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ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY FAIR GUIDE

Our annual Isle of Wight County Fair Guide will be mailed to all county 
households beginning Saturday. The fair begins Wednesday, Sept. 13, with 
the annual Seafood Fest and continues through Sunday, Sept. 17, at the Joel 
C. Bradshaw Fairgrounds on Route 258 between Smithfi eld and Windsor. 
The guide contains a schedule of events and other helpful information.

Volume 104 Number 37 Wednesday, September 6, 2023 75 cents
SERVING ISLE OF WIGHT AND SURRY COUNTIES SINCE 1920

SMITHFIELD TIMES

Staff photo by Frederic Lee

SERVING ISLE OF WIGHT AND SURRY COUNTIES SINCE 1920
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020 Smith�eld, Va. 23431 75 cents

INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A new solar farm proposed at 
the border of Isle of Wight and 
Surry counties would be Isle of 
Wight’s ninth, and largest.

Sycamore Cross Solar LLC, 
a subsidiary of Arlington-based 

AES Corp., has applied for a 
“certificate of public conve-
nience and necessity” from 
the State Corporation Commis-
sion for a 2,844-acre solar farm, 
though only 1,156 acres would 
see fencing and solar panels.

The project would be located 
at Sycamore Cross Drive at the 

westernmost edge of the Isle of 
Wight-Surry border.

Virginia law mandates solar 
farms that generate electricity 
in excess of five megawatts 
demonstrate to the state that 
the project “is not contrary to 
the public interest.” Sycamore 
Cross would generate 240 mega-

watts.
The project, according to a 

public notice set for publication 
in the Sept. 6 edition of The 
Smithfield Times, would span 
the Isle of Wight-Surry border. 
According to AES spokeswoman 
Amy Lobel, 2,036 acres would be 
on the Isle of Wight side.

Plans for Sycamore Cross 
have been in the works since 
at least December when land 
transfer records filed at the Isle 
of Wight County Courthouse 
showed Blue Sky Endeavors, 
another subsidiary of AES, as 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Constructing a brick building 
at the Luter Sports Complex to 
house the Smithfield Parks and 
Recreation Department’s equip-
ment will cost nearly twice as 
much as originally estimated.

Amy Novak, the department’s 
director, told Town Council 
members on Aug. 28 that the 

$400,000 the town had allocated 
to the project from its share 
of federal COVID-19 pandemic 
relief funds it received from the 
2021 American Rescue Plan Act, 
or ARPA, won’t come close to 
covering the expense.

“Like everything else these 
days, a building that would have 
cost us $400,000 back a couple 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Town Council will 
on Sept. 5 further discuss a slate 
of changes to the town’s charter, 
which may or may not include 
transitioning to an elected mayor.

Smithfield has for decades 
chosen its mayor by a majority 
vote of its seven sitting council 
members. Changing this provi-
sion of the town’s charter would 
entail petitioning Virginia’s Gen-
eral Assembly when lawmakers 
reconvene in January.

Town Manager Michael Stall-
ings said he’s working with Del. 
Emily Brewer, R-Isle of Wight, to 
introduce a bill that would amend 
Smithfield’s charter in several 
ways, most notably by moving the 
specified date for council elections 
from May to November.

In 2021, the General Assembly 

Editor’s note: Check smith-
fieldtimes.com for the result of the 
Town Council’s expected  Sept. 5 
vote on the Grange application.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A traffic engineer working 
for Grange at 10Main developer 
Joseph Luter IV contends the 
development’s design should be 
more than sufficient to handle 
the thousands of daily vehicular 
trips it’s projected to add to Smith-
field’s roads.

Plans for the Grange show ve-
hicle access from Main and Grace 

streets to the farmers market 
building that would anchor the 
304-home mixed-use development, 
as well as access from Cary Street 
and a right-turn-only entrance 
from Route 10.

Karen McPherson, president 
and owner of McPherson Consult-
ing, told Town Council members 
at an Aug. 31 work session that 
planned turn lanes and the multi-
ple access points would “meet the 
development not only at full build-
out” in 2030 but also “six years 
beyond that, which accounts for 
other growth in the area.”

Mayor Steve Bowman had 
asked council members in an 

Aug. 8 email to submit questions 
by Aug. 14 for the work session.

A March letter from the Vir-
ginia Department of Transpor-
tation to the town estimated the 
Grange would add roughly 5,500 
daily vehicular trips, and largely 
agreed with an earlier traffic 
study by McPherson’s firm. The 
added traffic has been a frequent-
ly referenced point of opponents 
of the development.

McPherson told the council 
that early plans for the Grange 
had called for access to Route 10 
for incoming and outgoing traf-

By Mason Mayes, Dylan Mayes, 
Charlie Redman and Alex Jones
Contributing writers

Residents of Smithfield may 
have noticed some new bricks 
around the LOVE sign adjacent 
to the new Main Street Square 
stage in front of The Smithfield 
Times. 

The engraved bricks, which 
were sold to individuals and or-
ganizations for $50 each, helped 
cover a funding shortfall for 

Proposed solar farm would be IW’s largest

Elect 
Smithfield’s 

mayor?

Luter Sports Complex 
building over budget 

Generous donors put 
their stamp on new stage

Grange consultant says town
can handle increased traffic

All smiles on the first day of school Sept. 5 at Smithfield Middle School are, from left, instructional assistant Lauri 
Lipford, art teacher Rebecca Cox and her son, Noah, science, technology, engineering and math, or STEM, teacher 
Danielle Joyner and hearing specialist Brynn Parker. Isle of Wight County School welcomed back students after 
summer break and the long Labor Day weekend. (Stephen Faleski/The Smithfield Times)

First day of school

• See GRANGE, p. 7• See STAGE, p. 7

• See BUDGET, p. 8

• See MAYOR, p. 7

• See SOLAR, p. 8

Engraved bricks, like this one 
by Virginia Beach’s Margo 
Huff, helped fund the new 
stage in Main Street Square. 
She purchased it as a tribute 
to her late husband. (Photo by 
Mason Mayes)

This drawing of the Grange at 10Main shows the height of the proposed three- and four-story 
apartment buildings in comparison with the treeline and farmers market building. (Image 
courtesy of Town of Smithfield)
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FRIDAY
9 PM

SATURDAY
9 PM

BRANDON LAYBRANDON LAY
ADULT ADMISSION: Friday, Saturday & Sunday: $10 online; $15 at the gate
Children Ages 6-12: $8 online; $10 at the gate, Children 5 & under FREE!

Carload Night: Thursday, September 14: $50 per vehicle online; $55 at the gate
Includes Admission & 'All You Can Ride' Midway Wristbands for up to 8 guests legally seated.

Senior & Elementary Kids Day, Sunflower Hours: Friday, September 15
Seniors (55+) & School Kids: $1 admission 10 am - 2pm

Sunflower Hours 12 pm - 4pm:
$1 admission each for individuals with disabilities & 1 caretaker/companion

Military Appreciation Discount: Sunday, September 17
$5 off regular admission with valid Military ID

DUKE CHEVROLET GMC STAGE

DILLON CARMICHAELDILLON CARMICHAEL
Friday, 7 pm: Spencer Hatcher Saturday, 7 pm: Runnin' Shine

thefairiscoming.com
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Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of 
$1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. 
Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test 
of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon 
per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, 
Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA 
#559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-
22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA 
#2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.
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A LIVING HISTORY EVENT

the gazebo-style stage, 
which hosts the Down-
town Smithfield Summer 
Concert Series and other 
events.

The stage was made 
possible by a Virginia 
T o u r i s m  A s s o c i a t i o n 
grant, Town of Smithfield 
funding and a donation 
by TowneBank. Monies 
were not the only thing 
donated. Mark and Joanne 
Hall donated a handicap 
lift to assist performers 
in getting on the stage. 
Former Smithfield Mayor 
Carter Williams donat-
ed dozens of hours of his 
time as project manager, 
saving thousands of dol-
lars on the replacement of 
the 36-year-old stage, said 
Connie Chapman of the 
Smithfield-Isle of Wight 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureau.

Unexpected expenses 
had left the project at a 
standstill, Chapman said, 
when officials were in-
spired by a previous fund-
raising project: engraved 
bricks along Main Street 
during extensive streets-
caping work in the 1990s.

They settled on selling 
300 spots so they would 
be easier to read. The 300 
bricks sold in less than 
a week. They were sent 
to America Laser Arts in 
Downtown Smithfield for 
engraving, ensuring they 
would be legible for gen-
erations to come. 

Each of these bricks has 
a story; one is courtesy of 
Margo Huff of Virginia 
Beach. 

According to Chapman, 
Margo described Smith-
field as her family’s “hap-
py place” and wanted to do 

something special for her 
husband, Don, who passed 
away. 

Seeing the bricks as an 
opportunity to honor her 
husband, she wanted their 
names engraved on one so 
whenever she visits Smith-
field, she can remember 
the times they had togeth-
er and know that they will 
always be a small part of 
the town they love. 

The brick project raised 
$10,500, enough to finish 
the stage. The last en-
graved bricks are being 
laid this month.

The authors are mem-
bers of Boy Scout Troop 24 
in Wakefield. They earned 
their journalism merit 
badge during a July visit 
to Smithfield.

• Continued from p. 1

Stage

• Continued from p. 1

Budget

• Continued from p. 1

Solar

years ago is now going to 
cost us closer to $800,000,” 
Novak said.

The building has yet 
to break ground. To date, 
the town has spent $8,725 
of the originally allocated 
$400,000 on the project.

Using metal siding in-
stead of brick would save 
roughly $200,000, Novak 
estimated. However, it 
would run afoul of a zon-
ing ordinance amendment 
the council adopted six 
months ago.

In February, the coun-
cil added language to its 
zoning ordinance requir-
ing government-owned 
structures to be “substan-
tially in conformance” 
with Smithfield’s entrance 
corridor overlay require-
ments, even if located out-
side the town’s entrance 
corridor overlay district.

The district encompass-
es all land within 500 feet 
of West Main Street, where 
the sports complex is locat-
ed, and mandates devel-
opers use stucco, natural 
wood siding, brick or other 
materials “appropriate to 
town character.”

T o  g e t  a r o u n d  t h e 
requirement, the town 
would need to apply to 
its Planning Commission 
for an entrance corridor 
overlay waiver.

N o v a k  e s t i m a t e d  a 
$540,000 cost for the build-
ing if the brick facade was 
eliminated.

Town Councilman Ran-
dy Pack, who also serves 
on the Planning Commis-
sion, said he was not in 
support of doing away 
with the bricks, even if it 
would reduce the cost.

“We have a world-class 

park and it needs to be a 
world-class park,” Pack 
said.

Smithfield received 
roughly $8.7 million in 
ARPA funds, $7.3 million 
of which has been com-
mitted to various town 
projects. Councilwoman 
Renee Rountree, howev-
er, said she isn’t in favor 
of dipping into the $1.4 
million in unallocated 
ARPA funds to cover the 
increased cost of the build-
ing.

She said she’d prefer 
it be used to cover Smith-
field’s 2022 vote to commit 
up to $1.4 million toward 
the cost of constructing a 
building at the proposed 
Grange at 10Main develop-
ment that would house the 
town’s farmers market, a 
restaurant and a perma-
nent retailer.

having purchased roughly 
1,700 acres at the project 
site for $12.1 million that 
month.

AES submitted Syca-
more Cross’s formal ap-
plication for a conditional 
use permit on April 19.

The requested permit 
is separate from the state 
certificate. The permit 
is the purview of Isle of 
Wight’s Planning Commis-
sion and Board of Supervi-
sors, which will each hold 
a public hearing and vote 
on the matter.

According to Lobel, 
Sycamore Cross’s permit 
application is still being 
reviewed by Isle of Wight’s 
Community Development 
Department. As such, no 
hearing dates have been 
set yet.

AES is the same devel-

oper behind the 1,750-acre 
Cavalier Solar project, 
roughly 500 acres of which 
span into Isle of Wight. 
Surry and Isle of Wight 
supervisors each approved 
their portions of the Cava-
lier project in 2021.

The largest solar farms 
Isle of Wight has approved 
to date are the 637-acre 
Carver project that will 
span both sides of Route 
460 between Windsor and 
Zuni, and an adjacent 630-
acre solar farm designated 
Windsor PV1.

According to the sched-
uled Sept. 6 public notice, 
Sycamore Cross would 
connect to a Dominion 
substation on Mill Swamp 
Road approximately 4½ 
miles away, near the Cav-
alier site.

When Isle of Wight’s su-

pervisors approved Carver 
in August as the county’s 
eighth, Supervisor Dick 
Grice said he hoped it 
would be “one of the very 
last.” Grice, who isn’t run-
ning for reelection this 
November, joined with the 
majority in a 4-1 May vote 
to limit the cumulative 
acreage of existing and 
proposed solar farms to 
2% of the county’s prime 
farmland, or 2,446 acres.

The eight  approved 
projects,  according to 
county data, will collec-
tively occupy 2,208 acres 
of prime soil, or 1.8%.

Community Develop-
ment Director Amy Ring, 
however, said in May that 
the 2% cap would not ap-
ply to any project that 
had filed a conditional use 
permit application prior to 

the date of the near-mora-
torium’s adoption.

Ring said as of August 
the county had received 
five pending solar farm 
applications, including 
Sycamore Cross.

The State Corporation 
Commission has set a Nov. 
30, 10 a.m. hearing on Syc-
amore Cross’s requested 
certificate. Those wishing 
to speak at the hearing by 
phone are to, by Nov. 21, 
provide their names and 
phone numbers on a form 
available at scc.virginia.
gov/pages/Webcasting or 
by completing and email-
ing a PDF version of the 
form to SCCInfo@scc.vir-
ginia.gov. Speakers can 
also register for the hear-
ing by calling 804-371-9141.
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