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News

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

I
n a semi-industrial area where New-
ington Road intersects with Cinder Bed 
Road in southern Fairfax County, there is 
a $14 million project on the books to ex-

tend the existing bike/pedestrian trail north 
to the Franconia-Springfield Metro station. 
It would mean construction in a heavily 
wooded area that would impact the dwin-
dling tree cover in the county, and a lesser 
known rare magnolia bog, that’s growing in 
this wooded corridor.

Long Branch creek goes through this area, 
which links to several creeks in this part 
of the county. Friends of Accotink Creek 

are against the 
bikeway. County 
district-wise, the 
path of the bike-
way starts in the 
Mount Vernon 

District and extends into Lee District, so in 
February, Lee District Supervisor Rodney 
Lusk (D) walked through the area with some 
of the Friends members to discuss the plan.

The bikeway plan was presented to the 
public May 10, 2021. In the presentation, 
one of the purposes of the project is connec-
tivity. FCDOT received a Federal Grant for 
a pedestrian/ bicycle connection from Fran-
conia/Springfield Metro/VRE station to Fort 
Belvoir. Accessing Fort Belvoir from the Cin-
der Bed-Newington Road intersection would 
still take some creative cycling. It’s far from 
a straight shot. 

Nonetheless the county is moving forward 
with the trail.

According to Lusk’s office this project was 

approved by the Board of Supervisors in 
2014 and approved for funding in 2015 so 
there’s no change in plans. 

“As is true with any project, we are thor-
oughly responding to public feedback re-
garding the design in order to minimize con-
cerns,” Lusk said. 

Philip Latasa was one of the Friends group 
that walked with Lusk, and he feels there is 
an alternative to cutting down trees and in-
stalling a lighting system here. 

“There are many existing options already 
in place on neighboring roads and trails that 
already provide routes to Metro,” Latasa 
said. “No sacrifice of natural habitat or citi-
zens’ environmental goals is required to en-
hance these routes. We simply do not have 
enough forests and streams to provide an 
alternate transportation system.” 

Latasa cited the county’s “Complete 
Streets,” program in the ActiveFairfax sec-
tion of the county’s transportation objec-
tives. The Cinder Bed Road Bikeway does 

Forest cover and a rare magnolia 
bog could be damaged by path to 
Franconia-Springfield Metro.

Group Opposes Cinder Bed Road Bikeway

In February, Lee District Supervisor Rodney Lusk (D) walked the Cinderbed Bikeway 
route with the Friends of Accotink Creek. Deforestation and the magnolia bog were topics on the walk.

not adhere to the plan, he said. 
He named a number of existing trails that 

are facing maintenance needs, and he would 
like to see the money and effort go towards 
that instead of building a new trail.

Lusk said they made some changes to the 
plan in response to some of the environmen-
tal concerns and it meets the requirements 
of the National Environmental Policy Act 
which is required for some funding. 

“We continue to work through concerns 
that environmental advocates have brought 
to us about the project during our walk-
through,” he said. Pavement, tree cutting 
and lighting are still part of the plan al-
though the county does typically plant addi-
tional greenery with a project like this.

To Latasa, there’s even a global implica-
tion with the bikeway plan. “If we cannot 
forego trees-to-asphalt conversions in in-
stances like these, we lose our moral stand-
ing to lecture Brazil and Indonesia about 
deforestation,” he said.

Photos contributed

See Alarm.com, Page 10

Alarm.com will expand its technol-
ogy research and development 
division at its Fairfax County 

headquarters, investing $2.6 million and 
creating 180 jobs.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin made the an-
nouncement at Alarm.com headquarters 
in the Tysons area of Fairfax County at an 
event attended by state and local political 
and business leaders. This was the first 
economic development announcement 

event for the governor, who took office Jan. 
15. 

Alarm.com delivers innovative and unified 
services for millions of homes and business-
es. The company’s platform integrates with 
a growing variety of IoT (Internet of Things) 
devices through its apps and interfaces.

“For more than 20 years, Alarm.com has 
been a leader in Virginia and continued to 

From left, Fairfax County Chairman Jeff McKay; Gov. Glenn Youngkin; Steve Trundle, 
president and CEO of Alarm.com; Caren Merrick, state secretary of commerce and 
trade; Victor Hoskins, president and CEO of the Fairfax County Economic Develop-
ment Authority; and Anne Ferguson, vice president of marketing at Alarm.com.

Alarm.com Expands 
Technology R&D



4  v  Burke  /  Fairfax  /  Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton /  Springfield  v  February 17-23, 2022 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

T
he Climate Projections 
Report was recently re-
leased by Fairfax Coun-
ty, and the look ahead 

to the extreme heat, heavy pre-
cipitation and inland flooding was 
part of a potentially bleak future. 
Rising sea levels would impact the 
parts of the county right along the 
Potomac River, and the Mount Ver-
non District might be the first to 
experience this.

According to the report, there 
could be a water level rise by 2050, 
and by 2085, the higher scenario 
suggests that most days of the 
summer will reach temperatures 
of or above 90 degrees.

On Page 30 of the report, there 
is a map with colors representing 
surface temperatures from 2013-
2021. 

In the Mount Vernon area, for 
example, the path of Richmond 
Highway is dark orange where the 
daytime summer average surface 
temperature is 126.95 degrees. 
They call that an urban heat island. 
“This suggests those areas current-
ly experiencing hotter tempera-
tures are at particular risk over the 
coming century,” the report says. 
On the other end of the spectrum, 
the lower surface temperatures are 
in blue. On the map, the areas in 
Mount Vernon that are blue are the 
Huntley Meadows Park and Fort 
Belvoir area that are somewhat 
forested.

A county program called “Re-
silient Fairfax,” is geared toward 
climate change, and bouncing 
back. That effort is spearheaded by 
Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mount 
Vernon) who is embracing Fairfax 
Green Initiatives. “I directed the 
county to create a resiliency plan 
to address all resiliency issues in 
the county, to include water levels 
rising on the Potomac River and 
the many streams and creeks in 
our area. This Climate Projections 
report is part of that process,” he 
said.

Residents near the water and 
throughout the district have al-
ready taken steps to safeguard 
their properties. “Some residents 
have begun installing natural 
shorelines and bulkheads to pre-
serve their properties, but more 
will need to be done and the Re-
silient Fairfax plan is anticipated 
to make specific recommendations 
for future actions. In addition, the 
county is now requiring any new 
construction in New Alexandria to 

be elevated,” Storck said.
Study Cites Particulars

One section of the county study 
called “Coastal Flooding,” and on 
their map, it is projected by 2050 
some parts of Mount Vernon could 
be impacted, such as the Little 
Hunting Creek area and Dogue 
Creek. Communities in that area 
that are part of the maps highlight-
ed areas include River Village and 
the Mount Vernon Yacht Club near 
Dogue Creek, and the communi-
ties along Stockton Parkway, Strat-
ford Lane and Wagon Wheel Road. 
Further north, the Dyke Marsh and 
Belle Haven Marina could be in 
trouble.

It’s a concern in other jurisdic-
tions in Fairfax County as well. The 
Fairfax County Office of Environ-
mental & Energy Coordination, is 
working to address both the cause 
and the effects of climate change 

by reducing contributions to global 
greenhouse gas emissions that col-
lectively feed into climate change. 
Emissions reductions are a global 
group project, but the county is 
working to do its part, OEEC said. 
These efforts are detailed in the 
Community-wide Energy and Cli-
mate Action Plan (CECAP) which 
includes recommendations such as 
transitioning to renewable energy 
and cleaner transportation.

In the report, they looked at 
four extreme events between 2010 
to 2019 that were destructive and 
had big county-wide financial im-
pacts:
v The North American Blizzard 

(2010) resulted in a $2 million loss
v Tropical Storm Lee (2011) 

cost the county $10 million in re-
pairs to bridges and roads
v Hurricane Sandy (2012) cost 

the county more than $1.5 million

v he July 2019 rainfall/flooding 
event led to costs of $14.8 million, 
of which $2 million were damag-
es to Fairfax County Government 
property

Developing and implementing 
a plan allows the county to avoid 
economic, social, and environmen-
tal risks associated with climate 
change, the county said.

 
Fighting Climate 
Change at Home

According to the EPA, there are 
steps that residents can take to 
fight climate change, but some 
seem to have a dollar figure at-
tached which are additional ex-
penses to the daily budget. The 
EPA’s recommendations include 
Energy Star appliances, sealing 
windows, upgrading heating and 
cooling systems, including simple 
measures like smart thermostats, 

Climate Change Study Warns of Coastal Flooding in 2050
County program called “Resilient Fairfax,” would provide prevention steps.

the EPA said. For low-cost solu-
tions, the EPA recommends adjust-
ing thermostats and turning off 
lights when space is unoccupied, 
unplugging electronics when not 
in use, using Energy Star LED light 
bulbs, adjusting window shades 
to reduce heating and cooling 
requirements, and installing pro-
grammable thermostats.

Waste disposal is another area 
the EPA says will contribute to re-
ducing global warming. Reducing 
food waste by shopping smart, 
plus reusing or repurposing items 
may reduce an individual’s impact, 
the EPA said. 

In the transportation field, the 
EPA says to use greener transpor-
tation such as biking, walking, car-
pooling, and public transportation. 

“Cutting your shower time by 
even a minute can help save gal-
lons of water,” the EPA said.

At a past environmental expo in Mount Vernon, there are 
alternatives to the plastic bag.

Supervisor Storck discusses an exhibit with local scouts at a past 
environmental expo in Mount Vernon.

Environmentalists target plastic water bottles.Recent rains have caused flooding problems.
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By Susan Laume
The Connection

I
f one has a need for scientific data, 
or just has a hankering to know 
what birds, butterflies, dragonflies, 
other wildlife and plants are found 

in the Occoquan Bay and Meadowood 
area of Mason Neck, and Lorton, one 
on-going survey can tell you — down 
to the species and month of emergence. 
Now in its 33rd year, the collected sur-
veys, conducted monthly by citizen sci-
entist volunteers, provide an overall pic-
ture of the area’s ecology. It’s believed to 
be the longest running nature survey of 
its kind in the United States.

What began as a bird survey in the 
Occoquan Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
in 1989, evolved to become a general 
survey of wildlife activity and plants 
over a wider area of Mason Neck and 
Lorton. Over the history of the effort, 
survey originator and project director 
Jim Waggener reports managing over 
8,800 survey hours, with volunteers contrib-
uting over 65,000 hours.  The volunteers 
with various levels of expertise come from 
local nature groups, such as the Audubon So-
ciety of Northern Virginia, the Northern Vir-
ginia Bird Club, Audubon Naturalist Society, 
Virginia Master Naturalists, other regional 
organizations, and unaffiliated people who 
have an interest in one or more of the sur-
veyed subjects. Their efforts have document-
ed over 2,200 species of wildlife and plants.

Waggener reports that, “Surveys have doc-
umented the first regional records of many 
rare species, e.g., American White Pelican, 
Mississippi Kite, Ash-throated Flycatcher, as 
well as wildlife listed by Virginia’s Division 
of Natural Heritage as very rare, like Frost-
ed Elfin (butterfly) and Fine-lined Emerald 
(dragonfly).  Survey data has been the basis 
for local/regional checklists and identifica-
tion guides. Data from surveys of the old Lor-
ton Prison contributed to decisions shaping 
that site’s reuse, and preservation of natural 
resources in the new Laurel Hill community.  

Surveys have led to greater public under-
standing of each site’s unique ecological val-
ue, and for Occoquan Bay and Meadowood, 
were an important element in successful 
public action to preserve these properties.”

It’s a low-key and friendly atmosphere as 
the team gathers for the start of a butter-
fly/dragonfly count on late summer mid-
week morning. Team members are similar-
ly dressed, ready for the field, with birding 
binoculars and camera lenses certain to coax 
out the finest identifying detail on a butterfly 
or dragonfly. The group members, some who 
attend regularly, are mostly those of an age 
who have earned the time to spend hours in 
the field observing wild things. At the start 
time, Waggener announces the plan for the 
event and logistics. Frequent participant Jo-
anne Hutton makes sure newcomers aren’t 
lost as the team moves as a group to the first 
couple of sites in the vicinity, before splitting 
off alone or in small groups to cover more ter-
ritory.  Hutton calls their attention to a reten-
tion pond, often frequented by dragonflies. 

Their inspection is rewarded with sighting of 
a large number of Needham’s skimmers (Li-
bellula needhami) and Eastern pond hawks 
(Erythema’s simplicicollis), types of dragon-
flies abundant in our area. Excitement grows 
when someone spots what might be an un-
commonly seen Unicorn Clubtail dragonfly 
(Arigomphus villosipes). Someone calls for 
Joel Goldman, who has seen the species be-
fore, to confirm the identification.  

Individual members often call on oth-
ers with a particular expertise or carrying 
a powerful camera to verify what’s seen. 
The team will regroup after three hours to 
share sightings and their count. On this day 
a trio of newcomers creates a stir announc-
ing a possible sighting of a Dusted Skipper 
butterfly (Atrytonopsis Hanna) which regu-
lars know is not on the list of past sightings, 
raising doubts about the sighting. Photos are 
passed, identification arguments are made 
and final judgment is delayed for further 
examination and comparison of specimen 
photos. In the end, the verdict is Northern 

Cloudywing Skipper (Thorybes pylades), not 
the Dusted, but all appreciated a good puz-
zle and the newcomer trio is pleased they’ve 
added a new species to the “expected” but-
terfly checklist. 

For the day, 22 species of butterflies and 
21 species of dragonflies are counted, along 
with 51 species of birds. It’s been another 
satisfying morning hunting down the small 
treasures that renowned entomologist Dr. 
Douglas Tallamy calls the “little things that 
run the world.”

Waggener, who has a minor in zoology but 
a major interest in the natural world says, 
“What we do, while potentially very useful 
to scientists, can be interesting, education-
al, satisfying, and just plain fun.” Waggener 
invites adults with an interest in volunteer-
ing for one of the monthly surveys to con-
tact him directly at jwagge3093@aol.com. 
Students under 18 years old may attend 
with an adult. Dates, and more information, 

along with survey results are available on the 
Audubon website at www.audubonva.org.  

And on a more serious note, Waggener 
adds, “The world needs our immediate at-
tention; citizen science can be a source of 
raw material for crafting solutions to its ills.”   

Surveying where the wild things are in Lorton and Mason Neck.

Citizen Scientists Monitor Ecosystem

Photo by Susan Laume/The Connection
Citizen scientists prepare to survey butterflies and dragonflies at Occoquan Regional Park 
on July 8; Jim Waggener, Jennie Meyer, Ken Larsen, David Rawlinson, Ed Eder, Rusty Mo-
ran, Karen Rogers, Michael Ready.

Massachusetts Division of  
Fisheries & Wildlife

Frosted Elfin butterflies are rarely seen 
due to loss of habitat

Photo by Susan Laume/The Connection
Survey founder and director Jim Wagge-
ner examines Chicory bloom which his 
survey notes usually blooms in late May 
in our areaPhoto by Judy Gallagher

Fine-lined emerald dragonfly listed as 
“very rare” by Virginia’s Division of Natu-
ral Heritage

Photo by Susan Laume/The Connection
Survey identifies an uncommon Uni-
corn Clubtail dragonfly at Point of View, 
Lorton.

Community

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

Since his house was close to the off-road 
bike trail at Fountainhead Park, moun-
tain bike enthusiast Mark Gottlieb rode 

the trail a bunch of times in recent years un-
til one day when he had a crash on the trail 
and broke his neck. He was paralyzed from 
the neck down and there was a question 
whether he’d ever walk again. But he credits 
extensive physical therapy, determination, 
and the help of an innovative piece of tech-
nology called the “L300,” to help him get up 
and around again.

The Bioventus L300 is a functional electri-
cal stimulation system capable of producing 
measurable mobility improvements for pa-
tients with foot drop and/or knee instability 
caused by an upper motor neuron disease or 
injury such as a bike accident. It is made by 
BionessRehab, and uses electrical impulses 
to send signals to certain muscles, they said.

It looks like a modified Ace bandage with 
a computer attached. “It zaps the muscles in 
my left leg,” said Gottlieb, and this enables 
the leg to raise just a bit when walking so 
that it clears the floor and he won’t trip. 
“This thing helps it go from barely clearing 
the ground to clearing the ground,” he said, 
and that little bit makes a difference.

Every night he hooks it up to the computer 
so it recharges, similar to a cellphone, and it 
has an app which was downloaded before-
hand. “I feel a jolt every time my leg moves,” 
he said. Gottlieb can now get around his 
house and even drive, which is a big change 
from when he first had the accident. It didn’t 
happen overnight though.

It took a little of everything to get him 
walking though and he also credits therapy 
from Advanced Physical Therapy in Tysons 
for his recovery and the determination of 

therapist Valerie Gibson who he still sees 
once a week. “That’s the most advanced 
therapy place around,” he said. They have 
an exoskeleton which goes around the whole 
body to help paralyzed individuals walk 
again.

The L300 is something he uses on a daily 
basis. “It is a really great alternative to an 
ankle and foot orthosis device, as it allows 
for individuals to have far more mobility 
and way less rigidity and pain,” said Sara 
von Remus of Next Step, a company in the 
medical field that works with ankle and foot 
orthosis devices. “Basically, it allows you to 
use and train your motor function instead 
of just controlling spasticity and preventing 
the ‘foot drop’ that is commonly associated 
with neurological injuries and diagnoses,” 
she said. Ankle and foot orthosis devices are 
so inexpensive and technically a “solution” 
for foot drop, she added. Gottlieb agreed. “It 
gives you a little edge to walk better, every 
little bit helps,” he said.

The L300 was so successful, Gottlieb has 
gotten back into the rhythm of his daily life 
and most hobbies except for biking. He got 

rid of the bicycle but still has his bike helmet 
that was cracked open in the accident. Got-
tlieb remembers that day back on the moun-
tain bike trail.

“I’ve had lots of scrapes and bruises on that 
trail through the years, but this time nothing 
moved and I couldn’t breath either,” he said, 
“I just laid there.” Someone came along and 
found him, and the rescue squad sent an 
ambulance and helicopter, but there was no 
place for the helicopter to land so they took 
him out on a stretcher.

He was taken to Inova Fairfax where he 
remained for 40 days and a few operations 
putting rods in various places where bones 
were broken. His right side started moving 
after about two weeks, but the left side was 
not as healthy, and it took longer. 

“I believe I’m getting there,” he said.
One of his big hobbies is photography, and 

in March he took a trip to Africa. He’s taken 
some exotic trips around the world and cap-
tured each with photos and video and put 
together a series of books he has in his living 
room. “In the fall, my son and I are going to 
the Amazon,” he said.

After a broken neck sustained in a  
mountain bike crash, Mark Gottlieb uses an 
electronic device and therapy to walk again.

Paralyzed Cyclist Gains Freedom 
for Near Normal Life

Photos by Mike Salmon/Gazette
Mark Gottlieb and the L300.

While in Kenya in 2019, Mark Gottlieb saw 
a family of lions among other animals.

A Fairfax man was sentenced Tuesday, 
July 12 to 52 months for conspiring to 
distribute between 15 and 45 kilograms 
of pills containing methamphetamine via 
the darknet.

According to court documents, from 
about May 2019 through December 2019, 
Tyler Pham, 39, conspired to distribute 
peach tablets advertised as Adderall, but 
in fact containing methamphetamine, 
nationwide through the U.S. mail. Pham 
used the moniker “addy4cheap” on dark-
net markets, the Empire Market and 
Cryptonia. Between August 2019 and 
December 2019, law enforcement agents 
conducted 20 controlled purchases from 
“addy4cheap” on both markets for a total 
of 767 peach tablets received, weighing 

approximately 268 grams total.
On Dec. 9, 2019, search warrants were 

executed at Pham and his co-conspirators’ 
residences, including the homes of Lien Kim 
Thi Phan, 37, Fairfax, and Hon Lam Luk, 35, 
Chantilly. In the home of Phan and Pham, 
agents found 95 peach tablets, and in Luk’s 
Chantilly residence, investigators found over 
6,000 peach tablets weighing approximately 
2.2 kilograms, all of which resembled those 
advertised on “addy4cheap” and those re-
ceived by law enforcement through con-
trolled purchases.

As of Dec. 10, 2019, “addy4cheap” had 
completed 3,665 sales on the Empire Market 
and received 2,568 reviews. Based on these 
reviews, “addy4cheap” had received approx-
imately $482,572.10 in sales for an approxi-

mate 44,872 pills sold. As of Nov. 7, 2019, 
“addy4cheap” had fulfilled 140 transac-
tions on Cryptonia. 

Pham’s six co-conspirators all previ-
ously entered guilty pleas in connection 
with the conspiracy and were sentenced 
to over 13 years in prison combined. 
Phan and Duong Nguyen, 29, of Spring-
field received a sentence of time served 
for their roles in the conspiracy. Son 
Nguyen, 36, of Annandale, was sen-
tenced to 34 months in prison for his 
role in the conspiracy. Dat Nguyen, 37 
of Alexandria, and Trieu Hoang, 39, 
of Springfield, were sentenced to 39 
months in prison for their roles in the 
conspiracy and Luk received 46 months 
imprisonment for his conduct.

Man Sentenced for Conspiracy to Distribute Meth on the Darknet prioritize vehicle speed and movement over 
safety, and routinely push back on redesign-
ing our streets – especially our very danger-
ous arterials to make them safer for people 
walking, biking, rolling, and using transit,” 
said Schwartz.

Sonya Breehey concluded, “SGA docu-
ments why design matters and we urge a 
transformation in how our state and local 
departments of transportation design our 
streets – using the design guidance from 
NACTO (National Association of City Trans-
portation Officials) instead of the car-dom-
inant AASHTO (American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Offi-
cials). Funding should be shifted from high-
way and arterial expansion to redesigning 
our arterials and streets to make them safer 
for all users.”

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/danger-
ous-by-design/

Today, Smart Growth America released 
“Dangerous by Design” documenting the 
dangers faced by pedestrians on America’s 
roads. “The Coalition for Smarter Growth 
urges every official in the DC region, Mary-
land, and Virginia, to read this report and 
to make safety for pedestrians and bicyclists 
on our streets a top priority,” said Stewart 
Schwartz, Executive Director. https://smart-
growthamerica.org/dangerous-by-design/

In the past week, two pedestrians were 
killed in Fairfax County, bringing the total 
number of pedestrians killed in 2022 to 12, 

Officers responded at 10:20 p.m. July 6 
for a pedestrian struck on Richmond High-
way near Huntington Avenue in the Mount 
Vernon area. Doris Anita McPhail, 56, of Al-
exandria, was struck by an SUV.  She died 
the next morning in the hospital.

Keith Thomas, 24, was killed in a crash that 
occurred at 1:28 a.m, Friday, July 8 on Rich-
mond Highway over the ramp from northbound 
I-95 to northbound Richmond Highway. 

According to the report, national statistics 
show:

Pedestrian fatalities are up 62% since 2009, 
totalling 64,073 deaths.

Pedestrian fatalities increased 4.7% in 2020 
over 2019 and preliminary data shows 7485 
deaths in 2021, a 40-year high.

Arterial highways – think Route 1, Route 
355, Route 50, Georgia Avenue, and Route 7 in 
the DC region – comprise 15% of all lane miles 
in the U.S. but 67% of pedestrian deaths.

During the pandemic, as traffic congestion 
went down, more drivers drove faster and 
death rates went up.

Places that were less friendly to walking 

before the pandemic had significantly high-
er increases in pedestrian fatalities during the 
pandemic compared to places that supported 
higher rates of walking pre-pandemic. 

People of color, particularly Native and Black 
Americans are more likely to die while walking.

Lower income people and older people are 
more likely to die while walking.

“Despite better relative rankings than many 
parts of the U.S. the DC region is still seeing too 
many deaths and serious injuries to pedestrians 
and cyclists, and like other parts of the coun-
try, our suburban arterial roads are particularly 
dangerous. That’s why Coalition for Smarter 
Growth has partnered with CASA in a campaign 
to make Route 7 in Baileys Crossroads safer, 
helping the Gum Springs community’s fight for 
a safer Route 1 in Fairfax, and working togeth-
er with the Northern Virginia Families for Safe 

Streets and Fairfax Alliance for Better Bicycling  
for safer streets across Northern Virginia,” said 
Sonya Breehey, CSG’s Northern Virginia Advo-
cacy Manager. 

“Similarly, we support Action Committee for 
Transit’s fight for safer streets in Montgomery 
County and are working for safer streets in 
Prince George’s, which have some of the high-
est rates of pedestrian injuries and deaths in the 
region,” said Jane Lyons, Coalition for Smarter 
Growth’s Maryland Advocacy Manager.

Areas in this region which have higher per-
centages of people of color and lower-income 
households, experience disproportionately more 
fatalities of pedestrians and crashes on arterials 
than the rest of the region, said Bill Pugh, Coa-
lition for Smarter Growth Senior Policy Fellow.

“Unfortunately, VDOT and MDOT, and many 
local departments of transportation are not tak-
ing the sort of swift and concerted action neces-
sary to make our streets safer. They continue to 

Smart Growth America Shows Roads Are Dangerous by Design


