counting water and wetlands, as 
the cumulative amount of land 
allocated for energy projects. Of 
this, 9,263 acres are already taken 
up by existing and approved utili-
ty-scale solar farms and Dominion 
Energy’s nuclear plant. Another 
22.8-acre parcel at the Surry-Sus-
sex county line is slated for Align 
RNG’s “biogas” processing facil-
ity. If approved, the amendment 
would leave just under 6,000 acres 
available for future projects.

IWCS bans teaching on ‘systemic racism’

Surry
delays

vote on
solar cap

Republican convention in Franklin 
will decide Brewer-Sadler race

What’s the status of
Smithfield’s DMV?

Volunteer shortage led 
to Rescue Squad’s demise Brewer Sadler

• See RACISM, p. 6

• See SOLAR, p. 8

• See CONVENTION, p. 8• See RESCUE, p. 7

• See DMV, p. 7

Smithfield reprised its St. Patrick’s Day parade Saturday morning. Here, Southern 
Revere Farm Brewery & Winery closed out the parade in a horse-drawn carriage 
featuring Michael Whalen as St. Patrick. Jason and Sheridan Grime, son-in-law and 
daughter of Smithfield and Isle of Wight Tourism Director Judy Winslow, rode in 
the carriage with their mother, their daughter, Vera Grime, father, David Hare, Mary 
Mitchell and Mojo the dog. See more photos from the parade on page 9. (Stephen 
Faleski/The Smithfield Times)
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Early Detection is Key!
Begin screening at age 45, or 
earlier if you are at higher risk.

Screening is important no matter 
which method you choose, 
because colorectal cancer may 
not produce any symptoms in its 
�rst stages.

Colonoscopy – every 10 years
Colonoscopy is the gold standard for 
screening because it is the only test that 
allows your doctor to examine the entire 
length of your colon to look for cancer or 
polyps. If a polyp is found, your doctor 
can remove it before it has a chance to 
become cancerous.

Stool-based DNA Test 
– every three years
At-home Stool DNA tests like Cologuard 
look for cells in the stool that contain 
abnormal sections of DNA. If your results 
come back abnormal, you will need to 
have a colonoscopy.

Fecal Immunochemical Test (FIT) 
– every year
At-home FIT looks for hidden blood in the 
stool, which can be an early sign of polyps 
or colorectal cancer. If your results come 
back abnormal, you will need to have a 
colonoscopy.Cancer Care Network

Colorectal cancer 
is one of the most 

easily detected 
and treatable 

types of cancer. 

Screenings help �nd cancer 
early, when you have no 
signs or symptoms and 

it is easier to treat.

riversideonline.com/coloncancer

SCHEDULE YOUR 
COLONOSCOPY TODAY!

from Isle of Wight County 
Schools’ curriculum. 

“I campaigned in large 
part for the premise behind 
this policy, it’s no secret, 
and I was elected by 67% 
of voters in my district,” 
Maresh said. “In Virginia, 
parents get a voice in how 
and what their children are 
exposed to.”

The vote is among the 
latest to split along racial 
lines. Denise Tynes and 
Michael Cunningham, the 
board’s two Black mem-
bers, each opposed the pol-
icy change.

The seven principles are 
modeled off language in 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s Ex-
ecutive Order No. 1, which 
mandated an end to “in-
herently divisive concepts, 
including Critical Race 
Theory” in public schools. 
Critical Race Theory ar-
gues American laws and 
institutions have perpet-
uated inequalities among 
minorities.

Maresh and board mem-
ber Mark Wooster had each 
made “divisive” materials 
a campaign issue when 
running for their seats last 
year. Maresh, prior to tak-
ing office, would frequently 

use the public comment 
period at School Board 
meetings to argue that Isle 
of Wight County Schools 
was “indoctrinating” stu-
dents with tenets of Critical 
Race Theory through equi-
ty initiatives and social jus-
tice-themed books. Board 
Chairman John Collick also 
made Critical Race Theory 
a campaign issue when he 
ran for his seat in 2021.

Wooster had introduced 
an earlier version of the 
policy change in December. 
At the time, he proposed 
expanding Isle of Wight 
County Schools’ policy on 
“sexually explicit” materi-
als to include a ban on any-
thing deemed “inherently 
divisive.” 

Wooster’s original pro-
posal, which had taken lan-
guage verbatim from Youn-
gkin’s order, drew fierce 
opposition in January from 
students and teachers who 
condemned the move as 
“censorship.” Speakers 
returned on March 9 to 
oppose the latest iteration 
during an hour-plus public 
comment period.

Matthew Ployd, a Smith-
field High School history 
teacher, called the listed 

seven principles a “mani-
festo” rather than a policy.

“The only ones pushing 
a political agenda here in 
Isle of Wight are you, the 
board,” Ployd said.

Asserting in a policy 
that there is no systemic 
racism in the United States 
“doesn’t make it a fact,” 
said Windsor High School 
history teacher Maggie 
Halstead, who contended 
the policy would result in 
students receiving a “nar-
row-minded and incom-
plete view on the world.”

Jasmine Johnson, a 
Smithfield High School 
junior, told the board that 
with the policy in place, 
she would “no longer be 
proud” but “ashamed” to 
attend Isle of Wight County 
Schools.

None of the nine speak-
ers who referenced Policy 
INB during the comment 
period reserved for agenda 
items said they support-
ed the change. Tynes and 
Cunningham each cited 
the opposition for voting 
against the change.

“I heard them, I listened. 
… I will continue to advo-
cate for them,” Tynes said.

• Continued from p. 1

Racism

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Renovations at the Surry 
Marketplace are still on 
track to finish by June, ac-
cording to Renee Chapline, 
a consultant for the Surry 
County’s Economic Devel-
opment Authority.

The long-awaited gro-
cery store, which is partial-
ly funded with tax dollars, 
should open for business 
shortly thereafter, Chap-
line told county supervisors 
on March 2.

Surry residents An-
drew and Sheryl White 
purchased the former Surry 
Furniture & Hardware Co. 
building roughly four years 
ago. In 2021, the couple’s 
proposal to turn the vacant 
storefront at Routes 31 and 
10 into a grocery store se-
cured a $50,000 state grant 

aimed at combating “food 
deserts.” The county has 
contributed an additional 
$300,000 in local funds via 
an agreement executed by 
the Surry EDA to purchase 
refrigeration equipment.

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture defines “food 
deserts” as low-income or 
rural communities where 
at least 33% of the pop-
ulation lives 10 miles or 
more from a supermarket 
or large grocery store. It’s 
been more than 20 years 
since Surry’s only major 
grocery store shuttered in 
1999, leaving residents with 
at least a 30-minute drive to 
alternatives in Smithfield, 
Suffolk or Petersburg.

Much of the Surry Mar-
ketplace’s piping has been 
replaced, Chapline told 
supervisors. The building’s 
old heating and air-con-

ditioning units have been 
removed. Bathroom reno-
vations are underway and 
the building received its 
permit for electrical work 
in late February.

“It is an old building so 
there’s been some surpris-
es,” Chapline said, noting 
contractors had uncovered 
some rotted wood that has 
since been replaced.

Surry Assistant County 
Administrator David Harri-
son had estimated a spring 
opening at the supervisors’ 
October meeting. Chapline 
estimated based on the ren-
ovation’s current progress 
and no additional problems 
discovered by contractors 
that construction would be 
complete by “late spring” 
and that the store would 
open “shortly thereafter.”

Surry grocery store still on 
track, EDA says

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A half-million-dollar 
land purchase in the Isle 
of Wight Industrial Park 
off Benns Church Boule-
vard is tied to a nation-
wide automotive auction 
business’ plans to open its 
seventh Virginia branch 
near Smithfield.

Isle of Wight County 
supervisors voted in Octo-
ber to approve zoning for a 
“scrap and salvage service” 
on two parcels totaling 75 
acres. Advanced Construc-
tion Development LLC had 
applied for the zoning on 
behalf of Insurance Auto 
Auctions, an Internet-based 
auctioneer of vehicles in-
volved in collisions, floods 
or repossessions. The com-
pany plans to store roughly 
3,500 vehicles on consign-

ment from insurers at the 
proposed site, which would 
be accessible from Benn’s 
Church Boulevard via IWIP 
Road.

January land records 
show the sale of a five-
acre parcel on IWIP Road 
by H&B Railroad Co. to 
Portage Property Partners 
for $500,000. County tax 
records list an Oklahoma 
City post office box for the 
buyer. The mailing address 
corresponds to an address 
on record for Advanced 
Construction Development 
LLC. Isle of Wight County 
Economic Development 
Director Chris Morello con-
firmed that the purchase 
was tied to Insurance Auto 
Auctions’ plans.

H&B Railroad, a Chesa-
peake-based railroad con-
struction and maintenance 
company, purchased the 

five-acre Isle of Wight par-
cel in 2004 for equipment 
storage.

The remaining 70 acres 
that will comprise the In-
surance Auto Auctions 
site, according to a county 
staff report from October, 
are located on an adjacent 
parcel designated on Isle 
of Wight’s tax map as 42-01-
006. The 70 acres, accord-
ing to county tax records, 
have been owned by Locust 
Grove Partners LP since 
2007.

Insurance Auto Auc-
tions’ plans for the two par-
cels include a single-story 
metal building, concrete 
parking lot for employ-
ees and customers, and an 
outdoor vehicle storage 
area paved with asphalt 
millings.

Land buy tied to ‘salvage 
service’ coming to IW

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A proposed zoning or-
dinance amendment that 
would allow Smithfield’s 
Town Council to forego 
holding a public hearing on 
proffer changes is on hold.

The council ,  which 
lacked three of its seven 
members at its March 7 
meeting, voted 4-0 to table 
the proposal and send it 
back to the town’s Planning 
Commission for reconsid-
eration.

Proffers are commit-
ments made by developers 
during the rezoning process 
intended to mitigate the im-
pact of a proposed housing 
development, such as cash 
payments or land for infra-
structure that would serve.

Currently, if developers 
of an approved project want 
a post-approval change to 
their proffer agreements 
with the town, they have 
to go through the rezon-
ing process again, which 
entails a mandatory pub-
lic hearing. The proposed 
amendment would allow 
the council to waive the 
hearing and rezoning ap-
plication requirements at 
the developer’s request if 
the change does not affect 
the development’s “use or 
density.”

The Planning Commis-
sion had given the proposal 
a favorable recommenda-
tion at its Feb. 14 meeting 
after adding language man-
dating that any decision 
to waive a hearing must 
be done “by a majority 
vote at the next regularly 
scheduled Town Council 
meeting.”

C o u n c i l m a n  R a n d y 
Pack, who was among the 
three absent, also serves on 
the Planning Commission 
as its Town Council liai-
son and had been the one 
to insist that any waiving 
be done by formal vote at 
a public meeting. Also ab-
sent from the March Town 
Council  meeting were 
Councilman Wayne Hall 
and Councilwoman Renee 
Rountree.

According to Town At-
torney Bill Riddick, the 
existing requirement that 
developers go through a 
new rezoning application to 
change their proffer agree-
ments conflicts with state 
law. In February, Riddick 
said town staff discovered 
the conflict upon learning 
the written proffers Virgin-
ia Beach-based developer 
Napolitano Homes had filed 
at the Isle of Wight Coun-
ty courthouse for the 812-
home Mallory Pointe de-
velopment to break ground 
this year still included a 
community pier that had 
been cut from the plans 
when the project was ap-
proved in 2021.

The pier and an associat-
ed kayak and canoe storage 
facility had been part of 
the original development 
plans for the former Mallo-
ry Scott Farms. Napolitano 
and the Town Council had 
mutually agreed in 2021 to 
forego building the pier 
amid staunch opposition 
to the development from 
residents.

The March 7 meeting 
included a public hearing 
on the proposed ordinance 
amendment, which drew 
two speakers in opposition.

“This is tax money when 
you’re talking proffers, 
and we have the right to 
hear anything and every-
thing that’s changing,” 
said Theresa Mulherrin of 
Washington Street. “You 
can’t keep rubber-stamping 
the Planning Commission.”

Mulherrin then ques-
tioned whether the amend-
ment was being brought 
forward for the benefit of 
former Smithfield Foods 
Chairman Joseph Luter 
III’s proposed “Grange at 
10Main” development.

Luter’s son, Joseph Lut-
er IV, submitted a formal 
rezoning application for the 
Grange in December after a 
year of preliminary plans 
and discussions with town 
and Isle of Wight County 
officials that culminated 
in controversial decisions 
by the Town Council and 
county Board of Supervi-
sors to each contribute $1.4 
million in taxpayer dollars 
toward the development 
in exchange for its includ-
ing a permanent home for 
the Smithfield Farmers 
Market. According to a 
submitted fiscal impact 
analysis, the Luters are also 
requesting that Smithfield 
and Isle of Wight “provide 
an economic development 
incentive” for the Grange’s 
proposed three-story hotel 
and “purchase the develop-
ment’s infrastructure and 
utilities through a partici-
pation agreement.”

“There’s a piece of me 
that accepts at face val-
ue what we’ve been told,” 
Goose Hill Way resident 
Mark Gay told the council, 
referring to Riddick’s link-
ing the ordinance amend-

ment to Mallory Pointe, 
but contended the town had 
plenty of time between 2021 
and now to spot and fix the 
error regarding the pier.

“The old colonel in me 
just smells an ambush,” 
said Gay, an Army veter-
an. “Something’s not quite 
right here.”

Mayor Steve Bowman 
and Vice Mayor Valerie 
Butler each denied Mulher-
rin’s “rubber-stamping” al-
legation. The issue, Butler 
said, is fixing the Mallory 
Pointe error.

“Under no circumstanc-
es are we changing the 
procedure … where prof-
fers are concerned,” Butler 
said.

“There’s no conspiracy 
here,” Riddick said.

Assuming the Planning 

Commission votes at its 
March 14 meeting to again 
send the ordinance amend-
ment to the Town Council 
with a recommendation for 

approval, the earliest the 
council would again vote 
on the matter would be in 
April.

Town Council sends public hearing proposal 
back to Smithfield planners
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Jackie Lee Cornett
Jackie Lee Cornett, 

80, passed away Tuesday, 
March 28th, 2023. 

A long time resident of 
Isle of Wight County, he 
was the son of the late Wil-
liam H. Cornett and Fran-
ces L. Cornett. A beloved 
father, brother and Paw 
Paw. Jackie was a retired 
machinist, a true ‘‘Jack of 
All Trades.’’ There wasn’t 

much that he could not do, 
from repairing small en-
gines, gardening, hunting 
and fishing. 

He leaves to cherish his 
memories his daughters, 
Daphne Taylor (Brian), 
Deborah Fairbanks, Lacie 
Hall and Danielle Cornett; 
and a son Jack Cornett 
(Shannon), a number of 
grandchildren and great 

grandchildren and beloved 
siblings, Cecil, Mary, Vick-
ie, Joyce, Peggy and Pat. 
William and Jerry - Broth-
ers in Heaven. 

In lieu of flowers please 
donate to the Alzheimer’s 
Association at alz.org. A 
celebration of life will be 
held at Central Hill Baptist 
Church Fellowship Hall on 
April 8th, 2023 at noon.

Healing Waters 
Worship Center
12172 Smith’s Neck Road, 
Carrollton  - (757)356-1515
www.hwwcnow.org
Pastor William McCarty, 
Senior Pastor
Sunday Services: 8:15 am 
Worship Service, 9:45 am 
Adult & Teen Discipleship, 
11:00 am Worship Service 
with Kidz Planet & Nursery 
available. Wednesday night 
on campus bible study, Girls 
Ministries, Royal Rangers 
and Teen classes. Every 3rd 
Wednesday is F.U.N. Family 
night.

Liberty Live Church
Smithfield High School (14171 
Turner Dr.)
Sundays at 9:00am & 10:45am 
(Liberty Kids & Students too!)
Adult Groups in the 
community throughout the 
week!
www.libertylive.church

Smithfield Baptist Church
100 Wainwright Drive, 
Smithfield - (757) 357-2536
smithfieldbaptist.org
Sun. Worship 8:30 a.m., 11 
a.m.
Sun. School 9:40 a.m.

Whitehead’s Grove Baptist 
Church
18366 Benns Church Blvd. 
(757)255-4227
Pastor: Larry Soblotne
Sun. School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
www.whiteheadsgrove.org

Mill Swamp Baptist 
Church
6329 Mill Swamp Road, Ivor
Phone: (757)357-2575
Pastor Billy Gardner
Sun. school; 9:30am-10:30am 
Worship Service; 10:45am 
Adult Bible Studies on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.
Sunday mornings 9:00am-
9:25am Coffee Break
Add Sunday Nights 5:30-
7pm Awana, Teen Ministry, 
Ladies & Men’s Bible Studies

Central Hill Baptist 
Church
10270 Central Hill Road, 
Windsor - (757)357-2225
Rev. Wade Carrier, Pastor
Sun. School: 10 a.m.
Sun. Worship: 11 a.m.
Wed. Adult Bible Study, 7 
p.m.

Trinity United Methodist 
Church
201 Cedar St., Smithfield
(757)357-3659
Pastor Dan Elmore
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 
a.m.
Wed. Bible Study
Wed. night Children’s 
Programs

Woodland United 
Methodist Church
20051 Orbit Road, Windsor
Rev. Daniel Na
woodlandumc@gmail.com
www.woodlandumcwindsor.
org
FB:Woodland United 
Methodist Church
Traditional Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.
Sun. School 10:45 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
111. S. Church Street
Corner of Church and Main, 
Smithfield
Sunday Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Adult class: 9:30 a.m.
5th Sunday Services: 10:30 
a.m. at Historic St. Luke’s 
Church
Supply Priest:  The Rev. 
Carleton Bakkum
www.christchurchsmithfield.
org

Oakland Christian United 
Church of Christ
5641 Godwin Blvd., 
Suffolk
(757)255-4353
office@oaklanducc.com
www.oaklanducc.org
Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump
Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Riverview United 
Methodist
10696 Smith’s Neck Road
P. O. Box 288
Rescue, VA 23424-0288
Email: michaelguminsky@
vaumc.org
Phone: 757-645-5687
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
2nd and 4th Sundays.
Pastor: Mike Guminsky

Hope Presbyterian 
Church
A Reformed PCA Church
13490 Benns Church Blvd., 
Smithfield
www.hopepca.com
Pastor Blake Wingfield, 
(757)542-3733
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Antioch Church 
23011 Antioch Rd., Windsor 
Darryl Palmer, Pastor 
10:30 AM- Sunday Worship 
Service 
& Junior Church for Kids 
(Childcare on Sundays) 
6:00 PM- Awana ministry for 
youth

Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church
300 Smithfield Blvd., 
Smithfield - (757)365-0579
Pastor: Fr. Tony Yllana
Sat. Vigil Mass 5 p.m.
Sun. Mass 9 a.m.
Weekday Mass: Tues.-Friday 
at noon
Email: admin@cgsparish.
org
www.cgsparish.org

Calvary Baptist Church 
15155 Turner Drive, 
Smithfield
Pastor Greg Gray 
Phone: (757)357-5718
“A Church Home for Your 
Family” 
Sun. 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Sun. School 9:45 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study, Prayer Mtg. 
& Children’s Ministry 7 p.m.

To change or list 
your services or information, 
call 357-3288 or email 
dana.snow@
smithfieldtimes.com.

These local churches welcome you and 
your family to weekly services.

Have
Faith� �

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 6/30/23. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See 
your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2023

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A new School Board pol-
icy prohibiting employees 
of Isle of Wight County 
Schools from endorsing 
politicians doesn’t preclude 
board members themselves 
from doing so, according 
to Board Chairman John 
Collick.

Collick, on March 9, 
defended his recent en-
dorsement of a Republican 
state Senate candidate af-
ter speakers, during the 
meeting’s public comment 
period, accused him and 
two other members of the 
board’s conservative ma-
jority of being beholden to 
political interests.

Collick, who’d secured 
the endorsement of the 
county’s Republican Party 
when he ran for his School 
Board seat in 2021, endorsed 
Del. Emily Brewer, R-Isle of 
Wight, a week prior to the 
meeting in her bid for the 
newly created Senate Dis-
trict 17. Collick contended 
on March 9 that he made 
the endorsement in his 
“personal capacity.”

School Board Policy INB 
pertains to the teaching of 
controversial topics. Un-
der revisions Collick, Vice 
Chairman Jason Maresh 
and board member Mark 
Wooster voted 3-2 to ap-
prove, Isle of Wight ed-
ucators are now barred 
from teaching students 

about “systemic racism” 
or endorsing “any political 
party, candidate or ideology 
in the performance of their 
duties.”

“As a pastor, I would 
never tell my people, ‘do as 
I say do, not as I do,’” said 
the Rev. Willie Williams.

Matt Ployd, a Smithfield 
High School teacher, con-
tended the board would be 
in “immediate violation” of 
its own changes to Policy 
INB.

It’s the “in the perfor-
mance of their duties” part 
of the policy that’s key to 
Collick.

“In our positions as 
School Board members, we 
do not discuss politics; in 
our personal lives, we can, 
just as our teachers can in 
their personal lives,” Col-
lick said, adding he would 
“continue” to do so in the 
future.

B r e w e r  a n n o u n c e d 
Collick’s endorsement on 
March 2, issuing a press re-
lease identifying him as an 
Isle of Wight County School 
Board member.

“Emily supports the 
banning of teaching ‘in-
herently divisive concepts’ 
in Virginia schools and to 
prohibit biological boys 
from competing in girls’ 
sports, particularly when 
scholarships are at stake,” 
Collick said in Brewer’s 
press release. “Emily’s po-
sition is perfectly aligned 
with my own.”

C o l -
l i c k ,  i n 
2 0 2 1 , 
had cam-
p a i g n e d 
o n  a 
platform 
of oppo-
s i t i o n 
to trans-
g e n d e r 
student policies and Crit-
ical Race Theory, which 
argues American laws and 
institutions have perpet-
uated inequalities among 
minorities.

According to Virginia 
Department of Education 
spokesman Charles Pyle, 
School Board members are 
not “employees” of their 
school divisions under Vir-
ginia law. School division 
staff, rather, are “employ-
ees of the board.”

At the same meeting, 
board member Denise 
Tynes – who, along with 
Michael Cunningham voted 
to oppose the Policy INB 
changes – took issue with 
Maresh having accepted 
a non-monetary donation 
last fall from the Middle 
Resolution PAC, a politi-
cal action committee that, 
according to its website, is 
“committed to identifying 
and electing qualified can-
didates who align with core 
conservative principles.”

“When you start taking 
donations from private 
businesses and organiza-
tions … and political PACs, 

I do have a concern with 
that,” Tynes said, contend-
ing such donations could 
result in organizations be-
lieving they “own” their 
donors.

“Nobody owns me,” Col-
lick objected.

Maresh, in a February 
statement to the Times, 
denied being swayed by 
the Middle Resolution do-
nation, which consisted 
of design services for his 
campaign website.

“I’ve maintained conser-
vative values and positions 
long before I decided to run 
for school board and long 
before Middle Resolution 
provided me with a dona-
tion in the form of web de-
sign services,” Maresh said. 

Wooster stated that as 
a civilian Navy firefighter 
and paramedic, he is cov-
ered under the Hatch Act, 
a federal law that prohibits 
certain federal employees 
from soliciting or accept-
ing donations from parti-
san candidates or groups. 
The only contribution to 
Wooster’s campaign mar-
ginally connected with a 
partisan candidate was a 
$150 cash donation from 
Angie Sadler, wife of state 
Senate candidate Hermie 
Sadler, who’s running 
against Brewer for the Re-
publican nomination. The 
September donation was 
made nearly two months 
prior to Hermie Sadler’s 
candidacy announcement.

Brewer endorsement didn’t violate
policy, School Board chair says

Collick

The Jr. Beta Club of Carrsville Elementary School recently collected items to donate to the Isle 
of Wight County Animal Shelter. The project was part of “One Book, One School,” in which every 
student and staff member read the book “Dog Days” by Karen English. Participants included, 
front row from left, JR Butler and AJ Newberry; second row, Charlotte Ward and Audrey Jenkins; 
third row, Caroline Slaba, Madalyn Holt, Ava Landrus, Kinley Ramos, Ayla Weaver, Brantley Gray, 
Wyatt Carr, Nathan Curle and Justin Moore; and back row, Bristol Bailey, Milo Lewis, Hannah 
Gragg and Isabella Griffin. (Submitted photo)

Supplies for animal shelter

The Smithfield Times publishes obituaries in its print edition every Wednesday 
and throughout the week online at www.smithfieldtimes.com. 
To submit an obituary, email it to news@smtihfieldtimes.com.
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