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(Oct. 5, Coy Ferrell) 

a. BOX: Sentencing details 



March 16, 2022 Our 205th year   |   Vol. 205, No. 11   |   www.Fauquier.com   |   $1.50

It’s all about people . . . and always will be.It’s all about people . . . and always will be.

www.vnb.com

Crash victim claims ‘Victory’ over head injury 
thanks to new advanced EMS interventions

County to purchase 
Virginia National 
Bank complex in 

Old Town Warrenton
By Coy Ferrell

Fauquier Times sTaFF WriTer

Fauquier County supervisors approved an 
agreement March 10 to purchase the Virginia 
National Bank complex at Courthouse Square 
in Old Town Warrenton for $6.4 million. The 
complex includes two brick buildings that 
KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�ÀDJVKLS�VWUXFWXUHV�RI�WKH�EDQN�
— until last year called The Fauquier Bank — 
for decades. The bank was founded in 1902 in 
Warrenton.

The agreement allows up to 60 days before 
WKH�SDUWLHV�PXVW�¿QDOL]H�WKH�VDOH��LQFOXGLQJ�D�
45-day “study period” for the county to in-
VSHFW�WKH�VWUXFWXUHV��%DQN�RI¿FLDOV�KDYH�LQGL-
cated that they will lease from the county the 
1972 retail banking building for one year after 
WKH� VDOH� LV� ¿QDOL]HG�� &RXQW\� $GPLQLVWUDWRU�
Paul McCulla said last week. The bank is ex-
pected to lease the 1987 wealth management 
EXLOGLQJ�� ZKLFK� IDFHV� :DWHUORR� 6WUHHW�� IRU�
eight months after settlement.

FAUQUIER TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
The two-story building on the Courthouse 
Square complex currently houses a Virginia 
National Bank retail banking branch. Another 
building, a four-story structure, is home to the 
bank’s wealth management division.

See BANK, page 2

FAUQUIER TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Rob Moore and EMS Capt. Matt Shields chat at the Orlean Volunteer Fire Department March 11.

By Coy Ferrell
Fauquier Times sTaFF WriTer

Rob Moore shouldn’t be alive.
2Q�WKH�QLJKW�RI�$SULO�����������0RRUH¶V������

Nissan Maxima careened off Piney Mountain 
5RDG�QHDU�2UOHDQ��7KHQ����\HDUV�ROG��WKH�\RXQJ�
airplane mechanic had bought the car just two 
ZHHNV�HDUOLHU��SD\LQJ������DQG�QDPLQJ�LW�³'RRP�
6KLS�́ �DQ�LQVLGH�MRNH�DPRQJ�KLV�IULHQGV��
7KDW�QLJKW��KH�KDG�GLQQHU�ZLWK�KLV�SDUHQWV�DQG�

then drove to Warrenton to see some friends. He 
was driving back to his home near Hume when 
KH�FUDVKHG��$�SDVVHUE\�ODWHU�VDZ�VLJQV�RI�D�FUDVK�
and called 911. It’s hard to determine exactly how 
PXFK� WLPH� KDG� HODSVHG� VLQFH� WKH� FUDVK�� EXW� LW�
could have been nearly an hour based on report-
ed power outages due to the power line that came 
down as the result of the crash.

Fauquier County EMS Capt. Matt Shields and 
EMT Jennifer Morris were at the paramedic sta-

tion in Warrenton; they responded in one of the 
FRXQW\¶V� VSHFLDOL]HG� (06� FRPPDQG� YHKLFOHV��
(06�/W��:LOO�'XQQ�DQG�(07�$QGUHZ�+XOYH\�
UHVSRQGHG� IURP� WKH�2UOHDQ� ¿UH� VWDWLRQ�ZLWK� DQ�
ambulance. They all arrived at the scene about 
WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� D� IHZ� PLQXWHV� DIWHU� PLGQLJKW��
Capt. Gordon Mackison and Battalion Chief Fred 
McEvilly arrived from Orlean soon afterward.

See EMS, page 4
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Notice is hereby given that the Architectural Review Board of the Town of Warrenton will 
hold a public meeting Thursday, March 24, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the Warrenton Town Hall 
Council Chambers (First Floor) located at 21 Main Street, Warrenton, Virginia, to discuss a 
New Guide to Historic Resources with an Update to the Historic District Design Guidelines. 

The proposal is a new resource guide for the Town with the inclusion of updates to the 
current Historic District Design Guidelines last adopted on January 14th, 2014. Per Zoning 
6YKPUHUJL�ZLJ[PVU������������;V^U�*V\UJPS�ZOHSS�THRL�ÄUHS�HKVW[PVU�VM�HU`�TVKPÄJH[PVU�PU�
Historic District regulations, which includes the Historic District Design Guidelines. The Archi-
tectural Review Board shall be making a recommendation to Town Council at this meeting.

The Architectural Review Board will be open to the public and persons attending will be ex-
pected to adhere to the current legal requirements and guidelines to address the COVID-19 
pandemic including wearing face coverings and practicing physical distancing. Seating 
will be limited in accordance with then current guidelines. The public may also choose to 
submit written comments through the Town’s website (https://www.warrentonva.gov/gov-
ernment/town_council/submit_comment.php). A complete copy is available for review in 
Town Hall located at 21 Main Street, Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM.

The Town of Warrenton does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status in admis-
sion or access to its programs and activities. Town Hall meeting facilities are fully accessible.

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPOINT 

A MEMBER TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE TOWN OF WARRENTON

The Council of the Town of Warrenton will consider 
HWWVPU[TLU[Z�[V�ÄSS�H�]HJHUJ`�[V�[OL�7SHUUPUN�*VTTPZZPVU��
;OPZ�]HJHUJ`�^PSS�OH]L�H�[LYT�VM�VUL�����`LHY��1HU\HY`���������
[V�+LJLTILY�����������K\L�[V�[OL�ULLK�MVY�Z[HNNLYLK�[LYTZ��
(U`�;V^U�YLZPKLU[Z�^OV�^PZO�[V�IL�JVUZPKLYLK�MVY�HWWVPU[TLU[�
TH`�Z\ITP[�HU�HWWSPJH[PVU��JV]LY�SL[[LY��HUK�YLZ\TL�[V 
Z[HɈ'^HYYLU[VU]H�NV]��
More information can be found on our website at 
https!��^^ �̂^HYYLU[VU]H�NV]��� �(WWS`�[V�:LY]L��7SLHZL�
JVU[HJ[�Z[HɈ�H[����������������^P[O�HU`�X\LZ[PVUZ��

7KH� ¿UVW� UHVSRQGHUV� UXVKHG� WR� ORFDWH� WKH� FDU�
and any potential victims of the crash and saw a 
downed telephone pole about 100 yards from the 
road. Their vehicles’ powerful headlights couldn’t 
LOOXPLQDWH�HQRXJK�RI�WKH�¿HOG�WR�¿QG�WKH�YHKLFOH�LQ�
WKH�GDUNQHVV��VR�WKH\�JRW�RXW�ÀDVKOLJKWV�DQG�VHW�RII�
WKURXJK�WKH�FRZ�¿HOG��H[SHFWLQJ�WR�¿QG�WKH�ZRUVW�
³7KLV�LV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�EH�JRRG�́ �'XQQ�UHPHP-

bered thinking. 
7KH\�IRXQG�0RRUH�O\LQJ�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�DERXW����

feet away from the wrecked vehicle. Moore hadn’t 
EHHQ�ZHDULQJ�D�VHDWEHOW��DQG�WKH�YLROHQW�FUDVK�KDG�
WKURZQ�KLV�ERG\�IURP�WKH�FDU�LQWR�WKH�¿HOG��SRV-
sibly through the closed sunroof — the car was 
GDPDJHG�VR�VHYHUHO\� WKDW� LW� LV�GLI¿FXOW� WR�UHFRQ-
struct the incident more precisely. 
7KRXJK�XQUHVSRQVLYH��0RRUH�ZDV�²�VRPHKRZ�

— still alive.
³+H¶V� EDG�� :H� QHHG� WR� JR�́ � 'XQQ� UHFDOOHG�

thinking. Shields assessed Moore and found his 
condition rated the lowest-possible score on the 
Glasgow Coma Scale. It’s a score “associated 
ZLWK�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�KLJK�PRUWDOLW\�UDWH��ZLWK�VRPH�
researchers suggesting that there is no chance of 
VXUYLYDO�́ �DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D������PHGLFDO�SDSHU�
0RRUH�KDG�VXVWDLQHG�VHYHUH�KHDG�WUDXPD��FDXV-

ing bleeding around the brain. Seconds count as 
the pressure around the brain threatens to stop the 
patient’s breathing at any moment. In these cir-
FXPVWDQFHV�� SHUPDQHQW� EUDLQ� GDPDJH� EHFRPHV�
one of the better-case scenarios. Moore was al-
ready struggling to breathe.

The paramedics enlisted the help of a sheriff’s 
SDWURO�GHSXW\��&SO��:HVOH\�)URVW��WR�FDUU\�0RRUH�
EDFN�WR�WKH�URDG�RQ�D�VWUHWFKHU��$W�������D�P���+XO-

YH\�¿WWHG�0RRUH�ZLWK�D�EDJ�YDOYH�PDVN� WR�KHOS�
him breathe. Morris started an IV line. Shields 
then administered paralytic drugs through the IV 
to make it safe to intubate him. 
%\�������S�P���0RRUH�ZDV�RQ�D�YHQWLODWRU��HQVXU-

LQJ�KLV�EUDLQ�ZRXOG�FRQWLQXH�WR�UHFHLYH�R[\JHQ��$�
PLQXWH�ODWHU��6KLHOGV�JDYH�0RRUH�D�XQLW�RI�2�SRVL-
tive blood to keep him from going into shock. 
0HDQZKLOH�� 0RUULV� GULOOHG� D� VPDOO� KROH� LQWR�

WKH�ERQH�MXVW�EHORZ�0RRUH¶V�NQHH��$W�������D�P���
Shields administered a solution called hyper-
tonic saline — a syrupy saline solution with an 
H[WUHPHO\�KLJK�VDOW�FRQWHQW��WKURXJK�WKH�ERQH��$�
PLQXWH�ODWHU��6KLHOGV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�IHQWDQ\O��
0RRUH¶V�FRQGLWLRQ��WKRXJK�VWLOO�FULWLFDO��VHHPHG�

WR�LPSURYH��$Q�XOWUDVRXQG�RI�KLV�YLWDO�RUJDQV�UH-
vealed no internal bleeding.
%\�������D�P���0RRUH�ZDV�RQ�DQ�$LU�&DUH�PHG-

ical transport helicopter en route to the trauma 
FHQWHU�DW�,QRYD�)DLUID[��1RUPDOO\��WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�
been the last time the paramedics saw their patient.
%XW� ODVW�ZHHN�� QHDUO\� D� \HDU� DIWHU� WKH� LQFLGHQW��

6KLHOGV��'XQQ�DQG�RWKHUV�IURP�2UOHDQ�DQG�FRXQW\�
paramedic community got to see Moore again. For 

0RRUH��XQFRQVFLRXV�LQ�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�WKH�FUDVK��LW�
ZDV�KLV�¿UVW�WLPH�PHHWLQJ�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�VDYHG�KLV�
OLIH��+LV�SDUHQWV�ZHUH�WKHUH�WRR��RYHUZKHOPHG�ZLWK�
the emotion of meeting the people who had ensured 
that their son would reach his 24th birthday.
+LV�UHFRYHU\��DV�6KLHOGV�SXW�LW��LV�³XQEHOLHYDEOH�́ �

$Q\RQH�ZKR� GLGQ¶W� NQRZ�ZKDW�0RRUH� KDG� EHHQ�
through wouldn’t suspect the extent of his injuries. 
%HVLGHV�RFFDVLRQDO�QHFN�SDLQ��KH�VXIIHUV�QR�OLQJHU-
ing effects from the crash. The paramedics were 
overjoyed. They had tried to schedule a meeting 
ZLWK�WKH�0RRUH�IDPLO\�HDUOLHU��EXW�WKH�IDPLO\�KDG�
planned a vacation. “It really made my day to hear 
\RX�ZHUH�DW�WKH�EHDFK�́ �6KLHOGV�VPLOHG��
$IWHU� LQWHQVLYH� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ� DQG� SK\VLFDO�

WKHUDS\��0RRUH� UHWXUQHG� WR�ZRUN� OHVV� WKDQ� WKUHH�
PRQWKV� DIWHU� WKH� LQFLGHQW� ²� KLV� PLVFKLHYRXV��
sometimes dark sense of humor fully intact. He 
grinned as he recalled what his coworkers said 
ZKHQ�KH�UHWXUQHG�WR�ZRUN��³/RRN��WKHUH¶V�WKH�JX\�
who isn’t supposed to be here.” 

Shields couldn’t stop smiling. “I’ve been doing 
WKLV�IRU����\HDUV��DQG�,¶YH�QHYHU�VHHQ�D�IXOO�UHFRY-
HU\�RQ�D�KHDG�LQMXU\�́ �KH�VDLG��

Moore still hasn’t wrapped his mind around the 
fact that he survived at all. “It makes no sense … 
the fact that I made it out without any severe dam-
DJH�́ �KH�WROG�WKH�SDUDPHGLFV�ODVW�ZHHN��³,W¶V�MXVW�
stupid. It makes no sense.”
‘It’s the best training I’ve ever had’

The actions that led to such a positive outcome 
IRU�0RRUH�ZHUH� QR� DFFLGHQW�� KRZHYHU��$QG� KDG�
WKH�\RXQJ�PDQ�EHHQ�WKURZQ�LQWR�WKDW�¿HOG�D�\HDU�
HDUOLHU�� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�VWRU\�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ� IDU�
more tragic.

Crash victim claims ‘Victory’ over head injury thanks to new advanced EMS interventions

FAUQUIER TIMES STAFF PHOTOS/COY FERRELL
Left: Lt. Will Dunn (left), Fauquier County Fire Chief Darren Stevens and Capt. Matt Shields talk to Rob Moore March 11 at the Orlean Volunteer Fire Department. 
Right: As her husband, Brian Moore, looks on, Karen Moore speaks with Capt. Matt Shields March 11 at the Orlean Volunteer Fire Department.

See EMS, page 5

EMS, from page 1 By the numbers
The following “critical care interventions” were 
completed last year, according to the Fauquier 
County Department of Fire, Rescue and 
Emergency Management: 
• 43 uses of a ventilator
• 17 uses of a BPAP ventilator machine
• 40 uses of rapid sequence intubation
• 7 uses of hypertonic saline
• 8 uses of whole blood
• 53 uses of ultrasounds
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of Warrenton
John Rethman, DVM

Steven Bartlett, DVM
79 Garrett Street, Warrenton, VA

Open later on Monday and Thursday until 6:00 p.m.

Animal Medical Center

 is a male, adult, 
Mastiff mix.

Bruuf
is a male, adult, Hound 

mix.

Crockett

 is a female, adult, 
Shepherd/Terrier mix.

Reese

is a female, adult, DSH 
mix.

Alma

 is a female, adult, Beagle 
mix.

Meredith

is a male, adult, Pit-bull 
Terrier mix.

Z

is a female, adult, DSH 
mix.

Dutchess

 is an adult, female, DSH 
mix.

Sneekers

is a female, adult, 
Hound mix.

Scarlett

 is an female, adult, 
DSH mix.

Emma

is an adult, male, DMH 
mix.

Vegeta
is an adult, female, 

DSH mix.

Missy

Fauquier SPCA

Proudly Sponsored by

<PM�.I]Y]QMZ�;8+)�Q[�I�XZQ^I\M��VWV�XZWÅ\�WZOIVQbI\QWV�LMLQKI\ML�
\W�XZW^QLQVO�I�\MUXWZIZa�ZMN]OM�NWZ�[\ZIa��PWUMTM[[�IVL�IJIVLWVML�
IVQUIT[��IVL�\W�XTIKQVO�[]KP�IVQUIT[�QV�I�KIZQVO��IXXZWXZQI\M�PWUM�

_PMVM^MZ�XW[[QJTM��
540-788-9000 • fspca@fauquierspca.com • fauquierspca.com

9350 Rogues Road, Casanova, VA
Our Shelter Hours have changed. Now:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 12 – 4.  Wednesday closed.  
Sunday 12 – 4. Also, we are open by appointment only.

+PMKS�][�W]\�WV�.IKMJWWS

540.428.0025
amcwarrenton.net

Please call for an appointment:
540-428-0025

Looking for Loving Homes

,Q�-XQH�������WKH�)DXTXLHU�&RXQ-
W\�'HSDUWPHQW� RI� )LUH�� 5HVFXH� DQG�
Emergency Management began in-
troducing a series of treatment pro-
tocols usually reserved for hospital 
trauma centers. The new treatments 
are especially pertinent in a rural 
DUHD�OLNH�)DXTXLHU��ZKHUH�WKH�QHDUHVW�
trauma centers are at least a 20-min-
ute helicopter ride away in Fairfax 
and Winchester. 

The idea is that “advanced inter-
ventions” usually reserved for emer-
gency departments can save lives 
ZKHQ� GHOLYHUHG� HDUOLHU�� VDLG� %DWWDO-
LRQ�&KLHI�5LFK�&OXII��ZKR�RYHUVHHV�
paramedics in the county. The pro-
gram required additional training 
for paramedics and the creation of 
new “standing order protocols” — 
HVVHQWLDOO\��D�WHFKQLFDO�ÀRZ�FKDUW�GL-
recting treatments — by a physician. 

Cluff said that Fauquier County is 
WKH�¿UVW�MXULVGLFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�DUHD��WKDW�KH�
NQRZV�RI�� WR� LPSOHPHQW�PDQ\�RI� WKH�
SURWRFROV��WKRXJK�WKH�LQLWLDO�VXFFHVV�RI�
the program in Fauquier has generated 
interest from nearby departments. 
,Q�IDFW��VRPH�RI�WKH�SURWRFROV�DUH�VR�

QHZ�WR�¿HOG�DSSOLFDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
States that much of the peer-reviewed 
UHVHDUFK� FRPHV� IURP� $XVWUDOLD��
where vast distances and sparse pop-
ulations can mean paramedics — not 
hospital trauma centers — may be 
the only ones available to administer 
DGYDQFHG�WUHDWPHQWV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�FULW-
LFDO�KRXUV�DIWHU� DQ� LQMXU\�� �$XVWUDOLD�
has roughly the same land area as the 
FRQWLJXRXV� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�� EXW� OHVV�
WKDQ�RQH�WHQWK�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��

“This is our attempt to stay ahead 
of the curve and provide cutting 
HGJH� FDUH� WR� RXU� FLWL]HQV� DQG� YLVL-
WRUV�́ �&OXII�VDLG��³:H�MXVW�ZDQWHG�WR�
bring that critical-care paramedicine 
on the road with us.” 
'U��0LFKDHO�-HQNV��GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�

emergency department of Fauquier 
+RVSLWDO��VWHSSHG�LQ�WR�ZULWH�WKH�SUR-
tocols. Shields is one of three special-
ly trained EMS captains — captains 
Rob Smith and Jess Potter are the 
others — in the county who must be 
present to initiate the new protocols. 
&OXII� LV� DOVR� TXDOL¿HG�� EXW� KLV� UROH�

is mainly administrative. They meet 
ZLWK� 'U�� -HQNV� HYHU\� TXDUWHU� WR� UH-
view cases and discuss procedures. 

Cluff and the three EMS captains 
DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�¿HOG�²�6KLHOGV��5RE�
Smith and Jess Porter — say that the 
SURJUDP�KDV�PDGH�WKHP�IHHO�WKDW��LQ�
FDVHV�OLNH�0RRUH��WKH\�DUH�HTXLSSHG�
to be more proactive in acute cases 
where a patient’s survival is contin-
gent on immediate treatment. 
³7KLV�LV� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH��DW� OHDVW� LQ�

P\� FDUHHU�� WKDW� WKH� WKLQJ�ZH� GLGQ¶W�
have any control over — the head in-
MXU\�²�ZH�KDYH�FRQWURO�RYHU�QRZ�́ �
VDLG�6KLHOGV��ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�ZLWK�)DX-
quier County since 2013. “It’s the 
best training I’ve ever had. We don’t 
often get to sit down and pick the 
brain of a physician.” 
6XSHUYLVRU�&KULV�*UDQJHU��&HQWHU�

'LVWULFW���D�FDUHHU�¿UH¿JKWHU�LQ�3ULQFH�
:LOOLDP� &RXQW\�� VDLG� WKDW�²� IURP�
the board’s perspective — the pro-
gram comes down to providing the 
best-possible level of services to res-
idents of the county. “Practically ev-
erything that’s in the national scope 
RI� SUDFWLFH� IRU� D�PHGLF�� WKHVH� IRONV�
FDQ�GR�́ �KH�VDLG��³3URYLGLQJ�WKDW�DG-
vanced level of EMS training — it’s 
something we’re really lucky to be 
able to do. … The high level of care 
they can provide is invaluable.”
‘Like clockwork’

Moore’s case is close to a per-
fect example of several of the new 
training protocols in action. “This 
patient is exactly what this program 
ZDV�PDGH�IRU�́ �)DXTXLHU�&RXQW\�)LUH�
&KLHI�'DUUHQ�6WHYHQV�VDLG�ODVW�ZHHN�
$IWHU�0RRUH�ZDV�FDUULHG�EDFN�WR�

WKH� URDG�� 6KLHOGV� EHJDQ� ³UDSLG� VH-
TXHQFH� LQWXEDWLRQ�́ � D� SURFHVV� WKDW�
hooks up a patient to a machine that 
regulates their breathing. It requires 
the administration of a powerful 
DQHVWKHWLF�DQG�D�SDUDO\WLF�� LQGXFLQJ�
a coma. This keeps the patient safe 
during the invasive intubation pro-
cess but performing the intricate 
series of protocols requires a high 
OHYHO�RI�WUDLQLQJ��&RQVHTXHQWO\��WZR�
people trained in the procedure — in 
WKLV�FDVH��6KLHOGV�DQG�'XQQ�²�PXVW�
be present to perform it. 

Crash victim claims ‘Victory’ over head injury 
thanks to new advanced EMS interventions

EMS, from page 4

FAUQUIER TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Fauquier County Battalion Chief Rich Cluff shows ultrasound scans from his 
phone to Fauquier County EMS Capt. Matt Shields (center) and Stafford County 
Deputy EMS Chief Brian Frankel.

See EMS, page 6
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(540) 351-0662 | www.GoWellUrgentCare.com

Come see why over 1,500 patients 
have given GoWell Urgent Care 
five-star Google reviews!

GoWell Urgent Care
75 West Lee Hwy, Warrenton, VA 20186
In Oak Springs Plaza, below Giant Food
8AM- 8PM Monday to Friday
8AM - 8PM Saturday and Sunday

You can make an appointment or 
get in line from our website, and 
both virtual and in-office visits are 
available.

2QFH� LQWXEDWHG��³WKDW¶V�ZKHQ�ZH�
really went to work on your head in-
MXU\�́ �6KLHOGV�WROG�0RRUH��

The hypertonic saline — true 
to the medical professions’ sense 
RI�KXPRU�� SDUDPHGLFV� FDOO� LW� ³VSLF\�
water” — Shields administered to 
Moore is meant to draw water in the 
EORRGVWUHDP� DZD\� IURP� WKH� EUDLQ��
reducing the chance of catastrophic 
KHUQLDWLRQ� DURXQG� WKH� EUDLQ�� ZKLFK�
can quickly cause breathing to stop. 

“We watched your vital signs go 
SUHWW\�PXFK�EDFN�WR�QRUPDO�́ �6KLHOGV�
recalled to Moore about his response 
to the hypertonic saline. “It was re-
ally like your body took a breath of 
IUHVK�DLU�́ �'XQQ�DGGHG�

It’s one of the new protocols that 
makes Fauquier’s paramedics most 
H[FLWHG�� DV� LW� JLYHV� WKHP� D� ZD\� WR�
SURYLGH� LPPHGLDWH�� HIIHFWLYH� WUHDW-
ment in a situation — those involv-
LQJ� KHDG� WUDXPD�²�ZKHUH� ¿UVW� UH-
sponders often feel helpless. “You 
can see right before your eyes … you 
VHH�WKH�YLWDO�VLJQV�QRUPDOL]H�́ �&OXII�
said. 
%HIRUH�������WKH�������VDOW�VROX-

tion — nearly four times the con-
centration of seawater — wouldn’t 
have been administered until Moore 
arrived in Fairfax. But because of 
WKH� QHZ� SURWRFROV�� 0RRUH� UHFHLYHG�
it within 15 minutes of paramedics 
arriving on the scene. 

Shields also gave Moore a unit of 

ZKROH�EORRG��7KDW¶V�DOVR�QHZ��WKDQNV�
WR�WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�VSHFLDOL]HG�SRUWD-
ble refrigerators and Fauquier Coun-
ty’s partnership with Inova Blood 
'RQRU� 6HUYLFHV�� %HIRUH� ������ )DX-
quier County didn’t carry even blood 
FRPSRQHQWV��OLNH�SODVPD��ZLWK�WKHP�
LQ� WKH�¿HOG��)HGHUDO� IXQGV� IURP� WKH�
&$5(6� $FW� SDLG� IRU� WKH� SXUFKDVH�
of the high-tech mobile refrigerators 
necessary to keep the blood at the 
right temperature.

Field transfusions of whole blood 
are a relatively recent idea in gener-
DO��SLRQHHUHG�E\�PLOLWDULHV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�
two decades to use in combat appli-
FDWLRQV��³1RZ��DOO�RI�WKH�UHVHDUFK�LV�
VD\LQJ�WKDW�ZKROH�EORRG�LV�WKH�EHVW�́ �
Cluff explained. They carry O-posi-
tive blood because people with any 
blood type can usually accept it. 

Moore was fortunate not to have 
any internal bleeding. But if he 

KDG��WKH�KRVSLWDO�ZRXOG�KDYH�NQRZQ�
DERXW� LW� LQ�DGYDQFH��DV� WKH�SRUWDEOH�
ultrasound machines Fauquier para-
medics now carry enable them to 
check for internal injuries and send 
the images to the hospital directly 
from a phone.  

The treatments administered at 
the scene were laid out later in a de-
WDLOHG��IRXU�SDJH�LQFLGHQW�UHSRUW��%XW�
6KLHOGV�DQG�'XQQ�UHPHPEHUHG� WKDW�
they talked little during those crucial 
minutes on the side of Piney Moun-
WDLQ�5RDG��(DFK�¿UVW�UHVSRQGHU�NQHZ�
WKHLU� SUHFLVH� UROH�� ³,W�ZDV� MXVW� OLNH��
µ%DQJ�� EDQJ�� EDQJ�� EDQJ�¶´� 'XQQ�
recalled. “It was like clockwork. It 
came down to the experience of the 
people on the call.” 
)RU�0RRUH� DQG� KLV� SDUHQWV�� WLPH�

moved much more slowly in the next 
hours and weeks. When Karen and 
Brian Moore arrived in Fairfax that 
QLJKW�� WKH\� ZHUHQ¶W� HYHQ� VXUH� WKHLU�
son was still alive. He remained in-
WXEDWHG� IRU� IRXU� GD\V�� UHVSRQGLQJ�
to simple commands by moving his 
¿QJHUV� RU� WRHV�� EXW� LW� ZDV� XQFOHDU�
then whether he would have perma-
nent brain damage.
$GGLQJ� WR� KLV� IDPLO\¶V� FROOHF-

WLYH� WUDXPD�� KH� WHVWHG� SRVLWLYH� IRU�
&29,'����²�IRUWXQDWHO\��KH�ZDV�DQ�
asymptomatic case — meaning his 
parents couldn’t join him in the hos-
pital. His mother got the shift sched-
ule for his nurses and called at the 
start of every shift for an update on 

KLV�FRQGLWLRQ��UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�IDPLO\�
members with medical backgrounds 
to better understand the treatments. 
:KHQ�WKH�WXEH�ZDV�UHPRYHG��WKH�

nurses set up a video call from the 
ICU. “We told him that we loved 
KLP��DQG�KH� VDLG�� µ,� ORYH�\RX� WRR�¶´�
.DUHQ� 0RRUH� UHPHPEHUHG�� VWLOO�
overcome with emotion nearly a year 
afterward. He was released from 
LQ�SDWLHQW�UHKDE�E\�0D\�����������

“We were headed home and I 
KDG� WKH� UDGLR� RQ�� DQG� KH�ZDV� VLQJ-
LQJ� WKH� ZRUGV� WR� HYHU\� VRQJ�́ � VKH�
smiled. Indicators like this gave 
Karen and Brian Moore reason to let 
WKHPVHOYHV�KRSH� IRU� WKH�EHVW��$IWHU�
VL[�ZHHNV� RI� SK\VLFDO� WKHUDS\�� 5RE�
0RRUH�UHWXUQHG�WR�ZRUN��SUDFWLFDOO\�
back to his old self. 
³+H�JHWV�WLUHG�RI�KHDULQJ�LW��EXW�KH�

LV�RXU�PLUDFOH�́ �VKH�VDLG��
$LU�&DUH� DVVLJQV� SDWLHQWV� D� FRGH�

name when they transport them. In 
0RRUH¶V�FDVH�� LW�ZDV�D�VHULHV�RI� OHW-
ters and numbers followed by “Vic-
tory.” 

The sedan he was driving was 
REYLRXVO\�WRWDOHG��DQG�0RRUH�GULYHV�
a pickup truck now. He named it 
³7RU\�́ � D� UHIHUHQFH� WR� WKDW� FRGH�
name. The paramedics and his par-
ents agreed that it’s a much better 
QDPH�WKDQ�³'RRP�6KLS�́ �$QG�QRZ��
0RRUH� VDLG�� KH� DOZD\V� ZHDUV� KLV�
seatbelt.

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@
fauquier.com

EMS, from page 5

Crash victim claims ‘Victory’ over head injury thanks to new advanced EMS interventions

COURTESY PHOTO
Rob Moore’s 2004 Nissan Maxima was 
severely damaged when it careened off 
Piney Mountain Road last April.
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By Coy Ferrell
Fauquier Times sTaFF WriTer

A 28-year-old man pleaded guilty 
Monday to involuntary manslaugh-
ter and another felony after pro-
viding his wife with a fatal dose of 
fentanyl in a Warrenton hotel room 
where they resided together last year. 

It marks a rare occasion when an 
individual is convicted criminally of 
causing another person’s drug-relat-
ed death.

Kenneth Olenslager now faces 10 
years in prison each for a manslaugh-
ter conviction and a felony drug dis-
tribution conviction. His wife, Lydia 
McGarry, 25, died on July 31, 2021, 

after overdosing on fentanyl and 
alprazolam, a generic anti-anxiety 
medication sold under brand name 
Xanax, according to a proffer of evi-
dence that Olenslager acknowledged 
Monday is factual. That evening 
Olenslager had purchased what he 
told police he thought was heroin, 
the proffer said, and provided it to 
McGarry. 

The substance in Olenslager’s 
possession at the hotel, however, 
was later tested and found to be 5.7 
grams of fentanyl, the proffer added. 
As little as 2 milligrams of fentanyl 
can be lethal, according to the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration.

As part of a plea agreement, 
prosecutors agreed to withdraw the 
charge of felony homicide that War-
renton police had originally pur-
sued against Olenslager. A two-hour 
sentencing hearing is scheduled for 
Sept. 27. Olenslager’s attorney told a 
judge Monday that he has received 
evidence “that I believe is mitigating 
in nature.” 

McGarry was originally from Phil-
adelphia, according to an obituary, 
and court records show that McGarry 
had lived in or around Culpeper Coun-
ty since at least 2014; her obituary list-
ed her address as Amissville. She and 
Olenslager had been married for two 
years, the obituary said. 

Man pleads guilty 
to manslaughter in 

wife’s overdose death

Kenneth Olenslager Lydia McGarry

By Robin Earl and Coy Ferrell
Fauquier Times sTaFF WriTers

County residents are heaving a sigh of relief as 
the most severe storm in recent memory fades into 
the record books. A series of violent thunderstorms 
focused on north-central Fauquier County brought 
with it heavy rain and winds exceeding 80 mph 
Wednesday, June 22, knocking out power to more 
than half of homes and businesses in the coun-
ty and more than 110,000 customers in the state. 
Some major highways in the county, along with 
many town streets and county back roads, were 
blocked by downed trees. Power outages persisted 
in some areas of the county until late Saturday. 

The storm cell that affected the Warrenton 
area was the result of a “downburst,” the Wash-
ington Post’s Capital Weather Gang reported. Af-
ter the cell formed over Purcellville at 4 p.m. June 
22, “The track of the storm took the violent core 
of wind just west of downtown Warrenton,” the 
Post reported. A similar cell affected the Freder-
icksburg area nearly 2 hours earlier.

FAUQUIER TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
Fortunately, no one was home when this tree fell 
on Waterloo Street.

Storm causes 
widespread damage 

but no injuries
Winds exceeded 80 mph 

during June 22 ‘downburst’

See STORM, page 10

See OLENSLAGER, page 7

Warrenton mayoral, 
town council candidates 

outline priorities
Three vie for two open seats 

on the town council
By Colleen LaMay  

Fauquier Times sTaFF WriTer  
In addition to congressional races, town of 

Warrenton residents will vote for new town 
council representatives when they go to the polls 
Nov. 8. Elections will be held for two at-large 
council seats and for the mayor.

See TOWN COUNCIL, page 5

Renard Carlos 
is running for 
mayor against 
incumbent 
Carter Nevill.
FAUQUIER TIMES 
FILE PHOTOS 

4th of July 
celebrations 
in Fauquier. 
See page 
12.

FAUQUIER HIGH 
GRAD JOE 

DOMBROWSKI 
TO RIDE IN TOUR 

DE FRANCE: 
Sports, PAGE 17
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to speak with a certified hyperbaric 
operator and learn how Hyperbaric 

Oxygen Therapy can help you!
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TODAY
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170 West Shirley Avenue
Suite 101, Warrenton, VA 20186
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“That smile that lit up the entire 
vicinity you were in will never be 
forgotten,” one person wrote about 
McGarry on a funeral home website. 
“You were so sweet no matter what 
life brought [your] way, and I’m so 
blessed to have been able to call you, 
my friend.”
Background

The investigation into McGarry’s 
death provides a rare public window 
into the lives of those gripped by de-
pendance on opioids and the difficulty 
of escaping that cycle, especially when 
one’s closest associates are struggling 
with the same dependency. 

McGarry “had been struggling 
with drug addiction for approximate-
ly five years,” according to an April 
27 affidavit written by Olenslager’s 
attorney, Blair Howard. McGarry had 
been admitted to an in-patient treat-
ment program in Texas in 2018, the 
affidavit said. Additionally, she “had 
experienced several episodes that ap-
peared to be an overdose in the days 
and months leading up to her death.” 

Like many people struggling 
with addiction, both McGarry and 
Olenslager had been convicted on mis-
demeanor drug possession charges.
Details of the case

By July 2021, Olenslager and Mc-
Garry had lived together at the Red 
Roof Inn in Warrenton “for some 
time,” according to the proffer. Mc-

Garry was taking Xanax at the time 
to cope with the symptoms of opioid 
withdrawal, Olenslager told police, 
according to the proffer of evidence. 
But Olenslager used “a few points” of 
heroin each day, the document said.  

The events leading to McGarry’s 
death began when Olenslager’s “usual 
[heroin] supplier stopped replying to 
his messages,” according to the prof-
fer. Olenslager “asked his wife if she 
knew anyone.” McGarry, who “was 
feeling unwell that day due to with-
drawal symptoms,” gave Olenslager 
the name of a friend who could sup-
ply them with heroin, the proffer said. 
Olenslager then contacted the friend, 
Amanda Ros, according to the proffer. 

At about 6:20 p.m., Olenslager 
traveled across the road to the Wawa 
gas station, where he met Ros and 
paid her $250 to purchase a drug — a 
substance he believed was heroin, ac-
cording to his statements to police as 
outlined in the proffer. After snorting 
some of the drugs in the gas station 
bathroom, Olenslager “returned to 
the hotel room and divided the heroin 
with Lydia and they both snorted at 
the same location,” the proffer said. 

Shortly before 9 p.m., a friend of 
the couple became concerned about 
McGarry’s welfare and “pushed her 
way inside” the hotel room where 
the couple lived, allegedly in spite of 
Olenslager’s objections. Olenslager 
“was wearing a backpack when he 
answered the door,” witnesses al-
legedly told detectives. There were 

also “several bags packed at the foot 
of the bed, which [the witnesses] 
found unusual because the couple 
had been residing in the room for 
some time,” the proffer said.

The friend found McGarry, “pur-
ple in color,” lying on the bed, the 
proffer said. The friend then called 
911 and performed CPR on McGar-
ry, while waiting for paramedics 
to arrive, according to the proffer, 
which added that the friend also di-
rected another person nearby to get 
help from hotel staff. 

Although paramedics arrived 
quickly and administered Narcan 
and performed CPR, McGarry was 
pronounced dead at a hospital within 
an hour, according to a search war-
rant affidavit filed by a Warrenton 
detective. An autopsy later found 
that McGarry had died from an 
overdose of alprazolam (Xanax) and 
fentanyl, according to the proffer.

At the scene, Olenslager “made sev-
eral conflicting statements and state-
ments that would later be determined 
to be inaccurate,” the proffer said, in-
cluding that McGarry had bought the 
drugs and that “there were no drugs in 
the room besides Lydia’s Xanax.” 

A few days later, detectives inter-
viewed Olenslager again and he said 
that he — not McGarry — met a 
woman named “Amanda” at the War-
renton Wawa, purchased drugs from 
her and returned to the hotel, where 
he provided some of the drugs to Mc-
Garry. “Much of the information pro-

vided in this interview was supported 
by information downloaded in the 
defendant’s cellphone activity from 
July 31, 2021,” the proffer said. This 
account was also confirmed by video 
surveillance footage from Wawa, ac-
cording to the proffer. “Ms. McGarry 
is not present for the transaction,” the 
document said.

Warrenton detectives charged 
Olenslager in December 2021, and 
he was arrested in the Eastern Shore 
region of Virginia. He has remained 
in custody since then.

Ros, who according to police 
records has no fixed address, was 
charged with felony drug distribu-
tion and missed a court hearing in 
April. She is currently wanted by 
law enforcement, according to the 
Warrenton Police Department. She 
has not been convicted of selling the 
drugs to Olenslager, that in turn, led 
to McGarry’s death.
Legal considerations

Drug overdoses, usually involving 
opioids or their synthetic counter-
parts, killed an average of 17 Fauquier 
County residents annually from 2016 
to 2020, the most recent year for which 
data is available from the Virginia 
Department of Health. Thousands of 
Virginians died during the same peri-
od. Rarely, though, is anyone charged 
criminally for facilitating those deaths, 
and convictions are even more rare.

Man pleads guilty to manslaughter in wife’s overdose death
OLENSLAGER, from page 1

See OLENSLAGER, page 8



Fauquier Times | www.fauquier.com | June 29, 20228      NEWS

Those that gathered in Courthouse Square stayed 
on the grass and remained quiet, holding up a wide 
range of signs, including, “The Hardest Decision A 
Woman has to Make IS NOT Yours!” and “THEY 
WON’T STOP WITH ROE,” written above a depic-
tion of a combined gay and trans pride flag. 

Most motorists driving by honked and waved 
in solidarity. One person drove by and yelled, 
“Abortion is murder.” Onlookers shouted back, 
“Then don’t have one.” No counter-protesters 
were present Friday. 

People who came to the protest expressed shock 
and worry about what the years ahead hold for wom-
en’s rights and for other constitutionally protected 
rights, such as gay marriage and birth control. 

Mara Seaforest, who wore a T-shirt proclaim-
ing “Pro Roe,” said she had undergone an abor-
tion in 1969. “It was illegal then, and I couldn’t get 

birth control because I wasn’t married.” A doctor 
performed the abortion in a hotel room with the 
TV turned way up. Seaforest thought the volume 
was up in case she made too much noise, alerting 
others to the doctor’s illegal procedure. 

“I grew up always believing that everyone has 
a choice to their own body, and that goes for a 
man or a woman,” said Chloe Lawson, who was 
at the protest with family. “Honestly, I grew up 
loving America, and now I don’t even want to 
celebrate the 4th of July.” She held a sign saying, 
“Keep your policies off my body.”

“It just kind of breaks my heart,” Carley Yates 
said of the court ruling. “I just hope that coming 
out here today I can help make a change and get 
everybody to see that this is an issue that needs to 
be talked about.”

Many protesters worried that overturning Roe 
v. Wade could put other constitutionally protected 
rights in danger under the conservative majority 

in the U.S. Supreme Court.  That included Kevin 
Berry, who came to the protest with a sign that 
read “MY GUN HAS MORE RIGHTS THAN 
WOMEN?!” 

“I’m just here to show my daughters that 
they need to fight for their rights,” said Chandra 
Albrittain.

Rina Stapp attended the protest dressed as 
Wonder Woman, attracting the attention of a 
5-year-old, Edith, who guessed Wonder Woman 
was at the protest to “help people.” 

Stapp agreed that overturning Roe v. Wade was 
a wrong that needs to be made right. “I feel it is a 
great travesty against women’s rights,” she said. 
“Many of these justices during their (nomination) 
hearings said that Roe v. Wade was precedent — 
implying that they wouldn’t touch it — and then 
one of the first things they all do together is over-
turn it,” Stapp said. 

Reach Colleen LaMay at clamay@fauquier.com  

100 gather to protest overturning of landmark Roe v. Wade
ROE V. WADE, from page 2

Residents 
gathered 
June 24 to 
protest the 
overturning 
of Roe v. 
Wade
FAUQUIER 
TIMES STAFF 
PHOTO/
COLLEEN 
LAMAY

As defined by the Code of Vir-
ginia, “The killing of one acciden-
tally, contrary to the intention of the 
parties, while in the prosecution of 
some felonious act,” constitutes felo-
ny homicide, with a sentence of five 
to 40 years in prison. 

Warrenton Police Chief Mike 
Kochis said Monday that the rela-
tively narrow constraints in Virgin-
ia law make it difficult to prosecute 
most drug distribution cases as ho-
micide. Federal law, he said, is more 
expansive in these cases. U.S. Code 
stipulates the sentence for drug dis-
tribution convictions is 20 years to 
life “if death or serious bodily inju-
ry results from the use of such sub-
stance.”

Under Virginia law, the victim 
must take the drug immediately 
and in the presence of the distrib-

utor for the case to be charged as 
homicide. “It all has to be one oc-
currence,” Kochis said, adding that 
the Olenslager case was a good op-
portunity to utilize state law. “It is 
important for people to know — if 
you’re going to come into town and 
distribute fentanyl … we’re going to 
charge you to the full extent of the 
law,” Kochis said. 

Kochis cautioned that drug cas-
es are often complicated and often 
intensely personal. “The reality is: 
Opioid addiction is something you 
can’t just stop,” he said. “And let’s be 
honest: There aren’t enough resourc-
es for it.” 

Fauquier County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Scott Hook ex-
pressed frustration Tuesday that it is 
difficult to get a murder conviction 
in drug-related deaths. In 2019, the 
Virginia General Assembly passed 
with overwhelming bipartisan sup-

port a bill that would have made it 
easier to pursue murder charges in 
drug distribution cases. But then-
Gov. Ralph Northam (D) vetoed the 
bill, saying the legislation “goes be-
yond drug dealers and would pun-
ish individuals who are themselves 
struggling with addiction.”

Hook said that the “state legisla-
ture tried and failed to give us the 
tools we need” to mitigate what he 
called a “devastating cancer on our 
society.” Distributing opioids “is 
no different than holding a gun to a 
person’s head,” he said. But the law 
as written means that “common-
wealth’s attorneys across the state 
have to be creative.” 

Olenslager’s attorney also ad-
dressed the case in a phone inter-
view Tuesday. “I don’t believe there 
was any intent whatsoever for my 
client to do harm to his wife,” How-
ard said. “That’s why we reached a 

resolution in the matter.”
Howard said that the evidence 

shows that both Olenslager and Mc-
Garry believed that they were in-
gesting heroin, not the much more 
potent fentanyl. It’s a national prob-
lem. Synthetic opioids now cause by 
far more deaths than any other drug, 
and users often don’t know that fen-
tanyl, which is relatively easy and 
inexpensive to manufacture, has 
been substituted. 

The desperation that comes with 
addiction clouds one’s judgement, 
Howard said. “This [case] is a very 
sad example of the opioid addiction 
problem that we have in this country, 
and particularly the poison fentanyl,” 
Howard said. “Unfortunately, there 
are consequences when people buy 
these kinds of drugs off the street. 
They have no idea of the danger.”

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@
fauquier.com

Man pleads guilty to manslaughter in wife’s overdose death
OLENSLAGER, from page 7
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In 1969, First Lady Patricia Nixon started the tradition of an annual gingerbread on display 

at the White House.   The 2022 White House Christmas Ornament features the White 

House adorned with candy canes, mints, gumdrops and swirled accents. The Official 
White House Christmas Ornament is hand-crafted in the United States from solid brass, 

screen printed with enamel inks, and packaged in a collectible box with a scented card 

outlining Patricia Nixon's gingerbread recipe.

Still $22.00 each
Available at

Rankin’s Furniture Store and Costello Hardware

THE WARRENTON LIONS CLUB PROUDLY PRESENTS

The 2022 Official White House Christmas Ornament 

You depend on us to keep the lights 
on 24/7. That’s why we work around 
the clock to safely provide you 
with the most reliable, affordable 
power possible. 

Last year alone, crews cleared more 
than 1,500 miles of right-of-way areas 
and removed 27,000 hazard trees. 
Tree maintenance is ongoing and 
crews continue to upgrade equipment 
in the power delivery system.

Why? Because reliability is everything.

because reliability 
is everything

Jury convicts two Manassas men for 
their role in ‘Trip’ Bopp’s murder

Davis sentenced to 82 years 
in prison; 52 years for Pereira 

By Coy Ferrell
Fauquier Times sTaFF WriTer

A verdict cannot bring back a son, broth-
er, cousin, nephew or friend. But the family of 
“Trip” Bopp, murdered at age 24 on a farm near 
Remington, got some consolation in a Leesburg 
courtroom last week. After deliberating for 
hours, a jury found two men guilty on all counts 
for their involvement in the events that led to 
Bopp’s death. 

The two Manassas men — Darren Davis, 37, 
and José Pereira, 33 — were each convicted of 
first-degree murder, armed burglary and conspir-
acy to commit burglary. The same jury sentenced 
Davis up to 82 years in prison. Pereira got up to 
52 years. (See box.)

Along with Martin Martinez, 31, another Manas-
sas resident who pleaded guilty to the murder before 
the trial, the men traveled to the farm April 22, ex-
pecting to steal a safe full of money from someone 

who lived near Bopp. But Jury Guerra, the 30-year-
old Woodbridge woman who initiated the plot, had 
directed them to the wrong house — Bopp’s house. 
(Guerra also pleaded guilty before the trial.) When 
Bopp returned home, interrupting the men ransack-
ing his house in a vain search for the safe, he was 
shot and killed. 

Who fired the shots that killed the young farm-
er may never be known for sure. Martinez testi-
fied that it was Davis. Pereira said it was Mar-
tinez. Investigators never recovered the murder 
weapon, and the only eyewitnesses to the murder 
were the conspirators themselves, each with a mo-
tive to pin the shooting on someone else. 

Under Virginia law, however, who pulled the 
trigger is largely irrelevant; anyone willingly 
participating in a burglary that results in a ho-
micide is guilty of first-degree murder. The jury 
rejected arguments from Pereira that he partic-
ipated under duress — and from Davis, whose 
attorney argued that he wasn’t even at the scene.
‘How can anyone describe the death of a child?’

Over the course of five days of evidence and 
arguments, Bopp’s parents and sister had to en-
dure in silence an excruciating retelling of their 
son and brother’s death. At a sentencing hearing 
on the afternoon of Wednesday, Sept. 28, they fi-
nally got to address the jury. 

“How can anyone describe the death of a 
child?” Sue Bopp, Trip’s mother, asked the jury. 
She showed them a photograph of Trip on the cov-
er of the Sept. 13, 2010, edition of “Country Folks 
Farm Chronicle.” Trip, 13, is holding the reins of 
his prized Holstein, named Mr. Sam. Her son had 
always loved farming more than anything else. His 
email address started with: “liketofarmallday.”

In the years before his death, he had matured 
into a responsible young adult, with plans to own 
his own dairy farm someday, testified Bopp’s 
mother. Nevertheless, Trip never gave up the 
childlike quirks and charm that made him an in-
stant friend to everyone he met. Showing family 
photos to the jury, she laughed that he seemed to 

wear the same dress shirt at every family gather-
ing. “He loved that shirt,” she smiled. 

Trip’s father, former Fauquier County Sherriff’s 
Office Major Charlie Bopp, sat in the witness box 
countless times over his decades-long career in 
law enforcement. But never, he explained to the 
jury, to testify on behalf of a victim. Charlie Bopp 
was a law enforcement officer, not a farmer. But 
after his father retired two years ago, Trip was de-
termined to make him one anyway.

Trip was dyslexic, Charlie Bopp told the jury. 
School was always hard for him, but he managed to 
overcome those challenges. “I’m not sure I told him 
enough how proud I was of him,” Charlie Bopp said. 

Darren Davis José Pereira

Sentencing details
The jury sentenced Darren Davis, whom 

co-conspirator Martin Martinez named as the 
triggerman, to 45 years in prison on the murder 
conviction, 30 years for armed burglary and 
seven years for conspiring to commit burglary. 
His attorney, Mark Williams, did not ask the jury 
for a lenient sentence; he requested only that the 
sentence be “fair.”

For José Pereira, the sentence broke down to 
30 years for murder, 20 years for armed burglary 
and two years for conspiring to commit burglary. 
No evidence presented at the trial indicated that 
Pereira was armed during the incident — only 
that he acted in concert with others in the events 
that led to Trip Bopp’s death, a fact defense 
attorney Eric Shamis emphasized to the jury.

Under Virginia law, Circuit Judge James Plowman 
will decide whether to suspend a portion of any of 
the jury’s sentences. Crucially, he will also decide 
whether those sentences will run consecutively — 
one after the other — or concurrently, which would 
result in much less prison time. He will announce his 
decision at a court hearing Jan. 26.

While both men technically avoided the life 
sentences the jury could have imposed, the 
sentences may amount to that anyway. Davis is 37 
years old; if Plowman imposes the jury’s sentence 
with consecutive prison terms, Davis will need to 
live to age 119 to be released. Pereira, 33, would 
be 85 years old when released. 

The Virginia General Assembly passed a 
law in the 1990s eliminating the possibility of 
discretionary parole for anyone convicted of 
a felony going forward. That means Davis and 
Pereira will serve whatever active prison terms 
Plowman orders.

The two co-conspirators, Martinez and Jury 
Guerra, pleaded guilty before the trial. They both 
face up to life in prison and will be sentenced by 
Plowman at a separate hearing Jan. 19.

More coverage online
Read detailed coverage from each day of the trial 
at fauquier.com.

A photo of Trip Bopp, then 13, showing Mr. Sam, his 
prized Holstein dairy cow, appeared on the Sept. 
13, 2010, edition of Country Folks Farm Chronicle.

See BOPP, page 9
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Celebrating Over 30 Years

Quality Furniture At Affordable Prices

Monday-Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 10am-5pm

Closed Sunday

Family Owned 
& Operated

360 Waterloo Street, Warrenton, VA
540-349-0617

ankinsR Furniture

in stock ready for pickup or delivery
(now thru October 29, 2022)

10000
OFF

$
When spending over $500

In Stock Items ONLY
Must present coupon at Rankin Furniture

Expires 10-29-2022

5000
OFF

$
When spending $250 - $499

In Stock Items ONLY
Must present coupon at Rankin Furniture

Expires 10-29-2022

7185 Burke Lane, Warrenton
540.347.5640 • LeeHighwayNursery.com

It’s Fall Yard Maintenance Time!

Lee Highway Nursery
Grounds Maintenance • Landscaping 

Fauquier Times - 5061140 - 10-3-2022

Let our Professional Landscaping 
Crews come to your home to complete 

your Fall  Maintenance!

We can help with your Fall/Winter to do list:
• Trimming Shrubs and Perennials as needed.
• Remove debris from beds.
• Apply fresh Mulch.
• Add a pop of color with some Fall Annuals.

Call us today for a free estimate!

Trip’s parents live about 3 miles 
away from where he lived near 
Remington; Trip’s father was one of 
the first to arrive on the scene after 
the murder. When he arrived, Char-
lie Bopp said that his law enforce-
ment training kicked in. But it was 
soon overcome by a greater force. 
“My father instincts brought me 
straight to him,” he remembered. 
He checked for a pulse; there was 
none. Kneeling next to Trip, Char-
lie Bopp prayed quietly until first 
responders arrived. 

Tatiana Bopp, Trip’s sister, told 
the jury that she had lost her best 
friend. The past year and a half 
have been “exhausting,” she said. “A 
nightmare.” Her relationship with 
him still gives her strength, she add-
ed. “Growing up with Trip, I learned 
the biggest lesson ever. It was not to 
give up.” 

Fauquier County Senior Assis-
tant Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Abigail Romero, who prosecut-
ed the case with help from Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Scott Hook, 
asked the jury to impose a life sen-
tence for both Davis and Pereira, 
acknowledging that calculating an 
appropriate sentence is difficult in 
such serious crimes. “I don’t know 
how to tell you how to quantify the 

loss of a human being, an inno-
cent 24-year-old who did nothing 
wrong,” she told them. 

She pointed to the defendants’ 
long criminal histories, which date 
back to when both men were juve-
niles. The “natural progression of 
their lives” had led to Bopp’s mur-
der, she said. “Put an end to that pro-
gression today. Make sure they don’t 
hurt anyone else.” 

The prospect of effective life 
sentences for both Davis and 
Pereira also emphasized that there 
are often more innocent bystand-
ers than are immediately obvious. 
Pereira, the jury heard, has three 
children. Davis has four. They will 
likely never see their fathers out-
side of prison.

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@
fauquier.com

BOPP, from page 6

Jury convicts two Manassas men 
for their role in ‘Trip’ Bopp’s murder

“I don’t know how 
to tell you how to 
quantify the loss of 
a human being, an 
innocent 24-year-
old who did nothing 
wrong.”

ABIGAIL ROMERO
Fauquier County Senior Assistant 

Commonwealth’s Attorney


