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Our Forum

Finally, perhaps, a breakthrough in town and county 
leadership’s mindset on residential growth, this commu-
nity’s most pressing opportunity and challenge. 

Jennifer Boykin, Isle of Wight County planning com-
missioner, said it well during a recent meeting where 
commissioners wisely tabled one in a long line of housing 
projects under construction or on the drawing board.

“I think we do our community a disservice when we 
look at each development application on its own and not 
all of the development applications that are out there or 
coming our way,” she told colleagues.

Amen.
Smithfield Planning Commissioner Thomas Pope has 

tried to say the same over the past couple of years, most 
recently regarding schools when the Grange at 10Main 
was being debated. He asked about the cumulative effect 
of residential growth approved and proposed on schools, 
when others were hyperfocused on the impact of the 
Grange alone. We’re not sure he ever got straight answers.

Anything less than complete support of every residen-
tial development proposed can get you ostracized by town 
leadership. As we learned during the Grange fiasco, if you 
express even one concern, Chairman Charles Bryan will 
tell the Town Council you’re “not bold enough,” and urge 
the council to ignore your recommendation.

Boykin, the county commissioner, is right. Appointed 
and elected leadership needs to hit the pause button on proj-
ect approvals and take a comprehensive look at residential 
growth and its cumulative effects on this community. With 
so much housing in the pipeline, no single project can be 
considered in a vacuum. 

Rather than approving random roundabouts to serve 
specific subdivisions, leadership must assess what road 
infrastructure improvements are needed to handle all of 
the coming growth. Then make a master roads plan. Same 
for schools, law enforcement and sewer. Heaven knows 
we have enough water, courtesy of the Norfolk Water 
Deal debacle. (Rest in peace, Al Casteen, the voice in the 
wilderness more than a decade ago when that ill-advised 
deal went down.)

County supervisors’ approach to managing the prolifer-
ation of solar farms might have merit in the way this com-
munity deals with housing. Set a reasonable short-term cap 
on new rooftops and appoint an independent commission 
to study residential growth and make recommendations.

Isle of Wight and Smithfield should grow, but not 
recklessly.

Big picture must
be considered on
housing growth

Mixing government and religion never ends well
Theocracy: a system of government in which priests rule 

in the name of God or a god.

Those who would toy with cre-
ating a theocracy in the United 
States — and they are frighteningly 
numerous — need only look to the 
disastrous result of religious conflict 
in other countries and other centu-
ries, as well as its too-often negative 
impact here, to see what a horrible 
idea it would be. And if they won’t 
look, the rest of us should.

Some of our country’s most 
conservative religious zealots are 
determined to declare the United 
States a Christian nation, which would be governed by 
Christian doctrine. They, of course, would be the “priests” 

who define that doctrine as it relates to society. We are not 
so far from that happening. In fact, we have taken major 
steps in that direction.

Eighteenth and 19th century racist 
Christians used the Bible to defend slav-
ery. Late 19th and 20th century racist 
Christians continued using it to defend 
segregation and the Jim Crow apartheid 
structure in the South and regrettably, part 
of the north, that has done so much to hold 
back African Americans trying to claim 
their share of what we are wont to call the 
American Dream.

More recently, anti-abortionists have 
picked up the mantle and have driven the 
country far to the right of much of the world 

in legislative restrictions that dictate the right of women 
to control their own bodies. Women are dying and girls 

barely into puberty are being forced to carry the children 
of depraved relatives who have raped them. 

We weren’t finished with that fight when LGBTQ 
ostracism was added to our growing list of culture wars, 
also known as things to hate. And we are now determined 
to give individuals the right to restrict what others are 
allowed to read.

The separation of church and state wasn’t an accident. 
It was a direct outgrowth of both the Protestant Refor-
mation and the Enlightenment. Seventeenth and 18th 
century philosophers, whose work we regularly praise 
as the foundation of our democracy, correctly saw that 
when civil power was given to religion, man’s progress 
was inevitably hindered. They didn’t have to look back too 
far to see clear examples of it in the Spanish Inquisition 
and the excesses of Papal Rome.

By John Edwards
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This little farm outbuilding stood near Four Square Road and was photographed in the 1970s. 
It has long since finished sagging into history. It has absolutely no historic significance except, 
perhaps, to serve as a reminder of the rural landscape in Isle of Wight and Surry that has since 
largely disappeared. (Smithfield Times file photo)

Going, going ...

Surry lets down
Dendron seniors

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

When the Dendron Post 
Office closed, a group of 
Dendron residents and 
their supervisor lobbied 
the county to purchase the 
building. The town need-
ed a community place to 
gather.

These residents then 
volunteered their time and 
materials to help refurbish 
the space, build a kitchen 
and save the old post office. 
For a couple of years it was 
used for Trunk or Treat, 

weekly and monthly meet-
ings, Christmas gatherings, 
tree lightings, voting, fami-
ly reunions, etc. 

It all came to a screech-
ing halt a couple of years 
ago when county admin-
istration said the seniors 
could no longer meet at 
the Parks and Rec. Build-
ing. The seniors were told 
to meet in the open-air 
Farmers Market Pavillion 
with no restrooms. There 
were understandable com-
plaints. 

Our County Adminis-
trator then booted the town 
out of the Dendron Commu-
nity Center, without coun-
ty board or Town Coun-

cil approval, and moved 
the seniors into the small 
building, over the objec-
tions of the same seniors.

This year, the Town 
of Dendron needs a place 
to gather for the annual 
Christmas gathering, so 
I politely approached Ms. 
Melissa Rollins, county 
administrator, for permis-
sion. I was told unequiv-
ocally, and immediately, 
no. Citizens attempted to 
contact our supervisor, 
Brenton Byrd, and got no 
response. I asked Tim Cal-
houn, board member, to 
contact county administra-
tion and board members. 
He got no response from 

some and others told him 
no. 

This is just one example 
of the poor governance of 
the county under the pres-
ent board and senior staff. 
Should we have to beg for 
the use of our town build-
ing? Deliver our seniors to 
the spacious Parks and Rec 
building, which was origi-
nally financed and built by 
a grant for the seniors. Or 
better yet, create a space 
in one of the underutilized 
portions of our beautiful 
public schools for the se-
niors.

Surry County admin-

SmithfieldTimes.com reader poll

Results are as of 4:10 p.m. Oct. 30. This week’s poll question:
Should politicians’ failure to answer journalists’ questions and

participate in candidate forums be a factor in voters’ decisions?
Sound off at SmithfieldTimes.com. • See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 6
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Staff report

The James River Associ-
ation released its biennial 
State of the James report 
Thursday, Oct. 26, showing 
the overall health of the 
river at a grade B with a 
score of 66%. 

The overall grade of the 
State of the James has im-
proved to a B with a score of 
66% from its failing health 
decades ago, according to 
a JRA news release. Al-
though the pace of prog-
ress has slowed, a grade-A 
James River is possible if 
we address key issues. It is 
estimated that the James 
River’s health in the 1970’s 
would have been a D minus.

“The James River has 
come a long way since JRA 
was founded in 1976, and is 
now a prized asset for the 
communities that surround 
it, playing an important 
role in people’s lives every-
day,” JRA Chief Executive 
Officer and President Bill 
Street said. “While prog-
ress has slowed in recent 
years as the river faces new 
challenges from climate 
change, we see signs that a 
grade A James is possible 
if we keep up our collective 
commitment and all do our 
part to safeguard the river 
for future generations.”

JRA’s State of the James 
is essentially a report card 
for the river, summarizing 
ongoing efforts to bring the 
James back to full health, 
according to the news re-
lease. This critical assess-
ment, compiled using data 
from partners across the 
watershed, examines the 
status and trends of eigh-
teen indicators across two 
categories of River Health 

and River Restoration Prog-
ress.

In terms of good news 
for the James, underwater 
grasses expanded to their 
highest total on record and 
tidal water quality also 
returned to its recent high. 
Both of these indicators 
are largely influenced by 
pollution from upstream 
sources, so their collec-
tive improvement signi-
fies broader progress, JRA 
explained in the release. 
Additionally, continued 
investment in clean wa-
ter programs for wastewa-
ter, agriculture and urban 
stormwater has yielded 
direct improvements in 
pollution controls, which 
have helped to improve the 
overall health of the river.

“The State of the James 
demonstrates a strong cor-
relation between funding 
by Virginia in clean water 
programs and the health 
of the James River. The 
recent historic level of in-
vestments in wastewater 
and agricultural pollution 
controls are already paying 
dividends for the millions 
of Virginians who rely on 
the James River,” JRA Lead 
Policy Advocate Nathan 
Thomson said. “The more 
we invest in the river, the 
greater the improvement in 
river health and benefits to 
the community.”

Unfortunately, Ameri-
can shad, the report’s first 
ever 0% indicator as of 2021, 
still remains in a critical 
state. Upon the urging of 
JRA and partners, Vir-
ginia’s General Assembly 
allocated funding toward 
the creation of a recovery 
plan for American shad. 
The recovery plan is due to 

the General Assembly next 
month.

A recent stock assess-
ment conducted by the At-
lantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission found 
that coastwide populations 
of American shad were 
depleted, and monitoring 
by the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science has found 
that American shad abun-
dances in the James River 
are at an all-time low.

“The conservation and 
management of American 
shad in the rivers of Virgin-
ia will take a continued and 
coordinated effort by multi-
ple partners to address both 
direct and indirect pres-
sures on this species,” Dr. 
Eric Hilton of VIMS said.

VIMS will be submitting 
a report to the General As-
sembly in November detail-
ing the threats to the shad 
population in the James 
River and recommending 
actions that need to be tak-
en to evaluate these threats 
and stem the decline, ac-
cording to the release.

“To save this iconic spe-
cies and other migratory 
fish in the James, Virginia 
must take swift action to 
address the threats identi-
fied in the American shad 
recovery plan,” James Riv-
erkeeper Tom Dunlap said. 
“We cannot let such an 
important part of our river 
ecosystem, our history and 
our culture disappear from 
the James River.”

To learn more about the 
State of the James, visit sta-
teofthejames.org, or contact 
Erin Hillert at ehillert@
thejamesriver.org or 608-
239-2644 to be connected 
with a member of JRA’s 
advocacy team.

State of the James report 
gives health a ‘B’ grade

Staff report

James Roger Holland Jr. 
and Diane Bowles Holland 
recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  

Roger and Diane were 
married on Sept, 2, 1973 at 
Sycamore Baptist Church in 
Franklin by the Rev James 
Luck. 

They have been blessed 
with six children, Scott, Amy, 
Beth, Eric, Adam and Caleb 
and seven grandchildren. 
Roger recently retired from 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard after 
35 years. Diane retired from 
the UPS Store in Smithfield 
in 2017. They are lifelong 
residents of Smithfield.

Roger and Diane cele-
brated their milestone an-
niversary with 60 family 
members and friends at a cel-
ebration event held on Sept. 
2, at the American Legion 
in Smithfield. Afterwards, 
they traveled the country on 
a “funnymoon” to visit with 
extended family and lifelong 
friends. They look forward 
to spending more time with 
each other and their family, 
especially their grandchil-
dren. 

Hollands celebrate 
50th anniversary

Diane and Roger Holland celebrated their 50th 
anniversary Sept. 2 with 60 family members and 
friends.

John Calvin, Huldrych 
Zwingli, John Knox, Martin 
Luther, John Wesley and 
other religious reformers 
believed to varying degrees 
in religious freedom from 
government interference.

By the time the United 
States Constitution and Bill 
of Rights were penned, the 
concept of religious freedom 
was widely accepted, though 
not in law. 

I believe our Founding 
Fathers were, in fact, di-
vinely inspired when they 
declared a clean separation 
of church and state. 

Thomas Jefferson, the 
leading proponent of the 
concept, envisioned it as a 
“wall of separation.” Jeffer-
son considered one of his 
greatest contributions to 
be the Virginia Statute for 
Religious Freedom, upon 
which the First Amendment 
heavily leaned.

The First Amendment, 
its application later broad-
ened by the 14th, has defined 
our view of religion and 
government until recently. 
Now, however, there is a 
serious movement to undo 
that model. Zealots of the 
right are arguing that the 
First Amendment restricts 
government from interfer-
ing with religion but does 
nothing to prevent religion 
from dictating the parame-
ters of government. 

That’s been the basis for 
the anti-abortion movement 
and now the anti-gay move-
ment. Rest assured that, 
given the opportunity, racist 
views that have never gone 
away will be embraced by 
the more extreme of that ilk 
if given the opportunity.

In short, they see religion 
as the bludgeon with which 
they can achieve control 
over segments of the popula-

tion by defining actions they 
don’t like as “anti-Christian” 
and thus “anti-American.”

Recent hate crimes have 
all too often been a reflection 
of religious intolerance, and 
their numbers are increas-
ing rapidly. Rather than 
fueling hate by trying to re-
define the U.S. as a religious 
institution, we should be 
embracing the cultural and 
racial diversity that has been 
our strength. 

Instead, we find ourselves 
philosophically not all that 
far removed from the Salem 
witch trials, which were a 
deadly homegrown example 
of intolerant religion dictat-
ing social norms.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.

• Continued from p. 2
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because you can only do a little. Do what you 
can”
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Our Forum

School administrators have a tough job when it comes 
to sensitive personnel matters. 

On one hand, a person accused of wrongdoing has some 
legitimate expectation of privacy while an investigation 
is conducted. On the other, many stakeholders, especially 
parents, have a legitimate interest when their children’s 
safety has likely been compromised.

Isle of Wight County Schools appear to have flunked 
that balancing act in the case of Andrew Henson, a former 
Smithfield High School Teacher of the Year who lost his 
teaching license after resigning when evidence surfaced 
of an alleged sexual relationship with a student.

Our Stephen Faleski broke the story last month after 
an alert citizen stumbled on Henson’s license revocation 
during an unrelated review of public records. Several 
weeks later, IWCS officials remain silent on their handling 
of the matter, including the critical question of whether 
Henson’s students or their parents were notified of his 
alleged misdeeds at the time administrators became aware 
of them. 

Henson resigned on Feb. 18, 2022, eight days after one 
of his former students told school administrators of the 
alleged affair. A record of the Virginia Board of Education’s 
March 22, 2023, licensure hearing states that the student, 
who’s now in college, gave IWCS screenshots, pictures and 
messages from her time as an SHS junior during the 2019-
20 school year to corroborate the “existence and nature” 
of the relationship.

A partially redacted incident report from the Isle of 
Wight County Sheriff’s Office states the relationship may 
have begun as early as the student’s freshman and soph-
omore years at SHS, where Henson taught world history 
and sociology. He was not charged criminally.

According to public records, Isle of Wight County 
Schools conducted its own investigation into Henson and 
provided a summary to the School Board by memorandum 
on April 21, 2022. Based on that memo, former Superinten-
dent Jim Thornton filed a petition on May 16, 2022, seeking 
the revocation of Henson’s teaching license.

The School Board conducted a closed-session hearing on 
the petition on Aug. 11, 2022, accepted Thornton’s petition 
and forwarded the matter to the state.

Five months later, a state investigative panel voted 
unanimously on Jan. 27 to recommend the Board of Edu-
cation revoke Henson’s license. 

 Faleski asked administrators specifically whether any 
parents or students of Henson were notified in 2022 when 
officials learned of the alleged affair.

“The school division does not comment on specific 
personnel or student matters,” IWCS spokeswoman Lynn 
Briggs responded.

We’re not picking on Briggs, a top-notch public-rela-
tions professional who can only release information that’s 
authorized by the superintendent or school board, but the 
division’s response is wholly inadequate.

Even though more than a year has passed since Hen-
son’s departure, administrators owe stakeholders a de-
tailed explanation of their handling of the matter, including 
whether parents of Henson’s students were notified. We’re 
left to assume that they weren’t, as the matter surely would 
have become public knowledge. With Henson long gone, 
his interest should be the least of the school division’s 
considerations.  

While it should never be a factor in deciding what to 
disclose and when, embarrassment is often a motivating 
factor when public officials keep important information 
hidden from the most important constituencies they serve.

In this case, we hope IWCS didn’t conceal the informa-
tion to protect its own reputation. Certainly, it’s embar-
rassing for the school division to have honored as Teacher 
of the Year a man who would soon resign without fighting 
very serious allegations of misconduct. But there’s no 
evidence that administrators knew of the allegations at 
the time that award was given. People understand that on 
campuses with hundreds of kids and adults, misbehavior 
will sometimes occur. School administrators are usually 
judged more on their handling of an incident than on the 
fact that an incident occurred.

In the Henson case, important questions linger about 
IWCS’ actions. Administrators and, if necessary, the School 
Board, should work quickly to provide answers.

Answers needed
on IWCS scandal

Long live the sweet pickle, 
a Southern delicacy

There are few summer aromas that match that of cu-
cumbers steeping in vinegar and herbs, on their way to 
becoming sweet pickle. And once made, 
of course, there are few things that equal 
the taste of a good, crisp sweet pickle 
slice. I can never stop at eating one.

Sweet pickle has been a part of local 
lore and taste across the Virginia coun-
tryside for generations and generations. 
Anne uses a recipe handed down by her 
grandmother, who received it from hers 
and so on. It’s about the same recipe my 
mother used, and it was passed down as 
well. So, our pickling fancy has multiple 
roots, all well established.

To explain the importance of the summer pickling 
tradition, I’ll relate a short anecdote. A very dear aunt of 

mine, Annie Seward of Surry, had a heart attack in 1997. 
She lived for several days, but at 89, the attack proved 

fatal. My last visit with her was in the 
hospital, on the day she died. Putting 
things in what to her was the proper 
perspective, she said, “Johnny, I’m 
worried about my cucumbers. They 
were in the sink soaking.”

I never found out what happened 
to Aunt Beck’s cucumbers, but I’ve 
missed her sweet pickles, as I’ve 
missed her, a country lady who never 
lost sight of the important role she 
played in life.

I took sweet pickle for granted most of my life until the 

By John Edwards

IN THE
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Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers of up to 330 words. Letters should express 
opinions on current events rather than introduce 
previously unreported facts. If you state something 
as fact that has not previously been reported by the 
Times, please include the source of the information. 
Avoid personal attacks. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification of 
authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters as 
needed for length and clarity. We will publish no more 
than one letter per month per author. Mail letters to The 
Smithfield Times, P.O. Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or 
email to editor@smithfieldtimes.com by noon Monday 
for consideration for the current week’s edition.

This view of Jones Creek shows the Willis Milby Store, left, which opened in 1880 and closed 
in 1927. As a point of reference, Rescue Marine would later be built roughly in the center of the 
area shown. The photograph is from the collection of the late H.C. Minga.  (The Smithfield Times 
file photo)

Early view of Rescue

Concerns about
Grange at 10Main

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times: 

The property being con-
sidered for the Grange at 
10Main development would 
be a good site for a well-
planned, mixed-use devel-
opment. The application 
before Town Council, with a 
possible vote on Aug. 1, is a 
developer-prepared package, 
with inadequate vetting by 
the town and Planning Com-
mission. If a vote is taken on 
the rezoning as presented, 
the vote should be no.  

Before the rezoning re-
quests can be considered, 
the following needs to be 
reviewed and the town’s best 
interest incorporated:  

Farmers market: Cur-
rently incorporated into 
the anchor structure of the 
development,  the farmers 
market isn’t compatible in 
form or function from a 
design perspective, not fi-
nancially feasible and not 
desirable, for vendors or 
citizens, to have the beloved 
“small-town” market moved 
indoors. 

The Farmers Market 
needs to be taken out of 
this equation. Have a task 
force thoroughly investigate 
options for a permanent out-
door farmers market and let 

this development stand on 
its own merits.

Public funds: Town Coun-
cil voted to contribute $1.4 
million toward the mar-
ket, Isle of Wight County 
supervisors another $1.4 
million. The development 
team’s financial analysis 
in January showed intent 
to recoup $7.6 million, not 
including interest, for infra-
structure. This request is 
unprecedented either in the 
county or the town. The sev-
enth-fastest-growing county 
in Virginia doesn’t need to 
pay developers for what is 
primarily a housing com-
munity.  

The developer’s request 
for rezoning with “imag-
inary” renderings of the 
development — 304 homes, 
three- and four-story apart-
ment buildings, restaurants 
and retail — contains no 

conditions. There is nothing 
that ties the development 
team – with Venture Realty 
Group and WeldenField & 
Rowe responsible for home 
construction once the proj-
ect gets rezoned – to any 
renderings or concept plans.  

While some Town Coun-
cil members claim they 
won’t use public funds (be-
yond the $1.4 pledged to the 
farmers market) for this 
development, once it is re-
zoned, with no conditions 
required, the developer has 
all the power. “Imagine” 
the cheapest housing being 
planned unless public funds 
are provided or “economic 
uncertainty” dictating all 
housing (phase II) put in pri-
or to public/retail structures 
and no landscaping (think 
Benn’s Grant).  

Joe Luter IV says the 
numbers the development 

team prepared for the pro-
posed cost participation 
agreement are inflated – that 
they have new estimates but 
that they won’t be made pub-
lic until a formal funding re-
quest is made to the council. 
That is not a philanthropic 
developer – but one making 
unprecedented and unrea-
sonable demands.  

Leah Walker 
Smithfield

Grange needs
more vetting

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

On May 4, 2022, Joe Luter 
IV took out a full-page ad 
in The Smithfield Times to 
outline the vision he and 
his father have for the de-
velopment at Route 258 and 
Main Street. In that ad, he 
highlighted his father’s ties 
to the area and some of the 
critical elements they want-
ed to include: farmers mar-
ket, housing, retail space, 
restaurants, green space and 
parking.  

He indicated they had en-
listed the help of Historical 
Concepts, a premier land 
planner out of Atlanta. He 
also stated that his father 

SmithfieldTimes.com reader poll

Results are as of 6:15 p.m. July 24. This week’s poll question:
Do you support Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s call for

further investment in nuclear energy? Sound off at
SmithfieldTimes.com.

• See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 3
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*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 9/30/23. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See 
your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 9.30.2023

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E N
ATION’S

G
U

T T E R GUA

R
D1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of 
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Providing You with Unmatched Quality
Pest Control Solutions

www.riversidepestcontrol.net

757-876-6744

FOR ALL OF YOUR
PEST CONTROL NEEDS.

We o�er pest and rodent services, 
as well as wood decaying fungus and 

termite solutions. 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE CRAWLSPACE 

INSPECTIONS.
• Locally owned and operated in Isle of Wight
• A+ accredited by the Better Business Bureau. 

year 2000. When the millen-
nium began and most of the 
world’s computers didn’t 
crash, as had been predicted 
in the infamous Y2K fright, 
I thought things were going 
to be OK. 

That is, until I attended 
the county fair that year 
with plans to write a Short 
Rows about the canned 
goods. That’s when I learned 
that, right here in Isle of 
Wight County, not a single 
sweet pickle had won a rib-
bon — not Blue, Red or even 
White. The dills had walked 
away with the honors, and I 
walked away saddened that 
one more link to our county 
history — one very harmless 

Southern tradition, I might 
add — had been trampled by 
an interloper.

A few years later, we 
were eating lunch in the Ice 
Cream Parlor. Our oldest 
granddaughter, Maddie, was 
a toddler at the time and was 
in a high chair. Her mother 
handed her a slice of dill 
pickle and she loved it. She 
has ever since. She barely 
tolerates sweet pickle to this 
day, and we keep a jar of dill 
in the refrigerator for her. 
I’ve contemplated marking a 
skull and crossbones on the 
label, but thought it might be 
uncharitable. 

To be fair, I’ll eat a dill 
pickle occasionally since 

that’s the only thing sand-
wich shops and restaurants 
seem to have available. And 
if you don’t want a touch of 
sweetness in a sandwich, 
then dill’s OK. It just can’t 
replace sweet pickle.

I use sweet pickle in sand-
wiches that I make, and for 
Virginians, sweet pickle 
juice is a valued commodity, 
an important ingredient in 
coleslaw and deviled eggs. 
As a kid, I even drank small 
glasses of the sweet pickle 
liquor. Boy, was it good. And 
I’m proud to say we have a 
grandson who’ll take a sip 
as well. And his appetite for 
sweet pickle combined with 
mine prompts Anne to make 

an extra batch each summer.
There are numerous 

Southern traditions that 
we would do well to forever 
bury, but not so our cui-
sine. Black-eyed peas and 
stewed tomatoes (served 
together, of course), clabber 
biscuits or their modern 
equivalent, fried chicken 
and dry-cured ham — the list 
is long and mouthwatering. 
And as a condiment to most 
meals, the sweet pickle has 
no equal.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.

intends to “contribute any 
of his profits back to the 
town for future needs and 
improvements.” He stressed 
that they, unlike other de-
velopers, are not looking 
to maximize density and 
profits. 

It was easy to embrace 
all of that. The ad also stated 
that they would be submit-
ting a formal plan within the 
next 90 days.  

In fact, the plan was pre-
sented publicly for the first 
time in April 2023. They have 
since eliminated the highly 
regarded Historical Con-
cepts from the planning and 
now plan to request taxpayer 
reimbursement for the com-
mon area infrastructure. 
Based on the initial infor-
mation discovered in a FOIA 
request by The Smithfield 
Times, the developer wants 
to be reimbursed 75% of the 
gross tax revenue that the 
project generates for seven 
years. That works out to over 
$10 million. What happened 
to donating his profits back 
to the town?  

Smithfield taxpayers do 
not need to subsidize devel-
opment. Joe Luter IV also 
stated publicly that he plans 
to turn the development over 
to Venture Realty Group 
after they complete the hotel, 
Farmers Market and com-
mercial space. Take a look 
at some of the projects that 
Venture Realty Group has 
been involved in and decide 
for yourself if that is what is 
appropriate for downtown 
historic Smithfield.  

There is no denying that 
Joe Luter III loves this town; 
his tremendous contribu-
tions started with helping 
to brick the sidewalks in 
the 1980s and continued 
with turning the old high 

school into the very popular 
YMCA, developing Wind-
sor Castle Park, building 
the Luter Family Sports 
Complex and even locating 
his Fortune 500 company 
in downtown Smithfield. 
The town has had just four 
months to review and ask 
questions about the largest, 
most transformational de-
velopment in the history of 
Smithfield. That is just not 
enough time.  

Careful, thoughtful and 
thorough review of the 
Grange will ensure Joe Lut-
er III’s legacy for philan-
thropy, attention to detail 
and exemplary design will 
be upheld.  

Renee Bevan
Smithfield

Stand up to China; 
vote Republican

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

Leave it to a member of 
the county’s Democratic 
Party to write a letter (“Par-
tisanship over people,” July 
12) criticizing a Republican 
for sponsoring a bill (House 
Bill 2385, defeated by Senate 
Democrats) that supposed-
ly would hurt Smithfield 
Foods.

The bill’s wording in part 
stated it “prohibits state 
agencies from entering into 
a contract for goods or ser-
vices with a company owned 
or operated by a foreign ad-
versary.” Smithfield Foods 
is not the Smithfield Foods 
we all grew up with. It is pub-
licly traded and is supposed-
ly owned by shareholders, 
but it is owned by a Chinese 
company. 

No matter how you cut 

it, every company affiliated 
with Chinese ownership in 
any way, in the end, answers 
to one entity and that is the 
Chinese Communist Party. 
They are the largest adver-
sary the United States has. 
Over decades they have pur-
posefully positioned them-
selves to have control over 
much that is vital to the 
United States. We depend 
on them for almost all of 
our medicines, electronics, 
production items and much 
more. They used our greed 
and wanting things cheap to 
put themselves in a position 
to cripple us if it came down 
to it, and many believe soon-
er or later it will. 

Am I surprised that a 
Democrat opposes a bill that 
helps the United States and 
hurts its foreign adversaries, 
mainly the Communist Chi-
nese? Sadly, it’s exactly what 
I expect from them.

Del. Emily Brewer of Isle 
of Wight is a Republican run-
ning for the 17th state Senate 
seat. Vote for her and the rest 
of the Republican ticket and 
help stop the adversaries of 
the United States from con-
tinuing to put themselves 
in a position to cripple our 
country and state. If you 
believe in communism and 
socialism, though, vote for 
the Democrats like Clinton 
Jenkins.

Volpe Boykin
Carrsville

School Board
needs Mallory

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

In March, a coworker 
announced to our depart-
ment that there had been a 

school shooting in Nashville, 
Tennessee. I immediately 
Googled the information. 
My heart stopped. Six people 
had died, three of them were 
small children. 

As I drove to pick my 
daughter up from school that 
day, I cried. Three sets of par-
ents in Tennessee would not 
be able to do the same. From 
that day on, our drop-offs 
were slower. Our hugs and 
kisses were longer. Every 
day, I drove away wondering 
if I’d be able to see my daugh-
ter again. 

I hope that one day, par-
ents do not have to fear send-
ing their children to school. 
Our children are our great-
est blessings, which is why 
it is so important for the Isle 
of Wight school district staff, 
teachers and board members 
to be trained and ready to 
handle such threats with 
optimal safety measures. 

I was thrilled to discover 
that Mr. Timothy Mallory 
decided to run for Isle of 
Wight County School Board, 
Second District. Tim has 
over 20 years of experience 
in public education, pro-
tecting students, teachers 
and staff. He is the director 
of public safety and security 
services for Norfolk Public 
Schools. He is an Air Force 
veteran and a former police 
officer. 

Mr. Mallory is the presi-
dent-elect of National Asso-
ciation of School Safety and 
Law Enforcement Officials. 
He was the project director 
for the Secure Our Schools, 
Readiness and Emergency 
Management and Virginia 
School Security Equipment 
grants. Mr. Mallory is also 
a certified instructor for 
school threat assessments 
and Virginia School Secu-

rity Officer (SSO) training.
Mr. Mallory would be 

a great asset to our school 
system. I have no doubt that 
he will keep our children 
safe as the next school board 

member for Isle of Wight 
County, District 2.

Caitlin McNiece
Carrollton

• Continued from p. 2
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Staff Report

Isle of Wight County 
Board of Supervisors Chair-
man William McCarty has 
been named to the Virginia 
School Boards Associa-
tion’s task force on school 
construction and infra-
structure funding.

The VSBA, which boasts 
100% membership among 
all Virginia school divi-
sions, established the task 
force in 2022 for the stated 
purpose of advocating best 
practices for improving 
school infrastructure.

The Virginia Commis-
sion on School Construc-
tion and Modernization, 
a 17-member body of state 
legislators, government 
officials and three non-leg-
islative citizens, previously 
reported that more than 
half of Virginia’s school 
buildings are at least 50 
years old, and had estimat-
ed the cost of replacing over 
1,000 aging facilities at $25 
billion in 2021 dollars.

M c C a r t y ,  w h o  w a s 
named second vice presi-

dent of the Virginia Asso-
ciation of Counties in 2022, 
will represent that body as 
well as Isle of Wight County 
on the task force as its only 
non-school-affiliated local 
government representative.

Isle of Wight County has 
two public schools dating to 
the 1960s. Hardy Elementa-
ry is slated to be replaced 
by a larger, two-story school 
by September. The other, 
Westside Elementary, is 
also slated to be replaced, 
though the project isn’t yet 
fully funded and a timeline 
has not been finalized.

McCarty named 
to task force 

on school 
construction

The Smithfield Ruritan Club honored Keegan Saunders, left, and Graham Rountree as the 
Smithfield Ruritan Teen Farmers of the Year at the Smithfield Farmers Market. (Submitted photo)

Young farmers

Kiwanis Club of Carrollton President Josh Davis, left, presents a $250 donation to Gary Sherman 
of the Chesapeake-based Khedive Shriners, who support children with complex conditions in 
Shriners children’s hospitals. The Kiwanis Club meets at 6:30 p.m. on the first and third Wednesday 
each month at Dock of the Bay Restaurant. Prospective members are invited. (Submitted photo)

Carrollton Kiwanians 
support Shriners

McCarty



FORUM
“Writing is perhaps the greatest of human 
inventions, binding together people, citizens 
of distant epochs, who never knew each other. 
Books break the shackles of time, proof that 
humans can work magic.”

— Carl Sagan
astronomer
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Our Forum

America’s foreign relations are way outside our lane of 
community journalism, but we’re keeping a close eye on 
growing tension between this country and China, and how 
elected leaders in Richmond and D.C. are responding to it.

Smithfield has a lot at stake, after all: namely our Chi-
nese-owned anchor employer, which bears the town’s name.

Democrats and Republicans don’t agree on much these 
days, so when politicians as ideologically diverse as our own 
Sen. Mark Warner and Arkansas U.S. Sen. Tom Cotton deem 
China one of the greatest threats ever to America’s economy 
and national security, and when the sharply divided Virginia 
General Assembly passes a bipartisan bill to ban Chinese 
(and other foreign adversaries’) ownership of farmland in 
the state, it gets our attention.

It’s also getting the attention of Smithfield Foods’ senior 
management.

CEO Shane Smith went on the defensive in a recent inter-
view with the Wall Street Journal, declaring that the company 
is “as American today as we were in 2013,” when China’s WH 
Group bought Smithfield Foods for $4.7 billion.

Smith went on to note that the nation’s largest pork 
processor has flourished since the ownership change, with 
annual sales increasing from $13 billion to nearly $18 billion 
and U.S. employment up by 3,000 jobs.

Despite lots of local handwringing at the time of the sale, 
Isle of Wight has fared well under Foods’ new ownership. 
After being shut down like most all workplaces during the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic, the headquarters campus 
on Commerce Street is now busier than ever, from our van-
tage point. Recent changes in production processes, such as 
the announced elimination of pet food processing, were a fact 
of life locally even before 2013. We don’t blame the Chinese 
owners for working to be more efficient, as all companies 
must do to survive.

Notably, WH Group has kept Americans in charge, 
typically promoting from within to fill senior management 
vacancies. Smith himself has been with Foods since 2003, 
rising through the ranks. 

Yet, we worry, as political rhetoric escalates, that our 
anchor employer might become collateral damage in one of 
the biggest international conflicts of our lifetime.  

Big local stakes 
in global confl ict

IW School Board erases half-century of progress
Three Isle of Wight School Board members seem to 

have accomplished what multiple states and the federal 
government have failed to do during 
the past century and a half. They 
have, with a single vote, declared 
systemic racism in both the United 
States and each of its states and 
localities to be non-existent. 

Systemic racism no longer exists 
because those three School Board 
members say it no longer exists? 
And if it doesn’t exist, then it cannot 
be taught in Isle of Wight public 
schools. Thus sayeth the three.

The three also have mandated that parents will hence-
forth fully determine what their children think about 
controversial issues. Good luck, parents. You have always 

had that right, of course, and generations of parents before 
you have tried — and often failed. 

Their failure is the reason why, a couple 
of generations ago, there was an upheaval 
of thinking across the nation that enabled 
adoption of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965. But Isle of 
Wight County parents now have a 3-2 man-
date solidly behind you to try once again, if 
you wish to do so, to put the genie back in 
the bottle and return the nation to the 1950s. 

Now, this is all with good intentions, 
mind you. The three have also mandated 
that in Isle of Wight County there are, 

henceforth, no victims. No one shall be oppressed, con-
sciously or unconsciously. And thus, no one among us has 
a right to feel oppressed because of their race, skin color, 

gender, religion, national origin, medical condition, age, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or even 
military status. 

Understand, teachers, that you are prohibited from 
mentioning that gender thing, or empathizing with those 
students who have gender identity questions, but those 
students should certainly not feel discriminated against. 
Of course not.

The slim School Board majority’s target in all this was 
originally history. It makes such an easy target. If you are 
made uncomfortable reading about Jim Crow, then ban it. 
Don’t like to think about African American slaves being 
whipped for disobeying their enslavers? Then, don’t teach 
it. God forbid that Johnny would come home upset because 
he had learned about such unpleasantness.

By John Edwards

IN THE

SHORT
ROWS

Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers of up to 330 words. Letters should express 
opinions on current events rather than introduce 
previously unreported facts. If you state something 
as fact that has not previously been reported by the 
Times, please include the source of the information. 
Avoid personal attacks. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification of 
authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters as 
needed for length and clarity. We will publish no more 
than one letter per month per author. Mail letters to The 
Smithfield Times, P.O. Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or 
email to editor@smithfieldtimes.com by noon Monday 
for consideration for the current week’s edition. 

The first dry cask storage unit arrived at Surry Power Station in late July 1986. The containers, 
designed to store spent nuclear fuel rods, were thought to be a temporary method of storage 
pending a permanent solution at some national facility. Decades later, dry cask on-site storage is 
still being used and there are dozens of such casks at the Surry site. (Smithfield Times file photo)

Nuclear fuel storage

IW must fix its
litter problem

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

My husband and I moved 
to Smithfield in November 
2021. We lived in Virginia 
Beach all our life and de-
cided to make Isle of Wight 
our “golden years” home. 
We love the small-town 
atmosphere with all the 
mom-and-pop shops. 

There is but one thing 
that we cannot understand 
or seem to find out who we 
need to see about this, and 
that is the amount of litter 
and trash alongside the 
roads. Nike Park, Titus, 
Reynolds, Smith’s Neck, 
Route 10, all of these roads 
are just vastly littered with 
trash. I see people pick-
ing up trash along Battery 
Park in the Smithfield town 
limits, but it always stops 
there. 

I have called the county 
and they tell me 1.) to call 
DMV,  2.) to adopt a high-
way, 3.) that they do not 
have funding for it, 4.) that 
COVID-10 restrictions will 
not allow it. All of these are 
bogus. Then I read in The 
Smithfield Times that the 

county supervisors want 
to give themselves a raise 
and that they are raising 
the personal property tax 
rate. But they can’t pick up 
the litter?  

In The Smithfield Times 
last week was an article 
(“Visitors are big business 
in Isle of Wight and Surry 
counties”) about tourism 
and how it helps the econ-
omy here. People are not 
going to visit this area more 
than once because once 
they see all the litter on 
the road, it does not make 
them want to come back 
to visit. We have friends 
who come to visit us from 
Virginia Beach and that is 
the first thing they say to 

us: “Why is there so much 
litter and trash on the side 
of the road? It is such a 
beautiful area and the site 
of all the litter and trash 
just destroys it.”  

I ask that someone step 
up and make us proud of 
this area and get this litter 
and trash picked up.

Ginger Pickett
Smithfield

Questions for
School Board

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

While I disagree with 

the recent modification to 
Policy INB that the Isle of 
Wight County School Board 
has pushed through, I am 
hopeful that they can now 
focus on addressing some 
of the actual issues our 
schools are facing. 

Here is a short list of 
some critical issues that the 
board should be addressing:

• What are we doing to 
reduce absenteeism, which 
is threatening the accred-
itation status of Windsor 
High?

• What are we doing to 
improve employee recruit-
ment and retention? Isle of 
Wight starting teacher sal-
aries appear to be slightly 
below the salaries offered 
by other localities in the 
area, so bringing our salary 
table up to par with other 
localities could certainly 
help.

• What are we doing to 
improve the reliability of 
our bus system? It seems 
that we have a severe short-
age of substitute bus driv-
ers. What are we doing to 
try to rectify this?

• What are we doing to 
expand the pool of substi-
tute teachers so that we 

Yes, need a new DMV office qui 82
No, PC made the right decision 32

No opinion

7

Who's your choice in 
Jennifer 
None. I'm a 
Jarome Bell (11%, 4 

Tommy 
Andy Baan (3%, 1 

Whole Foods (7%, 

Fresh Market (3%, 
Online (71%, 10 Votes)
Out-of-town malls, 
outlets (21%  3 Votes)
Local merchants (7%, 1 V

How would you rate the General Assembly's 2021 
session?

Way too much liberal activism (88%, 7 Votes)

Excellent. History-making progress on 
several fronts (13%, 1 Votes)

Mixed bag

Yes, need a new DMV 
office quickly

68%

No, PC made 
the right 
decision

26%

No 
opinion

6%

Should the Smithfield 
Town Council override 

the Planning 
Commission and 

approve plans for a 
building to house a new 

DMV office?

Poll results are as of 4 p.m. Monday. This 
week's poll question: What should be the 

most important consideration as Isle of 
Wight and Surry consider limiting the 

acreage devoted to solar farms? Sound 
off at SmithfieldTimes.com.

• See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 3
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ISLE OF WIGHT PLUMBING SERVICE
Experts in Repair Service

Call 757-357-7637 or Text 757-374-3955

Call today No job too small

• We Stock Over 1000 Parts
• Sewer and Drain Cleaning Experts
• Same Day Service on Most Jobs
• Garbage Disposal Repair 

and Replacement
• Water Heater Repairs

• Water Pump Service
• Faucet Repairs and Replacement
• Ice Maker Hookups
• Dishwasher Installation
• Toilet Repairs and Replacement 

and Much More

Water Jet Cleaning | Video inspections

do not need to split classes 
up when the teacher is 
absent? Could the School 
Board members fill in oc-
casionally? It would give 
them a valuable view on 
what is happening in the 
classrooms, and it would 
help reduce the number of 
substitute teachers needed.

Finally, I would like to 
address Chairman John 
Collick’s comment about 
the likelihood of teachers 
leaving because of the re-
cent policy change that 
the board pushed through 
over the opposition of both 
teachers and the commu-
nity. While he hopes that 
“more conservative” teach-
ers will come, I do not 
believe the issue is with 
politics or ideology. The 
issue is with the trust and 
respect, or lack thereof, 
shown to educators in gen-
eral by the actions of the 
board. 

If the words and actions 
of the board show that you 
neither trust nor respect 
teachers in general, why 
would teachers want to 
come work for you? Es-
pecially if they can get a 
higher starting salary at a 
neighboring school district 
that actually values their 
work?

Greg Brown
Smithfield

She’s proud of
School Board

Editor,The Smithfield 
Times:

I’m writing to applaud 
the Isle of Wight County 
School Board for their ef-
forts to protect the children 

of the county. 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e 

times and correctly gaug-
ing the current direction 
of Education in the na-
tion, board members Jason 
Maresh, Mark Wooster and 
John Collick have acted 
to slow the advance of the 
dangerous, destructive 
and corrosive properties of 
Critical Race Theory in Isle 
of Wight. For those who 
deny that Critical Race 
Theory is being taught in 
our schools, please refer to 
the School Board meeting 
dated March 9 on the IWCS 
YouTube account. Resi-
dents of this county must 
understand that there are 
those in education and 
throughout our govern-
ment who hate America. 
They deny her goodness 
at every turn. They deny 
our remarkably beautiful, 
sometimes tumultuous, 
history, and in so doing, 
work to destroy her future.

A solid group of parents 
have spent almost two 
years making the case for 
the existence of CRT in 
IWCS. They’ve committed 
many hours of person-
al time slogging through 
curriculum, investigating 
school-provided software 
and investing thousands of 
dollars in FOIA requests. 
CRT exists in our schools; 
its language is in the cur-
riculum and the classroom. 
It may not be as advanced 
as in Chicago, New York 
and D.C., but make no 
mistake, Marxist theory 
is here, and without inter-
vention, it will destroy the 
county, the commonwealth 
and the nation.

Find the March 9 meet-
ing. Listen closely to how 
“our” educators speak of 

our nation’s history. They 
are unceasing in their ad-
vance of the lie that Ameri-
ca is “systemically racist.” 
They are insistent that 
introducing fringe topics 
and glorifying perversion 
is necessary to prepare 
our youth for adulthood. 
Yet our youth are in peril, 
overwhelmed by depres-
sion, isolation and narcis-
sism. We must act to save 
this generation and secure 
their purpose.

Our elected representa-
tives on the School Board 
are sentinels empowered 
by our vote to guard the 
doorway into our class-
rooms. Derived from an 
Hebraic verb meaning to 
“lean forward” or “to peer 
into the distance,” I’m 
thankful for the sentinels 
on our School Board and 
the courage they’ve shown 
in tackling this present 
danger.

Laura Fletcher
Smithfield

A war America
should have won

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

Today, March 29th, is 
National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day.

Charles Krauthammer, 
who passed away several 
years ago, once proposed 
a hypothesis. He called 
it  “The Krauthammer 
Conjecture” In sports, the 
pleasure of winning is less 
than the pain of losing. 
Or, conversely, the pain of 
losing is greater than the 
pleasure of winning.

Although he meant it 

for sports, I think it also 
applies to war.

Had we persevered and 
“won” in Vietnam, after 
a while, another victory 
for American arms would 
have just become part of 
our proud national histo-
ry — and perhaps even a 
welcome catharsis from 
the military stalemate in 
Korea a few years before. 
Instead, the heartbreaking 
defeat in Vietnam endures. 
It hurts even today during 
the annual national re-
membrance of that war.

It is especially painful 
for us Vietnam veterans.

Hardly a month passes 
without some new TV mil-
itary documentary about 
how brilliantly versatile 
the Huey helicopter was, 
how mercilessly effective 
the AC-47 gunships, the 
F-4 Phantoms and the A-1 
Skyraiders were,  how 
deadly the 7.62 Minigun 
was, how professional and 
well-trained our soldiers 
were, how overwhelming 
the bomb tonnage deliv-
ered by our B-52s was, how 
our 16-inch battleship guns 
outmatched anything on 
land, how our supercarri-
ers launched thousands of 
combat sorties and how we 
bested the North Vietnam-
ese Army on the battlefield 
virtually everywhere with 
our enemy-to-friendly “kill 
ratio” of 10 or 15 to 1.

And on and on and on.
But today it all means 

nothing. The TV shows 
seem only to be bragging 
about what could have 
been or might have been. 
Should have been? 58,000 
brave Americans died for 
what? That is the true and 
abiding sadness of the US 
involvement in Vietnam.

K r a u t h a m m e r  a l s o 
quoted Vince Lombardi: 
“Winning isn’t everything. 
It’s the only thing.” To 
which he adds his own 
conjecture: “Yes, but losing 
is worse.”             

I think Krauthammer 
would agree that his sports 
“conjecture” applies also to 
national military endeav-
ors. The excruciating pain 
of losing went to the very 
core of our national psyche 
and lives on in very many 
of us even to this day.

We could have won that 
war. We should have won 
that war.

Albert P. Burckard Jr.
Army Infantry, Vietnam 

October 1969-May 1971
Carrollton

When ‘AI’ is 
not ‘All In’

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

There seems to be a lot 
of excitement, and not a 
little concern, being aired 
about the use of AI – Arti-
ficial Intelligence – in cre-
ating works and communi-
cation in modern society. 

The largest technology 
companies are racing to 
offer AI-driven products. 
Basically, these programs 
allow anyone to enter a 
prompt in their computer 
that can be turned into a 
full-scale document sown 
from millions of  data 
sources on the internet. 

Educators are perhaps 
the first group in which 
this is a cause for alarm. 
Students may be inclined 
to use AI to create their 
work, rather than rely on 

their own wit and wisdom. 
A second concern may 
be seen in the accuracy 
of the information that is 
gathered. Online content 
is often provided by in-
dividuals and the source 
may be false or misleading. 
For instance, most school 
systems caution students 
in the use of online ency-
clopedias because the con-
tent may be inaccurate or 
dubious. AI will not make 
the distinction between 
fact and fiction. 

In an article published 
by the Federal Register of 
the National Archives on 
March 16, the copyright 
office of the Library of Con-
gress officially stated that 
AI-created content may not 
be copyrighted. This fact 
may also lead to a greater 
conversation about the 
integrity of a work that a 
business may use as a tool. 
Is AI-generated work some-
thing that a business wants 
to present or publish? If it 
is officially published as 
part of a larger document, 
will it still be covered un-
der an overarching copy-
right policy? 

Students will want to 
note that many school 
systems are aggressively 
pursuing AI-detection soft-
ware to combat its misuse. 
The decision to use an AI 
resource ultimately will 
come down to the individu-
al’s personal opinion of in-
tegrity and the importance 
of intellectual property.

Kevin M Segner
Smithfield
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While it’s true that histo-
ry is an easy target for the 
culture wars, it becomes 
more difficult with math and 
science, but not impossible. 
The genetics that create 
conditions prompting young 
people to question their sex 
are scientific, so now it is 
genetic science that must be 
openly questioned.

Likewise, the math and 
chemistry that drive knowl-
edge of global warming are 
vulnerable to a School Board 
declaration. After all, there 
are few things more contro-
versial, or in local parlance, 
more “inherently divisive,” 
than talk of global warming. 
And few things that go to the 
heart of the culture wars any 
quicker.

It might be said of the 
School Board Three that it is 
they who sow the wind, but 
tragically, all of us who will 
reap the whirlwind.

There is talk — and it’s 
more than idle chatter — 
that some good teachers 
will be leaving Isle of Wight 
at the end of this year. They 
have struggled for the past 
two years to teach students 
who spent a year outside 

the classroom during the 
pandemic. Many of those stu-
dents returned to school with 
serious learning deficits. 
Many of them also returned 
with serious discipline is-
sues. Having been outside 
the classroom for more than 
a year, they no longer know 
how to play nice, and aren’t 
inclined to do so.

Teachers — good teachers 
— are struggling to over-
come those obstacles, to 
restore order, to raise skill 
levels to pre-pandemic lev-
els. And now, in the midst 
of those difficulties, a slim 
majority of the School Board 
is determined to ban in-
struction in areas they find 
uncomfortable.

The exodus may have 
already begun. During the 
past 12 months, the county 
has lost more instructional 
personnel than it has hired, 
according to a review of 
School Board minutes. What 
occurs during the next cou-
ple of months could exacer-
bate that.

We cannot afford to lose 
teachers at this point. We 
should be lifting them up, 
supporting them as never 

before, rather than threaten-
ing them with censure if they 
say the wrong thing, upset 
the wrong parent. For those 
we inevitably do lose, their 
loss must be regretted, but 
those who come to replace 
them must be welcomed 
with open arms and a show 
of solid support. 

If there is a significant 
teacher loss from our public 
schools during the coming 
year — and God, I hope there 
is not — it will have been the 
responsibility of the current 
School Board, not the previ-
ous one. 

Isle of Wight has spent the 
past half-century building 
one of the region’s finest pub-
lic school systems. It hasn’t 
been easy, but dedicated 
teachers and administrators 
have made it happen. Are 
we now willing to throw all 
that away, along with the 
future of students now in the 
system? 

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.
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