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�e Brown v. Board of Education Scholarship 
Program was established by the Virginia General 
Assembly in 2004 to provide educational 
opportunities for persons who were denied an 
education in Virginia between 1954 and 1964 due 
to the closing of the public schools during Massive 
Resistance. �e program is now open to eligible 
applicants for the 2022–2023 school year. For 
applications and information on eligibility, visit:

BROWNSCHOLARSHIP.VIRGINIA.GOV

or contact Lily Jones, Division of
Legislative Services, at (804) 698-1888.

Accepting Applications
Through March 25, 2022

NEW ADDRESS!!! 1413 N. Main Street • Suffolk, VA 23434

757.934.2113 • www.hackworth.co757.934.2113757.934.2113 • www.hackworth.co

BUSINESS CARDS • ENVELOPES
LETTERHEAD • FLYERS • BROCHURES

PADS • NCR • POSTCARDS
WALK-IN COPY &  FAX

 FORMS & STATIONERY 

Tuesdays and Thursdays
6:30 PM to 7:30 PM

Cost: $20 for 6 weeks
(12 classes)

For more information please call
Melissa Crook, Fitness Specialist at (757) 514-4504 or

email at mcrook@suffolkva.us

East Suffolk
Recreation Center

138 S 6th Street

Tuesdays and 
Thursdays

6:30 PM to 7:30 PM
East Suffolk

Recreation Center
138 S 6th Street

Cost: $20 for 6 weeks
(12 classes)

For more information please call
Melissa Crook, Fitness Specialist at (757) 514-4504 or

email at mcrook@suffolkva.us

Join Us!

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The Virginia Port 
Authority will receive 
a $20 million grant 
from the Department 
of Transportation to 
make improvements 
to Portsmouth Marine 
Terminal to turn it into 
a staging area to support 
the building of 180 wind 
turbines 27 to 42 miles off 
the Virginia Beach coast. 

Sens. Mark Warner 
and Tim Kaine made the 
announcement Jan. 13 
and said in a joint state-
ment that “this funding 
is a recognition of the 
Commonwealth’s lead-
ership in this space and 
will go a long way toward 
establishing Virginia as 
a hub for offshore wind 
development along the 
East Coast.”

The money came 
from the Department 
of Transportation’s 
Port Infrastructure 
Development Program, a 
competitive discretionary 
grant program run by the 
Maritime Administration. 
Warner, Kaine and Rep. 
Bobby Scott co-signed 
a letter to Secretary of 
Transportation Pete 
Buttigieg in support of 
the port’s grant applica-
tion. 

Last October, Siemens 
Gamesa announced that it 
would develop more than 
80 acres of the Port of 
Virginia’s 287-acre ter-
minal to manufacture the 
blades to go on the tur-
bines, bringing 310 jobs 
and positioning itself, the 
port and the surround-
ing Hampton Roads area 
for future growth as a 
hotbed of maritime and 
renewable energy activi-
ty. Dominion Energy had 
previously announced 
that it is leasing 72 acres 
at the terminal for 10 
years to stage and pre-as-
semble the foundations 
and turbines.

Two Siemens Gamesa 
six-megawatt, 620-foot 
wind turbines off the 
Virginia Beach coast 
began generating power in 
late summer 2020 and can 
power up to 3,000 homes. 
The Coastal Virginia proj-
ect will be able to power 
660,000 homes when it 
goes online. 

Virginia and Danish 
offshore wind developer 
Ørsted reached an agree-
ment in 2020 to have the 
company lease 1.7 acres 
at the terminal for off-
shore wind equipment and 
staging materials through 
at least 2026, with options 
to expand to an additional 
40 acres. 

By late 2026 when the 
180 turbines are expect-
ed to go online, officials 
have said there would 
be about 1,100 direct 

and indirect jobs across 
Hampton Roads and near-
ly $210 million in eco-
nomic activity.

In a related develop-
ment, Gov. Ralph Northam 
has signed an agreement 
with Denmark’s Ministry 
of Climate Energy and 
Utilities to work coop-
eratively to advance the 
offshore wind industry. 

Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade Brian Ball 
and Danish Minister 
of Climate Energy and 
Utilities Dan Jørgensen 
virtually signed a memo-
randum of understanding 
Jan. 14.

The agreement calls for 
Virginia and Denmark 
to work as partners and 
share best practices, along 
with challenges and suc-
cess stories in the off-
shore wind sector. 

Northam said the state 
is well-positioned to 
grow in offshore wind 
and noted the state can 
learn from Denmark’s 
experience with having 
the highest proportion of 
wind power in the world. 

“We have purpose-
ly worked to position 
Virginia as a leader in 
offshore wind,” Northam 
said in a statement. 

The Danish minister 
said the state’s ambition 
and his country’s expe-
rience with more than 
6,000 wind turbines there 
combine for a “perfect 
partnership.” 

“Virginia has made 
an ambitious decision 
to build a 2.6-gigawatt 
offshore wind farm by 
2026,” Jørgensen said. “I 
hope that our long regu-
latory experiences within 
offshore wind can contrib-
ute to a successful under-
taking in Virginia. At the 
same time, Denmark can 
be inspired by new and 
innovative approaches. 
Together, we stand stron-
ger in the green transi-
tion.”

Virginia and Denmark 
will also work on other 
issues such as renewable 
energy’s strategic role, 
climate change and ener-
gy security. 

Two Danish compa-
nies, Ørsted and Rose 
Holm Inc., have sites in 
Virginia. In 2020, Rose 
Holm built a manufactur-
ing facility in Richmond, 
the company’s first out-
side Denmark, to produce 
industrial fasteners with a 
focus on offshore wind. 

The state will be con-
nected to two major off-
shore wind farms now 
in development. Besides 
the one off the Virginia 
Beach coast, anoth-
er off the northeastern 
North Carolina coast 
that will run its power 
cables to a substation in 
the Sandbridge area of 
Virginia Beach. 

The Coastal Virginia 
Offshore Wind 
Commercial Project will 
generate 2.6 gigawatts 
of power when complet-
ed and the coastal North 
Carolina wind farm 2.5 
gigawatts. 

The Port of Virginia 
posted its most productive 
year on record, process-
ing more than 3.5 million 
twenty-foot equivalent 
units in 2021, according 
to a news release.

In a statement, port CEO 
and Executive Director 
Stephen Edwards said the 
port was able to over-
come challenges in world 
trade. 

“We kept our focus and 
delivered a best-in-class 
performance with solid 
efficiency, customer ser-
vice and a record amount 
of cargo,” Edwards said. 
“It was (a) truly collabo-
rative effort between our 
entire team and all of our 

partners.”
The port processed 

more than 325,000 TEUs 
in December, the most 
productive month in 
port history, eclipsing its 
mark of 318,000 TEUss 
processed in October. 
December 2021 volumes 
were ahead of December 
2020 by 25%, or more 
than 65,000 TEUs. 

Edwards said the port’s 
success isn’t just in cargo 
volumes, but in long-term 
efforts toward infrastruc-
ture improvements such 
as dredging, the Norfolk 
International Terminals 
Central Rail Yard, equip-
ment and offshore wind. 

He said in about two 
years, the port will be 
able to process more than 
1 million rail lifts yearly 
and dredging progress has 
the port on track to be the 
deepest on the East Coast 
by late 2024. 

Port Authority to receive $20 
million for offshore wind

Port of Virginia 
Cargo snapshot for calendar year 2021 vs. cal-

endar year 2020

Total TEUs – 3,522,834 up 25.2%
Loaded Export TEUs – 1,049,588 up 11.6%
Loaded Import TEUs – 1,679,528 up 27.5%
Total Containers – 1,959,750 up 25.9%
Total Breakbulk Tonnage – 147,686 up 84.4%
Virginia Inland Port Containers – 31,282 up 

9.8%
Total Rail Containers – 642,755 up 27.9%
Total Truck Containers – 1,239,324 up 24.9%
Total Barge Containers – 77,651 up 27.7%
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To view a live stream

of Sunday Service
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Regular Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 AM
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We encourage readers to submit news and 
opinion for publication. 
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FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Suffolk police are looking 
for a Franklin man suspected 
of shooting another man early 
Friday morning in the parking 
lot of the QVC Distribution 
Center off U.S. 460. The vic-
tim’s injuries were not believed 
to be life-threatening.

The suspect, 
Alvin Edward 
Sears Jr., was 
last seen driving 
a black Dodge 
Durango with 
Virginia license 
plate UEV-7984. 
On Friday after-
noon, police said they had 
located the vehicle but not 

Sears. He has outstanding war-
rants for aggravated malicious 
wounding, possession of fire-
arm by convicted felon, use of 
firearm in commission of felo-
ny, shooting at occupied vehi-
cle, violating protective order 
possession of firearm while 
subject to protective order and 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Public Schools has 
increased security measures in 
the wake of the shooting deaths 
Tuesday of 19 children and two 
adults at Robb Elementary in 
the south Texas city of Uvalde. 

Superintendent Dr. John 
B. Gordon III said in a let-
ter to parents Wednesday that 
all in the school division were 
shocked and saddened by what 
happened there and “share in 
the heartbreak we are feeling 
for the families who have lost 
a loved one and extend our 
sympathy to the students, par-
ents, staff and entire Uvalde 
Consolidated Independent 
School District community.”

He said as added precautions, 
school resource officers “will 
be more visible and vigilant” in 
school buildings as safety mon-
itors continue to regulate check-
in and check-out procedures to 

make sure all building access 
points are secure. 

The division has also been in 
touch with the Suffolk Police 
Department to increase the 
police presence near schools. 
Suffolk Police has said it holds 
one to two active-shooter drills 
each year to review procedures 
and protocols. 

Gordon also said school coun-
selors will be available at each 
school to help students needing 
extra support. The division has 
also added a separate page on 
crisis-response resources on its 
website at spsk12.net/families/
crisis_response_resources. 

“Keeping our students and 
staff safe is our top priority,” 
Gordon said. “Our strong part-
nership with the Suffolk Police 
Department and Suffolk Fire & 
Rescue allows school admin-
istrators and community lead-
ers to work together quickly 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

A Smithfield woman has 
been charged in connection 
with a fire at a Suffolk home 
Monday morning.

Timika Andell Giles, 46, 
was arrested and charged with 
threat to burn and arson relat-
ed to the fire in the 100 block 
of Woodrow Avenue.  

She was being 
held Tuesday 
night at Western 
T i d e w a t e r 
Regional Jail.

The home 
sustained heavy 
fire, smoke and 
heat damage 
in the fire. Suffolk Fire & 
Rescue responded to the 100 
block of Woodrow Avenue, 

located off County Street 
south of downtown, at 6:10 
a.m. Monday and found heavy 
smoke and fire coming from 
the rear of the home. A single 
occupant had evacuated prior 
to firefighters’ arrival and was 
unhurt.

A city incident report list-
ed the victim as Terrance 
Dempsey Butler, 41.

Smithfield woman charged 
in Woodrow Avenue fire

Giles

Sears

Suspect sought after ‘domestic’ 
shooting in QVC parking lot

School security 
increased in wake 
of Texas shooting

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Acesur officials spent sev-
eral years looking for their 
ideal location for its first North 
American olive oil production 
location. 

So, after finding that loca-
tion at 1010 Obici Industrial 
Blvd. in the Suffolk Industrial 

Park, what was another two 
years for the company, head-
quartered in Seville, Spain, to 
hold a formal ribbon-cutting 
for the 88,000-square-foot 
facility?

“We knew we found the 
right place for a business like 
ours,” said Gonzalo Guillén, 
Acesur’s chief executive offi-
cer. “There are a few ports in 

Virginia. This site affords us 
easy access to both the north-
eastern and the southeastern 
corridors. We are very excited 
to be a part of the economic 
engine in Suffolk. I look for-
ward to growing the business 
and growing the local econ-
omy.”

Officials were proud 
to showcase their $11 mil-

lion investment at long last 
Wednesday, walking those in 
attendance, after they donned 
lab coats and nettings to 
cover their hair and beards, 
through the sprawling plant. 
The company, which operates 
in the U.S. under its subsidi-
ary Acesur USA LLC, spent 

Acesur celebrates Suffolk plant

See ACESUR, 5 See VERDICT, 11

See WATER, 7

See SECURITY, 7 See SUSPECT, 7

Residential water rates, per 1,000 gallons
Suffolk: $13.94 (adopted fiscal 2023 rate)
Isle of Wight:     $11.76 (adopted fiscal 2023 rate)
Chesapeake: $10.58 
Norfolk: $7.58 (proposed fiscal 2023 rate)
Portsmouth: $6.37 (adopted fiscal 2023 rate)
Virginia Beach: $4.90 (adopted fiscal 2023 rate)
Franklin: $5.35 ($12.62 flat fee plus $2.83 per 1,000 gallons)
Southampton: $7.25 (for first 4,000 gallons use, $7 every 1,000 gallons 

after, proposed FY ‘23 rate)
* Note: Rates do not include service fees or HRSD charges. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Even after factoring in dif-

ferent billing methods and 
calculations, Suffolk has the 
highest water rates among 
localities in Western Tidewater 

and South Hampton Roads, a 
News-Herald analysis found. 

Costly water
Suffolk has region’s highest rates

Teen found
not guilty
of murder

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Acesur USA chief operating officer Joe Fairchild, showcases the company’s $11 million investment in its Suffolk olive oil production plant Wednesday.

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

A Suffolk jury found a city 
teen not guilty Friday of sec-
ond-degree murder and other 
felony charges in the December 
2020 death of a Virginia Beach 
teen at the Wawa on Godwin 
Boulevard.

The verdict followed a four-
day trial in Suffolk Circuit 
Court.

Marques Jauron Boneparte, 
who was 17 at the time of the 
incident, was found guilty of 
three misdemeanor charges. He 
pleaded guilty to possession of a 
handgun under the age of 18 and 
possession of a handgun follow-
ing a voluntary detention order 
and was found guilty by the jury 
of distribution of less than one 
ounce of marijuana. 

Judge Robert H Sandwich Jr. 
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2455 Lake Cohoon Road, Suffolk, Virginia 23434
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CONLEY’S MINI
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PLUS BOAT/RV PARKING

3506 Robs Dr., Suffolk, VA 23434
(757) 934-3344 • Fax (757) 934-1990
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"Disclosure: Data courtesy of Real Estate Information Network, Inc. (REIN) and has been authorized by participating listing Broker Members of REIN for display. © 2022 REIN. REIN's listings data and information is protected under federal copyright laws. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Analysis by Countryside Real Estate Group brokered by Keller Williams Town Center 757-499-5911

165 KENNY LANE, SMITHFIELD
NEW LISTING: $349,900

223 MOONFIELD DRIVE, SMITHFIELD 
 NEW LISTING: $599,990

13452 PONDEROSA LANE, CARROLLTON 
PRICE REDUCED: $725,000

210 SUMMERHOUSE LANE, CARROLLTON
UNDER CONTRACT: $569,990

UNDER 

CONTRACTUNDER 

CONTRACT

But the question that 
comes to the minds of 
city residents is why. 

Gloria Spencer, a 
newer resident in the city, 
said the cost of water is 
extreme and noted the 
frequent complaints by 
residents on the Nextdoor 
social media website. In 
a letter to the Suffolk 
News-Herald, she said 
she paid $158 in March 
for her water, which is 
higher than any of the 
bimonthly bills she had 
in the 30 years she lived 
in Chesapeake, including 
summer months and with 
four people in her home. 
Currently, she lives with 
her husband and only 
does eight loads of laun-
dry in a month and rarely 
uses the dishwasher. 

“We need someone to 
help us (and) demand 
answers,” Spencer said. 

Suffolk charges res-
idents $10.31 per 100 
cubic feet, the equivalent 
of 748 gallons. That rate 
is set to increase July 1 
by 12 cents, or 1%, to 
$10.43. The rate, when 
calculated per 1,000 gal-
lons as it is in some south 
Hampton Roads locali-
ties, comes out to $13.94. 

Isle of Wight County, 
which will be charging 
$11.76 per 1,000 gallons 
used beginning in July, 
has the next highest cost 
for water. Conversely, 
Virginia Beach has the 
lowest rates, charging 
$4.90 per 1,000 gallons, 
and that rate will remain 
unchanged in the new fis-
cal year, which begins in 
July. The region’s aver-
age water rate is $8.40 
per 1,000 gallons. 

Several things fac-
tor into residents’ water 
rates, according to city 
Public Utilities Director 
Paul Retel. They include 
any projects in the city’s 
capital improvements 
program and plan, the 
city’s annual operat-
ing budget, debt service 
from bonds in financing 
water-related projects — 
40% of his department’s 
budget is tied up there 
in building up its water 
system. That’s something 
Ratel compares to having 
a mortgage on a house. 

“The 40% debt you’re 
paying on, you’re pay-
ing on putting pipes in 
the ground,” Retel said, 
(the) treatment plant to 
go ahead and expand 
the system out there. … 
You’ve got to build a 
system in order to serve 
the customers.”

The city, about two 
years ago, hooked up 
the last of 37 community 
well systems, or private-
ly owned ones, to the 
city’s water system. 

He said that is import-
ant because the city had 
to extend transmission 
lines, the larger diameter 
pipelines, to feed those 
areas and then hook them 
in. In some cases, the 
city had to make changes 

to the distribution system 
to connect them to the 
city’s system. 

“So in order to do that, 
you have to either cash 
finance it or sell bonds,” 
Retel said. “So that 40% 
of our operating budget, 
that’s bond debt. Some of 
that was to go ahead and 
do that and then expand 
the system because you 
have to maintain your 
system in a state that’s 
ready to serve the cus-
tomer.

“It can’t be that a cus-
tomer moves in, a large 
customer, and all of a 
sudden we’re caught 
short and we can’t pro-
vide them the water. 
So you look 10 to 15 
years down the 
road. You’ve got 
CIP (capital proj-
ects), you’ve got 
bond debt and then 
you’ve got the 
annual operating 
budget.”

Ratel said the 
city has also had 
to project capacity 
building out, not 
just for the year’s 
higher use days, 
but years and even 
decades out for 
when new peo-
ple or businesses 
come. He noted 
that as a member of the 
Western Tidewater Water 
Authority — made up of 
Isle of Wight County and 
Suffolk — the city has 
secured enough water 
to meet the demands of 
existing and future cus-
tomers for the next 26 
years. 

He also noted the city’s 
“relatively young” water 
system, which has been 
operational since June 
1982 when the city’s G. 
Robert House Jr. Water 
Treatment Plant in 
Chuckatuck opened, is 
one that has more than 
497 miles of water mains 
and is supplied by pota-
ble water from it and 
Portsmouth’s water treat-
ment plant also located 
in Suffolk. At the time 
the House plant opened, 
it cost $6.8 million. 

The city spent more 
than $9 million about 
10 years ago to upgrade 
its plant, and spent 
about $8.8 million on 
the plant’s most recent 
upgrades from 2019 and 
2020. 

The city gets 2.54 mil-
lion gallons of water per 
day from Portsmouth, 
per a 1997 agreement.

Portsmouth operates 
the Lake Kilby Water 
Treatment Plant, which 
uses a conventional sur-
face water plant. The 
Portsmouth water serves 
the majority of Suffolk’s 
downtown area, a por-
tion of the southern part 
of the city and part of 
the Nansemond Parkway 
near the Chesapeake bor-
der. 

Suffolk’s surface 
water comes from Lone 

Star Lakes, raw water 
from Norfolk’s Western 
Branch  — which is actu-
ally in Suffolk, owned by 
Norfolk, and is treated 
in Suffolk — and the 
Crumps Mill Pond reser-
voirs, along with several 
production wells. 

The other issue that 
factors into higher rates, 
he said, is Suffolk’s 
smaller customer base 
when compared to other 
cities in Hampton Roads. 
Currently, there are about 
27,000 metered custom-
ers. By comparison, 
Virginia Beach has more 
than 136,000 customers. 

Why does the number 
of customers matter?

“They’re able to spread 

those costs out on those 
customers more than we 
can with our customer 
base,” Retel said. “(And) 
our transmission mains 
don’t go geographically 
to all of Suffolk because 
some of it is fairly rural. 
You think about north-
ern Suffolk and you think 
about the downtown 
area, that’s a stretch.”

The city also treats 
groundwater and is in 
need of an upgrade that 
is a part of the CIP. 

Retel said that in the 
early 2000s, the rate of 
growth in the city was 
between 20% and 30%, 
“and so they were build-
ing capacity at that time, 
treatment and transmis-
sion capacity, in order to 
serve those customers.”

He noted the slow-
er development around 
2007 and 2008 when the 
economy took a nose-
dive, but it has been pick-
ing back up in the last 
few years with steady 
residential and commer-
cial growth. 

Developing the rates, 
reading the bill

The city works with an 
outside firm to develop 
a rate model that fac-
tors in such things as the 
CIP, operating debt and 
the city’s annual budget 
to determine where rates 
should be, Retel said. 

The bonds the city has 
sold affect the rates, and 
it is required to have a 
minimum of 90 days of 
operating and debt ser-
vice reserve on hand, he 
said. That also goes into 
the rate model, along 

with debt service cov-
erage, or the amount of 
revenues over reserves.

“If you ask the ques-
tion as far as Suffolk’s 
rates being high,” Retel 
said, “I would point to 
the young nature of the 
system, the extent of the 
system … geographically 
what we have to serve, 
and then when that sys-
tem was being built, the 
bonds that were sold, 
40% of our budget is 
paying down that debt.”

He said the city is 
paying for more by cash 
rather than bonds, which 
helps when it does a rate 
model because it doesn’t 
have to pay interest on 
it. That, in turn, has kept 

rates at least a lit-
tle lower. 

“A couple of 
times a year,” 
Retel said, “we 
look at the projects 
and we think, ‘OK, 
do we need to do 
this one now? Can 
we defer this one 
right now?’ Maybe 
we may not be 
able to defer this 
one because the 
condition of a cer-
tain asset.”

Almost 90% 
of the expenses 
for public utili-

ties are fixed costs, but 
about 70% of revenues 
are variable and based 
largely on people’s water 
consumption. 

“That’s a variable that 
goes up and down,” Retel 
said, “so we try to predict 
every year what our reve-
nues are going to be, and 
sometimes that can be a 
little tricky.”

The department models 
its charges by equivalent 
residential unit, or rough-
ly a household. What it’s 
looking for is how many 
ERUs the system will 
add with new construc-
tion and new connections 
to the city’s system. It is 
taking into account eco-
nomic forecasts and the 
past few years. A typi-
cal water bill, Retel said, 
sees a family use about 
500 cubic feet of water, 
or about 3,740 gallons. 
On a bill that com-
bines water, sewer and 
meter charges, it comes 
to about $100.65, Retel 
said. The upcoming rate 
increase will add about 
$1.10 to the bill. 

The city of Suffolk’s 
part of the bill includes 
a monthly meter service 
charge — Retel calls it 
a “readiness to serve” 
charge — along with 
the water consumption 
charge and a sewer col-
lection charge. The bill 
also includes Hampton 
Roads Sanitation District 
charges for wastewater 
treatment.

The rates generally do 
not increase after a bud-
get is approved, which 
typically happens in May 
for the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1. 

Water: Upgrades cited as reason for high cost
Continued from page 1

Average monthly water bill
Suffolk
Water: $51.55
Meter charge (five-eighths in.): $12.75 
Total: $64.30

Note: The average monthly water bill 
includes water and meter service 
charges, but does not include the 
sewer charge or the Hampton Roads 
Sanitation District wastewater fee. It is 
based on 500 cubic feet of water use, 
or 3,740 gallons of water used by a 
family per month.
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BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER 

Oakland Christian United 
Church of Christ is celebrating 
its 150th anniversary this year. 
To honor that anniversary, the 
church will host a celebration 
on May 22 at 10 a.m. at 5641 
Godwin Blvd. 

The church was founded in 
1872 by Dr. William B. Wellons 
with 30 charter members. 

Oakland is a branch of the 
national United Church of 
Christ, which was founded over 
400 years ago with the mission 
of “we welcome all, love all, 
and seek justice for all.”

The church has always val-
ued inclusivity, generosity and 
community involvement and 
invites everyone from all walks 
of life to come worship with 
them. 

Since its founding, the 
church has grown by members 
and also by size, most recent-

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

Disagreement over how 
aggressively to pursue a sale 
or merger led to the ouster 
of Farmers Bank Chairman 
Richard J. “Dick” Holland Jr. 

and touched off a monthslong 
power struggle that could cul-
minate at Thursday’s annual 
shareholders meeting.

The bank’s board and man-
agement publicly acknowl-
edged the controversy last 
week for the first time in a press 

release in which President and 
Chief Executive Officer Vernon 
M. Towler blamed the “ongo-
ing dispute” with Holland for 
increased operating expenses 
in the first quarter compared to 
a year ago, and called the con-
troversy “a distraction for our 

management team and employ-
ees.”

The feud has played out in 
a series of dueling letters to 
shareholders ahead of their 
annual meeting, where Holland 
has lobbied fellow shareholders 
to reject a slate of incumbent 

directors. The letters, obtained 
exclusively by The Smithfield 
Times, have become increasing-
ly pointed, with the board and 
management accusing Holland 
of spreading “propaganda” and 

Bank, ousted chair in power struggle

Oakland 
Church 

celebrates 
150 years

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Transit could have 
more new routes in a little 

more than a year, its transit 
manager told City Council 
during a recent briefing. 

Maria Ptakowski, who has 
been with Suffolk Transit since 

its inception about 10½ years 
ago, said it wants to alter its 
Orange Route, one of its most-

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Virginia still has among the 
highest percentage of hospi-
tals rated safest in the country, 

and Sentara Obici Hospital in 
Suffolk is one of them, accord-
ing to the latest rankings in a 
new watchdog report.

Virginia, which led the fall 
2021 rankings with 56.2% of 

its hospitals given an A grade, 
increased that percentage to 
59.2% in The Leapfrog Group’s 
spring 2022 Hospital Safety 
Grades released Tuesday. But 
it dropped to second overall, 

flip-flopping places with North 
Carolina, which had an increase 
in A grades from 55.1% last fall 
to 59.8% this spring. 

Bus route changes proposed

Obici gets ‘A’ for hospital safety

See FARMERS, 6

See CHURCH, 7See OBICI, 12

See BUS, 12See KINDNESS, 2

BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

After a sudden loss, a Suffolk 
family wants to create some-
thing positive for the commu-
nity.

James and Shannon Tompkins 
unexpectedly lost their 24-year-
old son, Tyler, on April 25. 
He was buried on May 4, and 
had requested that the song 
“Ripples” by the Grateful 
Dead be played at his funer-
al. Now his family has creat-
ed the 24Ripples of Kindness 
Challenge in his memory.

Tyler graduated from King’s 
Fork High School in 2015 
and was known for being a 
kind and selfless person. In 
high school, he was part of 
the International Baccalaureate 
Program and earned his Arrow 
of Light before reaching the 

rank of Eagle Scout in Boy 
Scouts Troop 1.

As an adult, he became 
Master Mason at age 21 at 
Suffolk Masonic Lodge 30. 
He also participated in numer-
ous soup kitchens, canned 
food drives, Suffolk Humane 
Society events and projects at 
Sentara Obici Hospital, Kids’ 
Zone and Goodwill. He volun-
teered as a counselor at Cub 
Scout day camp and church 
summer camp for his art teach-
er’s church, Hillcrest Baptist 
Church, at Camp Tukaway. He 
loved nature and spent his time 
hiking, kayaking, fishing and 
doing what he could to preserve 
the environment.

Tyler was known as someone 
who would truly give the shirt 
off his back, his mom said. 

Family creates 
ripples of kindness

FILE PHOTO 

Sentara Obici Hospital has been rated among the safest hospitals in Virginia, according to the latest rankings in The Leapfrog Group’s spring 2022 Hospital Safety 
Grades released Tuesday. 

FILE PHOTO 

Suffolk Transit could have more new routes by July 2023, according to its manager, Maria Ptakowski.



PAGE 12 | WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2022 WWW.SUFFOLKNEWSHERALD.COM

 

North Suffolk Library

A selection of Public Works vehicles for 
children to see, touch and explore.

  
Information for adults on a wide range of 

public works services.  

Free Event

VIRTUAL 
SHOOTING 

RANGE

• Training Simulations & Target Practice 
• Instructor Led Courses

• Real Life and Customizable Scenarios
• Basic to Advance Skill Levels

DITCH THE RANGE FEES & SAVE YOUR AMMO!

 - INCREASE YOUR SKILL SET TODAY - 

(757) 935-5038
CE TACTICAL | www.cross�eldtactical.com 

2815 L, Godwin Blvd. Suffolk, VA 23434

“A realistic, immersive range experience with haptic feedback and sound effects!”

www.vahealthy.org/meningitis

WWW.SUFFOLKNEWSHERALD.COM WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2022 | PAGE 3

Public Notices 
ments.

Bid Documents: To request 
a copy of the Request For 
Proposal please contact 
purchasing-rfp@gwrr.com

Suffolk News Herald: 
May 11 and 18, 2022
BIDS

PUBLIC NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing, as provided by 
Section 15.2-2204 of the Code 
of Virginia as amended, will be 
held by the Suffolk Planning 
Commission on Tuesday, May 
17, 2022 at 2:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the matter
may be heard in the City Coun-
cil Chambers, 442 West Wash-
ington Street, Suffolk, Virginia, 
for the purpose of considering 
the following items:

SUFFOLK PLANNING 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARINGS
MAY 17, 2022    

REZONING REQUEST,
RZN2021-002, (Conditional),
Bob White Lane: to rezone and

of the City of Suffolk to change
the zoning from RR, Rural Res-
idential zoning district, to RLM, 
Residential Low Medium Den-
sity zoning district, for property 
located at the end of Bob White 
Lane, Zoning Map 12, Parcels 
24 and 24G. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
REQUEST, CUP2021-016, 
White Marsh Plaza Event Ven-
ue: to grant a Conditional Use 
Permit to establish a Public As-
sembly not otherwise enumerat-
ed, on property located at 1226 
White Marsh Road, Zoning Map 
35, Parcels 168D. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
REQUEST, CUP2022-007, 
Rennee’s Restaurant and
Lounge: to grant a Conditional 
Use Permit to establish a night-
club, on property located at 156 
West Washington Street, Zon-
ing Map 34G18(A), Parcel 312. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
REQUEST, CUP2022-008, 
High Tide Restaurant: to grant
a Conditional Use Permit to
establish a nightclub, on prop-
erty located at 130 Commerce 
Street, Zoning Map 34G18(A), 
Parcel 246. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
REQUEST, CUP2022-010, 
3708 Knotts Creek Lane: to 
grant a Conditional Use Per-
mit to establish an accessory 
dwelling, detached, on property 
located at 3708 Knotts Creek 
Lane, Zoning Map 12, Parcel 
55M. 

EXCEPTION REQUEST,
CEX2022-004, 1261 River 
Road: to grant an Exception 
to the development criteria and 
buffer area requirements of the 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Area to permit the installation 
of a swimming pool to encroach 
into the 100-foot Resource Pro-
tection Area buffer, on property 
located at 1261 River Road, 
Zoning Map 26B, Parcel 28. 

ORDINANCE TEXT AMEND-
MENT, OTA2022-001, Street 
Improvement Standards for 
amendments to the Code of the 
City of Suffolk, Chapter 31, Uni-

Article 6, Design and Improve-
ment Standards, Section 31-
612, Street Improvement Stan-
dards. 

Copies of the aforementioned 
are available for inspection 
during regular municipal hours, 
in the Department of Planning, 
442 W. Washington Street, Suf-
folk, Virginia.  Any interested 
persons may appear in person 
or by representative to express 
their views on the above-stated 
request(s).  Any interested party 
whose participation in this meet-
ing would require reasonable 
accommodation of a handicap 
should contact Catina Myrick at 
(757) 514-4060 at least six days 
in advance.

KEVIN WYNE, AICP

PLANNING

Suffolk News-Herald:
May 4 and 11, 2022
PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE COMMISSIONER 

OF ACCOUNTS
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

CITY OF SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA
IN RE: Estate of William 

Donovan George, Jr.
Fiduciary No. 21-300

NOTICE

At the request of Jessica A.
Hayes, Counsel for James 
Hodo Boykin, Jr. and Edwin 
P. Graff, Co-Executors for the 
Estate of William Donovan 

-
ington Street, Suffolk, Virginia, 
as the place for receiving proof
of debts and demands against 
William Donovan George, Jr. or
the Estate.
Given under my hand as Com-
missioner of Accounts this 22nd 
day of April, 2022.

Whitney G. Saunders
Commissioner of Accounts
Circuit Court City of Suffolk, VA 

Whitney G. Saunders
(William Donovan George, Jr.,

Commissioner of Accounts

EST/GEORGE, W.

Looking for 
a home?

Look in our classi� eds section and 
learn of great deals for you 

and your family.

used residential routes and 
one that currently crosses 
railroad tracks nine times 
per trip for the 12 hours 
per day it is operational. 

The new Orange 
Route would continue 
to serve the Downtown 
Transfer Station, the West 
Jericho neighborhood, the 
Portsmouth Boulevard 
Food Lion and Magnolia 
Gardens, and on the west-
ern part of the route, it 
would serve Factory 
Street and Carolina Road. 
Ptakowski said the new 
route would go up and 
down East Washington 
Street four different times 
per day. 

However, it splits up 
some of the more resi-
dential parts of the current 
route to create a new Blue 
Route that would serve 
neighborhoods south of 
East Washington Street, 
also servicing Carolina 
Road and Culloden Street 
near the city’s Department 
of Social Services build-
ing. She said both routes 
will be more direct. 

“We’re covering the 
same area, but we’re 
now making it easier to 
get on the bus by going 
bi-directionally and we’re 
going to help with some 
of that overcrowding that 
happens on that Orange 
Route,” Ptakowski told 
council members, “and 
making it more reliable 
with time because we’re 
going to cut down all the 
train tracks that happen in 
that one particular route 
and it’ll break up always 
having to meet the other 
buses at the transfer sta-
tion.”

Saturday service would 
also be extended to the 
Red Route, which starts 

at the Downtown Transfer 
Station and goes down-
town to Finney Avenue 
and Pinner Street, on 
Portsmouth Boulevard 
to the Magnolia Park 
and Ride, and on North 
Main Street and Pruden 
Boulevard as far as the 
College and Career 
Academy at Pruden. 
Currently, other routes 
serve the Red Route areas 
on weekends. 

Last month, Suffolk 
Transit moved Obici 
Place and the Main Street 
and Holly Lawn Parkway 
bus stops from the Green 
Route to the Red Route, 
allowing the Green Route 
to stay on schedule. It says 
the Red Route stops will 
be safer. 

By July 2025, a new 
commuter bus route will 
provide service between 
Suffolk’s industrial park 
area and Portsmouth’s 
Victory Crossing, a hub for 
Hampton Roads Transit, 
which serves the wider 
Hampton Roads region. 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation SmartScale 
funding has been approved 
for the new bus route in 
fiscal year 2026. Two new 
buses will be used to pro-
vide this service and will 
be wheelchair-accessible.

“I think it’s a great thing 
to be able to do that,” 
said Vice Mayor Leroy 
Bennett, who also sug-
gested putting a crosswalk 
at the Suburban Drive 
stop. 

A proposed Suffolk-to-
Windsor bus route would 
provide service from 
the Downtown Transfer 
Station to the Windsor 
public library, with stops 
at Sentara Obici Hospital 
and the Shirley T. Holland 
Industrial Park in Isle of 
Wight County. The coun-
ty and city would joint-
ly apply for SmartScale 
money for it. 

“This will allow us to 
create … more of a con-
nection between some of 
these outlying areas that 
the city of Suffolk is very 
close to that a lot of peo-
ple are trying to go to and 
from,” Ptakowski said. 

Suffolk Transit is in the 
early stages of looking 
at what the transporta-
tion needs are in villages 
such as Chuckatuck and 
Holland. 

“We’re going to make 
sure that when we create 
an on-demand zone, which 
will be a scheduled ride 
that’ll take you from point 
A to point B,” Ptakowski 
said, “that we’re going 
to create it in the correct 
areas and make sure that 
we’re taking them to the 
correct destinations. We 
don’t want to create a sys-
tem and then it doesn’t 
actually help anybody.”

A public hearing would 
be needed before any 
changes could be made. 

Ptakowski said Suffolk 
Transit is also looking to 
make improvements at 
its bus stops to increase 
accessibility. 

It has plans to add a 
bench and trash can to 
its Suburban Drive and 
Portsmouth Road stop, 
and it has plans for similar 
improvements at its stops 
at Dill Road and Nancy 
Drive, Holland Road, 
Holly Lawn Parkway, 
Main Street Marketplace 
and Respass Beach and 
Burbage Circle.  

It also has begun look-
ing to add a concrete pad 
and bench at its stop at 
Nansemond River High 
School. 

“I want more shel-
ters in those areas,” said 
Councilman Donald 
Goldberg, “not just pads, 
but more shelters. People 
have to wait, and it’s rain-
ing and what have you, 
they need to be covered.”

Councilman LeOtis 
Williams asked how soon 
could a Sunday route be 
implemented following 
the current survey, which 
ends May 28. He sug-
gested that if the survey 
indicated a demand for 
Sunday service, the city 
could find the money to 
make it happen.

Ptakowski, in explain-
ing the steps needed for 
a Sunday route, said 
it could take a year or 
more and would be large-
ly dependent on funding 
and designing a route, but 
Suffolk Transit will take 
the survey results into 
account. 

“That would be what 
we’d call a major service 
change,” Ptakowski said, 
“because it would be an 
addition of an entirely new 
day, so we’d have to do a 
public hearing. It would 
take a little bit of time. 
We’d have to post that 
for at least 30 days. If 
we were to do something 
like that, I can’t promise 
it would happen as fast 
as I may want it to, just 
because of funding rea-
sons, but ideally, we like 
to make a lot of our chang-
es all at the same time, and 
so we could do it with that 
FY ‘24 set of changes. 

“If funding is available, 
it’s always possible we 
could do it before that, but 
it would take a little bit (of 
time) because we’d have 
to figure out the best way 
to design the route too to 
make sure we’re doing all 
the service that needs to 
happen on a Sunday. FY 
’24 would be the latest 
that I would try to attempt 
that.”

Bus: Connects outlying areas more
Continued from page 1

Obici once again 
received an A grade this 
spring and has failed to do 
so only once since spring 
2019. 

Statewide, more than 
80% of hospitals received 
either an A or B grade.

“I’m very proud of our 
team and the quality care 
we provide to our patients 
and our community,” said 
Obici president David 
Masterson in a statement. 
“This recognition high-
lights the commitment 
of our team members to 
keep patients safe and 
to improve health every 
day.”

The Leapfrog Group is 
a national organization of 
employers and other buy-
ers focused on safety in 
health care, and its safety 
grade list gives a letter 
grade to about 3,000 gen-
eral acute-care hospitals 
twice per year and uses up 

to 22 national patient safe-
ty measures from publicly 
available data, including 
the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services. 

The grades are based 
on five broad categories: 
infections, problems with 
surgery, safety problems, 
practices to prevent errors 
and doctors, nurses and 
hospital staff. In these 
areas, hospitals were 
scored based on factors 
within each area, and 
were broadly rated below 
average, average or above 
average. 

Obici received a perfect 
score for its doctors, nurs-
es and hospital staff, along 
with its practices to pre-
vent errors and problems 
with surgery, and it was 
rated highly for its focus 
on safety, though it was 
marked as below average 
in this area for the sub-
category of falls causing 

broken hips. It was rated 
lowest, though far from 
the worst, in infections. 

Nearby hospitals did not 
fare quite as well in the 
rankings, as Southampton 
Memorial Hospital in 
Franklin fell from a C in 
the fall to a D this spring 
— one of just three hos-
pitals statewide to receive 
that grade — while 
Chesapeake Regional 
Memorial Hospital and 
Sentara Norfolk General 
Hospital received B’s. 

All hospitals in the 
Hampton Roads and 
Western Tidewater 
regions, other than 
Southampton Memorial, 
received either an A or B 
grade.

The other states with 
the highest percentage 
of A hospitals are Utah, 
Colorado and Michigan. 
There were no A hospi-
tals in Wyoming, West 
Virginia, the District of 

Columbia and North 
Dakota. Nationwide, just 
33% of hospitals received 
an A. 

“The health care work-
force has faced unprece-
dented levels of pressure 
during the pandemic, 
and as a result, patients’ 
experience with their care 
appears to have suffered,” 
said Leah Binder, pres-
ident and CEO of The 
Leapfrog Group, in a 
statement. “We commend 
the workforce for their 
heroic efforts these past 
few years and now strong-
ly urge hospital leadership 
to recommit to improved 
care — from communica-
tion to responsiveness — 
and get back on track with 
patient safety outcomes.”

Due to the limited avail-
ability of public data, the 
rankings do not include 
safety gades for plac-
es such as critical access 
hospitals, long-term care 

and rehabilitation facili-
ties, mental health facil-
ities, federal hospitals, 
some specialty hospitals, 
free-standing pediatric 
hospitals, hospitals in U.S. 
territories and hospitals 
missing scores in more 
than six process/structur-
al measures or more than 
five outcome measures. 

Generally, the report 
notes COVID-19’s nega-
tive influence on patient 
safety in hospitals, as “key 
areas of patient experi-
ence that worsened were 
likely associated with the 
strain health care workers 
endured during the height 
of the pandemic.”

It noted the largest dif-
ference comparing an 
adult patient’s experience 
in hospitals pre-pandem-
ic and mid-pandemic is 
in the responsiveness of 
hospital staff, an area in 
which Obici received a 
perfect score. 

Obici: Perfect score for responsiveness of hospital staff
Continued from page 1
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