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BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

After delaying amendments to 
Suffolk’s Historic Conservation 
Overlay District to clarify paint 
colors, Suffolk City Council 
unanimously approved the 
update.

During its July 19 meeting, 

council members asked for a 
delay in approval to address 
exterior building paint color 
guidelines that some believed 
needed to be more specific.

Council revisited two pub-
lic hearings on amending both 
historic district guidelines and 

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

Saturday and Sunday 
focused on celebrating 
peace, nature, and life as the 
Nansemond nation celebrated 
its 35th annual Powwow in 

Suffolk.
Held both Saturday, Aug. 

19 and Sunday, Aug. 20, at 
Mattanock Town off Pembroke 
Lane, the bright sunny days 
united residents from Suffolk 
and beyond with Nansemond 
Indian tribe members to 

honor Native American cul-
ture through traditional dance, 
along with vendors, shopping 
and food. 

Chief Emeritus Sam Bass 
thanked the Creator for the won-
derful weather at the event while 
acknowledging the turnout.

“A day with all these people, 
all these citizens coming from 
all over the state, to attend this 
powwow. We have people from 
all walks of life. A motorcycle 
club is here, a hiking club 

Powwow celebrates unity and life

Paint colors clarified

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

The powwow showcases varrious traditional styles of native dance. At top, Nikki Bass, Trinity Bass and Cheyenne Martin represent the women of the tribes. Above 
left, Marilena Badamo represents the future during a Woman’s shawl dance. Above right,  Gabriel Chavis demonstrates a men’s traditional style of dance. 
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Trial dates have been set for 
two Suffolk Police Department 
officers arrest-
ed Monday, Aug. 
14 and Thursday, 
Aug. 17.

According to the 
Suffolk General 
District Court, the 
court date for mas-
ter police officer 
James Babor is 
Monday, Oct. 23, 
while the date for 
senior police offi-
cer Marco Leslie is 
Tuesday, Nov. 14. 

Due to both 
choosing their 
attorneys, an 
arraignment date set for Tuesday 
was not needed. Likewise, both 
officers will not plead until their 
hearing date. A special judge will 
be selected for both cases. 

The two officers have been 
charged with obtaining money 
under false pretenses, which are 
felonies. Babor has also been 
charged with one count of forging 
and uttering a public document 
and one count of computer fraud. 

A city spokesman has con-
firmed both were placed on 
administrative leave.

Court dates 
set for 
officers

Babor

Leslie

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Loretta Councill, Alexis McGill and Miranda Smith recently reopened Mad Batters as a sweet spot to get ice cream and 
other sweets.

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

City Council got details 
of a new regional Global 
Internet Hub initiative the city 
has invested in for both the 
Richmond and Hampton Roads 
regions.

During its Wednesday, Aug. 
16 meeting, Council hear from 
RVA757 Connects, a non-prof-

it organization that supports 
the economic success of the 
regions, which is also known 
as the I-64 Innovation corridor. 
The group is leading this effort.

The organization’s top prior-
ity is noted to “accelerate the 
status of the I-65 Innovation 
Corridor as an emerging GIH 
into a world-class intercon-

Collaboration to 
improve internet

By James W. Robinson
Staff Writer

Downtown Suffolk residents 
can look forward to getting 
their sweet treat fix as the Mad 
Batter Bakery is back in busi-

ness. Celebrating its reopening 
on Tuesday, Aug. 15, the bak-
ery returns with a delicious 
selection of baked goods such 
as cookies, cakes and cinna-
mon rolls while also indulg-
ing in ice cream, milkshakes, 

floats and more.
Mad Batter Bakery Owner 

Loretta Councill talked about 
the shop reopening with a new 
format while expressing the 

Mad Batter sweetens downtown
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Natural gas is a colorless and odorless fuel. For safety reasons, a chemical odorant called 
mercaptan is added for easy detection of a suspected natural gas leak. This odorant has a 
distinctive “rotten egg” type odor. Natural gas odors should be reported immediately.

¿Hay olor a gas? ¡Actué rápido! El gas natural es un combustible incoloro e inodoro. Por razones de seguridad, se le agrega 
un aromatizante químico llamado mercaptano para que se pueda detectar fácilmente. Este aromatizante tiene un olor 
característico a “huevo podrido.” Los olores a gas natural deben informarse de inmediato.

Smell Gas? Act Fast!

If you detect even a small amount of If you detect even a small amount of 
this odor in the air:
Si detecta este olor en el aire, por mínimo que sea:Si detecta este olor en el aire, por mínimo que sea:

© 2023 Southern Company Gas. All rights reserved. VNG-22004

 virginianaturalgas.com/safety

• Do not try to locate the source of the smell.
No intente localizar la fuente del olor.

• Leave the area immediately and alert others.
Abandone el área inmediatamente y alerte a los demás.

• Avoid using any sources of ignition, such as cell phones, 
cigarettes, matches, flashlights, electronic devices, 
motorized vehicles, light switches or landlines.
Evite usar cualquier fuente de ignición, por ejemplo, teléfonos celulares, cigarrillos, 
fósforos, linternas, aparatos electrónicos, vehículos a motor, interruptores de luz o 
teléfonos fijos.

• Call Virginia Natural Gas at 1.877.572.3342 or 911 once you 
are out of the area and in a safe place.
Llame a Virginia Natural Gas at 1.877.572.3342 o al 911 una vez que esté fuera del 
área y en un lugar seguro.

is here. There’s just all 
kinds of groups here,” 
Bass said. “Tribes from all 
over the state of Virginia 
and North Carolina are 
attending. It’s great.”

Bass explained that a 
powwow is a celebra-
tion of Native Americans 
coming together in unity.

“We’re thanking the 
Creator for all his bless-
ings – the sunrise, the 
sunset, the sun, the moon, 
the stars – all of creation,” 
Bass said. “And we’re 
[celebrating] that we are 
still here and we’re not 

from the past, and you 
can speak in present terms 
as an Indian Tribe, and 
that’s me being an Native 
American. I am still here. 
I am a Native American. 
That’s my story, and I’ll 
stick to it.”

Spectators attending 
the event shared their rea-
sons for turning out for 
the powwow.

Kimberly Gardener 
discussed the impor-
tance of supporting the 
Nansemond Indian Tribe.

“I support the tribe at 
every chance,” Gardener 

said. “I love to come out 
and wander. It’s beauti-
ful.”

Daniel Brooks said 
he wants to learn about 
indigenous people, 
explaining he wants to 
come away from the day 
with a reconnection with 
nature.

“Hopefully, we can find 
some semblance of bal-
ance,” Brooks said.

Nansemond Indian 
Nation Council Secretary 
Barbara Orf said the day 
also is about “family” 
along with forgetting 

about all the bad in the 
world while enjoying the 
day.

“Seeing the kids from 
a year that have grown 
up and have gotten big-
ger and improving their 
dance skills and enjoying 
seeing the community” 
are what’s important for 
Orf. “To come in and sup-
port us, and enjoy attend-
ing the powwow, wheth-
er they’ve been here 20 
times or it’s their first 
time. It’s just an awesome 
event.” 

David Blackfeather 

Darling, the Nansemond 
Indian Tribal Counselor, 
said the powwow serves 
as both a “powerful expe-
rience” for him and as a 
return home.

“A lot of our people 
over the years have been 
dispersed around the 
country,” Darling said. “I 
grew up very knowledge-
able about my heritage 
and about my culture, 
but far away. So for me, 
even though I never real-
ly lived here this really 
feels like a homecoming 
to me.”

He hopes residents 
experience the culture 
and the community that 
surrounds it.

“It’s something that 
is not as pervasive any-
more in today’s culture,” 
Darling said. “So for me, 
it’s exciting for people to 
be able to [have] a chance 
to see it and experience it 
and hear it and smell it, 
you know the sage in the 
air, I think it’s an exciting 
time for everyone to kind 
of get an escape and learn 
something about their 
community.”

Powwow: Nansemond Nation celebrates its heritage during annual event
Continued from page 1
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Clockwise from top left, Anton of the Yaqui Tribe 
provides a quick serenade. a young dancer, attend-
ees browse the vendors, Evynn Richardson, head 
woman and Keenan Stewart, head man lead the danc-
ing, a woman demonstrates traditional dance, Kalen 
Anderson participates in the men’s traditional dance.
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