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CRIME & COURTS

‘Papa Thighe shot me’

BY JULIA SHANAHAN
Rappahannock News Sta�

As part of a deal with prosecutors, 
Rappahannock County resident Thighe 
Kavanagh a�er just one full day of wit-
ness testimony on Jan. 20 pled guilty to 
shooting his granddaughter in the an-
kle, with Commonwealth Attorney Art 
Go� saying “he’s scared to death.”

Kavanagh’s trial began Jan. 19 a�er 
more than a year of pandemic-related in-
terruptions and two failed attempts to 
convene a jury in Rappahannock Coun-
ty. The trial took place in the Fauquier 
County Circuit Court.

Kavanagh initially pled not guilty 
to six felony charges connected to 
him shooting his granddaughter in 
the ankle in July 2019 in what the 
prosecution called a “drunken rage.” 
Kavanagh’s two grandchildren, the 
victim and her brother, testi�ed on 
Jan. 19 and recounted details of hid-
ing in the bathroom and hearing gun-
shots the day of the shooting.

Kavanagh changed his plea to guilty 
before court began on the second day. 
Kavanagh could face more than 40 years 
in prison for the use of a �rearm in a felo-
ny, reckless use of a gun causing perma-
nent injury, malicious shooting near an 
occupied building, disregarding the life 
of a child and seriously injuring a child.

“It didn’t go the way he expected yes-
terday,” Go� said a�er the trial’s �rst 
day. Kavanagh’s attorneys called Go� 
Thursday morning before court asking 
for a deal, Go� said.

Since he pleaded guilty, the aggravat-
ed malicious wounding charge will be 
reduced to ordinary malicious wound-
ing, dropping the maximum possible 
sentence for that charge from life im-
prisonment to 20 years. As another part 
of the agreement, the prosecution will 
drop the charge of felony possession of 
a �rearm and ammunition, which was 
going to be tried at a later date.

Public defender David Walls, who 
represented Kavanagh, said the defen-
dant decided overnight to resolve the 
case, but would not speak to how Kava-
nagh was feeling a�er a full day of tes-
timony. Walls also would not say what 
he hopes the sentencing decision will 
be, but said he has “some ideas for what 
to present.”  

The maximum sentence for each 
charge ranges from �ve and 10 years, 
and Kavanagh could face up to 20 years 
for malicious wounding. Judge Dennis 
Hupp will determine sentencing a�er 
the presentence trial this spring.

The trial was originally scheduled to 
end on Jan. 21 prior to Kavanagh reach-
ing a plea agreement. Thursday’s pro-
ceedings were subsequently cut short.

Kavanagh will appear again at the 
Fauquier County Circuit Court on April 
18 at 1 p.m. for a pre-sentencing trial. 
Because Kavanagh has out-of-state con-
victions, Go� said a pre-sentence report 
will take about 60 days to complete.

Kavanagh is a convicted felon in New 
York, Florida and South Carolina and 
has a 30-year record of criminal behav-
ior, including numerous charges involv-
ing the� and drug and alcohol o�enses.

In July 2019, Kavanagh shot his 
5-year-old granddaughter in the ankle 
in a “drunken rage” at his father Ed-
mund Kavanagh’s residence on Tiger 
Valley Road. 

On the trial’s �rst day, the jury also 
heard testimony from the doctor who 
treated Kavanagh’s granddaughter at the 
Fauquier Hospital, the children’s foster 
mom and one of Kavanagh’s neighbors. 

If the trial had continued into Thursday, 
the jury would have heard from forensic 
scientists and Rappahannock County 
Sheri�’s deputies who responded to the 
incident in July 2019.

Deputies responded to the incident 
a�er Kavanagh’s granddaughter arrived 
at the Fauquier Hospital. Kavanagh’s 
wife Sherry Dytrych told a deputy that 
Kavanagh was trying to shoot a snake 
and the bullet ricocheted and hit the 
5-year-old in the ankle.

Go� told the judge on the second day 
that when law enforcement o�cers ar-
rived at Kavanagh's residence, he was 

passed out on a lawn chair outside the 
home and became “belligerent” when 
one of the deputies woke him. Kavana-
gh then told law enforcement that there 
were no �rearms in the home.

Law enforcement found six bullet 
holes in the home, including a spent bul-
let in the bathroom that was a match to 
the pistol found in the home. There was 
also red paint on the weapon that was a 
match to red paint on Kavanagh’s hands. 

“A BLAST” THROUGH HER ANKLE
Go� and Fauquier County Assistant 

Commonwealth Attorney Roshni Dhil-
lon were the prosecutors overseeing the 
case, and public defenders David Walls 
and Paul Fore represented Kavanagh.

During opening statements, Dhillon 
told jurors that Kavanagh was heavily 
intoxicated at the time of the incident 
and that his “drunken rage put a bullet 
hole through a �ve-year-old’s foot.” Fore 
argued that the Rappahannock County 
Sheri�’s O�ce did not complete a thor-
ough investigation, saying only two out 
of the �ve people present at the shooting 
were tested for gunshot residue on their 
hands.

In July 2019, the two children, orig-
inally from South Carolina, were liv-
ing at Edmund Kavanagh’s home for 
the summer with their grandparents, 
Thighe Kavanagh and Sherry Dytrych, 
all of whom were in the home at the time 
of the shooting.

Kavanagh’s grandchildren, who are 
now nine and 12 years old, both tes-
ti�ed on the trial’s �rst day and had 
di�culty remembering details of 
what happened the day of the inci-
dent, such as what they were doing 
before it occurred and speci�c things 
adults said before and a�er the shoot-
ing (The Rappahannock News does 
not name minors). One grandchild 

wrongly identi�ed Thighe Kavanagh 
in the courtroom, pointing instead to 
Fore.

But, both children testi�ed that 
they were hiding in the bathroom af-
ter hearing an argument between Ka-
vanagh and Dytrych.

Walls objected to allowing the old-
er grandchild, 12, to testify because of 
lies he told law enforcement o�cers 
a�er the shooting, like how Kavana-
gh “killed 100 people” and kept a ma-
chine gun in the living room, both of 
which are not true.

The child told the prosecution that 
Kavanagh told him those things and 
that he believed them to be true at the 
time. Judge Dennis Hupp denied the 
defense’s objection, saying the child 
was competent to testify.

The younger grandchild, who at 
the time was �ve years old, said she 
remembered feeling scared and went 
into the bathroom at the direction 
of her older brother, who was nine at 
the time the incident occurred. In an 
interview shown to the jury between 
the alleged victim and someone at the 
Child Advocacy Center, the child re-
counted feeling “a blast” go through 
her ankle, saying “Papa Thighe shot 
me.”

Her brother testi�ed that he re-
membered hearing a gunshot and get-
ting hit with tiles that broke o� the 
wall during the shooting.

A�er the shooting, both children 
testi�ed that they, along with Dytrych 
and Edmund Kavanagh, got into their 
car to go to the hospital, and Thighe 
Kavanagh stood in the driveway in 
front of the car, pointing a gun at the 
windshield before they drove o�. 

Kavanagh remains in custody at 
the RSW Regional Jail, where he’s 
been held for the past 30 months.

Kavanagh pleads guilty 
to shooting granddaughter, 
awaits sentencing

BY JULIA SHANAHAN

�ighe Kavanagh is led back to jail a�er his plea in Fauquier County Circuit Court last �ursday.

“It didn’t go the way he 
expected yesterday,” 
Commonwealth Attorney 
Art Go� said a�er the 
trial’s first day. Kavanagh’s 
attorneys then called 
Go� before court the next 
morning and asked for a 
deal, Go� said.



BY JULIA SHANAHAN
Rappahannock News Sta�

A Charlottesville couple thought 
they would never see their John Deere 
tractor again a�er it was stolen from a 
farm three years ago. That was until 
this past February when they woke 
up to a note duct taped to their mail-

box with information about the miss-
ing tractor.

“YOU NEED TO CHECK … SPER-
RYVILLE VA … FOR YOUR MISSING 
JOHN DEERE TRACTOR!!!! ITS IN 
YOUR GOOD INTEREST TO CHECK 
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Bobby 
Marks 
secures 
his tractor 
on a 
flatbed 
trailer 
a�er 
recovering 
it from a 
property in 
Sperrville.

‘I can’t make this up’
Charlottesville couple reunites with 

tractor in Rapp years after it was stolen

BY JULIA SHANAHAN

BY HOLLY JENKINS

Students in the Pathways Academy program take hands-on courses to learn life skills, like 
basic car maintenance. Students learned from mechanics at the RCPS bus shop during one 
Pathways course.

BY JULIA SHANAHAN
Rappahannock News sta�

The Rappahannock County Public Schools is 
running a four-week scholarship program 
with a grant from the PATH Foundation for 

high school students aimed at teaching skills that 
will prepare them for life a�er graduation.

Through a program called the Pathways 
Academy, the schools are sponsoring 21 students 
to take courses that teach skills like basic car 
maintenance, budgeting and how to dress for 
a job interview. Each student receives a $1,000 

Building critical life skills at 
summertime ‘Pathways Academy’

See PATHWAYS, Page 17

BY BEN PETERS
Rappahannock News sta�

O�cials with The Rappahannock County Public 
Library remain unsure if they will accept an o�er 
from Rush River Commons to move into an expan-
sion of the development that remains at the mercy of 
Washington Town Council and the Rappahannock 
County Board of Supervisors reaching an agree-
ment on adjusting the town’s boundary.

Some members of the Library Board of Trust-
ees would prefer to not leave the library’s current 
location just outside the Town of Washington as 
concerns loom about deferred maintenance on the 
building, while others wish to bring it back into the 
town where it once stood.

But as the trustees weigh all their options, they’re 

See LIBRARY, Page 12
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While it is not always the case 
that friends serve as adequate 
replacements for family in the 
lives of older people, they do 
provide a “convoy of social 
support.” This term is used to 
describe the network of social 
relationships that people rely 
upon as they go through life. As 
such, friends can be viewed as an 
important source of support, 
particularly during the later years 
of life. At this time, friends can 
step into roles once occupied by 
spouses and other family 
members who have passed. In 
this way, friends offer substitute 
networks and activities that may 
replace work and family and act 
as a buffer against an individual’s 
earthly concerns.

Friends can play an important 
part in a commemoration 
service. They can offer 
testimonials that recall endearing 
remembrances of the deceased. 
Their presence is powerful, and 
helps to personalize the event. 
Contact MOSER FUNERAL 
HOME today at (540) 
347-3431. We are here for you, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
You are invited to tour our 
facility, conveniently located at 
233 Broadview Ave., Warrenton. 
Be sure to ask about our 
BRIGHT VIEW 
CEMETERY, located just 
outside of Warrenton.

“Walking with a friend in 
the dark is better than 

walking alone 
in the light.”

Helen Keller

THE SUPPORT OF FRIENDS
While it is not always the case that friends serve 
as adequate replacements for family in the lives of 
older people, they do provide a “convoy of social 
support.” This term is used to describe the network 
of social relationships that people rely upon as they 
go through life. As such, friends can be viewed as 
an important source of support, particularly during 
the later years of life. At this time, friends can step 
into roles once occupied by spouses and other 
family members who have passed. In this way, 
friends offer substitute networks and activities that 
may replace work and family and act as a buffer 
against an individual’s earthly concerns.

Friends can play an important part in a commem-
oration service. They can offer testimonials that 
recall endearing remembrances of the deceased. 
Their presence is powerful, and helps to person-
alize the event. Contact MOSER FUNERAL 
HOME today at (540) 347-3431. We are here 
for you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You are 
invited to tour our facility, conveniently located at 
233 Broadview Ave., Warrenton. Be sure to ask 
about our BRIGHT VIEW CEMETERY, locat-
ed just outside of Warrenton.

“Walking with a friend in 
the dark is better than walking alone 

in the light.”
Helen Keller

GRAVE MARKERS AND 
MONUMENTS

Grave markers, headstones, and monuments 
are lasting memorials to our loved ones. 
Purchasing them can be an overwhelming and 
emotional experience, especially if  it is being 
made during a difficult time. However, it can 
also be a rewarding experience. Grave markers 
come in various colors, styles, and materials. 
The funeral home of  your choosing is the 
best option for purchasing grave markers and 
monuments. Funeral homes are well versed in 
the requirements for each cemetery since they 
have rules and regulations that govern the size, 
material, and types of  markers they permit on 
their grounds, which can vary from cemetery 
to cemetery. The funeral home will contact the 
cemetery directly to ensure all requirements 
have been met.

What can make the selection of  a grave 
marker challenging is the wide range of  styles, 
colors, and materials that are available. Having 
many choices is good as it allows you to create 
a memorial that truly reflects the personality 
of  the deceased and expresses the impact he or 
she made on the lives of  those who cared for 
them. To learn more about the funeral services 
at MOSER FUNERAL HOME, please call 
(540) 347-3431. We welcome you to stop 
by our tastefully appointed facility at 233 
Broadview Ave., Warrenton, and be sure to ask 
about our BRIGHT VIEW CEMETERY, 
located just outside of  Warrenton.

“Death is a delightful hiding place 
for weary men.” 

– Herodotus

123 W. Spencer Street ♦ Culpeper, VA 22701 
countrywatersystems.com 

 Water Treatment Equipment 

 Well Pump Replacement 

 Water Line Repair & Installation 

 Water System Checks & Testing 

Sales & Service 

(540) 825-2781 

Water Treatment Equipment • Well Pump Replacement
Water Line Repair & Installation
Water System Checks & Testing

SALES & SERVICE
540-825-2781 • countrywatersystems.com

123 W. Spencer Street, Culpeper

 � e Town of Washington’s Planning 
Commission has rescheduled its regular 
June 27 meeting on to now occur on 
Friday, July 15, at 3 p.m. at Town Hall.

Meetings & Notices

Tax Relief
Deadline

Please call or email to apply
Commissioner of the Revenue

540-675-5370 
magraham@

rappahannockcountyva.gov

The deadline to apply for tax 

22
relief for the elderly and 
disabled is July 1, 20 . 

Household income limits 
 are $0 - $34,020

6/9, 6/16, 6/23

INTO THIS ASAP,” the note said.
The Albemarle couple, Judy and 

Bobby Marks, called the Rappahan-
nock County Sheri� ’s O  ce and made 
the drive from their home in Charlot-
tesville with a � atbed trailer on Feb. 
17. The couple was reunited with their 
$30,000 tractor — which had been 
missing for three years — at the home 
of a person they had never met before. 
Marks said they were leasing the trac-
tor to a farm near Charlottesville when 
it was stolen in February 2019.

“I told my friends, ‘I can't make this 
up,’” said Judy Marks. “I cannot make 
this up. It is just ridiculous. We never, 
ever thought we would get this back. 
Never ever.”

The anonymous note and the cou-
ple’s call to the Rappahannock Coun-
ty Sheri� ’s O  ce led to the arrest of 
Sperryville resident Christy Keys on 
June 17 a� er being accused by police 
of possessing stolen property. She was 

later released a� er posting a $7,500 
bond, according to an o  cial in the 
Rappahannock County General Dis-
trict Court. Commonwealth Attorney 
Art Go�  declined to answer any ques-
tions about the case.

Judy Marks � rst called the Albe-
marle County Sheri� ’s O  ce when 
she found the note on her mailbox in 
February. That’s when she learned the 
tractor was never o  cially entered into 
the department’s records as stolen due 
to a clerical error. The department con-
� rmed the mistake with the Rappahan-
nock News.

So, for the past three years, no one 
was o  cially investigating the the� . 
The Rappahannock County Sheri� ’s 
O  ce ultimately took over the case, 
reuniting the Marks with their tractor 
and opening an investigation into other 
potentially stolen items found on Keys’ 
property.

“That was a big loss for them,” said 
Rappahannock County Sheri�  Con-
nie Compton in a February interview. 
“And I'm just happy that we were able 
to recover that for them, and I think 

the Marks were happy… they came and 
picked it up and took it on home.”

The tractor was found on Keys’ 
property with the serial number 
scratched o� , but the tractor was able 
to be identi� ed with a serial number 
still on the battery, according to a 
Rappahannock sheri� ’s deputy who 
was on the property when the trac-
tor was recovered. The tractor was 
in good condition and there were no 
parts missing.

In a February interview with Keys, 
she said she did not know the trac-
tor on her property was stolen. Keys 
implicated another individual in 
the the�  of the tractor, but no other 
charges have been brought forward.

Keys wrote to the Rappahannock 
News on Tuesday that she’s “being 
charged for something she knew 
nothing about” and that if she had 
known the tractor was stolen, she 
wouldn’t have kept it on her property.

Rappahannock County Sheriff’s 
Captain Jim Jones would not provide 
any information on the investiga-
tion.
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Great Properties; Great Realtors! 

This 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath custom colonial on 5 acres of park-like land just minutes from 
Sperryville offers all of the benefit of country living in a tidy package. The home is situat-
ed on a small knoll overlooking a pond with stunning southern mountain views. In addi-
tion to the large front porch, the home also features an expansive rear deck that stretches 
from the owners suite along the living room all the way to the kitchen. Enjoy a cocktail on 
the porch as you watch the sunset over the mountains. $625,000

Red Oak View, Sperryville

Rare one acre lot just outside of Flint Hill waiting for you. The property has easy access to every-
thing Rappahannock offers-plus easy access to I-66. The front of the lot features an old stone wall 
that adds historic charm and presence. The wall would make a grand entrance to your new home. 
Best of all, the lot already has a certified four-bedroom perc. $89,000

Little Long Mountain, Huntly Oldway Art Center, Sperryville
Oldway Art Center has a prime retail location with long frontage on busy Lee Highway just 
west of the village of Sperryville and about two miles from the SNPark. In addition to the 
excellent location, the complex includes several outbuildings and specialized studios, 7.4 AC
of commercial and industrial zoning, plus 18.6 AC of RR zoning.  $675,000

An elegant retreat on 15 acres in the heart of Rappahannock County. The approx. 5300 Sq. 
Ft. house features one level living with 7 BR, 8.5 BA, 4 fireplaces, a woodstove, gourmet 
kitchen, beautiful woodwork, interior courtyard, great room, game room, 2 garages and 
more. Currently operating as a short-term rental. $1,449,000

Fair Haven, Castleton
The secluded 15 AC property with mature trees and gardens both in Rappahannock and Cul-
peper County has plenty of room to roam and features a small pond, fenced areas, and a large, 
detached carport with several other outbuildings handy for storage. The one-level 3 BR/1.5 BA
rambler has wood floors throughout. The primary bedroom features its own covered porch. 
The kitchen area leads to a screened porch with rear and side sundecks that overlook the acre-
age. Includes a whole house generator. $435,000

Cedar Hill,Castleton

New Listing! Sold

Heidi Lesinski

Main Street, Washington
Cheri Woodard Realty is pleased to announce the sale of this historic home
and studio in the Town of Washington.

Heidi Lesinski represented the seller in this transaction. 

New Listing! 
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� e following home and land transfers 
were recorded at the Rappahannock 
County Circuit Court Clerk’s O�  ce June 
11-15:

Wakefi eld
Goetzwilhelm Pahl to Greg S. Rippel 

and Marie S. Rippel, trustees of the 
Greg S. Rippel and Marie S. Rippel 
Revocable Trust, 12.1225 acres and 
53.1466 acres, $2,080,000, deed 
bargain sale, general warranty, tax 
map 12-44

PERMITS
Kim Newcamp, Castleton, renewal, 

no consideration
Lyndon F. Pittinger, Amissville, solar 

array, $63,800
Mark S. Stoddard, trustee, Amissville, 

Comcast power, $1,250
Malcolm Brown, trustee, Castleton, 

generator, $11,550.00
David B. Dowler, Flint Hill, dwelling, 

$650,000

TRACTOR
From Page 1

Down Memory Lane Compiled from the Rappahannock News archives by Jan Clatterbuck

July 27, 1978
YOU CAN’T KEEP A GOOD THING QUIET

Try as one may, it’s di  cult to keep 
a good thing quiet, as many natives 
have discovered as they watch the 
continuing caravan of tourists who 
wind their way into Rappahannock 
each weekend.

Seeking the county’s most 
available commodities, natural 
beauty and relaxing atmosphere, 
they come looking for a temporary 
niche of their own. For some, that 
place is Piney River Campground, 
located one mile east of Sperryville 
on Route 612, better known as Old 
Hollow.

Managed by Cindy and Eddie 
Wayland, the 70 acre camping area 
is a virtual melting pot for tourists.

Though visited most frequently 
by residents of the Washington D.C. 
area. Dutch, German and French 
campers are not unusual, according 
to Cindy.

Organized about 10 years ago by
Medreck Bell, the camp consists 
of 55 sites, most of which are located 
in an apple orchard forming part of 
the grounds. Aside from bathhouse 
facilities, the only other structures 
there are a shelter for ping pong, 
horseshoe pitching equipment and a 
small store which adjoins the house 
where the Waylands and their eight-
month-old daughter Sarah lives.

For Cindy, a Rappahannock 
High French and English teacher, 
and Eddie, an employee with the 

postal service, management and 
maintenance of the campground is 
an almost never ending job.

“We love living here — but it can 
be confining,” says the young couple 
who must be available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, from May 
until October.

March 8, 1979
MARY CLEVERLEY PLANS 
RETIREMENT

Electoral Board members, county 
government employees and friends 
feted Mrs. Mary Cleverley with 
a retirement party in the Health 
Department offices last week.

Jack Carney on behalf of the 
electoral board presented her with a 
pendant engraved with her initials 
and on the reverse “Registrar 3-1-71 to 

2-28-79.” He praised Mrs. Cleverley, 
who served two terms as General 
Registrar for Rappahannock County, 
for her dedicated service.

A self-described “damn Yankee” 
(she was born, raised and married 
in Massachusetts near Cape Cod), 
Mrs. Cleverley will retire to a home 
in the village of Flint Hill. The house 
itself is a testimony to “Yankee 
ingenuity.” A full year of planning 
went into the design of the house, 
which is essentially barrier free to 
allow freedom of movement for even 
someone confined to a wheelchair. 
She does not need the special 
features herself.

Mrs. Cleverley describes her 
house as an example of how living 
quarters can be constructed to 
accommodate handicapped and 
elderly persons.



This week
COMMENT ..........................14-15
DOWN MEM. LANE................. 14
MEETINGS & NOTICES.......... 19
OBITUARIES.............................20
CLASSIFIEDS, LEGALS ...22-23

‘We’re at a deficit’: Supervisors lament Whitson’s absence from government

THURSDAY,  SEP TEMBER 1 ,  2022 $1

rappnews.com

145th Year • No. 34

Rapp student loan 
borrowers reflect on 
debt forgiveness plan
“It's a relief, because who doesn't 
want a little help now and again?... And 
how is it getting paid for?”  Page 10

BY JULIA SHANAHAN
Rappahannock News sta�

Shannon Ennis’ background as a 
Rappahannock County Fire and Rescue 
volunteer did not prepare her to see her own 

home engulfed in �ames last week, bringing out 

volunteers from every �re and rescue company in 
the county.

Ennis’ Gid Brown Hollow residence caught 
�re last Tuesday around 8:30 a.m. She and her 
husband, Robert, were at work, and her two kids, 
ages six and eight, were at school. Ennis said she 

got an alert on her phone of a �re in Washington, 
and realized it was her own address.

“I feel like, probably in any type of loss, you 
see it, but maybe you're not believing it,” Ennis 

See WHITSON, Page 18

‘Everything we own fits in a milk crate’
Community rallies around Ennis family following fire that left their home in ashes

BY BEN PETERS
Rappahannock News sta�

As Hampton Supervisor Keir Whit-
son’s absence from county government 
continues for more than a month with-
out a clear end in sight, members of the 

Rappahannock County Board of Super-
visors said the lack of his presence at 
meetings alters the body dynamic.

Whitson, who was hospitalized af-
ter su�ering a heart attack on July 28 
while visiting his parents in Wiscon-

sin, is expected to miss another Board 
of Supervisors meeting on Sept. 7, ac-
cording to Chair and Wake�eld Super-
visor Debbie Donehey. He’s also been 
absent from a number of other public 
meetings, including the Broadband 

Authority and Planning Commission, 
which he chairs.

The current state of Whitson’s 
health is not clear; he has not returned 

See ENNIS, Page 12

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

�e Ennis family stands on what used to be the main door of their home in Gid Brown Hollow.
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“I'm living through the ‘we are Rappahannock’ motto right now’...
I know everybody knows Rappahannock is special, but you just really 

see it in these times of need.” 
SHANNON ENNIS

said. “Each day it almost gets worse, 
because reality sets in when you 
wake up in the morning, and it's not a 
nightmare. It's true.”

The �re reignited �ve times between 
last Tuesday and Thursday, prompting 
additional emergency calls to the �re 
and rescue companies. All that is le� of 
the home is the foundation. The family 
has been staying in a hotel since last 
week and is looking for rentals in the 
county.

Ennis said an investigator found 
the cause of the �re to be electrical and 
started in the middle of the home. The 
family lost everything, Ennis said, but 
was able to salvage her grandmother’s 
wedding albums. “Everything we own 
�ts in a milk crate,” she said.  

She said that the night before, her 
kids fell asleep on the couch a�er 
shopping for party favors for her 
daughter’s birthday. Ennis said that if 
her family had been in the house during 
the time of the �re, the only way out of 
the family room — where her kids were 
sleeping and where the �re started — 
would have been through a window.

“I think more about all their little 
things,” Ennis said. “My daughter 
wanted me to keep every little 
schoolwork she did … And I'll never 
see that stu� again. They had made me 
hand prints when they were little. It's 
those types of things that hurt 
the most, because when people 

ENNIS
From Page 1

PHOTOS BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

Shannon  and Robert “Punkin” Ennis with their children, Marissa, 8, and Justin, 6.

Marissa Ennis finds a burnt purse with an intact matching wallet amongst the debris.
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tell you everything can be replaced, 
that's not true.”

As of now, Ennis said they plan 
to rebuild their home in Gid Brown 
Hollow, saying they’ve lived there for 
19 years and love their neighbors. She 
said one of her biggest concerns will be 
if insurance, along with money raised by 
the community, will be enough to cover 
the costs of rebuilding, especially with 
the increased cost of building materials 
and interest rates on loans. 

LIVING THE ‘WE ARE 
RAPPAHANNOCK’ MOTTO

Members of the Rappahannock 
County community did not hesitate 
to show support for the Ennis family 
soon a�er the tragedy. “I've cried so 
much, but it's only been because of the 
generosity and love from our friends 
and community,” Ennis said.

Kim Williams, Ennis’ coworker at 
the Fauquier County GIS Department, 
said when she saw Ennis run out of 
work last week to tend to the emergency, 
she knew she had to step up and help. 
Williams organized a fundraiser for the 
family through GoFundMe shortly a�er 
the incident. Since Aug. 24, the fund 
has raised more than $29,000, and it 
continues to grow.

“We wanted to be there so that the 
community would have a way to help 
Shannon,” Williams said. “She's done 
so much to touch so many people, and 
we knew that a lot of people would 

want to reach out and help her too.”
The initial fundraising goal was 

set at $10,000, but that goal was 
exceeded in the �rst 24 hours. More 
than 200 people have donated to the 
family, some leaving messages of 
encouragement and donating as much 
as $1,000 at a time.

Rappahannock resident Heather 
Farmer, Ennis’ best friend and Girl 
Scout co-leader, said she’s been working 
to organize everyone’s donations and 
�elding questions for the family so that 
they don’t receive multiples of items 
or something they don’t need at the 
moment. 

Farmer said she knew there were 
some gi� bags that were lost in the 
�re that were for their Girl Scouts for 
selling cookies, and one of the �rst 
things she did a�er hearing the news 

Justin Ennis 
takes a shovel 
to some of the 

debris of his 
former home.

was to make sure those items could be 
replaced.

“So I walked up [to her house a�er 
the �re] and I gave her a hug, and the 
�rst thing she says is, ‘oh, the cookie 
rewards,’” Farmer said. “So I was able 
to just take her face in my hands and be 
like, ‘don't worry about it. I've handled 
that.’”

Ennis said she has been 
overwhelmed by the support and 
generosity from members of the 
community. She said they’ve received 
clothes, children’s toys and food, 
along with cash donations and other 
fundraisers. 

“I'm living through the ‘we are 
Rappahannock’ motto right now,” 
Ennis said, referring to a slogan coined 
by Rappahannock County Public 
Schools. “... It's just people checking on 

you and the church o�ering you home 
cooked meals, because of course, we 
haven't had one of them since the �re. I 
know everybody knows Rappahannock 
is special, but you just really see it in 
these times of need.” 

On Sunday, Sept. 4, resident Christie 
Atkins will host a bake sale from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Quicke Mart, and all 
proceeds will go directly to the Ennis 
family. All donations are welcomed, 
whether it be monetary or baked goods.

There is a station to collect 
donations for the Ennis family at 
Atlantic Union Bank in Rappahannock, 
located at 7 Bank Rd. in Washington. 
They will accept monetary and non-
monetary donations. Those with 
questions can contact Angie Shavatt 
at angela.shavatt@atlanticunionbank.
com or 540-987-8384.

�e former 
door to the 
home’s main 
entrance.

HOW TO HELP
 The Ennis Household Recovery Fund 
on GoFundMe: rappnews.link/rh5

 Donation station at Atlantic Union 
Bank off U.S. 211

 Bake sale at Quicke Mart on Sunday, 
Sept. 4




