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BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

Downtown Suffolk was 
once again alive with festiv-
ities and delicious offerings 
from restaurants during the 
17th annual Taste of Suffolk 
Downtown Street Festival. 

Held Saturday, Sept. 9, res-
idents came out in droves to 
enjoy a plethora of delicious 

food, fun games, merchandise 
from local vendors and musi-
cal entertainment from bands 
such as Lucky757 and RaJazz. 

Among performers 
stilt-walking and clowning 
around, there were artists from 
the Suffolk Plein Air Festival 
taking part in the “Paint the 
Taste” quick draw event. 
Alongside Suffolk, painters 
from Richmond, Maryland, 

Delaware and more came out 
to paint the ongoing “Taste” 
festivities.

During his quick draw paint-
ing session, Delaware artist 
Jim Rehak called his work an 
“outlet for expression.” 

Likewise, Richmond artist 
Donald Kaupp said that “it 
relaxes him” while painting 
during the “Taste” festival.

Following the excitement, 

Acting Recreation Supervisor 
of Special Events Sarah Slate 
said she was pleased with the 
event.

“We had a really good turn-
out this year and we’re excited 
for next year,” Slate said. “We 
hope that we brought the com-
munity together for lots of fun 
and enjoyment for what Taste 
of Suffolk has to offer.”

Downtown delights in Taste of Suffolk festivities

BY ED PUGH
EDITOR

The latest Virginia 
Department of Education 
Standards of Learning report 
finds all but one Suffolk Public 
School received full state 
accreditation status. 

John F. Kennedy Middle 
School failed to meet accred-
itation standards in English, 
according to the state report, 
resulting in being accredited 

with conditions. Under state 
guidelines, any school with one 
or more indicators at level three 
is subject to accreditation with 
conditions.

Level three, defined by 
VDOE, is where performance 
meets a specified range using 
the best of the current or cumu-
lative three-year rate or has 
stayed at a level two or three 
rating through four consecutive 
years.

Suffolk Public Schools 

released a statement saying the 
division has submitted an appeal 
to the Board of Education for 
Virginia in hopes of gaining full 
accreditation of the school.

“Suffolk Public Schools is 
extremely proud of the hard 
work and dedication from our 
students and staff for their 
Standards of Learning scores 
and our current accredita-
tion results,” the release said. 

SPS appeals JFK Middle’s 
accreditation status

VDOE releases strength of learning report

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

The City of Suffolk held a 
special ceremony honoring 
the U.S. Constitution Monday, 
Sept. 11.

Mayor Michael D. Duman 
joined members of the 
Constantia Chapter, National 
Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution, to pro-
claim Constitution Week from 
Sunday, Sept. 17 through 
Saturday, Sept. 23. 

Duman read the proclama-
tion alongside Constantia DAR 
member Stephanie Loper and 
Constantia Vice Regent Karen 
Hedrick.

“Now, therefore, I, Michael 
D. Duman, Mayor of the City of 
Suffolk, Virginia, do hereby pro-
claim Sept. 17 through 23, 2023, 
as Constitution Week in Suffolk, 
Virginia and urge all citizens 
to study the Constitution and 
reflect on the privileges, rights 
and responsibilities of being an 
American,” Duman read during 
the presentation. “In witness 
thereof, I have hereunto set my 

Duman 
proclaims 

Constitution 
Week

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk Sheriff’s Office 
is doing its part to prevent 
those it serves from going 
hungry.

In its second food drive of 
the year Friday, Sept. 8 at the 
North Main Street Walmart 
Supercenter, the department 
collected non-perishable foods 

Sheriff’s office battles 
hunger with food drive 

JAMES W. ROBINSON/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Staff from the Suffolk Sheriff’s Office work to collect non-perishable foods to 
assist Wilroy Baptist Church at their second food drive of the year. Pictured 
from left working Friday’s event are Deputy Morgan Olson, Community Outreach 
Coordinator Katie A. Jones and Deputy Veronica Vaughan.

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

Home Instead Senior Care 
of Suffolk holds its third annu-
al Alzheimer’s Fundraiser 
Saturday, Sept. 22. 

Located at the Home 
Instead main office, 2000 
Hillpoint Blvd., the event runs 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with a 
bake sale, a 50/50 raffle with 
prizes, yard-sale styled items 
for purchase and a $5.00 
donation-based lunch of ham-
burgers, hot dogs, chips and 
a drink. All proceeds go to 
the Alzheimer Association of 

Home Instead fights against 
Alzheimer’s with fundraiser
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BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

Chuckatuck Borough school 
board member Kimberly 
Slingluff focused much of her 
town hall last week pointing to 
differences in proposed Suffolk 
Public Schools’ and the state’s 
model transgender policies.

During the Thursday, Sept. 
7, gathering at the Crittenden, 

Eclipse and Hobson Ruritan 
Club. Slingluff reviewed the 
draft updates and shared her 
concerns about possible issues 
that would arise if the cur-
rent version is approved by the 
school board.

“I think that everybody in 
Suffolk needs to be informed 
and know about what’s going 
on in our school system,” she 
said. “Even if you don’t have 

children, it’s very important to 
weigh in on that.”

Slingluff said discussion 
would be on the model policy.

“This is about the safety and 
the policy for our schools and 
how we are going to handle the 
emerging needs for the schools 
to protect our kids,” Slingluff 
said. “It’s not to weigh in 
on how you feel either way, 
because that’s not the issue.” 

During the discussion, 
Slingluff compared the Virginia 
Department of Education’s 
model policy with draft chang-
es from the proposed SPS pol-
icy. Her key focus areas were 
parental notification, locker 
rooms and bathroom usage and 
school sports. 
Proposed SPS draft chang-

es for counseling services reads 
“Students will be required to 

provide signed parental consent 
before counseling services are 
offered, unless Suffolk Public 
Schools is of the opinion that to 
require parental consent would 
pose a danger to the student’s 
health and mental wellness.” 
VDOE’s policy on materi-

al information reads “No poli-
cy, guidance, training, or other 

Town Hall reviews transgender policy

JAMES W. ROBINSON/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Richard Kirsch of Sin City Events towers with his stilts at the Taste of Suffolk festival held Saturday, Sept. 9 in Downtown Suffolk.
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“Only one of our schools 
is listed as Accredited 
with Conditions, and 
the school division has 
submitted an appeal for 
John F. Kennedy Middle 
School, which will be 
heard by the Board of 
Education for Virginia.” 

Overall, the divi-
sion saw year-over-year 
improvements in all aca-
demic pass rates, with the 
most progress in math-
ematics, jumping from 
62.22% in 2021-2022 
to 68.7%. English read-
ing and writing both saw 
minor improvements with 
less than a 2% increase in 
pass rate.

While improvements 
were minor, the division 
pass rates for reading, 
writing and math finished 

less than 1% below the 
state average. History and 
social science fell nearly 
5% below the state aver-
age, while science fell 
just above 4%.

Although improve-
ments are being made, 
pass rates compared to 
pre-COVID-19 years are 
still cause for concern, 
VDOE said.

“The pass rates are even 
more alarming when con-
sidering the large number 
of students who are in 
the ‘low proficient’ level 
and would have likely 
failed the SOLs under the 
2018-2019 cut scores,” 
VDOE said in a news 
release on the 2023 data. 
“Proficiency cut scores 
were lowered between 
the 2018-2019 and 2020-

2021 test administration. 
These lowered cut scores 
enabled students to pass 
that would not have oth-
erwise received a passing 
score. Students who fall 
into this band are consid-
ered ‘low proficient.’”

Science has shown the 
least improvement for 
SPS schools compared 
to pre-COVID pass rates, 
finishing 20.43% below 
2019. History and social 
science is down 16.03%, 
and mathematics is down 
almost 14.44% to 2019 
pass rates. English read-
ing and writing finished 
down 4.97% and 6.82%, 
respectively. 

As with most divi-
sions in the state, the SPS 
struggles with chronic 
absenteeism, which saw 

an absenteeism rate of 
20.4%. However, absen-
teeism improved by near-
ly 7% from 2022, just 
under 1% higher than the 
state average but signifi-
cantly lower than in 2019, 
where the division saw a 
chronic absenteeism rate 
of 9.4%.

Students are considered 
chronically absent if they 
miss two or more instruc-
tional days per month (18 
days, or 10 percent of 
a 180-day school year), 
regardless of whether the 
absences are excused or 
unexcused.

The complete report 
can be found on the 
VDOE website at school-
quality.virginia.gov.

Accreditation:  SPS sees areas of improvement
Continued from page 1

Alzheimer’s: Event raises funds for association
Continued from page 1
Tidewater. 

Home Instead Client 
Care Coordinator 
Deneen Evans said the 
fundraiser was inspired 
by the Alzheimer’s 
Association’s Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s event 
that Home Instead partic-
ipates in.

“We participate in the 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
of Western Tidewater, 
every year we do that,” 
Evans said. “So we decid-
ed to have a ‘spinoff’ of 
that in having a small 
fundraiser here in our 
local office and we have 
invited our care profes-
sionals and their families, 
friends, our local busi-
nesses in the area to have 

them come out and sup-
port us to raise awareness 
and funds to find a cure 
for this dreadful disease.”

Evans said they hope 
to raise $1,000, but notes 
that “more is welcomed.” 

“We’re hoping in addi-
tion to our regular Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s that 
we have online and dona-
tions, with this fundraiser 
it’s going to be hopefully 
more. It’s a lot of fun,” 
she said.

Evans reflected on 
working with clients suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s. 
She noted how Home 
Instead has a training pro-
gram held by Linda Britt, 
R.N., B.S.N., to prepare 
caregivers to give clients 

the proper care. 
“It teaches the caregiv-

ers about the symptoms of 
ways to redirect behavior 
so to speak. When you’re 
working with somebody 
with Alzheimer’s. It does 
affect their thinking, their 
memory, their skills for 
doing all their activities 
of daily living. So some 
need a lot of help with 
those activities of daily 
living and some don’t 
need as much,” Evans 
said. “But the caregiver in 
the home [is] supporting 
the family, supporting the 
client, just giving them a 
better quality of life.”

Evans also emphasizes 
how primary caregivers 
are impacted when giv-

ing care to clients with 
Alzheimer’s.  

“It’s very strenuous to 
have to care for someone 
with Alzheimer’s, espe-
cially in the mid to late 
stages. So some of the 
money can go to support 
the families efforts to 
care for their loved one at 
home,” she said.

Evans said their pri-
mary goal is to inform 
everyone the serious 
nature of Alzheimer’s in 
the community for care 
professionals and “the 
Alzheimer Association 
has on caring for those 
who are living with 
Alzheimer’s or somebody 
caring for someone with 
Alzheimer’s.”

BY SARAH VOGELSONG
VIRGINIA MERCURY

The Virginia General 
Assembly passed long-de-
layed amendments to the 
two-year state budget 
Wednesday, Sept. 6 end-
ing a six-month stalemate 
and sending the document 
to Republican Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin for his signa-
ture. 

The budget deal, which 
many in Richmond had 
worried would not be 
reached after negotiations 
briefly collapsed in July, 
combines major short-
term tax reductions with 
significant one-time and 
ongoing spending on pri-
orities such as education, 
behavioral health and pol-
lution reduction invest-
ments. 

“There are things in 
this budget to like, and 
there are of course things 
that we may not like, we 
may not embrace,” said 
Sen. Barbara Favola, 
D-Fairfax, Wednesday. 
“But this is a compromise 
document, and that is the 
definition of a compro-
mise: give and take.”

Sen. Steve Newman, 
R-Bedford, called the 
final agreement “proba-
bly as fiscally responsible 
a bill as I’ve ever seen.”

While Republicans 
praised the plan’s empha-
sis on one-time spending 
— including almost $420 
million in flexible pay-
ments to school divisions, 
$200 million to programs 
to prepare sites for indus-
trial development and $58 
million for expansion and 
modernization of state 
crisis services facilities 
— Democrats applauded 
its reliance on one-time 
tax relief in the form of 
rebates rather than lon-
ger-term tax cuts. 

“This budget is a 
bipartisan, bicameral 
compromise,” said Del. 
Barry Knight, R-Virginia 

Beach, who along with 
Sens. Janet Howell, 
D-Fairfax, and George 
Barker, D-Fairfax, served 
as chief negotiator on the 
agreement. “Nothing is 
one-sided around here.” 

House Minority Leader 
Don Scott, D-Portsmouth, 
struck a more partisan tone 
in a speech that leaned 
heavily on Democratic 
campaign issues like 
abortion and criticized 
earlier proposals from the 
Republican-controlled 
House that would have 
cut the state’s corporate 
tax rate, a plan Knight has 
said the chamber dropped 
early in negotiations.

“Virginians cannot 
afford to fund any out-
rageous or aggressive 
tax breaks the MAGA 
extremists wanted to sug-
gest we can to big corpo-
rations,” Scott said. 

The most significant 
area of debate Wednesday 
concerned a procedural 
resolution put forward 
by leadership of both the 
Republican House and 
Democratic-controlled 
Senate that forbade any 
consideration of amend-
ments to the budget deal, 
full details of which were 
first released Saturday. 

Several members of 
both parties voiced con-
cerns about the precedent 
the resolution might set 
for future debate about 
the state budget. 

“Is this now the 
accepted way that we do 
things?” asked Sen. Bill 
Stanley, R-Franklin. “We 
just wait until session is 
over and a gentle few 
of the chosen go inside 
and make those decisions 
for themselves, and then 
come out and say, ‘Here 
it is! And oh, by the way, 
you can’t amend it, you 
can’t participate for your 
constituents. You have to 
vote up or down.’”

Sen. John Cosgrove, 
R-Chesapeake, argued 
that resolutions can be 

put forward during any 
session to change the 
procedures the chambers 
follow. 

“We should have had a 
budget months ago,” he 
said. “We should have 
done the people’s work 
months ago. We have the 
opportunity now to vote 
on this resolution so we 
can pass a budget.”

Following the passage 
of the bill Wednesday, 
Democrats sent out press 
releases characterizing 
the deal as a Democratic 
victory over what the 
Senate caucus described 
as “Governor Youngkin’s 
ill-advised, nearly $1 bil-
lion tax giveaway plan.”

“Democrats fought tire-
lessly to preserve fund-
ing for crucial services 
such as public education, 
healthcare, mental health 
services, and affordable 
housing,” the caucus 
wrote. “We believe that 
a budget is a reflection 
of our values and priori-
ties, and this budget gives 
our children the resources 
they need to succeed.” 

House Republican 
messages meanwhile 
portrayed the tax provi-
sions as providing “relief 
for Virginians strug-
gling with rising costs 
of everyday expenses 
due to failed federal pol-
icies” and sharply faulted 
Democrats for not accept-
ing a proposal to adjust 
the state’s tax brackets. 

“Had Senate Democrats 
not been terrified of 
their primary voters, we 
could have made historic 
reforms to our income tax 
system that would have 
put more money back 
into the pockets of those 
who need it most,” said 
Speaker Todd Gilbert, 
R-Shenandoah, in a state-
ment. “Those who make 
minimum wage don’t 
belong in Virginia’s high-
est tax bracket.”

In July, Knight said 
a preliminary deal the 

two parties reached ear-
lier in the year would 
have updated the more 
than three-decade-old 
brackets, although some 
Democrats said they 
hadn’t heard about the 
offer until the summer. 
A state report released 
in November found that 
since 1990, the state’s 
median income rose 
108% but taxes owed by 
single filers making the 
median income went up 
173%. 

At the time, Del. Joe 
McNamara, R-Salem, 
who previously intro-
duced legislation to begin 
indexing the tax brack-
ets to inflation, said he 
thought the General 
Assembly would either 
focus on adjusting the 
brackets or increasing the 
standard deduction but 
wouldn’t have “an appe-
tite to do both.” 

This year’s budget deal 
temporarily raised the 
standard deduction for the 
second time in two years, 
pushing it to $8,500 for 
individuals and $17,000 
for joint filers. 

The budget will now 
go to Youngkin for his 
signature. 

“While the process took 
longer than needed, more 
than $1 billion in tax relief 
is on the way to Virginia 
veterans, working fami-
lies and businesses,” the 
governor said in a state-
ment following the bill’s 
passage. “Additionally, 
this collaborative effort 
ensured the funding of 
our shared priorities: 
investing in students and 
teachers, supporting our 
law enforcement com-
munity and transforming 
the way behavioral health 
care is delivered in the 
Commonwealth.” 

Reprinted courtesy of 
Virginia Mercury, virgin-
iamercury.com. Mercury 
reporter Charlie Paullin 
contributed to this story. 

After six-month delay, General 
Assembly passes budget bill

11 from Suffolk on 
SNHU president’s list

Southern New Hampshire 
University announced that 
11 students from Suffolk 
were named to its summer 
2023 president’s list.

Local students earning the 
president’s list honor for 
the May to August summer 
term are: Mathew Dubord, 
Katherine Kerns, Joseph 
Smith, Destiny Cooper, 
Adam Scott,  Elizabeth 
Potter, Brande Armstrong, 
Kayla Mathews, Mackenzie 
Kinee, Nereida Espinoza 
Medina and  Acera 
Quarles.

Full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who have earned a 
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above 
for the reporting term are 
named to the president’s 
list. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 
credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, win-
ter/spring, and summer.

Local students 
named to SNHU 
dean’s list

Two Suffolk students were 
named to the summer 
2023 dean’s list at 
Southern New Hampshire 

University. 
BreeAnna Booth and 

Latasha Enoch made the 
dean’s list for the summer 
term, which ran from May 
to August.

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned 
a minimum grade-point 
average of 3.500 to 3.699 
for the reporting term are 
named to the dean’s list. 
Full-time status is achieved 
by earning 12 credits 
over each 16-week term 
or paired 8-week terms 
grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Lawrence named to 
UA presidents list

Aria Lawrence was named to 
the University of Alabama 
president’s list for the 
2023 summer semester.

A total of 414 students 
enrolled during summer 
semester 2023 at UA were 
named to the dean’s list 
with an academic record of 
3.5 or above or the presi-
dent’s list with an academ-
ic record of 4.0 (all A’s). 

The UA dean’s and pres-
ident’s lists recognize 
full-time undergraduate 
students. The lists do not 
apply to graduate students 
or undergraduate students 
who take less than a full 
course load.

Academic Announcements
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