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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11

Volume 101 Number 9

SMITHFIELD TIMES
THE
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about the lack of high speed internet
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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double murder 
still unsolved

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

It’s been 35 years since an 
Isle of Wight County sher-
iff’s deputy on nighttime pa-
trol found 20-year-old David 
Knobling’s pickup truck parked 
at the Ragged Island wildlife ref-
uge – doors closed but unlocked, 
driver’s side window down and 
its radio left playing with no 
one inside.

Two days later, on Sept. 23, 
1987, a beachcomber discov-
ered the bodies of Knobling 

and 14-year-old Robin Edwards 
lying on Ragged Island’s shore-
line roughly a mile from the 
James River Bridge. Both had 
been shot in the back of the head 
at close range.

The double murder remains 
unsolved, one of several de-
cades-old crimes now listed in 
an online Virginia State Police 
database of cold cases that de-
buted in June.

Janette Edwards Santia-
go, Robin’s older sister, re-
members her younger sibling 

State PoliceDivision FiveCase: 89-14127

Homicide

Incident date: 
09/23/1987
Location: 
Isle of Wight County

other facts

Robin Margaret Edwards

David Lee Knobling

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run 
for office?

I truly love this town that I 
have called home since 1982. I have 
demonstrated this commitment by 
serving as a town police officer, 
Virginia state trooper, county 
chief deputy sheriff and as chief 
of police. I have also served as the 
deputy chief and chief of the Vir-
ginia Marine Police before serving 
under three governors as com-
missioner of Marine Resources. 

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run 
for office?

I love the commonwealth of 
Virginia, raised in Richmond, 
graduated college here and lived 
31 years in Virginia Beach. I’m a 
semiretired business owner and 
have the time to give back to my 
community. I have no business/
financial interests in the Town 
of Smithfield for personal gains. 
I understand when to invest in a 
business or project for the right 

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run for 
office?

I am running for reelection. 
When I ran my first term, people 
would say, “Valerie, I didn’t know 
you were interested in politics,” 
and I would tell them, “I am not.” I 
do not look at what I do as political, 
but one of service. My campaign 
was run on being transparent, 
open and honest. This position 
has allowed me to serve, listen 
and make decisions that have/will 

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run 
for office?

I decided to run for reelection 
to the Town Council because these 
past four years I have learned a lot 
about town government and there 
is more to learn. I want to be part 
of making Smithfield a better place 
to live, work and raise children.

2. What should be Smith-
field’s top priority right now?

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run for 
office?

Simply put, I love Smithfield. It 
is a special place, and I consider it 
a privilege and duty to make it the 
best possible place to live, work and 
visit. Over the course of my tenure 
as council member and mayor, I’ve 
enjoyed getting to know our citi-
zens, listening to their concerns, 
and helping to resolve issues by 
working with the Town Council 
and staff. It’s my desire to do all that 

Election ’22

Steve 
Bowman

Jeff 
Brooks

Valerie 
Butler

Anthony 
“Wayne” Hall

T. Carter 
Williams

Smithfield Town Council
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A new Virginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles customer service 
center in Smithfield will require 
more than three times the maxi-

mum number of parking spaces 
allowed under the town’s zoning 
ordinance, according to the proj-
ect’s developer.

Warren Sachs, owner of Vir-
ginia Beach-based KLS Battery 
Park Development Group LLC, 

has applied for a special use per-
mit that would allow for up to 108 
parking spaces dedicated to the 
new office, which the DMV would 
lease from him. The town’s zoning 
ordinance specifies one space per 
150 square feet of gross floor area, 

meaning a maximum of 32 spaces 
for the proposed 4,800-square-foot 
South Church Street office.

Smithfield’s Planning Com-
mission voted unanimously on 
Sept. 13 to give a favorable rec-
ommendation to Sachs’ requested 

permit. Assuming Smithfield’s 
Town Council gives final approv-
al for the 108 spaces next month, 
DMV spokeswoman Jessica Cow-
ardin said the state agency now 
hopes to have the new facility 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Smithfield Times sat down 
with newly hired Isle of Wight 
County Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Theo Cramer on Sept. 14 to dis-
cuss his 30-year education career, 
recent move across state lines, 
and plans for the school division.

1. What got you into the 
education field?

My brother, ended up never 
teaching a day in his life, was 
an education major. I was the 
only one out of the three of us 
who wasn’t an education major 
undergrad. … He left his resume 
home and he called. This was 
before cellphones, he goes to the 
payphone and says, “Can you 
bring my resume to the job fair?”

I just graduated and was sub-
bing at my older sister’s school. 
… I gave him his resume, and as 
I was leaving there are recruiters 
coming from all over like, “Are 
you a recent graduate?” And I’m 
like, “I graduated, but I’m not an 
education major.” 

Literally, I was going to leave 
and that was going to be the end of 
it. I had received so much interest 
from recruiters from all over the 

Developer: DMV needs more parking

Q&A
with new
schools
leader

Five candidates are running for four available seats on Smithfield’s Town 
Council in the Nov. 8 election. The Smithfield Times asked each candidate to 
answer seven questions. For information on early voting, see Page 11.

A new state law requires Virginia State Police to maintain a pub-
licly accessible online database of unsolved homicides, unidentified 
bodies and missing-person cases. Three of the database's 60 cases 
are from Isle of Wight County. This is the first in a three-part series.



as “free-spirited” and 
“hard-headed.”

“She was never afraid of 
anything … always believed 
nothing was going to hap-
pen to her,” Santiago said.

The then-19-year-old had 
been living on her own 
when she received a phone 
call from her parents Sat-
urday night, Sept. 19, 1987, 
asking whether she’d seen 
Robin that evening. She 
answered, “no.”

“I didn’t think a whole 
lot of it at the time because 
she had run away a couple 
months previously and was 
gone for two weeks,” Santi-
ago said.

The sisters “weren’t re-
ally speaking” at the time, 
Santiago recalls, and hadn’t 
been since the day she’d told 
on Robin for having rid-
den her bicycle from their 
parents’ house in Newport 
News almost all the way 
to the Coleman Memorial 
Bridge in York County.

Santiago had attended 
elementary school with 
Knobling, who’d lived in 
Hampton, but hadn’t seen 
him since. Robin, she re-
calls, had arranged a date 
on Sept. 19 with Knobling’s 
cousin, Jason.

As Santiago recalls from 
her mother’s account of 
events, Jason, David and 
David’s brother, Michael, 
had shown up at the Ed-
wards home in David’s 
truck the evening of Sept. 
19 to take Robin to a movie 
that ended up being sold 
out. The four went to an 
arcade instead, dropping 
Robin back at her parents’ 
house around 10 p.m.

Michael, who now lives 
in Newport News, con-
firmed Santiago’s version 
of events. He and David are 
technically half-brothers. 
David’s stepfather, Karl, 
had divorced David’s birth 
mother and remarried to 
Kathy Knobling by 1987. 
David’s birth father “wasn’t 
ever really in David’s life,” 
said  Michael, who provided 
no additional comments for 
this story.

Once home, Robin put 
her younger sister, Pam, to 
bed, but at some point went 
back out later that night 
with David.

Why the two ended up 
traveling all the way across 
the James River Bridge to 
Ragged Island remains a 
mystery.

“David’s girlfriend was 
pregnant,” Santiago said, 
recalling her mother’s spec-
ulation that Robin “was a 
problem-solver” and may 
have been trying to help 
David figure out what to do.

Santiago then hinted 
at the possibility of some 
sort of love triangle, noting 
David “was a good-looking 
boy” and Robin “was a 
good-looking girl.”

Ragged Island, accord-
ing to letters to the editor 
published in The Smith-
field Times at the time, 
had a reputation as a 
secluded “lovers lane” 
where young couples 
would park their cars to 
be alone together.

Sept. 21-23, 1987
According to an Oct. 28, 

1987, letter by then-Isle of 
Wight Sheriff B.F. Dixon, 
the deputy who’d found 
David’s truck early Mon-
day, Sept. 21, had exited 
his patrol car at 3:33 a.m. 
and walked through the 
island looking for who 
might have left the ve-
hicle – but found no 
one. He returned to 
his car at 4:10 a.m. 
to check the truck’s 
license plate and 
continued to wait at 
the scene in case anyone 
showed up.

At 5:24 a.m. the Sheriff’s 
Office made its first attempt 
to contact David’s family 
by phone, but received no 
answer. At 6:41 a.m. another 
call was made, also receiv-
ing no answer. At 7:40 a.m. 
“Mrs. Knobling answered” 
and told a dispatcher she 
“had no idea” where David 
was.

The deputy then walked 
through the island again, 
but still found no one. By 
12:20 p.m. Newport News 

detectives and Karl, had 
arrived on the scene. Karl, 
according to Dixon’s letter, 
told detectives he “was sure 
something was wrong.”

Robin’s mother, Bonnie, 
was also called by police to 
identify items that had been 
left in David’s truck, Santi-
ago recalled. She identified 
Robin’s tennis shoes and 
some of her clothes.

David and Robin were 
officially reported missing 
later that day.

During the next day and 
a half, Robin’s parents went 
to WAVY television station 
for an interview and plead-
ed for Robin to come home.

Santiago remembers 
Pam and their parents gath-
ering around the TV the 
evening of Sept. 23, 1987, to 
watch the 5 p.m. news, hop-
ing for an update on Robin.

During the broadcast, 
WAVY reported two bodies 
shot execution-style had just 
been found on the beach that 
morning at Ragged Island, 
identifying the victims as 
20-year-old David Knobling 
of Hampton and 14-year-old 
Robin Edwards of Newport 
News.

“That’s how we found 
out my sister was gone,” 
Santiago said.

Misplaced 
evidence?

According to the Times’ 
Sept. 30, 1987, story on the 
shooting, Dixon told report-
ers on Sept. 28 that his office 
hadn’t yet received a ballis-
tics report on the weapon 
used but believed it to be 
“larger than a .22” caliber. 
But beyond that, there had 
been no physical evidence 
to prove where the murders 
occurred.

There was, however, 
widespread speculation 
at the time that David and 
Robin had been shot on 
a boardwalk built across 
the Ragged Island marsh, 
their bodies then drifting 
to where they were found 
after being dumped into the 
James River.

“They had nothing to 
go on,” Santiago recalled. 
“Back then, DNA wasn’t a 
big thing.”

By this time, the number 
of agencies working the case 
had expanded to include 
the Virginia State Police 
and Hampton Police De-
partment. The State Police 
would eventually take over 
the case.

Carrollton resident An-
drew M. Casey, a retired 
Army military police super-
visor, had written an Oct. 21, 
1987, letter to the editor in 
the Times claiming “no one 
remembered to impound 
the truck and process it for 
evidence,” after David and 

Robin were 

reported miss-
ing, and that the vehicle had 
been “returned to the home 
of the male victim’s parent.” 
Casey, now 84, still lives 
in Carrollton and recalled 
writing the letter, but not 
exactly what he had written.

Dixon, whose Oct. 28 
letter had been in response 
to Casey’s, disputed the 
allegation. In his letter, the 
former sheriff contended 
the truck had been “moved 
to Newport News where 
it was processed” by the 

Newport News Police 
Department’s forensics 
unit, and inquired wheth-
er Casey had “political 
reasons” for writing to 
the Times a month after 
the fact.

The double murder 
had occurred just over a 
month shy of a contest-
ed November 1987 elec-
tion where voters would 
choose the next Isle of 
Wight County sheriff. 
Dixon had announced 
his pending retirement 
earlier that year, leav-
ing his son and chief 
deputy, Drew Dixon, vy-
ing for the job against 
then-Smithfield Police 
Lt. Charlie Phelps and 
self-proclaimed “long 
shot” candidate Deputy 
E.L. “Duke” Dickerson.

Santiago’s recollec-
tion of the investigation, 
however, corroborates 
Casey’s allegation that 
the truck was returned 
to David’s parents prior 
to being dusted for fin-
gerprints. Phelps, who 
ultimately won the 1987 
sheriff’s election, also 
recalled that one of the 
police agencies investigat-
ing the case had gone back 
to collect additional evi-
dence from the truck after 
it had been returned to the 
Knobling family.

Santiago recalls David’s 
stepmother, Kathy, con-
tacting police after they’d 
finished dusting the truck 
for prints in her driveway 
to inform them she was 
holding the fingerprint film 
they’d dropped outside her 
home in the rain.

Asked about the allegedly 
misplaced fingerprint film, 
State Police spokeswoman 
Sgt. Michelle Anaya said the 
agency’s Bureau of Criminal 
Investigations “will not con-
firm any specifics about any 
evidence seized in an active 
investigation.”

According to Anaya, 
there are no agents still 
employed by the State Police 
who investigated the 1987 
double murder, but “the 
latest forensic technology 
is being utilized to generate 
new leads.”

Maj. Joseph Willard, now 
chief deputy in Isle of Wight 
under Sheriff James Clarke 
Jr., confirmed to the Times 
he’d been the deputy to have 
initially discovered David’s 
truck at Ragged Island, but 
deferred further comments 
on the still-active case to the 
State Police.

“We turned over any 
information that we have 
acquired decades ago to the 
Virginia State Police and 
have not participated in 
any further investigative 
efforts,” said Deputy Alecia 
Paul, the Sheriff’s Office’s 
assistant public information 
officer.

The work of a 
serial killer?
According to the 

FBI’s Norfolk division 
website and past press 

releases, the Ragged Island 
cold case may be linked to 
three other unsolved double 
homicides with similarities 
from the 1980s known as the 
Colonial Parkway Murders.

The first double murder 
occurred in 1986. On Oct. 
12 of that year, U.S. Park 
Service rangers found the 
bodies of 27-year-old Cath-
leen Thomas and 21-year-
old Rebecca Dowski inside 
Thomas’ car in a wooded 

area near the York River 
off the Colonial Parkway, 
a highway that connects 
James City and York coun-
ties. Thomas, a recently 
discharged Navy lieutenant, 
and Dowski, a student at the 
College of William & Mary, 
had last been seen alive 
the evening of Oct. 9 in a 
computer lab on William & 
Mary’s campus. Both wom-
en’s “throats were slit from 
ear to ear,” according to Oct. 
14, 1986, reporting by The 
Daily Press.

Roughly six months af-
ter David and Robin were 
found murdered, 20-year-
old Richard “Keith” Call’s 
father found his son’s car 
abandoned at the York River 
overlook off Colonial Park-
way the morning of April 
10, 1988. According to the 
FBI, Call had been on a first 
date with 18-year-old Cassan-
dra Hailey at a Christopher 
Newport University party 
in Newport News that had 
begun the night before and 
lasted through midnight. As 
with Robin, clothes belong-
ing to Call and Hailey were 
found inside Keith’s car, but 
neither victim has ever been 
located.

The Suffolk News-Herald 
and Daily Press reported in 
1988 that a former Gloucester 
County private detective fac-
ing deportation had claimed 
days after the disappearance 
of the two CNU students to 
be the FBI’s chief suspect in 
that case, and in the slayings 
of David and Robin, though 
the FBI and immigration of-
ficials denied his allegation.

The Daily Press had re-
ported 32-year-old Ronald 
Little, originally of New 
Zealand, had job ties with 
Robin’s mother, and had 
sent a six-page letter filled 

with accu-
s a t i o n s 
to several 
n e w s p a -
pers  and 
talk show 
hosts. FBI 
agents, ac-
cording to 
the Suffolk 

story, did question 
Little and searched 
his car. Little was ul-
timately deported in 
August of that year.

Roughly a year 
and a half later, 
on Oct. 19, 1989, 
hunters found the 
bodies of 18-year-
old Annamaria 

Phelps and 21-year-old Dan-
iel Lauer on a logging road 
less than a mile from an 
Interstate 64 rest stop in New 
Kent County. According 
to reporting by The Farm-
ville Herald, Annamaria 
and Lauer had left Amelia 
County on Sept. 4 heading 
for Virginia Beach, where 
she was set to marry Lauer’s 
brother, Clinton, on Sept. 25. 
They were last seen at the 
westbound rest stop around 
1 p.m. on Sept. 5, though they 
should have been heading 
east. Later that day, the car 
was found parked at the rest 
stop’s truck acceleration 
on-ramp with no one inside.

Like with David’s truck, 
the vehicle’s key had been 

left in the ignition. Daniel’s 
clothes and Phelps’ purse 
had also been left inside.

A new sheriff 
in town

Charlie Phelps, who 
served as sheriff for 24 years 
until December 2011, in-
herited the Ragged Island 
double murder case upon 
taking office in January 
1988, though by this time the 
State Police had taken over 
as the lead law enforcement 
agency. 

“We cooperated with 
each other, we didn’t have 
any conflict on that, but … 
the State Police basically 
had recovered any type of 
evidence, which was very 
little,” Phelps told the Times 
in an interview at his home 
last week.

Three to four months 
after taking office, Phelps 
would uncover a new lead 
while working another case.

In April or May 1988, 
an Isle of Wight woman 
reported several firearms 
as having been taken from 
her home. Phelps came to 
suspect the woman’s son of 
the theft.

When the son was de-
tained in Jacksonville, Flor-
ida, on Isle of Wight charges, 
Phelps and a State Police 
investigator flew there to 
question him.

“I don’t remember how 
it happened, but the Ragged 
Island situation came up,” 
Phelps said.

The son, Phelps recalls, 
had confessed to taking a 
gun from his mother’s home 
and selling it at a pawn 
shop in Mississippi but 
then began talking about a 
roommate who’d lived with 
him and his mother in Isle of 
Wight County named Samu-
el “Sammy” Rieder. Accord-
ing to Blaine Pardoe’s and 
Victoria Hester’s 2017 book, 
“A Special Kind of Evil: The 
Colonial Parkway Serial 
Killings,” 28-year-old Rieder 
had just gotten out of prison 
for forging a $60 check, and 
had called in one of the orig-
inal tips the Sheriff’s Office 
had received when investi-
gating David’s and Robin’s 
initial disappearance.

The son, Phelps recalls, 
told him that Rieder had tak-
en an interest in the Ragged 
Island case and had made 
some comments about it. 
When Phelps returned to 
Virginia, he tracked down 
Rieder and questioned him.

“I kept getting different 
stories out of him about 
Ragged Island,” Phelps said.

As Phelps recalls, Rieder 
had initially claimed to have 
stopped at Ragged Island out 
of curiosity on Sept. 23, 1987, 
when David’s and Robin’s 
bodies were found, then 
later claimed to have seen 
Knobling’s truck parked at 
Ragged Island days earlier.

“At that point, I took 
him into an interview room 
at State Police headquar-
ters in Norfolk and started 
questioning him about the 
inconsistencies in his state-
ments,” Phelps said.

R i e d e r ’ s  f i n a l  v e r -
sion of events, Phelps re-

calls, was that he had taken 
money out of Knobling’s 
wallet, which had been left in 
the truck, but fled the scene 
when he heard a loud noise.

“I was getting informa-
tion” that David “suppos-
edly had a firearm in the 
truck,” Phelps said. Rieder 
“claimed, of course, … that 
he didn’t see any gun” and 
would not admit to having 
anything to do with David’s 
or Robin’s deaths.

Phelps gave Rieder a poly-
graph test, which proved in-
conclusive as to whether he 
was telling the truth.

Phelps’ theory is that Da-
vid returned to the parking 
lot upon hearing someone 
rifling through his truck, 
surprising Rieder mid-theft, 
and that Rieder indeed shot 
David and Robin.

Robin, Phelps recalls, 
had been shot only once in 
the back of the head. But 
David, in addition to the exe-
cution-style gunshot wound, 
had also been shot in the 
back at an angle that sug-
gested he had been leaning 
forward, “which would have 
been conducive with him 
running.”

“I firmly believe that my 
suspect was the one who 
killed those two people,” 
Phelps said.

But with uncertainty as 
to whether a wallet had been 
recovered from the truck or 
whether David had indeed 
kept a gun in the vehicle, 
Phelps held off charging 
Rieder with the theft.

According to an Aug. 1, 
1990 Smithfield Times story, 
another theory police were 
pursuing at the time was 
that the murderer was “an 
authority figure,” due to 
there being little evidence of 
a struggle aside from David 
being shot twice. In the same 
story, Kathy Knobling told 
the Times it was her belief 
that the murderer had been 
posing as a police officer or 
was “a cop gone bad.”

There was also nothing 
to connect Rieder to any of 
the other Colonial Parkway 
murders, Phelps noted, other 
than that once Rieder died, 
“there were no more Colo-
nial Parkway murders after 
his death.”

According to Phelps, Rie-
der died sometime after the 
bodies of Annamaria and 
Daniel were found in 1989 — 
allegedly by choking himself 
while masturbating. The 
“Special Kind of Evil” book, 
however, asserts that Phelps 
had been told this informa-
tion by someone else. The 
Smithfield Times has been 
unable to find an obituary 
or other record to confirm if 
and when Rieder died.

Santiago receives up-
dates from the State Police 
every six months to a year, 
but to date she’s learned of 
no new leads. All she can 
do, as she’s done for the past 
35 years, is wait and hope 
someday, somehow, she’ll 
have closure.

Access the VSP’s cold case 
database at https://coldcase.
vsp.virginia.gov/.

the scene in case anyone 

At 5:24 a.m. the Sheriff’s 
reported miss-
ing, and that the vehicle had 

The work of a 
serial killer?
According to the 

FBI’s Norfolk division 
website and past press 

David’s truck early Mon-
day, Sept. 21, had exited 
his patrol car at 3:33 a.m. 
and walked through the 
island looking for who 
might have left the ve-
hicle – but found no 
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Cold Case

area near the York River left in the ignition. Daniel’s calls, was that he had taken 

Robin were assistant public information 
officer.

Little, originally of New 
Zealand, had job ties with 
Robin’s mother, and had 
sent a six-page letter filled 

with accu-
s a t i o n s 
to several 
n e w s p a -
pers  and 
talk show 
hosts. FBI 
agents, ac-
cording to 
the Suffolk 

story, did question 

boy” and Robin “was a 

Ragged Island, accord-
ing to letters to the editor 

Sept. 21-23, 1987
According to an Oct. 28, story, did question 

Little and searched 
his car. Little was ul-
timately deported in 
August of that year.

Roughly a year 
and a half later, 
on Oct. 19, 1989, 
hunters found the 
bodies of 18-year-
old Annamaria 

Phelps and 21-year-old Dan-
iel Lauer on a logging road 

story, did question 
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TOWN NEWSLETTER
Town of Smithfi eld residents can get the scoop 
on fall happenings with the semiannual town 
newsletter inserted in today’s edition, which 
was mailed to every home in the town limits. 
Non-subscribers who enjoy this complimentary 
copy of the Times are encouraged to subscribe 
by calling us at 757-357-3288 or emailing info@
smithfi eldtimes.com.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“The world has changed – gun violence, active 
shooters, mass shootings – it’s relevant now.”

Volume 103 Number 42 Wednesday, October 26, 2022 75 cents

— Isle of Wight County Sheriff James Clarke Jr.
Addressing county supervisors on the need for resource offi cers in 

every school

SERVING ISLE OF WIGHT AND SURRY COUNTIES SINCE 1920

SMITHFIELD TIMES

Staff photo by Frederic Lee

SERVING ISLE OF WIGHT AND SURRY COUNTIES SINCE 1920
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020 Smith�eld, Va. 23431 75 cents

INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Town Council has 
authorized up to $1 million to ex-
pand and upgrade the Joseph W. 

Luter Jr. Sports Complex on West 
Main Street.

The vote followed a closed 
session to discuss “contract ne-
gotiations” on Oct. 5.

According to Mayor Carter 

Williams, the work will entail 
adding three to four new baseball 
or softball fields and addition-
al bathrooms and concession 
stands.

The $4 million athletic park 

opened in 2018. It already has a 
concession stand and bathrooms 
located central to an existing 
baseball field and three softball 
fields, but the building is 750 feet 
away from the park’s football 

field. The new concession stands 
and bathrooms would be located 
closer to the football field and 
would serve the new baseball 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

School resource officers will 
be returning to Isle of Wight 
County’s elementary schools for 
the first time in a decade.

The Isle of Wight County 
Sheriff’s Office has received a 
45-month, $267,743 grant from the 
Virginia Department of Crimi-
nal Justice Services, which will 

pay nine months of salaries 
and fringe benefits for four new 
sheriff’s deputies for five years. 
Isle of Wight supervisors plan 
to combine the grant funds with 
roughly $220,000 in unspent mon-
ey Isle of Wight County Schools 
returned to the county at the end 
of the 2021-22 school year to fund 
the officers’ uniforms, vehicles 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Two weeks after meeting 
with the county’s School Board, 
Isle of Wight supervisors voted 
unanimously on Oct. 5 to add 

just over $1 million in local 
funding to Isle of Wight County 
Schools’ 2022-23 budget.

The funding includes the 
remaining $812,507 the supervi-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Samuel “Sammy” Rieder, 
who’d been retired Isle of Wight 
County Sheriff Charlie Phelps’ 
prime suspect in a September 
1987 double murder, was himself 
discovered dead roughly three 

years later.
The Smithfield Times has 

obtained a copy of Rieder’s death 
certificate, which states the 
31-year-old was found in his Ches-
apeake mobile home the morning 
of Aug. 8, 1990, hanging from a 

Reggie Jetton and Marisabel Condit were crowned homecoming king and queen, 
respectively, during halftime at Smithfield High School’s Oct. 21 game against York 
High School. York ultimately defeated Smithfield 36-14. In front are Hardy Elementary 
first-grader Luke Wilson and Chloe Williams. See more Homecoming photos from all 
the local high schools on page 11.

Homecoming

Smithfield commits $1 million 
for Luter Sports Complex expansion

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight and Surry county 
officials say Virginia funds an 
insufficient number of public 
school teachers – leaving locali-

ties with little choice but to make 
up the difference with local tax 
dollars.

According to data Deputy 
Superintendent Susan Goetz 

‘The model’s broken:’ 
County leaders say state 

school funding isn’t 
enough

Elementary resource 
officers to return

Supervisors add 
$1 million to Isle of 

Wight schools budget

Death certificate: Prime 
suspect in Ragged Island 
murders hanged himself

• See FUNDING, p. 6

• See OFFICERS, p. 7

• See BUDGET, p. 8

• See DEATH, p. 8

• See COMPLEX, p. 8
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2023 Dog Licenses will be available
for purchase on November 1, 2022.

A valid rabies certificate is required
to purchase a dog license.

Licenses can be purchased at:

Surry County Treasurer’s O�ce
45 School Street, P.O. Box 286

Surry, VA 23883
(757) 294-5206

Onike N. Ru�n, Treasurer

doorknob with an electrical 
cord around his neck.

Thirty-five years ago, 
on Sept. 21, 1987, a sheriff’s 
deputy on nighttime pa-
trol had found 20-year-old 
David Knobling’s pickup 
truck parked at the Ragged 
Island wildlife refuge – 
doors closed but unlocked, 
driver’s side window down 
and its radio left playing 
with no one inside.

Two days later, a beach-
comber discovered the 
bodies of Knobling and 
14-year-old Robin Edwards 
on Ragged Island’s shore-
line roughly a mile from the 
James River Bridge. Both 
had been shot in the back 
of the head at close range.

The Times interviewed 
Phelps last month for the 
35th anniversary of the 
unsolved Ragged Island 
case. He said he’d come to 
suspect Rieder of the crime 
for his inconsistent state-
ments to police. Rieder, 
Phelps recalled, initially 
claimed to have stopped 
at Ragged Island out of 
curiosity on Sept. 23, 1987, 
when Knobling’s and Ed-
wards’ bodies were found, 
then claimed to have seen 
Knobling’s truck parked 
at Ragged Island days ear-
lier, and eventually ad-
mitted to taking money 
from Knobling’s wallet – 
but denied shooting either 
victim. A polygraph test 

Phelps gave Rieder at the 
time proved inconclusive 
as to whether he was telling 
the truth.

The FBI, according to 
the agency’s website and 
past press releases, believes 
the Ragged Island case to 
be linked to three addi-
tional double homicides 
with similar circumstanc-
es known as the Colonial 
Parkway Murders, which 
occurred in Virginia from 
1986 through 1989. Though 
there was no evidence at 
the time linking Rieder 
to any of the non-Isle of 
Wight County murders, 
“there were no more Colo-
nial parkway murders after 
his death,” Phelps said, as-
serting Rieder to have died 
by choking himself while 
masturbating.

The Times had been un-
able to locate an obituary 
or other record of Rieder’s 
death. Bill Thomas, brother 
of Colonial Parkway mur-
der victim Cathy Thomas, 
provided the Times with 
a copy of Rieder’s death 
certificate on Sept. 30 after 
reading the Times’ inter-
view with Phelps.

According to the certif-
icate, a Norfolk medical 
examiner ruled Rieder’s 
1990 death a suicide, listing 
a cause of “asphyxia by 
hanging” and a diagnosis of 
“depression” as “contribut-
ing” to the death.

Who was Samuel 
Rieder?

According to his death 
certificate and Ancestry.
com, Rieder was born Dec. 
3, 1958, in Portsmouth to 
Gilbert Homer Rieder and 
Imogene McIntosh, who 
had married two years ear-
lier. Gilbert died Dec. 31, 
1986 at age 51.

The Times has found 
little documentation of Rie-
der’s childhood. According 
to the Times’ archives, a 
Jan. 6, 1986, Isle of Wight 
County grand jury indict-
ed Samuel, then 28, on one 
count of forgery and utter-
ing. A Suffolk grand jury 
then indicted him three 
weeks later, on Jan. 27, on 
two counts of grand larceny 
and three counts of forgery 
and uttering.

According to Blaine Par-
doe’s and Victoria Hester’s 
2017 book, “A Special Kind 
of Evil: The Colonial Park-
way Serial Killings,” Rieder 
had just been released from 
a jail sentence for forging a 
$60 check and was working 
as a dishwasher when he 
called in one of the early 
tips the Isle of Wight Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office received 
in the Ragged Island case.

According to Rieder’s 
death certificate, by age 31 
he was working as a truck 
driver.

DNA recovered
The Virginia  State 

Police, now the lead in-
vestigating agency in the 
Ragged Island case, told 
the Times in September 
that the agency’s Bureau 
of Criminal Investigations 
“will not confirm any spe-
cifics about any evidence 
seized in an active investi-
gation.” According to Bill 
Thomas, however, there 
was “a small amount of bad-
ly degraded DNA evidence” 
taken from Edwards’ body.

“It is 35 years old and 
has been exposed to sea 
water, but private DNA lab 
Othram has had outstand-
ing results with similar 
crime scene samples of 
evidence,” Thomas said. 
“If the Virginia State Police 
are willing to have Othram 
do the tests, the Colonial 
Parkway Murders families 
are willing to crowdfund 
the money (usually around 
$5,000) to conduct the tests.”

The Texas-based com-
pany’s personnel, accord-
ing to Othram’s website, 
are “experts at recovery, 
enrichment, and analysis 
of human DNA from trace 
quantities of degraded or 
contaminated forensic evi-
dence” to “close previously 
unsolvable cases.”

• Continued from p. 1

Death

• Continued from p. 1

Budget
sors had “set aside” in May, 
plus $234,272 in unspent cap-
ital maintenance funds from 
the previous school year.

Of the total $1,046,779 
added, $712,507 will be allo-
cated to the school budget’s 
instructional services line 
item. Another $100,000 will 
be allocated for transpor-
tation to help offset this 
year’s increased fuel and 
vehicle maintenance costs, 
and the remaining $234,272 
will be allocated back into 
the school system’s capital 
maintenance line item for 
the 2022-23 school year.

Of the instructional mon-
ey, roughly $360,000 will 
go into the school system’s 
health insurance fund, 
County Administrator Ran-
dy Keaton said

“They are a self-funded 
program; they’re not like 
us,” Keaton explained. “We 
have local choice Anthem 
Blue Cross-Blue Shield, so 
we don’t have to have a re-
serve; they have to have a 
reserve to pay their claims.”

Another roughly $200,000 
will be budgeted for instruc-
tional supplies, which, ac-
cording to Keaton, is intend-
ed for items provided to stu-
dents. Another $100,000 will 
go to “other materials and 
supplies” for use by teach-
ers. The remaining roughly 
$50,000 will go toward paying 
for substitute teachers.

The $234,272 carryover 
from the previous school 

year is money the county 
holds “on our books when 
the schools have a project,” 
Keaton said, such as repairs 
to a school’s heating and 
air-conditioning system, 
which the county then pro-
vides to the school system 
as a reimbursement once the 
school system submits an 
invoice for the work.

Isle of Wight had initial-
ly proposed a local contri-
bution of $27.2 million to 
its school system, which 
would have reflected a near-
ly $527,000 increase from 
the county’s 2021-22 school 
funding. But the supervisors 
opted to cut $393,000 from the 
proposed increase, followed 
by a last-minute “set aside” 
of $1.5 million on May 12. 
The supervisors then voted a 
week later, on May 19, to put 
$760,000 of the set aside mon-
ey back into the IWCS budget 
after hearing pushback from 
school officials, leaving a 
remainder of $812,507 in set 
aside money.

School officials, in July, 
asked the county to return 
just over $600,000 in unex-
pected, unspent local reve-
nue from the 2021-22 school 
year, which they proposed 
to combine with $296,457 
in additional state funding 
to make up for the $812,507 
set aside. The bulk of the 
$600,000 estimate had come 
from a $478,332 payout from 
Suffolk Public Schools that 
combined the final two pay-

ments Suffolk owed IWCS 
for the liquidation of the 
two school systems’ Pruden 
Center partnership.

In 2016 and prior, IWCS 
would send students inter-
ested in taking career and 
technical education courses 
to Suffolk’s Pruden Center, 
though few Isle of Wight stu-
dents took advantage of the 
opportunity. In 2017, IWCS 
pulled out of the Pruden 
Center in favor of a multi-
million-dollar renovation 
to add in-house career and 
technical education facilities 
at Smithfield and Windsor 
high schools.

According to the county, 
the actual amount of unspent 
funds from the previous 
school year has since dou-
bled to $1.26 million. With 
the original $812,507 now re-
stored to IWCS’s budget, the 
county is proposing to hold 
the unspent $1.26 million 
from last year and earmark 
the money for funding a 
proposed $901,000 renova-
tion to add “vestibules” to 
each of the county’s nine 
public schools, plus another 
$220,000 toward the place-
ment of a permanent school 
resource officer in each of 
the five elementary schools.

The term “vestibule” re-
fers to a security feature that 
entails creating an enclosed 
area at a school’s main en-
trance, where visitors would 
need to check in with the 
school’s office before interi-

or doors allowing access to 
the rest of the building are 
unlocked.

The $220,000 for school 
resource officers would 
fund the cost of vehicles 
and equipment for four of-
ficers. The county’s two 
high schools and two mid-
dle schools already have 
resource officers, and the 
county in May had budgeted 
for one additional officer, 
who would rotate among 
the elementary schools. The 
county has since received a 
state grant of $267,743 to pay 
salaries and benefits for the 
four additional officers for 
Oct. 1 through June 30, with 
the county responsible for 
funding the remaining three 
months.

The proposal would still 
leave just over $141,000 in 
unspent school funds for 
other county purposes.

Supervisor Dick Grice, 
who had been among those 
pushing for the initial $1.5 
million reduction of the 
school system’s budget, 
noted at the Oct. 5 meeting 
that even with just over $1 
million added, this year’s 
local funding of Isle of Wight 
County Schools is still rough-
ly $376,000 less than the $27.4 
million the county contrib-
uted to its school system at 
the start of the 2019-20 school 
year.

• Continued from p. 1

Complex
and softball fields, Williams 
said.

The $4 million park, 
named for former Smith-
field Foods Chairman Jo-
seph W. Luter III’s father, 
opened in 2018. Donations 
from Luter III and Farmers 
Bank, combined with tax-
payer dollars from Isle of 
Wight County and the town, 
funded its construction.

According to Williams, 
the town has received a new 
$3 million “private dona-
tion” to fund the upgrades, 
but the offer is conditioned 
on the town putting up $1 
million of taxpayer money.

The council voted to 
accept the offer and move 
forward with the upgrades 
following a closed session 
on Oct. 5 to discuss “con-
tract negotiations.”

Following the same 
closed session, the council 
also voted that evening to 
commit up to $1.4 million to-
ward moving the Smithfield 
Farmers Market to Luter 
III’s proposed “Grange at 
10Main” development at 
Route 10 and Main Street. 
Luter has offered land and 
a $1 million contribution 
toward building a perma-
nent home for the market, 
conditioned on the town 

and county jointly raising 
another $2.7 million.

Assistant County Ad-
ministrator Don Robertson 
said he was unaware of 
any similar cost-sharing 
proposal being presented to 
the county for the proposed 
Luter Sports Complex up-
grades. The athletic park is 
a town-owned facility.

Williams declined to say 
whether Luter III was also 
the private donor offering 
the $3 million for the Luter 
Sports Complex upgrades.

Even with the vote on re-
cord, it will be a “long ways 
to go” before construction 
of the new fields, conces-
sion stands or bathrooms 
begins, Williams said. The 
next step, he said, is for the 
town to hire an engineering 
firm.

“That’s what we’re after 
right now,” Williams said.

Earlier this year, the 
council voted to put a por-
tion of its $3.4 million in 
remaining COVID-19 re-
lief funds it had received 
via the federal American 
Rescue Plan Act toward in-
stalling lights for the park’s 
football field. The lights are 
now in place.
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SECOND FRONT
Isle of Wight County Schools 
culinary arts students made 
sure 100 needy families got a 
full meal on Thanksgiving.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“It’s just gross. We’re really tired of it; I’m sure it’s 
the same person year after year.”
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— South Church Street resident Jim Groves
On deer carcasses being dumped on a cul-de-sac near his home
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Burned body 
left in field

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Dee Dee Darden remembers 
the grisly sight that greeted her 
the morning of Wednesday, 
June 5, 1991, like it was yester-
day.

Her late husband, Tommy, 
had gone out early that morn-
ing to one of the couple’s wheat 
fields on Bowling Green Road, 
only to return a few minutes 
later in a panic.

“He came flying back down 
the road, saying, ‘Get in the 
truck; get in the truck! You gotta 
see it; you gotta see it!” Dee Dee 
recalled in a recent interview at 

her longtime business, Darden’s 
Country Store.

In the field, lying face down, 
was the badly burned body of a 
Black man police later identified 
as 33-year-old Thomas Daryle 
Williams of New York City.

The murder remains un-
solved, as one of three de-
cades-old Isle of Wight County 
crimes listed in an online Vir-
ginia State Police database of 
cold cases that made its debut 
in June.

The Smithfield Times could 
find only one article in its ar-
chives, dated June 12, 1991, 
and none in any other Virginia 

State PoliceDivision FiveCase: 91-16037
Homicide

Incident date: 
06/04/1991
Location: 
Isle of Wight County

other facts

• See COLD CASE, p. 3

• See FINANCE, p. 6
• See SOLAR, p. 6

• See MCEACHIN, p. 7

• See ENERGY, p. 4

A new state law requires Virginia State Police to maintain a 
publicly accessible online database of unsolved homicides, uniden-
tified bodies and missing-person cases. Three of the database’s 60 
cases are from Isle of Wight County. This is the second in a multi-
part series.

Darden Store

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Former School Board member 
Renee Dial has revised her cam-
paign finance disclosures after 
receiving letters from the Isle of 
Wight County Registrar’s Office 
alleging omissions.

Dial, who lost her District 2 
seat on the School Board to chal-
lenger John “Mark” Wooster in 
the Nov. 8 election, had initially 
reported only $100 in contribu-
tions and no expenses for Jan. 
1 through Oct. 27, compared to 
Wooster’s just over $2,260 in 

donations and just over $1,950 in 
expenses for the same period.

Chief Deputy Registrar Susan 
Saunders sent Dial a letter on 
Nov. 4 stating that a “concerned 
citizen” had taken issue with 
Dial’s reports. Registrar Lisa 
Betterton then sent Dial a fol-
low-up letter on Nov. 21 stating 
her office had “been advised” 
that Dial’s campaign had “pro-
duced a number of campaign yard 
signs and other related campaign 
materials” despite reporting no 
expenses.

“Cash and/or in-kind contri-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s Plan-
ning Commission is recom-
mending approval of a pro-
posed 71-megawatt solar farm 
and substation in the Zuni area.

The proposed Carver Solar 
facility would span 20 parcels 
totaling 637 acres.

The included land straddles 
both sides of Route 460, with the 
solar farm’s proposed borders 
stretching from just over one 
mile east of the village of Zuni 
to just under a mile west of the 
town of Windsor.

Texas-based Open Road 
Renewables subsidiary Carver 
Solar I LLC has applied for a 

conditional use permit on be-
half of the 13 families who own 
the land.

The parcels are located off 
Yellow Hammer Road, Windsor 
Boulevard (Route 460), Winston 
Drive, Cut Thru Road, Ecelia 
Road, Barrett Town Road, Mill 
Creek Drive and Antioch Road.

According to Ryan Gilchrist, 
Open Road Renewables’ vice 
president of development, only 
503 of the 637 acres would be 
fenced off with panels or re-
lated infrastructure. The rest 
of the land would be used for 
access easements or landscape 
buffering.

The 20 parcels, in their cur-
rent agricultural state, gener-
ate just over $6,500 in real es-

tate taxes per year. Open Road 
Renewables has forecast that 
the addition of solar panels and 
related infrastructure would 
bring just under $76,000 in real 
estate taxes per year, plus an 
average of $76,236 in machin-
ery and tools tax revenue, for 
a cumulative $6.1 million over 
the project’s estimated 40-year 
lifespan.

In 2021, Virginia’s General 
Assembly passed a state law 
allowing localities to assess 
an additional payment of up to 
$1,400 per megawatt per year, 
which would increase 10% 
every five years beginning in 
2026.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A proposed “energy policy” 
amendment to Surry County’s 
2040 Comprehensive Plan drew 
mixed reactions from residents 
at a Nov. 21 Planning Commission 
public hearing.

While aimed primarily at 

limiting the number and location 
of new solar farms, the policy is 
intended to be inclusive of all en-
ergy sources, including Dominion 
Energy’s existing nuclear plant.

The amendment proposes lim-
iting utility-scale energy project 
sites to 10% of the county’s land, 
subtracting water and wetlands, 
for a maximum of 15,278 acres. Of 

this, 9,263 acres are already tak-
en up by existing and approved 
utility-scale solar farms and the 
nuclear plant. Another 22.8-acre 
parcel at the Surry-Sussex county 
line is slated for Align RNG’s “bio-
gas” processing facility, leaving 
just under 6,000 acres available 
for future energy projects.

Energy projects looking to site 

within the available 6,000 acres 
would need to be located within a 
mile of high-voltage transmission 
lines, and would be restricted to 
siting at least half a mile from 
any historic site, per the pro-
posed policy’s current wording. 
Energy projects would further be 
restricted to at least 750 feet from 
any place of worship or cemetery, 

and at least half a mile from any 
other existing community-scale 
or utility-scale energy facility.

The hearing drew four speak-
ers, three from Surry and one 
from outside the county.

Sam Edwards of the county’s 
Surry District said in his opin-
ion, the proposed energy policy 

Planners OK Zuni solar farm

Surry ‘energy policy’ draws mixed reaction

School Board’s Dial 
revises campaign 
finance reports

Staff report

U.S. Rep. A. Donald McEachin, 
D-Va., who represented Surry 
County in Congress, died Nov. 28 
at age 61.

McEachin’s chief of staff, Tara 
Rountree, confirmed McEachin’s 
passing in a Nov. 28 press release, 
stating, “We are all devastated at 
the passing of our boss and friend, 
Congressman Donald McEachin.”

“Valiantly, for years now, we 
have watched him fight and tri-
umph over the secondary effects 
of his colorectal cancer from 2013,” 
the press release states. “Tonight, 
he lost that battle, and the people 
of Virginia’s Fourth Congressional 
District lost a hero who always, 
always fought for them and put 
them first.”

The 4th Congressional District 
spans south from Richmond to the 
North Carolina border. McEachin 
was first elected as the district’s 
representative in 2016.

He was reelected on Nov. 8 to 
what would have been his fourth 
consecutive two-year term, defeat-
ing Republican challenger Leon 
Benjamin with just under 65% of 
the districtwide vote to Benjamin’s 
just under 35%.

“Until a new representative is 
elected, our office will remain open 
and continue to serve our constit-

U.S. Rep. 
A. Donald 
McEachin 
dies at 61
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newspaper concerning the 
murder. The lack of me-
dia coverage from the day 
stands in stark contrast 
with the extensive reporting 
across multiple publications 
on the 1987 double homicide 
at Ragged Island the Times 
profiled in its Sept. 28 and 
Oct. 25 editions as part of its 
multi-part cold case series.

Tommy Darden spec-
ulated in the Times’ 1991 
story that the murder had 
likely occurred sometime 
overnight, noting that one 
of his farmhands had been 
working in the field until 
late in the evening on Tues-
day, June 4.

According to Dee Dee, 
Tommy found Williams’ 
body at the end of a long, 
gated, dirt path through 
the wheat field, which the 
Dardens usually kept locked 
but had left open the evening 
of June 4 to allow their farm-
hands to continue into the 
night collecting wheat.

“We always wondered 
how did anybody know 
where that path was,” Dee 
Dee said.

The person who 
killed Williams, she re-
called, had wrapped his 
body in a curtain before 
setting him on fire. The 
metal curtain rings were 
still laying in the field that 
morning. Williams, she 
recalled, had been wearing 
tennis shoes with metal 
hooks for shoelaces, which 
were also still identifiable 
following the fire.

Had the Dardens not been 
planning to leave early that 
morning to attend their 
daughter’s kindergarten 
graduation and take some 
cattle to a market in Smith-
field, they might not have 
seen anything. But Tommy 
wanted to check the field 
before heading out to see 
how much wheat his farm-
hands had collected, Dee 
Dee recalls.

After driving Dee Dee 
to the scene around 7 a.m., 
Tommy called his neighbor, 
State Trooper Elwin Kes-
sler, resulting in the case 
becoming the purview of the 
Virginia State Police rather 
than the Isle of Wight Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. Kessler 
died in 2009.

According to the Times’ 
June 12, 1991, story, police 
speculated at the time that 
Williams’ body had been 
dragged from a vehicle and 
doused in some type of fuel 
before being set afire.

According to the State 
Police cold case database, 
Williams’ body also showed 
signs of having been beaten 
and mutilated.

The State Police declined 
to provide the Times with 
documentation from the 
case file, citing that the case, 
though cold, “remains an 
active investigation.”

Who was Thomas 
Daryle Williams?

One week after the 
Dardens’ grisly discovery, 
the state medical examiner 
still hadn’t identified the vic-
tim, let alone any evidence of 
who killed him, according to 
the Times’ 1991 story.

According to State Po-

lice Public Relations Di-
rector Corinne Geller, the 
case agent at the time had 
contacted 16 different law 
enforcement agencies, in-
cluding some in Canada, to 
compare the victim with 
their missing-person re-
ports, but none proved to be 
a match.

Later that month, po-
lice received a tip from an 
unnamed person that re-
sulted in the medical exam-
iner identifying the body 
as Williams based on den-
tal records obtained from 
New York’s Department of 
Corrections — indicating 
Williams had served time 
in prison.

The Times submitted a 
request under New York’s 
Freedom of Information 
Law for records pertaining 
to Williams’ conviction and 
prison sentence on Nov. 4. 
Under New York’s FOIL, 
state agencies have up to 
20 days to grant or deny a 
request for records.

T h e 
Times received two respons-
es to its FOIL request, one 
on Nov. 16 stating there was 
more than one Thomas Wil-
liams in the state’s criminal 
justice records system who 
would have been 33 as of 
June 5, 1991, and another on 
Nov. 22 denying the request 
on grounds that criminal 
history records are “specif-
ically exempted from dis-
closure” under New York’s 
Public Officers Law.

According to Geller, Wil-
liams was a native of New 
York’s borough of Queens, 
and still has family there. 
During the course of its in-
vestigation, the State Police 
have maintained contact 
with Williams’ sister.

At the time of his death, 
Williams had three young 
children. State Police have 
pursued “several leads” as to 
what led Williams to travel 
just over 430 miles south to 
Isle of Wight, Geller said. 
But 31 years later, it remains 
a mystery.

The Times asked on Nov. 
4 that State Police pass along 
a reporter’s contact infor-
mation and request for an 
interview to Williams’ sis-
ter, and confirmed on Nov. 9 
that case agents had done so. 
But to date the Times has re-
ceived no response from the 
sister or any other surviving 
family member.

The Times filed a Free-
dom of Information Act re-
quest with the Virginia De-
partment of Health’s Office 

of Vital Records for a copy 
of Williams’ death certificate 
on Oct. 14. It was denied Oct. 
17 on grounds that the Office 
of Vital Records is “exempt-
ed” from FOIA, despite the 
department acknowledging 
in its denial that Virginia 
death certificates become 
public record after 25 years.

The Times tried again to 
obtain the document on Nov. 
15, this time going through 
the Department of Health’s 
online portal for purchasing 
a certified copy, which was 
still pending as of Nov. 23. 
The death certificate, in ad-
dition to naming Williams’ 
next-of-kin, would typically 
list his last known occupa-
tion.

Dee Dee recalls being told 
by police that Williams had 
been recently released from 
prison, and that he had al-
legedly raped a drug dealer’s 
girlfriend — the theory at 
the time being that it was a 
revenge killing.

A modern-day 
lynching?

It’s been 90 years since 
Virginia saw a documented 
lynching, but the level of 
brutality in Williams’ mur-
der, and his being a Black 
man accused of rape, raises 
the possibility of a racially 
motivated hate crime as 
well.

According to the website 
for the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People, or NAACP, 
lynchings were a type of 
extrajudicial killings per-
petrated by mobs of white 
people against Black people 
during the 19th and 20th 
centuries — often for per-
ceived sexual transgressions 
against white women.

A lynching, according 
to the NAACP, would typ-
ically involve a criminal 
accusation against a Black 
person, followed by an arrest 
and the assembly of a mob 
that would then abduct the 
accused, torture and mur-
der the suspect. Lynchings 
“typically evoke images 
of Black men and women 
hanging from trees,” but 
“involved other extreme 
brutality, such as torture, 
mutilation, decapitation, 
and desecration,” with some 
victims “burned alive,” the 
NAACP’s website states.

According to a James 
Madison University data-
base, there were 115 con-
firmed lynchings in Virginia 
from 1866 through 1932 and 
an additional six uncon-

firmed victims.
None are listed as having 

occurred in Isle of Wight, 
though a mob did form in 
the county in 1927.

According to past re-
porting by the Times and 
the now-defunct Richmond 
Planet, an African Ameri-
can newspaper published 
from 1883 to 1938, 25-year-old 
Shirley Winnegan, some-
times called Willingham, of 
Smithfield, was arrested and 
charged Oct. 14, 1927, with 
the rape and murder of a 
14-year-old white girl. 

A local lunacy commis-
sion had declared Winnegan 
legally insane in August of 
that year, making him inel-
igible for the death penalty.

The night of Winnegan’s 
arrest, a mob of 1,000 un-
masked residents joined to-
gether and converged on Isle 
of Wight County’s jail, not 
realizing that then-Sheriff 
Willie Holmes Chapman had 
ordered Winnegan secretly 
moved to Petersburg’s jail. 
The mob reportedly cut 
Chapman’s telephone line 
while demanding to know 
where Winnegan was.

A few days before Chap-
man was to stand for reelec-
tion as sheriff, a second lu-
nacy commission convened 
and declared Winnegan 
sane. Chapman ultimately 
lost his bid for reelection to 
William Colgate Whitehead, 
who’d been backed by the 
angry mob.

At his trial, Winnegan 
protested his innocence 
and “on the witness stand 
explained away every 
moment of his time from 
the hour he quit work … 

until he was arrested and 
spirited away to prevent a 
mob from taking his life,” 
the Planet reported.

Winnegan was ultimate-
ly convicted of the rape and 
murder, and was executed 
by electric chair on Jan. 
25, 1926.

In a Nov. 21 interview at 
his home, Charlie Phelps, 
who served as sheriff of 
Isle of Wight from 1988 to 
2011, only vaguely recalled 
reports of a body being 
found near the Dardens’ 
store during his tenure. Nor 
did Phelps recall ever work-
ing any racially motivated 
crimes.

“I had some Black-on-
Black crimes and white-on-
white crimes,” Phelps said.

As for whether it could 
have been drug-related, “I 
can’t say that we were really 
ever inundated with drug-re-
lated crime,” Phelps said, 
but “we had our share of it.”

The Dardens did ulti-
mately still make it to their 
daughter’s kindergarten 
graduation and the Smith-
field market, but then re-
turned to watch as police 
worked the crime scene on 
their farm.

“It seemed like they were 
here almost all day,” Darden 
recalled.

But it wouldn’t be the last 
time someone came running 
up to Dee Dee’s door to tell 
her that the body of a mur-
der victim had been spotted 
near her home.

• Continued from p. 1

Cold Case

The government found a 
USGS bulletin mentioning a 
well at Day’s Point owned by 
J.A. Morgart, and there were 
numerous references to the 
Morgarts Beach Hotel.

To cut to the chase, the 
name was corrected this 
year, and Mr. Morgart’s con-
tribution to Isle of Wight’s 
early development history 
has been preserved.

It took somewhat longer 
for Isle of Wight histori-
an, the late Helen King, to 
have the name Morris Creek 
erased from local topograph-
ic maps and navigational 
charts. 

The tiny creek, which 
today separates Moonefield 
from Gatling Point, was 
named by and for Capt. John 
Moon, the first English col-
onist to own what has his-
torically been known as 

Moonefield. How the “e” got 
added, no one seems to know, 
but it has stuck and remains 
in the name.

Mrs. King worked for two 
years, looking for documen-
tation of the name. She locat-
ed a map dated 1827 that bore 
the name Moon Creek, and 
that, plus a pile of anecdotal 
evidence, sealed the deal. 

A street — Morris Creek 
Circle — was briefly known 
by the mistaken creek name, 
but that was corrected. The 
name Morris endures, how-
ever, with Morris Creek 
Landing Apartments, locat-
ed on the west side of John 
Rolfe Drive. Developers are 
known to use names that 
may or may not be histori-
cally accurate. Researching 
them can use up valuable 
time. 

As I’ve noted in several 

Short Rows over the years, 
place names have a life of 
their own. Country stores be-
come the name of the cross-
roads where they are located, 
and often the store owner 
who operated them. Some, 
like Berryman’s, became 
enshrined in maps, while 
others are lost to history 
after a couple of generations 
have passed. All of them are 
important in their time and 
help to define where we and 
our forebears have lived, 
worked and loved. It’s good 
that those charged with pro-
tecting them take their task 
seriously.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.

• Continued from p. 2

Rows

Healing Waters 
Worship Center
12172 Smith’s Neck Road, 
Carrollton  - (757)356-1515
www.hwwcnow.org
Pastor William McCarty, 
Senior Pastor
Sunday Services: 8:15 am 
Worship Service, 9:45 am 
Adult & Teen Discipleship, 
11:00 am Worship Service 
with Kidz Planet & Nursery 
available. Wednesday night 
on campus bible study, Girls 
Club, Royal Rangers and Teen 
classes. Every 3rd Wednesday 
is F.U.N. Family night.

Liberty Live Church
Smithfield High School (14171 
Turner Dr.)
Sundays at 9:00am & 10:45am 
(Liberty Kids & Students too!)
Adult Groups in the 
community throughout the 
week!
www.libertylive.church

Smithfield Baptist Church
100 Wainwright Drive, 
Smithfield - (757) 357-2536
smithfieldbaptist.org
Sun. Worship 8:30 a.m., 11 
a.m.
Sun. School 9:40 a.m.

Whitehead’s Grove Baptist 
Church
18366 Benns Church Blvd. 
(757)255-4227
Pastor: Larry Soblotne
Sun. School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
www.whiteheadsgrove.org

Mill Swamp Baptist 
Church
6329 Mill Swamp Road, Ivor
Phone: (757)357-2575
Pastor Billy Gardner
Sunday school; 9:30am-
10:30am 
Worship Service; 10:45am 
Adult Bible Studies on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.
Sunday mornings 9:00am-
9:25am Coffee Break
Add Sunday Nights 5:30-
7pm Awana, Teen Ministry, 
Ladies & Men’s Bible Studies

Central Hill Baptist 
Church
10270 Central Hill Road, 
Windsor - (757)357-2225
Rev. Wade Carrier, Pastor
Sun. School: 10 a.m.
Sun. Worship: 11 a.m.
Wed. Adult Bible Study, 7 
p.m.

Trinity United Methodist 
Church
201 Cedar St., Smithfield
(757)357-3659
Pastor Dan Elmore
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 
a.m.
Wed. Bible Study
Wed. night Children’s 
Programs

Central Church of Christ
204 S. Church St., Smithfield
(757)357-6182
Sun. Bible Study 10 a.m.
Sun. Worship 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wed., Bible Study 7 p.m.
www.
churchofchristatsmithfield.
org
Goodnews Radio AM 790, 
9-9:30 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
111. S. Church Street
Corner of Church and Main, 
Smithfield
Sunday Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Adult class: 9:30 a.m.
5th Sunday Services: 10:30 
a.m. at Historic St. Luke’s 
Church
Supply Priest:  The Rev. 
Carleton Bakkum
www.christchurchsmithfield.
org

Oakland Christian United 
Church of Christ
5641 Godwin Blvd., 
Smithfield
(757)255-4353
www.oaklanducc.org
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Eddie 
Walker
Adult & Teen Sun. School 
9 a.m.
Sun. Worship 10 a.m.
Sun. Children’s church 10 
a.m.

Riverview United 
Methodist
10696 Smith’s Neck Road
P. O. Box 288
Rescue, VA 23424-0288
Email: michaelguminsky@
vaumc.org
Phone: 757-645-5687
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
2nd and 4th Sundays.
Pastor: Mike Guminsky

Hope Presbyterian 
Church
A Reformed PCA Church
13490 Benns Church Blvd., 
Smithfield
www.hopepca.com
Pastor Blake Wingfield, 
(757)542-3733
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Antioch Church 
23011 Antioch Rd., Windsor 
Darryl Palmer, Pastor 
10:30 AM- Sunday Worship 
Service 
& Junior Church for Kids 
(Childcare on Sundays) 
6:00 PM- Awana ministry for 
youth

Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church
300 Smithfield Blvd., 
Smithfield - (757)365-0579
Pastor: Fr. Tony Yllana
Sat. Vigil Mass 5 p.m.
Sun. Mass 9 a.m.
Weekday Mass: Tues.-Friday 
at noon
Email: admin@cgsparish.
org
www.cgsparish.org

Calvary Baptist Church 
15155 Turner Drive, 
Smithfield
Pastor Greg Gray 
Phone: (757)357-5718
“A Church Home for Your 
Family” 
Sun. 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Sun. School 9:45 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study, Prayer Mtg. 
& Children’s Ministry 7 p.m.

To change or list 
your services or information, 
call 357-3288 or email 
dana.snow@
smithfieldtimes.com.

These local churches welcome you and 
your family to weekly services.

Have
Faith� �
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Another year, 
another body

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

It must have felt like deja vu.
Fourteen months earlier, 

on the morning of Wednesday, 
June 5, 1991, Dee Dee Darden’s 
late husband, Tommy, had come 
speeding back home from the 
couple’s wheat field on Bowling 
Green Road, shouting, “Get in 
the truck! … You gotta see it!” — 
and had shown her the burned 
and mutilated body of Thomas 
Daryle Williams lying face down 
at the end of a dirt path.

Dee Dee was again in her 
home the afternoon of Aug. 19, 
1992 — another Wednesday — 

when two people came running 
up to her door, stuttering and 
stammering about having found 
another body.

According to Aug. 26, 1992, 
reporting by the Smithfield 
Times, the two passers-by had 
discovered the body of 27-year-
old Desmond Anthony Fergus of 
Norfolk in a ditch along Carroll 
Bridge Road, about a quarter of 
a mile south of Bowling Green 
Road, where Williams’ body had 
been found.

Fergus’ murder remains 
unsolved and is the most recent 
of three decades-old Isle of Wight 
County crimes listed in an on-

State PoliceDivision FiveCase: 91-16037
Homicide

Incident date: 
08/19/1992
Location: 
Isle of Wight County

other facts

• See COLD CASE, p. 6

• See MAYOR, p. 4

• See ZONING, p. 4
• See PLAN, p. 6

• See SOLAR, p. 6

A new state law requires Virginia State Police to maintain a pub-
licly accessible online database of unsolved homicides, unidentified 
bodies and missing-person cases. Three of the database’s 60 cases 
are from Isle of Wight County. This is the last in a multi-part series.

Darden Store

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County supervi-
sors have again postponed voting 
on a developer’s request to add 
acreage to a planned solar farm.

SolarGen of Virginia LLC, 
a subsidiary of Colorado-based 

Aquasan, had received the super-
visors’ approval in 2019 to build a 
55-megawatt, roughly 300-acre proj-
ect named the Ho-Fel solar farm on 
Lees Mill Road near International 
Paper’s Franklin mill. Asheville, 
North Carolina-based Pine Gate 
Renewables has since purchased 
the project - which has yet to break 

ground - and is proposing to expand 
the facility by 18 acres.

According to Matt Boerger, Pine 
Gate’s project permitting manager, 
the 2022 proposal calls for the solar 
panels to be spaced further apart, 
which is why the extra acreage is 
needed. The project is now estimat-
ed to generate 40 megawatts rather 

than 55.
In 2020, Virginia’s General As-

sembly passed legislation allowing 
localities to assess a $1,400 per 
megawatt per year payment in lieu 
of traditional machinery and tools 
taxes. Pine Gate has offered such 
a payment, which will escalate 
by 10% every five years for the 

estimated 40-year life of the project.
A proposed siting agreement 

specifies that Pine Gate will pay 
either the traditional M&T rate or 
the $1,400 per megawatt payment, 
depending on which is higher. For 
the project’s first seven years in 
operation, the M&T rate is project-

Still no vote on solar farm expansion

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County supervi-
sors voted unanimously Dec. 8 
to adopt a senior-citizen-focused 
addition to the county’s 2020 
“Envisioning the Isle” compre-
hensive plan.

The new section, titled 
“Share the Isle,” is intended 
to serve as a decision-making 
guide for the county to remain 
livable for residents of all ages 
and abilities, particularly senior 
citizens.

According to 2020 Census 
data, just under 20% of Isle of 
Wight’s roughly 39,000 residents 

were age 65 or older as of that 
year. According to the “Share 
the Isle” plan, the University of 
Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Cen-
ter projects this figure will rise 
to just under 27% by 2030.

County staff began devel-
oping the plan in 2021. The 
plan identifies five focus areas: 
“healthy and active lifestyle,” 
“quality healthcare,” “transpor-
tation access,” “housing choic-
es” and “education, employment 
and engagement.”

According to the document, 
Isle of Wight has an above-av-
erage number of adults with 
“frequent mental distress,” 
diabetes and obesity, as well as 

an above-average population 
served by unsafe drinking water 
and who lack access to a large 
grocery store. The plan further 
contends Isle of Wight has an 
“equity” problem, with a high-
er-than-average racial disparity 
in educational attainment and 
poverty rates.

As a remedy, the plan pro-
poses Isle of Wight encourage 
mixed-use zoning, in which com-
mercial and residential units 
are combined on a single parcel, 
often within walking distance. 
It further proposes the county 
adopt an “affordable dwelling 
unit ordinance,” to “increase 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s zoning 
laws and tax methodology may 
be contributing to a lack of af-
fordable housing, according to a 
study funded by a grant from the 
Peninsula Realtors’ Association.

Isle of Wight supervisors di-
rected county staff in 2021 to 
apply for the grant, which was to 
provide an independent housing 
analysis. The association tasked 
Thomas Hall, a Christopher 
Newport University professor 
of finance and economics, with 
completing the study.

The U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
defines “affordable” housing to 
mean no more than 30% of an 
occupant’s gross income is going 
toward housing costs, including 
utilities. According to Hall’s 
findings, which he presented at 
the supervisors’ Dec. 8 meeting, 
roughly a third of Isle of Wight 
renters are paying 35% or more. 
To fall below the 30% threshold, 
a household would need to earn 
$75,000 a year or more.

Homeownership is likewise 
out of reach for many. According 
to Hall, there were just over 1,100 

Study: Changing IW 
zoning, tax laws could 

spur affordable housing

‘Share the Isle’ plan 
for seniors approved

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

None of Smithfield’s Town 
Council members have gone on 
record as to who they’ll back as 
the town’s next mayor, but some 
say they don’t want the job.

Mayor Carter Williams, who’s 
held the position since 2012, 
received the fewest votes out 
of five candidates seeking four 
available council seats in the 
Nov. 8 election, and as such, will 
be leaving office on Dec. 31.

At the Jan. 3 Town Council 
meeting, the remaining five sit-
ting members and two newcom-
ers who won seats in November 
will be tasked with naming Wil-
liams’ successor. In Smithfield, 
the mayor is not elected directly 
by voters, but by a majority vote 
of sitting council members.

Former Smithfield Police 
Chief Steve Bowman, who was 
the highest vote-getter in No-
vember among the council can-
didates, said he is “not actively 
seeking the office” and would 
“respect and support the coun-
cil’s decision.”

Council member Wayne Hall, 
who was reelected to a new 
four-year term in November 
and secured the highest vote 
total among the three incumbent 
candidates, told The Smith-
field Times on Dec. 26 that he’s 
“thought about” becoming a 
candidate for mayor, but hadn’t 

Who will be 
Smithfield’s 
next mayor?
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line Virginia State Police 
database of cold cases that 
made its debut in June.

According to the cold 
case database, Fergus’ body 
appeared by its state of de-
composition to have been 
partially submerged for at 
least two days in the wa-
ter-filled ditch. Three bullets 
were recovered from Fergus’ 
body, and an autopsy con-
cluded they were the cause 
of Fergus’ death.

It was “an unusually wet 
August,” Dee Dee recalled 
in a recent interview at her 
longtime business, Darden’s 
Country Store.

According to the Times’ 
1992 story, heavy rainfall 
had hit the county for the 
past two weeks, flooding 
Carroll Bridge Road. Fergus’ 
body hadn’t been visible 
from the road, but according 
to Dee Dee, the two pass-
ers-by caught a glimpse of 
a gold chain Fergus had 
been wearing, glistening in 
the sun, and decided to look 
closer.

“They were scared 
to death,” Dee Dee recalled.

After finding Williams’ 
body in 1991, Tommy Darden 
had called his neighbor, 
State Trooper Elwin Kessler, 
to investigate. This time, 
however, the Dardens called 
then-Sheriff Charlie Phelps.

Phelps had stated in the 
1992 story that he believed 
Fergus to have been killed 
somewhere other than 
where his body was found.

Who was 
Desmond Anthony 

Fergus?
According to reporting 

by the Times and The Daily 
Press at the time, Isle of 
Wight investigators were 
able to identify Fergus by 
tracing a beeper found on 
the body to a Virginia Beach 
company with records show-
ing it belonged to Fergus. 
Someone working at the 
company, who is unnamed 
in the Daily Press story, 
had known Fergus and told 
officers where he lived.

The small radio receiv-
er, also known as a pager, 
became popular in the late 
1980s and early 1990s as a 
precursor to cellphones. The 
device would beep or vibrate 
to let a user know someone 
was trying to contact them 
by phone.

According to the Daily 

Press, Fergus’ family had 
reported him missing to 
Norfolk police the day prior 
to his body being found. 
Phelps told reporters at the 
time that police were able to 
confirm the murder victim’s 
identity by comparing the 
body’s fingerprints with 
those in Fergus’ criminal 
file. Fergus had been arrest-
ed on several misdemeanor 
charges, including bran-
dishing a firearm, Phelps 
had said.

According to Fergus’ 
death certificate, which the 
Times was able to obtain 
from Ancestry.com, Fergus 
was born on March 15, 1965, 
to Cleve Lewis and Janet 
Fergus in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, a Caribbe-
an island nation. He was a 
U.S. citizen, never married, 
and was working as an auto 
mechanic at the time of his 
death.

Janet was living in Vir-
ginia Beach at the time of 
her  son’s 

death, according to the Dai-
ly Press story, but the Times 
was unable to locate contact 
info for either parent.

A dumping ground 
for drug-related 

crimes?
Though Williams and 

Fergus were both Black, 
both had criminal records, 
and were discovered dead 
within less than a mile of 
each other over a 14-month 
period, Phelps had attribut-
ed the similarities to coinci-
dence when speaking to the 
Times for the Aug. 26, 1992, 
story — stating he believed 
killers from other jurisdic-
tions were dumping their 
victims in Isle of Wight, 
counting on its rural char-
acter to delay the finding 
of any bodies and possibly 
erase any clues left behind.

The two murders are 
listed separately in the State 
Police cold case database.

“It was just weird that 
within a year’s time there 
were two bodies here,” Dee 
Dee said.

In both cases, it took state 
medical examiners well 
over a month to determine 
a cause of death.

Dr. B.F. Jamison, who’d 
served as the medical exam-
iner in the Williams case, 
had listed “craniocerebral 
trauma” from being “beat-
en” as Williams’ cause of 

death, suggesting the burn-
ing and mutilation may have 
occurred after Williams was 
already dead.

The state had denied the 
Times’ October Freedom of 
Information Act request for 
Williams’ certificate, though 
under state law death certif-
icates become public record 
after 25 years, nor was it 
listed on Ancestry.com as 
Fergus’ had been. The Times 
was able to obtain the docu-
ment in December by going 
through the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health process for 
purchasing extra certified 
copies of death certificates.

Jamison had signed Wil-
liams’ certificate on July 
26, 1991, nearly two months 
after the Dardens discovered 
Williams’ body on June 5 of 
that year. Fergus’ certifi-
cate, which is signed by Dr. 
Stephen S. Marsh, is dated 
Dec. 21, 1992 — nearly four 
months after Fergus’ body 
was found. Fer-

gus’ certif-
icate lists 
“ m u l t i p l e 
g u n s h o t 
w o u n d s ” 
f r o m  a 
h a n d g u n 
a s  t h e 
cause of 
death.

Jami-
s o n ,  a 

l o n g t i m e 
Smithfield doctor who still 
lives in town, told the Times 
in a phone interview this 
week that he remembered 
driving out to the Darden 
farm to see Williams’ body. 
Jamison noted he’d “seen a 
lot worse” in his decades as 
the state’s medical examin-
er for Isle of Wight County 
crime scenes.

The Times was unable to 
locate current contact infor-
mation for Marsh.

Dee Dee Darden nev-
er heard from police any 
theories as to who could 
have killed Fergus, or why, 
but she’s always assumed 
over the decades that it was 
drug-related based on the 
beeper Fergus was found 
wearing.

According to reporting 
by The Washington Post, 
pagers had become a sta-
ple of the drug trade by 
the late 1980s, with dealers 
sometimes dialing 911 to 
alert their beeper-wearing 
couriers that police were 
closing in.

Phelps could vaguely re-
member only one of the two 
homicides near the Darden 
store when speaking to the 
Times last month, but reit-
erated his earlier theory that 
one or both may have been 
killed elsewhere.

“It almost sounds like 
they were disposed of out 
there,” Phelps said.
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the supply of more affordable 
housing for persons of all 
ages by offering incentives 
to private developers.”

The document further 
calls for expanding the 
county’s bicycle and pe-
destrian trails; expanding 
its Parks and Recreation 
Department’s programs to 
include exercise options for 
all ability levels; expanding 
public transportation op-
tions, to include the existing 
I-Ride bus system operated 
by Senior Services of South-
eastern Virginia; allowing 
accessory apartments in all 
residential zoning districts; 

improving the accessibility 
of health services; and hiring 
a full-time “livable commu-
nity coordinator” to serve as 
a point of contact for health 
care and support services for 
seniors.

“You don’t know what 
they do, you don’t know what 
the acronym stands for, you 
don’t know how to apply for 
it, you don’t know who to 
call; there needs to be as part 
of this whole plan some kind 
of a clearing station,” said 
Supervisor Dick Grice.

Supervisor Rudolph Jef-
ferson then urged seniors, 
“Don’t wait until you get 

into a crisis before you ask 
for help.”

Supervisor William Mc-
Carty, prior to voting on the 
document, called for adding 
an “overarching umbrella” 
focus on seniors’ financial 
security. Carrollton resident 
Tom Finderson had request-
ed the addition during the 
meeting’s public hearing on 
the “Share the Isle” plan.

“Seniors who depend pri-
marily on Social Security 
are in crisis; they’re being 
moved to the poverty level,” 
Finderson said.

ed to be higher, but by year 
eight the $1,400 payment 
will kick in to offset what 
the county would otherwise 
lose due to the panels’ depre-
ciation in value.

The $1,400 payment is 
projected to bring in $1.76 
million beyond what the 
county would receive if Pine 
Gate were to only pay M&T 
taxes. Factoring in both the 
revenue sharing payment 
and estimated real estate 
tax revenue, the project is 
estimated to bring in a total 
of $4.5 million over 40 years 
- up from the $3.3 million 
estimated in 2019. Were the 
land to remain in its cur-
rent agricultural use, the 
county would receive just 
over $207,000 over the same 
40-year period.

The supervisors had pre-
viously considered Pine 
Gate’s proposal in Novem-
ber. At their December 
meeting, the supervisors 

remained skeptical as to 
whether the county would 
receive the full $4.5 million 
were the project to be de-
commissioned before the 40 
years were up.

Supervisor William Mc-
Carty told Pine Gate officials 
on Dec. 8 that he wanted to 
see “some kind of payout” 
in the event the project is 
decommissioned early.

Supervisor Dick Grice 
then called for a “set real-
istic expectation” as to the 
revenue the county would 
receive.

Pine Gate officials con-
tend their lease of the land 
specifies a term up to 40 
years, and that they expect 
the project to be in service 
that long, but couldn’t guar-
antee what might happen in 
the decades to come.

The 2019 Ho-Fel project 
is one of six solar farms 
approved for Isle of Wight 
County. Isle of Wight’s only 

operational solar farm, a 
20-megawatt, 180-acre Long-
wood Drive facility known as 
Woodland, began generating 
power in 2017.

The other pending proj-
ects include the 20-megawatt, 
193-acre Solidago solar farm 
near the Isle of Wight County 
Courthouse; the 85-mega-
watt, 730-acre Windsor PV-1 
farm near the town of Wind-
sor; the 240-megawatt, 1,750-
acre Cavalier farm that will 
span the Isle of Wight-Sur-
ry county border; and the 
2-megawatt, 20-acre Nuby 
Run farm on Orbit Road. 
Isle of Wight’s Planning 
Commission recommended 
approval in November for 
a seventh farm known as 
Carver Solar, which is pro-
posed to generate 71 mega-
watts and span 637 acres 
adjacent to Windsor PV-1, 
but the Carver project has 
yet to be voted on by the 
supervisors.
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Staff report

Smithfield Foods last 
week announced senior 
management team changes 
following Chief Operating 
Officer Brady Stewart’s 
decision to depart the com-
pany and accept a position 
with an unidentified indus-
try competitor.

“While the company 

evaluates longer-term or-
ganizational changes, mem-
bers of Smithfield’s opera-
tions team – including those 
leading hog production, 
manufacturing, fresh pork, 
business management and 
sales – report to President 
and CEO Shane Smith, ef-
fective immediately,” the 
company said in a news 
release.

 “We have a talented 
management team and re-
gret the loss of a valued 
leader like Brady,” said 
Smith. “Fortunately, we 
have a deep bench of senior 
executives with extensive 
experience at our compa-
ny. We thank Brady for 
his many contributions to 
Smithfield over the last six 
years and wish him well.”

Smithfield Foods 
COO departs
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