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Reception held for former mayor

By Crystal Vandegrift
The Charlotte Gazette

The Town of Drakes Branch held
a reception recently to honor former
Mayor Denise Pridgen for her years
of service.

For 36 years, Denise Pridgen
served the town in the capacity of
council member, vice mayor, and,
lastly, as mayor.

As Mayor, Pridgen served from
2002 to 2022.

As part of honoring Pridgen,
the town adopted a resolution. “She
proved to be a dedicated servant of
the people and a productive member
of the council, as Vice-Mayor and
then Mayor” the resolution read.

In early 2022 Pridgen decided
not to seek re-election as mayor, and
Drakes Branch Vice Mayor Phillip
Jackson ran and won the seat.

“She was part of a lot of the
improvements that as taken place
in the town over the years,” said

town.”

heart.

Drakes Branch Mayor Phillip Jackson
presents Pridgen with a plaque during the
reception in her honor.

Jackson.”Under her tenure, several
new businesses were opened in the

Jackson said Pridgen always
had the best interest of the town at

RELAY: Event to be held at SVCC

FROM PAGE ONE a person with cancer,
regardless if they are
still with us. It may
even be a healthcare
worker.”

At the end of the
event when it gets
dark a Luminaria
Ceremony will be held
to remember those lost
to cancer and reflect
on the journey of those

during the survivor
lap and cheer on our
SUrvivors.

“After the Survivor
Lap, caregivers will
be invited to join the
survivors,” Newber-
ry said. “A caregiver
is a friend or family
member that helped

who have survived.

Relay For Life is
the world’s largest
volunteer-based fund-
raising event.

For more than 36
years, communities
across the world have
come together to honor
and remember loved
ones and take action
for lifesaving change.

TEAM: Iowa, here we come

FROM PAGE ONE  has been part of three
consecutive school

an extra year of record-setting seasons,

eligibility due to the when it comes to wins.
COVID-19 pandemic. This year, Lynchburg
The NCAA granted all  recorded the most yet,

with a record of 43-7.
This is the first
time in history the
University of Lynch-
burg has made it to the

players in college at
the time an additional
year.

During his time at
the school, Jackson

Division IIT College
World Series. The Uni-
versity of Lynchburg
is the #3 seed and will
take on Wisconsin - La
Crosse on Friday, June
2, with first pitch set
for 7:45 pm. Jackson

is the son of Mark

and Kelli Harding of
Keysville.

money market funds and more.

smarter for you contact us today:

Brad Watson, Managing Director

(434) 392-9813

DAVENPORT

P
BUILDING WEALTH TOGETHER

asset value of $1.00 per share.

How much is your
cash earning?

If your money is in a bank account, you may not
be getting the best interest rate.

Davenport offers short-term investment solutions:
corporate and municipal bonds, brokered CDs, treasuries,

For investment strategies that make your money work

Cannon Watson, Senior Vice President-Investments

101 North Main Street, Farmville, VA 23901

For more information on our Fixed Income and Securities
options visit www.investdavenport.com/fixed-income

Davenport & Company LLC Member: NYSE | FINRA | SIPC

Certificates of Deposit (CDs) are deposits of the issuing
bank and as such are FDIC insured. The standard insurance
amount is $250,000 per depositor, per insured bank for each
ownership category. CDs sold prior to maturity trade in the
secondary market; and as with any fixed income investment
sold before maturity, the principal may be worth more or
less than your initial investment amount. Subject to market
conditions and availability. Call features apply.

An investment in a money market fund is neither insured nor

guaranteed by the U.S. Government, and there can be no
assurance that the fund will be able to maintain a stable net

GRISSOM: Book tour kicks off next week

FROM PAGE ONE

her career as an author
when she started to
research and write The
Kitchen House.

Originally from
Saskatchewan, Canada,
Grissom moved to the
Madisonville community
of the county the in ear-
ly 90s and it was when
she and her husband
began to renovate their
circa 1830 home, she
became interested in
learning the history of
the home and the area.

It was when she
was shown a map that
she became even more
interested.

“I wanted to know
what happened there,”
Grissom said. “I joined
a writers’ group, and
the Piedmont Literary
Society, and when I met
Eleanor Dolan, a gifted
poet, she generously
agreed to mentor me in
my writing.”

In addition to
Dolan, Grissom said it
was the late Pamplin
native Raymond Dick-
erson that helped in her
search for answers.

“I just remember feel-
ing at peace and being
able to ask questions
and they generously
shared those answers
with me,” Grissom said.
“I don’t know if I would
have ever been an au-
thor if I had not moved
to Charlotte County.”

Today, Grissom
makes her home in
Charlottesville but says
that Charlotte County
will always feel like
home to her.

“I felt at home when
I moved there ... and
I still consider it my
home,” Grissom said.

Beginning next week
Grissom will kick off

her book tour for Crow
Mary with her first
appearance and reading
at Givens Books at 2236
Lakeside Drive Lynch-
burg beginning at 6 p.m.
For more informa-

tion on Grissom’s other
novels or to preorder
Crow Mary visit https:/
www.simonandschus-
ter.com/books/Crow-
Mary/Kathleen-Gris-
som/9781476748474

*Crem Mary lell me broathless. . A prolousdby educ a8 losal and sai iy mg read.”
—=ZADEGN IR0, Sew Fark Times bevlsellig suthor of Tie Do of Die

wew York Times besiselling author ol
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Prepare

outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

for power

F R E E 7-Year Extended Warranty*

— A $695 Value!
“To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the.
generator vitth a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions

GENERAC

Honoring Their Sacrifice.
Remembering Their Lives.
Celebrating Their Memories.

On Memorial Day, we pause to honor and
remember the brave men and women of our
military who made the ultimate sacrifice in
service to the United States of America. Their
patriotism, courage, sacrifice and immeasurable
contribution to our nation will never be forgotten.

Serving families since 1960

The area’s finest perpetual care cemetery

To schedule an appointment or more information,
call 434-392-3008 E]
www.trinitymgva.com

Bonds are subject to market and interest risk; values expect to
decline as interest rates rise. Bonds may not be suitable for all
investors and you should consider specific risks such as credit
risk, default risk and volatility prior to investing.




