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SECOND FRONT
Isle of Wight County Fair representa-
tives traveled recently to national and 
state conventions and brought home 
a boatload of awards. Check out the 

list.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“I didn’t even know what county we were in. … It 
was so dark; it felt so scary.”
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— Ebony Selby, aunt of homicide victim Aonesty Selby
Describing the search for her niece’s body near Windsor
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Residents of Smithfield’s 
historic district voiced concerns 
over potentially increased traf-
fic on Grace and Cary streets 
from the proposed “Grange at 
10Main” development during a 
Jan. 26 meeting with the proj-
ect’s developers.

Another speaker took issue 
with the plan’s proposal to phys-
ically move the Schoolhouse 
Museum nearly 200 feet closer to 
Main Street’s intersection with 
Grace Street.

Joseph Luter IV, son of for-
mer Smithfield Foods Chair-
man Joseph Luter III, filed an 
application with the town in 
December seeking mixed-use 

zoning for the development, 
which would be named for its 
proposed location at Route 10 
and Main Street.

Luter IV hosted two meetings 
on Jan. 26 at neighboring Main 
Street Baptist Church for nearby 
property owners and residents 
to view the plans, one from 3-4:30 
p.m. and another from 6:30-8 
p.m. The Smithfield Times at-

tended the 3 p.m. session, which 
drew just over 25 attendees.

The submitted plans call for 
access to and from the 304-home 
development via Grace Street, 
Cary Street, Main Street and a 
right-turn-only access via the 
Route 10 Bypass. A traffic im-
pact analysis by Virginia Beach-
based McPherson Consulting, 
submitted with the application, 

estimates the Grange, once fully 
built out, would add over 2,700 
vehicle trips per day to Smith-
field’s roads, though it contends 
only 15% to 25% would use the 
Main Street access, and another 
2% to 5% would use the Grace 
Street or Cary Street connectors.

“Our traffic is horrendous 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A company linked to the 
240-megawatt, 1,750-acre Cava-
lier Solar farm spanning the Isle 
of Wight-Surry county line has 
purchased additional land on Isle 
of Wight’s side of the border for 
another solar facility.

But Isle of Wight County officials 
say they know nothing about the 
project.

Land records for December 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Republican Party of Vir-
ginia will hold a convention 
rather than a primary election 
to decide whether Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-Isle of Wight, or retired 
NASCAR driver Hermie Sadler 
will be its candidate for the state’s 
newly created 17th District Senate 
seat.

According to Brewer’s cam-
paign manager, Nathanael Hirt, 
the convention will occur between 
May 4 and June 20, though a spe-

cific date, time and location have 
not been set.

Unlike a primary, where polls 
open in each locality on election 
day and voters have the option of 
voting early or by absentee ballot, 
a convention is held at one place 
at a specific date and time, Hirt 
explained. Voters wishing to cast 
a ballot in the race will need to 
travel to that place and fill out 
what’s known as a “convention 
delegate form.”

The form isn’t available yet, 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Saving part of the 1960s-era 
Hardy Elementary and converting 
it into the school division’s new 
central office will cost roughly $1.3 
million, but will also eliminate 
at least $1.1 million in expenses 
that would otherwise be incurred, 
school officials say.

Most of the one-story school is 
slated to be demolished at the end 
of the school year. A new two-story 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

After nearly 15 years without 
definitive plans for the contro-
versial Stoup property at the base 
of the James River Bridge, Isle of 
Wight County supervisors have 
voted to sell the land.

On Jan. 18, the supervisors 
accepted a $100,000 offer from 
Ragged Island Oysters, which, 
according to County Adminis-
trator Randy Keaton, plans to 
use the land to harvest and sell 
oysters. The land would include a 
cold-storage facility and possibly 
a small building where people 
could buy a bushel of oysters to 
take home.

‘Grange’ developer, neighbors meet

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County has refunded International Paper $8.3 
million in machinery and tools taxes, plus interest.

A judge had ordered the county to repay IP $5.4 million 
in 2021 after ruling that the locality’s efforts to recoup a 
previous court-ordered M&T refund to the company were 
unconstitutional.

In February 2017, an Isle of Wight County Circuit Court 
judge ordered the county to repay IP $2.4 million in M&T taxes 
it had collected from the company, after ruling in IP’s favor 
when the company argued the county, over the past several 
fiscal years, had not been taking into account the depreciating 
value of IP’s Franklin mill.

About three months after the 2017 ruling, Isle of Wight 
supervisors voted to hike the county’s M&T rate 142% for a 
single year, raising it from $1.75 per $100 of assessed value 
to $4.24 per $100.

Then, in the summer of 2017, the supervisors voted to set 
aside funds for what the county termed an “economic devel-
opment retention grant” program, providing IP with the exact 

Isle of Wight repays 
IP $8.3 million

Big land buy
linked to

solar farm

Cost of IWCS
central office

move rises

Stoup property sold for $100,000Brewer-Sadler race to 
be decided by 

GOP convention

• See GRANGE, p. 6

• See SOLAR, p. 6

• See HARDY, p. 7

• See STOUP, p. 8• See SENATE, p. 8

• See REPAYS, p. 6 International Paper’s Franklin mill operates on the Isle of 
Wight County side of the Blackwater River, bordering the 
city of Franklin. (File photo)

This 2014 aerial photo of the Stoup property, included in 
a county presentation, shows a 1962 house and detached 
garage on the land. (Submitted)
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amount needed to ensure the 
company owed the entirety 
of the $2.4 million refund, 
plus what it would have 
owed for the 2017-18 fiscal 
year had the county’s M&T 
rate remained flat.

IP then sued Isle of Wight 
again, arguing the county 
had effectively defied the 
2017 court-ordered refund 
by raising its M&T rate to 
compel the company to re-
pay the refunded money. In 
October 2018, Isle of Wight’s 
Circuit Court Judge Carl Ea-
son, this time, sided with the 
county, but IP  appealed the 
ruling to the Supreme Court 
of Virginia in 2019.

The Supreme Court ruled 
unanimously in 2020 that IP 
be given a new Circuit Court 
trial. The new Circuit Court 
trial, held June 24, 2021, this 
time sided with IP.

According to Assistant 
County Administrator Don 
Robertson, the county lost 
its final appeal of the 2021 
Circuit Court verdict on Dec. 
29, 2022. During the roughly 
18 months of appeals by the 
county, interest on the $5.4 
million owed rose by nearly 
another $3 million.

According to County Ad-
ministrator Randy Keaton, 
the county paid the now $8.3 
million owed earlier this 
year by pulling money from 
its “unassigned fund bal-
ance,” which refers to money 

in the county’s bank account 
that hasn’t been allocated 
for a specific purpose in the 
2022-23 budget.

A county policy requires 
Isle of Wight to maintain an 
unassigned fund balance of 
at least 15% of what’s been 
budgeted for the current 
fiscal year. According to Kea-
ton, the payment dropped 
Isle of Wight’s unassigned 
balance from $29.5 million to 
$21.2 million, but the remain-
der still amounts to $23.5% 
of the nearly $89 million the 
county budgeted for 2022-23.

On Jan. 19, the supervi-
sors voted to move the $8.3 
million from the county’s 
unassigned fund balance to 
the “judgment liability” line 
item in its 2022-23 budget to 
account for the payment to 
IP. The amendment, being 
more than a 1% change to the 
county’s budget, required a 
public hearing ahead of the 
vote, though no one spoke 
at it.

The repayment to IP will 
also impact the neighboring 
city of Franklin’s budget for 
several years to come. Frank-
lin participates with Isle of 
Wight in a revenue-sharing 
agreement pertaining to IP 
and other businesses along 
the Carrsville Highway cor-
ridor. As of 2017, when the 
contested M&T taxes were 
due, the agreement called for 
Franklin to receive a 17.8% 

share of what Isle of Wight 
collected from IP.

As a result of the agree-
ment, Franklin will owe Isle 
of Wight roughly $976,000, 
even though it was Isle of 
Wight – not Franklin – that 
chose to appeal the court 
order at the risk of accruing 
additional interest.

Supervisor Dick Grice, 
at the Jan. 19 meeting, said 
at the time, he’d thought the 
county had made a “good 
judgment” by continuing its 
efforts to appeal the court-or-
dered payment.

“We thought we were go-
ing to win,” Grice said.

The county is proposing 
that Franklin repay the sum 
over the next four fiscal 
years, beginning in fiscal 
year 2023-24, by subtracting 
the payments from what 
the county would otherwise 
owe Franklin via the rev-
enue-sharing agreement, 
Robertson said. The super-
visors discussed but took no 
official vote on Jan. 19 as to 
how Franklin would repay 
the amount.

Franklin City Manager 
Amanda Jarratt declined 
to comment on the matter, 
stating only that “Isle of 
Wight County and the City of 
Franklin continue to main-
tain collaboration and part-
nership on a wide variety of 
issues” and “strongly value 
our long-term relationship.”

• Continued from p. 1

Repays

• Continued from p. 1

Grange
now,” said Grace Street 
resident Mary Harris.

According to Virginia 
Department of Transpor-
tation spokesman Tim 
Kelley, the developers 
had originally requested 
full access via the Route 
10 Bypass, but this was 
“discouraged” by VDOT.

The Route 10 Bypass, he 
explained, was construct-
ed as a limited access 
highway, meaning it’s de-
signed for through traffic 
and abutting properties do 
not have easement access.

“Any additional en-
trances create conflict 
points that may obstruct 
through traffic and pres-
ent a safety issue,” Kelley 
said.

Even the partial access 
now proposed, he said, 
will need to be reviewed 
by VDOT and go before the 
Commonwealth Transpor-
tation Board for approv-
al. The Commonwealth 
Transportation Board is a 
17-member body appointed 
by the governor, which is 
tasked with overseeing 
transportation projects in 
Virginia.

Luter IV referred to the 
Grange plan as a “natural 
extension to Main Street” 
that would match the ex-
isting architectural styles 
found throughout the his-
toric district. 

Luter III  purchased 
and razed the former Lit-
tle’s Supermarket and 
1 7 3 0 s - e r a  P i e r c e v i l l e 
homestead in 2020, pro-
posing in 2021 to turn the 
nearly 57 acres at the west-

ern edge of the town’s 
historic district into a 
development consisting 
of  a  permanent  home 
for Smithfield’s farmers 
market, a hotel, three- 
and four-story apartment 
buildings, single-family 
and duplex homes and 
commercial space. Most 
young professionals, he 
noted, aren’t choosing to 
live in Smithfield. 

“The type of housing 
that the young profession-
al is seeking doesn’t exist 
in Smithfield,” Luter IV 
said.

The farmers market, he 
noted, is facing the pros-
pect of having to look for 
a new site once its current 
lease of the Bank of South-
side Virginia’s parking lot 
expires in March. If the 
Grange is approved this 
year, construction of the 
permanent indoor/out-
door home for the market 
could begin “immediate-
ly” in 2024, and would 
likely take around nine 
months to complete, Luter 
said.

Site work for the sin-
gle- family and duplex 
homes would likely begin 
by the end of 2024 or first 
quarter of 2025. The homes 
would be built by the de-
veloper Welden, Field & 
Rowe.

Brian Rowe, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Welden, 
Field & Rowe, said the 
single-family and duplex 
homes would offer “main-
tenance-free living” for 
the price of a homeowners 
association fee.

Also presenting at the 
meeting was Melissa Ven-
able, president of Land 
Planning Solutions, whom 
Luter IV hired to assist 
with planning and engi-
neering for the project.

Venable said the work 
would entail turning what 
is presently a three-way 
intersection at Church 
Manor Trail and Main 
Street, on the opposite 
side of the road from the 
proposed Grange, into a 
four-way one with stop 
signs. The work would also 
“take away the dangerous 
curve” where Grace Street 
connects to Main Street, 
and “bring that right into 
the project.”

The Schoolhouse Mu-
seum, currently at 516 
Main St.,  consists of a 
1932 wing of the Christian 
Home school that once 
stood on the Isle of Wight 
side of the county’s border 
with Suffolk. The museum 
highlights the African 
American educational 
experience during the first 
half of the 20th century in 
a typical one-room struc-
ture of the era.

Jessie Linyear, the mu-
seum’s secretary, contend-
ed the proposed parking 
lot that would be built for 
the museum opposite a 
stormwater pond is too far 
away from the building it-
self and that the proposed 
relocation of the museum 
doesn’t leave enough space 
for the museum’s wooden 
outhouse or other outdoor 
exhibits.

Luter IV told attendees 

that the proposed hotel 
would be designed at 42 
feet tall, or three stories, 
down from an originally 
four-story proposal. But 
two of the four apartment 
buildings would need to 
stay at four stories to make 
the installation of an ele-
vator economical. Of the 
304 total residential units, 
212 would be apartments.

“We envision a decent 
percentage  of  e lderly 
population renting these 
apartments; they’re going 
to want an elevator,” Luter 
IV said.

Some Cary Street resi-
dents also expressed con-
cerns over how close the 
proposed development 
would be to their homes. 
According to Luter IV 
and his team, the buffer 
between existing Cary 
Street homes and the new 
single-family and duplex 
homes would range from 
50 feet to 150 feet.

• Continued from p. 1

Solar
show the sale of roughly 1,700 
acres bordering Green Level 
Road, Mill Swamp Road, 
Sycamore Cross Drive and 
Ramsey Road for a collective 
$12.1 million. 

The parcels sold in De-
cember are each deeded to 
Blue Sky Endeavors LLC, 
which formed in 2021 and 
maintains its principal of-
fice in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Surry County tax records 
list the same address and 
suite number for New Sus-
tainable Property Holdings 
LLC, a subsidiary of Cavalier 
developer AES Corp., which 
purchased roughly 500 acres 
in 2021 for Surry’s portion 
of the project. When Isle of 
Wight County supervisors 
approved the Cavalier proj-
ect in 2021, around 360 acres 
of the solar farm were to be 
on Isle of Wight’s side.

Greg Creswell, senior de-
velopment manager for AES, 

confirmed to The Smithfield 
Times via email last week 
that Blue Sky is another sub-
sidiary of AES and that AES 
is “considering the develop-
ment of a new solar project” 
on the purchased land.

Isle of Wight land records 
list three sellers for the 1,700 
acres sold in December: 
Dawn to Dusk LLC, Time to 
Harvest LLC and the estate 
of Mildred C. Ramsey, who 
died in 2021. The other two 
LLCs are companies creat-
ed by Smithfield attorney 
William Riddick III – Dawn 
to Dusk in 2009 and Time to 
Harvest in 2011. Riddick re-
mains listed as the registered 
agent for both companies, 
each of which lists a Green 
Level Road, Ivor, address as 
its principal office.

Riddick told The Smith-
field Times via email on Jan. 
25 that he had not represent-
ed the buyer or seller in the 

December transactions, and 
was not privy to any plans 
for the land.

During a December meet-
ing of Isle of Wight’s Plan-
ning Commission, Commu-
nity Development Director 
Amy Ring stated she was 
aware of additional solar 
farms looking to site in Isle 
of Wight County that had 
not filed a formal applica-
tion. Ring, however, told 
the Times via email that she 
didn’t recall any of the pend-
ing applications listing Blue 
Sky Endeavors nor AES.

“This is new to me,” Ring 
said.

The $12.1 million pur-
chase comes as Isle of Wight’s 
Planning Commission is 
considering an ordinance 
that would limit utility-scale 
solar farms to 2% of the coun-
ty’s “prime farm soils,” or a 
cumulative 2,446 acres.

Current Vacancies

Ron Herbert’s new Ring home security camera had the perfect vantage 
point for this feathered friend’s visit to Herbert’s home in Gatling Pointe. 
(Submitted photo)

Photo of the Week



The Easter Bunny arrived by helicopter for Smithfield Baptist Church’s 
egg hunt on Saturday. Clockwise from top left, Caitlin McCormick and her 
three children, Sutton, Tucker and Atley, show their finds from the egg hunt. 
Children make a run for the scattered Easter eggs. Shana Johnson is with 
Charles Pope and Mackenzie Basking. Easter Bunny lands in the helicopter. 
Kristi Campbell as the Easter Bunny waves with Next Gen Pastor Josh 
Jacops and Pastor Patrick Wood. (Stephen Faleski/The Smithfield Times)

Hopping down the flight path
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County supervisors 
have approved an “energy policy” 
amendment to the county’s 2040 
Comprehensive Plan limiting 
utility-scale solar projects to 10% 
of the county’s developable land.

The amendment, while intend-
ed to be inclusive of all energy 
sources, is aimed primarily at 
limiting the number and location 
of new solar farms. It sets a maxi-
mum of 15,278 acres, not counting 
water and wetlands, as the cumu-
lative amount of land allocated 
for energy projects. Of this, 9,263 

acres are already taken up by ex-
isting and approved utility-scale 
solar farms and Dominion Ener-
gy’s nuclear plant. Another 22.8-
acre parcel at the Surry-Sussex 
county line is slated for Align 
RNG’s “biogas” processing facil-
ity. The amendment leaves just 
under 6,000 acres available for 

future projects.
Surry’s Planning Commission 

began working on the amendment 
last year after the county distrib-
uted a survey that, according to 
staff, resulted in a majority of 
the 181 respondents agreeing that 
Surry “already has enough” utili-
ty-scale solar farms. The propos-

al, however, had drawn a mixed 
reaction from local and out-of-ar-
ea residents at the planners’ and 
supervisors’ respective Novem-
ber and March public hearings, 
some of whom argued the policy 
infringed on  landowners’ rights.

Surry approves 10% cap on solar farms

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The days of drivers speeding 
past Westside Elementary with 
impunity may be numbered.

Deputy Police Chief Chris 

Meier briefed Smithfield’s Town 
Council at its March 27 committee 
meetings on plans to install an 
automated speed enforcement 
camera system outside the school. 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

State and town officials gath-
ered under a tent in Smithfield 
on a rainy Friday afternoon, 
shovels in hand, to ceremonial-
ly break ground on the state’s 
newest Department of Motor 
Vehicles office.

The new 4,800-square-foot 
DMV, which will be located on 
South Church Street between 
Dollar General and True Value 
Hardware, is targeted to open by 
the end of this year, according 
to DMV spokeswoman Jessica 
Cowardin.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A new state law barring “for-
eign adversaries” from owning 
Virginia farmland should have 
no impact on the community’s 
Chinese-owned anchor employer, 

Smithfield Foods, according to 
a company spokesman and the 
governor’s office.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin signed 
legislation on March 27 that 
declares “void” any purchase of 
farmland by a “foreign govern-
ment or nongovernment person” 

the U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
has determined to have “engaged 
in a long-term pattern or serious 
instance of conduct significantly 
adverse” to national security. 
The secretary’s list, as of March 

Smithfield DMV 
breaks ground

Speeders beware: 
School zone camera 

may be coming
Smithfield Foods unaffected by ‘foreign 

adversaries’ law, company, state say

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County is looking 
to reduce its real estate tax rate 
ahead of this year’s reassessment 
of property values.

The county’s draft 2023-24 bud-
get is proposing a 10-cent, or 
roughly 12%, reduction from the 
current rate of 85 cents per $100 of 
assessed value to 75 cents.

The 85-cent rate has gone un-
changed for the past nine years. 
According to County Administra-
tor Randy Keaton, who presented 
his draft budget to county supervi-
sors on April 6, the 10-cent reduc-
tion would be the first decrease 
Isle of Wight has seen in its real 
estate tax rate in 16 years.

Even under the reduced rate, 
the county is expecting a $3.6 mil-
lion increase in revenue from real 
estate taxes. As required by state 
law, Isle of Wight reassesses real 
estate values every four years, and 
last did so in 2019.

According to Keaton, residen-
tial real estate values in the county 
are projected to rise roughly 25% 
from 2019 assessments. Commer-
cial and industrial real estate 
values are projected to go up 10%, 

IW proposes 
reducing real 
estate tax rate

• See SOLAR, p. 8

• See BUDGET, p. 7

• See DMV, p.8

• See CAMERA, p. 8 • See FOODS, p. 8

Smithfield Foods, though now owned by Hong Kong-based WH Group, maintains its corporate 
headquarters in Smithfield. (File photo)
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30, named five nations, 
including China and its 
Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region.

The new state law allows 
Virginia’s attorney general 
or any county, city or town 
attorney in a locality where 
a foreign land purchase has 
occurred to “file an action” 
to “eject the foreign adver-
sary from possession,” at 
which point the land would 
be deeded to the state at no 
cost.

Hong Kong-based WH 
Group purchased Smith-
field Foods in 2013, though 
the global meatpacking gi-
ant remains headquartered 
in Smithfield, where it was 
founded in 1936.

According to Smith-
field’s vice president of 
corporate affairs, Jim Mon-
roe, the company currently 
owns just over 3,900 acres of 
farmland in Virginia.

“We are not impacted 
because we are not owned 
or controlled by a foreign 
government,” Monroe said.

Youngkin spokeswoman 
Macaulay Porter agreed 
that Smithfield Foods is 
“not impacted by the legis-
lation” and is “not a foreign 
adversary, as defined by 
the bill.”

WH Group, Monroe ex-
plained, is “a publicly trad-
ed company with investors 
from around the world, in-
cluding the United States.”

Simon Stevenson, the 
Robert Stanton endowed 
chair of real estate and 
economic development at 
Old Dominion University, 
also agrees that Smithfield 
should “probably be OK,” 
though he acknowledged 
the possibility that “this 
may be something that 
could end up in the courts 
given the corporate gover-
nance issues.”

“The problem with any 
kind of legislation is how 
do you make a distinction 
between farmland and oth-
er forms of real estate? … 
Foreign investors are such 
major investors in real 
estate, both as sole owners 
and as investors in funds, 
any legislation is going to 
have to be phrased very 
carefully so as to avoid le-
gal challenges,” Stevenson 
said.

Just over a month af-
ter Smithfield Foods an-
nounced its merger with 
WH Group, then known 

as Shuanghui Internation-
al Holdings Ltd., the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry held a July 10, 
2013, hearing for the stated 
purpose of examining for-
eign purchases of American 
food companies. Daniel 
Slane, a former member of 
the U.S.-China Economic 
and Security Review Com-
mission, testified at the 
hearing that Shuanghui 
was a “Chinese state-con-
trolled company.”

“For China, the ques-
tion of state ownership or 
control can be particularly 
complicated because the 
government’s role is not 
always straightforward or 
disclosed,” states a writ-
ten record of Slane’s testi-
mony. “Despite economic 
reforms and moves toward 
privatization, much of the 
Chinese economy remains 
under the ownership or 
control of various parts of 
the Chinese government.”

The Chinese Communist 
Party, Slane’s written tes-
timony states, can in some 
cases “exert control by 
deciding the composition 
of corporate boards and the 
corporation’s management 
team. China’s state-owned 
banks may use below-mar-
ket rate loans or loan for-
giveness as a tool to dictate 
the management of corpo-
rations. The government 
favors certain sectors of 
the economy such as high 
technology manufacturers, 
with extensive subsidies, 
including tax abatements. 
… Chinese companies seek-
ing to invest abroad must 
first receive government 
approval. In these and oth-
er ways, the government 
directs the activities of 
companies that may be list-
ed as private on the three 
Chinese stock exchanges 
but are in fact government 
owned or controlled.”

F o r m e r  S m i t h f i e l d 
Foods President and CEO 
Larry Pope, who also spoke 
at the 2013 hearing, testified 
that the company would be 
“the same old Smithfield, 
only better” and asserted 
the Chinese government 
had “absolutely no owner-
ship stake or management 
control in Shuanghui.”

Monroe, reacting to 
Slane’s now nearly de-
cade-old allegations, re-
affirmed the company’s 

position that Smithfield is 
not owned or controlled by 
the Chinese government 
but rather by a U.S.-based 
management team head-
quartered here in town.

Since WH Group’s pur-
chase, Smithfield Foods has 
grown in revenue from $13 
billion in 2013 to $19 billion 
in 2022, and in total employ-
ees from 37,000 to roughly 
40,000, Monroe said.

Smithfield Foods em-
ploys about 3,000 people lo-
cally between its headquar-
ters and the meatpacking 
plant in town.

Virginia’s “foreign ad-
versaries” farmland law 
was passed as two identical 
bipartisan bills, one in the 
House of Delegates and one 
in the State Senate. 

Senate Bill 1438 passed 
the Senate 23-16 with sup-
port from 19 Republicans 
and four Democrats. House 
Bill 2325 passed the House 
67-29 with the support from 
51 Republicans and 16 Dem-
ocrats.

During “crossover” 
in February, when each 
chamber gets to vote on 
the other’s approved bills, 
SB 1438 passed the House 
67-30 with support from 50 
Republicans and 17 Demo-
crats. A Senate substitute 
for HB 2325 passed the Sen-
ate 23-16 with support from 
19 Republicans and four 
Democrats.

A provision of the new 
law requires the state to 
compile an annual report 
containing the total amount 
of agricultural land under 
foreign ownership. The 
state is to release its first 
report by July 1.

Del. Robert Bloxom, 
R-Accomack, who’d spon-
sored the House version, 
told The Smithfield Times 
the legislation “shouldn’t 
restrict business with ad-
versarial ties” but “does 
prevent the adversarial 
governments from directly 
buying land.”

A wave of anti-
China bills

“Where it gets inter-
esting is that the U.S. has 
largely lagged behind a 
lot of other countries in 
farmland being owned by 
investors, so these kinds of 
issues haven’t really arisen 

before, at least to the same 
extent,” Stevenson said.

Stevenson, who is origi-
nally from the United King-
dom, explained institution-
al investors like pension 
funds started investing in 
U.K. farmland, especially 
large arable farms, back in 
the 1970s.

The new Virginia law, 
Stevenson said, is part of a 
wave of similar legislation 
in Texas and other states 
aimed at curtailing Chinese 
influence. Forbes Magazine 
reported in 2021 that Tex-
as Gov. Greg Abbott had 
signed the Lone Star Infra-
structure Protection Act, 
which aims to prevent “hos-
tile nations” from accessing 
Texas’s electrical grid. The 
bill, according to Forbes, 
was a direct response to a 
Chinese billionaire’s plans 
to build a wind farm near 
Laughlin Air Force Base.

Youngkin’s signing of 
Virginia’s “foreign adver-
saries” farmland law fol-
lowed the state Senate’s 
defeat a month earlier of a 
bill by Del. Emily Brewer, 
R-Isle of Wight, that would 
have prohibited state agen-
cies from entering into 
contracts for goods or ser-
vices with any “scrutinized 
company.” The bill defined 
the term to mean any com-
pany “owned or operated 
by a foreign adversary,” 
and had further proposed 
expanding Youngkin’s 2022 
executive order banning 
TikTok and WeChat apps 
from government-issued 
cellphones, by also apply-
ing the prohibition to any 
“person or entity contract-
ing with” a Virginia execu-
tive branch agency.

Youngkin, in his Decem-
ber order, called TikTok 
and WeChat “a channel to 
the Chinese Communist 
Party.” He used a similar 
justification when his ad-
ministration pushed Vir-
ginia to withdraw from 
consideration as the site 
of a new Ford car battery 
factory last year.

According to Associated 
Press reporting, Youngkin 
called the proposed joint 
venture between Ford and a 
Chinese company a “front” 
for the Chinese Commu-
nist Party. Ford has since 
announced plans to build 
the $3.5 billion factory in 
Michigan instead.

• Continued from p. 1
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The matter will eventually 
come back to the council 
for a vote.

West Main Street has a 
posted speed limit of 45 mph 
at Westside that drops to 25 
mph on school days from 
8:30 a.m. to 9:05 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m. to 4:05 p.m. A speed 
study the Smithfield Police 
Department conducted Feb. 
6-10 saw 638 vehicles, or 
roughly 13% of the 4,290 
observed over five days, ex-
ceed the school zone speed 
limit by 10 mph or more.

The Smithfield Police 
Department has selected 
Maryland-based Altumint 
as its vendor for the camera 
system, which would detect 
speeding motorists and 
photograph their vehicles’ 
license plates.

According to Altumint’s 
presentation, the camera 
system would carry no up-
front cost to the town. Ac-
cording to the meeting’s 
recorded minutes, Altumint 
Regional Sales Manager 
Sam Crawley estimated 
an average monthly cost 
of $3,500, which would 

come out of the $100 fines 
assessed on violators. In 
the event the monthly cost 
was higher than the fines 
collected, Altumint would 
not bill the town for the 
overage.

The minutes further 
specify that the fines would 
be limited to drivers doing 
10 mph or more over the 
posted school zone speed 
limit, and as civil viola-
tions, would not affect a 
driver’s insurance or result 
in points against some-
one’s driver’s license. The 
company would handle 
mailing the tickers and 
court appearances, should 
a driver choose to contest 
the fine. Violators would 
have the option of paying 
the fine online.

The camera program 
is not designed to identify 
the driver of the vehicle, 
so unless a vehicle’s own-
er submits a court filing 
stating he or she was not 
behind the wheel when the 
violation occurred, the fine 
will be assessed against the 
vehicle’s owner.

The replacement of 
Smithfield’s old DMV on 
the opposite side of the 
street has been two years 
in the making. It shut-
tered in 2020 along with 
every other DMV in the 
state in the early days of 
the pandemic, and stayed 
closed even when others 
reopened in 2021 – accord-
ing to the state, due to its 
small lobby and lack of a 
public restroom.

Among the officials 
who spoke were Virginia 
Secretary of Transpor-
tation Shep Miller, Del. 
Emily Brewer, R-Isle of 
Wight,  and Smithfield 

Mayor Steve Bowman.
The project,  Brewer 

said, could not have come 
to fruition without the 
“united front” the town, 
developer and state put 
forward.

The project had stalled 
over the past two years, 
m o s t  n o t a b l y  w h e n 
Smithfield’s  Planning 
Commission voted last 
month to reject designs 
for the building that would 
have modeled it off one 
in Virginia Beach. Amid 
speculation by developer 
Warren Sachs that any fur-
ther delays could kill the 
project, Sachs’ architec-

tural team quickly turned 
around a redesign, which 
Smithfield’s planners vot-
ed to approve at a special 
March 29 meeting.

Bowman thanked the 
General Assembly and 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin for 
approving the funding for 
the DMV’s construction 
and Sachs for working 
with the Planning Com-
mission on the last-minute 
redesign.

The latest drawings 
of the building show it 
with a brick exterior and 
a series of gables on the 
roof. The planners had 
objected to the original-

ly proposed gray-colored 
concrete masonry and 
beige vinyl siding as in-
consistent with the town’s 
entrance corridor overlay 
district, which mandates 
developers use brick or 
other historic-looking ma-
terials “appropriate to 
town character.”

Miller noted the DMV 
has been working to re-
duce its customer wait 
times. When Miller started 
as secretary of transporta-
tion, he said, the average 
statewide wait time was 
38 minutes. Now it’s down 
to 10-11 minutes.

Under the adopted lan-
guage, the entire acreage of 
any parcel on which solar 
panels are located – and not 
just the fenced-in project 
site – will count toward the 
10% cap.

The policy passed 4-0 
with Supervisor Tim Cal-
houn abstaining from the 
vote due to his employment 
with Dominion.

S u p e r v i s o r  B r e y o n 
Pierce asked if the policy 
could go even further to 
“halt” future solar proj-
ects. County Attorney Lola 
Pierce stated it would be 
“very difficult” to impose 
an outright moratorium, 
since state law allows for 

the development of solar 
farms.

The policy is not as re-
strictive as an ordinance 
under consideration in 
neighboring Isle of Wight 
County that would impose 
a near-moratorium on solar 
farms.

Isle of Wight supervisors 
are scheduled to consider 
on April 20 an ordinance 
that would limit the cumu-
lative acreage of existing 
and proposed solar farms to 
2% of the county’s “prime” 
farm soils, or a maximum 
of 2,446 acres. If approved, it 
would leave just 383 acres in 
Isle of Wight for new solar 
projects.

Catch The 
Smithfield 

Times
on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/smith�eldtimesva

From left are Sarah Murman of Virginia’s Department of General Services, District Manager Chester 
Bess, Mervin Brown, deputy director of customer service, Del. Emily Brewer, R-Isle of Wight, Smithfield 
Mayor Steve Bowman, Secretary of Transportation Shep Miller, DMV Commissioner Gerald Lackey and 
Karinah Johnson, assistant manager of the DMV’s Smithfield office. (Photo by Stephen Faleski | The 
Smithfield Times)
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Summer Concert Series
“Pasture #3” will perform roots, Americana, folk and 
gospel music for the Downtown Smithfi eld Summer 
Concert Series at 7 p.m. July 14 on the Main Street 
Square stage in front of The Smithfi eld Times offi ce. 
The band is made up of participants in the music 
program at Mill Swamp Indian Horses in Smithfi eld. 
Read more in Steve Stewart’s column on Page 3.

Volume 104 Number 29 Wednesday, July 12, 2023 75 cents
SERVING ISLE OF WIGHT AND SURRY COUNTIES SINCE 1920

SMITHFIELD TIMES

Staff photo by Frederic Lee

SERVING ISLE OF WIGHT AND SURRY COUNTIES SINCE 1920
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020 Smith�eld, Va. 23431 75 cents

INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff writer

A former Smithfield High 
School Teacher of the Year has 
lost his teaching license but 
won’t face criminal charges for 
an alleged sexual relationship 
with a former student.

Andrew Henson, who was 
honored by Isle of Wight County 
Schools as Smithfield High’s top 
educator for the 2021-22 school 
year, resigned on Feb. 18, 2022, 
eight days after one of his former 
students told school administra-
tors of the alleged affair.

A record of the Virginia 

Board of Education’s March 22, 
2023, licensure hearing, which 
a source obtained via Virginia’s 
Freedom of Information Act 
and provided to The Smithfield 
Times, states that the former stu-
dent, who’s now in college, gave 
the board screenshots, pictures 
and messages from her time as 

an SHS junior 
during the 2019-
20 school year to 
corroborate the 
“existence and 
nature” of the 
relationship.

A partially 
redacted inci-

dent report from the Isle of 
Wight County Sheriff’s Office 
states the relationship may have 
begun as early as the student’s 
freshman and sophomore years 
at SHS, where Henson taught 
world history and sociology.

License revoked for Teacher of the Year

By Stephen Faleski
Staff writer

A Smithfield Foods subsidiary 
accounts for the majority of Chi-
nese-owned farmland in Virginia, 
according to a report by the state’s 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services. The world’s 
largest pork processor disputes the 
numbers.

A new state law barring China 
and other designated “foreign ad-
versaries” from owning Virginia 
farmland requires the department 
to release data on foreign-owned 
agricultural land annually on July 
1. For 2021, the most recent year list-
ed in the report, the document lists 
13,389 acres, or 96% of the state’s 
13,890 acres of Chinese-held land, 
as being under the ownership of 
Smithfield hog-farming subsidiary 
Murphy Brown LLC.

Five-hundred-one acres span-
ning Loudoun, Charlotte and Staf-
ford counties account for the re-
maining 4%, and the state’s only 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff writer

Benn’s Grant Homeowners As-
sociation President Brooke Bond 
is very much in favor of the 50-bed 
Riverside Smithfield Hospital that 
will break ground July 26 on land 
adjacent to the 776-home develop-
ment – but not Riverside’s plan to 

use Benn’s Grant Boulevard for 
highway access.

The road currently consists 
of a single lane leading into the 
development from Benns Church 
Boulevard, a four-lane highway 
also known as Route 10.

“The entrance is not wide 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff writer

Publix has now officially an-
nounced one of its supermarkets 
will anchor The Crossings at 
Bartlett Station development in 
Carrollton.

Publix spokesman Jared Glov-
er confirmed by email on July 11 
that the 48,387-square-foot store 
will open in late 2024.

Land transfer records show 
the June 6 sale of 11.3 acres in 
The Crossings development to 
Publix North Carolina LP for $3.4 
million.

A sign at The Crossings states 
a Publix is “coming soon.”

The sale comes roughly two 
months after Isle of Wight Coun-
ty’s planning and zoning office 

Smithfield 
Foods 

disputes 
state data

Hospital traffic 
worries Benn’s Grant 

residents

Publix buys land 
in Carrollton
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff writer

Gov. Glenn Youngkin visited 
Surry County on July 10 to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Dominion Energy’s Surry nuclear 
plant.

Surry, the older of Virginia’s 
two nuclear power plants, began 
operating its first reactor in Decem-
ber 1972 and its second in May 1973. 
The site is located near the south-
ern bank of the James River, about 
7 miles from the town of Surry and 
12 miles from Smithfield.

“At the foundation of aspira-
tions for zero-carbon electricity, 
you find Surry and North Anna,” 
Youngkin said, referring to the 
newer of Virginia’s two nuclear 
plants, which began operating in 
1978 on the bank of the North Anna 
River in Louisa County, 30 miles 
outside the Richmond metro area.

The Virginia Clean Economy 
Act, a state law passed in 2020, man-
dates Dominion transition to 100% 
carbon-free energy sources by 2045.

Youngkin touts nuclear power 
as Surry plant turns 50

By Akilah Frye
Staff writer

Competitive races are set for 
two Isle of Wight County consti-
tutional offices being vacated by 
incumbents.

Dahlis T. Atkins and Julie 
Slye will face off for the position 
of Isle of Wight treasurer in the 
Nov. 7 general election. Atkins 
is serving as interim treasurer 
after the recent retirement of 
Judith Wells. 

Also on the ballot will be the 
county’s clerk of court position 

between Laura E. Smith and 
Elisabeth Culpepper. Incumbent 
Clerk Kathleen Torrence will 
retire at the end of her term on 
Dec. 31. 

Atkins, who is serving as in-
terim treasurer after 22 years as 
chief deputy treasurer, said she 
is “researching ways to stream-
line our billing and payment 
processes for our citizens.”

“I plan to utilize technology to 
improve efficiency in the office,” 
she said. “My experience with 
all aspects of the Treasurer’s 
Office is the key to ensuring our 

citizens continue to receive the 
customer service they deserve.”

Atkins has been certified as 
both a Master Governmental 
Deputy Treasurer and Mas-
ter Governmental Treasurer 
through the Treasurers’ Associ-
ation of Virginia. Atkins is also 
certified through the Virginia 
Government Finance Officers 
Association.

“If elected treasurer for Isle of 
Wight County, I will continue to 
lead the office with integrity and 

IW treasurer, clerk of court seats 
draw multiple candidates

Atkins Slye Culpepper Smith

Isle of Wight treasurer Isle of Wight clerk of court

Gov. Glenn Youngkin touts his 2022 “all of the above” Virginia energy policy at a 
celebration of the Surry nuclear plant’s 50 years in operation.

Henson
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approved illustrations of 
the proposed supermarket.

Site plans last revised 
and submitted to the coun-
ty on June 13 call for a 
51,851-square-foot, 35-foot-
tall grocery store with an 
additional 7,200 square feet 
of attached retail space and 
300 total parking spaces.

The Times first learned 
of the Publix project in Feb-
ruary when the newspaper 
obtained a 2022 letter from 
the county to Asa Harris 
of Raleigh, North Caroli-
na-based Harris Develop-
ment Partners identifying 
the proposed supermarket 
as Publix.

The Florida-based su-
permarket chain has an-
nounced plans to build 
stores in Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Chesapeake and Virginia 
Beach.

Last year, Isle of Wight 
supervisors  approved 
Crossings developer Jerry 
Bowman’s request to scrap 

circa-2002 plans for a rough-
ly 202,000-square-foot shop-
ping center and instead sub-
divide the development’s 
commercial phase into 
multiple, smaller parcels, 
one of which Bowman said 
would house an “upscale” 
national grocery chain.  

• Continued from p. 1
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Nuclear

enough to support emergen-
cy vehicles and neighbor-
hood traffic,” Bond contends. 
“If an emergency vehicle 
comes through, residential 
traffic cannot pull over far 
enough to give way to these 
vehicles.”

When Isle of Wight Coun-
ty supervisors rezoned the 
29.5-acre hospital site in 
2008 for commercial uses, 
Riverside had proffered that 
it would construct its own 
north access road onto Route 
10.

Proffers are commit-
ments made by developers 
during the rezoning process 
intended to mitigate the im-
pact of a proposed develop-
ment, such as cash payments 
or land for infrastructure. At 
the time of the rezoning, the 
Benn’s Grant development 
had not broken ground and 
Benn’s Grant Boulevard did 
not exist.

On June 15, supervisors 
approved a revised prof-
fer statement specifying 
that Riverside, instead of 
building its own road, will 
use Benn’s Grant Boule-
vard. The document, how-

ever, specifies Riverside is 
to grant the county right-of-
way access along the north-
ern property line to allow 
Isle of Wight, the Virginia 
Department of Transpor-
tation or a third party to 
construct the originally prof-
fered north access road at a 
later date. Riverside’s plans 
also call for a right-turn lane 
on Benn’s Grant Boulevard 
into the hospital.

“As a residential neigh-
borhood, we want to elim-
inate excessive traffic 
and non-residents driving 
through our community,” 
Bond said.

Prior to voting on the 
revised proffers, supervisors 
voted to waive holding a pub-
lic hearing on Riverside’s 
request. State law allows lo-
cal governments to dispense 
with a public hearing when 
the requested change in 
proffers does not affect “use 
or density.”

The foregoing of public 
input prior to the vote irked 
Benn’s Grant resident Chris-
topher Edge, who, like Bond, 
is concerned about Benn’s 
Grant Boulevard’s ability to 

absorb the hospital traffic.
“The proposed change 

absolutely changes the use 
and effect of Benn’s Grant 
Boulevard for 770-plus res-
idents,” Edge said. “I and 
most residents are all for the 
hospital being built next to 
the neighborhood.” 

Russell Parrish, River-
side’s senior project manag-
er and a Benn’s Grant resi-
dent himself, disagrees with 
his neighbors’ assertion that 
the hospital’s traffic will 
overwhelm Benn’s Grant 
Boulevard.

“I live in the neighbor-
hood,” Parrish said at the su-
pervisors’ June 15 meeting. 
“I have never experienced a 
traffic backup in that neigh-
borhood. … I just don’t see it 
happening.”

Benn’s Grant Boulevard 
“was not built as an entrance 
to a subdivision,” Supervi-
sor Dick Grice contended at 
the same meeting, noting the 
original plans for the Benn’s 
Grant development called 
not only for a hospital but 70 
acres of commercial space. 
A Walmart store had been 
planned for Benn’s Grant 

until 2010 when the company 
decided to instead build a 
store in Newport News near 
the James River Bridge.

The roughly $5 million 
redesign of the Benn’s inter-
section, intended to bypass 
the intersection of Routes 10 
and 258, began in 2015 and 
was completed in 2016. The 
single lanes in and out of 
Benn’s Grant’s residential 
phase widen across Route 
10 into a four-lane, two-way 
road that allows direct ac-
cess from the development 
to Route 258, also known as 
Brewers Neck Boulevard. 

Isle of Wight, VDOT, Riv-
erside and the developers of 
Benn’s Grant and the stalled 
St. Luke’s Village develop-
ment planned on Brewers 
Neck Boulevard each con-
tributed to the cost via what 
was termed a “public-private 
partnership” in The Smith-
field Times’ 2016 reporting.

The Benn’s Grant Home-
owners Association has 
scheduled an Aug. 22 meet-
ing with Riverside officials 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Benn’s 
Grant clubhouse to discuss 
residents’ traffic concerns.

Chinese-owned land not tied 
to Smithfield Foods. The 
report lists 91 of those acres 
as being in non-agricultural 
use.

Jim Monroe, vice presi-
dent of corporate affairs for 
Smithfield Foods, contends 
the company and its subsid-
iaries own less than 4,000 
acres statewide.

According to the report, 
Murphy Brown’s acreage 
has been under Chinese 
ownership since 2013, the 
same year Hong Kong-based 
WH Group purchased Smith-
field Foods for just under $5 
billion. Smithfield acquired 
Murphy Farms Inc. in 2000 
and merged its hog-farming 
operations with Brown’s of 
Carolina Inc. in 2001 to form 
Murphy Brown, according to 
past reporting by The Smith-
field Times and Associated 
Press.

Of the reported 13,389 
acres, 2,089 are listed as be-
ing in Isle of Wight County, 
where Smithfield Foods has 
been based since its 1936 
founding. Murphy Brown is 
listed as owning 8,534 acres 
in Surry County and 479 
acres in Southampton Coun-
ty, both of which border Isle 
of Wight to the west. The 
remaining 2,287 acres are 
divided between Sussex and 
Greensville counties.

Monroe contends Smith-
field owns 1,042 acres in Isle 
of Wight – less than half the 
acreage listed in the state 
report. The company’s Com-
merce Street headquarters 
in the town of Smithfield, 
its meatpacking plant on 
North Church Street and 

other non-agricultural com-
pany-owned properties in or 
near the town account for 
roughly 365 acres, according 
to Isle of Wight County tax 
records.

In Surry, local tax re-
cords show – and Monroe 
confirmed – that the com-
pany owns seven parcels 
totaling 853 acres. The Sur-
ry parcels are owned by 
Smithfield-Carroll’s Farms, 
another subsidiary.

According to Michael 
Wallace, a Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services spokes-
man, the data in the July 
1 report came from a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
report on foreign-held land 
nationwide. 

The USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency, Wallace said, 
disseminates its own annual 
report as required under 
the federal Agriculture and 
Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act.

The act requires any for-
eigner who purchases or 
transfers interest in agri-
cultural land to report the 
transaction to the U.S. Sec-
retary of Agriculture within 
90 days.

China, according to the 
Virginia report, accounts 
for 5.4% of the state’s 254,494 
acres of foreign-held agricul-
tural land. Canada holds the 
most, at 41,357 acres, or 16%, 
followed by the United King-
dom at 39,289 acres, or 15%.

The percentages roughly 
mirror the largest foreign 
landowners nationwide.

According to the USDA’s 
2021 report, Canadian inves-

tors owned 12.8 million acres 
across the United States, 
or 31%, accounting for the 
single largest percentage 
of foreign-held agricultural 
and non-agricultural land. 
The Netherlands, Italy, the 
United Kingdom and Germa-
ny collectively held anoth-
er 31%. China held 383,935 
acres, accounting for just 
under 1%.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
signed the “foreign adver-
saries” legislation on March 
27, declaring “void” any pur-
chase on or after Jan. 1, 2023, 
of farmland by a “foreign 
government or nongovern-
ment person” the U.S. Secre-
tary of Commerce has deter-
mined to have “engaged in a 
long-term pattern or serious 
instance of conduct signifi-
cantly adverse” to national 
security. The secretary’s list, 
as of March 30, named five 
nations, including China 
and its Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region.

The new state law allows 
Virginia’s attorney general 
or any county, city or town 
attorney in a locality where 
a foreign land purchase has 
occurred to “file an action” 
to “eject the foreign adver-
sary from possession,” at 
which point the land would 
be deeded to the state at no 
cost.

But given that the two 
largest foreign landowners 
in Virginia are United States 
allies, “VDACS does not rec-
ommend any legislative, reg-
ulatory, or administrative 
policy changes in light of the 
information in this report,” 
the Virginia report states.

Smithfield Foods is “not 
owned or controlled by a 
foreign government” and 
therefore won’t be impacted 
by Virginia’s new foreign 
adversaries law, Monroe 
contended in April. WH 
Group, he explained then, is 
publicly traded with inves-
tors from around the world, 
including the United States.

Just over a month after 
Smithfield announced its 
now decade-old merger with 
WH Group, then known 
as Shuanghui Internation-
al Holdings Ltd., former 
U.S.-China Economic and 
Security Review Commis-
sioner Daniel Slane testified 
at a July 10, 2013, U.S. Senate 
Committee hearing that 
Shuanghui was a “Chinese 
state-controlled company.” 
Former Smithfield President 
and CEO Larry Pope, at the 
same hearing, testified that 
the company would be “the 
same old Smithfield, only 
better” and asserted the 
Chinese government had 
“absolutely no ownership 
stake or management con-
trol in Shuanghui.”

Del. Robert Bloxom, R-Ac-
comack, who sponsored the 
House of Delegates version 
of the foreign adversaries 
bill, and Simon Stevenson, 
the Robert Stanton endowed 
chair of real estate and eco-
nomic development at Old 
Dominion University, each 
told the Times in April they 
concurred that Smithfield 
Foods would likely be un-
affected, as did Youngkin 
spokeswoman Macaulay 
Porter.

Like all U.S. nuclear 
plants, Surry was originally 
licensed to operate for 40 
years. In 2003, the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission 
approved the plant’s contin-
ued operation through the 
2033 and in 2021 extended its 
license again to 2053, making 
Surry the only plant in the 
nation licensed to operate for 
double its original lifespan.

“These are the only fa-
cilities in the nation with 
an 80-year license and that 
speaks to the extraordinary 
leadership, extraordinary 
workforce and operations, 
and the vision that all come 
together here at Surry,” 
Youngkin said.

Though now 50 years old, 
the Surry plant is far from 
obsolete, contends Domin-
ion’s newly-appointed chief 
nuclear officer, Eric Carr. 
The plant, Carr said, now 
uses drones to inspect reac-
tor containment and other 
“cutting-edge” technology.

“These stations run con-
tinuously on 18-month cycles 
and stop only for refueling 
regardless of whether the 
sun is shining or the wind 
is blowing,” said Dominion 
President and CEO Robert 
Blue.

That consistency “trans-
lates into affordability,” Blue 
said.

Dominion, on July 1, 
announced it would lower 
electricity rates by $14 per 
month.

Surry and North Anna 
Surry, according to Blue, 
collectively account for near-
ly 90% of the state’s low- or 
zero-carbon power.

“With more electric ve-
hicles, more data centers 
joining the grid, demand 

for power is rising rapid-
ly,” Blue said. “We’ll need 
nuclear power to meet that 
increased demand.”

Youngkin used the op-
portunity to tout nuclear’s 
place in his 2022 “all of the 
above” energy plan, which 
calls for at least one small, 
modular nuclear reactor, or 
SMR, in Virginia within the 
next decade.

A Middleburg-based com-
pany, Green Energy Part-
ners LLC, announced in 
April that it planned to break 
ground within 18 months 
on a first-of-its-kind combi-
nation data center and hy-
drogen fuel hub eventually 
powered by its own SMRs 
on 641 acres adjacent to the 
Surry nuclear plant.

“This is a wonderful time 
to be in Surry County,” said 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins, calling the ru-
ral county of roughly 6,500 
residents a “land of oppor-
tunity.”

Surry Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman Robert Elliott 
noted there had been “a lot of 
apprehension” among resi-
dents in 1973 at the thought 
of a nuclear plant in Surry, 
but contended Dominion – 
then known as the Virginia 
Electric and Power Co. or 
VEPCO – has made good on 
its promises of safety over 
the decades.

“We applaud them for be-
ing a great partner for Surry 
County,” Elliott said.

The Surry plant, accord-
ing to Dominion, employs 
roughly 900 workers and in 
2022 paid $15.4 million in tax-
es. The plant plant produces 
roughly 14% of Virginia’s 
electricity.
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Nearly 100 people gathered July 2 at the 1750 Courthouse on Main Street in Smithfield for a public 
reading of the Declaration of Independence. Here, reenactor Caleb Kitchen reads the document’s 
introduction. (Steve Stewart/The Smithfield Times)

‘When in the course …’
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