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Then, the Sheriff’s Office
sent in Sgt. BarisDemirci and
hisK9, Titan, a blackGerman
shepherd whose zeal for po-
licework lives up tohis name.
Titanstartedbarkingat awall
and police realized the sus-
pect was behind the plaster.
Somehow he’d fallen through
a floor and ended up next to
the sumppump.
“If it wasn’t for Titan, they

would never have found the
guy,” said Deputy Bo Trus-
low, also a K9 officer. “The
guy was breathing through
a tube to the outside, hiding
behind a wall. What human
wouldhave foundhimthere?”
Demirci admits the case

was one of the finermoments

for the4-year-oldTitan.
“You’re like a proud dad

when you see him perform,”
said Demirci, a patrol deputy
who also directs the county’s
K9 teams and is the president
of the Virginia Police Canine
Association. “We put a lot of
work into these dogs, when
they finally get to do it anddo
itwell, it’s exciting.”
And that’s about as close

to gushing as Demirci gets.
An Army soldier for five
years and policeman for 12,
the 6-foot 4-inch officer is as
solid as awall a suspectmight
hide behind—and about as
chatty as one. Teammates
sarcastically describe him as
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After aman tried to abduct aStaffordCounty child earlier this year, nearly every
lawenforcementofficer in the county got involved, including apolice dog that’s gotten

considerable attention inhis 2½yearswith theStaffordSheriff’sOffice.
Investigators tracked the suspect tohis EmbreyMill home, called in aSWATteam, sent in adrone,

used crisis negotiators anddeployed chemicals, but got no response fromthe inside.

Stafford police release
the Titan on local crime

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Deputy Dominic Ferrell grimaces as Titan, handled by Sgt. Baris Demirci, digs his teeth into the bite suit in training.

Titan sprints toward a squad car that contains a ‘suspect’
during a training exercise in Stafford on Sept. 27.

K9 IS AREA’S TOPDOGFORNABBING SUSPECTS

SEE TITAN, A16

BYDAVERESS
RICHMONDTIMES–DISPATCH

Virginianswithdisabilitiesare
struggling to afford care at home
or in an assisted living facil-
ity because state financial assis-
tance doesn’t offer enough help
with current costs, according to
the Commonwealth Council on
Aging, a state government advi-
soryboard.
The council is asking the

General Assembly to pitch in to
increase these allowances.
It is also asking the legislature

to consider additional protec-
tions for adults who are under
guardianships or conservator-
ships, such as requiring periodic
court hearings to review these
cases, a recommendation of the

Council for
elderly calls
for more
funds, help

BYREBECCASANTANA
ANDMEGKINNARD
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

FORT MYERS, Fla .—With a
death toll nearing three dozen,
rescuers searched on Saturday
for survivors among the Florida
homes ruined by Hurricane Ian,
while authorities and stunned
residents in South Carolina be-
gan surveying their losses and
assessing the damage from the
powerful storm’s strike there.
Ian, one of the strongest hur-

ricanes ever to hit the U.S., ter-
rorized millions for most of the
week, battering western Cuba
beforerakingacrossFloridafrom
the Gulf ofMexico to the Atlan-
tic Ocean, and then mustering
a final assault on the Caroli-
nas. The storm then weakened
Saturday rolling into the mid-
Atlantic.
At least 35 people were con-

SEE AGING, A16

After Ian,
focus
turns to
recovery
HURRICANE DEATH TOLL
RISES AS RESCUERS CONTINUE
TO SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS

SEE STORM, A6

InsideFredericksburg teen aims 
to inspire others with art, 
activism. COMMUNITIES, PAGE A10

DAVE RESS
Richmond Times–Dispatch‌

Gov. Glenn Youngkin will ask 
the General Assembly to create 
a $10 million fund for advanced 
energy projects, including his 
“moonshot” goal of having the 
first small modular nuclear reac-
tor up and running in Southwest 
Virginia in 10 years.

Youngkin said the fund will 
slate $5 million for the reactor 
work.

And separately, the state will 
make a coordinated effort with 
universities and businesses to 
nail down grants for the re-
search, design and engineer-
ing work needed to make small 
modular reactors. The reactors 
are no larger than one-third the 
size of the current giants and are 
intended to be assembled from 
components that can be pro-
duced in large enough numbers 
to bring costs down sharply.

In addition, Youngkin said his 
new Virginia Power Innovation 
Fund would look at such projects 
as pumping methane and water 
into abandoned underground 
mines, where they could generate 
hydrogen, a clean fuel that some 
scientists think could eventually 
meet an important part of an ev-
er-growing energy demand.

The fund will also explore 
carbon capture projects, for in-
stance, to draw the greenhouse 
gas carbon dioxide from the air 
and use it to make concrete and 
paint.

CATHY DYSON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR‌

As the radiologist drew a tissue 
sample for a biopsy, Boyd Elliott 
knew by the look on her face that 
something wasn’t right, but he 
wasn’t prepared for the news that 
followed.

He had cancer—breast cancer.
All he could think in that mo-

ment, when it seemed like the 
world had stopped turning, was 
that it couldn’t be possible.

“You can’t be telling me I’ve got 
breast cancer, it doesn’t happen to 
men,” he responded.

The disease is far more common 
among women, but about one of 
every 100 breast cancers diag-
nosed in the United States is in a 
man, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

One in 8 women will develop 
the disease in her lifetime, while 
the rate is 1 in 833 men, according 
to the American Cancer Society.

When Elliott first noticed a 
hard lump on his left nipple in 

October 2020, the Spotsylvania 
County man “kind of ignored it 
for a week or so, thinking it’s going 
to go away.”

Man fights breast cancer
TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR‌

Known for the award-winning dill pickles he makes and gives as gifts, Boyd Elliott of Spotsylvania County is sharing something else: letting other 
men know they can develop breast cancer. ‘I’d like to let men know, it can happen and I’m a testimony to that,’ the 75-year-old says.

Youngkin 
announces 
$10 million 
energy fund

ADELE UPHAUS
THE FREE LANCE-STAR‌

In its efforts to hire Mark Taylor 
as superintendent, the Spotsylva-
nia School Board took the unusual 
step of engaging officials from the 
state Department of Education in 
the process.

Leadership at the Virginia De-
partment of Education, including 
State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Jillian Balow, commu-
nicated with Spotsylvania School 

Board members 
throughout the 
hiring process. 
Such involvement 
is uncommon, ac-
cording to a recent 
former state secre-
tary of education, 
three former Spot-
sylvania School 
Board members and the director of 
the Virginia Association of School 
Boards.

The school system’s previous 
superintendent, Scott Baker, was 
fired without cause during a closed 
session at a Jan. 10 School Board 
meeting. 

Taylor will begin his appointment 

as superintendent 
Nov. 1. With an 
annual base sal-
ary of $245,000, 
he will be the sec-
ond-highest-paid 
school division 
leader in the 
greater Fredericks-
burg region. While 

Taylor has served in administrative 
government roles, he has no prior 
education leadership experience.

The board’s 4–3 decision to hire 
Taylor, who served as Spotsylvania 
County administrator from 2015–
19 before taking the same position 
in Greene County, has caused con-
tention on the School Board and 

among residents. Over the past sev-
eral months, parents have expressed 
concerns over the selection process, 
Taylor’s lack of experience in edu-
cation and his personal ties to the 
school board chairman.

Critics of Taylor’s selection 
also have pointed to controversial 
social media posts made to a pro-
file appearing to belong to Taylor. 
Members of the Virginia Board of 
Education referred to these posts, 
which one member described as ra-
cially and socially insensitive, when 
discussing whether Taylor would be 
granted a superintendent’s license.

The board ultimately voted 6–2 
in favor of licensure, though sev-
eral who voted to grant Taylor the 

license agreed that the posts, if le-
gitimate, would have disqualified 
him from a leadership position if 
they had been doing the hiring.

Taylor suggested during an inter-
view with ABC7 last month that the 
social media posts were the result of 
his profile being hacked.

Last week, two county residents, 
Jeffrey Glazer and Christina Ra-
mos, filed a petition in Spotsylvania 
Circuit Court requesting “a tem-
porary and permanent injunction 
against the hiring of Mark Taylor.” 
The petitioners are requesting a ju-
dicial review of the School Board’s 
decision.

State agency had role in Spotsy hire
School Board chair 
sought help to certify 
new superintendent

Twigg Balow

Local pickle grower 
hopes his story can 
help preserve lives

“If you ever feel something out of the ordinary, 
go get it checked out. It may be nothing to 
worry about, but if it is something that needs 
to be taken care of, catch it early.”

Boyd Elliott 

Governor pitches  
plan to pay for  
power projects

Please see ENERGY, Page A18

Please see SCHOOLS, Page A15

Please see CANCER, Page A18
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Emails obtained by The 
Free Lance–Star from the 
state Department of Educa-
tion through requests under 
the Freedom of Information 
Act show a senior adviser to 
Balow and Elizabeth Schultz, 
assistant superintendent of 
public instruction, were 
early points of contact for 
School Board members. 
That adviser, Jon Russell, is 
now the Spotsylvania school 
division’s manager of execu-
tive communications.

Atif Qarni, former Vir-
ginia Secretary of Education, 
said it is “rare for [the] State 
Board of Education or VDOE 
to get involved” in the hiring 
of a local superintendent.

“The involvement usu-
ally happens when a school 
division has had a history of 
failing to meet State Stan-
dards of Accreditation, and 
VDOE gets involved to work 
out a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the local 
division to intervene in spe-
cific matters,” Qarni wrote in 
an email to The Free Lance–
Star. “This could possibly 
include selection of a su-
perintendent; however, this 
usually would be written out 
in the MOU and agreed upon 
by both sides.”

School Board member Lisa 
Phelps emailed Schultz on 
Jan. 24, soon after Schultz 
was appointed to her po-
sition at the VDOE by Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin, requesting 
a meeting.

Phelps contacted Schultz 
again May 4, informing her 
that the School Board would 
request an extension to the 
120-day time frame that 
Virginia Code provides for a 
school board to fill a super-
intendent vacancy. Phelps 
also referred to an upcoming 
conference that both would 
attend.

Schultz replied to Phelps 
the same day, thanking her 
for the “opportunity to 
touch base on Spotsylva-
nia County Superintendent 
search” and saying, “It will 
be a pleasure to meet you at 
the Education Summit.”

She also forwarded 
Phelps’s email to Balow, 
Russell, and Balow’s Chief 
of Staff Dicky Shanor.

Later in May, VDOE Chief 
Policy Analyst Rebecca 
Askew passed along to Rus-
sell a request from Twigg 
for a meeting with Balow, to 
discuss “hiring, ratios and 
standards of learning,” ac-
cording to her email, which 
she copied to Twigg at his 
personal AOL email address. 
Twigg later followed up on 
that request for a meeting 
in another email to Russell.

Russell scheduled the 
meeting with Balow via 
Zoom on May 31.

School Board member 
Dawn Shelley, who served as 
board chair prior to Twigg, 
said she never requested a 
meeting with the state su-
perintendent during her 
term as chair.

“I would not think it ap-
propriate. There are over 

130 school boards in Vir-
ginia. I wouldn’t think the 
State Superintendent would 
have time for that,” Shelley 
wrote in an email to The Free 
Lance–Star.

Two other former Spot-
sylvania School Board chairs, 
Baron Braswell and Erin 
Grampp, also said they never 
requested meetings with the 
state superintendent and 
could not think of a reason 
why they would.

In April, the School Board 
hired GR Recruiting to con-
duct the search for a new di-
vision superintendent.

On May 16, the School 
Board held a special meeting 
with consultant Sandi Gero 
to finalize the requirements 
and profile for the new su-
perintendent. At that meet-
ing, board members argued 
against requiring that the 
successful candidate have 
experience in public edu-
cation.

Gero told the board she 
didn’t expect to receive any 
applications from non-ed-
ucators.

On May 20, School Board 
attorney Brad King sent 
Twigg an email citing sec-
tion 8VAC20-390-10 of 
Virginia Administrative 
Code, which states the re-
quirements for being placed 
on the state’s list of eligible 
superintendent candidates.

According to the code, 
one of the qualifications 
applicants must meet to be 
placed on the list is, “at least 
five years of satisfactory and 
full-time experience in ad-
ministration or supervision, 
or both, in public schools.”

“Here is the state regula-
tion we just discussed,” King 
wrote to Twigg. “As you 
see, this confirms what the 
state STATUTE says: that 
the superintendents must 
come from the list of eligi-
ble candidates maintained 
by the State Board of Edu-
cation. The qualifications 
and routes for getting on 
that list are included in this 
regulation.”

King later resigned from 
his position as the board’s 
attorney.

On June 7, Twigg for-
warded King’s email with 
the citation from 8VAC20-
390-10 to Russell, along 
with a different section of 
the Administrative Code.

According to that section, 
8VAC20-23-630, individu-
als may be candidates for a 
superintendent’s license if 
they have a master’s degree 
or equivalent, a minimum 
of three years of successful 
experience in a senior lead-
ership position and a recom-
mendation from “a Virginia 
school board interested in 
employing the individual.”

Twigg asked Russell in the 
June 7 email for “any help 
to write a summary or that 
tweeks [sic] state require-
ments.”

In a document attached 
to the June 7 email, either 
Twigg or Russell annotated 
the quoted code section with 
the following: “A Virginia 
School Board can choose a 
Superintendent who is an 
experienced leader from 
outside the world of pub-
lic education. The School 
Board’s right to choose an 
outsider as their Superin-
tendent is found in Option 
IV in the regulation relating 
to the licensure of a Super-
intendent. Mr. Russell notes 
that the recommendation 
called for ... would be in the 
form of a letter signed by the 
local School Board Chair-
man. That’s all there is to it.”

GR Recruiting accepted 
applications for the super-
intendent position through 
mid-June, and the School 
Board held two rounds of 
interviews of the top candi-
dates at the end of June and 
in early July.

The School Board held a 
special meeting to discuss 
the final two candidates for 
superintendent July 8, but 
held no public vote to rec-
ommend either one.

The next morning, Twigg 
sent Russell an email with 
a “confidential” letter at-
tached recommending Tay-
lor for the position.

On July 10, a Sunday, 
Russell forwarded the email 
and attached letter to Balow, 
writing, “Jillian if you have a 
chance please review this at-
tachment. I will try to reach 
you tonight.”

Russell sent Twigg’s letter 
to the VDOE’s director of li-
censure, Maggie Clemmons, 
on July 11, and asked her to 
add Taylor to the list of can-
didates for licensure by the 
Board of Education.

On July 26, Russell for-

warded an email chain be-
tween Taylor and Clemmons 
to Shanor.

“Chief of Staff Shanor, 
please meet Spotsy School 
Board Chairman Twigg & 
Mark Taylor,” Russell wrote. 
“I have been working hard to 
get Mark through the end-
zone to be approved as su-
perintendent by the Board 
of Education at their next 
meeting.”

On Aug. 4, Twigg wrote 
to Shanor, thanking him 
for “your letter earlier this 
week that validates Mark 
Taylor has completed his 
requirements” and for shar-
ing the news that “your team 
walked down the hall and 
put [Taylor’s] name in the 
stack of several superinten-
dents that will [via package] 
be approved at the school 
board’s August meeting on 
the 17th....”

Twigg asked Shanor to 
tell him if he should expect 
anything to delay the Board 
of Education’s approval of 
Taylor’s licensure.

“As you know, we are anx-
ious to get started with our 
new superintendent, and we 
want no setbacks,” he wrote.

Shanor replied that “it 
should be a consent agenda 
item so no concerns.”

The Board of Educa-
tion did pull Taylor’s name 
from the list of candidates 
for licensure Aug. 17 after 
it became evident that the 
Spotsylvania School Board 
had not voted in public to 
recommend him.

Board of Education mem-
bers at the Sept. 15 meeting 
said they were satisfied that 
this “procedural error” had 
been remedied and approved 
Taylor’s licensure by a 6–2 
vote.

Hiring a superintendent 
is one of the duties assigned 
to local school boards by Vir-
ginia Code, said Gina Patter-
son, executive director of the 
Virginia School Board Asso-
ciation, which has facilitated 
superintendent searches for 
many school divisions.

Patterson said the state 
Department of Education 
typically has little involve-
ment in the process beyond 
granting licensure.

Adele Uphaus: 540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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ASHRAF KHALIL 
Associated Press‌

WASHINGTON — After 
finishing a tour in Afghan-
istan in 2013, Dionne Wil-
liamson felt emotionally 
numb. More warning signs 
appeared during several 
years of subsequent over-
seas postings.

“It’s like I lost me some-
where,” said Williamson, 
a Navy lieutenant com-
mander who experienced 
disorientation, depression, 
memory loss and chronic 
exhaustion. “I went to my 
captain and said, ‘Sir, I need 
help. Something’s wrong.’”

As the Pentagon seeks to 
confront spiraling suicide 
rates in the military ranks, 
Williamson’s experiences 
shine a light on the reali-
ties for service members 
seeking mental health help. 
For most, simply acknowl-
edging their difficulties can 
be intimidating. And what 
comes next can be frustrat-
ing and dispiriting.

Williamson, 46, eventu-
ally found stability through 
a monthlong hospitalization 
and a therapeutic program 
that incorporates horseback 
riding. But she had to fight 
for years to get the help she 
needed. “It’s a wonder how 
I made it through,” she said.

In March, Defense Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin an-
nounced the creation of an 
independent committee to 
review the military’s mental 
health and suicide preven-
tion programs.

According to Defense 
Department data, suicides 
among active-duty service 
members increased more 
than 40% between 2015 
and 2020. The numbers 
jumped by 15% in 2020 
alone. In longtime suicide 
hotspot postings such as 
Alaska — service members 
and their families contend 
with extreme isolation and 
a harsh climate — the rate 
has doubled.

A 2021 study by the Cost 
of War Project concluded 
that since 9/11, four times as 
many service members and 
veterans have died by suicide 
as have perished in combat. 
The study detailed stress 
factors particular to mili-
tary life: “high exposure to 
trauma — mental, physical, 
moral, and sexual — stress 
and burnout, the influence 
of the military’s hegemonic 
masculine culture, contin-
ued access to guns, and the 
difficulty of reintegrating 
into civilian life.”

The Pentagon did not re-
spond to repeated requests 
for comment. But Austin 
has publicly acknowledged 
that the Pentagon’s cur-
rent mental health offer-
ings — including a Defense 
Suicide Prevention Office 
established in 2011 — have 
proven insufficient.

Last year the Army issued 
fresh guidelines to its com-
manders on how to handle 
mental health problems in 
the ranks, complete with 
briefing slides and a script. 
But daunting long-term 
challenges remain. Many 
soldiers fear the stigma of 
admitting to mental health 
problems within the in-
ternal military culture of 
self-sufficiency. And those 
who seek help often find 
that stigma is not only real, 
but compounded by bu-
reaucratic obstacles.

Much like the problem of 
food insecurity in military 
families, a network of mil-
itary-adjacent charitable 
organizations has tried to 
fill the gaps with a variety 
of programs and outreach 

efforts.
Some are purely recre-

ational, such as an annual 
fishing tournament in 
Alaska designed to provide 
fresh air and socialization 
for service members. Others 
are more focused on self-
care, like an Armed Ser-
vices YMCA program that 
offers free child care so that 
military parents can attend 
therapy sessions.

The situation in Alaska 
is particularly dire. In Jan-
uary, after a string of sui-
cides, Command Sgt. Maj. 
Phil Blaisdell addressed his 
soldiers in an emotional 
Instagram post. “When did 
suicide become the answer,” 
he asked. “Please send me a 
DM if you need something. 
Please …”

U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkow-
ski, R-Alaska, said that 
while posting to Alaska can 
be a dream for some service 
members, it’s a solitary 
nightmare for others that 
needs to be addressed.

“You’ve got to be paying 
attention to this when you 
see the statistics jump as 
they are,” Murkowski said. 
“Right now, you’ve got ev-
erybody. You’ve got the Joint 
Chiefs looking at Alaska 
and saying, ‘Holy smokes, 
what’s going on up there?’”

The stresses of an Alaska 
posting are compounded by 
a shortage of on-the-ground 
therapists. During a visit to 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Rich-
ardson in Alaska earlier this 
year, Army Secretary Chris-
tine Wormuth heard from 
base health care workers who 
say they are understaffed, 
burned out and can’t see 
patients on a timely basis. 
If a soldier seeks help, they 
often have to wait weeks for 
an appointment.

“We have people who 
need our services and we 
can’t get to them,” one 
longtime counselor told 
Wormuth during a meeting. 
“We need staff and until we 
get them, we will continue 
to have soldiers die.”

The annual Combat Fish-
ing Tournament in Seward, 
Alaska, was formed to “get 
the kids out of the barracks, 
get them off the base for 
the day and get them out 
of their heads,” said co-
founder Keith Manternach.

The tournament, which 
was begun in 2007 and 
now involves more than 300 
service members, includes 
a day of deep-water fishing 
followed by a celebratory 
banquet with prizes for the 
largest catch, smallest catch 
and the person who gets the 
sickest.

“I think there’s a huge 
element of mental health to 
it,” Manternach said.

It’s not just in Alaska.
Sgt. Antonio Rivera, an 

18-year veteran who com-
pleted three tours in Iraq and 
a year at Guantanamo Bay in 
Cuba, freely acknowledges 
that he has serious PTSD.

“I know that I need help. 
There’s signs and I’ve 
waited long enough,” said 
Rivera, 48, who is assigned 
to Fort Hood in Texas. “I 
don’t want my children to 
suffer because of me not 
going to get help.”

He’s doing yoga, but says 
he needs more. He’s reluc-
tant to seek help inside the 
military.

“Personally I’d feel more 
comfortable being able to 
talk to someone outside,” he 
said. “It would allow me to 
open up a lot more without 
having to be worried about 
how it’s going to affect my 
career.”

SUSAN WALSH, ASSOCIATED PRESS‌

Dionne Williamson, of Patuxent River, Md., grooms Woody 
before her riding lesson at Cloverleaf Equine Center on 
Sept. 13 in Clifton, Va. 

FILE, PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE–STAR‌

Attendees take their seats ahead of a Spotsylvania School Board meeting in September.

FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press‌

WASHINGTON — More 
than 9 million people and 
families who did not re-
ceive their advance child 
tax credit checks, stimulus 
payments and other tax re-
bates will soon get a letter 
from the IRS to claim their 
money.

The tax credit was origi-
nally offered through Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s $1.9 trillion 
coronavirus relief package. 
The government says some 

families may be leaving up to 
$3,600 per child unclaimed, 
as well as other payments 
owed to them.

IRS Commissioner Chuck 
Rettig says many people 
who qualify for the tax ben-
efits will need to file a 2021 
federal income tax return to 
get the credit.

“We don’t want people to 
overlook these tax credits, 
and the letters will remind 
people of their potential el-
igibility and steps they can 
take,” Rettig said in a state-

ment.
The letter, printed in En-

glish and Spanish, outlines 
eligibility requirements 
for the child tax credit, the 
earned income tax credit 
and others.

The child tax credit pro-
gram, which was expanded 
during the pandemic, 
helped tens of millions of 
kids and their families, 
and contributed to a 46% 
decline in child poverty 
since 2020, according to a 
September report from the 

Census Bureau.
Since that program has 

ended, there are already 
indications that child pov-
erty is increasing. Columbia 
University’s Center on Pov-
erty and Social Policy esti-
mates 3.7 million more chil-
dren were living in poverty 
by January — a 41% increase 
from December, when fami-
lies received their last check.

There are efforts in Con-
gress to make the credit 
permanently available to all 
families with children.

IRS to remind people to claim tax credits

JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER
Associated Press‌

HONOLULU — A mag-
nitude 5.0 earthquake was 
the strongest of a series of 
temblors that struck Friday 
on Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, the 
largest active volcano on the 
planet that scientists say is 
in a “state of heightened un-
rest.”

Smaller aftershocks fol-

lowed, according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey.

The series started with a 
4.6 magnitude quake sec-
onds before the larger one, 
which the USGS previously 
reported as having magni-
tude of 5.1.

The first one was slightly 
offshore and south of the 
town of Pahala, followed by 
the larger quake just south 

of Pahala beneath a highway, 
the Hawaiian Volcano Obser-
vatory said in a statement.

Hawaii County Mayor 
Mitch Roth said there were 
no immediate reports of 
major damage or injuries. 
He said later there was some 
minor damage in Pahala, 
including tiles that fell in a 
county building.

“Shaking from the larger 

earthquakes may have been 
strong enough to do minor 
local damage, especially to 
older buildings,” the obser-
vatory’s statement said. “The 
two earthquakes occurred 
within 24 seconds of each 
other creating shaking of 
longer duration and possibly 
greater intensity than either 
of the earthquakes would 
have created on their own.”

Series of quakes rattles Hawaii island

U.S. military seeks to 
address mental health
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By James Scott Baron
The Free Lance–Star

Ray Chung can’t stop creating.
He used some of his creative 

skills to modify a handful of com-
monly used surgical instruments, 
but his love for his rescue dog 
Mukha and the peaceful life his 
family and the dog once enjoyed 
at their country home in Rapidan 
inspired Chung to create a chil-
dren’s book.

“I thought it might be a nice 
way of entertaining children and 
providing them with a glimpse 
of life in the country to which 
they might not otherwise have 
had exposure,” Chung, a Fred-
ericksburg orthopedic hand 
surgeon said. “Putting the pieces 
together, I wondered what would 
happen if Mukha ended up at a 

steeplechase race.”
Released on April 11 and pub-

lished by Belle Isle Books of Rich-
mond, “Off to the Races With 
Mukha the Dingo” is 40 pages, 
and Chung said it’s not only fun 
for children 2 and older, but it 
also provides several life lessons 
sandwiched between colorful il-
lustrations by Boston-based art-
ist Emily Hurst Pritchett.

“The book was meant origi-
nally as kind of an entertaining 
book, just more of a fun thing 
highlighting some facets of life 
in Central Virginia,” Chung said.

Chung calls his new children’s 
book a true “resilience story” 
that includes many of the chal-
lenges Chung himself faced early 
in his life.

Surgeon tries hand 
at writing kids’ tale 

TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Dr. Ray Chung stands outside his Fredericksburg medical office with his new book, ‘Off to the 
Races with Mukha the Dingo,’ a story inspired by his late rescue dog that he hopes inspires kids.

Ray Chung

Chung’s beloved Carolina  
dog, Mukha, died in 2020.

RESCUE DOG INSPIRED CHILDREN’S BOOK

VIEW: To see more  
about Ray Chung’s 
new children’s 
book, point your 
smartphone camera at 

the QR code, then tap the link.
SEE Book, A10

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A raging fire destroyed 
part of a Fredericksburg 
retirement community 
late Monday, but no one 
was hurt, officials said.

City fire chief Mike 
Jones said medics went 
to the Madonna House at 
Belmont about 10:15 p.m. 
after receiving a medical 
alarm. After getting there 
and seeing there was a fire, 

the medics called for fire-
fighters.

A large blaze shooting 
from the top of one wing 
of the facility greeted fire-
fighters. Jones said first 
responders had to wake 
up some residents at the 
55-and-up facility, but 
most of the residents were 
already out on their own.

“We were very fortu-
nate,” Jones said. “There 
was a lot of fire and heat, 
but as far as I know no one 
was hurt. The firefighters 
did a really good job of get-
ting it under control.”

Seniors displaced 
after blaze in city

Robert A. Martin for The Free Lance–Star

Residents of Madonna House keep an eye on the 
progress of a fire at the complex on Monday night.

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Spotsylvania Coun-
ty School Board is seeking 
a new division leader who 
understands finance and 
is a “trusted educational 
leader,” but is not required 
to have a background in 
instruction or in the pub-

lic school system.
The board approved a 

candidate profile for the 
next division superinten-
dent at a special meeting 
Monday. The profile is in-
cluded in the job posting, 
which is open for applica-
tions through June 17.

School Board members 
Dawn Shelley and Nicole 
Cole attempted Monday to 
make it a requirement that 

Search is on for new 
Spotsy school leader 

SEE FIRE, A3

SEE SPOTSY, A3

By CATHY DYSON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

After living through the tough-
est time of her 17-year nursing 
career, when she said family 
members of patients who didn’t 
believe in COVID-19 accused her 

of killing their loved ones, Sara 
Milliken felt a measure of com-
fort last week in Washington.

She gathered at the Capitol 
for the National Nurses March. 
Being with thousands of other 
nurses who’d been through simi-

lar situations was “very empow-
ering,” she said, but also made her 
realize how serious things are.

“Emotionally, it made me feel 
better that I’m not alone,” she 
said. “Mentally, it made it hard-
er to see a long-term solution.”

Based in Alabama, the Na-
tional Nurses March called 
attention to the ever-growing 
shortage of nurses. Organizers 
asked for nationwide, mandated 
nurse-to-patient ratios—not 

Local nurses call attention to staff shortages, safety concerns

PROVIDED

Nurses gather in D.C. to call 
attention to staff shortages, 
fair pay and safety concerns.SEE NURSES, A10

Board finalizes 
candidate profile 
FOR SUPERINTENDENT

‘VERY FORTUNATE’  
NO ONE WAS INJURED 
IN FIRE, CHIEF SAYS
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City firefighters were 
assisted by units from 
Stafford and Spotsylvania. 
Fire investigators were 
still at the scene Tuesday 
morning, but the cause of 
the fire had not yet been 
determined.

The fire was mostly 
confined to the attic space 
of one section and there 
was no fire in any of the 
rooms. Jones said there is 
no reason to think the fire 
was suspicious.

Many residents have 
already returned to the 
unaffected areas, Jones 
said. One wing suffered 
extensive damage, he said, 
while another had only 
water damage and should 
be ready for the residents 
to return relatively soon.

A medical bus provided 

by Stafford County and 
three FRED buses were 
used to transport affected 
residents to a staging area, 
where they stayed until 
temporary living arrange-
ments could be made. 
Spotsylvania animal con-
trol came to collect pets, 

mostly cats, that were af-
fected by the fire.

“Last night one of our 
local senior apartment 
buildings ... had a terrible 
fire,” Rappahannock Area 
Agency on Aging posted 
on social media Tuesday. 
“The Fredericksburg and 
other fire departments 
and the Fredericksburg 
Police Department did a 
great job of getting people 
out of the building and 
across a major street to 
safety. And to all the resi-
dents who kept a smile on 
their faces through prob-
ably one of the scariest 
times of their lives, you all 
are the best.”

American Red Cross 
Virginia Region posted on 
Twitter on Tuesday that 
it deployed a team to sup-
port seniors displaced by 
the fire.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com

FIRE
► FROM A1

pHOTOS BY Robert A. Martin for The Free Lance–Star

Firefighters look for ‘hot spots’ on the roof as they battle a blaze at Madonna 
House at Belmont Senior Apartments in Fredericksburg on Monday night.

Residents Terri Shores 
(seated) and Elizabeth 
Hahn watch as crews 
respond to the fire.
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candidates have a back-
ground in public school 
instruction, but fellow 
board members did not 
support making this a re-
quirement.

“I think we shouldn’t 
insist on educational 
background,” Chair Kirk 
Twigg said.

Twigg asked that the 
candidate profile include 
“business acumen.”

Sandi Gero, a consultant 
with GR Recruiting, the 
firm hired by the board 
to conduct the superin-
tendent search, said the 
board could ask candi-
dates about their business 
experience during the 
interview process.

“We want to focus now 
on pulling some of the 
research-based character-
istics,” Gero said, refer-
ring to community input 
gathered over the past two 
weeks through an online 
survey and five town halls.

Twigg said he doesn’t 
want to wait until the 
interview process to find 
out whether candidate has 
business experience.

“My reason for pro-
ducing that point now is 
because you don’t want 
to bring a total educator 
to the floor and then have 
him pop out a couple of 
business points or project 
management points,” he 
said. “Let them know that 
this school district will 
be looking for some sort 
of business background 
as part of an acceptance 
criteria. Something so 
that we’re not just getting 
a pure educator.”

At Gero’s suggestion, 
the board agreed by con-
sensus to add the phrase 
“someone who under-
stands finance” to the 

candidate profile.
In Virginia, individuals 

can be licensed as public 
school division superin-
tendents if they have ei-
ther a doctorate degree in 
education and five years of 
experience in teaching and 
administration; a master’s 
degree in education and 
extensive experience in 
administration and in-
struction; a valid out-of-
state division superinten-
dent license; or a master’s 
degree and “three years 
of successful, full-time 
experience in a senior 
leadership position, such 
as chief executive officer 
or senior military officer,” 
according to state code.

According to the ap-
proved candidate profile, 
the board is also looking 
for candidates who dem-
onstrate “a student-first 
philosophy” and responsi-
bility for their actions, are 
comfortable making dif-
ficult decisions, are effec-
tive communicators who 
can create strong school-
community relations, are 
transparent and are trusted 
leaders who value ethics 
and lead by example.

The results of the online 
survey, which had about 
1,700 unique responses, 
showed that the commu-
nity’s top three preferred 
leadership qualities are 
effective communication 
and relationship-build-
ing; ability to build trust 
through ethics and integri-
ty; and “leading by example 
through honest practices.”

A majority of the board 
members also rated effec-
tive communication and 
trust-building as the most 
valued leadership traits.

Board members includ-
ed confidence in making 
difficult decisions and use 
of “evidence-based inter-
ventions to obtain equi-

table access to learning for 
ALL students” in their top 
valued traits.

The survey showed that 
although 77 percent of 
respondents said their in-
teractions with the school 
division have been posi-
tive, 73 percent also said 
they would not recom-
mend the division to fam-
ily members or friends.

Gero said this amounts 
to a “marketing problem,” 
while Cole suggested that 
it is “an indication that 
the things that are good 
about the district don’t 
outweigh the negative 
things.”

According to the board’s 
timeline, Gero will pres-
ent the top candidates to 
the board in a closed ses-
sion and the board will fi-
nalize interview questions 
June 28.

The board will conduct 
the first round of inter-
views virtually June 29 and 
the second round July 7.

The successful candi-
date could be announced 
as early as July 7.

Also at Monday’s meet-
ing, Twigg said that the 
Virginia Education Sum-
mit conference attended 
by board members April 
Gillespie and Lisa Phelps 
earlier this month—which 
was paid for using school 
division funds—was “a 
conference with the Vir-
ginia Department of Edu-
cation.”

Elizabeth Shultz, assis-
tant state superintendent 
of public instruction, was 
one of the guest speakers, 
but the conference was not 
sponsored by the VDOE. 
It was sponsored by the 
Middle Resolution Policy 
Network, a registered po-
litical action committee.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele

SPOTSY
► FROM A1

Jan. 6 panel likely 
WON’T call Trump

WASHINGTON—House 
investigators are unlikely to 
call former President Donald 
Trump to testify about his 
role in the Jan. 6, 2021 insur-
rection, relying instead on 
interviews with aides, family 

and others who were close to 
him at the time.

Mississippi Rep. Bennie 
Thompson, the Democratic 
chairman of the nine-mem-
ber panel investigating the 
attack, said Tuesday that it’s 
“not our expectations” to call 
Trump, whose supporters 
broke into the U.S. Capitol 
that day and interrupted the 
certification of President Joe 

Biden’s victory.
Thompson said the panel 

hasn’t made any final deci-
sions, “but there’s no feeling 
among the committee to call 
him as a witness at this point.”

“We’re not sure that the ev-
idence that we receive can be 
any more validated with his 
presence,” Thompson said.
—Associated Press



By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The search continues for a 
new superintendent of Spotsyl-
vania County schools, School 
Board Chair Kirk Twigg said 
during Monday’s School Board 
meeting.

Twigg officially introduced 
new interim superintendent 
Kelly Guempel to the public ear-
ly in the meeting. Guempel has 
been principal of Spotsylvania 
High School for four years and 
was appointed interim superin-
tendent June 21.

“[Guempel] has accepted the 
role of interim superintendent 
indefinitely, while our search 
continues,” Twigg said Monday.

According to the timeline ap-
proved in May, the board had 
anticipated naming a new per-
manent division leader as early 

By LISA MASCARO  
and FARNOUSH AMIRI
AP Congressional Correspondent

WA S H I N G TO N —A br upt ly 
raising the question of witness 
tampering, the Jan. 6 committee 
revealed Tuesday that Donald 
Trump had attempted to contact 
a person who was talking to the 
panel about its investigation of 
the former president and the 
2021 attack on the Capitol.

“We will take any effort to in-
fluence witness testimony very 
seriously,” said Rep. Liz Cheney, 
R-Wyo. She said the committee 
had notified the Justice Depart-
ment.

The person Trump tried to 
contact declined to answer or 
respond to his call, Cheney said. 
Instead the person alerted their 
lawyer who contacted the com-
mittee.

The disclosure by Cheney was 
not the first time the panel has 
raised concerns about witnesses 
being contacted by Trump’s 
team in ways that could reflect 
or at least create the appear-
ance of inappropriate influence. 
It divulged examples last week 
of other times witnesses have 
received outreach from Trump 
allies, some suggesting he was 
aware they were talking to the 
committee, ahead of testimony 
before the panel.
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TrAILBLAZING ACTIVIST–MUSICIAN IN THE SPOTLIGHT

SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH 
CONTINUES; BOARD GETS 
UPDATE ON JOB VACANCIES

By James Scott Baron
The Free Lance–Star

Builders developing neigh-
borhoods in Stafford County 
will have to manage stormwater 
runoff more efficiently, thanks 
to a new ordinance approved by 
county supervisors July 5.

By a 7–0 vote, supervisors 
passed an ordinance that re-
quires builders to place storm-
water management sites in new 
neighborhoods on open parcels, 
capable of handling the storm-
water runoff from multiple 

homes. Unmanaged, stormwa-
ter causes erosion, flooding and 
property damage, but can also 
carry excess nutrients, sedi-
ment and other contaminants 
into rivers and streams.

The new ordinance requires 
builders to enter into a storm-
water management main-
tenance agreement with the 
county to ensure the future 
HOA or the homeowners served 
by the site will be responsible for 
maintenance and repairs of the 
stormwater facility, should the 
HOA cease to exist.

Stafford Planning and Zon-
ing Director Jeff Harvey told 
supervisors the previous county 
subdivision ordinance allowed 
builders to follow a “national 
menu of best management 
practices for stormwater” es-
tablished by the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

The former ordinance al-
lowed stormwater management 
sites to be placed on individual 
homesites, but in some of those 
cases, those sites ended up han-
dling stormwater runoff chan-
neled there from multiple homes 

in the neighborhood. Harvey 
said that practice eventually 
created problems in some sub-
divisions where homeowners 
associations were first created 
then later folded or never re-
newed the necessary documents 
to stay in business. That left the 
burden of maintaining the sites 
on the homeowners.

“That saddles the underly-
ing property owner with the 
maintenance responsibility for 
that facility that serves multiple 

Stafford approves new stormwater management requirements

Spotsy still 
looking for 
new schools 
leader

SEE Schools, A4 SEE Stormwater, A4

Blues magazine heralds 
life of local performer

ROBERT A. MARTIN FOR GERMANNA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Performer and activist Gaye Adegbalola puts on a show during a Black History Month program at Germanna in 2019.

FILE / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

In 1960, Gaye (Todd) Adegbalola walks the picket 
line around the W.T. Grant store in Fredericksburg.

By CATHY DYSON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Gaye Adegbalola is on the cover of 
what she calls “THE magazine in the 

blues world,” looking sassy as ever.
Her lips are pursed and her glasses are 

pulled slightly down her nose, maybe so 
she can gaze right back at anyone who 
gives her the once-over. While her trade-
mark white hair covers half the publica-
tion’s nameplate, her name is big and 
bold with the description “Trailblazer” 
beneath it.

“To me, it’s really a marvelous 
depiction of who Gaye is,” Janice 
Davies, a longtime mentor of 
the performer, said of both the 
cover photo by local photogra-
pher Suzanne Carr Rossi and the 
story. “There’s a glint of humor 
in her eyes that’s blended with 
that serious knowing that she 
has. When you look at it, you see 
a combination of her unique vi-
sion along with her solid issues 
and solid sensibilities.”

Adegbalola says “Living 
Blues” magazine writer Frank 
Matheis has chronicled acoustic 
blues musicians like her for a 
long time and “worked hard to 
get this feature.” While many 
blues songs delve into love and 
heartache, Adegbalola’s goal, of 
getting the pain out, has always 
drawn from a broader pool of ex-
periences, and the article spells 
that out in the first paragraph.

It says her deep blues are 
shaped by her dual struggles as 
a Black lesbian and civil rights 
activist growing up in Freder-

icksburg, where she still lives. 
In describing her lifetime of 
achievements and sorrows, the 
writer calls her a courageous 
trailblazer and hell-raiser, and 
she’s proud of it.

SEE ADEGBALOLA, A4

Panel 
holds 7th 
Jan. 6 
hearing
CONCERNS ALSO CITED 
OVER POSSIBLE ‘EFFORTS  
TO INFLUENCE’ WITNESSES

SEE Riot, A9

Adegbalola graces the 
cover of what she calls ‘THE 
magazine in the blues world.’
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as July 7.
The board held a special 

meeting in closed ses-
sion on Friday to “discuss 
the two finalists for the 
superintendent position,” 
according to the agen-
da, but came out of the 
90-minute closed session 
having made no decision.

“Del ib erat ions  a re 
continuing,” Twigg an-
nounced Friday. “We did 
not make an official deter-
mination/election regard-
ing the superintendent, 
but we the School Board 
are continuing delibera-
tions and a decision re-
mains forthcoming. We 
made some important 
progress and it won’t be 
long.”

At Monday’s meeting, 
the board heard an update 
on the number of vacant 
positions the human re-
sources office is trying to 
fill in the month before the 
school year begins.

Human Resources Di-
rector Amy Williams said 
there are 285 vacancies 
in the division—151 open 
licensed teacher positions; 
100 other classified posi-
tions such as paraprofes-
sionals, school nurses 
and bookkeepers; and 34 
openings in the transpor-
tation department.

Williams said the areas 
of greatest need are K–5 
classroom teachers, with 
58 still needed to fill all va-
cancies; special education 
at all levels; and science, 
math and English second-
ary teachers.

There is also a recruit-

ment effort for substitute 
teachers, Williams said.

The division has filled 
265 licensed positions so 
far this year.

I n  h i s  c o m m e n t s , 
Guempel acknowledged 
that “we have a lot of posi-
tions to fill,” but said staff 
are “giving everything 
they have trying to fill 
these positions.”

Twigg said during his 
board member comments 
that the number of open 
teaching positions—151—
is “a good number” and 
that the division has “em-
barked on what I tell my-
self is a new beginning.”

“We’re getting the back-
bone restructured in this 
county,” he said. “People 
are creeping in wanting to 
work here.”

He continued to say 
that, “a new superinten-
dent is just around the 
corner, and then you will 
see leadership beyond 
measure.”

Board members April 
Gillespie and Rabih Abuis-
mail in their comments 
also asked the community 
to focus on the upcoming 
school year, rather than 
the tensions that have 
plagued the board since 
January.

Those tensions sur-
faced again during public 
comments, when Twigg 
paused the proceedings 
to ask how many of the 
speakers who had not 
yet addressed the board 
planned to talk about the 
board’s behavior.

After several people 
raised their hands, Twigg 
said he would allow them 
to speak but “you will not 
talk about the behavior of 

the board.”
He then attempted to 

call for a recess to consult 
the board’s attorney before 
permitting the last two 
speakers who had signed 
up to address the board.

As some in the audi-
ence grew angry, Gil-
lespie cited School Board 
policy BDDE, which gov-
erns public participation 
at meetings and states, 
“When there is a topic of 
great public interest and 
a large group of citizens 
desiring to speak on the 
same topic, the Board 
Chair may exercise discre-
tion to allow no more than 
five speakers address the 
Board on that topic.”

Board members Nicole 
Cole, Dawn Shelley and 
Lorita Daniels said the 
chairman should state be-
fore public comments be-
gin that he or she plans to 
limit the number of speak-
ers on one topic, rather 
than cutting comments 
short when speakers have 
already been acknowl-
edged.

“While that has always 
been in the policy, it was 
never used because this 
board, at least in the past, 
wanted to allow everyone 
to have their opportunity 
to speak,” Shelley said. “I 
would say at the last [regu-
lar] meeting, five or more 
people spoke about Mrs. 
Cole, but you didn’t cut it 
off then. So why now? Mr. 
Twigg, I’m just going to 
say it doesn’t look good.”

In the end, Twigg al-
lowed public comments to 
continue unrestricted.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

Schools
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lots,” Harvey said. “So 
that’s the problem we have 
and that’s part of what 
we’re trying to accom-
plish with this ordinance 
amendment.”

Although Harvey said 
the new ordinance would 
impact only future neigh-
borhoods and subdivi-
sions, some supervisors 
Tuesday voiced concerns 
about homeowners who 
could suddenly bear the 
responsibility of repairing 
a neighborhood stormwa-
ter management site in a 
cluster of homes under the 
old rules.

Garrisonville District 
Supervisor Pam Yeung 
wanted to know if the new 
ordinance would fix an 
existing stormwater man-
agement issue in a North 
Stafford neighborhood in 
her district.

“It won’t correct exist-
ing problems,” Harvey 
said, but he said a new 
county grant program to 
help fund the repair work 
at stormwater manage-
ment sites could help.

County spokesman An-
drew Spence wrote in 
an email that the county 
has $100,000 to fund a 
Neighborhood Stormwa-
ter Infrastructure Grant 
pilot program intended to 
address drainage issues 
associated with failing 
public infrastructure, 
such as ditches outside of 
the public right-of-way 
and at storm sewer collec-
tion systems.

Spence wrote the grant 

provides up to 75% of the 
total costs for inventory-
ing, inspecting or study-
ing storm systems up to 
a maximum of $6,000. It 
also provides up to 50% 
of the total cost for non-
routine maintenance, 
repairs and improvements 
of storm sewer systems 
up to $25,000 and up to 
50% of the total cost for 
non-routine maintenance, 
repairs and improvements 
of stormwater best man-
agement practices up to 
$7,500.

Spence said the initial 
$100,000 pilot program 
will help county officials 
determine if more money 
will be needed to repair 
aging stormwater facili-
ties built under the former 
code.

“Obviously, we don’t 
have that answer because 
we’ve never done this be-
fore,” Spence said. “It’s a 
pilot program to evaluate 
all those types of chal-
lenges and understand, at 
least an initial scope, of 
what those challenges are 
for the county so that we 
can better engineer what-
ever this program might 
be in the future as we bring 
it to the board (of supervi-
sors).”

Spence said there are 
several neighborhoods be-
ing considered to maintain 
or repair their stormwater 
management systems 
under the grant program. 
Although Spence said the 
demand was enough for 
the county to initiate the 
grant program, he couldn’t 
provide specifics on where 
that demand is coming 
from.

But Spence did say so 
far, 17 applications have 
been submitted for con-
sideration and eight were 
found to be eligible for 
assistance. Grant applica-
tions are reviewed by the 
county’s environmental 
division, which scores 
each application up to 100 
points based on 13 areas 
covered in the funding cri-
teria section of the grant 
program.

Spence said news of 
stormwater facilities in 
need of repair is usually 
discovered based on in-
formation gathered from 
reports or from regular 
site inspections, but he 
also said drainage or other 
problems associated with 
the system can be identi-
fied during periods of high 
water, when systems can 
be seen backing up and not 
performing as designed.

Spence said the county’s 
stormwater pollution hot-
line is available to capture 
resident concerns and 
complaints on stormwater 
management sites in their 
neighborhoods. The num-
ber is 540/658-8830.

Harvey also said storm-
water management or 
drainage easements can 
easily be found by search-
ing for markings such 
as grassy swales, pipes, 
landscaped areas or rain 
gardens.

“So it may not be some-
thing quite obvious to 
most people that that’s a 
stormwater management 
facility,” Harvey said. “It’s 
just a real nice area in their 
yard.”
James Scott Baron:  
540/374-5438
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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“There is simply no-
body in the blues genre 
like her,” Matheis writes, 
adding that 78-year-old 
Adegbalola “may be the 
hippest septuagenarian 
on the planet. She makes 
even the wildest twenty-
something hipsters look 
boring by comparison.”

Adegbalola,  a Blues 
Music Award winner, is 
best known as a founding 
member of Saffire—The 
Uppity Blues Women, 
a trio who started and 
ended their 25-year music 
career in Fredericksburg. 
She also has done another 
six recordings on her own 
label, Hot Toddy Music, 
which draws from her 
maiden name of Todd.

While Adegbalola is 
thrilled to have her life 
story spread across 10 
pages of the July–Au-
gust edition of Living 
Blues magazine, she also 
wants to share it with the 
city that formed her, be-
cause it’s responsible for 
so much of who she is.

“Most of the story is 
about my activism for 60 
years and my activism in 
my music,” Adegbalola 
said. “Fredericksburg has 
informed much of my 
music.”

And while she shares, in 
her own words, the actions 
behind that activism, she 
also talks about visiting 
the Carter Barron Amphi-
theatre in Washington as a 
child because she and her 
parents, who loved music, 
couldn’t see many perfor-
mances in the segregated 
city of her birth.

She was 10, maybe, 
when she heard blind harp 
wizard Sonny Terry and 
renowned guitar picker 
Brownie McGhee open for 
singer Harry Belafonte.

“That’s when I heard my 
music,” she said. “From 
that point on, whenever 
they were playing blues, I 
found my music.”

But she didn’t really play 
the blues until she went 
to college “up North” at 
Boston University. Af-
ter graduating from the 
segregated Walker-Grant 
High School, she was 
billed, not as a budding 
musician, but as the “great 
Black hope,” she wrote in 
the Living Blues story.

She was supposed to be 
a doctor and majored in 
biology and minored in 
chemistry, but ended up 
working instead as a tech-
nical writer and biochemi-
cal researcher, according 
to her biography on her 
website, adegbalola.com.

Then, she became a 
science teacher and re-
turned to Fredericksburg 

schools where, among 
other things, she directed 
the Harambee 360° Ex-
perimental Theater to 
help Black youth use per-
formance as a tool to gain 
self-confidence as they 
struggled with identity is-
sues during desegregation. 
She drew from some of 
her own experiences as a 
Black teen who peacefully 
picketed downtown lunch 
counters that wouldn’t 
serve her and her friends.

In 1982, Adegbalola was 
honored by Virginia as 
its teacher of the year. 
Soon thereafter, she would 
“switch it up in midlife,” 
said Jeff Covert, a produc-
er and musician at Wally 
Cleaver’s recording studio 
in Fredericksburg, and be-
gin a career in music that 
touched even more lives.

“I don’t want to sound 
like I’m just praising her, 
but I’m going to have to 
praise her,” he said. “Who 
else is such a bad a--? She 
kind of takes no prisoners, 
she does it her own way. 
God, she is amazing, and 
she’s unstoppable. Her 
singing is just as vibrant as 
it’s ever been.”

Adegbalola probably 
would credit the powerful 
women who influenced 
her, including Davies, the 
wife of former Mayor Law-
rence Davies, and Mar-
guerite Young, her teacher 
at the all-black Walker 
Grant High School.

“This is great that she is 
on the cover of the maga-
zine, but I feel that she 
deserves it, she’s earned 
it,” Young said.

Bruce Middle, a music 
professor at the University 
of Mary Washington and 
professional musician, 
said the same.

“Oh my gosh, she is 
more than well-deserv-
ing,” he said. “She has 
been a huge asset to the 
performing arts and to 
blues.”

The Rev. Aaron Dobynes 
shared from the pulpit 
news of the coverage with 
the congregation at Shiloh 
Baptist Church (Old Site) 
and that meant a lot to Ad-
egbalola.

“I  have hea rd f rom 
many, many musician 
friends, but it’s more im-
portant to me to hear from 
people in Fredericksburg,” 
she said. “Most folks here 
have no idea of what I do. 
Of course they know I play 
music, but seldom know 

the range of the content of 
my music.”

T h a t  c o n t e n t  h a s 
evolved over the years but 
the one constant has been 
the way she speaks to the 
human condition—and 
she’s fought for social jus-
tice her whole life.

“In her songwriting, 
she tries to provide a voice 
for those who have been 
marginalized by society,” 
states her biography. “Yet, 
many of her songs are 
known for their biting 
humor.”

She’s always considered 
herself a contemporary 
griot—pronounced “gree-
oh”—a West African term 
for traveling storytellers, 
historians and musicians. 
The term has become 
more popular in recent 
years and Adegbalola re-
leased an album called 
“The Griot” in 2018. In it, 
she recorded songs she’d 
written about “Flint Wa-
ter,” which Free Lance–
Star reviewer Stephen Hu 
called a “biting song about 
the failures of the govern-
ment in Flint, Michigan, 
to protect its citizens and 
provide the most basic hu-
man need: water.”

Another song that Hu 
described as the most 
divisive is named “Kae-
pernicked,” about NFL 
players protesting police 
violence toward people of 
color. Adegbalola admired 
former quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick’s stance on a 
sensitive issue, compar-
ing it to Muhammad Ali’s 
stand against the Vietnam 
war in the 1960s.

“Everybody is talking 
about protesting and be-
ing on the front lines and 
yet they see him as dis-
respecting the national 
anthem,” she said in 2018. 
“If he should ever hear this 
song I want him to know 
there are old Black women 
like me who were in the 
Black power movement 
who have really got his 
back.”

Beyond  t he  mu sic , 
though, Adegbalola sees 
her place in life as a con-
temporary griot sharing 
the collective history of 
her people.

“As I see it, that’s been 
my role in life, not just in 
teaching,” she said four 
years ago. “That’s what 
I’ve been doing all along.”
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com
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FILE PHOTO

In 2016, Gaye Adegbalola shares stories about Marguerite Young, her former 
teacher and one of her mentors. Adegbalola taught for several years in the city.

PROVIDED

In recent years, Adegbalola has embraced the role 
of a ‘griot,’ a West African storyteller and musician.

In describing 
her lifetime of 
achievements and 
sorrows, the writer calls 
Gaye Adegbalola a 
courageous trailblazer 
and hell-raiser, and she’s 
proud of it.

Jan. 6 rioter 
apologizes  
to officers 

A man who joined the pro-
Trump mob that attacked 
the U.S. Capitol apologized 
Tuesday to officers who pro-
tected the building after tell-
ing lawmakers that he regrets 
being duped by the former 
president’s lies of election 
fraud.

During a hearing before the 
U.S. House committee that’s 
investigating the insurrec-
tion, Stephen Ayres testified 
that he felt called by former 
President Donald Trump to 
come to Washington on Jan. 

6, 2021.
He described being swept 

up by Trump’s bogus claims, 
and believing as he marched 
to the Capitol that Trump 
would join them there and 
that there was still a chance 
the election could be over-
turned.

“I felt like I had like horse 
blinders on. I was locked in 
the whole time,” said Ayres, 
who is scheduled to be sen-
tenced in September after 
pleading guilty to a misde-
meanor in the riot.

His message to others: 
“Take the blinders off, make 
sure you step back and see 
what’s going on before it’s 
too late.”

“It changed my life,” he said. 

“And not for the good.”
Ayres, who was not accused 

of any violence or destruction 
on Jan. 6, said he worked for a 
cabinet company in northeast 
Ohio for 20 years, but lost his 
job and sold his home after 
the riot. He was joined by his 
wife at the hearing.

After the hearing, Ayres ap-
proached officers in the com-
mittee room who have testi-
fied about being verbally and 
physically attacked by the an-
gry mob. Ayres apologized for 
his actions to Capitol Police 
Officers Aquilino Gonell and 
Harry Dunn, Metropolitan 
Police Officer Daniel Hodges 
and former MPD officer Mi-
chael Fanone.
—Associated Press
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Jesse Dean Beebout admit-
ted that he killed 35-year-old 
Spotsylvania resident Shawn 
D. Hastings late 
April 30 outside 
a county restau-
rant, according to 
evidence present-
ed Wednesday in 
Spotsylvania Gen-
eral District Court, 
but claimed he had 
a valid reason.

Neither prosecutor Ryan 
Mehaffey nor defense attorney 
Andy Cornick elaborated on 
that reason during or after the 
preliminary hearing. Charges of 
second-degree murder and us-
ing a firearm in the commission 
of a felony were sent to a grand 
jury following the hearing in 
front of Judge Richard McGrath.

Hastings was with a woman 
that night at Fatty’s Taphouse 
on U.S. 1 in Spotsylvania. Ac-
cording to testimony and court 
records, both men had been 
drinking heavily when Hastings 
left his table to speak with other 
patrons at the bar.

Beebout went to Hastings’ 
table and sat with the woman, 
court records state. He refused to 
leave after being asked to by the 
woman, Hastings and others.
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Ryder Ward (top) unpacks 
her belongings as she 

moves into her dorm room 
at the University of Mary 
Washington in downtown 
Fredericksburg on Wednesday.

Elsewhere on campus, 
President Troy Paino swings 
a student’s golf club as his 

wife, Kelly (back left), greets 
students’ parents. At bottom 
left, Ken Bliss unloads his 
daughter’s mini-fridge off 
the bed of his truck. And 
Sandra Bautista (above) hugs 
her daughter, Alex Pineda–
Bautista.

UMW is welcoming over 
1,000 new students to campus, 
with more than 750 beginning 
their college career at UMW 
and about 300 switching from 
other schools. 

Fall classes will begin  
Monday.

MOVING IN >> Students get settled at UMW

Photos by TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

MAN ACCUSED OF FATALLY 
SHOOTING FELLOW BAR  
PATRON IN SPOTSYLVANIA

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Fredericksburg’s City Coun-
cil and School Board agree on 
the need to build a new middle 
school, but the way to make it 
happen is still unclear.

“There has got to be outside 
funding to make this work,” 
council member Matt Kelly said 

at a joint City Council–School 
Board meeting Tuesday after-
noon.

Both boards are hoping for a 
substantial grant from the state’s 
new School Construction Assis-
tance Program to be able to afford 
the new school—but the state 
Board of Education has not yet 
established guidelines for how 
localities can apply for that fund-

ing and how it would be awarded.
The two boards met Tuesday 

to discuss the estimated cost 
and funding options for the new 
school after a July cost estimate 
came in at $20 million more 
than City Council has budgeted 
for the project.

According to the revised cost 
estimate by First Choice, LLC—
the public–private partnership 

selected by the School Board 
to design and build the new 
school—the project will cost 
$77 million.

The estimate is based on the 
completion of 35 percent of the 
design of the 160,800-square-
foot school, which will seat 950 
students.

City Council, School Board discuss ways to pay for new school

SEE School, A14

Murder 
charge 
sent to 
grand jury

Beebout

SEE Slaying, A14

By James Scott Baron
The Free Lance–Star

Stafford County officials plan 
to submit a state grant applica-
tion this month with hopes it 
will bring broadband internet, 
television and telephone service 
to 1,251 rural homes .

The latest effort to provide the 
service to residents primarily in 
the eastern and western regions 
of the county comes with a $10.23 
million price tag that county of-
ficials hope a 2023 Virginia Tele-
communications Initiative grant 
will help fund. The provider cho-
sen by the county to do the work  

Stafford 
pushing 
to expand 
broadband

istockphoto.com

Stafford hopes a grant will 
help rural homes connect.

SEE BROADBAND, A14

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Virginia Board of Edu-
cation on Wednesday de-
ferred a decision on whether 
to grant a superintendent’s 

license to Mark Taylor, a 
former Spotsylvania Coun-
ty administrator who the 
county School Board is con-
sidering to lead the school 
division.

Taylor’s name was on a list 
of “qualified persons for the 
Office of Division Superin-
tendent of Schools” for the 
Board of Education to certify 
at its meeting Wednesday, 

but after discussing the mat-
ter with an attorney in closed 
session, the board voted 
unanimously to remove his 
name from the list.

State board defers decision on superintendent license for Mark Taylor

Taylor
SEE Spotsy, A14
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City Council approved 
spending $57 million for 
the school in the capital 
improvement plan for this 
fiscal year, leaving a fund-
ing gap of $21.3 million, as-
sistant city manager Mark 
Whitley said at the meeting.

First Choice is in the 
process of identifying cost-
saving measures, which 
Whitley said could cut $3.5 
million from the project.

Whitley also identified 
outside sources of fund-
ing that could support 
the project, including $2 
million from the school 
division’s pandemic relief 
funding and $1.5 mil-
lion from the state’s new 
School Construction and 
Modernization grant.

The largest potential 
source of outside funding is 
from the School Construc-
tion Assistance Program, 
which was established by 
the General Assembly as 
part of the biennial budget 
approved this summer.

According to the budget 
language, $450 million 
will be available on a com-
petitive basis to school di-
visions “that demonstrate 
poor building conditions, 
commitment, and need in 
order for such local school 
boards to fund the con-
struction, expansion, or 
modernization of public 
school buildings.”

Grants will be awarded 
for a percentage of “project 
costs, including planning, 
design, site acquisition and 
construction,” based on the 
locality’s ability to pay.

Fredericksburg City 
Public Schools would be 
eligible for 20% of the 
project cost, deputy super-
intendent Matt Eberhardt 
said Tuesday, which would 
equal about $12 million.

A draft of the guidelines 
for allocating this funding 
is expected to go before 
the Board of Education 
this fall—October or No-
vember, Eberhardt said.

“We have indicated our 
interest in this and that we 
will do whatever it takes to 
develop the guidelines and 
secure funding,” he said.

The c ity or ig ina l ly 
planned to issue a bond for 
$82.8 million for capital 
projects, of which $50.5 
million would go to the 
new school. Whitley on 
Tuesday presented four 
additional borrowing op-
tions to fund the school at 
the higher cost estimate.

The city could issue bonds 
for higher amounts, up to 

$102 million, that would in-
clude up to $70.5 million for 
the school project, or delay 
borrowing for the school 
project for 12 months to “ac-
count for potential interest 
rate increases.”

City staff was anticipat-
ing paying $122 million in 
total debt service—$4.9 
million per year for the 
first 10 years and $4.3 mil-
lion per year thereafter 
until 2047—under the 
terms of the original bond.

The new scenarios pro-
posed Tuesday could in-
crease total debt service to 
$152 million, or $6.1 mil-
lion per year for the first 
10 years.

The scenario that re-
sults in the smallest in-
crease to total debt service 
would be a total borrow of 
$87.8 million, with $55.5 
going to the school project 
and the School Board and 
city responsible for the re-
maining $15 million—the 
majority of which could be 
accounted for by the state 
construction grant.

The financial impact 
of that scenario would be 
$130 million in total debt 
service with annual pay-
ments of $5.2 million for 
the first 10 years.

That scenario, Whitley 
said in an email Wednes-
day, “is a good place to 
look as we continue our 
discussions.”

“There’s a little more 
work to do before I would 
call that a formal staff rec-
ommendation,” he said.

The next steps are for 
City Council to approve the 
comprehensive agreement 
with First Choice, which 
will lock in the estimated 
cost of the new school. 
Whitley said staff would 
work to have this ready by 
the second City Council 
meeting in September.

Council will also have to 
vote on the bond issue and 
amend the budget, Whit-
ley said.

The School Board will 
continue working to trim $2 
million to $3 million from 
the cost of the new school 
and chase down the state 
school construction grant.

“I feel like there is a real 
concern with us postpon-
ing for any reason,” School 
Board member Janaan 
Holmes said. “We are 
doing everything we pos-
sibly can to make sure we 
get that funding. We also 
have people working on 
this tirelessly. We need to 
move forward.”
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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Court records state that 
Beebout was finally asked 
to leave by restaurant 
workers and “caused a 
scene” as he was leaving. 
He waited outside until 
Hastings and the woman 
left the business.

Dashcam cameras re-
covered from Beebout’s 
car showed him driving 
toward Hastings as he and 
the woman headed for her 
car. The video showed four 
flashes, and Hastings fell 
to the ground and eventu-
ally died from four gun-
shot wounds to the chest. 
Three of the shots came 
after Hastings was already 
on the ground.

Beebout, 34, then drove 
to his home in Ruther 
Glen, where police arrest-
ed him the next morning. 
His car was seized, along 
with the suspected murder 
weapon that was recovered 
from his nightstand. Det. 
Sharon Williams, the only 
witness to take the stand 
Wednesday, said Hastings 
had no weapon.

The evidence presented 
Wednesday included two 
911 calls, one from the wom-
an and another from a man 
who reported the shooting 
and told police that the sus-
pect was heading south on 
Patriot Highway.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com

Slaying
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has offered to pay 40% of 
that tab, and county offi-
cials said about $1.3 million 
will come from American 
Rescue Plan Act funds.

“That would put our 
match up over 50%, which 
I think would give us a 
very competitive grant 
application,” said Mike 
Cannon, Stafford’s chief 
technology officer. “We’re 
competing against locali-
ties across the whole com-
monwealth and it’s a very 
competitive process.”

Alexis Carey, public 
relations director of the 
Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development, recently said 
VATI grants have provided 
more than $722 million to 
bring broadband access to 
278,550 locations in 70 Vir-
ginia counties and cities.

Cannon said if the latest 
VATI grant is approved, 
the work to expand the 
service will take about 18 
months to complete. He 
said of the five internet 
providers that responded 
to the county’s request to 
do the work, one company 
stood out.

“Comcast was the best 
response, most compre-
hensive response that met 
the criteria,” Cannon said.

Cannon said the VATI 
grant application approved 
by county supervisors 
Tuesday is the third time 

the county has had the op-
portunity to bring an inter-
net connection to residents 
who do not have one.

In January 2020, about 

400 residents in Widewa-
ter were eligible to connect 
to the internet after the 
county secured a $874,478 
VATI grant. At that time, 

KGI Telecommunications 
of King George County 
made it possible for 120 
homes in Widewater to 
connect, including 84 
along Aquia Creek Road 
and 216 at Marlborough 
Point. Another 100 wa-
terfront homes in King 
George County also ben-
efited from that effort.

Last September, county 
supervisors approved 
another VATI grant to 
bring broadband to just 
over 600 rural residents 
in the Hartwood and Rock 
Hill districts. That grant 
cost $5.7 million. A VATI 
grant matched 41 percent 
of the total project cost, 

while Comcast chipped in 
$864,380. County funds 
from the American Res-
cue Plan Act covered $1.5 
million. Cannon said con-
struction for that project 
is expected to start within 
the next few weeks, and 
work should be completed 
in about 18 months.

A recent broadband pe-
rimeter study by Colum-
bia Telecommunications 
Corporation showed about 
3,000 homes in Stafford 
County still did not have 
an internet connection, 
but Tuesday’s grant appli-
cation, if approved, would 
close that gap to about 
1,200.

The Affordable Con-
nectivity Program helps 
low-income households 
pay for internet connec-
tions and devices such as 
laptops or tablets. Eligible 
households could receive 
up to $30 month for inter-
net service and one-time 
discounts up to $100 on 
devices with a small co-
payment. Visit fcc.gov/acp 
for more information.
James Scott Baron:  
540/374-5438 
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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Stafford County government

fILE / Mike Morones / The Free Lance–Star

A broadband antenna is on the roof at Hartwood 
Elementary School in Stafford County.

WATCH NOW: 
To hear county 
officials talk 
about the push 
for broadband 

expansion in Stafford, point your 
smartphone camera at the QR 
code, then tap the link.

Board of  Education 
President Daniel Geck-
er said the board would 
revisit the question of 
whether to grant Taylor a 
superintendent’s license 
at the September meeting, 
after gathering more in-
formation from the school 
division.

Taylor was Spotsylva-
nia County administrator 
from 2015 to 2019, when 
he was hired by Greene 
County as its chief execu-
tive. He served as Spotsyl-
vania’s county attorney 
from 2000 to 2006.

Taylor was on the board 
of School Board Chairman 
Kirk Twigg’s nonprofit 
business, Emerging Stars, 
according to the Virginia 
State Corporation Com-
mission, and Taylor’s wife, 
Francesca, wrote letters 
to the editor in support 
of Twigg’s campaigns for 
School Board in 2015 and 
2019.

Taylor does not have a 
background in education 
and his own children were 
homeschooled, according 
to a 2015 Free Lance–Star 
article, but he could qual-
ify for a superintendent’s 
license under Option IV of 
the Virginia Code’s licen-
sure regulations for school 
personnel.

Under this option, indi-
viduals may be considered 
eligible for a superin-
tendent’s license if they 
have a master’s degree or 
equivalent, three years in a 
senior leadership position 
and a recommendation 
from a “Virginia school 
board interested in em-

ploying the individual as 
superintendent.”

T h e  S p o t s y l v a n i a 
School Board has not tak-
en any public votes to rec-
ommend anyone for the 
office of superintendent. 
The board last discussed 
the issue July 8, when it 
held a special meeting “to 
discuss the two finalists 
for the superintendent 
position.” No vote was 
taken at that meeting and 
the superintendent search 
has not been on the agenda 
of any of the five meetings 
the School Board has held 
since then.

Virginia Code 2.2-3710 
prohibits the transaction 
of public business unless 
a vote has taken place at a 
public meeting.

“No public body shall 
vote by secret,” Virginia 
Code states.

Members of the Spot-
sylvania community cited 
this as a concern while 
addressing the Board of 
Education during public 
comments Wednesday.

“There was ample time 
to hold a vote [on recom-
mending Taylor] without 
identifying the confiden-
tiality of the candidate,” 
said community member 
Faith Jarvis. “When I saw 
his name on the list, I was 
concerned because … the 
process for his recommen-
dation violates the law.”

School Board member 
Dawn Shelley, who said 
she was speaking on her 
own behalf, cited Virginia 

Code 22.1-71, which states 
that “School Board mem-
bers appointed or elected 
by district or otherwise 
shall have no organization 
or duties except such as 
may be assigned to them 
by the school board as a 
whole.”

“The School Board as 
a whole did not vote or 
authorize the chairman 
to send a recommenda-
tion for superintendent 
licensure for anyone to the 
VDOE,” Shelley said. “The 
chair did not have the 
authority to send a letter 
from the board. Therefore, 
the candidate’s applica-
tion must be considered 
incomplete.”

Twigg also addressed 
the Board of Education 
on Wednesday and de-
scribed those who spoke 
before him as “five of the 
12 naysayers who come to 
our meetings and talk like 
that.”

“You have a letter that 
has the word ‘confiden-
tial,’” he told the board. 
“We are still in private 
session because our at-
torney advised us that 
we can’t vote in public on 
anything until an indi-
vidual is on the list.”

Twigg said there was 
“a choice made in private 
session” by “majority 
thumbs-up vote to sup-
port a candidate.”

Taylor’s name was not 
on the agenda for the Board 
of Education’s meeting 
when it was first released 

on Aug. 11, but it was add-
ed Aug. 12 to “correct an 
oversight,” Department 
of Education spokesman 
Charles Pyle said.

The Board of Education 
in June approved another 
candidate for superinten-
dent licensure under Op-
tion IV.

During d iscussion, 
board members familiar 
with the candidate said he 
had been recommended 
by the Fairfax City School 
Board and would be over-
seeing only the opera-
tional aspect of the small 
school division.

Fairfax County Public 
Schools handles curricu-
lum and student support 
services for the Fairfax 
City schools through a 
joint agreement that has 
been in place for many 
years.

The Fairfax City School 
Board approved the em-
ployment contract for the 
superintendent candidate 
at a May 16 meeting, ac-
cording to the agenda, and 
the Board of Education 
approved the candidate’s 
licensure in June.

The Board of Educa-
tion next meets Sept. 15. 
The Spotsylvania School 
Board has a special meet-
ing on Friday, but as of 
Wednesday afternoon, 
the superintendent search 
was not on the agenda.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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in brief
Texas executes 
man for slaying 
of Dallas real 
estate agent

HUNTSVILLE, Texas  (AP)—
Texas on Wednesday put 
to death a man who fatally 
stabbed a suburban Dallas 
real estate agent more than 
16 years ago, the second ex-
ecution this year in what has 
been the nation’s busiest 
death penalty state.

Kosoul Chanthakoummane, 
41, received a lethal injec-
tion at the state penitentiary 
in Huntsville and was pro-
nounced dead at 6:33 p.m. He 
was condemned for fatally 
stabbing Sarah Walker, 40, 
in July 2006. She was found 
stabbed more than 30 times 
in a model home in McKinney, 
about 30 miles north of Dallas.
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By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Bush the beagle felt grass under his paws and sun on his fur for the first time  
in his life Wednesday evening.

Like thousands of other beagles, Bush was born in the Envigo facility in Cumberland,  
which bred and sold dogs to laboratories for experimentation.

Beagles from Envigo 
arrive in the ’Burg

photos BY THE FREDERICKSBURG SPCA

Fredericksburg SPCA volunteer Debra Fair helps transport 35 beagles that were removed from a Cumberland facility.

A beagle named Bush enjoys his first 
time on grass and his first sunset.

Josie McKin gives fluids to a beagle 
during the dog’s intake examination.

35 RESCUED PUPS READY FOR LOCAL FOSTER HOMES

“These guys don’t know how to 
‘dog,’” said Von Young, marketing 
and communications manager for the 
Fredericksburg SPCA, which this week 
brought in 35 beagles rescued from En-
vigo.

In May, the U.S. Justice Department 
filed a lawsuit against Envigo alleg-
ing violations of the Animal Welfare 
Act, and the Humane Society of the 
United States has been working since 
last month to remove some 4,000 dogs 
from the facility and place them with 
no-kill shelter partners.

The Fredericksburg SPCA, which is 
a member of the Virginia Federation of 
Humane Societies, worked in conjunc-
tion with the Humane Society to bring 
in 35 dogs this week.

The animals have all gone through 
intake at the Fredericksburg SPCA and 
are available to go to foster homes now, 
Young said.

SEE Beagles, A6

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Spotsylvania County School 
Board on Thursday evening voted 
to send a letter to the Virginia 
Board of Education 
indicating that it in-
tends to hire Mark 
Taylor to the posi-
tion of division su-
perintendent, and 
asking that his name 
be added to a list of 
candidates eligible for 
a superintendent license.

The motion to recommend Tay-
lor was approved by a 4–3 vote, 
with board members Dawn Shel-
ley, Nicole Cole and Lorita Daniels 
voting against it.

The board held a special meeting 
Thursday for “consideration of a 
matter regarding the licensure of 
the division superintendent,” ac-
cording to the agenda.

Taylor was formerly employed by 

By MARK WALKER
FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

People who have been to 
the Mt. Bethel Retreat Center 
say it is a fine place for a jazz 
festival.

“The festival is in a nice little 
alcove out near the water with 
trees that sort of hug the area,” 
said Robert LeGrand, guitarist 
for the Baltimore-based band 
4 the Road, which will back up 
flutist Kim Scott, the festival 

headliner. “It’s probably one of 
the nicer venues. I’ve done it a 
few times and it’s really a good 
festival.”

The third annual Jazz in the 
Country, at 17420 Mt. Bethel 
Lane, along the Potomac River 
in King George County, will 
include The Brencore All-
stars, Tony Craddock Jr. and 
Cold Front, keyboardist Mat-
thew Whitaker with Phaze II, 
and the Fredericksburg band 

Sound Fusion.
“The event is really exciting,” 

Joan Waters, vice president of 
Jazz in the Country, said of the 
event, which will run between 1 
to 8 p.m. Saturday. “We bring in 
national and international jazz 
artists as well as locals because 
we want to spotlight them.”

Scott, a contemporary jazz 
flutist who is making her first 
appearance at Mt. Bethel, said 

Jazz fest to offer ‘day in the park with music’ in King George

Tracy Spraggins 

Flutist Kim Scott will perform 
during Jazz in the Country.SEE Festival, A6

Board backs 
Taylor as 
Spotsylvania 
school leader
SCHOOL BOARD VOTES TO 
RECOMMEND EX-COUNTY  
OFFICIAL AS SUPERINTENDENT

SEE Superintendent, A6

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A Stafford woman who was 
babysitting a 4-month-old boy 
when he died in her care in 2019 
was ordered Thurs-
day to serve 16 years 
in prison.

Teresa Lynn Coun-
cil, 59, was sentenced 
in Stafford Circuit 
Court to a total of 20 
years with four years 
suspended. She was 
previously convicted of involun-
tary manslaughter and felony child 
abuse.

Judge  Br uce  St r ic k l a nd’s 
sentence far exceeded the rec-
ommended state sentencing 
guidelines, which called only for 
probation.

Council’s convictions stem 
from a Nov. 12, 2019, incident on 
Spinnaker Way, where Council 
operated a day care. The baby ap-
peared to be in good health when he 
was dropped off by his father that 
morning, but by that afternoon, 
the infant had stopped breathing 
and was flown to VCU Medical 
Center in Richmond, where he died 
three days later.

Council told police that the 
problems began while the baby 
was being fed. He kept spitting up 
the formula, according to court 

Stafford 
woman 
sentenced 
to 16 years
IN-HOME DAY CARE PROVIDER 
HAD BEEN CONVICTED FOR 
ROLE IN BABY’S 2019 DEATH

Council

SEE sentence, A6

Taylor



A6 FREDERICKSBURG, VA. THE FREE LANCE–STARFriday, August 26, 2022FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Because they were born 
and raised in the Envigo 
facility, the beagles need 
time to adjust to family 
life and are not yet ready 
for adoption.

Young said some of the 
beagles have pushed aside 
their soft bedding to sleep 
on the floor of their crates 
and have flipped over their 
water bowls because they 
only know how to drink 
from spigots, which were 
not always within reach at 
the facility.

Prospective fosters will 
need to be patient with 
them, Young said.

As part of its commit-
ment to make Virginia 
a no-kill state by 2025, 
the Fredericksburg SPCA 
brings in animals from 
rural and municipal facili-
ties across the state on a 
weekly basis, Young said.

With the influx of En-
vigo beagles, the organiza-
tion has a “critical need to 
increase our foster base, so 
we can extend our lifesav-
ing range,” she said.

There is also a need for 
dog food, which Young 

said is not built into the 
SPCA’s operational cost.

Prospective fosters for 
the Envigo beagles, and 
any other animal at the 
shelter, should register at 

the SPCA’s website, fred-
spca.org, Young said.

Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

Beagles
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SPCA’s Rachel Murray and Kathleen Daly prove it 
was all hands on deck during the beagles’ bathtimes.

photos BY THE FREDERICKSBURG SPCA

Fredericksburg SPCA Locke Community Medical Center manager Holly Haller 
and community programs manager Maddie Reid spend time with a beagle.

By COLLEEN CURRAN
 Richmond Times–Dispatch

RICHMOND—The Los 
Angeles Times reports 
that the Duke and Duch-
ess of Sussex, Prince 
Harry and Megan Mar-
kle, have adopted an En-
vigo beagle from Vir-
ginia.

Her name is Mia. She’s 
a 7-year-old beagle res-
cued from the Envigo 
breeding and research 
plant in Cumberland 
County, according to the 
story.

In a “rags to royalty” 
story, Mia’s new home 
can be found at Prince 
H a r r y  a nd  Meg a n’s 
sprawling Monecito es-
tate in California.

Mia is one of 4,000 
beagles rescued in July 
from overcrowded and 
unsanitary conditions 
at the Envigo breeding 
facility in Cumberland. 

The Humane Society of 
the United States has 
been working with shel-
ters and organizations 
across the nation to place 
dogs and puppies for 
adoption.

Interest in adopting 
the Envigo beagles is 
high.

“It’s such a compelling 
story. They are part of a 
historic case. This is the 
largest removal of dogs 
from a single company in 
American history,” Dan 
Paden, vice president for 
PETA, said.

Paden met and helped 
care for several of the 
Envigo beagles at PETA. 
As for their tempera-
ment, he said, “They 
are initially a bit shy 
and cautious at first, 
which is understandable 
given that their prior 
contact with humans has 
been minimal and quite 
stressful. But they’ve 

been very fast to adjust 
and to realize that they 
can finally be dogs and go 
for walks, be on grass and 
sleep in beds rather than 
a wire cage.”

As for Prince Harry 
and Megan’s new dog, 
Mia, she was transported 
with eight of her new-
born puppies from Mary-
land and adopted from 
the Beagle Freedom Proj-
ect, a California beagle 
rescue group.

According to the LA 
Times article, the fa-
mous couple intention-
ally picked Mia because 
she was older.

“It’s wonderful, saw 
that they adopted a se-
nior dog because they 
know that puppies are 
very easy to place,” Paden 
said. “I think that sets a 
great example for Ameri-
cans who are opening up 
their hearts and homes to 
the other 3,900 beagles.”

A REGAL BEAGLE: Megan, Harry adopt DOG

she was honored to be in-
vited to the festival.

“I want people to just 
enjoy being out in the open 
space and being able to 
celebrate music together. I 
want them to have fun and 
forget about their worries 
of the day,” said Scott, 
who teaches flute at the 
Alabama School of Fine 
Arts and is a member of 
the Tuscaloosa Symphony 
Orchestra.

Scott said she tries to 
give “hope and vigor” to 
her audiences with se-
lections of smooth and 
sometimes urban jazz.

“My music, I would say, is 
very upbeat and spirited so 
it really appeals to a young 
generation,” she said.

Mt. Bethel, with 75 acres 
fronting the Potomac Riv-
er, was a retreat center for 
African American fami-
lies during segregation 
when Black people had 
scant options for recre-
ation and places to gather.

Jazz in the Country 
seeks to highlight historic 
Mt. Bethel, which has been 
owned by the Association 
of Baptist Churches since 
1898, Waters said.

“We hope people cel-
ebrate Mt. Bethel and 

its legacy,” Waters said. 
“People just have a great 
time, and everyone falls 
in love with Mt. Bethel, 
My grandkids come every 
year. It’s like a day in the 
park with music.”

Visitors are welcome to 
bring chairs, but no tents 
or alcohol to the family-
friendly event.

Food vendors at the 
festival will sell Jamaican, 
southern and plant-based 
foods, along with desserts. 
Patrons also will be able 
to visit voter registration, 
business association and 
other vendor booths.

Admission is $85 at 
the door. Visit jazzinthe-
country.com to purchase 
tickets online for $75 and 
to learn more about Mt. 
Bethel.

Festival
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TAYLOR BRANDT

Matthew Whitaker is scheduled to appear at the 
third annual Jazz in the Country benefit Saturday.

Want to go?

What: Jazz in the 
Country
Where: 17420 Mt. 
Bethel Lane, King George 
County
When: Saturday from 
1–8 p.m.
Tickets: $85 on day 
of the event/$75 online in 
advance
Information: 
jazzinthecountry.com

Spotsylvania as county at-
torney and county admin-
istrator. In 2019, he was 
hired by Greene County as 
county administrator at a 
salary of $135,000, accord-
ing to the Charlottesville 
Daily Progress.

The School Board earlier 
this year agreed to list a 
base salary of $245,000 
per year in the job descrip-
tion for division superin-
tendent.

Taylor has a law de-
gree but no experience 
in the public education 
field. According to a 2015 
Free Lance–Star article, 
his children were home-
schooled.

According to the Vir-
ginia State Corporation 
Commission, Taylor and 
his wife, Francesa, are 
directors of School Board 
Chair Kirk Twigg’s non-
profit corporation Emerg-
ing Stars.

Francesca Taylor wrote 
letters to the editor in sup-
port of Twigg’s campaigns 
for School Board in 2015 
and 2019.

Taylor’s name was on a 
list of candidates for the 
Board of Education to cer-
tify at its meeting earlier 
this month, but the board 
voted unanimously to 
approve the list without 
his name on it in order to 
gather more information 
about how his name was 
placed on the list.

Until Thursday night, 
the Spotsylvania School 
Board had not voted in 
public to forward Taylor’s 
name to the Board of Edu-
cation with the indication 
that it planned to hire him, 
which is one of the re-
quirements for receiving a 
license under Option IV of 
Virginia Code’s licensure 
regulations.

Option IV lays out the 
requirements for obtain-
ing a superintendent’s 
license without a back-
ground in education. Can-
didates must have a mas-
ter’s degree or equivalent 
and three years of suc-
cessful senior leadership 
experience.

Twigg told the Board of 
Education at its meeting 

earlier this month that it 
had received a “confiden-
tial” letter about Taylor.

At Thursday’s meet-
ing, Shelley told Twigg 
that “by bringing this to 
a motion tonight, you are 
admitting that you wrote 
a fraudulent letter last 
month.”

“Therefore, you have 
caused the candidate to 
submit a fraudulent appli-
cation,” she said. “That’s 
not on him, that’s on you.”

Cole and Daniels asked 
Twigg if he planned to 
recuse himself from the 
vote to recommend Taylor 
in consideration of their 
personal relationship.

“In my opinion, my per-
sonal opinion, if there is a 
conflict of interest, for us 

to be a board that is trans-
parent, I do believe you 
must excuse yourself from 
this vote,” Daniels said.

The School Board ear-
lier this year signed a 
contract agreeing to pay 
search firm GR Recruiting 
$25,000 to conduct a na-
tionwide search for a new 
division superintendent.

In a closed session at a 
special meeting in July, the 
board discussed two final-
ists for the superintendent 
position. It is not clear if 
Taylor was one of the two 
candidates.

The next state Board 
of Education meeting is 
Sept. 15.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele
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records, and soon stopped 
breathing and turned blue.

Council said she tried to 
revive the child, but was 
not skilled in CPR.

Prosecutor Ryan Frank 
said Council’s story didn’t 
match the evidence. He 
said the baby was violently 
shaken and that Council’s 
story was a lie designed to 
limit her personal respon-
sibility.

The key prosecution 
witness, Dr. Robin Foster, 
said she examined the 
child in Richmond and 
found bleeding on both 
sides of his brain, retinal 
hemorrhaging in both eyes 
and torn connective tis-
sue between his brain and 
skull.

She said the trauma was 
so severe that the injuries 
would have been immedi-
ately noticeable and were 
inflicted with great force. 
She said the damage was 
likely caused by the baby’s 
head being violently shak-
en back and forth.

Defense attorney Thad-
deus Furlong said that 
Council did not intention-
ally hurt the child. He said 
that while she may not 
have performed rescue 
tactics properly, her only 

intention was to help the 
baby.

“She made mistakes, but 
none of them were inten-
tional,” Furlong said. “It’s a 
tragedy on both sides.”

Thursday’s hearing last-
ed more than five hours. 
Most of that was taken 
up by medical testimony 
from Foster and a doctor 
hired by the defense. The 
defense attempted to show 
that preexisting condi-
tions in the child may have 
contributed to the severity 
of his injuries.

Furlong said that Coun-
cil deserved to be released, 
noting that she has already 
served two years while the 
guidelines called only for 
probation.

“This was not an inten-
tional murder, this was a 
tragic accident,” Furlong 
said. “The time she has al-
ready served is more than 
enough.”

Frank disagreed, say-
ing the lenient guidelines 
“shock the conscience.” 
He said that Council was 
clearly lying about what 
happened to the child and 
he asked Strickland to 
give her at least 15 years to 
serve.

“(The baby) will not see 
15, thanks to her,” Frank 
said.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com
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By ZEKE MILLER  
and AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press

ROCKVILLE, Md.—Presi-
dent Joe Biden called on 
Democrats Thursday “to 
vote to literally save de-
mocracy once again”—and 
compared Republican ide-
ology to “semi-fascism”—
as he led a kickoff rally and 
a fundraiser in Maryland 
75 days out from the mid-
term elections.

Addressing an overflow 
crowd of thousands at 
Montgomery High School 
in Rockville, Biden said: 
“Your right to choose is 
on the ballot this year. The 
Social Security you paid 
for from the time you had 
a job is on the ballot. The 
safety of your kids from 
gun violence is on the bal-
lot, and it’s not hyperbole, 
the very survival of our 
planet is on the ballot.”

“You have to choose,” 
Biden added. “Will we 
be a country that moves 
forward or a country that 
moves backward?”

The events, in the safely 
Democratic Washing-
ton suburbs, were meant 
to ease Biden into what 
White House aides say 
will be an aggressive sea-
son of championing his 
policy victories and aiding 
his party’s candidates. He 
is aiming to turn months 
of accomplishments into 
political energy as Demo-
crats have seen their hopes 
rebound amid the legacy-
defining burst of action by 
Biden and Congress.

From bipartisan action 
on gun control, infra-
structure and domestic 
technology manufactur-
ing to Democrats-only 
efforts to tackle climate 
change and health care 
costs, Biden highlighted 
the achievements of the 
party’s unified but razor-
thin control of Wash-
ington. And he tried to 
sharpen the contrast with 
Republicans, who once 
seemed poised for sizable 
victories in November.

Just months ago, as in-
flation soared, Biden’s poll 
numbers soured and his 
agenda stalled, Democrats 
braced for significant 
losses. But the intense 
voter reaction to the Su-
preme Court’s overturn-
ing of Roe v. Wade and a 
productive summer on 
issues of core concern to 
Democrats have the party 
feeling like it is finally 
on the offensive heading 
into the Nov. 8 vote, even 
as the president remains 
unpopular.

Ahead of the rally, Biden 
raised about $1 million at 
an event with about 100 
donors for the Democratic 
National Committee and 
the Democratic Grass-
roots Victory Fund in 
the backyard of a lavish 
Bethesda home.

After his speech at the 
rally, Biden lingered with 
the largely mask-free 
crowd for more than 15 
minutes, diving back into 
the style of campaigning 
that had been disrupted 
for Democrats for more 
than two years by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

Biden 
rallies  
for Dem 

Evan Vucci /AP

President Joe Biden 
takes a selfie with  
supporters at Richard 
Montgomery High 
School in Rockville,  
Maryland, Thursday.
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tOday in history

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Sept. 9, the 
252nd day of 2022. There are 
113 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Sept. 9, 1957, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower signed 
the first civil rights bill to pass 
Congress since Reconstruction, a 
measure primarily concerned with 
protecting voting rights; it also 
established a Civil Rights Division 
in the U.S. Department of Justice.
On this date:
In 1776, the second Continental 
Congress made the term “United 
States” official, replacing “United 
Colonies.”
In 1850, California became the 
31st state of the union.
In 1919, some 1,100 members of 
Boston’s 1,500-man police force 
went on strike. (The strike was bro-
ken by Massachusetts Gov. Calvin 
Coolidge with replacement officers.)
In 1926, the National Broadcast-
ing Co. (NBC) was incorporated 
by the Radio Corp. of America.
In 1942, during World War II, a 
Japanese plane launched from a 
submarine off the Oregon coast 
dropped a pair of incendiary 
bombs in a failed attempt at ignit-
ing a massive forest fire; it was the 
first aerial bombing of the U.S. 
mainland by a foreign power.
In 1948, the People’s Demo-
cratic Republic of Korea (North 
Korea) was declared.
In 1956, Elvis Presley made the 
first of three appearances on “The 
Ed Sullivan Show.”
In 1960, in the first regular-
season American Football League 
game, the Denver Broncos 
defeated the Boston Patriots, 
13-10.
In 1971, prisoners seized control 
of the maximum-security Attica 

Correctional Facility near Buffalo, 
New York, beginning a siege that 
ended up claiming 43 lives.
In 1991, boxer Mike Tyson 
was indicted in Indianapolis 
on a charge of raping Desiree 
Washington, a beauty pageant 
contestant. (Tyson was convicted 
and ended up serving three years 
of a six-year prison sentence.)
In 2015, Queen Elizabeth II 
became the longest reigning 
monarch in British history, serving 
as sovereign for 23,226 days 
(about 63 years and 7 months), 
according to Buckingham Palace.
In 2016, Democratic presi-
dential nominee Hillary Clinton, 
speaking at an LGBT fundraiser in 
New York City, described half of 
Republican Donald Trump’s sup-
porters as “a basket of deplora-
bles,” a characterization for which 
she ended up expressing regret.
Ten years ago: Two points from 
defeat, Serena Williams regained 
her composure and her game 
to come back to beat Victoria 
Azarenka, 6–2, 2–6, 7–5, for 
her fourth U.S. Open champion-

ship. Shannon Eastin became the 
first woman to officiate an NFL 
regular-season game, serving as a 
line judge in the St. Louis Rams–
Detroit Lions game. 
Five years ago: Hurricane Irma 
hammered Cuba with punishing 
winds and rain as it headed toward 
the Florida Keys and the south-
eastern United States; hundreds 
of shelters opened in Florida for 
people looking to escape the 
potentially deadly winds and 
storm surge. Dutch officials said 
Irma had damaged or destroyed 
70 percent of the homes on St. 
Maarten in the Caribbean, leaving 
it vulnerable to the approach of 
Hurricane Jose. Sloane Stephens 
beat her close friend Madison 
Keys 6–3, 6–0 at the U.S. Open 
in the first Grand Slam final for 
both. Guillermo del Toro’s “The 
Shape of Water” won the top 
prize at the Venice Film Festival.
One year ago: Emmy Award-
winning character actor Michael 
Constantine, who reached fame as 
the father of the bride in “My Big 
Fat Greek Wedding,” died at 94.
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By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Spotsylvania County 
School Board received 21 ap-
plications for the position of 
superintendent and interviewed 
five candidates, the division’s 
new manager of executive com-
munications, Jon Russell, said 
Wednesday.

The School Board on Aug. 25 
approved by a slim margin a mo-
tion to recommend attorney and 
former Spotsylvania County 
Administrator Mark Taylor for 
the position.

Taylor must first be licensed 
as a superintendent by the Vir-
ginia Board of Education.

Taylor has no background or 
experience in public education, 
but according to School Board 
members who approved his 
recommendation, he qualifies to 
receive a superintendent license 
under Option IV of Virginia 
Code’s licensure regulations, 
since he has the equivalent of a 
master’s degree and three years 
of successful senior leadership 
experience.

Taylor left Spotsylvania in 

2019 and was hired by the 
Greene County Board of Super-
visors as county administrator.

He and his wife sit on the 
board of Spotsylvania School 
Board Chair Kirk Twigg’s non-
profit, Emerging Stars, and his 
wife wrote letters to the editor 
in support of Twigg’s cam-
paigns for School Board in 2015 
and 2019.

The School Board in May 
signed a $25,000 contract with 
GR Recruiting to conduct a 
national search for a new super-
intendent.

According to the job post-
ing on GR Recruiting’s website, 
which was agreed upon in May 
by the School Board, the suc-
cessful candidate was to be “a 
trusted public education leader 
who values ethics and integrity 
by practicing moral authority 
and leads by example through 
honest practices.”

Other requested qualifica-
tions included someone who 
understands finance, “someone 
who promotes a ‘student-first’ 
philosophy” and someone who 
“provides sustained, systemic, 
and evidence-based interven-
tions to obtain equitable access 
to learning for ALL students.”

Russell said School Board 

members were given a number 
matrix to score the five candi-
dates who were interviewed.

Applications for the position 
were due June 17, according 
to the job posting on GR Re-
cruiting’s website. Completed 
applications were to include a 
letter of interest, the online ap-
plication form, a résumé or cur-
riculum vitae and three letters 
of reference.

Marie Durrer, chair of the 
Greene County Board of Super-
visors, said on Tuesday that, to 
her knowledge, that board has 
not been contacted regarding 
references for Taylor.

Greene County’s deputy 
county administrator, Tracy 
Morris, responded to an emailed 
question about whether county 
staff had been contacted re-
garding references for Taylor 
by stating, “The information 
requested below is regarding a 
personnel matter and is not sub-
ject to FOIA.”

Last week, Spotsylvania 
School Board member Dawn 
Shelley requested that GR Re-
cruiting president Gary Ray 
provide her with the timestamp 
indicating when Taylor’s appli-
cation was received.

Shelley said Wednesday that 

she made the request because, “I 
was told that he was a late sub-
mission requested to be added to 
the package of top candidates for 
the board by Mr. Twigg.”

Ray told Shelley in a Sept. 1 
email that he “cannot act on 
something that was discussed 
and covered in a closed meeting 
or at an individual Board mem-
ber’s request” and said he would 
forward her request to Twigg.

Shelley on Sept. 3 requested 
the same information in an 
email to Twigg, which as of 
Thursday had not been an-
swered.

Taylor’s name and the fact 
that the School Board was con-
sidering him for the position of 
superintendent has been public 
knowledge since the Aug. 17 
Virginia Board of Education 
meeting, at which his name was 

included on a list of qualified 
candidates seeking licensure, 
even though the School Board 
had not yet taken a vote in public 
to recommend him.

At that meeting, the Board of 
Education pulled Taylor’s name 
from the list of candidates for 
licensure to gather more infor-
mation from the school division.

Twigg spoke during public 
comments at the Aug. 17 meet-
ing and informed the Board of 
Education that it had received a 
“confidential” letter regarding 
Taylor.

Taylor’s name is expected to 
be included in the list of candi-
dates seeking licensure for the 
Board of Education’s approval at 
its Sept. 15 meeting.

As of Thursday, Taylor had 
not responded to questions from 
The Free Lance–Star about his 
goals for the school division, 
should he get the job of super-
intendent.

A group of community mem-
bers are planning a rally to ex-
press concerns about Taylor’s 
suitability to be superintendent 
during the School Board’s next 
regular meeting on Monday.
Adele Uphaus–Conner: 540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

Board received 21 applications for school leader job
SPOTSY SCHOOL BOARD 
INTERVIEWED 5 CANDIDATES 
FOR SUPERINTENDENT POST

The School Board on 
Aug. 25 approved by a 
slim margin a motion to 
recommend attorney and 
former Spotsylvania County 
Administrator Mark Taylor for 
the superintendent position.

Correction 

Five books were re-
moved from circulation 
in Spotsylvania school 
libraries after librarians 
and a committee formed 
to review one of the books 
determined that they 
were not appropriate for 
high schoolers. A story 
in Thursday’s paper indi-
cated all five books were 
reviewed by a committee.
It is the policy of The 
Free Lance–Star to cor-
rect errors. We welcome 
your emails at local-
news@freelancestar.com.

By DAVE RESS  
AND CHARLOTTE RENE WOODS
Richmond Times–Dispatch

They came, convened and 
couldn’t compromise when the 
General Assembly gathered 
for its last big task of the 2022 
special session, a daylong meet-
ing that will cost taxpayers 
$46,195.88.

They were in Richmond to 
elect a judge of the State Corpo-
ration Commission—Virginia’s 
unique fourth branch of govern-
ment, which oversees a wide 
range of business activity, from 
electric monopolies to banks to 
incorporation.

House Republicans wanted 
their candidate and state Senate 
Democrats wanted theirs, and 
neither was ready to budge.

Senate Democrats had ad-
vanced longtime lobbyist Phil 
Abraham as a compromise candi-
date, as he was four years ago dur-
ing the stalemate over a successor 
to SCC Judge James Dimitri after 
his retirement in early 2018. The 
House favored Meade Browder, 
senior assistant attorney general 
and consumer counsel.

And they couldn’t even agree 
on whether to put an end to the 
special session.

The GOP-led House decided, 
on a party-line vote, to adjourn 

“sine die,” which means put-
ting an end to the special ses-
sion, while the Senate voted to 
adjourn subject to recall by its 
Democratic-dominated Rules 
Committee.

“The main reason is we are 
done with our business,” said 
House Speaker Todd Gilbert, R-
Shenandoah.

“There’s nothing left that 
we can accomplish, it appears, 
during this special session,” he 
said. “We’ve done the budget. 
We’ve done those extra bills. We 
elected all the judges that we can 
fill vacancies for. And there’s an 
impasse on the State Corpora-
tion Commission.”

Senate Majority Leader Rich-
ard Saslaw, D-Fairfax, said the 
House can’t shut down the Gen-
eral Assembly on its own.

“They can’t adjourn sine die 
without us. That’s how it is,” 
Saslaw snapped. “It is going to 
go to court, I suspect.”

As a matter of practical poli-
tics, it is the majority party in 
each body that gets to put for-
ward names for the three SCC 
judgeships. The House and Sen-
ate often disagree, even when 
both chambers are controlled by 
the same party.

It is rare that the issue is ever 
one of regulatory or political 

philosophy in a legislature that 
has overwhelmingly voted to 
limit the SCC’s authority over 
electric rates, and is gener-
ally close to unanimous on the 
banking and insurance matters 
that the SCC also oversees.

“I think the main thing is we 
want to avoid having anyone 
who’s hyperpartisan,” said 
House Majority Leader Terry 
Kilgore, R-Scott .

As a former chair of the House 
Commerce and Labor Commit-

tee, Kilgore has played a leading 
role for many years in writing 
the laws the SCC enforces.

Asked if the real issue behind 
the impasse over the SCC was 
who gets to have the deciding 
voice, Kilgore grinned and said: 
“Yeah, I guess.”

In the background over the 
split about adjourning is the 
power of the governor to make 
interim appointments when the 
General Assembly is not in ses-
sion—as well as the power to set 

special elections.
Sen. Louise Lucas, D-Ports-

mouth, Senate president pro 
tempore, said with the impasse 
of the SCC judgeship, Senate 
Democrats were unwilling to 
adjourn. That would give Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin the power to 
fill the vacancy or set special 
elections for other assembly 
seats that potentially could be-
come open.

Because the General As-
sembly was in special session, 
Speaker Gilbert was able to set a 
special election to fill the North-
ern Virginia House seat that Del. 
Mark Keam, D-Fairfax, resigned 
this week. Gilbert set the special 
election for Jan. 10, 2023, the day 
before the session begins.

If the House’s sine die ad-
journment stands, it would be 
the governor who sets a special 
election for a state Senate seat 
if state Sen. Jen Kiggans, R-Vir-
ginia Beach, defeats Rep. Elaine 
Luria, D-2nd, in November.

It’s not the first time the 
chambers have split over ad-
journment. For instance, in 
2015, the Senate adjourned sine 
die—cutting off Republican ef-
forts to elect a justice to replace 
an interim Supreme Court pick 

by then-Gov. Terry McAuliffe.

General Assembly returned to Richmond—but didn’t do much

Eva Russo / RICHMOND TIMES–DISPATCH

House members bow their heads in prayer before the start of  
a special session at the Capitol in Richmond on Wednesday.

By CHARLOTTE RENE WOODS
Richmond Times–Dispatch

On Thursday, 61 Vir-
ginia Democrats—more 
than a third of the General 
Assembly—signed onto 
a letter addressed to the 
state’s Air Pollution Con-
trol Board opposing Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin’s pro-
posed regulatory route to 
remove Virginia from the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative.

On Aug.  31 ,  Trav is 
Voyles, the acting secre-
tary of natural and historic 
resources, outlined the ad-
ministration’s plans to re-
move Virginia from RGGI 
through the Administra-
tive Process Act—which 
entails a period of public 
comment and eventually a 
vote by the air board.

But the 61 legislators 
who have signed onto the 
letter say that’s “improper 
and illegal” and that it’s a 
decision for the General 
Assembly.

RGGI is a carbon mar-
ket composed of 11 states 
where energy producers 
trade emission reductions 
for credits, or buy credits 
to emit carbon dioxide 

past a capped amount. 
Proponents of the initia-
tive say that it can incen-
tivize producers to use 
less fossil fuel over time 
and the funding generated 
through quarterly auctions 
is used for environmental 
projects. In 2021, Virginia 
raked in $228 million in 
funding for flood protec-
tion and energy efficiency 
programs.

The letter comes amid 
debates surrou nding 
whose authority it is to 
pull Virginia out of RGGI. 
Environmental advocates, 
legal groups—and now 
many Democrats in the 
General Assembly—say 
that it’s the legislative 
body’s purview to remove 
Virginia from RGGI—that 
lawmakers put Virginia 
into the initiative.

“We write to articulate 
the reality that Virginia’s 
participation in RGGI is 
mandated by law,” the 
letter reads. “Therefore 
ultimately only a change 
in the law that passes both 
chambers of the General 
Assembly and is signed 
into law by the governor 
can remove Virginia’s par-
ticipation.”

Va. Dems say participation  
in RGGI up to legislature
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The Free Lance–Star has 
been the community’s leader 
for local news for the past 
century, and it’s our respon-
sibility to provide strong, 
compelling, diverse and 
trustworthy local journal-
ism to you, our loyal readers 
and subscribers. Whether 
it’s breaking news, sports, 
business, lifestyle or weather 
coverage, we take our role 
in the community extraor-
dinarily seriously when it 

comes to accurately report-
ing the news that matters 
most to you, because The 
Free Lance–Star is where 
your story lives.

While we continue to 
evolve as a digital-first, 
community-minded local 
news organization, we—like 
all of you—must constantly 
evaluate how we’re invest-
ing our resources. More than 
ever, our investments must 
be keenly focused on con-

tinuing to bring you the best 
local news coverage possible, 
every hour of every day.

With that in mind, you’ll 
notice that in today’s print 
edition, we’re providing you 
with a new slate of comics, 
puzzles, advice content and 
other features. 

The great news: You have 
access to legendary comics 
like Peanuts and Garfield, 
a challenging crossword 
puzzle from the Los Ange-

les Times, a thoughtful ad-
vice column in “Ask Amy” 
from Amy Dickinson and, 
of course, a daily horoscope. 
What’s more, you will now 
find additional “funny page” 
comic strips exclusively on 
our e-edition platform, and 
you also will have access to 
almost 500 comic strips, 
dozens of puzzles and sev-
eral new syndicated colum-
nists on our website. 

The new e-edition-only 

comics pages are available 
starting today. And the rest 
of the hundreds of available 
digital-only comics, puzzles 
and columns will be available 
on our website now, as well.

We’re excited about the 
new lineup of features con-
tent, and we hope you enjoy 
it. But we also recognize that 
many of you might no longer 
see a particular comic strip, 
puzzle or advice columnist 
that you enjoyed. 

We invite you to explore 
the additional comics, puz-
zles and columns in our e-
edition and on our website, 
and we know you’ll find 
some new gems there. 

We sincerely thank you, 
our readers, for supporting 
us in our continued com-
mitment to invest in the 
people and tools that make 
it possible to bring you the 
best local journalism avail-
able today.

Note to readers

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Spotsylvania School 
Board Chair Kirk Twigg 
on July 9 sent a letter to 
Jon Russell, then a spe-

cial council at 
the Virginia 
Department 
o f  E d u c a -
tion, inform-
ing him that 
Mark Taylor 
was “the final 
candidate for 

the superintendent posi-
tion.”

The letter, which The 

Free Lance–Star obtained 
through a Freedom of 
Information Act request, 
is dated the day after the 
School Board met in a 
closed session to discuss 
“the two finalists for the 
superintendent position.”

The board took no pub-
lic vote at that meeting to 
recommend Taylor, who 
formerly was the Spotsyl-

vania County administra-
tor and is a longtime friend 
of Twigg, for the position.

In the July 9 letter, 
Twigg wrote, “The Spot-
sylvania School Board 
and Mr. Mark Taylor are 
all in agreement that he is 
the final candidate for the 
superintendent position.

CONFEDERATE STRUCTURE STANDS AMID HEADSTONES

July 9 letter cites ‘final candidate’ for superintendent 

Taylor

VA. BOARD TO TAKE 
UP FORMER SPOTSY 
ADMINISTRATOR’S 
LICENSURE THIS WEEK

WATCH: To 
hear attorney 
Charlie Payne 
describe the 
new warehouse 

project, point your smartphone 
camera at the QR code, then 
tap the link.

SEE Superintendent, A6

By James Scott Baron
The Free Lance–Star

Early next month, Staf-
ford County residents will 
have an opportunity to 
weigh in on the proposed 
construction of another  
large warehouse near the 
Courthouse Road inter-
change.

On Tuesday, Stafford’s 
planning and zoning di-
rector Jeff Harvey asked 
supervisors to consider 
rezoning 32 acres wedged 
between Interstate 95 and 
Wyche Road to accom-
modate a 250,000-square-
foot industrial building 
that would eventually be 
used as a warehouse or a 
distribution facility. Har-
vey said the new facility 
would maintain a 60-foot 
forested buffer facing In-
terstate 95.

But news of another 
warehouse coming to an 
already bustling and ever-
growing interchange drew 

some criticism.
“As is becoming a stan-

dard nowadays, the citi-
zens are getting clued in 
on these things very, very 
late,” Falmouth resident 
Alane Callandar told su-
pervisors during Tues-
day’s meeting. “Indus-
trial was not my vision for 
Stafford Courthouse, and 
here we have now a new 
industrial site going in 
next to the DHL site right 
at Stafford Courthouse.”

Charlie Payne, the Fred-
ericksburg attorney rep-
resenting Matan Acquisi-
tions II LLC—owners of 
the new warehouse—said 
the facility could add as 
many as 1,200 vehicles per 
day to the area.

“It’s going to be a mix 

Public can weigh in 
on warehouse plan
REZONING IS SOUGHT 
TO BUILD NEW 
FACILITY IN STAFFORD 
COURTHOUSE AREA

SEE WAREHOUSE, A6

By ELENA BECATOROS  
and HANNA ARHIROVA
Associated Press

K H A R K I V,  U k r a i n e —
Ukrainian troops retook 
a wide swath of territory 
from Russia on Monday, 
pushing all the way back to 
the northeastern border in 
some places, and claimed 
to have captured many 
Russian soldiers as part of 
a lightning advance that 
forced Moscow to make a 
hasty retreat.

A spokesman for Ukrai-
nian military intelligence 
said Russian troops were 
surrendering en masse 
as “they understand the 
hopelessness of their situ-
ation.” A Ukrainian presi-
dential adviser said there 
were so many POWs that 
the country was running 
out of space to accommo-
date them.

As blue-and-yel low 
Ukrainian f lags f lut-
tered over newly liber-
ated towns, the Ukrainian 

military said it had freed 
more than 20 settlements 
in 24 hours. In recent days, 
Kyiv’s forces have cap-
tured territory at least 
twice the size of greater 
London, according to the 
British Defense Ministry.

After months of little 
discernible movement on 
the battlefield, the mo-
mentum has lifted Ukrai-
nian morale and provoked 
rare public criticism of 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s war.

“In some areas of the 

Ukraine reclaims 
more territory
MILITARY REPORTS 
CAPTURE OF MANY 
RUSSIAN SOLDIERS

Andrii Marienko / Associated Press

Local residents inspect 
damaged buildings  
in Kharkiv, Ukraine.

SEE UKRAINE, A6

By CATHY DYSON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Set against a backdrop of pines 
and oak trees, and with tomb-
stones and angels in the fore-
ground, the 24-foot-tall beige 
monument seems to rise out of the 
ground of its new home.

The obelisk, dedicated in 1869 
with the inscription to honor the 
“officers and soldiers of the Con-
federate Army from King George, 
who gave their lives for the South,” 
was moved Saturday from the lawn 
of the King George County Court-
house to the grounds of History-
land Memorial Park, off U.S. 301.

The monument is visible from 
the highway and stands along the 
treeline in an older part of the 
cemetery that is also the final rest-
ing places for veterans from other 
eras. Nearby is a headstone for Maj. 
John Burd, who served in the U.S. 

Army and died in 1827. There’s also 
a marker for George L. Wallace, na-
val officer from World War II, and 
William Henderson, master chief 
maintenance technician for the 
Navy during Vietnam.

“I thought it was a good place 
to put it,” said Wayne Bushrod, 
president of the King George 
NAACP who lobbied for more than 
two years to have the monument 
moved to a private setting. “And 
I’m glad that it wasn’t destroyed. 
Who would want a piece of his-
tory destroyed? It’s just in a better 
place.”

County resident Dave Jones first 
brought the issue of the Confeder-
ate memorial to the King George 
Board of Supervisors in July 2020. 
His great-great-grandfather was 
among those who fought for the 
Confederacy, but Jones, who is 

K.G. monument is 
moved to cemetery

LOU CORDERO FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

King George’s Confederate monument has been relocated to Historyland Memorial Park off U.S. 301. 
With little fanfare, crews removed the structure from the county’s courthouse square early Saturday.

DAVE JONES FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Crews work to disassemble the 
monument Saturday on the lawn 
of the King George Courthouse.SEE MONUMENT, A6
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typically of multi-tenants, 
office and or warehouse, 
light manufacturing, etc.,” 
Payne told supervisors.

Payne said when a traf-
fic study was conducted in 
preparation for the ware-
house, traffic analysts fac-
tored in “what’s going to 
be built today and what’s 
to be built” in an area of 
the county that seems to 
be constantly under con-
struction following a deci-
sion made by supervisors 
nearly two years ago.

In December 2020, 
county supervisors voted 
unanimously to rezone 
and reclassify just over 
two dozen acres of wooded 
property in Stafford’s 
courthouse area near the 
Interstate 95 interchange 
to become Burns Corner. 
That massive project, now 
underway, is being built 
as four separate quad-
rants that combined will 
make up about 26 acres 
that includes roughly 
214,000 square feet of 
commercial development 
space, such as drive-thru 
and sit-down restaurants, 
commercial retail stores, 
medical offices and a day 
care center. A new hotel, 
drug store and supermar-
ket are also planned.

Although traffic im-
provements in the area 
will eventually include ad-
ditional turn and through 
lanes, as well as sidewalks 
to accommodate pedestri-
an traffic, vehicular traffic 
in the area is expected to 
increase by 24,000 ve-
hicles daily after Burns 
Corner is complete.

In addition to the Burns 
Corner project, super-
visors also approved a 
533,634-square-foot DHL 
shipping warehouse in the 

same area in March 2021. 
That facility is scheduled 
to be fully operational in 
December and is expected 
to add more than 1,800 
more vehicles to the same 
area.

During the traffic study 
for the latest proposed 
warehouse, Payne said the 
facility would impact the 
vehicle wait time for mo-
torists at the Wyche Road 
and Hospital Boulevard 
intersections by about 2.1 
seconds. The intersection 
near the Sheetz conve-
nience store is rated at a 
service level “E” on a scale 
of A through F.

P a y n e  o f f e r e d  a 
$100,000 proffer for the 
warehouse and said the 
developers of Burns Cor-
ner will add another turn 
lane at the intersection at 
a later time during their 
build. Currently, the inter-
section only has two left 
turn lanes.

“We’re not actually im-
pacting the intersection 
at that point, it’s when 
(Burns) comes online that 
that intersection is im-
pacted,” Payne said. “The 
recommendation was to 
proffer or to provide a left-
turn lane, well, we don’t 
have to provide a left-turn 
lane, per se, because that’s 
already proffered by the 
Burns development.”

Some local residents 
didn’t feel Payne’s proffer 
was good enough to offset 
the potential traffic and 
environmental impacts. 
Jeff Adams, who lives and 
farms in the northern 
portion of the county, 
told supervisors Tuesday 
they should not accept 
Payne’s offer but should 
instead put a penalty on 
each tree cut down on the 
buffer area the prospec-
tive builders say they will 
maintain along I–95.

Charge them “$100,000 
per tree for any tree (re-
moved) in that 60-foot 
area and I’ll guarantee you 
not a one of them will have 
a limb missing,” Adams 
said. “It’s time to turn 
(proffers) around and put 
them to your advantage 
and not their advantage.”

Seeking more public in-
put on the warehouse and 
the impact it might have 
on the county, Falmouth 
Supervisor Meg Bohmke 
set a public hearing for 
Oct. 4 at 7 p.m. at county 
headquarters.

“People work during 
the day and I want to give 
people that opportunity 
should they wish to come 
out and speak at a future 
meeting,” Bohmke said.
James Scott Baron:  
540/374-5438
jbaron@freelancestar.com

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

We were assured by 
[Russell’s] office, GR Re-
cruiting, and Mr. Taylor 
that all requirements have 
been met for Mr. Taylor to 
be placed on the Virginia 
state approved superin-
tendent’s list.”

Twigg sent the letter to 
Russell, who was hired by 
the School Board in Au-
gust for the newly created 
position of manager of ex-
ecutive communications, 
as an email attachment.

The email—dated July 9 
at 11:09 a.m. and sent from 
Twigg’s personal email 
address—was titled “Con-
fidential: Superintendent 
Letter Needed” and reads, 
“Per our discussion...
please see attached.”

Russell sent the letter 
on to Maggie Clemmons, 
VDOE’s director of licen-
sure and school leader-
ship, on Monday, July 11.

“Attached is a formal 
letter from Spotsylvania 
school district requesting 
their newly-selected su-
perintendent be added to 
the BOE list for approval. 

I have copied Chairman 
Twigg on this email so you 
can correspond with him 
on any additional docu-
mentation you will need.

Chairman Twigg, Mag-
gie Clemmons can get you 
going in the right direc-
tion on this process,” Rus-
sell wrote in an email.

Clemmons respond-
ed, saying that her office 
would need to have “a 
completed application on 
file to ensure the candi-
date meets all the condi-
tions and requirements for 
licensure.”

Clemmons asked Twigg 
to share whether an ap-
plication packet had been 
submitted “on the candi-
date’s behalf.”

Twigg responded by 
saying that Taylor had not 
submitted an application 
and asking Clemmons to 
send one to him and to 
Taylor.

Taylor’s name was not 
included in the list of can-
didates to be granted li-
censure by the Board of 
Education at its Aug. 17 
when the board’s agenda 
was first published, but it 
was added a few days later 

to correct “an oversight,” 
VDOE spokesman Charles 
Pyle said.

The Board of Education 
on Aug. 17 pulled Taylor’s 
name from the list in order 
to gather more informa-
tion from the school divi-
sion about his application.

The School Board on 
Aug. 25 held its first public 
vote on whether to recom-
mend Taylor as superin-
tendent, approving his 
appointment in a 4–3 vote.

Taylor has no back-
ground in public educa-
tion or educational lead-
ership. He told The Free 
Lance–Star in 2015 that 
his children were home-
schooled.

In 2019, he left his posi-
tion with Spotsylvania 
County to become admin-
istrator of Greene County, 
a smaller locality west of 
Orange.

Taylor’s name is includ-
ed in the list of candidates 
to be granted licensure by 
the Board of Education at 
its Sept. 15 meeting.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

Superintendent
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Stafford County 

An artist’s rendering depicts a proposed warehouse 
that’s slated for a 32-acre parcel that lies between 
Stafford’s Wyche Road and Interstate 95.

WAREHOUSE
► FROM A1

f ront ,  ou r  defenders 
reached the state border 
with the Russian Fed-
eration,” said Oleh Syn-
iehubov, governor of the 
northeastern Kharkiv 
region. Over the weekend, 
the Russian Defense Min-
istry said troops would 
be pulled from two areas 
in that region to regroup 
in the eastern region of 
Donetsk.

There were reports of 
chaos as Russian troops 
pulled out.

“The Russians were 
here in the morning. Then 
at noon, they suddenly 
started shouting wildly 
and began to run away, 
charging off in tanks and 
armored vehicles,” Dmy-
tro Hrushchenko, a resi-
dent of recently liberated 
Zaliznychne, a small town 
near the eastern front line, 
told Sky News.

Video taken by the 
U k r a i n i a n  m i l i t a r y 
showed soldiers raising 
the Ukrainian flag over 
battle-damaged build-
ings. In one scene, a fighter 
wiped his boots on a Rus-
sian flag on the ground. 
Other videos showed 
Ukrainians inspecting 
the wreckage of Russian 
military vehicles, includ-
ing tanks.

Ukrainian teams were 
disarming land mines and 
other unexploded weap-
ons in the recaptured areas 
and searching for any re-
maining Russian troops, 
officials said.

It was not yet clear if 
the Ukrainian blitz could 
signal a turning point in 
the war. Momentum has 
switched back and forth 
before, but rarely with 
such a big and sudden 
swing.

Ukrainian presiden-
tial adviser Oleksiy Are-
stovich did not specify the 
number of Russian pris-
oners but said the POWs 
would be exchanged for 
Ukrainian service mem-
bers held by Moscow. Mil-
itary intelligence spokes-
man Andrey Yusov said 
the captured troops in-
cluded “significant” num-
bers of Russian officers.

Ukraine’s deputy inte-

rior minister accused flee-
ing Russian forces of burn-
ing official documents and 
concealing bodies in an 
attempt to cover up rights 
violations in the areas they 
controlled until last week.

The mood was jubilant 
across the country.

In Kharkiv, Ukraine’s 
second-largest city and 
the capital of the region 
where the gains have been 
made, authorities hailed 
that power and water had 
been restored to about 
80% of the region’s popu-
lation following Russian 
attacks on infrastructure 
that knocked out electric-
ity in many places across 
Ukraine.

“You are heroes!!!” 
Kharkiv Mayor Ihor Ter-
ekhov wrote on Tele-
gram, referring to crews 
who restored utilities in 
Ukraine’s second-biggest 
city. “Thanks to everyone 
who did everything pos-
sible on this most difficult 
night for Kharkiv to nor-
malize the life of the city 
as soon as possible.”

The buoyant mood was 
also captured by a defi-
ant President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy late Sunday on 
social media.

“Do you still think you 
can intimidate, break us, 
force us to make conces-
sions?” Zelenskyy asked. 
“Cold, hunger, darkness 
and thirst for us are not as 
scary and deadly as your 
‘friendship’ and brother-
hood.’”

I n  t h e  e n d ,  h e  e x-
claimed: “We will be with 
gas, lights, water and food 
… and WITHOUT you!”

Meanwhile, in Russia, 
there were some signs of 
disarray as Russian mili-
tary bloggers and patriotic 
commentators chastised 
the Kremlin for failing 
to mobilize more forces 
and take stronger action 
against Ukraine.

Russia has continuously 
stopped short of calling 
its invasion a war, instead 
describing it as a “spe-
cial military operation” 
and relying on a limited 
contingent of volunteers 
instead of a mass mobili-
zation that could spur civil 
discontent and protest.

Ramzan Kadyrov, the 
Moscow-backed leader 
of the Russian region of 

Chechnya, publicly criti-
cized the Russian De-
fense Ministry for what 
he called “mistakes” that 
made the Ukrainian blitz 
possible.

Such criticism seeped 
onto state-controlled Rus-
sian TV.

“People who convinced 
President Putin that the 
operation will be fast and 
effective ... these people 
really set up all of us,” 
Boris Nadezhdin, a former 
parliament member, said 
on a talk show on NTV 
television. “We’re now at 
the point where we have 
to understand that it’s 
absolutely impossible to 
defeat Ukraine using these 
resources and colonial war 
methods.”

Some in Russia blamed 
Western weapons and 
fighters for the losses.

“It’s not Ukraine that at-
tacked Izium, but NATO,” 
read a headline in the 
state-supported Komso-
molskaya Pravda newspa-
per, referring to one of the 
areas where Russia said it 
has withdrawn troops.

Pro-Kremlin separatists 
reported that Ukrainian 
troops were approaching 
the town of Lyman, a rail 
hub captured by Russia in 
late May that offers access 
to bridges over the nearby 
Siversky Donets river.

Denis Pushilin, head of 
the self-proclaimed Do-
netsk People’s Republic, 
acknowledged that the 
situation was “difficult.”

Even amid Ukraine’s 
ebullience, the casualties 
kept mounting. Ukraine’s 
presidential office said 
Monday that at least four 
civilians were killed and 11 
others wounded in a series 
of Russian attacks in nine 
regions of the country. 
The U.N. Human Rights 
Office said last week that 
5,767 civilians have been 
killed so far.

Russian forces contin-
ued missile and shelling 
attacks on residential 
areas in Kharkiv, killing 
at least one civilian and 
setting multiple fires, local 
officials said.

In a reminder of the 
war’s toll, a council mem-
ber in Izium accused those 
forces of killing civilians 
and committing other 
atrocities.

UKRAINE
► FROM A1

white, said he couldn’t 
support his forefather’s 
decision to take up arms 
to keep Black people en-
slaved.

He repeatedly asked 
when the “Confederate 
traitors’ memorial” would 
be moved off the court-
house square as other such 
monuments were being 
relocated—or destroyed—
in the wake of the May 
2020 killing of George 
Floyd. The Black man died 
after a white Minneapolis 
police officer handcuffed 
him and pinned him to the 
ground under his knee.

Jones saw the “entire 
extraction” of the monu-
ment, which started with 
roping off the area and 
prep work on Friday. It 
continued early Satur-
day morning as the base 

and obelisk were disas-
sembled, piece by piece, by 
Stratified, a Washington-
area firm paid $38,000 to 
do the work.

“Now the monument 
resides in a more appro-
priate place,” Jones said.

Other members of the 
community and NAACP 
chapter had hoped to wit-

ness the memorial’s re-
moval during some sort 
of formal observation. 
County Administrator 
Chris Miller said in May 
that King George would 
work with Stratified to 
develop a schedule and 
“definitely do a public-
notice effort to get the 
word out when we do have 

a firm date. It will be a big 
deal, I am sure,” he added.

But county officials ap-
parently changed gears 
and opted to go “with as 
little fanfare as possible,” 
Miller said on Monday.

“We did not have some 
elaborate celebration or 
schedule associated with 
it,” he said. “Folks can go 
and take as many pictures 
as they want now that it 
is up.”

But Bushrod, who also 
works as a background 
investigator and evidence 
technician at the King 
George Sheriff’s Office, 
told about 30 people in an 
email last week that sev-
eral county officials had 
received “several threat-
ening correspondences 
in reference to the move-
ment of this statue. They 
feel that it is in the best 
interest of all (citizens, 
contractor and others) 
that the specific dates and 

times not be publicly an-
nounced.”

Jolicia Ward, a county 
resident, Army officer and 
political candidate, re-
sponded to Bushrod’s email 
that she had been “truly 
looking forward to attend-
ing this historical moment 
in person,” but that she was 
grateful the monument was 
being moved.

“It is a painful reminder 
of the past and present 
institutionalized racism 
in the United States,” she 
wrote in an email.

Bushrod said he was 
also looking forwarding to 
“witnessing history in the 
making, right here in King 
George,” but added that by 
not announcing the date, 
there wouldn’t be parking 
problems, crowds “as well 
as any violent behavior 
initiated by outsiders 
wanting to halt and dis-
rupt the process of moving 
the statue.”

According to the in-
scription on the statue, the 
monument was erected as 
a “tribute of gratitude and 
respect from the Ladies 
Memorial Association” 
of King George. When 
the controversy over its 
placement erupted two 
years ago, county officials 
voted in November 2021 
to move it to the cemetery 
when David Storke, owner 
of Historyland, agreed to 
provide the space and take 
care of its upkeep.

Tourism funds will be 
used for signs directing 
visitors along the Civil 
War Trail to the county’s 
monument to the Confed-
eracy at Historyland.

“It’s a memorial to vet-
erans and what better 
place to put a memorial 
to dead folks than a cem-
etery,” Storke said.
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425 
cdyson@freelancestar.com
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PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

One piece of the Confederate memorial remained 
at King George Courthouse on Saturday afternoon.

Andriy Andriyenko / Associated Press

Locals pass damaged buildings after a Russian rocket attack in Dnipro, Ukraine.



By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Stafford County 
School Board on Tuesday 
approved an “aggressive” 
list of capital project pri-
orities that call for open-
ing two new elementary 
schools in August 2026 
and replacing Hartwood 
Elementary School, Drew 
Middle School and the 
Rising Star Early Learning 
Center the following year.

These five priorities—
along with building high 
school-only bus access 
roads and a new fleet ser-
vices facility and reno-
vating the fine arts wing 
at North Stafford High 
School—are rated “over-
due” on the priority list 
of capital projects for the 
next 10 years that the 
School Board will forward 
to the county Board of 

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Virginia Board of Edu-
cation on Thursday approved 
granting a superintendent’s 
license to former Spotsylvania 
County Administrator Mark 

Taylor, thereby clearing the way 
for the School Board to officially 
give him the job of division 
superintendent and work out a 
contract.

Board of Education members 
mainly cited their belief in the 
role of locally elected school 
boards to make the best deci-
sions for their local school sys-
tems.

“We are not confirming any-

body,” said BOE 
m e m b e r  A n d y 
R ot he rh a m ,  a n 
appointee of Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin. 
“We’re saying, do 
they meet a base-
line standard un-
der the law to be on 

this list (of candidates eligible 
to obtain a superintendent’s 
license)?”

The board determined that 
Taylor qualifies for a superin-
tendent’s license based on Op-
tion IV of the Virginia Code’s 
licensure regulations, which 
lays out the requirements for 
obtaining a superintendent’s 
license without a background in 
education.

Candidates must have a mas-
ter’s degree or equivalent, three 
years of successful senior lead-

ership experience and a rec-
ommendation from a Virginia 
School Board interested in hir-
ing them.

Two BOE members, Anne 
Holton and Tammy Mann—
who were appointed by former 
Gov. Ralph Northam—voted 
against granting Taylor a li-
cense.
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RULE CHANGE AFFECTS FAIRVIEW BEACH, POTOMAC LANDING

BOARD MEMBERS PLOT 
‘AGGRESSIVE’ PLAN FOR 
ADDING CAPACITY

APPROVAL CLEARS WAY FOR 
SPOTSY SCHOOLS TO HIRE 
EX-COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

By CATHY DYSON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Fairview Beach is registering 
more golf carts for people who 
want to tool around the water-
front community, and younger 
drivers now can get behind the 
wheel as a result of recent ac-
tion by the King George Board 
of Supervisors.

The county changed its or-
dinance to allow anyone with a 
state driver’s license to operate 
golf carts on public roads in 

Fairview Beach and Potomac 
Landing. Previously, the ordi-
nance limited drivers to those 
18 and older, but board mem-
bers decided Sept. 6 to allow 
16-year-olds to drive the carts 
as well as utility vehicles and 
Gators, which are similar to 
golf carts. However, the desig-
nation does not include riding 
lawn mowers or all-terrain 
vehicles, according to County 
Attorney Kelly Lackey.

Shirley Buckley chairs the 

golf-cart committee for the 
Fairview Beach Residents As-
sociation and researched simi-
lar ordinances in 29 Virginia 
localities that permit golf carts. 
Only two set the minimum 
driving age at 18, she said.

Jeff Bueche, Fairview Beach’s 
former representative on the 
county Board of Supervisors, 
first advocated for the change 
more than two years ago. He 
said Fairview Beach and nearby 
Potomac Landing—the only 

two neighborhoods in the 
county where golf carts are al-
lowed on roads—should permit 
16-year-olds to drive golf carts, 
given that the state lets them 
drive vehicles.

T.C. Collins, who represents 
Fairview Beach on the county 
board, is a former special agent 
with the Virginia State Police. 
He said he has “a strong per-
sonal and professional reason 
not to have 16-year-olds drive 

By DAVE RESS
Richmond Times–Dispatch

Virginia’s push to help 
active-duty military per-
sonnel find work as they 
leave the service and to 
connect veterans with em-
ployers has done just that 
for 100,000 over the last 
decade.

The Virginia Values 
Veterans Program offers 
grants for companies that 
go through its certification 
process up to $1,000 for 
each eligible veteran hired 
and up to $10,000 in all.

“It started in 2012 with 
the basic philosophy that 
Virginia businesses will 
be better with more vet-
erans working for them,” 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin said 
Wednesday at an awards 

K.G. lowers age to drive 
golf carts on some roads
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Residents drive around in golf carts in Fairview Beach—one of two places in King George where it’s allowed on public roads.
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A man who was arrested 
Tuesday for al legedly 
making a threatening call 
that led to a lockdown 
at a Stafford County el-
ementary school has also 
been charged with making 
numerous similar calls 
involving various loca-

tions in Fred-
ericksburg, 
police said.

J a m e s 
Wayne Hash 
II, 34, of Fred-
ericksburg, 
was already 
ch a rged  i n 
Stafford on offenses of 
threats to bomb and at-

tempted act of terrorism. 
City authorities on Thurs-
day added offenses that 
include felony charges of 
threats on school prop-
erty and threats to bomb 
or burn, plus five misde-
meanor counts of falsely 
summoning police.

None of the city charges 
involve the recent rash of 

threats at James Monroe 
High School, where stu-
dents have been dismissed 
early three times in the 
past week because of writ-
ten threats on bathroom 
walls. City police spokes-
woman Sarah Morris said 
police are still investigat-
ing those incidents.

Morris said Sgt. Ben 

Johnson headed an in-
depth probe into about 30 
911 robocalls in the city 
that began in April and 
continued into August. 
The calls were apparently 
part of a “swatting” prac-
tice in which participants 
make hard-to-trace calls 
designed to send a large 

Additional charges in city for Stafford school bomb threat suspect

Hash

SEE Threat, A14
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Supervisors.
“The plans that we had 

originally formulated ear-
lier this summer were not 
sufficient, according to 
constituents that we spoke 
to (at a series of commu-
nity town halls held in the 
past few weeks),” Super-
intendent Thomas Tay-
lor said. “They were not 
forward-looking enough. 
They did not address our 
needs far enough into the 
future. So we are delighted 
to bring forward a recom-
mendation that’s a lot 
more aggressive.”

Taylor noted that the 
last new school to be built 
in the county was Shirley 
Heim Middle in 2008. 
Many of the projects the 
School Board is now rating 
“overdue” were originally 
requested years ago, he 
said.

The School Board first 
proposed replacing the 
Rising Star Early Learning 
Center, which is the old-
est building in the school 
division, in 2007, and first 
requested an 18th elemen-
tary school in 2011.

“We have two rather 
significant needs,” Taylor 
said. “We have to accom-
modate growth—we are 
the second-fastest grow-
ing community in Vir-
ginia. And another issue 
that needs to be consid-
ered is the need to address 
our aging infrastructure. 
Some schools were built in 
the 1930s. That’s no longer 
sufficient for our needs.

“These issues are emer-
gent, they are a crisis 
and they need to be ad-
dressed.”

Altogether, the two new 
elementary schools and 
rebuilds of Hartwood, 
Drew and Rising Star—
plus the sixth county high 

school, which is already in 
the works and scheduled 
to open in August 2026—
will cost about $520 mil-
lion.

School Board members 
agreed with Taylor’s sense 
of urgency.

“Clearly, we need (all the 
new schools) now,” board 
chair Patricia Healy said. 
“This has gotten good 
traction in the community 
and I think now is the time 
that we have to move. We 
haven’t opened a school in 
a long, long time, but it’s 
not because it has not been 
on these plans. We need to 
send forth what we believe 
and will support.”

Chris Fulmer, deputy 
superintendent and chief 
operating officer, said 
that staff are conducting 
research into potential 
locations for the new el-
ementary schools and will 
present information to the 
board in a closed session 
in October.

The School Board and 
Board of Supervisors will 
hold a joint meeting in the 
coming weeks to discuss 
the division’s capital im-
provement plan.

In addition to the over-
due priorities, Taylor’s 
proposed capital improve-
ment plan for the next 10 
years includes a county-
wide public day school 
and a rebuild of Falmouth 
Elementary School in 
2028; a rebuild of Graf-
ton Village and Stafford 
elementary schools and 
an indoor aquatics and ac-
tivities center in 2029; and 
a 20th elementary school 
in 2030.

The School Board de-
cided Tuesday to have a 
conversation about those 
next-level priorities at a 
later date.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele
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luncheon at the Greater 
Richmond Convention 
Center to honor employers 
in the program.

At the core of the Vir-
ginia Values Veterans 
program is a course that 
teaches employers about 
what often unfamiliar 
military specializations 
really mean in terms of 
civilian skills. The pro-
gram shares nationally 
recognized best practices 
for recruiting, hiring and 
retaining veterans, too.

Translating military 
expertise into civilian cre-
dentials has been a major 
push of Sen. Tim Kaine, 
D–Va., through his work 
with the Capitol Hill Ca-
reer and Technical Educa-
tion Caucus.

More than 2,100 com-
panies in the state have 
earned Virginia Values 
Veterans certifications.

The 100,000 veterans 
and departing military 
personnel who have found 
work through the program 
over 10 years account for 
a healthy portion of Vir-
ginia’s 700,000 veterans 
and more than 150,000 
active-duty military.

“It is so exciting to see 
so many of them start 
the next chapter of their 
life here in the common-
wealth,” Youngkin said.

“This is the beginning,” 
he added. “We know there 
is more work to do, taking 
care of our veterans and 
veterans’ families, tak-
ing care of our active duty 
heroes and their families, 
making sure they want to 
stay here.”

Vets
► FROM A1

carts,” but favored the 
measure because he said 
that’s what his constitu-
ents want.

The age issue, along 
with other topics pertain-
ing to the operation of golf 
carts, are frequently top-
ics of discussion among 
Fairview Beach residents, 
said Michael Bennett, the 
former president of the 
residents association and a 
current board member. He 
said a majority of residents 
favored allowing 16-year-
olds to drive golf carts.

But it’s clear the as-
sociation doesn’t want 
any drivers younger than 
that careening around the 
hillside community that 
overlooks the Potomac 
River. The second para-
graph about golf carts on 
the association’s website 
notes that “we are seeing 
children operating (golf 
carts) and driving them 
unsafely. We cannot toler-
ate this.”

The website goes on to 
say that all rights to op-
erate golf carts under its 
agreement with the coun-
ty would cease without 
further notice, if children 
continue driving the golf 
carts illegally. The associ-
ation encourages residents 
to remind neighbors to 

obey the law.
Golf carts have been al-

lowed in Fairview Beach 
since 2007 and Buckley 
said “we take our privi-
lege to be a golf cart com-
munity” seriously. The 
association registered 147 
golf carts in 2020, but this 
year, that number climbed 
to 192, said Tommie Klise, 
president of the residents 
group.

“It’s a record breaker,” 
he said.

The association allows 
residents from nearby Po-
tomac Landing to attend 
events to register the carts 

and it posts the legal re-
quirements which include: 
headlights, tail lights and 
brake lights; side and rear-
view mirrors; a slow-mov-
ing vehicle sign; adequate 
brakes and steering; and 
liability insurance with a 
minimum of $50,000 per 
incident. Also, carts must 
not exceed 25 miles per 
hour.

Residents also must 
get the golf carts inspect-
ed annually by an au-
thorized dealer, which 
costs $20, and then get 
the proper registration 
from the Fairview Beach 

Residents Association for 
$25. Those with questions 
are encouraged to contact 
Buckley, but asked not to 
stop by her house unan-
nounced, according to the 
website.

Golf cart violations are 
punishable by a $150 fine 
for the first offense. If 
there are repeat offenses 
in a year, the action is con-
sidered a Class 1 misde-
meanor, punishable by up 
to 12 months in jail, a fine 
of up to $2,500 or both.

Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com

GOLF CARTS
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King George residents Ricky and Lolie Breedlove wave at a neighbor while 
driving around Fairview Beach, where golf carts are legal to drive on the street.

Virginia Administrative 
Code section 8VAC20-
23-750 cites a number of 
reasons for denying a li-
cense, ending with “Other 
good and just cause in the 
best interest of the public 
schools of the Common-
wealth of Virginia.”

Holton cited this reason 
as supporting her belief 
that the Board of Educa-
tion could vote against 
granting Taylor a license. 
She referred to posts that 
appear to have been made 
to Taylor’s personal Face-
book page, and described 
them as racially and so-
cially insensitive.

“It does not reflect well 
on the public schools of 
Virginia—it does not 
serve the school chil-
dren of Virginia—to have 
somebody who posts 
not one, not two, but nu-
merous racially bigoted 
and offensive memes,” 
Holton said. “Among oth-
er things, if these posts 
are accurate and true, they 

just reflect a significant 
lack of judgement about 
communications and what 
a public official’s role in 
the world would be.”

Several of the board 
members who voted to 
grant Taylor the license 
agreed that the posts 
would have disqualified 
him from a leadership 
decision if they had been 
doing the hiring.

“On a local board, I 
would consider these a 
disqualification,” said 
member Alan Siebert, a 
Youngkin appointee.

Rotherham said that, 
“assuming that those 
posts are legitimate, if I 
were on a local board, I 
would not vote to hire, 
either.

“But that’s not our role,” 
he continued. “We’re not 
on a local board. That’s 
for the people of Spotsyl-
vania, speaking through a 
local school board. They 
have to make these deci-
sions. That’s fundamen-
tally the civics lesson of 
this entire episode.”

Taylor suggested during 
an interview Wednesday 

with ABC–7 that the so-
cial media posts were the 
result of his profile being 
hacked. Those posts were 
discussed by many of the 
two dozen Spotsylvania 
parents and teachers—
including School Board 
members Nicole Cole and 
Lorita Daniels, speaking 
as parents of schoolchil-
dren—who addressed the 
BOE during public com-
ments, asking them not to 
grant the license.

They asked board mem-
bers to consider Tay-
lor’s lack of public school 
teaching or administra-
tion experience, his per-
sonal friendship with 
School Board Chair Kirk 
Twigg and the fact that his 
application for licensure 
last month was sent to 
the Virginia Department 
of Education without the 
School Board having held a 
public vote to recommend 
him.

Parent Rich Lieberman 
argued that Taylor does 
not meet the qualifica-
tions for school division 
superintendents as enu-
merated in Virginia Ad-

ministrative Code section 
8VAC20-390-10, which 
states, “The applicant 
shall have had at least five 
years of satisfactory and 
full-time experience in 
administration or super-
vision, or both, in public 
schools.”

About a dozen commu-
nity members—including 
School Board members 
April Gillespie, Lisa Phelps 
and Rabih Abuismail—at-
tended the meeting to 
speak in support of Taylor.

They described those 
who spoke against him 
as being part of an activ-
ist group with ties to a 
teachers’ union, described 
Taylor as an ethical leader 
with extensive experience 
managing budgets, and 
asked the BOE to respect 
the local board’s decision 
to go with an “out-of-the-
box” candidate for super-
intendent.

“ L e t  S p o t s y l v a n i a 
County move on to take 
ca re  of  Spotsylva n ia 
County,” Phelps said.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

Superintendent
► FROM A1

law enforcement contin-
gent to various scenes, 
only to find nothing going 
on.

Morris said the suspect 
used a text-to-speech 
program to play recorded 
threats using a discon-
nected cellphone. The 
calls involved businesses 
and residences in the city.

One charge stems from 

the first day of school, 
when the caller claimed to 
be outside Hugh Mercer 
Elementary School with a 
rifle. Police were already 
at the school and knew 
the call was a fake, Morris 
said.

On July 11, the caller 
made what Morris de-
scribed as a multijuris-
dictional bomb threat in 
which he claimed that 
bombs had been placed 
in multiple courthouses 
in the state, including 

the Fredericksburg court 
complex at 701 Princess 
Anne St.

Police used information 
obtained from various 
cell towers, interviews 
and other technological 
advances to identify Hash 
as a suspect. A search 
warrant was executed at 
his home, and devices be-
lieved to have been used 
in the swatting incidents 
were seized. The Stafford 
Sheriff’s Office joined 
in the investigation and 

identified Hash as the 
person who made a phony 
threat that resulted in a 
lockdown at Conway El-
ementary School in south-
ern Stafford on Sept. 7.

Morris said police have 
wasted considerable man-
power and hours respond-
ing to the prank calls.

Hash remains in the 
Rappahannock Regional 
Jail under no bond.

Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

Threat
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By ERIC TUCKER
 Associated Press

WASHINGTON—A fed-
eral judge has appointed 
a veteran New York jurist 
to serve as an independent 
arbiter and review re-
cords seized during an FBI 
search of former President 
Donald Trump’s Florida 
home last month.

The selection of Ray-
mond Dearie, a former 
federal prosecutor who 
for years served as the 
chief judge of the federal 
court based in Brooklyn, 
came after both the Justice 
Department and Trump’s 
lawyers made clear that 
they would be satisfied 
with his appointment as a 
so-called special master.

In that role, Dearie will 
be responsible for review-
ing the documents taken 
during the Aug. 8 search of 
Mar-a-Lago and segregat-
ing out any that may be 
covered by claims of privi-
lege. It is not clear how 
long the work will take but 
the special master pro-
cess has already delayed 
the investigation, with a 
judge in Florida directing 
the Justice Department 
to temporarily pause core 
aspects of its probe.

The Justice Department 
is investigating the hoard-
ing of top-secret materi-
als and other classified 
documents at the Florida 
property after Trump left 
office. The FBI says it re-

covered more than 11,000 
documents from the home 
during its Aug. 8 search, 
including over 100 with 
classification markings.

Trump’s lawyers had 
asked last month for a 
judge to name a special 
master to do an indepen-
dent review of the records 
and segregate any that 
may be covered by claims 
of executive privilege or 
attorney-client privilege. 
The Justice Department 
argued the appointment 
was unnecessary, saying 
it had already done its 
own review and Trump 
had no right to raise ex-
ecutive privilege claims 
that ordinarily permit the 
president to withhold cer-

tain information from the 
public and Congress.

U.S. District Judge Ai-
leen Cannon, a Trump 
appointee, disagreed and 
directed both sides to name 
potential candidates for the 
role. She also ordered the 
Justice Department to halt 
its review of the documents 
for investigative purposes 
until “further Court order” 
or until the special master 
completes their review.

The Trump team recom-
mended either Dearie or a 
Florida lawyer for the job. 
The Justice Department 
said that, in addition to the 
two judges whose names it 
submitted, it would also be 
satisfied with a Dearie ap-
pointment.

Arbiter named in Mar-a-Lago probe

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

An armed robber got 
away with an undisclosed 
amount of money after 
threatening a teller at 
a credit union in King 
George County on Thurs-
day afternoon, police said.

K i ng  G eorge  Sher-
iff’s Office 1st Sgt. Kecia 
Wharton said the robbery 
took place at 3:16 p.m. 
at InFirst Federal Credit 
Union in the Dahlgren 
area. A man entered the 
credit union wearing a 
mask and passed a note to 
a teller demanding cash 

while displaying a firearm. 
The robber was described 
only as a white male.

After getting the money, 
the robber fled in an un-
known direction, Whar-
ton said. Deputies and 
detectives surrounded 
the area and a police dog 
was brought in to attempt 
a track, but the suspect 
was not found. No one was 
injured.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact the 
Sheriff’s Office’s Criminal 
Investigative Division at 
540/775-4188.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com

Man robs King 
George credit union

PILOT TO FACE 
MORE CHARGES

JACKSON, Miss. (AP)—An 
airport worker who flew a 
stolen airplane erratically 
over north Mississippi and 
threatened to crash into a 
Walmart is now facing federal 
charges on top of state ones.

Cory Wayne Patterson, 29, 
of Shannon, Mississippi, was 
arrested Wednesday on fed-
eral charges of destruction of 
an aircraft and threats involv-
ing destruction of aircraft, 
court records show. Convic-
tion on the first charge would 
carry up to 20 years in prison 
and the second would carry 
up to five years.



By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
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Twana James had a 
successful home-based 
hair-braiding business 
for a decade, but she 
found herself wanting to 
do more for her clients.

“A lot of braid clients 
have alopecia, and they 
were getting braids to 
cover the hair loss,” 
James said. 

T houg h  it  c a n  b e 
caused or exacerbated 
by repeated pulling on 
the hair through the use 
of tight ponytails, braids 
or buns—a condition 
called “traction alope-
cia”—hair loss can also 
be the result of an un-
derlying disease, medi-
cation, psychological 
condition or genetics.

James wants to change 
the misperception that 

when women—espe-
cially Black women—
experience hair loss, it’s 
because they don’t take 
care of their hair.

“The assumption is, 
you’re doing something 
to cause it. It’s your 
fault,” she said. “But if 
you look at the side ef-
fects of many medica-

tions, hair loss is at the 
top. And who wants to 
choose between their 
health and their hair?”

Hair loss can be es-
pecially traumatic for 
women, but it’s also 
t rau mat ic  for  men, 
James said.

“Not every man wants 
to be bald,” she said. 

“Say you’re a man in his 
20s, looking for work. 
You might not want a 
shaved head.”

James felt driven to do 
more for her clients with 
alopecia, but to provide 
some services, she real-
ized that she’d need to be 
licensed.

She didn’t want to go 
to cosmetology school 
because she wasn’t in-
terested in working with 
chemicals, so she en-

WATCH:  
Barber 
Twana James 
practices hair 
replacement 

at her Spotsylvania County 
business. Point your smart-
phone camera at the QR 
code, then tap the link.
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UPENDING ALOPECIA ASSUMPTIONS 

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Mark Taylor signed a 
contract with the Spot-
sylvania County School 
Board to serve as the new 
division superintendent 
b e g i n n i n g 
Nov. 1.

The board 
on Friday ap-
proved by a 
vote of 4–3 
a  m o t i o n 
b y  R a b i h 
Abuismail to 
“submit the contract and 
negotiations forward as 
discussed in closed ses-
sion.”

The contract, as de-
scribed on Friday, guar-
antees Taylor more than 
three years of full pay if he 
is fired without cause.

Taylor will also receive 
the full advertised base 
salary of $245,000 per 
year—$30,000 more per 
year than previous super-
intendent Scott Baker was 
making.

Ba ker  was  h i red i n 
2011. In 2018, the board 
increased his base sal-
ary from $195,000 to 
$205,000 per year. Ac-
cording to his most recent 
contract, effective July 
2020, his annual salary 
was $215,000 when he was 
fired without cause in 
January.

Taylor has no experi-
ence in the field of public 
education and is employed 
as  ad m i n istrator  for 
Greene County. According 

to an article in the Char-
lottesville Daily Progress, 
he was hired to that posi-
tion in 2019 at a salary of 
$135,000 per year.

The board discussed 
the contract in a closed 
session Friday with Whit 
Robinson, an attorney 
based in Warrenton with 
a specialty in “land use 
cases, criminal matters, 
construction law, federal 
and state election law and 
government contracts,” 
according to his website.

Twigg said Friday that 
Robinson was hired on 
Sept. 15 through the school 
division’s procurement 
process for a short time 
period, not to exceed one 
month, to “help us with 
needs that are imminent.”

The board’s previous 
attorney, Brad King of the 
Richmond firm Sands 
Anderson, ended his rep-
resentation Sept. 12.

Board members Nicole 
Cole and Dawn Shelley 
said they had concerns 
about employing an attor-
ney without a specialty in 
education law to represent 
the board during its nego-
tiations with Taylor.

“Education law needs 
to be known to under-
stand how a contract for 
a superintendent for a 
school division should be 
properly written,” Cole 
said. “This is not a general 
contract. There are spe-
cific contract provisions 
that we need to know that 

Taylor signs on as 
superintendent

Taylor

SEE Superintendent, A6

Female barber gives 
cuts and confidence

PHOTOS BY PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Twana James applies adhesive during a hair replacement process on Dr. Andrew Walker at her 
salon, Crochet Braids, in Spotsylvania County. James transitioned from braiding hair to barbering.

SEE Barber, A6

James displays some of the tools and products 
she uses for temporary hair replacement.

By DANICA KIRKA, MIKE CORDER 
and SAMYA KULLAB
Associated Press

LONDON—The United 
Kingdom and the world 
bade farewell to Queen 
Elizabeth II on Monday 
with a state funeral that 
drew presidents and kings, 
princes and prime minis-
ters—and crowds in the 
streets of London and at 
Windsor Castle—to honor 
a monarch whose 70-year 
reign defined an age.

In a country known for 
pomp and pageantry, the 
first state funeral since 
Winston Churchill’s was 
filled with spectacle: Be-
fore the service, a bell 
tolled 96 times—once a 
minute for each year of 
Elizabeth’s life. Then, 142 
Royal Navy sailors used 
ropes to draw the gun 

carriage carrying her flag-
draped coffin to West-
minster Abbey, where 
pallbearers bore it inside 
and about 2,000 people 
ranging from world lead-

ers to health care workers 
gathered to mourn.

The trappings of state 
and monarchy abounded: 
The coffin was draped 
with the Royal Standard 

and atop it sat the Impe-
rial State Crown, spar-
kling with almost 3,000 
diamonds, and the sover-
eign’s orb and scepter.

But the personal was 
also present: The cof-
fin was followed into the 
church by generations of 
Elizabeth’s descendants, 
including King Charles III, 
heir to the throne Prince 
William and 9-year-old 
George, who is second in 
line. On a wreath atop the 
coffin, a handwritten note 
read, “In loving and de-
voted memory,” and was 
signed Charles R—for Rex, 
or king.

“Here, where Queen 
Elizabeth was married and 
crowned, we gather from 
across the nation, from 
the Commonwealth, and 

Mourners bid final farewell to Elizabeth II

Danny Lawson / pool photo via ap

King Charles III and members of the royal family 
follow behind the coffin of Queen Elizabeth II as it is 
carried out of Westminster Abbey after her funeral.

SEE QUEEN, A3

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A man who killed his 
sister and stabbed his 
pregnant girlfriend back 
in 2018 in Fredericksburg 
was ordered 
Monday to 
s e r v e  4 9 
y e a r s  i n 
prison.

Daniel A. 
Martinez-
Nolasco, 24, 
w a s  s e n -
te nce d  i n 
Fredericks-
burg Circuit 
Court to a total of 80 years 
with 31 years suspended. 
Judge Gordon Willis’ sen-
tence exceeded the recom-
mended state sentencing 
guidelines, which called 
for a maximum active sen-
tence of 39 years.

It was just a year short 
of the active 50-year sen-
tence requested by Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
Elizabeth Humphries, who 
said Martinez-Nolasco 
needed to be held account-
able for his “horrifically 
violent” acts.

M a r t i n e z-N o l a s c o 
killed Maria D. Martinez-
Nolasco on Dec. 10, 2018, 
at their home in the 200 
block of Ivanhoe Court 
in the city. According to 

court records, he stabbed 
her in the back at least 
twice after she questioned 
him about not having a job 
and how he was treating 
his pregnant girlfriend, 
Maria E. Machado Ven-
tura.

Machado Ventura was 
also stabbed after she 
went into the kitchen 
to investigate the other 
woman’s screams. The ev-
idence showed that Mar-
tinez-Nolasco stopped 
the attack and ran out of 
the home only after being 
confronted by others in 
the home.

Humphries said mi-
sogyny was a factor in the 
incident, saying Marti-
nez-Nolasco got especially 
angry because he was be-
ing questioned by women.

Martinez-Nolasco was 
arrested shortly after the 
stabbings and has been in 
custody ever since. His 
case has been delayed by 
multiple mental health ex-
aminations, the pandemic 
and frequent attorney 
changes. His current at-
torney, Jim Ilijevich, is the 
fourth lawyer Martinez-
Nolasco has had since his 
arrest.

Martinez-Nolasco was 
still trying to get out of his 

City man gets 49 years  
in 2018 killing, stabbing

Martinez–
Nolasco

SEE SENTENCE, A6
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Virtual Career Fair
Build your team! • October 12 – 23

The Virtual Career Fair is the easiest and most cost-effective way to
connect job seekers with employers. This event attracts candidates
from our local market and beyond who are eager to return to work
or make a fresh start.

• Promote your company brand
• Showcase your openings
• Video chat and interview candidates

Hurry! Deadline is Friday, Sept. 30!
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we can be counseled on for 
our protection as a board, 
since the superintendent 
is someone that we hire.”

Board member Lorita 
Daniels attempted to ap-
peal Twigg’s decision to 
hire Robinson without a 
full vote from the board, 
but her appeal was over-
turned by a 4–3 vote.

Robinson told the board 
prior to going into closed 
session that the contract 
with Taylor was “primar-
ily based on the previous 
one.”

“We are not reinventing 
the wheel,” he said.

But after the closed ses-
sion, Cole and Daniels 
described some of the 
provisions as being “out of 
the norm.”

Cole described a provi-
sion stating that Taylor 
will receive three years 
and eight months of full 
pay if he is fired without 
cause as “a real egregious 
overreach.”

“In our standard con-
tract, historically, if the 
superintendent is ter-
minated without cause, 
he gets paid through one 
year,” she said. “For this 
contract, they want to 
make sure this individual 
gets paid through the end 
of three years and eight 
months, regardless of how 
long he works.”

Baker’s contract from 

July 2020 states that he 
will receive all compensa-
tion, salary and benefits 
for one year from the ef-
fective date of his ter-
mination without cause, 
or until June 30, 2024, 
whichever time period is 
shorter.

Shelley said the contract 
with Taylor also waives 
School Board policy that 
states that employees 
must work for a minimum 
of 15 years before retire-
ment to receive health 
insurance retiree benefits.

“No matter how long 
he works, he will receive 
health insurance, which 
could cost the division 
hundreds upon hundreds 
upon hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars,” she said.

The contract also pro-
vides Taylor with an 
amount to cover moving 
expenses, though not the 
full $10,000 originally 
requested, Daniels said 
Friday.

According to Spotsyl-
vania County’s real estate 
database, Taylor and his 
wife, Francesca—under 
their company The Spotsy 
Spot—own a house in the 
Spotsylvania Courthouse 
area.

They also own a house 
in Standardsville, about 
60 miles away, according 
to Greene County data.

Shelley also cited con-
cern with a provision in 
the contract that states 
the board cannot discuss 

Taylor or his performance 
without him being pres-
ent.

“We are not allowed to 
talk about him unless he’s 
in the room,” she said.

Daniels commented 
that the contract is written 
“as if the person accepting 
this contract is our boss.”

“I think it’s important 
that when we hire some-
one, we set the tone and 
parameters,” she said. 
“I understand there are 
negotiations, but we also 
need to be clear that we are 
the boss.”

None of the other board 
members commented on 
the contract Friday.

“I don’t feel comfortable 
speaking about something 
that is not finalized,” Vice 
Chair April Gillespie said. 
“We are still in negotia-
tions.”

Cole said Monday after-
noon that she is disputing 
whether the contract can 
legally go into effect, since 
Friday’s vote was to move 
negotiations forward, not 
to authorize the chair to 
accept or sign a contract.

“This is all under fur-
ther deliberation,” Twigg 
said Friday.

Cole said at Friday’s 
meeting that she is filing a 
lawsuit in circuit court to 
appeal the Virginia Board 
of Education’s decision to 
license Taylor.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele@flsadele

Superintendent
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rolled in Seaward’s Bar-
ber Academy in Stafford 
County.

James, 51, completed 
most of the yearlong pro-
gram while continuing to 
work part-time and be a 
single mom to her three 
children. She was the 
only female student, and 
recently became the first 
female graduate.

She’s taken a leap and 
moved her business out of 
her home and into Finesse 
Salon Studios in Spotsyl-
vania County, where she 
sees clients who come to 
her from the Fredericks-
burg area as well as from 
North Carolina, Florida, 
California and New York.

James moved to the 
Fredericksburg area from 
Northern Virginia in 2013. 
The daughter of an Ar-
lington County sheriff’s 
deputy, she is a veteran of 
six years in the Army and 
a 20-year career in broad-
casting.

She got her start in 
braiding by sharing a You-
Tube video of the tech-
nique she developed for 
attaching crochet braids—
or synthetic hair exten-
sions—to natural hair.

The video went viral 
and people started ask-
ing James how much she 
charged for the service.

She hadn’t thought 
about doing hair as a busi-
ness, but after realizing 
that she could pay for her 
children’s preschool while 
working at home, she 
launched Crochet Braids 
by Twana.

When James started 
barber school, she’d never 
held a pair of shears and 
had anxiety about touch-
ing people’s skin.

She credits Joe Seward, 
a retired Marine, mas-
ter barber and owner/
instructor at Seward’s 
Barber Academy, with 
helping her get over her 
squeamishness.

“He made me feel com-
fortable,” she said.

With her new skills, 
James wants to help cli-
ents who desire to transi-
tion to natural hair from 
hair extensions.

“That can be life-alter-
ing,” said James. “Hair 
cuts are much less expen-
sive than hair extensions 
and less time-consum-
ing.”

She also strives to cre-
ate a family-friendly and 
private space where male 
and female clients with 
hair loss feel comfort-
able taking off their wigs, 
hats and headscarves and 

letting her come up with 
solutions that make them 
feel good.

“People feel better when 
they look better,” James 
said. “If I can be a conduit 
to that, I’m blessed.”

James is now working 
on growing and expanding 
her business and possibly 
taking her services into 
the local homeless popula-
tion.

“I’d love to work with 
that population as a min-
istry,” she said.

She’d also love to open 
an all-female barber shop 
one day.

Until then, she’d be hap-
py just to see more female 
barbers.

“There is a lot more to 
barbering than cutting 
hair,” James said. “A lot of 
barbers have gotten away 
from the art of barbering 
and I think it will take 
women to bring it back.”
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele

Barber
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James combs out locks adhered to Dr. Walker’s 
temples in her Spotsylvania salon on Thursday.

PHOTOS BY PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Twana James finishes a hair replacement process on Dr. Andrew Walker.  
She transitioned to barbering to offer more services to clients with hair loss.

plea agreement Monday. 
Willis denied a motion 
to withdraw from the 
plea following a lengthy 
hearing that preceded the 
sentencing hearing. All of 
his former lawyers were 
there, along with a forensic 
psychologist who testified 
that Martinez-Nolasco 

feigned memory problems 
when doctors tried to 
examine him at Western 
State Hospital.

During the sentencing 
hearing, Ilijevich asked 
Willis to sentence his 
client within the guide-
lines and said he had no 
prior history of violence. 
Martinez-Nolasco made 
a statement through an 
interpreter in which he 
expressed love for his vic-

tims and said he was sorry 
about what happened to 
them.

Willis called the in-
cident a “tragedy that 
should have never hap-
pened” and said Martinez-
Nolasco would have likely 
killed both women if not 
for the courageous inter-
vention of others.

Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com
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By MIKE STOBBE
Associated Press

N E W YOR K—Sharply 
rising cases of some sexu-
ally transmitted diseas-
es—including a 26% rise 
in new syphilis infections 
reported last year—are 
prompting U.S. health 
officials to call for new 
prevention and treatment 
efforts.

“It is imperative that 
we ... work to rebuild, in-
novate, and expand (STD) 
prevention in the U.S.,” 
said Dr. Leandro Mena of 
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion in a speech Monday 
at a medical conference 
on sexually transmitted 
diseases.

Infections rates for 
some STDs, including 
gonorrhea and syphi-
lis, have been rising for 
years. Last year the rate of 
syphilis cases reached its 
highest since 1991 and the 
total number of cases hit 
its highest since 1948. HIV 
cases are also on the rise, 
up 16% last year.

And an international 
outbreak of monkeypox, 
which is being spread 
mainly between men who 
have sex with other men, 
has further highlighted 

the nation’s worsening 
problem with diseases 
spread mostly through 
sex.

David Harvey, executive 
director of the National 
Coalition of STD Direc-
tors, called the situation 
“out of control.”

Officials are working 
on new approaches to the 
problem, such as home-
test kits for some STDs 
that will make it easier for 
people to learn they are 
infected and to take steps 
to prevent spreading it to 
others, Mena said.

Another expert said 
a core part of any effort 
must work to increase the 
use of condoms.

“It’s pretty simple. 
More sexually transmit-
ted infections occur when 
people are having more 
unprotected sex,” said 
Dr. Mike Saag, an infec-
tious disease expert at the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.

Syphilis is a bacterial 
disease that surfaces as 
genital sores but can ul-
timately lead to severe 
symptoms and death if left 
untreated.

New syphilis infections 
plummeted in the U.S. 
starting in the 1940s when 
antibiotics became widely 

available. They fell to their 
lowest ever by 1998, when 
fewer than 7,000 new 
cases were reported na-
tionwide. The CDC was so 
encouraged by the prog-
ress it launched a plan to 
eliminate syphilis in the 
U.S.

But by 2002 cases be-
gan rising again, largely 
among gay and bisexual 
men, and they kept going. 
In late 2013, CDC ended its 
elimination campaign in 
the face of limited fund-
ing and escalating cases, 
which that year surpassed 
17,000.

By  2020  c a s es  h ad 
reached nearly 41,700 and 
they spiked even further 
last year, to more than 
52,000.

The rate of cases has 
been rising, too, hitting 
about 16 per 100,000 peo-
ple last year. That’s the 
highest in three decades.

Rates are highest in 
men who have sex with 
men, and among Black 
and Hispanic Americans 
and Native Americans. 
While the rate for women 
is lower than it is for men, 
officials noted that it’s has 
been rising more dramati-
cally—up about 50% last 
year.

‘Out of control’ STD situation 
prompts call for changes



Carr, the Fredericksburg 
Sister City Association’s 
publicity chair and a Spot-
sylvania County resident, 
was talking about the fa-
miliarity she shares with 
the Grases, whom she met 
on her first visit to Fréjus, 
France in 1981. They’re 
so comfortable with each 
other that Carr jokes she 
treats them like family, not 
guests.

On the Grases’ f irst 
morning in the United 
States, Carr didn’t pull 
out the fancy dishes, but 
served breakfast on (gasp) 
paper plates because they 
were in a hurry.

“It’s rather amazing,” 
Hilary Gras said, “we 
haven’t seen each other for 
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By James Scott Baron
The Free Lance–Star

Voters can begin casting 
their ballots for the Nov. 
8 general election as early 
as this morning to choose 
the next Congressional 
representative for the 
Fredericksburg region.

Both Democrat Abigail 
Spanberger, the incum-
bent, and Republican Yesli 
Vega will be on this year’s 
ballot. The candidates are 
vying for Virginia’s new 
7th Congressional Dis-
trict, which now includes 
Fredericksburg and a large 
portion of Prince Wil-
liam County, all of Staf-
ford, Spotsylvania, King 
George, Caroline, Orange, 

Culpeper, Madison and 
Greene counties, and a 
small sliver of Albemarle 
County. Rep. Rob Witt-
man’s 1st Congressional 
District used to include 
the city and some of those 
counties, but has shifted 
east and still includes Co-
lonial Beach.

As a result of redistrict-
ing following the Cen-
sus, local jurisdictions 

were required to adjust or 
change their respective 
voting district boundar-
ies. In some cases, ad-
ditional voting precincts 
were needed.

Those changes could 
affect where some voters 
need to go to cast their 
ballots on Election Day. 
Local election officials 
encourage voters to check 

Early voting underway in Virginia

FILE / PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

An early voter casts his ballot at the Stafford 
County Government Center in October 2021.

CONGRESSIONAL SEAT 
IN NEW 7th DISTRICT  
UP FOR GRABS NOV. 8

By CATHY DYSON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Mandy Carr is on the opposite side of the Atlantic from Michel and Hilary Gras,  
but during more than four decades of visits to each other’s homes, they’ve learned to appreciate  

how much they’re alike—and respect the areas where they’re different.

42 years of French 
sister-city friendship 

TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Hilary and Michel Gras (middle) stand with Mandy Carr outside the visitors center in Fredericksburg on Thursday.

PROVIDED

In 1980, former Mayor Lawrence Davies signs the sister-city 
proclamation while former Fréjus Mayor François Leotard waits.

THE FAMILY THAT YOU FIND ACROSS THE ATLANTIC

seven years, but when we 
arrive …”

“… We pick up right 
where we left off,” Carr 
said.

“You lose the distance 
with time,” Hilary Gras 
added. “You say hi and it’s 
just like it was yesterday.”

While the three may 
treat each other like family, 
they’re still polite enough 
to say that the other hasn’t 
changed a bit over time. 
Normally, the French cou-
ple and American woman, 
all retired educators, would 
see each other every five 
years, but the pandemic 
postponed visits in 2020 
and 2021.

The exchanges resumed 

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Spotsylvania County School 
Board Chair Kirk Twigg signed 
a contract with prospective 
superintendent Mark Taylor on 
Sept. 16, the same 
day that Twigg and 
other board mem-
bers told the pub-
lic that contract 
negotiations with 
Taylor were con-
tinuing.

T h e  S c h o o l 
Board held a special meeting 
Sept. 16 and approved a motion 
to “submit the contract and ne-
gotiations forward as discussed 
in closed session.”

“This is all under further 
deliberation,” Twigg told the 
public as the special meeting 
adjourned.

When Taylor begins his ap-
pointment as superintendent 
Nov. 1, he will be the second-

By CHARLOTTE RENE WOODS
Richmond Times–Dispatch

Attorney General Jason Mi-
yares said this week that he will 
work with legislators to revive 
a bill that could allow his office 
to prosecute al-
leged sexual crimes 
against minors.

Under state law, 
most violent of-
fenses aren’t the 
purview of the at-
torney general’s 
office and are han-
dled by commonwealth’s at-
torneys—local prosecutors. It’s 
the role of the attorney general’s 
office to advise the state gov-
ernment as well as handle ap-
peals and prosecutions of other 
criminal offenses.

The idea of the attorney gen-

Miyares wants 
state AG  
to prosecute 
local crimes

Miyares

SEE SISTER CITY, A16

SEE Miyares, A3

SEE Voting, A16

New Spotsy 
school chief 
agrees to 
contract

M. Taylor

AT $245,000, MARK TAYLOR 
BECOMES ONE OF REGION’S 
HIGHEST- PAID OFFICIALS

SEE Superintendent, A16
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Your Classic Comics,
Puzzles & Games
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COMICS

LIO

MARK TATULLI

BALDO
CANTU & CASTELLANOS

DOONESBURY
GARRY TRUDEAU

THE BORN LOSER
ART & CHIP SANSOM

FOXTROT
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CRABGRASS
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SCOTT HILBURN
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GREG EVANS

SUNDAY COMICS 1
GARFIELD

JIM DAVIS

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE
LYNN JOHNSTON

PEANUTS
CHARLES SCHULZ

BABY BLUES
RICK KIRKMAN & JERRY SCOTT

SUNDAY

FOXTROT
BILL AMEND

MARMADUKE
BRAD & PAUL ANDERSON

LUANN
GREG EVANS

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE
LYNN JOHNSTON

Make sure to check out the additional comics in
our e-edition. Scan the QR code above or visit

fredericksburg.com/go-comics now!

You can now enjoy additional comics in our
e-edition, and get all of the comics, puzzles

and games you could ask for at
fredericksburg.com/go-comics
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this year, with French stu-
dents visiting in July and 
about 20 adults in Fred-
ericksburg this month for 
eight days, until Wednes-
day. It’s the first time 
the group has visited in 
early fall since the formal 
partnership was signed in 
1980, making the Freder-
icksburg–Fréjus program 
the oldest of the city’s five 
sister-city relationships.

O r g a n i z e r s  h a v e 
planned various activities 
for the guests and host 
families, ranging from an 
opening night—“et une 
soirée en forêt,” or eve-
ning in the forest, hosted 
by Phyllis Whitley at her 
Spotsylvania home—to 
trolley rides through the 
city. Some in the group 
will visit Washington mu-
seums while others want 
to see Jamestown and 
Williamsburg.

Carr and fellow host 
C at hy  He r nd on  w i l l 
provide some uniquely 
“American experiences” 
such as a visit to the Vir-
ginia State Fair, which 
runs through Oct. 2 at The 
Meadow Event Park in 
Caroline County and tast-
ings at local wineries.

Bourbon is expensive in 
France, so Carr also plans 
to take her guests to the 
A. Smith Bowman Distill-
ery in Spotsylvania. She 
also has other bourbon 
samples for the Grases to 
taste as Michel Gras has 
mentioned that, while he 
enjoys the official pro-
gram of events, “it would 
be fine to stay home and 
have a bourbon and coke.”

The three met in 1981 on 
Carr’s first of seven visits 
to France. The Grases had 
their second daughter a 
month earlier so Hilary 
Gras, who’s from Liver-
pool, England, was some-
what preoccupied, but 
Carr was able to meet the 
couple’s children.

On her most recent trip 
to France, she met those 
children’s children.

The three have shared 

highlights of each other’s 
lives over the decades. The 
Grases always asked about 
Carr’s “Mum,” who regu-
larly took the French cou-
ple to lunch during their 
visits. Carr shared news of 
her death 18 months ago, 
just as Michel Gras told 
her the same news about 
his parents, who lived in a 
small village in the region 
of LeVar.

The three exchange 
Christmas cards and other 
holiday greetings and the 
Fréjus families “always 
remember us on 9/11,” 
Carr said.

Philippe and Maryse 
Rigoulot, a French couple 
who seem to hold the re-
cord for number of visits 
to Fredericksburg with 
nine, also created another 
celebration that’s enjoyed 
on each side of the pond.

As Thanksgiving is an 
American holiday, the 
Fredericksburg group 
treated their French visi-
tors to a holiday feast 
during one summer visit. 
Philippe Rigoulot has con-
tinued that tradition by 
connecting families virtu-
ally on the fourth Thurs-
day in November.

While Americans gath-
er around the turkey about 
2 p.m., the French—who 
are six hours ahead—do 

the same about 8 p.m. and 
toast each other’s health.

“We enjoy dinner to-
gether on the screen,” 
Hilary Gras said. “It is 
amazing.”

Carr believes sharing 
those kinds of unique 
experiences has been the 
reason enthusiasm for the 
French–American sister-
city bond hasn’t waned 
over time. However, the 
Grases worry what may 
happen in the future, as 
it seems younger people 
in both countries aren’t 
as willing to get involved 
with the organization.

While the trio looks 
for ways to get the next 
generation involved, they 
continue to nurture their 
long-lasting friendships. 
Michel Gras, a linguist 
who speaks English with 
such a perfect British ac-
cent that his didn’t know 
he was French the first 
time they met, said it’s 
great being on the same 
wavelength with people 
more than 4,200 miles 
away.

“It’s like brothers and 
sisters,” he said, “except 
you don’t chose brothers 
and sisters, whereas you 
chose your best friends.”
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com
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Visitors from Fredericksburg’s sister city, Fréjus, France, tour downtown in a 
trolley on Wednesday. It’s a partnership that has lasted 42 years.

CELEBRATING A FRIENDSHIP

Mayors from Fredericksburg 
and Fréjus are gathering 
at the Renwick Building 
downtown on Friday to sign 
a proclamation, reaffirming 
the sister-city relationship. In 
1980, former Mayor Law-
rence Davies of Fredericks-
burg and Mayor François 
Leotard of Fréjus penned 
the original agreement in 
Fredericksburg.
The year before, Leotard 
and his wife had visited 
Fredericksburg at the invita-
tion of Ralph Meima Jr., 
the U.S. consulate general 
at Marseilles. Leotard had 
mentioned that he wanted 
to establish a sister-city part-
nership with an American 
city of similar size and histor-
ic relevance, and Meima told 

him he had just the place.
Over the years, the partner-
ship has grown to include 
visits to each city by young 
people and adults, student 
exchanges and noteworthy 
experiences, including a 
1981 visit between visiting 
Fredericksburg students and 
Princess Grace of Monaco.
Artists from each country 
have shared their work 
across the ocean; the group 
commemorated the 50th 
anniversary of the liberation 
of southern France during 
World War II with special 
medals awarded to Freder-
icksburg-area veterans; and 
each has dedicated a garden 
or plaza, Masonic lodge or 
cultural center, in honor of 
the other.

before they head to their 
usual polling places.

Spotsylvania registrar 
Kellie Acors said every eli-
gible voter in Virginia will 
receive information on 
new polling locations for 
the Nov. 8 general election 
by mail.

“We just got notifica-
tion that ours are going 
out today or tomorrow,” 
Acors said Wednesday.

In Stafford, early in-
person voting begins Fri-
day at 8:30 a.m. in the ABC 
conference room located 
on the second f loor of 
the county’s government 
center at 1300 Courthouse 
Road. Polls are open until 
4:30 p.m. and an absentee 
ballot drop box will be 
available at the registrar’s 
office during normal busi-
ness hours.

Most registrars in the 

region are following simi-
lar hours until Election 
Day.

In Spotsylvania, early 
in-person voting begins at 
8:30 a.m. Friday at Spot-
sylvania’s Office of Elec-
tions at 4708 Southpoint 
Parkway. A secure ab-
sentee ballot drop box is 
available at the same loca-
tion.

Voting starts a half-
hour earlier Friday in 
King George, where the 
polling station at 10459 
Courthouse Road opens at 
8 a.m., along with a secure 
absentee ballot drop box at 
the same location. In addi-
tion to the congressional 

race in King George, a spe-
cial election for the James 
Madison District School 
Board representative will 
be on the ballot in the 
Courthouse and Passapa-
tanzy precincts. School 
Board appointee Cathy 
Cutright faces Catherine 
Hoover in that race.

In Fredericksburg, vot-
ers can cast their ballots 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Fri-
day at the Executive Plaza 
at 601 Caroline St., or 
voters can drop absentee 
ballots in a secure absen-
tee ballot box at the same 
location.

The last day for in-per-
son early voting statewide 
is Nov. 5. Additional voter 
information including 
polling station locations, 
hours of operation and 
more, is available at city or 
county registrar websites. 
Visit elections.virginia.
gov for more information.
James Scott Baron: 540/374-5438
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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Vega Spanberger

highest-paid school divi-
sion leader in the region.

Although Taylor has 
no background in public 
education, he qualifies for 
a superintendent’s license 
based on Option IV of the 
Virginia Code’s licensure 
regulations, which lays 
out the requirements for 
obtaining a superinten-
dent’s license without a 
background in education.

Candidates must have a 
master’s degree or equiva-
lent, three years of suc-
cessful senior leadership 
experience and a recom-
mendation from a Virginia 
School Board interested in 
hiring them.

Taylor  w i l l  receive 
an annual base salary 
of $245,000, which is 
$5,000 less than Stafford 
County Superintendent 
Thomas Taylor, who has 
a doctorate in education 
and a master’s degree in 
business administration 
and worked as a teacher, 
principal, chief academic 
officer, chief operating of-
ficer and deputy superin-
tendent in several Virginia 
school divisions prior to 
becoming superintendent 
in Stafford.

Spotsylvania Public 
Schools has about 24,000 
enrolled students, as com-
pared to Stafford’s more 
than 30,000, and about 
1,200 fewer employees 
than Stafford.

Taylor will make more 
than King George County 
schools Superintendent 
Robert Benson, who re-
tired in June after 10 years 
as division leader; and 
more than Caroline Su-
perintendent Sarah Cal-
veric and Fredericksburg 
Superintendent Marci 
Catlett, who both have de-
cades of teaching and ad-

ministrative experience.
Benson’s salary, ac-

cording to his most recent 
contract, effective July 
1, 2020, was $195,722. 
Calveric’s is $186,963, as 
of Aug. 17 and Catlett’s is 
$199,500 as of July 1, 2021.

T a y l o r  w i l l  m a k e 
$30,000 more per year 
than his predecessor, 
Scott Baker, who was 
making $215,000 when he 
was fired without cause in 
January.

Baker’s contract was 
renewed most recent-
ly in June 2020. Twigg 
and board member Rabih 
Abuismail voted against 
renewing the contract, 
which increased Baker’s 
pay from $205,000 to 
$215,000 annually.

Taylor will also make 
more than Spotsylvania 
County Administrator Ed 
Petrovitch, who makes 
$210,000 annually, ac-
cording to his most recent 
contract.

Taylor’s contract is the 
only one of all regional su-
perintendent’s contracts 
that guarantees him full 
salary and benefits for 
more than 12 months if he 
is fired without cause.

He wi l l  receive “an 
amount equal to all salary, 
compensation and ben-
efits” through June 2026, 
according to the contract.

All other area super-
intendents—those em-
ployed by the school 
boards in Fredericksburg, 
Stafford, Caroline County 
and King George Coun-
ty—would receive pay for 
12 months or until the ex-
piration of their four-year 
contracts, whichever time 
period is shorter, if they 
are terminated without 
cause.

Baker’s contract speci-
fied that he will receive 
salary, compensation and 
benefits for one year after 

his termination in Janu-
ary.

Taylor’s contract also 
differs from other local 
superintendent contracts 
in that the amount of de-
ferred compensation he is 
to receive is not specified.

“The Board will make 
an annual contribution to 
a deferred compensation 
plan on behalf of the Su-
perintendent, if any, des-
ignated from time to time 
by the Superintendent,” 
the contract states.

Deferred compensa-
tion is an arrangement 
in which a portion of an 
employee’s income is paid 
out at a later date, after the 
income was earned. Taxes 
on the income are also de-
ferred until the employee 
receives the income.

The contracts for the 
other four superinten-
dents either specify an 
annual dollar amount or 
percentage of base sal-
ary—between $20,000 
and $25,000 or 9.5% to 
10%, in the case of local 
contracts—to go toward 
the superintendent’s de-
ferred compensation plan.

Taylor’s contract also 
notes that “The Superin-
tendent shall be entitled 
to hear and respond to any 
Board discussion of mat-
ters pertaining to the Su-
perintendent personally.”

No other local super-
intendent’s contract con-
tains that language.

Taylor will be paid up 
to $5,000 to cover mov-
ing expenses from Greene 
County to Spotsylvania 
County, some 60 miles 
away.

School Board members 
were informed Monday 
that Taylor’s contract had 
been signed and executed.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele
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