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50 Years Ago
Oct. 17, 1973

Work began on a $1.4 
million project at Wash-
ington and Lee Uni-
versity to construct 40 
student apartments lo-
cated in the Woods Creek 
area of the campus.  

 -   -   -
Two hundred twenty 

walkers took part in the 
CROP walk for the hun-
gry. The 10-mile walk 
began at Lexington High 
School and ended at Glen 
Maury Park. 

-   -   -
Professional snake 

handler Doc Walls 
brought his pit of angry 
rattlers to the Macks 
store in Lexington for a 
three-day event. 

20 Years Ago
Oct. 22, 2003

Former Lexington City 
Manager John Doane 
took time during a visit 
home to talk to Claudia 
Schwab about his experi-
ences working as a con-
sultant for the U.S. State 
Department in Iraq try-
ing to make the govern-
ment work. 

-   -   -
George Whiting was 

set to auction off 73 years 
worth of collecting Civil 
War memorabilia. His 
interest in the Civil War 
began when he was a boy 
unearthing artifacts from 
the war at his Culpeper 
farm. 

“I know it when I see it,” the oft-quoted 
comment from Supreme Court Justice Pot-
ter Stewart to describe obscene material that 
he felt should not be available in the public 
square, is an apt phrase to explain why indi-
vidual perception is the basis for objections 
people tend to make when seeking to have cer-
tain books pulled from the shelves of school or 
public libraries.  

We all have our own opinions about what 
books are inappropriate for adolescent chil-
dren to read when they are going through 
what is a formative and, for many, tumultu-
ous, period in their young lives. It makes sense 
to not have books in a middle school library 
that contain sexually explicit or overly violent 
content. Where to draw the line on what is and 
is not appropriate material, however, is not as 
simple as it sounds.

Two learned individuals in our community 
with seemingly good intentions each made 
eloquent, articulate arguments that were dia-
metrically opposed to each other on why and 
why not a certain book should be available in 
the Lylburn Downing Middle School library. 
This disagreement prompted a public discus-
sion on how books are selected for the library 
and what the process is, or ought to be, for 
removing books found to be objectionable.

“For the past several weeks, we have been 
hearing from and listening to input from 
parents, grandparents, faculty, community 
members, who have, as you might imagine, a 
wide variety of input on this particular issue,” 
Lexington City Schools Superintendent Re-
becca Walters told the 20-plus citizens who 
showed up at the Oct. 3 School Board to ex-
press opinions on the subject. “It is important 
that we have a community that is engaged in 
our schools, in the work that’s happening in 
our classrooms, in our buildings, and in our 
greater community, and we value the input 
that you have offered to us.”

Walters presented drafts of proposed new 
policies on the selection of library and instruc-
tional materials for the Lexington schools. The 
proposed new policies, which outline new pro-
tocols for responding to complaints about and 
determining whether to remove any materials, 
are to be voted on at the next School Board 
meeting on Nov. 7.

The selection of library materials, under the 
proposal, would fall primarily to the school’s 
librarian using the American Library As-
sociation’s guidelines. Ten selection criteria 
are laid out for the division. These include 
maintaining a “collection based on the aca-
demic programs,” having “materials that will 
allow students to develop as critical thinkers, 
through presenting multiple perspectives on 
controversial topics,” and supporting “a cul-
turally responsive environment by including 
materials that encompass a wide range of cul-
tures, backgrounds and perspectives.”

It is explicitly stated that materials “may 
not be removed solely for the ideas expressed 
therein; however, materials may be removed if 
they are determined not to be age appropriate 
for the intended audience due to content that 
is excessively graphic, vulgar, obscene, violent 
or sexually explicit.”

We believe the proposed new policies rep-
resent a reasonable response to the ques-

tions that have been raised about how library 
and instruction materials are selected and 
how complaints about any of those materi-
als should be handled. It is our sincere hope 
that the current debate does not devolve into 
a culture war over what materials are and are 
not appropriate for a school library. That has 
happened elsewhere, leading to the banning of 
books containing content opposed by certain 
culture warriors. 

Well meaning people can disagree over what 
is and is not appropriate material for a middle 
school library. Parents can and should take an 
active role in overseeing what books their chil-
dren are reading. That parental responsibility, 
however, does not extend to making such deci-
sions for other parents’ children.

Complexities enter into determining what is 
and is not age appropriate material. Stewart’s 
maxim of “I know it when I see it” does not 
necessarily apply here. 

Book Battle At Lylburn Downing

fOr YOur
COnsideratiOn

BY Mike LOwrY

What’s Going
On At W&L

First it was the questionable 
removal of 
the plaques 
n o t i n g 
Robert E. 
Lee’s horse 
T r a v e l e r 
once re-
sided in the 
stable, now 
garage, of 
the former 
home of 
Robert E. Lee and now home 
of the president of Washing-
ton and Lee University.  Fol-
lowed by the removing of 
the plaque about Traveller’s 
history on his grave with a 
cheap pet cemetery plaque 
with only Traveler’s name 
and birth and death. 

The university also re-
moved these informative 
plaques about one of the most 
famous horses in history, 

paid for by donations, much 
of which came from area 
youth’s pennies, nickels and 
dimes, because the plaques 
were presented by the United 
Daughters of the Confed-
eracy.  (It seems the UDC, 
which over the years has pro-
vided many thousands of dol-
lars for building construction 
and preservation and restora-
tion projects at the university, 
has become a target of those 
removing anything that as-
sociated the college with the 
Civil War.)  

Long known as Lee Cha-
pel, W&L had all historical 
plaques, portraits and other 
items removed to make the 
building into a cold white 
sterile empty building now 
called University Chapel.  
Even the famous Valentine 
statue of “Lee in Repose” has 
been blocked off from view.

While the efforts to remove 
or hide the tie to Robert E. 
Lee and the college’s unique 
history, a greater problem has 
hit the college.  It has dropped 
from 11th in the 2023 U. 
S. News and World Report 
ranking of college to only 

21st place, tied with two other 
colleges in the 2024 rank-
ing.  The college’s law school 
dropped from 35th place to 
40th place in their law school 
rankings.

To add to W&L’s issues, the 
Phi Zeta Delta fraternity has 
been suspended from cam-
pus for five years following 
an unsuccessful appeal.  The 
suspension came as a result of 
allegation of hazing “involv-
ing endangering the health 
and safety of new members.”

The fraternity can apply 
to come back to the campus 
during the 2027-28 academic 
year when all current mem-
bers will have graduated and 
are no longer on campus. The 
Phi Delts is reported to have 
18 members that are sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors.  
The university has announced 
no plans for the house but is 
using it for overflow student 
housing now, according to the 
campus newspaper.

The Phi Delts are not the 
only frats found responsible 
for hazing.  Pi Kappa Alpha 
and Pi Beta Phi also faced 
charges for incidents last win-

ter.  Phi Kappa Alpha was put 
on “social probation” for two 
weeks and Pi Beta Phi was 
placed on “critical probation” 
until the end of the winter 
term in 2024.

Meanwhile, the Pi Beta Phi 
sorority will not be able to 
sponsor any social events or 
host chapterhouse activities 
outside of dining and weekly 
meetings until the end of the 
winter term in 2024 as a re-
sult of a hazing incident that 
got recorded and involve the 
forced drinking of vodka by 
new members of the sorority.  
The original verdict to place 
the sorority on “critical pro-
bation” was appealed but the 
decision of “critical proba-
tion” was confirmed later.

Termination or actions 
against fraternities is nothing 
new.  In 1981, the Delta Tau 
Delta chapter was disbanded 
after “numerous problems 
and complaints.”

In 2013, Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon sponsored an off-
campus drinking party.  An 
overloaded SUV driven by 
a drunk student overturned 
and 21-year-old Kelsey Dur-

kin was killed.  The driver 
was sentenced to three years 
in prison on charges of driv-
ing while under the influence, 
maiming while under the 
inf luence, and involuntary 
manslaughter.

In 2015, the college presi-
dent suspended Phi Kapp Psi 
for five years due to hazing 
incidents including a member 
of the fraternity using a taser 
gun on a new member and 
threatening others.  

Hazing in Virginia is a 
class one misdemeanor pun-
ishable by 12 months in jail 
and up to a $2,500 fine.  In 
spite of hazing incidents, 
there is little record of the law 
being enforced locally.

Nationwide, fraternities 
and sororities are in decline 
for a variety of reasons from 
high costs to elitism, racism, 
drinking and drug problems, 
sexual incidents, and result of 
harmful hazing.  At Washing-
ton and Lee, the Greek sys-
tem continues with between 
75 and 80 percent of the stu-
dents becoming members of 
some Greek organization.

Robert E. Lee was presi-
dent of the college for just 
over four years but saved the 
small Virginia college at a 
time when colleges and even 
large universities in the war-
torn South closed forever.  
His son, Geroge Washing-
ton Custis Lee, would follow 
his father as head of the col-
lege and during his 26 years 
as head of the school made 
Washington and Lee College 
become honored and highly 
respected nationwide.  

I am not too sure they 
would be proud of all that has 
been happening at the school 
lately.

Just some thoughts for your 
consideration.

(Note of disclosure — my 
daughter was a graduate of 
W&L several years ago and 
was a member of the sorority 
mentioned in the article.  In-
formation used in this article 
came primarily from recent 
and past issues of the Ring-
tum Phi, a student newspaper 
at Washington and Lee Uni-
versity.)
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50 Years Ago
July 18, 1973

Buena Vista City Council 
gave the go ahead to allow 
Glen Maury Park to accept 
a bid to begin construction 
on a swimming pool. 

 -   -   -
Glasgow Presbyterian 

Church was making plans 
for a new building. The new 
building will be made of 
brick and will stand at the 
corner of Anderson Street 
and Blue Ridge Road 

-   -   -
The long discussed plans 

for a solid waste recycling 
plant at Fordwick near 
Craigsville were abandoned 
and the land and buildings 
on the site were sold to a 
Newport News group. 

20 Years Ago
July 23, 2003

Citing transportation 
problems, Nestlé Wa-
ters decided not to build a 
water bottling plant in the 
Big Spring area near Kerrs 
Creek. 

-   -   -
Sarah Ross was crowned 

Miss Rockbridge Regional 
Fair at the annual pageant 
at Rockbridge County High 
School. 

-   -   -
Butch Reid opened The 

Antique Mall in the former 
Rose’s Department Store 
building north of Lexing-
ton.  

More State Funding For Schools Needed

Thoughts on the 
Titan Disaster
The loss of the submersible Titan 

on June 18th got me to wondering 
a few things after all hopes that the 
five occupants would be rescued 
were dashed.

The first was the expense that 
t h r e e  p e o -
ple went to, 
$250,000 each, 
to go on such a 
high stakes ad-
venture, a thrill 
trip for the rich.

The Titanic’s 
loss in 1912 
captured atten-
tion because of 
the vanity of 
its builders, the 
White Star Line, 
who boasted that the Titanic was an 
unsinkable vessel.

That vanity is there in the very 
name it was christened!

I wondered at the mindset of the 
individuals on Titan who were will-

ing to spend that sum of money to 
be able to spend a shared, cramped 
five hours viewing the wreck of the 
Titanic through a 21-inch diameter 
porthole.  The same view was avail-
able on a larger flat screen televi-
sion in the comfort and safety of 
one’s home.  Was this for the intoxi-
cation of an in-person experience at 
the wreckage of that disaster?

It certainly offered a trip that 
would be hard to outdo.

For the extremely rich, is no ex-
penditure too much in seeking per-
sonal pleasure?

The cost of a water well in a pov-
erty strapped village in Africa is 
around $8,000 on average.  A quar-
ter of a million dollars could have 
brought 31 wells to 31 villages.

On reflection, could such an act 
of self-gratification as a dangerous 
nine-hour trip to over two miles 
under the ocean equal the satis-
faction of bringing water to thou-
sands of people for generations?  
Wouldn’t that be an accomplish-
ment to savor for a lifetime?

On television I see at least four 
charitable organizations, St. Jude’s 
Hospital, the A.S.P.C.A., Wounded 
Warriors, and Shriners Hospitals, 
asking for a pledge of $19 a month.  
A quarter of a million dollars would 

be able to pledge that amount a 
month to all four for over 274 years!

I believe that legacy would far 
outlive the fame of a nine-hour trip 
to see the wreck of a memorial to 
someone else’s pomposity.

There is something numbing at 
the detachment of the megarich 
from the reality of the struggles of 
so many people.

However, in a democracy we are 
allowed to spend our resources in 
any manner we wish that does not 
conflict with the law.  We all have 
our own selfish indulgences that 
deflects our money from altruistic 
endeavors.  The treat of a candy bar 
or the purchase of an expensive car 
might go to satisfying just ourself, 
but it’s not unacceptable.

I thought more of the expense of 
the rescue attempt for the Titan’s 
passengers. The Washington Past 
reported that our government spent 
at least $1.6 million on the attempt, 
$320,000 per the five lives imper-
iled.  France and Canada also spent 
resources on the attempt.

More money will be spent on the 
recovery and investigation of the 
loss of Titan.

Additionally, there is always the 
individual risk and personal ex-

pense that every person aiding the 
search took.

I’m not suggesting that these 
countries and people shouldn’t have 
rushed to attempt the rescue of the 
five individuals.  When human life 
is at risk, no expense should be 
spared.  But unless their estates 
foot the bill, it will be paid in part 
by our government and/or insur-
ance companies, which means it 
will all filter down to us.

I don’t object to that either.  I 
doubt there were many people who 
felt like abandoning these five peo-
ple to die a slow, suffocating death 
based on who was going to pay for 
the effort.  

As a society we don’t drag our 
feet to save the accident victim who 
drunkenly caused the wreck.  We 
rush, no cost considered, to save 
the drug addict suffering from an 
overdose. 

We don’t measure the expense 
of saving someone whose life has 
been endangered during an activity 
we’d never undertake.

We don’t even ask the amount 
it’ll cost beforehand.

We also go to great lengths to 
ensure the safety of the public for 
activities that not all share.

At least for the activities of soci-
ety’s more affluent.

What I do struggle with is that so 
many people in our country object 
to our government going to the aid 
of people who aren’t so affluent, the 
people who are trapped in the slow, 
suffocating grips of poverty.

One example is the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program, 
SNAP, commonly known as food 
stamps.  In Virginia, eligibility 
for a single individual is a gross 
monthly income of no more than 
$1,579.50.  That single person will 
receive $281 a month.  A family of 
three $740.  A benefit for an eco-
nomic status no individual would 
choose to live on.

That’s a far cry from the $320,000 
dollars for the attempted rescue of 
an individual from a situation of 
their own choosing. 

How much would it cost to rescue 
a girl or a boy from the poverty that 
will keep them and their children 
stuck in the lowest caste of Ameri-
can society?

Should we even be asking?
Socialism?  No, I haven’t been 

reading any Karl Marx.  
My education started in a Pres-

byterian Sunday school.

A strong case can be made for Virginia 
spending more on K-12 education. Accord-
ing to a report issued last week by the Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review Commission, 
the state is significantly short-changing its 
public schools.

“Virginia school divisions receive less 
K–12 funding per student than the 50-state 
average, the regional average, and three of 
Virginia’s five bordering states,” states the 
JLARC report. “School divisions in other 
states receive 14 percent more per student 
than school divisions in Virginia, on aver-
age, after normalizing for differences in cost 
of labor among states. This equates to about 
$1,900 more per student than Virginia.”

The report indicates that the Standards of 
Quality the state uses to determine funding 
underestimates staffing levels and compen-
sation for teachers that are needed to provide 
quality educational services. Local divisions 
are having to make up the shortfall.

Formulas the state uses to determine the 
needs for individual school divisions are woe-
fully outdated. The SOQs fail to take into ac-
count economies of scale for divisions with 
lower enrollments such as those in our rural 
area that have higher costs per student than 
divisions with higher enrollments. Funding 
for special education is not keeping up with 
the growing number of students in need of 
these services.

The JLARC study was undertaken at the 
direction of the General Assembly after leg-
islators adopted a resolution to this effect dur-
ing the 2021 session. The study can be found 
at https://jlarc.virginia.gov/pdfs/reports/
Rpt575.pdf.

After identifying the problems with the 
methodologies used to determine state fund-
ing for local school divisions, the report 
offers both short-term and long-term solu-
tions to correct these deficiencies. “These 

recommendations and policy options would 
improve the state’s education funding for-
mula and better ensure a quality education 
for Virginia students. Much of the additional 
funding allocated under this report’s recom-
mendations and options would go toward 
employee compensation, hiring additional 
staff as needed to address critical student 
needs (e.g., reduce longstanding achievement 
gaps), or providing support services to higher 
needs students. The return over time on this 
additional spending would likely be evident 
through a higher quality teacher workforce 
and students who are better prepared to suc-
ceed. These outcomes are expressly set forth 
as goals in the Code of Virginia for the state’s 
public K–12 system.”

We suggest that the General Assembly take 
the JLARC study’s recommendations and di-
rect the Virginia Department of Education to 
implement them so that revised SOQs accu-
rately reflect what local divisions truly need. 
This will take time – we’re not suggesting 
that the funding gap can be made up all at 
once.

We do believe that the report provides 
ample evidence of the need for boosting 
funding for education with a portion of sur-
plus funds currently available in the state 
budget. It is our hope that the governor calls 
a special session of the General Assembly 
soon so legislators can complete their work 
on the budget.

Quid de 
COgitatiOne?
glenn ROse



Your Credit Score Is 
Excellent, So Prepare 

To Be Penalized
By Jeff Jacoby

You’ve always dreamed of owning your own 
home. For years you’ve worked to make that 
dream a reality, putting part of each paycheck 
aside as you save up for a 
down payment. You know 
that to get a favorable mort-
gage rate you’ll need to have 
a good credit score, so you’ve 
been scrupulous about pay-
ing your bills on time, never 
maxing out your credit cards, 
and sticking to a budget you 
can afford.

Now, at last, you’re ready 
to become a homeowner. 
Thanks to your excellent financial habits, your 
credit score is a solid 740. You’ve found the 
house of your dreams and applied for a mort-
gage loan. You’ve accumulated enough in 
savings to be able to make an extremely re-
spectable down payment of 20 percent. Based 

on everything you’ve learned about mortgage 
borrowing, that should more than qualify you 
for the most favorable interest rate and fees 
available. Right?

You’ve done everything you were supposed 
to do, so this may come as an unwelcome sur-
prise: Because your credit rating is so good 
and your down payment is so high, the Biden 
administration has decided to penalize you 
with a hefty new fee and a higher mortgage 
rate. As of May 1, mortgage costs for home 
buyers with risky credit backgrounds will be 
reduced, resulting in more favorable interest 
rates. In order to subsidize that discount for 
less creditworthy borrowers, someone has to 
pay more. That someone is you and buyers like 
you — those with credit scores higher than 680 
and down payments of 15 percent or more.

The fees involved are called loan-level price 
adjustments, or LLPAs. These are charges paid 
upfront; they apply to all mortgages controlled 
by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the two giant 
government-chartered finance firms that buy 
up most home mortgages. LLPA fees are de-
termined by a borrower’s credit score and 
down payment size, and are commonly con-
verted into percentage points that affect the 
buyer’s interest rate.

Lending to borrowers with lower credit 
scores is risky, since by definition they’re 
less likely to pay back what they borrow. To 
cover that risk, lenders have to charge them 

more for mortgages. That makes it harder for 
low-income borrowers, who are dispropor-
tionately Black, to qualify for loans, which 
the racial gap in homeownership. Hence the 
Biden administration’s plan to “increase pric-
ing support for purchase borrowers limited 
by income or by wealth,” to quote Sandra 
Thompson, the director of the Federal Housing 
Finance Agency. Borrowers with great credit 
scores will pay higher fees so that those with 
not-so-great scores can get a discount, thereby 
enabling more people with poor credit to buy 
homes.

The only thing wrong with that theory is — 
everything.

First and foremost, it is egregiously unfair 
to creditworthy borrowers like you. David Ste-
vens, who headed the Federal Housing Admin-
istration under President Barack Obama, has 
crunched the numbers. He estimates that on a 
$400,000 loan with a 6 percent mortgage rate, 
a home buyer in your position, with a credit 
score of 740 and 20 percent paid down, can 
expect a $40-a-month hike in your monthly 
bill. That means a loss of $480 per year, or 
more than $14,000 over the course of a 30-
year mortgage — funds unavailable for home 
improvement, for a child’s education, or for 
anything else.

Second, it is not a kindness to qualify bor-
rowers for mortgages they can’t afford. Doesn’t 
the White House remember the 2008 subprime 

loan crisis? Lenders went bankrupt, homes 
were foreclosed on, the housing market col-
lapsed, and the credit of untold thousands of 
Americans was shredded, largely because gov-
ernment policies that promoted lending to bor-
rowers who weren’t creditworthy.

Third, boosting the buying power of would-
be homeowners with lower incomes won’t 
change the number of affordable houses avail-
able for sale. It will simply boost demand for 
houses already in short supply. When demand 
rises and supply doesn’t, the result is higher 
prices. How will that raise homeownership 
rates?

Penalizing people who are financially re-
sponsible in order to subsidize those who 
aren’t is terribly unwise. Like other Biden ad-
ministration policies in recent years — such 
as the plan to unilaterally forgive student debt, 
preventing evictions for nonpayment of rent, 
and prolonging unemployment and health care 
benefits for people who chose not to work — 
the new mortgage fees amount to a tax on re-
sponsible behavior.

The way to expand homeownership is not 
to undermine credit scores. It is to get lower-
income earners to do what you did — pay their 
bills faithfully, live within their means, and 
save for the future. You shouldn’t be punished 
for having done the right thing, and no one 
who didn’t should be getting a reward.
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50 Years Ago
May 2, 1973

A crowd of 3,100 at-
tended the Virginia State 
String Music Association’s 
music festival at Glen Mau-
ry Park.  The festival raked 
in $4,000 over the three-
day event. 

-   -   -
Consideration of a 

switch to a 12-month 
school year for grades 8-12 
was a major topic of discus-
sion before the Buena Vista 
School Board.  

-   -   -
Lillian D. Swink retired 

as assistant treasurer of 
Stonewall Jackson Hospital 
after a career of more than 
38 years with the hospital 
and its predecessor. 

20 Years 
Ago

May 7, 2003
For the first time in its 

history, Southern Virginia 
University became fully 
accredited by the American 
Academy of Liberal Edu-
cation.

-   -   -
The Rockbridge Coun-

ty Board of Supervisors 
voted 3-2 in favor of a pre-
liminary plan to renovate 
the circuit court building 
and knock down the First 
National Bank building 
and construct a three-story 
courts building in its place. 

-   -   -
Lexington City Coun-

cil members unanimously 
approved the acceptance 
of a deed from the Historic 
Lexington Foundation con-
veying Hopkins Green to 
the city.

If nothing else, the YMCA of Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge has a serious public relations problem 
with regards to our local branch, the Rock-
bridge Area YMCA. Two actions the YVBR 
has taken this year has left us and many Rock-
bridge area citizens wondering if our local Y 
has lost all vestiges of control of our local Y’s 
operations.

Back in early January, the YVBR suddenly 
fired the much-beloved executive director of  
the Rockbridge Area YMCA, Bobbie Wagner, 
who, from all accounts that we have heard, had 
done a magnificent job in guiding our local Y’s 
operations since 2016. Wagner, incidentally, 
was hired shortly after our local Y became affil-
iated with the YVBR. No reason has ever been 
given publicly for Wagner’s abrupt dismissal, 
but the firing left a lot of hurt feelings in our 
community.

Four months later, after our local Y’s advi-
sory board had been in talks with the YVBR 
board to sever ties, the YVBR board abruptly 
dismissed our local Y’s advisory board and pro-
claimed, per a purported directive from the na-
tional Y, that our local Y cannot go its own way.

Divorce is apparently not permissible in the 
world of the Y. What the Y has joined together, 
let no one pull asunder. When our local Y 
merged with the YVBR in 2016, we doubt any-
one contemplated the thought of the marriage 
being anything but a happy one. Blissful new-
lyweds generally tend to perish any thoughts to 
the contrary.

But here we are, seven years later, stuck in 
an unhappy marriage. Absent any semblance of 
trust between the partners, we’re not sure what 
can be done to save the marriage. The national 
Y and the YVBR may be able to dictate that our 
local Y can’t go its own way while still being 
affiliated with the Y. Members of the local Y, 
however, cannot be compelled to remain in an 
organization that eschews local autonomy.

While divorce might not be permissible, the 
fissure, if it isn’t repaired, is likely to lead to a 
lot of legal questions that will have to be an-
swered. Does money raised here for the pur-
pose of making capital improvements here go 
to the corporate office? Which side has been 
subsidizing the other? There appears to be 
much disagreement between the folks at the 
local level and those in the corporate office over 
which side was sending the other more money.

As these matters get hashed out, will the Y’s 
services continue to be offered locally, without 
interruption? Will disenchantment with the 
Y’s corporate and national offices cause local 
members to leave? What happens if member-
ship plummets?

Yes, the YVBR has a very big PR problem 
here in the Rockbridge area. We suggest a joint 
public meeting of representatives of both sides 
to sort out this mess. The only way to save the 
local Y is to allow local input into its opera-
tions. Both sides need to be given an opportu-
nity to air their differences in an open forum.

The YMCA has long been a wonderful or-
ganization that, according to its mission, puts 

“Christian principles into practice through pro-
grams that build healthy spirit, mind and body 
for all. … Guided by our core values of car-
ing, honesty, respect and responsibility, the Y 
is dedicated to giving people of all ages, back-
grounds and walks of life the opportunity to 
reach their full potential with dignity.”

The Rockbridge Area YMCA has been an 
exemplar of this mission and these core values 
since it was established here 20 years ago. Our 
hope is that it will be around to grow and pros-
per for many years to come. Transparency and 
openness to public input would go a long way 
toward resolving the YVBR’s PR difficulties 
and saving the Rockbridge Area YMCA.

ROCKBRIDGE AREA YMCA staff members, including then-executive director Bobbie Wagner (sec-
ond from left), meet children inside the local Y’s new early learning center following its official opening 
last May. The YMCA opened the five-classroom facility in a separate building at 650 N. Lee Highway 
to help meet the child care needs of the area that grew during the pandemic. (N-G-file photo)


