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Wednesday, Feb. 23

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY SCHOOLS’ 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE - 6 p.m. via Zoom. The 
committee provides an opportunity 
for parents and school board 
appointees to have a voice in the way 
services are provided to students 
with disabilities. At this meeting, 
Patricia Magner, director of special 
education, will present the 2022-
23 Special Education Annual Plan. 
For information contact SEAC Chair 
Stephanie Brennell at steph8677@
msn.com or the Special Education 
Department at 757-365-1616.

Thursday, Feb. 24

SMITHFIELD AMERICAN LEGION  
BINGO - Sessions in Smith� eld are 
held every Thursday at 7 p.m. at 
the American Legion Post 49 818 
S. Church Street.  Plenty of seating 
and larger player groups mean 
larger payouts.  Doors open at 5 
p.m., card sales begin at 6 p.m.  
We will continue to comply with any 
Commonwealth Pandemic Safety 
Requirements. 

LUNCH & LEARN - 12:30 p.m. at the 
Isle of Wight County Museum, 103 
Main St., Smith� eld. The theme of the 
talk will be “Africans, The Enslaved 
and Free Blacks in Isle of Wight 
County.” Recorded African American 
history in English North America 
dates to August 1619, when the � rst 
Africans were involuntarily brought 
to the shores of Hampton Roads. 
In 1623, Isle of Wight County, then 
Warraskoyack Shire, documented 
its � rst four Africans at Bennett’s 
Welcome, the plantation belonging 
to Edward Bennett. Join a discussion 
of the colonial African experience 
in Isle of Wight County as well as a 
discussion of the history of African-
American education presented by 
The Schoolhouse Museum. www.
historicisleofwight.com. 757-356-
1223.

Friday, Feb. 25

CAMPBELL CHAPEL AME CHURCH 
- The drive-through food pantry will 
be open from noon-4 p.m. at 20279 
Brewers Neck Blvd., Carrollton.

Saturday, Feb. 26

VFW BREAKFAST - Post 8545 will 
have its community breakfast from 
7-10 a.m.  The menu consists of 
scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, 
sausage gravy and biscuits, fried 
cornbread, hash browns, chilled fruit 
and coffee and juice. The price is $9 
per adult, $5 for kids under 12, and 
free for kids under 5.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAM 
- The Schoolhouse Museum will 
present its annual Black History 
Program at 1 p.m. at Main Street 
Baptist Church’s Williams Mission 
Center. The theme is “It’s A Family 
Affair: Contributions of Black IOW 
Families to the Community and Black 
Historical Legacies.” Families to be 
recognized are the Blount, Pretlow, 
Thompson and Wilkerson families. 
In addition, Black historical cultural 
� gures will be highlighted. Local 
authors and artists are invited to 
share their work. For information, call 
757-408-7305. 

Sunday, Feb. 27

FORT BOYKIN WALKING TOUR - Fort 
Boykin has been a part of American 
history since 1623, when a fort 
known as the castle was constructed 
following a 1622 attack by American 
Indians. Today, Fort Boykin constitutes 
an example of military architecture 
of the Civil War era. Join a free 
walking tour through history. Meet at 
Fort Boykin, 7410 Fort Boykin Trail, 
Smith� eld. www.historicisleofwight.
com. 757-356-1223.

Wednesday, March 2

LENTEN SEASON BEGINS - Ash 
Wednesday services at Christ 
Episcopal Church, 111 S. Church St. 
12:30-1:15 p.m. “Ashes to Go’’ in the 
church parking Lot. Service inside the 
church at 6 p.m. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION MEETING - The meeting 
of the Colonel William Allen Chapter, 
Daughters of The American Revolution 
will take place at Smith� eld Station. 
Social and ordering lunch will begin 
at 10:30 a.m.  with the meeting 
starting promptly at 11 a.m.  Winners 
of awards and scholarships will be 
presented and the election of of� cers 

Last semester, she worked 
with Dr. Sarah Porter to analyze 
water samples from the county 
using standard and alternative 
methods. Porter, a professor of 
analytical chemistry, is serv-
ing as Beale’s advisor for the 
project.

In the town of Windsor, 
which operates two municipal 
wells and does not treat its 
water, Beale found fluoride 
concentrations of 3.2 mg/L at 
a public site and 3.8 mg/L at a 
residence. A residence in the 
unincorporated Zuni commu-
nity also tested at 3.8 mg/L. A 
commercial site in the town of 
Smithfield, which operates a re-
verse osmosis water treatment 
plant to remove excess fluoride 
and other contaminants, tested 
at 1.22 mg/L.

Water at her grandmother’s 
house, located about three miles 
outside of Windsor, tested at 
5.3 mg/L – well above the legal 
limit. In the town of Farmville, 
where Longwood is located, 
tap water tested at 0.3 mg/L for 
fluoride.

The standard testing method, 
she explained, consists of a $375 
probe and an electrode/pH me-
ter that can cost anywhere from 
$150 to $1,500. Together, the 
devices are known as a fluoride 
ion-selective electrode.

“We have ruled out at-home 
test strips, as they were vastly 
inaccurate, and found holes 
in previous research methods 
using turmeric and curcumin, 
a chemical found in turmeric,” 
Beale said.

She then tried using cy-
anine dye and zirconium, which 
changes colors based on the 
concentration of fluoride in 
the water sample. That method 
delivered “promising results,” 
she said.

This semester, she’s turned 
her attention to lower-cost 

fluoride removal options – ex-
perimenting with the filtering 
properties of carbon and alu-
minum.

While water pitchers adver-
tised specifically to filter excess 
fluoride “are not commonly 
produced,” Beale said, she and 
Porter tested multiple water 
pitcher filters and found that 
“the Amazon Basics brand does, 
in fact, remove fluoride.”

The average under-the-sink 
fluoride filter, by comparison, 
costs $200, and can range in 
price to more than $600, Beale 
said. Some also only remove 
fluoride, chlorine and lead – 
leaving the consumer exposed 
to other possible contaminants.

“While the county of Isle of 
Wight is near and dear to my 
heart, and my inspiration for 
this project, fluoride contami-
nation in water is a global issue 
with significant problems in 
India,” Beale said. “A lower-cost 
method would benefit my local 
community and lower-income 
communities across the globe.”

“I am extremely honored to 
have been chosen to present at 
the Posters on the Hill confer-
ence this April, and could not 
have made it this far without 
the support from faculty mem-
bers at Longwood, especially 
my research advisor, Dr. Sarah 
Porter,” she added. “My main 
goal throughout this project 
has been to aid members of a 
community that has given me 
and my family so much, and I 
am overwhelmed with joy at the 
chance to make a difference.”

After she graduates this 
spring, Beale plans to take a 
gap year before applying to 
medical schools, and return 
to the Hampton Roads area to 
become a certified emergency 
medical technician. She hopes 
to eventually become a pediatric 
emergency medicine physician.

Troubled water
Kaleigh Beale seeks 

solutions to Carrsville’s 
high fluoride

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

When Kaleigh Beale attended 
Carrsville Elementary School, 
she noticed something odd about 
her classmates.

Some of them had brown 
stains on their teeth.

“My parents always told me 
it was because of the well water 
that they drank, but that since 
we used a water filter, my teeth 
would not be stained,” said 
Beale, now a senior chemistry 
major at Longwood University 
in Farmville.

After third grade, she moved 
with her parents to Chesapeake, 
where her new classmates’ teeth 
weren’t stained.

It wasn’t until her junior year 
at Longwood that she learned 
what was making the difference: 
fluoride.

“Fluoride is not a common 
water contaminant that people 
are concerned about removing,” 
Beale said.

In fact, it’s added to most 
municipal water sources at low 
levels to help protect residents’ 
teeth against cavities. But it can 
also occur naturally in ground-
water.

Water that contains too much 
fluoride can cause dental fluoro-
sis in children – the official term 
for the brown staining Beale ob-
served. Many Isle of Wight Coun-
ty residents get their drinking 
water from untreated private or 

municipal wells, making dental 
fluorosis a recurring problem.

According to a notice Isle of 
Wight County sent to users of its 
Carrsville well system, the wa-
ter serving the unincorporated 
community and Beale’s former 
school tested at 3.84 milligrams 
per liter of fluoride in 2020 – just 
under the 4 mg/L legal limit set 
by the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. Anything over 2 
mg/L can lead to dental fluorosis 
in children ages 9 and under, 
it warns, while concentrations 
over 4 mg/L can increase the 
risk of developing bone disease 
later in life. The World Health 
Organization recommends an 
even lower safety threshold, at 
1.5 mg/L.

For her senior thesis, Beale 
is researching lower-cost meth-
ods of testing for fluoride and 
removing the excess. Her work 
has attracted the attention of 
the Council on Undergraduate 
Research, which has invited her 
to present at the “Posters on the 
Hill” conference this April.

The conference will afford 
Beale the chance to connect with 
members of Congress, making 
her one of only 60 undergraduate 
students nationwide chosen for 
the opportunity this year.

“I was one of at least four 
(Longwood) seniors to apply 
for this conference and was 
shocked when I was the only one 
to receive an acceptance email,” 
she said.

Top, Kaleigh Beale analyzes water samples in a laboratory 
at Longwood University. (Submitted by Courtney Vogel)
Beale attended Carrsville Elementary, pictured above, 
where she observed brown stains on classmates’ teeth. 
Beale tested the town of Windsor’s drinking water, which 
comes from two municipal wells and isn’t treated. (file 
photos)
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The Fourth of July weekend 
was festive in Smithfield. Ste-
phen Faleski’s photo essay 
tells the story.

— See page 7

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“I think what makes America better is we are 
creative because we’re not afraid to try something 
and fail.”

Volume 103 Number 27	 Wednesday, July 6, 2022	 75 cents

— Retired Isle of Wight Schools
Superintendent Jim Thornton

On superiority of America’s approach to education
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11

Volume 101 Number 9

Smithfield timeS
the

— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5

206 B Gumwood Drive, Smithfield • maicoaudio.com • 757-365-9933
Your Hometown Hearing Center

Don’t Let Hearing Loss Break Your Heart

most health plans

Caring for your hearing- It’s what we love!

Dr. Mavis W. Garrett, 
Owner

 Dr. Krystin Farrell

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7
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Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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State panel OKs biogas pipeline
By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
has unanimously approved 
a proposed 65-mile bio-
gas pipeline network that 
would cross the Blackwa-
ter River and two swamps 
at seven locations in Surry, 

Sussex, Southampton and 
Isle of Wight counties.

Align RNG, a joint ven-
ture of Dominion Energy 
and Smithfield Foods, se-
cured approval on June 
2 from the Surry County 
Board of Supervisors to 
build a regional processing 
facility that would turn 
methane from hog manure, 

also known as biogas, into 
pipeline-quality natural 
gas.

Methane, if emitted into 
the atmosphere, acts as 
a potent greenhouse gas, 
but according to company 
officials, emissions from 
farms can be captured us-
ing an anaerobic digester 
and covered lagoons.

Align’s multi-locality 
pipeline network, which 
the company proposes to 
bury a minimum of 14 
feet beneath the substrate 
using a horizontal direc-
tional drilling method, 
would connect participat-
ing Smithfield Foods farms 
to the regional Surry facili-
ty. There, the collected gas 

would pass through mem-
branes to remove hydrogen 
sulfide and carbon dioxide, 
leaving a 99% pure product 
that can be fed into an ex-
isting natural gas pipeline.

A group of Surry res-
idents  opposed to  the 
county’s decision to al-
low the facility traveled to 
the VMRC’s Fort Monroe 

headquarters on June 28, 
hoping to stop the project 
at the state level by making 
their case to the commis-
sion’s nine-member board.

One of the sites where 
Align’s pipeline network 
would cross the Blackwa-
ter River “is behind my 

‘It’s time 
for a 

change’
Retiring 

superintendent 
reflects on legacy

Planners want Wawa intersection redesigned
By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s 
Planning Commission is 
recommending approval 
for a proposed Wawa con-
venience store at Benn’s 
Church Boulevard and 
Turner Drive – with the 
condition that the com-
pany “submit an alterna-

tive intersection design” 
for the Turner Drive en-
trance “such as a single-lane 
roundabout.”

Kimley-Horn engineers 
had requested a conditional 
use permit for the gas sta-
tion and store in October 
on behalf of Miami-based 
Frontier Development, but 
only recently submitted a 
traffic impact analysis.

According to county 
staff, the Turner Drive en-
trance as it’s currently pro-
posed could cause queuing 
issues for drivers trying 
to exit the gas station and 
turn left toward Smithfield 
High School, particularly 
during morning peak hours 
when there’s heavy bus and 
student-driver traffic. The 
school is located less than 

a quarter-mile from the 
proposed Wawa site.

Kimley-Horn’s analysis 
proposes to address the 
queuing issue by installing 
“do not block intersection” 
pavement markings, which 
would warn of a potential 
fine for motorists observed 
impeding traffic flow. But 
the county argues this 
would place the burden of 

enforcement on the Isle 
of Wight County Sheriff’s 
Office.

According to Robert 
Thornton, an attorney rep-
resenting Wawa, the compa-
ny is “considering” a round-
about as an alternative.

“That’s in the study mode 
right now,” Thornton said.

Despite the traffic con-
cerns, the planners voted 

unanimously to recommend 
the project’s approval. The 
matter will head to Isle of 
Wight’s Board of Super-
visors for a July 21 public 
hearing and possible final 
vote.

If the board gives final 
approval, Thornton esti-
mated the project could see 
“shovels in the ground” by 
late fall.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Dr. Jim Thornton officially 
retired June 30 as superinten-
dent of Isle of Wight County 
Schools, ending his 33-year 
career in public education. 
On his last day on the job, 
Thornton sat down with The 
Smithfield Times to reflect on 
his legacy and the changes he’s 
seen over the decades, from the 
debut of Virginia’s Standards 
of Learning tests to the need 
for regular active-shooter 
drills.

What led you to first go 
into teaching 33 years 
ago?

I was actually in the busi-
ness world, but I coached a 
lot, like Little League baseball, 
Little League football. People 
said to me, “You seem to be a 
natural with kids, have you 
ever thought about that?” And 
then I started thinking about 
it and I actually went back to 
school and got certified to be 
a teacher.

What school system 
were you with when 
you first started? How 
was that job and the 
profession in general 

Surry 
proposes 

more 
tax relief 

for the 
elderly, 

disabled
By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County supervi-
sors plan to hold a public 
hearing in July or August 
on a proposed ordinance 
that would raise the in-
come threshold for the 
elderly to qualify for a real 
estate tax exemption.

The county currently 
allows residents age 65 and 
up who earn a household 
income of $35,000 or less 
annually, or who have a 
net worth of $100,000 or 
less — excluding the val-
ue of their residence — to 
claim a real estate tax 
deduction of up to $1,000. 
Residents who are perma-
nently disabled and meet 
the income requirements 
also qualify for the ex-
emption.

Supervisor  Michael 
D r e w r y  h a s  p r o p o s e d 

Sports club proposed for former school gym
By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s Planning 
Commission has signed off on a 
proposal to give the former James 
River Christian Academy gymna-

sium a new lease on life.
Anthony Landes and Derek 

Joyner have applied for a condi-
tional use permit to convert the 
6,300-square-foot, circa-1980 build-
ing and adjacent outdoor athletic 
field into a private sports club that 

would offer off-season baseball, 
softball and soccer training, as well 
as gymnastics lessons.

With the Planning Commis-
sion’s unanimous favorable recom-
mendation on record, the matter 
will head to Isle of Wight County 

supervisors for a July 21 public 
hearing and possible final vote.

Per the Planning Commission’s 
recommended conditions for ap-
proval, the club would be limited 

Showing their American pride during a boat parade on the Pagan River Sunday are Sarah Woods (driving) 
and, behind her from left, Kelly Ivy, Renee Bevan, Angie Cusick, Bill Delamain, Poppy Bevan (in Bill’s lap) and 
Sue Ivy. (Submitted photo) See more photos from the Independence Day weekend on Second Front, p. 7.
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house,” Abram Ketchum 
of Dendron told the com-
mission. “It’s pristine, ma-
ture growth, never-logged 
cypress and sweet gums. 
… With the plastic lines 
that they’re boring, what 
is to prevent the roots from 
penetrating those gas lines, 
and then you’ve got a di-
saster in the Blackwater 
River.”

Ketchum also refer-
enced the lawsuit Align 
settled last year with the 
North Carolina-based en-
vironmental group Clean 
Aire NC, which had alleged 
violations of that state’s 
air quality regulations 
at a similar processing 

facility in Mecklenburg 
County. According to the 
settlement agreement, 
Align agreed to request 
that North Carolina’s Divi-
sion of Air Quality modify 
the site’s permit to “add 
limitations on raw biogas 
flow,” impose “reporting 
requirements” for the facil-
ity’s sulfur dioxide and hy-
drogen sulfide emissions 
and “ensure a program of 
methane leak detection 
and repair is implemented 
at all farm operations sup-
plying biogas” in exchange 
for Clean Aire NC agreeing 
to drop the case.

“I have no faith that this 
company will uphold any 

of their promises regard-
ing emissions,” Ketchum 
said.

Align contends the re-
duction in greenhouse gas 
emissions from participat-
ing farms would be roughly 
equivalent to taking 22,000 
vehicles off the road, even 
with the facility re-releas-
ing an estimated 12 tons of 
extracted carbon dioxide 
annually. Company offi-
cials have also acknowl-
edged not all the extracted 
hydrogen sulfide will be 
turned into solid sulfur 
and hauled away.

The amount that es-
capes the membranes will 
be fed into a thermal oxi-

dizer – essentially an incin-
erator – where intense heat 
will transform the gas into 
less-harmful sulfur diox-
ide. Align anticipates the 
facility emitting around 8 
tons of sulfur dioxide per 
year.

“When these hog farms 
came to Surry County orig-
inally several years ago, 
and I remember it well, 
one of the criteria for their 
location was that they be 
located away from popu-
lated areas,” added Surry 
County resident Helen 
Eggleston. “However, now 
for some unfathomable 
reason they seem to want 
to locate this pollution-pro-

ducing industrial site to 
within a few hundred feet 
of occupied homes.”

“Hydrogen sulfide in 
the presence of  water 
forms sulfuric acid,” add-
ed Eggleston’s husband, 
Mike.

Newly appointed VMRC 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  J a m i e 
Green, however, told the 
speakers his board had “no 
jurisdiction” to consider 
air quality concerns.

Tim McHugh, a Trout-
man-Pepper attorney rep-
resenting Align, when 
the commission afforded 
him the opportunity for 
rebuttal remarks, con-
curred with Green that 

the concerns the speakers 
raised regarding the cen-
tral facility and lagoons 
were “beyond the scope” 
of the company’s requested 
VMRC permit.

While the processing 
facility itself would be the 
first of its kind in Virginia, 
the directional drilling 
technique Align plans to 
use when constructing the 
pipelines is “a technology 
that’s been used around the 
state,” said VMRC board 
member John “Ed” Tan-
kard III, who made the mo-
tion that the board approve 
Align’s requested permit.

T a n k a r d ’ s  m o t i o n 
passed unanimously.
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Correction
In response to a reader 

complaint about allega-
tions made in a letter to 
the editor in the May 18 
edition (“Who’s in charge 
in Surry County?”), The 
Smithfield Times re-
viewed a video recording 
of the May 12 Surry Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors 
meeting. In that review 
we found no evidence that 
County Administrator 
Melissa Rollins “talked 
over board members” or 
“attempted to take over 
the meeting.”

women’s health care. I think 
it’s time for those of us in the 
middle to figure out where 
we stand and to find a way 
to institute it. Repeated 
polls indicate at least 60% 
of Americans think that the 
protections in Roe should 
continue. 

The age of viability al-
ways made sense to me: “If 
this organization of cells is 
unable to exist outside my 
body, then, it is my choice 
how I deal with it.” I think 
I understand that for some 
people, the increasingly 
sophisticated collection of 
cells looks more and more 
recognizable and hence 
should be protected. So, 
what is a time frame on 
which most of us in the 
middle can agree? Signifi-
cant involvement of women, 
representing the array of 
women in the common-
wealth, would be important 
since “our bodies are the 
battleground on which this 
conflict is being waged.” 

Fifteen weeks, as our 
governor proposes, seems 
short to me. I would like to 
have information on what’s 
a reasonable amount of 
time for a pregnant person 
to know she is pregnant 
and have time to make a 
considered decision. I would 
like information from med-
ical professionals about the 
biological and health care 
aspects. And I would like in-
formation on Canada’s laws 

related to women’s health 
care decisions in addition to 
laws in France, the UK and 
Australia. 

The U.S. already has the 
worst maternal outcomes of 

the industrialized nations. 
I would hate to see it get 
worse.  

Jo Weaver
Zuni
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Providing You with Unmatched Quality 
Pest Control Solutions

www.riversidepestcontrol.net

757-876-6744

FOR ALL OF YOUR 
PEST CONTROL NEEDS.

We offer pest and rodent services,  
as well as wood decaying fungus and 
termite solutions. Mention this ad for  

10% savings on any new contract.

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR  
FREE INSPECTION.

• Locally owned and operated in Isle of Wight
• A+ accredited by the Better Business Bureau. 

Let us help you keep and
grow your hard earned money

Need a Helping Hand?

  Corporate, Partnership, Individual 
 Trust and Estate /  Tax, Accounting, 

 Planning, Payroll, and Bookkeeping Services

757-357-3861

Visit us on the web at www.bealeandcurran.com 

Diana F. Beale, CPA Deborah A. Curran, CPA

1801 S. Church Street, Smithfield

Certified Public Accountants
Beale & Curran, P.C.

Benton Science Marketing

to 100 members, and a max-
imum of 25 participants on 
site at a time. The restric-
tion, according to county 
planning staff, is necessary 
to meet parking require-
ments using the eight spaces 
available to them.

According to Landes’ and 
Joyner’s application, the 
club would operate Monday 
through Friday from 5:30 to 

9 p.m. and on Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. by appoint-
ment only.

James River Christian 
Academy operated from the 
1970s through its closure in 
2007. The Smithfield Sports 
Complex, as the gymnasi-
um would be named, is the 
second proposal for reusing 
the 25-acre campus that Isle 
of Wight County has enter-

tained in the past 18 months.
In  October ,  Is le  o f 

Wight’s Board of Supervi-
sors approved a proposal 
by property owner Vincent 
Carollo and teacher Jamie 
Mintz to convert one of 
the two 9,240-square-foot 
classroom buildings into a 
day-care center. Renovation 
of the classroom building is 
in progress.

raising the threshold to 
$45,000 for annual house-
hold income and $125,000 
for net worth, which he 
said would bring Surry 

“more in line with other 
counties.”

With “expenditures 
going up for everyone, 
county and individuals, 

I’d like to see us increase 
our exemptions,” Drewry 
said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D r e -
wry, the change would 

put Surry slightly ahead 
of  neighboring Prince 
George County, which 
allows a maximum net 
worth of $120,000 for the 

exemption, but still leave 
Surry behind Isle of Wight 
County, which allows up 
to $210,000, and South-
ampton County, which 

allows up to $168,000.
The ordinance would 

have an estimated $19,000 
impact to Surry County’s 
budget.
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Recycle. Reduce. Reuse.

Get a Slice of Slice
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Specializing in
SMALL BUSINESS

& INDIVIDUAL TAXATION
T. Craig Stallings, CPA

210 Main St., Smith�eld, VA 23430
(757) 365-0200 phone

(757) 365-0111 fax
craig@stallingsandassociates.com
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County is 
still set to scale back its 
recycling program next 
month, but enough demand 
from those who don’t mind 
paying for the service could 
bring private alternatives 
to the area.

Starting in September, 
Isle of Wight residents will 
no longer be able to recycle 
glass, paper or plastics at 
any of the county’s eight 
refuse and recycling cen-
ters. County Administrator 
Randy Keaton, in July, 
said Isle of Wight would be 
“transitioning” the centers 
to accept only cardboard 
and steel or aluminum 
cans. Everything else, he 
contends, gets incinerat-
ed at the Wheelabrator 
waste-to-energy plant in 
Portsmouth.

Isle of Wight’s recycling 
reduction comes amid a 
string of similar actions 
across Hampton Roads. 
Smithfield and the city of 
Franklin both ended their 
recycling contracts with 
Bay Disposal in 2021, each 
also claiming their recycla-
bles were being incinerated 
rather than repurposed. 
Bay disputed the asser-
tion, claiming the company 
sends only 30% of what it 
collects throughout Hamp-
ton Roads to Wheelabrator 
and the rest to a processing 
facility. The city of Chesa-
peake followed suit in late 
June, ending its contract 
with Bay competitor TFC 
Recycling.

Katie Cullipher, prin-
cipal environmental ed-
ucation planner with the 
regional public service 
initiative askHRgreen.org, 
is aware of two private 
companies attempting to 
fill the void.

Recyclops, a Utah-based 
2014 startup, operates un-
der an Uber-style busi-
ness model — paying local 
pickup truck drivers in 32 
states, including Virginia, 
to collect recyclables from 
curbside service subscrib-
ers and take the commin-
gled recyclables to a recy-
cling plant.

According to recyclops.
com, paper gets sorted by 
grade and repurposed into 
cardboard, newsprint or 

office paper. Plastics get 
sorted, sifted for contami-
nants and melted into pel-
lets or made into fibers used 
in fabrics, construction 
materials, furniture or in-
sulation.

The company, Cullipher 
notes, states on its web-
site that it’s now “proudly 
serving Chesapeake and 
surrounding areas.”

Recyclops’ website lists 
a cost of $15 per month, or 
$144 annually, for pickups 
every other week, with 
the option of adding glass 
collection for an extra $7 
per month.

Currently, Chesapeake 
is the only Tidewater lo-
cality Recyclops services, 
but “as more and more of 
these locations decide to 
terminate their recycling 
program, we will be in con-
sideration of offering ser-
vice in other places,” said 
Dennis Wise, Recyclops’ 
vice president of sales and 
business development.

Wise said he’d reached 
out to Smithfield in April 
2021, roughly three months 
after the town’s final recy-
cling pickup, but “never got 
a response.”

Smithfield Town Man-
ager Michael Stallings told 
the Times he didn’t recall 
receiving anything from 
Recyclops at the time.

“If there was a viable 
private alternative, I think 
we would be receptive to 
talking to them,” Stallings 
said.

Population density is 
a key factor Recyclops 
looks into when deciding 
whether to expand into a 
particular area, Wise said. 
Other factors are the dis-
tance drivers would have 
to travel to the nearest re-
cycling plant, and the types 
of recyclables the plant 
will accept. The third and 
perhaps most important 
factor Recyclops examines 
is where the recyclables go 
after processing. The com-
pany, Wise explained, takes 
pains to ensure what its 
drivers collect is actually 
repurposed and not incin-
erated or put in a landfill.

“We’ve gotten pretty 
good at this model. … It’s re-
ally kicking off really well 
in Chesapeake,” Wise said

The other, more recent 
startup Cullipher suggests 

is Virginia Beach-based 
Happy Planet Recycling.

Founded in early 2021 
by Aaron Brave, Happy 
Planet contracts with Ports-
mouth-based Recycling & 
Disposal Solutions (RDS) to 
repurpose what its drivers 
collect. According to RDS, 
the recyclables are then 
sold to a variety of buyers.

Speaking to the Times 
by phone on Aug. 17, Brave 
said the idea came to him 
while he was living in a con-
dominium building, where 
the nearest recycling drop-
off center was a 10-minute 
drive.

Happy Planet, which has 
also been working to offer 
solutions to Chesapeake 
residents disgruntled with 
their city’s decision to end 
recycling, would be “will-
ing” to serve Isle of Wight 
too, but hasn’t received 
any service requests from 
county residents to date.

“Our main area of focus 
at the moment is the city 
of Chesapeake, but people 
that are from other areas of 
Virginia … they can give us 
a call,” Brave said.

Happy Planet – accord-
ing to its website, happy-
planetrw.com – offers a 
subscription plan for $15 
per month for curbside 
pickup of commingled re-
cyclables every other week. 

Annually, it’s $165. To add 
glass, it’s $20 per month, or 
$220 per year.

In 2018, China banned 
the import of most over-
seas recyclables, causing 
a “shift nationwide of the 
ability to get rid of recy-
clables,” Keaton told Isle 
of Wight’s supervisors at 
their Aug. 18 meeting. “It 
used to be we would be paid 
for recyclables. Now we’re 
paying virtually the same 
thing to get rid of recycla-
bles that we pay to get rid 
of the trash.”

Tad Phillips – former 
vice president of business 
development for TFC, now 
an independent contractor 
for the Chesapeake-based 
company – told the Times in 
January when Isle of Wight 
first proposed reducing its 
recycling program that, in 
his view, the end market 
for recyclables was “very 
strong” and “recovering” 
from its 2021 low point.

A more localized reason 
so many recyclables are 
ending up in the incinera-
tor locally may have more 
to do with non-recyclable 
items and contaminants 
being tossed in with recy-
clables, Brave speculates.

If glass, metal and plas-
tic containers aren’t rinsed 
out before they’re tossed 
into recycling bins, “it con-

taminates their whole pro-
cess,” Brave said.

“The beautiful thing 
about subscription-based 
recycling,” Brave added, is 
that people serious enough 
about recycling to be will-
ing to pay for it are also 
“willing to clean out their 
plastic and jars.”

There’s also TerraCycle, 
which brands itself as “re-
cycling the unrecyclable” 
and is free.

According to its web-
site, the Trenton, New Jer-
sey-headquartered busi-
ness began in 2001 when 
Tom Szaky, then a fresh-
man at Princeton Univer-
sity, came up with the idea 
of making plant food from 
cafeteria waste by feeding 
it to worms. By 2006, Ter-
raCycle “Worm Poop Plant 
Food” was being sold by 
major retailers, including 
The Home Depot, Target 
and Walmart.

Since 2007, the business 
has offered nationwide re-
cycling programs funded by 
brands, manufacturers and 
retailers around the world 
that allow consumers to re-
cycle their hard-to-recycle 
products and packaging.

“This type of hard-to-re-
cycle waste takes the form 
of virtually anything from 
cigarette butts to plastic 
packaging, and everything 

in between,” said Alex 
Payne, TerraCycle’s North 
American public relations 
manager.

TerraCycle has a drop-
off location for its Bausch 
+ Lomb recycling program, 
which takes all brands of 
contact lenses and blister 
packs, at Sight 2 See Optom-
etry PLLC in Carrollton. 
For other products, resi-
dents can create an account 
on TerraCycle.com, down-
load a free shipping label 
and package their waste in 
any reused cardboard box 
for processing, Payne said. 
For each valid shipment, 
the account holder will 
earn points that can be 
redeemed for a donation 
to a school, nonprofit orga-
nization or charity of that 
person’s choosing.

“Plastics are the largest 
category of material we 
collect through our pro-
grams,” Payne said.

Once the plastic arrives 
for processing, it’s turned 
back into raw material 
and sold to manufacturing 
companies who produce 
products such as outdoor 
furniture, decking, plastic 
shipping pallets, artificial 
turf for athletic fields and 
more. Organic materials 
get composted or used in 
industrial and commercial 
fertilizers.

Subscription recycling in Isle of Wight?

Glass, paper or plastics will no longer be able to be recycled at any of the county’s eight refuse and 
recycling centers. 

The Griffins have each 
been performing for more 
than 40 years, including the 
past 27 together. 

Other band members 
are Hanks Martin on lead 
guitar and vocals, Myles 
Henderson on drums and 
percussion, Joe Barlow on 
pedal steel guitar and banjo, 
and Smithfield native Mike 
Ellis on bass guitar.

The Summer Concert Se-
ries is sponsored by the Isle 
of Wight Arts League, The 
Smithfield Times, Smith-
field-Isle of Wight Tourism 
and the Town of Smithfield.

• Continued from p. 1

Concert

Clay and Nancy Griffin
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