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aided the U.S. government.
A major problem for the women 

fighters is that, back in Afghani-
stan, anyone who wanted to join 
the FTP was required to have a 
document filled out by the old-
est male member of the family to 
approve their service. An unfor-
tunate consequence of that rule 
is that now family members of the 
FTP can easily be tracked by the 
Taliban.

Edmondson is concerned that 
data systems and paper trails 
identifying partners of the U.S. 
were compromised and left be-
hind, leaving a roster of individual 
U.S. ally names for the Taliban to 
find.

Ahmadi is also concerned for 
her family and fellow Afghans who 
helped the U.S. and are still in Af-
ghanistan.

“I live here but all my body, my 
life, my heart is all thinking about 
my family and my other country,” 
Ahmadi said. “I always cry with 
myself, but it doesn’t help my 
family.”

One evening in November af-
ter a full day of work for Ahmadi 
and school for Shah Pari, Ahmadi 
looked over Shah Pari’s target prac-
tice papers from an after-school 
shooting class with the Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(JROTC), which Shah Pari hopes 
to join next year.

Light from a lamp in their dimly 
lit apartment shined through bull-
seyes with tiny holes Shah Pari 
made by shooting a 10-millimeter 
air rifle.

Ahmadi said her little sister, 
who never fired a gun in Afghan-
istan, was making better progress 
than she had while in the Afghan 
military.

“I’m proud of her,” Ahmadi said. 
“I studied with three, four years in 
the shooting, and she started one 
month two months, and I told 
her, OK, you can keep [the target 
practice papers] because this is 
very important and you are good 
for shooting.”

Ahmadi said she misses the 
advice and support she received 
from her family in Afghanistan 
and she sometimes feels alone, 

but then she reminds herself she 
still has her sister.

“Sometimes life is very hard and 
sometimes life is easy,” Ahmadi 
said.

Ahmadi hopes with her asylum 
granted she can join the U.S. mil-
itary and work with the U.S. once 

again, perhaps as a nurse. More 
than anything, she hopes she and 
her sister can be reunited with the 
rest of their family and her fellow 
veterans can be granted the same 
asylum protections her and her 
sister now have.

“Sometimes I’m very sad to see 
the other people,” Ahmadi said. 
“Everybody’s happy. They are liv-
ing with family. Why is my family 
not here? My heart is not calm.”
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azizgul ahmadi advocates for the afghan adjustment act while speaking with a congressional aide, at far right, in Washington, d.C., in the Longworth 
house office building on oct. 3. ahmadi was joined by fellow veterans including members of With honor action, a d.C.-based nonprofit that arranged 
the visit on Capitol hill. danny Rogers, legislative correspondent from With honor action is seen at center right.

“I live here but all my 

body, my life, my heart 

is all thinking about 

my family and my 

other country, myself, 

but it doesn’t help my 

family.”

Azizgul Ahmadi, advocate for the 
afghan adjustment act

azizgul ahmadi looks over shah Pari’s target practice papers while in 
their apartment on nov. 8. shah Pari, who is an 11th-grader at blacksburg 
high school, joined the shooting class after school through the Junior 
Reserve officer Training Corps (JRoTC), which she hopes to join next year.
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November at LinDor Arts means helping both established
and new clients shop for just the right piece of art for the
holiday! Beginning November 20 and running through
December 31, 2023, LinDor’s Holiday Art Sale promises to
make your holiday shopping easy and unique with art 15% off
(sorry, a few exclusions). Too much art … never! Exquisite and
inspiring collections sure to please—you may find something
for everyone on your list (don’t forget yourself!).

Art makes the best gift. Whether it’s a painting or a sculpture,
LinDor Arts is where the art is! So, make your list, check it
twice and take advantage of 15% off.

LinDorArts

1 5% OFF HOL IDAY ART SALE

NOVEMBER 20-DECEMBER 31, 2023


