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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Joseph Luter IV has request-
ed to withdraw his application 
for the controversial Grange at 
10Main development.

Smithfield Mayor Steve Bow-
man told The Smithfield Times 
he’d been notified by town staff 
around 12:30 p.m. on Sept. 6 of 
Luter’s request.

Tammie Clary, director of 
community development and 
planning for the town, said a writ-
ten request followed, which asked 
that the application for mixed-use 
zoning and six related special use 
permits be withdrawn “without 
prejudice.”

The term, according to Clary, 
would allow the town to waive a 
provision of state law that would 
otherwise prohibit Luter from 
filing a similar application for 
the 57-acre Grange site for a year. 

Luter’s withdrawal request 
came less than a day after a late-
night meeting of Smithfield’s 
Town Council, for the second 
month in a row, ended with the 
council postponing its vote on 
his application for mixed-use 
zoning and six related special use 
permits.

Luter withdraws Grange application

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County Schools 
saw improved attendance last 
school year over the prior one, 
but the division still hasn’t re-
turned to its pre-pandemic pass 

rates on the state’s Standards of 
Learning, or SOL, exams.

The Virginia Department of 
Education released the results 
of the 2022-23 statewide standard-
ized tests on Sept. 7.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Windsor has reached a writ-
ten settlement with Virginia 
Attorney General Jason Miyares 
to resolve a lawsuit alleging an 
“unlawful pattern” of conduct by 
the town’s police department.

The 11-page court order, which 
Judge H. Thomas Padrick signed 
on Sept. 7, imposes no monetary 
fine, but rather requires the town 
to obtain accreditation from the 
Virginia Law Enforcement Pro-
fessional Standards Commission, 
which Miyares termed the “gold 
standard in policing” in a news 
release.

The town is further required 
to, within 90 days, create a pol-
icy requiring an “independent 
third-party review system” for 
misconduct and use-of-force com-
plaints. All complaints, and the 
results of the third-party review, 
are to be submitted annually to 
the Attorney General’s Office of 
Civil Rights over the next three 
years.

Miyares’ predecessor, Mark 
Herring, filed the lawsuit 17 
days before he left office after 
overseeing a state probe into a 
2020 traffic stop where Windsor 
officers held a Black and Latino 
National Guardsman, 1st Lt. 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Paul D. Camp Community Col-
lege’s plans to transform its Smith-
field campus into a lab school have 
persuaded Isle of Wight County’s 
supervisors to continue the col-
lege’s lease of the county-owned 
building.

Since 1993, the county has leased 
the second floor of the former 
Smithfield High School on James 
Street to the college at no cost. 
The supervisors in June alleged 
the space to be underutilized and 

directed County Attorney Bobby 
Jones to send Paul D. Camp the 
required one-year notice of intent 
to terminate the lease.

College President Corey Mc-
Cray told supervisors on Sept. 7 
that Paul D. Camp is planning to 
submit an application by Oct. 1 to 
the state for a lab school planning 
grant for the Smithfield campus.

But before that can happen, “we 
need to know we have space at the 
center in Smithfield,” McCray said.

The supervisors responded 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

L e a r n i n g  l o s s  f r o m  t h e 
monthslong shutdown of Vir-
ginia’s schools during the early 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic 
may indeed be driving continued 

underperformance on the state’s 
Standards of Learning, or SOL, 
exams, as Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin’s administration contends 
in its “All In VA” remediation 
plan, but Surry County High 

Surry improves on some 
standardized tests, lags on others

IW school attendance improving, 
but test scores stagnate

Bob Dolensky, a resident of Cary Street, holds a sign opposing additional taxpayer funds for the Grange at 10Main development 
at the Sept. 5 Town Council meeting. To his left are Bob Hines and Lanford Pritchett, who spoke in opposition to the project. 
(Photo by Stephen Faleski | The Smithfield Times)

Windsor settles suit 
with AG over police 

misconduct

College proposes 
Smithfield lab school

IWCS Pass Rate
Reading 77.86%
Writing 70.44%
History 70.89%
Math  76.96%
Science 67.41%

SCS Pass Rate
Reading 76.06%
Writing 70.30%
History 67.47%
Math  70.45%
Science 69.23%
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• See SCHS, p. 6

Isle of Wight Fair
It’s fair time in Isle of Wight. Festivities begin with the 
Sept. 13 Seafood Fest before the county’s signature an-
nual event kicks into high gear on Sept. 14. This year’s 
headline entertainers are country singers Brandon Lay 
on Sept. 15 and Dillon Carmichael on Sept. 16. Check 
out the full schedule at thefairiscoming.com

Dillon Carmichael Brandon Lay
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN APPLICATION BY
COLUMBIA GAS OF VIRGINIA, INC.,

FOR APPROVAL TO AMEND AND EXTEND ITS SAVE
PLAN PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA CODE § 56-604, AND

FOR APPROVAL TO IMPLEMENT A 2024 SAVE RIDER IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 20 OF ITS

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS
CASE NO. PUR-2023-00119

On August 15, 2023, Columbia Gas of Virginia, Inc. (“CVA” or “Company”), filed an application (“Application”), pursuant to Chapter 26 of Title 56 of the Code 
of Virginia, known as the Steps to Advance Virginia’s Energy Plan (SAVE) Act (“SAVE Act”), for (1) approval to amend and extend its SAVE Plan pursuant to 
the SAVE Act; and (2) for approval to implement a SAVE Rider for calendar year 2024, inclusive of the costs associated with the Company’s Advanced Leak 
Detection and Repair Program (“Advanced LDAR Program”).

The Company requests to extend its SAVE Plan for three years (calendar years 2024 through 2026) (“Phase 5 SAVE Plan”). CVA proposes that during this 
three-year extended term, the Company would be authorized to spend up to $69 million in 2024, $67 million in 2025, and $73 million in 2026 for a total of $209 
million. The Company requests authorization to exceed this investment by 10% on an annual basis and 10% on a cumulative basis, for a Phase 5 SAVE Plan 
maximum spend of $229.9 million. CVA further requests authorization to include costs associated with its Advanced LDAR Program in its Phase 5 SAVE Plan. 
The Company also requests approval to implement its 2024 SAVE Rider, which is based on a $69 million projected SAVE eligible capital program for 2024, 
deferred 2022 and projected 2024 costs associated with the Company’s Advanced LDAR Program, and the true-up of the recovery of the actual SAVE cost of 
service for the calendar year 2022, to be effective with the first billing unit of January 2024 through the last billing unit of December 2024.

CVA has proposed a 2022 True-Up Factor credit of $535,548 and a 2024 Projected Factor of $12,419,565, for a total proposed SAVE revenue requirement of 
$11,884,017. As proposed, the 2024 SAVE Rider would increase residential customers’ bills by $1.77 per month, for a total proposed monthly SAVE Rider rate 
of $2.73.

Further details are set forth in the Company’s Application and supporting exhibits, and interested persons are encouraged to review these documents.

TAKE NOTICE that the Commission may adopt rates that differ from those appearing in the Company’s Application and supporting documents and may appor-
tion revenues among customer classes and/or design rates in a manner differing from that shown in the Application and supporting documents.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Comment that, among other things, directed the Company to provide notice to the public and provided interest-
ed persons an opportunity to comment on the Company’s Application.

To promote administrative efficiency and timely service of filings upon participants, the Commission has directed the electronic filing of testimony and pleadings, 
unless they contain confidential information, and required electronic service on parties to this proceeding. In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other 
documents required to be served in this matter shall be submitted electronically to the extent authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commis-
sion’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules of Practice”). Confidential and Extraordinarily Sensitive Information shall not be submitted electronically and 
should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, Confidential information, of the Rules of Practice. Any person seeking to hand deliver and physically file or submit any 
pleading or other document shall contact the Clerk’s Office Document Control Center at (804) 371-9838 to arrange the delivery.

An electronic copy of the Company’s Application may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the Company: T. Borden Ellis, Assistant Gener-
al Counsel, NiSource Corporate Services Company, 1809 Coyote Drive, Chester, Virginia 23836, tbellis@nisource.com.

On or before October 11, 2023, any interested person may submit comments on the Application by following the instructions found on the Commission’s web-
site: scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit-Public-Comments. Those unable, as a practical matter, to submit comments electronically may file such comments 
by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118. All such com-
ments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2023-00119.

On or before October 11, 2023, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by filing a notice of participation at 
scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling. Those unable, as a practical matter, to file a notice of participation electronically may file such notice by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the 
Commission at the address listed above. Such notice of participation shall include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel. A copy thereof also must 
be sent to counsel for the Company. Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, any notice of partici-
pation shall set forth: (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the 
factual and legal basis for the action. Any organization, corporation, or government body participating as a respondent must be represented by counsel as required 
by 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2023-00119.

On or before October 11, 2023, any interested person or entity may file with the Clerk of the Commission at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling, a request that the Com-
mission convene a hearing on the Company’s Application. Those unable, as a practical matter, to file a request for hearing electronically may file such request 
for hearing by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above. Such request for hearing shall include the email address of the filer or its 
counsel, if available. A copy thereof also must be sent to counsel for the Company. Requests for hearing must include: (i) a precise statement of the filing party’s 
interest in the proceeding; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the extent then known; (iii) a statement of the legal basis for such action; and (iv) a 
precise statement why a hearing should be conducted in this matter. All requests for a hearing shall refer to Case No. PUR-2023-00119.

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the paper. In all other respects, except as 
modified by the Commission’s Order for Notice and Comment, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice.

The Company’s Application and other documents filed in this case, the Commission’s Rules of Practice, and the Commission’s Order for Notice and Comment 
may be viewed on the Commission’s website at: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

COLUMBIA GAS OF VIRGINIA, INC.

• Continued from p. 1

SCHS

• Continued from p. 1

IWCS

School has for the second 
year in a row bucked the 
trend on one test.

Ninety percent of SCHS 
students passed the 2022-23 
math SOL exam. The fig-
ure is one point lower than 
the 91% who passed the 
exam in 2021-22 but four 
points higher than the 86% 
who passed in 2018-19, the 
last school year prior to 
the start of the pandemic.

Surry County Public 
Schools’ divisionwide pass 
rates, however, remain 
below their pre-pandemic 
levels.

The Virginia Depart-
ment of  Education re-
leased the results of the 
2022-23 school year’s stan-
dardized tests on Sept. 7.

Divisionwide, 76% of 
Surry students passed the 
reading test. The figure is 
three percentage points 
higher than the statewide 
pass rate and two points 
shy of the division’s 78% 
2018-19 pass rate.

Seventy percent of Sur-
ry students passed the 
writing test, up five points 
from the statewide aver-
age but six points below 
the division’s rate from 
2018-19.

The three subject areas 
showing the largest divi-
sionwide gap between the 
2022-23 results and Surry’s 
pre-pandemic scores are 
math, history and science.

The 70% of Surry’s stu-
dents who passed the math 
exam and the 67% who 
passed the history test 
each reflect an 11 point 
drop from the 2018-19 pass 
rates for those tests.

Largely driving the di-
visionwide history score is 
Surry Elementary, which 
saw less than half of its 
student body pass the test 
during the past two school 
years compared to the 83% 
who had done so prior to 
the pandemic.

Surry Elementary saw 
58% of its students pass 
the math exam, down 22 
points from the 80% who’d 
passed in 2018-19, though 
the 2022-23 pass rate is 
nine points higher from 
the 49% who passed in 
2021-22.

Luther Porter Jackson 
Middle School and SCHS 
each saw a gap of at least 
10 percentage points be-
tween its 2022-23 science 
pass rate and the rate for 

2018-19.
A nearly equal number 

of white and Black stu-
dents passed the reading 
and writing exams. Surry 
had 685 students enrolled 
divisionwide during the 
2022-23 school year, more 
than half of whom identify 
as Black or mixed-race.

Sixty-two percent of 
Black students passed the 
math exam, compared to 
a 75% pass rate for white 
students. The 12 point gap 

is less than half what it 
was during the 2021-22 
school year.

Black students’ per-
formance on the science 
exams also saw improve-
ment, with 63% passing 
compared to 59% the prior 
year. The pass rate among 
white students,  mean-
while, increased from 73% 
in 2021-22 to 75% in 2022-23

The only category in 
which racial test score 
disparities did not show 

significant improvement 
was on the history exam. 
Last year, 57% of white 
students and 56% of Black 
students passed. This year, 
the white pass rate rose to 
76% while the Black pass 
rate remained only one 
point higher, at 57%.

All of Surry County 
Public Schools’ division-
wide test  scores were 
above the statewide aver-
age for 2022-23.

Divisionwide in Isle 
of Wight, 78% of students 
passed the reading test, 
reflecting no change from 
the 2021-22 school year. 
During the 2018-19 school 
year, the last before the 
start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Isle of Wight saw an 
80% pass rate.

In writing, science and 
history, Isle of Wight’s 
2022-23 scores were slight-
ly lower than the prior 
school year.

Isle of Wight saw a 70% 
pass rate on the writing 
test, down three percent-
age points from 2021-22 
and eight from the 2018-19 
school year.

Isle of Wight saw a 67% 
pass rate on the science 
test,  down four points 
from 2021-22. The score 
reflects the sharpest de-
parture from the 2018-19 
school year, which had 
seen an 83% pass rate.

Isle of Wight’s division-
wide history test saw a 
71% pass rate, down one 
point from 2021-22. In 2018-
19, the pass rate was 80%.

All of Isle of Wight’s 
2022-23 SOL pass rates 
were at or above the state 
average. State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction 
Lisa Coons, in a Sept. 7 
news release announcing 
Virginia’s results, said 
“more than half” of third- 
through eighth-graders 
statewide “either failed or 
are at risk of failing their 
reading SOL exam,” and 
“nearly two-thirds” had 
failed or were at risk of 
failing the math exam.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin, 

in a  news release an-
nouncing a remediation 
plan titled “All In VA,” 
blamed public schools’ 
continued underperfor-
mance compared to their 
pre-pandemic scores on 
the monthslong closure 
o f  V i r g i n i a ’ s  s c h o o l s 
during the early days of 
COVID-19.

S o m e  i n d i v i d u a l 
schools, however, have 
bucked the trend. Among 
them are Windsor High 
School, which exceeded 
its 2018-19 pass rate on the 
2022-23 reading and math 
exams.

How are tests 
scored?

I n  2 0 2 0 ,  n e w  r e a d -
ing tests measuring the 
2017-adopted changes to 
English content standards 
were to be administered, 
though the state canceled 
its 2019-20 SOLs due to the 
pandemic.

That same year, the 
Virginia Board of Edu-
cation adopted new “cut 
scores” for the reading 
exam based on the changes 
in test content. The term 
refers to the number of 
test questions students at 
each grade level must an-
swer correctly to receive a 
passing score on the exam. 

According to a record of 
the Board of Education’s 
May 7,  2020,  meeting, 
then-State Superintendent 
James Lane recommend-
ed the passing threshold 
for third, fourth and fifth 
grade be lowered from 

62.5% on the old test to 
between 55-60% depending 
on grade level. The recom-
mended change for sixth, 
seventh and eighth-grade 
was to drop the minimum 
passing score from 62.5% 
on the old test to 57.7% on 
the new one.

Coons contends the 
lowered thresholds “en-
abled students to pass that 
would not have otherwise 
received a passing score” 
had they taken the 2018-19 
school year’s SOL tests. 
Roughly 32% of third- 
through eighth-graders 
statewide who passed the 
2022-23 reading exam fell 
into this “low proficient” 
bracket, Coons said.

Lane, now CEO of the 
Arlington-based teacher 
advocacy organization 
PDK International, did 
not immediately respond 
to The Smithfield Times’ 
request for comments on 
Coons’ assertion.

Isle of Wight’s test re-
sults, published on the 
VDOE’s school quality.vir-
ginia.gov website, do not 
include a breakdown of 
the divisionwide number 
or percentage of students 
deemed “low proficient.” 

Of the 78% who passed 
the reading test, 65% are 
listed as “proficient” and 
13% are listed as “ad-
vanced.”

The “advanced” label, 
as of the 2020 changes in 
cut scores, referred to 
third- and fourth-graders 
who answer at least 87.5% 
of reading test questions 
correctly and fifth-grad-
ers who answer 90% cor-

rectly.  Sixth-  through 
eighth-graders who cor-
rectly answer 86.6%, and 
high school students who 
answer 80.8% of questions 
correctly on end-of-course 
English exams are also 
deemed advanced.

Racial disparity 
persists

Eighty-six percent of 
the county’s white stu-
dents passed the reading 
exam in 2018-19, compared 
to a 67% pass rate among 
Black students. For 2022-
23, the pass rate among 
white students had fall-
en to 83% while the rate 
among Black students had 
fallen to 65%.

The scores, however, 
reflect a 6-point closing of 
the racial gap during the 
2021-22 school year, which 
had seen an 84% pass rate 
among white students and 
a 60% pass rate among 
Black students.

In math, the racial dis-
parity between pre-pan-
demic and 2022-23 scores 
is even more pronounced.

The number of white 
students who passed the 
math exam fell five per-
centage points, from 88% 
in 2018-19 to 83% this past 
school year. For Black stu-
dents, the pre-pandemic 
70% pass rate had fallen 18 
points to 62% as of 2022-23.

Chronic 
absenteeism 

improving
Chronic absenteeism, 

defined as a student who 
is absent for 10% or more 
during a school year, is 
one of nine indicators Vir-
ginia uses when awarding 
or denying state accredita-
tion to schools.

All nine of the county’s 
public schools remain ac-
credited despite 14.3% of 
Isle of Wight’s students di-
visionwide being deemed 
chronically absent during 
the 2022-23 school year.

The figure is less than 
half the 29.7% of students 
deemed chronically absent 

during the 2021-22 school 
year. During the 2018-19 
school year, 10.2% of Isle 
of Wight’s students were 
chronically absent.

All nine schools have 
improved attendance, par-
ticularly Georgie D. Tyler 
Middle School, which saw 
16.2% of its student body 
chronically absent in 2022-
23, down from a staggering 
44.9% in 2021-22.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

(844) 947-1479

             7-year Extended Warranty* – A $735 Value!FREE

Whether you are home or away, 
protect what matters most from 
unexpected power outages with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator.
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