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A report issued by Virginia 
State Police shows violent 
crimes and those against other 
people in Suffolk rose during 
2022.

VSP’s Crime in Virginia 
report shows that in its vio-
lent crime section,  murder and 
non-negligent manslaughter saw 
an increase during 2022 with 12 
in the city. That’s up from seven 
in 2021, three in 2020, six in 
2019 and just two in 2018.

Aggravated assault ran about 
the same in 2022 and the year 
prior at 372 and 383, respec-
tively. However, these are up 
from past years as the report 
shows aggravated assaults at 
299 in 2020, 173 in 2109 and 
151 during 2018, according to 

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
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Sentara Obici is embrac-
ing the future with their latest 
medical technology addition. 

The hospital recently pur-
chased the Da Vinci robotic 
surgical system from medical 
robotics company Intuitive 
Surgical, Inc. and aims to pro-
vide more minimal invasive 

surgery options for patients. 
As one of the three surgeons 
using the technology, Sentara 
Obici Medical Director of 

More Crime in Suffolk? 
Crime rates for past 5 years

Crimes against people Crimes against property
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An individual has been trans-
ported to a local hospital in seri-
ous condition following a crash 
that left the vehicle overturned 
and in the water. 

Suffolk Fire & Rescue and 
Virginia State Police were noti-
fied at 5:57 a.m. by Emergency 
Communications of a report-
ed vehicle in the water near 
Interstate 664 North Bound at 
the South embankment of the 
Northbound bridge span, accord-
ing to a city news release.

“Battalion 2 and Ladder 11 
arrived at 6:06 a.m. and found 
a single vehicle overturned in 
the water, approximately 50 feet 
from the shore. One patient was 
out of the vehicle and in the 
water as firefighters and med-

Crash 
sends car 
into water

Embracing the future
Sentara adds new robotic technology
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The Crime in Virginia Report compiled by the Department of State Police
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Sentara Obici Medical Director of Bariatric Surgery Gregory F. Adams, M.D. presents the hospital’s newest addition: the 
Da Vinci Xi System, a robotics surgical system aimed to help with minimal invasive surgery.
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Hoffler Creek Wildlife 
Preserve is recovering from 
an incident of vandalism. 
An investigation is currently 

underway following destruc-
tion of property that was dis-
covered during a morning bird 
walk on Saturday, August 12. 
Along the trail of the wildlife 
preserve’s peaceful greenery 
was a path of seven damaged 

benches, some even thrown 
into Lake Ballard, fire debris 
from the nonprofit’s rain bar-
rel system and fire damage to 
public-use kayaks.

Hoffler Creek Wildlife 
Preserve Executive Director 

Ashley Morgan talked about 
her reaction to seeing the 
destruction. 

“I was devastated,” Morgan 
said. “It felt surreal, it’s a huge 

Vandals strike at Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve
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The Nansemond Indian 
Powwow returns for another year 
of celebrating American Indian 
culture this weekend on Saturday, 
Aug. 19 and Sunday, Aug. 20 at 
the Powwow Grounds located at 
1001 Pembroke Ln. Following 
the first powwow on ancestral 
land in 1988, the cultural cele-
bration will mark its 35th year of 
honoring Native American heri-
tage and bringing people togeth-
er.

Nansemond Indian Nation 
Tribal Chief Keith F. Anderson, 
Nansemond Indian Tribal 
President Christina Dodd and 
Tribal Administrator Tim Emery 
each took the time to talk about 
the upcoming event. Anderson, 
who marks his second year as 
Chief, discussed how the venue is 
one of Suffolk’s biggest festivals 
and one of the biggest indigenous 
offerings in the commonwealth.

“Attendees can expect a 
dynamic experience of American 
Indian culture through dance, 
foods, arts and crafts, and edu-

cational displays. Our festival 
attracts thousands from across 
the country and globally,” said 
Anderson. “The festival is also 
very family-friendly and inclu-
sive, featuring social dances 
throughout the day and honorings 
for our military service persons 
which take place during opening 
ceremonies.”

Dodd, who serves her first 
year as Nansemond Indian Tribal 
President, talked in detail about 
what attendees can expect from 
the celebration’s structure and 
activities.

“The powwow each day begins 
with the grand entry which starts 
with flags traditionally carried 
by veterans, then tribal leaders, 
followed by male dancers and 
female dancers (both led by a 
head dancer for each group). 
After this entry, there will be 
dancing with music provided by 
the Stoney Creek Drum Circle 
and singing by the WarPaint 
singers,” Dodd said. “Both of 
these groups have musicians who 
are dedicated to learning native 

Powwow marks 35th 
“celebration of life”

JAMES W. ROBINSON/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Charred remains of a rain barrel system and fire damage to the public-use kayaks are just part of the destruction that Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve is recovering 
from as seen here Tuesday, August 15.
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Walters Outdoor Power Equipment

Hours: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8-5 • Wed, Sat 8-12 
waltersoutdoorpowerequipment.com • waltersoutdoor@gmail.com 

Halfway between Windsor & Franklin on Hwy. 258 • 757-562-4760
Priority Service when you buy from us

Model 75734
34” deck
22 hp Koh eng

Model 75750
50” deck
23 hp Kaw V-Twin eng

Model 75759
50” deck
23 hp Kaw V-Twin eng
MyRide® suspension

Model 75756
54” deck
23 hp Kaw V-Twin eng
MyRide® suspension
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 That’s Right For You!!

Special August Financing Offer:
0% for 42 mos. for Qualifi ed Applicants

TD Bank and Sheffi eld only

SAVE THE DATES!
October 25-26, 2023

Forest 
Landowner 
Conference
at the Rocky Mount (NC) Event Center

The purpose of this free conference is to 
educate landowners on sustainable forestry 
practices; on programs and technical 
assistance available through state and federal 
forestry and natural resource agencies; on the 
local timber industry and emerging markets; 
and on strategies for estate planning, 
including wills and trusts.

Monitor updates on the Events page of the 
Sustainable Forestry & Land Retention 
Project website (www.recforestry.org). To 
contact SFLRP staff, call 252-539-4614 or 
email: sbest@roanokeelectric.com

the report.
Robberies and rapes ran 

in the same range during 
the five years between 
2018 and 2022, according 
to the report. There were 
61 robberies in 2022, up 
by two at 59 in 2021. 
The reports shows there 
were 49 robbery reports 
in 2020, down from 67 in 
2019 and 69 in 2018.

The VSP report also 
shows rape is on the rise 
in the city.

Forcible rape violations 
were up over the past five 
years hitting 35 in 2022. 
That’s up from 29 in 2021 
and 20 in 2020. In 2019 
there were 30 reported 
forcible rapes and 2018 
saw 31 reported forcible 
rapes, according to the 
report.

Crimes against person
Violations falling under 

crimes against person, 
which include murders, 
kidnapping, rape, aggra-
vated and simple assaults, 
and intimidation, were up 
slightly over the last five 
years, according to the 
report. During 2022, these 
violations totaled 2,308 in 
the city, up from 2,244 in 
2021 and 2,025 in 2020. 
There were 1,999 of these 
types of violations report-
ed in 2019 and 2,126 in 
2018.

Simple assaults rose the 
most in recent years at 
1,666 in 2022, up from 
1,584 in 2021. But the 
largest number in the past 
five years was in 2018 
with 1,706 reported. They 
were down to 1,566 in 
2019 and 1,497 in 2020, 
according to the report.

Intimidation violations 
edged up to 131 in 2022, 
ahead of the 116 in 2021 
and 95 in 2020. There 
were 113 reported in 
2019, down from 119 in 
2018.

The VSP report shows 
forcible fondling reports 
were at 56 in 2022, down 
from 83 in 2021. Prior 
year reports show there 
were 53 in 2020, 57 in 
2019 and a high of 80 in 
2018.

Forcible sodomy viola-
tions totaled six in 2022, 
up from four in 2021 and 
two in 2020. It shows 
there were six reported 
for 2019 and seven in 
2018.

Sexual assault remained 
in the same range over 
the five years with two 
violations in 2022, one 

in 2021, three in 2020, 
and two each in 2019 and 
2018, according to the 
report.

Crime rate declines
The state report shows 

the crime rate in Suffolk 
has declined during the 
past three years, the only 
periods reported. 

The report shows the 
offenses at 5,812.72 
per 100,000 popula-
tion during 2022, down 
from the previous year 
at 6,199.94 per 100,000 
population. The rate for 
2020 was 6,094.14 per 
100,000 people.

Arrests on the rise

The report shows the 
arrest numbers in Suffolk 
rose in the most recent 
years, with a total of 1125 
reported for 2022. That’s 
up from 1,042 in 2021. 
The numbers for 2020 
were higher at 1,167, 
while there were 1,359 in 
2019 and 1,503 in 2018.

Crimes against society
The VSP report shows 

that in the crimes against 
society section, which 
includes drug and nar-
cotics, weapons pornog-
raphy and animal cruelty 
violations, overall num-
bers showed a steady 
decline during the five-
year period between 2018 
and 2022.

Total crimes against 
society were at 431 in 
2022, down from 517 in 
2021 and 685 in 2020. 
They were also higher 
in 2019 at 681 and 783 
during 2018.

Drug and narcotics vio-
lations dropped during the 
period, with 208 reported 
in 2022 and 242 in 2021. 
There were 393 drug 
and narcotics violations 
reported in 2020, 446 in 
2019 and 605 in 2018.

Drug equipment viola-
tions are up in recent years 
with 28 during 2022, up 
from 24 in both 2021 and 
2020. The report shows 
2019 slightly higher at 25, 
while there were only 10 
in 2018.

The report shows weap-
ons violations are up in 
recent years. During 
2022, there were 197, 
down slightly from 2021 
at 231 and 242 in 2020. 
There were 182 weapons 
violations in 2019 and 
159 in 2018.

Pornography and 

obscene material charges 
were up with a high of 
20 in 2022, while there 
were 19 in 2021 and 14 
in 2020. Numbers were 
much lower in the pre-
vious years with two in 
2019 and 10 in 2018.

Animal cruelty viola-
tions were only available 
for four years, with 10 
reported for 2022, up from 
nine in 2021, according to 
the report. There were 10 
of the violations report-
ed for 2020 and three in 
2019. Numbers for 2018 
were not available.

Crimes against 
property

The State Police report 
shows the total number of 
crimes against property, 
which include vandalism, 
shoplifting, theft and rob-
bery, were down over the 
five years between 2018 
and 2022. While there 
were 3,082 of the viola-
tions reported for 2022, 
that’s down by nearly 
25% from 2018 when 
there were 4,002 report-
ed. The latest violations 
numbers are down from 
2021 at 3,224 and 2020 
at 3,141. They were also 
much higher for 2019 at 
3,824.

Breaking and entering 
and burglary violation 
reports dropped from 
2018 to 2022, with 102 
reported last year. That’s 
down from 112 in 2021 
and 156 in 2020. There 
were 199 burglary and 
B-and-E violations in 
2019, with 297 in 2018.

State Police show 
destruction of proper-
ty and vandalism is one 
of the crimes with vio-
lations on the decline. 
There were 787 reported 
in 2022, down from 952 
in 2021. The numbers for 
2020 were at 848, while 
2019 was at 962 and 2018 
at 1,038 violations.

Shoplifting has 
remained in the same 
range of violations over 
the five year period, with 
286 reported for 2022, 
according to the report. 
That’s up from 247 in 
2021 and 191 in 2020. 
The highest year for 
shoplifting violations 
was 2019 at 396, while 
there were 294 reported 
in 2018.

Theft from motor vehi-
cles was at 250 violations 
for 2022, down slight-
ly from 262 reported in 

2021. There were 248 
reported for 2020, down 
from 370 in 2019 and 494 
in 2018.

The report shows theft 
of motor vehicles var-
ied over the five years 
reaching 344 for 2022, up 
from 247 in 2021. There 
were 337 of the violations 
reported in 2020, down 
from 369 in 2019, but up 
from 253 for 2018.

All other larcenies was 
on the decline over the 
five years, dropping to 
644 in 2022. That is down 
from 717 in 2021. The 
report showed there were 
640 reported in 2020, 823 
in 2019 and 872 in 2018, 
according to the report.

Other crimes in this 
section of the report ran 
in the single and dou-
ble digits for violations 
such as counterfeiting, 
embezzling, extortion, 
impersonating others, 
hacking, false pretenses, 
pick-pocketing and purse 
snatching. 

Domestic violence
Violations involving 

domestic violence involv-
ing those who were inti-
mate, family and acquain-
tances varied over the five 
years, with 2019 hitting 
the highest numbers in 
the city.

The report shows in 
2022 there were 1,677 
domestic violence viola-
tions, up from  1,649 in 
2021 and 1,534 during 
2020. The cases spiked 
at 1,772 during 2019, 
up from 1,550 in 2018, 
according to the report.

The report is Virginia’s 
official and only compre-
hensive report on local 
and statewide crime fig-
ures for 2022.

The report provides 
precise rates and occur-
rences of crimes commit-
ted in towns, cities and 
counties across the com-
monwealth. The “Crime 
in Virginia” report also 
breaks down criminal 
offenses and arrests by 
reporting agency.

The News-Herald 
reached out to Chief of 
Police Alfred S. Chandler 
for an interview to pro-
vide perspective on the 
report. However, repeated 
requests were unsuccess-
ful.

To review more detailed 
data or the full VSP report 
online, visit bit.ly/3Kz-
r1r1.

Crime: Rates decline, arrests on the rise
Continued from page 1

Powwow: Celebration for all people
Continued from page 1

musical traditions and lan-
guage.”

She also detailed the 
elegant outfits that many 
women adorn during the 
celebration.

“One of my favorite 
things about the powwow 
is seeing all the beautiful 
and interesting regalia,” 
Dodd said. “Many of the 
women have beautiful 
jingle dresses which have 
cone-shaped metal orna-
mentation and intricate 
bead work.”

Emery, who is serving in 
his “inaugural experience” 
as tribal administrator, 
expressed the importance 
of the powwow, noting that 
it holds a paramount place 
in the tribe’s hearts.

“It serves as a joy-
ous occasion for Native 
Americans to unite, cele-
brating the essence of our 
tribal community and kin-
ship with fellow tribes,” 
Emery expressed. “It 
stands as a testament to 
our resilience in the face 
of centuries of challenges 
and oppression, echoing 
our deep-rooted cultural 
heritage and our principles 
of safeguarding Mother 
Earth, while upholding 
personal and communal 
integrity.”

Emery also described 
the Powwow as an “open 
invitation” for a warm 
welcome to non-Natives 
to respectfully partake in 
their festivities. 

“It represents an oppor-
tunity to delve beyond the 
often skewed narratives 
surrounding Native cul-
ture and history, fostering 
understanding and appre-
ciation for our rich tradi-
tions,” he said.

Finally, each spoke on 
what they hope attendees 
will take away from the 
event this Saturday and 
Sunday. Dodd expressed 
how she wants people 
to feel they’ve been in a 
warm and welcoming 
place while also gaining 
a greater appreciation and 
a desire to learn about 
Native American culture.

“We Nansemond are 
your friends and neigh-
bors, who are trying to 
honor the legacy passed 
down to us through com-
munity and service,” she 
expressed. “The history of 
being Native in America 
is an extraordinarily dif-
ficult one, but we focus 
on the future and hope to 
be a continuous blessing 
to Suffolk and beyond. 
We want people to want 

to come alongside us and 
share in our environmental 
and cultural efforts.”

For Emery, along with 
hopes of attendees leav-
ing with “an uplifted spirit, 
enriched knowledge, and 
an inspired determination” 
to coexist with each other, 
he hopes those experienc-
ing the event for the first 
time to anticipate a sense 
of homecoming with poi-
gnant dances depicting 
their heritage. 

“The event will show-
case the talents of authen-
tic Native artisans and 
their exquisite creations, 
immersing attendees in a 
world of indigenous art-
istry,” he said. “Interactive 
social dances will beck-
on participation, inviting 
everyone to engage and, in 
the process, become allies 
in amplifying our story. 
This collaborative effort 
paves the way for a more 
harmonious coexistence 
with the natural world and 
fellow humankind.”

Lastly for Anderson, he 
expressed how the pow-
wow is a celebration of life 
for all people and culture.

“For American Indian 
tribes and nations, the 
venue is a time for reflec-
tion, gratitude, cultural 

preservation, renewing 
relationships and building 
new ones, and honoring 
our ancestors — those who 
made the ultimate sacri-
fice to ensure that our peo-
ple would always have a 
lasting place on the lands 
we call home,” Anderson 
said. “We hope that all who 
attend embrace a com-
monality of inclusiveness 
and kinship; dismiss any 
conceived notions of neg-
ativity or prejudice; and 
become more conscious of 
the dynamic of American 
Indian culture and history 
in Virginia and throughout 
the United States.”

For more informa-
tion on the Nansemond 
Indian Powwow or the 
Nansemond Indian Tribe, 
go to nansemond.gov.

FILE PHOTO 

Preston Adkins and his grand-
son (Chickahominy) participate 
in the opening dance in 2022.
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