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BY JEFF MOORE
STAFF WRITER

A report issued by Virginia 
State Police shows violent 
crimes and those against other 
people in Suffolk rose during 
2022.

VSP’s Crime in Virginia 
report shows that in its vio-
lent crime section,  murder and 
non-negligent manslaughter saw 
an increase during 2022 with 12 
in the city. That’s up from seven 
in 2021, three in 2020, six in 
2019 and just two in 2018.

Aggravated assault ran about 
the same in 2022 and the year 
prior at 372 and 383, respec-
tively. However, these are up 
from past years as the report 
shows aggravated assaults at 
299 in 2020, 173 in 2109 and 
151 during 2018, according to 
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Sentara Obici is embrac-
ing the future with their latest 
medical technology addition. 

The hospital recently pur-
chased the Da Vinci robotic 
surgical system from medical 
robotics company Intuitive 
Surgical, Inc. and aims to pro-
vide more minimal invasive 

surgery options for patients. 
As one of the three surgeons 
using the technology, Sentara 
Obici Medical Director of 
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An individual has been trans-
ported to a local hospital in seri-
ous condition following a crash 
that left the vehicle overturned 
and in the water. 

Suffolk Fire & Rescue and 
Virginia State Police were noti-
fied at 5:57 a.m. by Emergency 
Communications of a report-
ed vehicle in the water near 
Interstate 664 North Bound at 
the South embankment of the 
Northbound bridge span, accord-
ing to a city news release.

“Battalion 2 and Ladder 11 
arrived at 6:06 a.m. and found 
a single vehicle overturned in 
the water, approximately 50 feet 
from the shore. One patient was 
out of the vehicle and in the 
water as firefighters and med-

Crash 
sends car 
into water

Embracing the future
Sentara adds new robotic technology
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The Crime in Virginia Report compiled by the Department of State Police
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Sentara Obici Medical Director of Bariatric Surgery Gregory F. Adams, M.D. presents the hospital’s newest addition: the 
Da Vinci Xi System, a robotics surgical system aimed to help with minimal invasive surgery.
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Hoffler Creek Wildlife 
Preserve is recovering from 
an incident of vandalism. 
An investigation is currently 

underway following destruc-
tion of property that was dis-
covered during a morning bird 
walk on Saturday, August 12. 
Along the trail of the wildlife 
preserve’s peaceful greenery 
was a path of seven damaged 

benches, some even thrown 
into Lake Ballard, fire debris 
from the nonprofit’s rain bar-
rel system and fire damage to 
public-use kayaks.

Hoffler Creek Wildlife 
Preserve Executive Director 

Ashley Morgan talked about 
her reaction to seeing the 
destruction. 

“I was devastated,” Morgan 
said. “It felt surreal, it’s a huge 

Vandals strike at Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve
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The Nansemond Indian 
Powwow returns for another year 
of celebrating American Indian 
culture this weekend on Saturday, 
Aug. 19 and Sunday, Aug. 20 at 
the Powwow Grounds located at 
1001 Pembroke Ln. Following 
the first powwow on ancestral 
land in 1988, the cultural cele-
bration will mark its 35th year of 
honoring Native American heri-
tage and bringing people togeth-
er.

Nansemond Indian Nation 
Tribal Chief Keith F. Anderson, 
Nansemond Indian Tribal 
President Christina Dodd and 
Tribal Administrator Tim Emery 
each took the time to talk about 
the upcoming event. Anderson, 
who marks his second year as 
Chief, discussed how the venue is 
one of Suffolk’s biggest festivals 
and one of the biggest indigenous 
offerings in the commonwealth.

“Attendees can expect a 
dynamic experience of American 
Indian culture through dance, 
foods, arts and crafts, and edu-

cational displays. Our festival 
attracts thousands from across 
the country and globally,” said 
Anderson. “The festival is also 
very family-friendly and inclu-
sive, featuring social dances 
throughout the day and honorings 
for our military service persons 
which take place during opening 
ceremonies.”

Dodd, who serves her first 
year as Nansemond Indian Tribal 
President, talked in detail about 
what attendees can expect from 
the celebration’s structure and 
activities.

“The powwow each day begins 
with the grand entry which starts 
with flags traditionally carried 
by veterans, then tribal leaders, 
followed by male dancers and 
female dancers (both led by a 
head dancer for each group). 
After this entry, there will be 
dancing with music provided by 
the Stoney Creek Drum Circle 
and singing by the WarPaint 
singers,” Dodd said. “Both of 
these groups have musicians who 
are dedicated to learning native 

Powwow marks 35th 
“celebration of life”
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Charred remains of a rain barrel system and fire damage to the public-use kayaks are just part of the destruction that Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve is recovering 
from as seen here Tuesday, August 15.


