








In her blog post, Cobb mentioned an earlier instance in which a group was refused service — the
1960 Thalhimers department store lunch counter sit-in by 34 Black Virginia Union University
students protesting racial segregation in Jim Crow-era Richmond. Cobb argued in her blog post
that “people who likely consider themselves ‘progressives” — meaning Metzger’'s owners — are
attempting to “recreate an environment from the 1950s and early '60s, when people were denied
food service due to their race. ... Welcome to the double standard of the left.”

The 1960 Thalhimers lunch counter sit-in protesters, known as the Richmond 34, were arrested
for trespassing and were recognized last year by the Virginia General Assembly for their

enduring impact as part of the 20th-century Southern civil rights movement.

Elizabeth Johnson Rice, now an 82-year-old retired teacher living in Chesterfield County, was a
member of the Richmond 34. She said the situation surrounding the Family Foundation and
Metzger is somewhat different than the sit-in, one of numerous nonviolent protests conducted in
the 1950s and '60s to oppose racial discrimination against Black people. Those protests often
led to arrests, violence against protesters and sometimes deaths.

On Feb. 22, 1960, Rice and her fellow protesters were arrested and charged with trespassing,
taken to jail and then released on bail. In March 1960, they were all convicted of trespassing and
fined $20 each, but the students all appealed the decision to the Virginia Supreme Court, which
ruled in favor of the store owners’ right to forgo service. Ultimately, in 1963, the U.S. Supreme
Court ordered a repeal of the 34 students’ convictions in a victory for the civil rights movement.

“We were going for equal justice for all,” Rice said Friday. “We were trespassing because we
didn't get service. [As Black people], if we wanted to eat anything [from Thalhimers' lunch
counter], we had to go into the alley and knock on the little door. That was really Jim Crow.”

Rice said that she still believes in equal rights for everyone today, including the right to marry
someone of the same sex, but at the same time, she feels the Family Foundation party was “not
being treated fairly” by Metzger Bar and Butchery. “Their reservation should be honored in 2022

Dining and culture wars

Restaurants have provided an occasional backdrop to the culture wars playing out in recent
years, as some Trump-era White House officials were refused service or targeted by protesters
while dining out. In the aftermath of such incidents, social media can amplify the political
polarization and lead to prolonged problems for business owners and staff members.

In 2018, the owner of The Red Hen restaurant in Lexington asked then-White House Press

Secretary and future Arkansas Gov.-elect Sarah Huckabee Sanders to leave her restaurant after

her staff expressed their discomfort about serving Sanders’ party. The group left quietly and was
not asked to pay for their drinks and appetizers that they had already been served.



But that incident — which eventually was recounted by President Donald Trump'’s Twitter
account and numerous national news outlets — led to months of hate mail and doxxing of the
Red Hen’s owner, Stephanie Wilkinson. The restaurant’s Yelp reviews reflected the political
divide.

In a phone interview Friday, Wilkinson said that although she wasn’t familiar with the particulars
of the Metzger situation, “my feeling about the role of privately owned businesses following their
moral conscience has not changed,” and she did not regret her decision to refuse service to
Sanders, who was elected Arkansas' first woman governor in November.

She said that her decision was based not specifically on Sanders’ political views; “it was about
actions we found reprehensible.” (At the time, Wilkinson had cited Sanders’ support for Trump
positions such as separating migrant children from their parents, as well as opposition to
transgender people serving in the military.) Similarly, if Metzger's owners and staff found the
Family Foundation’s actions “morally repugnant,” Wilkinson said, “I think | agree with them” in
their refusal to serve the organization at the restaurant.

But Wilkinson also posited a hypothetical scenario: If a different business’s owners objected to a

political group or individual's stance supporting abortion access and refused them service on that
basis, she couldn’t object on moral grounds, even though Wilkinson personally supports the right
to abortion.

In 2019, the U.S. Supreme Court partially agreed with a bakery owner’s assertion that he could
refuse a client service based on his religious convictions.

In 2012, the owner of a Colorado bakery refused to make a cake for the marriage of a gay
couple based on his Christian beliefs. The couple filed a complaint to the state’s civil rights
commission, which led to a [awsuit that reached the U.S. Supreme Court in 2019. The high court

ruled 7-2 that the commission did not employ religious neutrality, violating baker Jack Phillips’
right to free exercise, although the court did not rule on broader issues like anti-discrimination
laws, free exercise of religion and freedom of speech. Phillips is back in court now, having
refused to bake a cake for a transgender woman’s transition celebration.

However, a case heard Monday by the Supreme Court — in which a Colorado graphic artist

objects to designing websites for gay couples’ weddings on religious grounds — could have an
impact. Critics say a ruling in the artist’s favor could lead to businesses discriminating against
people based on race, religion or other factors.

“The hospitality industry is very tricky,” added Wilkinson, who opened The Red Hen in 2008 and
has lived in Lexington for nearly 30 years. For customers, she said, a restaurant “feels like it



























