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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11

Volume 101 Number 9

Smithfield timeS
the

— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A retooled plan for the Grange 
at 10Main with 37 fewer residences 
hasn’t placated all opponents of 
the mixed-use development. It did, 

however, persuade Planning Com-
missioner Thomas Pope, who had 
opposed components of the original 
project, to this time join with the 
other members of the advisory 
body on Nov. 14 to unanimously 
recommend approval for developer 

Joseph Luter IV’s application for 
mixed-use zoning and six related 
special use permits.

Luter in September had asked 
to withdraw his application for 
a version of the Grange that had 
proposed 304 homes and a mix of 

commercial uses at the western 
edge of the town’s historic district. 
Melissa Venable of Land Planning 
Solutions, which Luter had hired 
to assist with the project’s plan-
ning and engineering, rescinded 
the withdrawal request on Oct. 4, 

writing to town officials that Luter 
planned to “submit a revised plan” 
that would “reflect a reduction 
in density” and “eliminate the 
fourth floor of the multifamily 

Planners back revised Grange plan

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s Planning 
Commission has scheduled a Nov. 
28 public hearing on a proposed 
44-megawatt solar farm.

Moonlight Solar LLC, as the 
planned 523-acre facility has been 
named, would be located near 
the intersection of Moonlight 
and Burwells Bay roads near 
Isle of Wight’s border with Surry 
County.

According to a public notice 
published in the Nov. 15 edition 
of The Smithfield Times, the appli-
cation of Moonlight Solar and six 
landowning members of the Ed-
wards family includes a request to 
withdraw approximately 523 acres 
from the Moonlight Agricultural/
Forestal District.

Agricultural/forestal districts 
are voluntary creations of county 
governments that allow landown-
ers special land use rates when 
their properties are assessed for 
real estate taxes in exchange for 
a pledge to keep their land in ag-
riculture, forestry or open-space 
use for a set number of years, 
usually 10.

In May, county supervisors ap-
proved a zoning ordinance change 
capping the cumulative acreage of 

44-megawatt 
solar farm 
proposed

Staff Report

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation has announced 
dates and times for two planned 
four-day shutdowns of the James 
River Bridge.

VDOT has awarded a contract 
to PCL Construction to replace 80 
2-inch-thick wire cables original 
to the 41-year-old drawbridge that 
connects Isle of Wight County 
with Newport News.

The first of the two closures 

– one for each drawbridge tower 
– will be from 1 a.m. on Friday, 
Jan. 12 through 5 a.m. on Tues-
day, Jan. 16, during which time 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Progress on the 50-bed River-
side Smithfield Hospital slated to 
open in 2026 might not be visible 
from the street, but it’s happening 
all the same.

“Site work is well underway,” 
said hospital President Jessica 
Macalino in a Nov. 14 Zoom call 
with The Smithfield Times.

The Times will be meeting with 
Riverside officials quarterly to 

provide updates on the hospital’s 
construction.

Macalino said the work is cur-
rently focused on the hospital’s 
foundation, which remains on 
track The installation of stormwa-
ter infrastructure and curb-and-
gutter concrete work will begin 
later this month and continue into 
early 2024.

“We’re doing a lot of under-slab 
prep work,” Macalino said.

Hospital site 
work on track

Dates set for JRB closuresDates set for JRB closures
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s call for applicants 
to fill ex-Councilman Wayne Hall’s 
and Councilwoman Renee Roun-
tree’s available seats has netted 
eight names so far, including the 
man who ran against her in this 
year’s Board of Supervisors elec-
tion and a former county schools 
superintendent.

Rountree was elected on Nov. 7 
to the Smithfield-centric District 1 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A study projects more than 
1,000 new students will enter Isle 
of Wight County’s school division 
upon the buildout of 13 housing 
developments, putting four of its 
nine schools over capacity.

Smithfield Middle School, 
which opened in 2005, is already 
at 95% of its 634-student capacity 
according to local enrollment 
data. Its 176-student share of 
the influx from more than 3,000 

Eight seek 
Town 

Council 
seats

IWCS
projects

1,000-plus
new pupils

The Isle of Wight County Museum hosted “An Evening with St. Nick” the evening of Nov. 
17 as part of Smithfield’s “Light Up Main” festivities. Here, Harrison Byrd whispers to Santa 
what he wants for Christmas. (Photo courtesy of Jennifer England)

Christmas secrets

A 44-megawatt solar farm is 
proposed off Moonlight and 
Burwells Bay roads.

VDOT has set dates in 
2024 for two four-day 
closures of the James 
River Bridge.


