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Imaginative hay bale displays spot-
light agriculture and community spirit Dinner to be

Staff Reports

This fall, agribusinesses, community groups, county Farm
Bureaus, FFA chapters, 4-H clubs and individuals across Vir-
ginia created unique displays with hay bales to compete in
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation’s annual Hay Bale Deco-
rating Contest.

In its ninth year, the annual competition gave communi-
ties an opportunity to celebrate their creativity while spark-
ing conversations about farming and agriculture.

This year’s contest drew a record 59 entries, with display
themes that depicted farm animals, farmscapes, horticulture,
farm machinery and Virginia-produced commodities.

“I'm delighted we received the most entries we’ve ever
had for this competition, and the imagination and ingenuity
everyone puts into the hay bale displays is always so impres-
sive,” said Faye Hundley, chair of the VFBF Women’s Lead-
ership Committee. “Not only are they a fun, creative outlet,
but they also tell a story about agriculture and help connect
communities with their farmers.”

County Farm Bureaus were encouraged to solicit entries
from local businesses and organizations such as farmers mar-
kets and school agricultural groups. Winners each received

a $100 cash award and a trophy and were recognized on the

VFBF Women’s Leadership Program Facebook page.
The winners are:
Community Spirit:
Smith Mountain Lake Christian Academy
Junior category (age 8 and under):
Lane Smith of Warren County
Most Creative: Grayson County Farm Bureau Women’s
Leadership Committee
Square Bale category:
Tazewell County 4-H Dog Club
Stars of Agriculture category:
Rockbridge County Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership
Committee
With almost 135,000 members in 88 county Farm Bu-

reaus, VFBF is Virginia’s largest farmers’ advocacy group.
Farm Bureau is a non-governmental, nonpartisan, voluntary
organization committed to supporting Virginia’s agriculture
industry.

For more information, contact Pam Wiley, VFBF vice pres-
ident of communications, at 804.291.6315.

Annual Legacy

hosted for Booker
T. Washington
National Monument

Staff Reports

The annual Legacy Dinner hosted by the Friends of Booker T.
Washington National Monument
will be held Saturday March 23,2024 at 5 p.m. at the W.E. Skel-
ton 4H Center, located at 775 Hermitage Road in Wirtz. The
gala features a dinner, silent auction, musical entertainment, and
a guest speaker. Tickets are $30 for members or $35 for non-
members. Tables for eight may be purchased for $240. Member-
ship and tickets will be available online at friendsofbookertw.
org. by emailing friendsofbowa@gmail.com in January, 2024.

This year’s guest speaker is Sarah Washington Rush O’Neal,
the great granddaughter to Booker T. Washington. Her grandfa-
ther, Ernest Davidson, was the last born of Booker T. Washing-
ton’s three children. Visit her web site at extraordinarylegacy.
net for preview information.

Funds raised at this event support the mission of the orga-

nization and two annual scholarships to graduating seniors at
Franklin County High School.

QUALITY MEN’S WORKWEAR AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE

We offer quality attire at a value you’ll appreciate,
without leaving Smith Mountain Lake!

216-225-3832 | 14176 Booker T Washington Hwy, Moneta, Virginia 24121
www.lakedenimsml.com | HOURS: Closed Sun & Mon, Tues-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-2

Visit us
online

at
smithmountaineagle.com

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

*1000 OFF
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“Includes product and labor; hathtub, shower o walkin fub and wall surround.
BATH & This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restricions may
SHOWER apply. This offer expires 12/31,/23. Each dealership is independently owned and
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RLM ASSOCIATES, LLC

Community Association Management Services
A CIC Licensed Manager

R. Lee Merritt, cMcA, AMS

- Reserves Studies
- Developer Services

1051 Spring Lake Farm Rd 540-297-7669 Office
Moneta, VA 24121 540-598-9450 Cell

leemerritt@rlmassociates.net

- Consulting Services
- Association Management

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

Leaf FOREVER

Fllter

TER
PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% +10% + 0*

ENTIRE SENIORS & APR FOR
As MILITARY! 24 MONTHS**

Promo Code: 285

1-877-614-6667
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Outer Banks, NC - Vacation RetaLs
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Entire Outer Banks from
Corolla’s 4x4 to Hatteras Island!

Family time is what it’s all about!
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It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $735.

Call844-947-1479 to
schedule your free quote!
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*Terms and Conditions apply.

Virginia News Reader delivers
the best local news from
around the state to your inbox.
And it's always free. Scan the
QR code to subscribe.




