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“In spite of the cost of living, it’s still popular.”

— Kathleen Norris
poet
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Our Forum

In a perfect system, elected officials would make no deci-
sion with ramifications beyond their current term in office. 
That’s impractical, of course, as essential infrastructure 
must be built, legal decisions made, property occasionally 
purchased and sold, and money borrowed, to name a few.

Unfortunately, such a system lacks accountability for 
bad decisions, as Isle of Wight County taxpayers recently 
learned the hard way, not once but twice.

Most expensive of the two was an $8.3 million refund to 
International Paper Co. after the Virginia Supreme Court 
called foul on a sneaky scheme to subvert a local judge’s 
ruling that the county had failed to take into account de-
preciating equipment values at IP’s Franklin mill when 
assessing machinery and tools taxes.

The county increased the tax rate for the 2017-18 fis-
cal year enough to recoup what the county owed IP in 
court-ordered refunds for prior years. Current Supervi-
sors William McCarty, Rudolph Jefferson and Dick Grice 
joined then-Board of Supervisors Chairman Rex Alphin 
in approving the scheme. Current Supervisor Joel Acree 
was absent for that meeting. Mark Popovich was board 
attorney at the time. 

Regrettably, the county kept doubling down on the 
scheme as it was challenged in court by IP. By December 
2022, some $3 million in interest had accumulated on the 
$5.4 million refund owed. The Supreme Court, in ruling 
for IP, declared that “the County must now live with the 
choices it made during this litigation.” More accurately, 
the taxpayers must live with a terrible decision by its 
elected officials. Ouch.

Not to mention, what a poor message to send to current 
and prospective future employers and major industry in 
our county: If you don’t pay us what we say you owe us, 
even if a judge says we’re wrong, we’ll scheme and connive 
to get that amount anyway.  

Current supervisors should have a new appreciation 
for the long-range impact of elected officials’ bad decisions 
after taking a bath on a land purchase by their predecessors 
15 years prior. Then-Supervisors Stan Clark, James B. 
Brown Jr., Phillip Bradshaw and Tom Wright III voted in 
2008 to pay $1 million for property at the foot of the James 
River Bridge that, we now know, had little public or private 
utility. That it was assessed at just $335,000 at the time 
should have been a clue. To his credit, then-Supervisor 
Al Casteen voted no on the purchase. Fifteen years later, 
the current board has accepted an “unsolicited” offer of 
$100,000 from a company to harvest and sell oysters on 
the lot.

Assistant County Administrator Don Robertson tells us 
the county put the property on the market several years 
ago and got no interest. 

While at least the property is back on the tax rolls, that’s 
another $900,000 loss for taxpayers, not counting the lost 
tax revenue over the past 15 years. Double ouch.

Head-scratchers
leave taxpayers 
holding the bag

Rural Isle of Wight, Surry was
a photography smorgasbord

During the more than four years that I dragged a cam-
era around Isle of Wight and Surry, recording everything 
from house fires to winter sunsets, 
much has changed, including the 
pictures that run in The Smithfield 
Times, now under new and compe-
tent leadership and featuring the 
work of other photographers.

When I first returned to Smith-
field in 1972, it was pretty easy to 
find feature photos during slow 
news weeks. Just take a short ride 
into the country and find a farmer 
plowing, planting, cultivating or 
harvesting. If there was no field work, then there was 
always someone feeding hogs or cattle, or doing some 
other chore on hundreds of farms.

Today, with the consolidation of farm operations and 
the ever-larger equipment that’s used to manage fields, 

you can ride for miles before you find 
anyone in a field. The work’s still being 
done, but so quickly and efficiently, 
you’re sometimes hard pressed to find 
it underway.

Back in those days, watermen also 
provided an endless supply of delightful 
photographs. This time of year, there 
would be numerous piles of pine trees 
on the shore being “skinned” with 
drawing knives for use as shad poles. 
In spring, there were always open shad 

boats going and coming at Rescue. There was also a fleet 

By John Edwards

IN THE

SHORT
ROWS

Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers of up to 330 words. Letters should express 
opinions on current events rather than introduce 
previously unreported facts. If you state something 
as fact that has not previously been reported by the 
Times, please include the source of the information. 
Avoid personal attacks. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification of 
authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters as 
needed for length and clarity. We will publish no more 
than one letter per month per author. Mail letters to The 
Smithfield Times, P.O. Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or 
email to editor@smithfieldtimes.com by noon Monday 
for consideration for the current week’s edition. 

A group of county residents took a trip from Walters to Sedley by horseback and mule-drawn 
wagon in August 1986. The trip was “just for the fun of it,” according to trail ride organizer Boots 
Darden, who organized the event and is shown here driving a team-pulled wagon at the beginning 
of the journey. (Smithfield Times file photo)

Recalling times past

Move DMV out
of town limits

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

It’s absolutely ridicu-
lous that the entire county 
and greater area should be 
held hostage away from the 
DMV because of a squab-
bling dispute over appear-
ance by holier-than-thou 
town employees.

When citizens need to 
renew their license or reg-
istration or take care of crit-
ical issues, the last thing 
they are going to care about 
is whether the building has 
enough bricks in its facade. 
This whole issue is com-
pletely ludicrous.

Church Street is mud-
died with some truly awk-
ward-looking buildings, but 
I don’t see any of them be-
ing forced to undergo ren-
ovations to look a certain 
way. For years we had to 
look at a burnt-up concrete 
carcass that once was an ice 
cream shop.

Most DMV locations 
have a consistent look and 
design that makes them 
instantly recognizable and 
uniform throughout Vir-

ginia. It is a very pleasing 
and attractive design both 
inside and out.

L o c a t i n g  t h e  n e w 
DMV in the town limits 
of Smithfield is also not 
fair or centrally located ei-
ther, because it puts a great 
disadvantage to all citi-
zens who live south of the 
courthouse. Why is Church 
Street the only place it can 
be located?

In Gloucester, the DMV 
is found on a major high-
way in a rural area and that 
prevents massive traffic 
congestion if it were in 
town.

Isle of Wight needs a 
DMV location and it should 

be accessible to everyone 
in and around the county 
it serves. I strongly sug-
gest DMV seek out another 
property outside of town 
limits to address a serious 
and immediate need.

Dave Lyons
Carrollton

Racism magically
has gone away

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

I just learned that sys-
temic racism, and oppres-
sion in general, have been 

completely eliminated from 
Virginia and the entire 
USA! At least this is the 
case according to the three 
middle-aged white males 
on the Isle of Wight School 
Board, John Collick, Jason 
Maresh and Mark Wooster, 
who voted to approve re-
cent restrictions on what 
may be taught in our coun-
ty schools. 

Wow, I guess America 
really is great again, a place 
where we strive to “get con-
troversial topics out of our 
classrooms”! We certainly 
don’t want to stimulate any 
actual thinking about com-
plex and sensitive issues 
in our students here in the 
good ol’ USA, where we do 
no wrong. 

I am just glad my four 
children no longer attend 
any Isle of Wight school so 
they are not subject to this 
delusional, small-minded 
policy that is being forced 
on our teachers and stu-
dents.

Keith Kremer
Smithfield

Positive. Doing what they were e 32
Poor. Setting public education ba 32
Mixed. I'm keeping an open mind 4

Who's your choice in 
Jennifer 
None. I'm a 
Jarome Bell (11%, 4 

Tommy 
Andy Baan (3%, 1 

Whole Foods (7%, 

Fresh Market (3%, 
Online (71%, 10 Votes)
Out-of-town malls, 
outlets (21%  3 Votes)
Local merchants (7%, 1 V

How would you rate the General Assembly's 2021 
session?

Way too much liberal activism (88%, 7 Votes)

Excellent. History-making progress on 
several fronts (13%, 1 Votes)

Mixed bag

Positive. Doing what they 
were elected to do

47%

Poor. Setting 
public 

education 
back
47%

Mixed. I'm 
keeping an 
open mind 

6%

What's your assessment 
of the new conservative 
majority on the Isle of 
Wight School Board?

This week's poll question: Should the 
Smithfield Town Council override the 

Planning Commission and approve 
plans for a building to house a new 

DMV office? Sound off at 
SmithfieldTimes.com.

• See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 3
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“Someone’s sitting in the shade today because 
someone planted a tree a long time ago.”

— Warren Buffett
American business magnate
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Our Forum

For reasons that baffle us and unnecessarily cause great 
distrust and discord in the community, Smithfield and Isle 
of Wight County officials too often muzzle the very people 
they were elected to represent.

The county Planning Commission and Board of Super-
visors have adopted ordinances preventing citizen com-
ments on matters that have previously been the subject 
of public hearings. The change facilitated a metaphorical 
sucker punch to the gut of citizens in central and southern 
Isle of Wight when the three supervisors who represent 
the other end of the county reversed course and foisted a 
deeply unpopular solar farm on one of the county’s most 
heavily traveled and scenic gateways: Route 460 between 
Zuni and Windsor.

Without even any statutory justification on his side, 
Mayor Steve Bowman declared that citizens won’t be 
heard during an Aug. 31 work session on one of the most 
consequential projects in the town’s history: a mixed-use 
development on the western edge of downtown that would 
more than double the population of Smithfield’s historic 
district.

Town Manager Michael Stallings confirmed to us on 
Monday that no state statute, town ordinance or written 
policy forbids citizen comments at the Grange at 10Main 
work session.

So why would town officials shut citizens out of such 
an important conversation? Councilman Mike Smith, 
who threw the brakes on an effort to rush a recklessly 
premature decision on the Grange earlier this month, 
specifically noted, during his motion to table, the need for 
more dialogue between the developer and the citizenry. 
Yet, barring a last-minute change of heart, no such dialogue 
will occur, citizens having been told instead to email their 
comments and questions.

Were no lessons learned from the Mallory Scott Farm 
debacle of 2021? A housing project even more unpopular 
than the Grange was forced on the town’s citizens, who 
chose the only recourse available to them and tossed out 
of office the mayor who was the face of town arrogance on 
the 800-plus-home development.

Bowman, who succeeded Carter Williams, ran and was 
elected on a platform of more transparency and account-
ability in town decision-making. But this month’s public 
hearing on the Grange felt like Mallory Scott all over again.

Bowman and perhaps others on the council don’t 
comprehend just how chapped citizens are by the secrecy 
and manipulation that have plagued the Grange since its 
inception. It’s a worthy project that could have succeeded 
on its merits, but instead the developer and certain town 
and county officials have worked repeatedly to keep tax-
payers in the dark. 

When Isle of Wight Supervisor Don Rosie said in 2022 
that it felt like a taxpayer-funded farmers market at the 
Grange was being forced on the county, he didn’t know 
the half of it. Our Stephen Faleski’s exhaustive reporting 
on the backroom scheming of Grange boosters in recent 
months should turn the stomach of anyone who believes 
that transparent, accountable government is an ideal to be 
practiced, not just a campaign slogan.

Always let the 
people speak

Smithfield answered the bell when phone was invented
I’m old enough to be among those who might still ask 

someone to “give me a ring” when they have a chance.
A ring? Phones haven’t truly “rung” in a long while. 

They once had bells and tiny clappers. 
An electric current sent through the 
telephone wire activated the clapper 
and it rang the bell whenever a call 
came. When the bell rang, we rushed to 
pick up before the caller hung up. 

Whoever was closest to the phone 
had the duty of answering it because 
there was only one in the house, usually 
located in a hall or other central location 
to make it easy to reach.

If we were on a party line, which 
most rural residents were, folks up and down the road 
could also hear your phone ring. Each customer had a set 

number of rings to distinguish from other customers on the 
line, but a neighbor just might also pick up and listen for a 
while — only out of neighborly concern, you understand.

What we didn’t have for quite a 
while were rotary dial phones. Before 
my time, there were the classic wooden 
wall phones. A crank on the side of the 
phone activated a ring in the phone office, 
where an operator would connect you to 
whomever you were calling. 

By the time I came along, more famil-
iar black desk phones were in use. They 
too had no rotary dial. To make a call, you 
had to ask for assistance from an opera-
tor. I’ve watched my father and mother 

do that many times. They would pick up the receiver, then 
click the cutoff buttons a couple of times rapidly, and loudly 

say “Central” into the mouthpiece.
An operator in the telephone office in Smithfield, who 

invariably knew them personally, would respond by asking 
how she could help. 

“Give me Doctor Warren” (local physician Dr. Hugh 
Warren) was often the only instruction necessary. They 
would know the number and dial it for you.

The march toward modern phone service took a giant 
step when rotary phones were introduced. Imagine being 
able to make a call without going through an operator. It 
was pretty amazing. And the march continued as “local” 
calling was extended well beyond local exchanges, mobile 
phones were invented, and before we knew what had hap-
pened, phone books mostly disappeared along with the 
land lines that were the underpinning of phone service for 
more than a century.

By John Edwards

IN THE

SHORT
ROWS

Reader Forum

The Chuckatuck Creek Bridge was built as an integral link in the James River Bridge system 
constructed in 1928. This bridge and the Nansemond River Bridge completed the highway link 
between the Peninsula and Norfolk, long before there was a Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel. The 
old Chuckatuck Creek and Nansemond River bridges were replaced in the 1970s.

Chuckatuck Creek

Shocking flip
by supervisors

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

I was truly shocked at 
the vote to reverse the con-
ditional use permit denied 
in February for the Carver 
solar project, or reject the 
motion to approval, however 
you word it, by the Isle of 
Wight Board of Supervisors. 
Why can’t this board make a 
decision and stick to it?

I want to commend Su-
pervisors Don Rosie and Joel 
Acree for sticking with their 
original vote to deny this 
project. Our community will 
be directly impacted. 

We came together in Jan-
uary to try to stop this proj-
ect from surrounding our 
homes. During that meeting 
many residents expressed 
concerns and asked them to 
deny this project. We also 
provided over 400 signatures 
opposing this. In a rural area 
like ours, that is a significant 
number of signatures. There 
were also a number of emails 
sent to the board members. 
The board seemed to appre-
ciate the information. After 
consideration, the board 
voted 3-2 to deny Carver the 
permit, however they now 
say it was not denied but put 
on hold.

The concerns of the cit-
izens of Isle of Wight still 
exist, but now Supervisors 
Rudolph Jefferson and Wil-
liam McCarty think the poor 
farmers should be able to 
afford to live out their lives 
without having to worry, 
because their plans to pass 
the farms onto the next gener-
ation are not working out for 
them. I don’t understand why 
we have to provide a com-
fortable retirement for the 
farmers, when we as citizens 
have to be responsible for our 
individual retirement plans.

Supervisor Dick Grice, 
who isn’t seeking reelection, 
is looking out for the north-
ern part of Isle of Wight, not 
the entire county. He took it 
upon himself to pick up the 
negotiations with Carver on 
his own. He boasted at the 
July meeting that he asked 
Carver for “the moon” and 
they responded with mon-
etary incentives that Mr. 
Grice found it impossible to 
ignore. He also made a bud-
getary decision to allocate 
this money for new schools 
and new fire trucks. This will 
mainly benefit the northern 
section of our county. Smith-
field is growing by leaps and 
bounds; a new hospital and, 
according to The Smithfield 
Times, over 1,500 new resi-
dential units are slated for 
the area. This will definitely 
increase the taxes being paid 
to the county.

Please stop dividing us as 
a county. We are all citizens 
of Isle of Wight and deserve 
to be heard.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank White
Zuni

Citizens
ignored

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

I’m writing to express 
my utter disappointment 
with Isle of Wight’s Board of 
Supervisors. Their overall 
lack of support and leader-
ship concerning the Carver 
solar farm was absolutely 
disheartening. 

They, as a whole, did not 
listen to “the people,” their 
constituents. The people’s 
concerns were voiced and, 
unfortunately, fell on deaf 
ears. Supervisors Don Rosie 
and Joel Acree were the only 
ones who heard us. 

This board went as far as 
to shut down public comment 

on the issue while the devel-
oper was allowed to continue 
lobbying. The board was 
also supposed to be getting 
feedback from the task force 
created, specifically, for this 
very issue. The task force 
was to provide them with in-
formation to help with their 
decision. Since the decision 
was made to go ahead with 
the voting, without the in-
volvement of said task force, 
the board really showed us, 
the county residents, “the 
people,” that our input is not 
important. 

It presents as a money 
thing now based on reports 
of “solo” negotiations with 
certain board members. I 
guess they didn’t read the 
part about our rural heritage. 
That slowly but surely is on 
its way out the door. 

I hope the residents of 
Isle of Wight County remem-
ber how this group of board 
members acted and how 
they did not listen to their 
constituents when it’s time 
to vote again.

Danny Orie
Zuni

Appalled by
solar vote

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

I am appalled by the vote 
to approve the Carter Solar 
project in Windsor. How can 
Rudolph Jefferson, William 
M. McCarty and Dick Grice 
ignore the majority of con-
stituents and approve an 
unproven technology.

The basic tenet of gov-
ernment is that the elected 
represent the “people” who 
elect them. Instead, it appears 
money means more than the 
people. It is also an oddity 
that the three who approved 
the project are from the other 

end of the county. On top of 
that, Grice broke a golden 
rule (not a law) and nego-
tiated outside his covered 
district.

Wonder why people dis-
trust government? Look no 
further than the Isle of Wight 
Board of Supervisors!

Jim Minton
Smithfield

No rush on
Grange vote

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

Recent letters dredged 
up yellow scare language 
to attack the proposed de-
velopment of the Grange at 
10Main. The letters should be 
called out for the xenophobic 
nonsense they are, and as 
far as the proposed devel-
opment goes there is plenty 
to be concerned about with-
out conjuring up imaginary 
Communist fifth columnists.

The proposed devel-
opment will dramatically 
change the size, density 
and character of downtown 
Smithfield. These changes 
could turn out to be positive 
or negative, so I applaud our 
Town Council for taking 
the time to fully consider all 
aspects of this development. 
The development will impact 
traffic patterns, public utili-
ties, schools and emergency 
services, all of which require 
study and discussion prior to 
making a decision.

Additionally, there is the 
developer’s nebulous request 
for some amount of public 
funding, which he may want. 
Of course, the developer re-
fuses to state what exactly he 
wants, nor has he made any 
argument for how a public 
investment in his private 
development will benefit 

SmithfieldTimes.com reader poll

Results are as of 6:30 p.m. Aug. 28. This week’s poll
question: Has Isle of Wight County Schools been sufficiently

transparent about overspending its fiscal 2022 budget?
Sound off at SmithfieldTimes.com.

• See ROWS, p. 3

• See LETTERS, p. 3
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because you can only do a little. Do what you 
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Our Forum

School administrators have a tough job when it comes 
to sensitive personnel matters. 

On one hand, a person accused of wrongdoing has some 
legitimate expectation of privacy while an investigation 
is conducted. On the other, many stakeholders, especially 
parents, have a legitimate interest when their children’s 
safety has likely been compromised.

Isle of Wight County Schools appear to have flunked 
that balancing act in the case of Andrew Henson, a former 
Smithfield High School Teacher of the Year who lost his 
teaching license after resigning when evidence surfaced 
of an alleged sexual relationship with a student.

Our Stephen Faleski broke the story last month after 
an alert citizen stumbled on Henson’s license revocation 
during an unrelated review of public records. Several 
weeks later, IWCS officials remain silent on their handling 
of the matter, including the critical question of whether 
Henson’s students or their parents were notified of his 
alleged misdeeds at the time administrators became aware 
of them. 

Henson resigned on Feb. 18, 2022, eight days after one 
of his former students told school administrators of the 
alleged affair. A record of the Virginia Board of Education’s 
March 22, 2023, licensure hearing states that the student, 
who’s now in college, gave IWCS screenshots, pictures and 
messages from her time as an SHS junior during the 2019-
20 school year to corroborate the “existence and nature” 
of the relationship.

A partially redacted incident report from the Isle of 
Wight County Sheriff’s Office states the relationship may 
have begun as early as the student’s freshman and soph-
omore years at SHS, where Henson taught world history 
and sociology. He was not charged criminally.

According to public records, Isle of Wight County 
Schools conducted its own investigation into Henson and 
provided a summary to the School Board by memorandum 
on April 21, 2022. Based on that memo, former Superinten-
dent Jim Thornton filed a petition on May 16, 2022, seeking 
the revocation of Henson’s teaching license.

The School Board conducted a closed-session hearing on 
the petition on Aug. 11, 2022, accepted Thornton’s petition 
and forwarded the matter to the state.

Five months later, a state investigative panel voted 
unanimously on Jan. 27 to recommend the Board of Edu-
cation revoke Henson’s license. 

 Faleski asked administrators specifically whether any 
parents or students of Henson were notified in 2022 when 
officials learned of the alleged affair.

“The school division does not comment on specific 
personnel or student matters,” IWCS spokeswoman Lynn 
Briggs responded.

We’re not picking on Briggs, a top-notch public-rela-
tions professional who can only release information that’s 
authorized by the superintendent or school board, but the 
division’s response is wholly inadequate.

Even though more than a year has passed since Hen-
son’s departure, administrators owe stakeholders a de-
tailed explanation of their handling of the matter, including 
whether parents of Henson’s students were notified. We’re 
left to assume that they weren’t, as the matter surely would 
have become public knowledge. With Henson long gone, 
his interest should be the least of the school division’s 
considerations.  

While it should never be a factor in deciding what to 
disclose and when, embarrassment is often a motivating 
factor when public officials keep important information 
hidden from the most important constituencies they serve.

In this case, we hope IWCS didn’t conceal the informa-
tion to protect its own reputation. Certainly, it’s embar-
rassing for the school division to have honored as Teacher 
of the Year a man who would soon resign without fighting 
very serious allegations of misconduct. But there’s no 
evidence that administrators knew of the allegations at 
the time that award was given. People understand that on 
campuses with hundreds of kids and adults, misbehavior 
will sometimes occur. School administrators are usually 
judged more on their handling of an incident than on the 
fact that an incident occurred.

In the Henson case, important questions linger about 
IWCS’ actions. Administrators and, if necessary, the School 
Board, should work quickly to provide answers.

Answers needed
on IWCS scandal

Long live the sweet pickle, 
a Southern delicacy

There are few summer aromas that match that of cu-
cumbers steeping in vinegar and herbs, on their way to 
becoming sweet pickle. And once made, 
of course, there are few things that equal 
the taste of a good, crisp sweet pickle 
slice. I can never stop at eating one.

Sweet pickle has been a part of local 
lore and taste across the Virginia coun-
tryside for generations and generations. 
Anne uses a recipe handed down by her 
grandmother, who received it from hers 
and so on. It’s about the same recipe my 
mother used, and it was passed down as 
well. So, our pickling fancy has multiple 
roots, all well established.

To explain the importance of the summer pickling 
tradition, I’ll relate a short anecdote. A very dear aunt of 

mine, Annie Seward of Surry, had a heart attack in 1997. 
She lived for several days, but at 89, the attack proved 

fatal. My last visit with her was in the 
hospital, on the day she died. Putting 
things in what to her was the proper 
perspective, she said, “Johnny, I’m 
worried about my cucumbers. They 
were in the sink soaking.”

I never found out what happened 
to Aunt Beck’s cucumbers, but I’ve 
missed her sweet pickles, as I’ve 
missed her, a country lady who never 
lost sight of the important role she 
played in life.

I took sweet pickle for granted most of my life until the 

By John Edwards

IN THE

SHORT
ROWS

Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers of up to 330 words. Letters should express 
opinions on current events rather than introduce 
previously unreported facts. If you state something 
as fact that has not previously been reported by the 
Times, please include the source of the information. 
Avoid personal attacks. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification of 
authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters as 
needed for length and clarity. We will publish no more 
than one letter per month per author. Mail letters to The 
Smithfield Times, P.O. Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or 
email to editor@smithfieldtimes.com by noon Monday 
for consideration for the current week’s edition.

This view of Jones Creek shows the Willis Milby Store, left, which opened in 1880 and closed 
in 1927. As a point of reference, Rescue Marine would later be built roughly in the center of the 
area shown. The photograph is from the collection of the late H.C. Minga.  (The Smithfield Times 
file photo)

Early view of Rescue

Concerns about
Grange at 10Main

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times: 

The property being con-
sidered for the Grange at 
10Main development would 
be a good site for a well-
planned, mixed-use devel-
opment. The application 
before Town Council, with a 
possible vote on Aug. 1, is a 
developer-prepared package, 
with inadequate vetting by 
the town and Planning Com-
mission. If a vote is taken on 
the rezoning as presented, 
the vote should be no.  

Before the rezoning re-
quests can be considered, 
the following needs to be 
reviewed and the town’s best 
interest incorporated:  

Farmers market: Cur-
rently incorporated into 
the anchor structure of the 
development,  the farmers 
market isn’t compatible in 
form or function from a 
design perspective, not fi-
nancially feasible and not 
desirable, for vendors or 
citizens, to have the beloved 
“small-town” market moved 
indoors. 

The Farmers Market 
needs to be taken out of 
this equation. Have a task 
force thoroughly investigate 
options for a permanent out-
door farmers market and let 

this development stand on 
its own merits.

Public funds: Town Coun-
cil voted to contribute $1.4 
million toward the mar-
ket, Isle of Wight County 
supervisors another $1.4 
million. The development 
team’s financial analysis 
in January showed intent 
to recoup $7.6 million, not 
including interest, for infra-
structure. This request is 
unprecedented either in the 
county or the town. The sev-
enth-fastest-growing county 
in Virginia doesn’t need to 
pay developers for what is 
primarily a housing com-
munity.  

The developer’s request 
for rezoning with “imag-
inary” renderings of the 
development — 304 homes, 
three- and four-story apart-
ment buildings, restaurants 
and retail — contains no 

conditions. There is nothing 
that ties the development 
team – with Venture Realty 
Group and WeldenField & 
Rowe responsible for home 
construction once the proj-
ect gets rezoned – to any 
renderings or concept plans.  

While some Town Coun-
cil members claim they 
won’t use public funds (be-
yond the $1.4 pledged to the 
farmers market) for this 
development, once it is re-
zoned, with no conditions 
required, the developer has 
all the power. “Imagine” 
the cheapest housing being 
planned unless public funds 
are provided or “economic 
uncertainty” dictating all 
housing (phase II) put in pri-
or to public/retail structures 
and no landscaping (think 
Benn’s Grant).  

Joe Luter IV says the 
numbers the development 

team prepared for the pro-
posed cost participation 
agreement are inflated – that 
they have new estimates but 
that they won’t be made pub-
lic until a formal funding re-
quest is made to the council. 
That is not a philanthropic 
developer – but one making 
unprecedented and unrea-
sonable demands.  

Leah Walker 
Smithfield

Grange needs
more vetting

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

On May 4, 2022, Joe Luter 
IV took out a full-page ad 
in The Smithfield Times to 
outline the vision he and 
his father have for the de-
velopment at Route 258 and 
Main Street. In that ad, he 
highlighted his father’s ties 
to the area and some of the 
critical elements they want-
ed to include: farmers mar-
ket, housing, retail space, 
restaurants, green space and 
parking.  

He indicated they had en-
listed the help of Historical 
Concepts, a premier land 
planner out of Atlanta. He 
also stated that his father 

SmithfieldTimes.com reader poll

Results are as of 6:15 p.m. July 24. This week’s poll question:
Do you support Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s call for

further investment in nuclear energy? Sound off at
SmithfieldTimes.com.

• See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 3
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