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JASON ARMESTO
The Daily Progress 

Charlottesville’s monument of Confed-
erate Gen. Robert E. Lee is no more.

“We come together this afternoon as a 
community to announce defi nitively that 
racists symbols don’t belong in our parks 
or in our city,” Andrea Douglas, executive 
director of the Je� erson School African 
American Heritage Center, the statue’s 
owner, told a crowd of some 30 people on 
Thursday afternoon outside of the Char-
lottesville courthouse. 

She spoke of the deadly 2017 Unite the 
Right rally-turned-riot, the city’s long 
racist past and the Black community mem-
bers, past and present, who fought back.

“We honor their belief that Charlottes-
ville could become a place where demo-
cratic ideals and imaginings would fl our-
ish. I’m proud to announce today we have 
fulfi lled our promise to the city and to our 
supporters to melt Charlottesville’s statue 
of Robert E. Lee,” she said.

Since it acquired the bronze equestrian 
statue in 2021, the Je� erson School’s 

ÉZÉ AMOS 

 A foundry worker uses a plasma torch to cut the head of Charlottesville’s bronze monument of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee in preparation for melting the statue on Oct. 21, 2023.

LEE DEFEATED (AGAIN)
A FIERY END

Iconic and infamous monument to Confederacy melted

HAWES SPENCER
The Daily Progress 

A Gordonsville man with a lengthy re-
cord remains jailed without bail since his 
late September arrest after an automobile 
pursuit that ended when the tires came o�  
his car. 

Adam Ryan Martin, 38, was arrested on 
Sept. 29 and charged with two o� enses in 
Albemarle County, obstructing justice and 
assaulting an o�  cer, in addition to three 
drug o� enses and one eluding charge from 

Augusta County, where the 
chase began.

“It started in Augusta 
and ended in Albemarle,” 
Lt. Leslie Schneider of the 
Augusta County Sher-
i� ’s O�  ce told The Daily 
Progress. “They put out 
the spike strips, and his 
tires defl ated, and he just 
kept driving on the rims.”

Martin’s latest trouble began in the early 
morning hours of Sept. 29 on the Shenan-
doah Valley side of Afton Mountain. An 
Augusta County sheri� ’s deputy on rou-
tine patrol around U.S. 250 reportedly 
spotted a black Infi niti that had been the 
subject of multiple pursuits by several law 

enforcement agencies including Virginia 
State Police, according to the Augusta 
County Sheri� ’s O�  ce.

A check of the license plates found that 
the registration belonged to another vehi-
cle, and shortly after 3:30 a.m. the deputy 
began a pursuit, according to the sheri� ’s 
narrative.

As the chase moved to Interstate 64 
heading east into Albemarle County, Al-
bemarle police then pitched in by deploy-
ing spike strips, according to the narrative.

“The suspect vehicle continued to drive 
on Dudley Mountain Road in Albemarle 
County at reduced speeds, and losing sev-
eral tires,” according to the sheri� ’s o�  ce.

Eventually, the narrative continued, the 
driver lost control and crashed down an 

embankment at the intersection of Dud-
ley Mountain Road and Red Hill Road and 
fl ed on foot.

“Once the deputy got within an arm 
reach of the male suspect, the male sus-
pect turned on the deputy in a fi ghting 
stance,” according to the narrative. “There 
was a physical altercation between Martin 
and an Augusta County Sheri� ’s Deputy 
while taking him into custody.”

That was Deputy M. Stutes who was try-
ing to put handcu� s on Martin, according 
the Albemarle County General District 
Court fi le.

“Martin had resisted by fl ight and had 
pushed me down into water and continued 

Police: ‘He just kept driving on the rims’
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Andrea Douglas, executive director of the Je� erson School African American Heritage 
Center, speaks at a press conference outside the Charlottesville courthouse where the 
cultural center announced that the statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee it acquired from 
the city has been melted on Thursday, Oct. 26, 2023.

COURT

A tire-less, cross-county
chase lands Gordonsville
man in even more trouble

Martin
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