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Sentara Healthcare has 
announced it will offer employ-
ees $110 million in pay increas-
es and $15 million in benefit 
enhancements in 2022.

Beginning March 17, eligi-
ble Sentara employees up to 
and including the director level 
will receive a 5% market pay 
increase, the second market 
adjustment Sentara has made 
in less than a year. 

Sentara employees will also 
be eligible for a merit increase 
in May. The combined increase 
of 8-9% (market and merit) in 
2022 will affect more than 96% 
of Sentara’s 29,000 colleagues. 

“Investing in our people is 
always a top priority and in line 

with our mission to improve 
health every day. I am grateful 
for their dedication and have 
been humbled to witness the 
resilience they’ve shown over 
the last two years,” said Sentara 
President and CEO Howard P. 
Kern in a statement. “These 
important enhancements will 
support our people today and 
into the future as we work 
together to care for our employ-
ees, patients, health plan mem-
bers and local communities.”

Sentara previously gave out 
monetary appreciation gifts in 
April and December 2021 of up 
to $3,500 total per team mem-
ber to recognize their service 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, also raising starting pay to 

BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

As the pandemic has held 
many back from traveling the 
past few years, folks have a 
chance to experience the sights, 
sounds and tastes from across 
the country without leaving 
Suffolk.  

The Suffolk Education 
Foundation is holding its sev-
enth annual gala from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. on March 16, at the Hilton 
Garden Inn Riverfront, 100 E. 
Constance Road. 

The Suffolk Education 
Foundation’s annual Gala in 
Celebration of the Arts provides 
an opportunity for the commu-
nity to support the music, the-
ater and visual arts programs in 
Suffolk Public Schools. Over 
the years, this event has returned 
more than $40,000 to the fine 
arts programs that share their 
talents during the event. 

“The Suffolk Education 
Foundation is a staunch sup-
porter of all arts in Suffolk 
Public Schools,” said Dr. Joleen 
Neighbours, supervisor of fine 
and performing arts for Suffolk 
Public Schools. “We are grate-
ful for their continued help and 
service for our students and 
teachers.”

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Adrienne Miller said the 
idea to collect stuffed animals 
to give to kids at Children’s 
Hospital of the King’s 
Daughters was one that God 
dropped on her heart. 

So naturally, she collected 
about 150 of them over the 

past two weeks to give to the 
hospital for Valentine’s Day. 

Miller, a Suffolk resident and 
ACCESS College advisor at 
King’s Fork High School, was 
at Ryan’s Steaks and Cakes 
downtown to get the last of the 
donated stuffed animals before 
taking them to CHKD. 

Though many donations 
come around Christmas, 

Miller wanted to make sure 
children received something at 
a different point in the year to 
help comfort them during their 
hospital stays. 

“Sending bear hugs was my 
theme,” Miller said. “And I 
was like, next time, the next 
holiday is Valentine’s Day. 
Why not, with everything 
going on with the children and 

what’s going on with children 
in reference to COVID, I was 
like, what better time?” 

Miller said she had been at 
CHKD in September when a 
newborn grandson of hers was 
there for treatment and she saw 
children that, despite being in 
the hospital, were experienc-

Sending bear hugs to kids at CHKD

Sentara ‘raises’ up 
healthcare workers

SEF 
plans gala

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

From left: Adrienne Miller, Morgan Holloman, Kier Holland and Pamela Munden-Orr help collect stuffed animals to give to children at Children’s Hospital of the King’s 
Daughters.

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

From left: Tavias Higgs (Chowan), Yasir Geter (Christopher Newport), Bravion Campbell (Chowan), King’s Fork High School 
football coach Anthony Joffrion, Jason Cole (Virginia Military Institute), Nevin Goode (Chowan), Jean-Claude Bile’ (Virginia 
Commonwealth - soccer), Joseph Rounds (Virginia Union). Cole, Bile’ and Rounds signed national letters of intent, as 
Cole and Bile’ will be competing at Division I schools and Rounds at a Division II school. The others will play at Division III 
schools, which do not sign NLIs, but sign a celebratory signing form instead.
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Two people are charged with 
abduction and other charges 
after police say they took a 
3-year-old from his home in 
Suffolk on Friday evening.

Suffolk Police said J’Kari 
Goodman was abducted from 
a residence in the 100 block of 
Fayette Street at around 8 p.m., 
according to a Friday press 
release. 

Andre Goodman, Z’Kari’s 
father who has full legal custo-

dy, attempted to retrieve his son 
before the offenders entered 
their vehicle, but police say 
Gray threatened Goodman and 
other family members with a 
weapon.

Later, J’Kari was located safe 
in Norfolk and was reunited 

with his father.
Keevonda Stokely, the child’s 

mother, and Larrio Gray, her 
boyfriend, both are charged 
with multiple crimes.

Stokely is charged with break 

Two charged in abduction
GrayStokely

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The successful run of the 
King’s Fork High School foot-

ball team this past season has 
continued, as seven more play-
ers have signed national let-
ters of intent or have otherwise 
committed to play at the col-

lege level. 
While one, Jean-Claude 

Bile’, received a full schol-

Seven Bulldogs sign to play football in college
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The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
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757-923-5500 | www.lakeprincewoods.org

and enter, child endanger-
ment, parental abduction 
and child abuse. Gray is 
charged with abduction, 
child endangerment, use 
of a firearm in commis-
sion of a felony, posses-
sion of a firearm by a 
convicted felon and two 
counts of brandishing a 
firearm.

The investigation 
remains ongoing at this 
time, and there is no fur-
ther information available 

for release. If anyone has 
information regarding this 
incident, please contact 
Suffolk Police or Suffolk 
Crime Line. To submit 
online, go to www.p3tips.
com, visit the Suffolk 
Police Department web-
site (www.suffolkva.
us/spd) and look for the 
Suffolk Crime Line link, 
or go to the Suffolk Police 
Department Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/suffolkpolicedepart-

ment. You can also call 
888-LOCK-U-UP, 1-888-
562-5887, Option 5. Once 
a person submits a tip, 
they will be given a TIP 
ID and password. With 
this information they 
can login at p3tips.com 
and submit follow-up 
information, engage in 
two-way dialogue, be 
informed of the outcome 
of the tip, and access any 
pertinent reward informa-
tion.

Abduction: Two charged
Continued from page 1

Gala: For arts in schools
Continued from page 1

Hugs: Valentines for kids at hospital
Continued from page 1

Sentara: Raising pay for employees
Continued from page 1

The theme for this 
year’s gala is “American 
Road Trip.” Folks can 
enjoy music performed 
by the Northern Shores 
Elementary School 
Chorus, Nansemond 
River High School 
Jazz Band, John Yeates 
Middle School Chorus, 
King’s Fork High School 
Orchestra, John Yeates 
Middle School Jazz Band 
and King’s Fork High 
School Chorus as they 
play songs that highlight 
highways, cities, states, 
landmarks and natural 
beauty across America. 
Song selections could 
include “My Shot” from 
Hamilton, “Georgia on 
My Mind,” “Take Me 
Home Country Roads,” 
“New York New York,” 
“Route 66” and “Dancing 
in the Streets.”

Folks will also be able 
to see the sites as they 
view displays of original 
artwork from elementary, 
middle and high school 
students. 

“Suffolk Public 

Schools’ young artists, 
musicians, and perform-
ers are the best of the 
best,” said Neighbours. 
“It is always exciting to 
be able to promote SPS 
fine and performing arts 
programs to our commu-
nity.”

Ticket prices include a 
taste of America for dinner 
with a Southwestern-style 
dinner of boneless beef 
ribs and bacon-wrapped 
barbecue shrimp. There 
will also be a cash bar. 

Be sure to leave room 
for dessert, as the culi-
nary art students from 
the College & Career 
Academy at Pruden will 
provide desserts from 
across the country for 
sampling and auction. 
There will be selections 
like apple pie cheese-
cake for New York, pea-
nut butter cheesecake for 
Virginia, key lime cheese-
cake for Florida, and pos-
sibly macadamia nut and 
pineapple cheesecake to 
celebrate Hawaii. 

“The arts in Suffolk 

Public Schools are 
embarking on a new path 
with the opening of The 
Center for Performance 
and Production Arts,” 
said Neighbours. “A 
focus on being a working 
artist as part of the ‘5 C’s 
of 21st Century Learning’ 
is at the forefront of arts 
education in Suffolk. 
The connections that the 
arts have as part of daily 
life is emphasized, and 
the Suffolk Education 
Foundation embraces the 
idea of students being 
given the tools to work 
in the arts. Events like 
the Gala give students the 
opportunity to showcase 
that desire to work as an 
artist.”

Dressy attire is encour-
aged. Tickets are $45 a 
person, and a table for 
eight is $325. Purchase 
tickets online at suf-
folkeducationfoundation.
org/gala-for-the-arts-in-
sps or contact suffolkEF.
contact@gmail.com or 
call 757-237-3249.

ing joy and playing, and 
it touched her heart to do 
something to spread more 
joy to them. 

“I’m just looking 
around and it was just 
overwhelming because 
it’s so many,” Miller said, 
“but these kids were resil-

ient.”
She had dozens of 

stuffed animals at Ryan’s 
from ones that were 
dropped off, and she had 
already collected about 
another 40 that were on 
her couch at home. Others 
had been calling her with 

more stuffed animals they 
wanted to donate, while 
some former students of 
hers have sent her money 
to help collect even more. 

Those who donat-
ed stuffed animals were 
entered into a drawing to 
win a meal at Ryan’s. 

“I just wanted to do 
something,” Miller said. 
“And why not a bear? 
You know, something that 
they can have, something 
that’s tangible that they’ll 
be able to have and to 
hold.”

$15 per hour. Employees 
also received market and 
merit increases last May 
of up to 8%, valued at 
more than $50 million. 

Employees will also 
have additional and 
enhanced benefits in 
2022. They will receive, 
effective Jan. 1, access to 
reimbursement programs 
to assist with adoption 
expenses, infertility care 
expenses and surrogacy 
and gestational carrier 
expenses. 

In the coming months, 

Sentara will make addi-
tional benefits available 
to all full- and part-time 
employees, including 
increased paid time off, 
paid parental leave, short 
term disability eligibility 
at seven days, enhanced 
sick time eligibility, addi-
tional support for family 
caregivers and increased 
tuition reimbursement to 
support career advance-
ment.

In 2021, Sentara invest-
ed more than $185 mil-
lion in team member 

compensation increases, 
appreciation gifts and 
other COVID-related 
compensation programs. 
Combined with the rais-
es and benefit enhance-
ments that have been 
announced, the system’s 
added contributions in 
2021 and 2022 will be 
more than $310 million.

“At Sentara, we believe 
in our people and are 
proud to be an employ-
er of choice in the com-
munities we serve,” said 
Sentara Executive Vice 

President and Chief 
People Officer Becky 
Sawyer. “We continu-
ally evaluate our com-
pensation and benefits 
programs to ensure they 
reflect team members’ 
needs, contributions and 
changes in our markets. 
Investing in salaries and 
innovative benefits is 
essential in attracting and 
retaining the best talent 
and providing the care 
our patients and health 
plan members deserve.”

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Adrienne Miller, a Suffolk resident and ACCESS advisor at King’s Fork High School, spearheaded an effort to collect 150 stuffed animals to 
give to children at Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters. 
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Planning Your Big Day?

Call For Pricing, Availability, and Booking (757) 774-9078
100 E. Constance Rd | Su olk, VA | www.su olkconferencecenter.com

Planning Your Big Day?
Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall

The Hilton Garden Inn Suffolk Riverfront
Has all your wedding needs covered. 

Call to speak with our Sales Specialist, today!

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

It was hard to tell who was more 
nervous before and during the 
2022 Suffolk Peanut Fest Queen’s 
Banquet and Fashions — Taylor 
Rockett, or her mother Tiffany. 

While mom’s nerves showed as 
she didn’t eat anything throughout 
the day and during the banquet, 
Taylor said she was more nervous 
because she had to go on stage in 
front of the large crowd in atten-
dance at the Hilton Garden Inn-

Suffolk Riverfront. 
For Taylor, 17, a senior at 

Suffolk Christian Academy, those 
nerves didn’t show, as she was 
crowned Suffolk Peanut Fest Queen 
Wednesday. 

“I was a little nervous, and I 
wasn’t expecting this at all,” Taylor 
said, “but it was really amazing to 
get this honor to be the queen of the 
Suffolk Peanut Festival for 2022.”

Taylor was one of six princess-
es in the running for queen, all 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWSHERALD

A 23-year-old man was indict-
ed on charges including sec-
ond degree murder and related 
charges in indictments handed 
down Sept. 26 by the Suffolk 
Circuit Court Grand Jury.

The Commonwealth’s Attory 
secured 10 indictments against 
Phillip Jovan Etheridge, 23 of 
Suffolk, in connection with the 
March 27 shooting in North 
Suffolk that killed one person 
and injured another. 

Etheridge was indicted on 
charges of second degree murder, 
attempted murder, use of a fire-
arm in commission of a felony, 
two counts of malicious wound-
ing, two counts of malicious 
shooting or throwing missiles, 
shooting a firearm within 1,000 
feet of a school, and two counts 
of conspiracy to commit murder.

Another person charged in the 
shooting, Jonathan Luis Jackson, 
23 of Suffolk, saw his charges 
in this case certified to the grand 
jury during an August hearing in 
Suffolk General District Court.

The charges and indictments 
stem from a March 27 shoot-
ing that killed Tameisha Goode 
Rogers, 40, of Chesapeake and 
injured another man, Reginald 
Ashmead Thorne III, 36, of 
Suffolk.

Etheridge’s indictments are 

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

A federal judge has set a new 
trial date of Jan. 9 for Army 
2nd Lt. Caron Nazario’s lawsuit 
against Windsor Police Officer 
Daniel Crocker and ex-officer 
Joe Gutierrez.

The matter was originally to 
go to trial March 28 of this year, 
but was delayed at Crocker’s 
and Gutierrez’s request pending 
the court’s decision on whether 
either officer could invoke “qual-
ified immunity,” a federal legal 

Man indicted 
on second 

degree murder 
charges

‘Taylor’-made 
to be queen

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

A developer proposing to 
build up to 300 single-fami-
ly homes on 114 acres off of 
Manning Road near U.S. 58 
had a recently-scheduled public 
hearing delayed to provide time 
to adjust proffers for it. 

That intersection is in the 
area of the current 3.1 mile 
widening project in the U.S. 
58/Holland Road corridor 
designed to improve traffic 
flow and make it safer. 

The public hearing on the 
proposed rezoning of the Ellis 
Farm property from agricul-
tural to residential low-medi-
um density zoning was sched-
uled for the Sept. 20 Planning 
Commission, but the develop-
er, Bob Arnette of Manning 
Road Development Group 
LLC, asked for it to be tabled 
for 30 days.

Commission Chairman 
Arthur Singleton said this 

Rezoning for housing 
development near U.S. 58 delayed

Jan. 9 trial set for 
Nazario lawsuit

See JURY, 9

See HOUSING, 7See TRIAL, 9

See QUEEN, 6

See COUNCIL, 5

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

City Council will hold a 
public hearing Wednesday 
on an ordinance that would 
grant a license agreement for 
Cox Communications to build, 
install and maintain telecom-
munications services for its 
business services in Suffolk. 

If approved, Cox would 

receive a non-exclusive tele-
communications license agree-
ment for up to five years.

Cox’s Erin Rice spoke to 
council during its Sept. 21 
work session, noting it has had 
a presence in the city, but pri-
marily in the northern areas 
before it invested $3.5 million 
to install nearly 30 miles of 

Cox seeks license 
for business services

Taylor

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

From left, Gabriella Federici of Nansemond-Suffolk Academy, Kendal Legg of Suffolk Christian Academy, Emma Rotzler of Lakeland High School, Taylor Rockett of 
Suffolk Christian Academy, Page Henry of Nansemond-Suffolk Academy, Anna Gomer of King’s Fork High School

SUBMITTED IMAGE 

A developer has proposed building up to 300 single-family detached homes off 
of Manning Road near the busy U.S. 58/Holland Road corridor in the midst of 
a 3.1-mile construction project. A public hearing was scheduled for the Sept. 20 
Planning Commission meeting, but it was tabled for 30 days. 
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Walters Outdoor Power Equipment

Hours: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8-5 • Wed, Sat 8-12 
waltersoutdoorpowerequipment.com • waltersoutdoor@gmail.com 

Halfway between Windsor & Franklin on Hwy. 258 • 757-562-4760

Priority Service when you buy from us

Sept 28 - Toro ad - assortment 
of now in-stock models

Come on in and �nd the Toro
 you’ve been waiting for!
Z Master 2000 Series model 
77287 - 60” deck; 23.5 hp Kaw 
FX730V eng; $9,699.
Z Master 4000 Series model 
74004 - 60” deck; 25.5 hp Kaw 
FX801V eng; $12,199.
Titan model 75305 - 54” deck; 
26 hp Koh eng; $5,899.
Timecutter model 75734 - 34” 
deck; 22 hp Koh eng; $3,399.
Timecutter model 75746 - 42” 
deck; 22 hp Koh eng; $3,599.
You can probably just use 
one mowWer image, maybe 
the 75305 since we have that 
image in the ad done 5.25.22 
or use general imWages from 

Check out our 
assortment of now 
in-stock models!

COME ON IN & FIND THE TORO®

YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR!

Z MASTER 2000 SERIES:
Only: $9,699
• Model 77287 - 60” deck
• 23.5 hp Kaw FX730V eng

Z MASTER 4000 SERIES: 
Only: $12,199
• Model 74004 - 60” deck
• 25.5 hp Kaw FX801V eng

TITAN: 
Only: $5,899
• Model 75305 - 54” deck
• 26 hp Koh eng

TIMECUTTER: 
Only: $3,399
• Model 75734 - 34” deck
• 22 hp Koh eng

TIMECUTTER:
Only: $3,599
• Model 75746 - 42” deck
• 22 hp Koh eng
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• Residential Living • Transitional Rehabilitation
• Memory Support • Home Health • Assisted Living • Hospice 

757-923-5500 | www.lakeprincewoods.org

An award-winning senior
living community in Suffolk

offering a continuum of services:
• Residential Living
• Transitional Rehabilitation
• Memory Support
• Home Health
• Assisted Living

757-923-5500
www.lakeprincewoods.org

An award-winning senior
living community in Suffolk

offering a continuum of services:
• Residential Living
• Transitional Rehabilitation
• Memory Support
• Home Health
• Assisted Living

757-923-5500
www.lakeprincewoods.org

A new name, a new design, a new beginning. Same great mission.

757-923-5500
www.lakeprincewoods.org

An award-winning senior 

services:

Residential Living
Transitional Rehabilitation

Memory Support
Home Health

Assisted Living

A new name, a new design, a new beginning.
Same great mission.

Hospice• Residential Living 
• Transitional 

Rehabilitation
• Memory Support 
• Home Health 
• Assisted Living 
• Hospice

An award-winning 
senior living 

community in 
Suffolk 

offering a 
continuum of 

services: 

high school seniors, and 
also included Page Henry 
(Nansemond-Suffo lk 
Academy), Emma Rotzler 
(Lakeland High School), 
Anna Gomer (King’s Fork 
High School), Gabriella 
Federici (Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy) and 
Kendal Legg (Suffolk 
Christian Academy). 

Each participating prin-
cess was nominated by 
her school based on a 
creative essay interpret-
ing the festival theme, 
“Broad Stripes, Bright 
Stars, Patriotic Guitars: A 
Tribute to Our Hometown 
Heroes and the Red, White 
and Blue.” It also fac-
tors in academic success, 
extracurricular activities, 
awards, achievements and 
community involvement. 

Taylor’s essay focused 
on the military service 
of her grandfather, and 
after she was crowned, 
she read the essay to the 
audience. 

“When it comes to 
hometown heroes, my 
grandfather comes to my 
mind,” Taylor said as she 
read from her essay. “He 
served in the Navy from 
Aug. 26, 1978 until retire-
ment in June of 2000.” 

In her essay, Taylor 
wrote about the men and 
women who put their 
lives at risk through their 
military service, calling 
on people to not forget 
those who died in that 
service and to remember 
the U.S. flag. 

She said the festival’s 
theme this year “hits 
home for me as a grand-
daughter of a veteran 
who has served this great 
nation.”

Answering the ques-
tions was the most chal-
lenging for Taylor, citing 
the big audience in trying 
to stay focused. Her ques-

tion asked her to recount a 
time when she overcame 
defeat. 

“A time that I overcame 
defeat was when I decided 
to play basketball for the 
first time, and it was very 
nerve-wracking because I 
was going against other 
athletes who had more 
experience than me, and 
I had to learn everything 
from the beginning, such 
as all the calls and plays 
and all of the defensive 
and offensive skills. That 
was a time that I over-
came defeat.” Taylor said.  

Taylor said some of her 
favorite memories from 
previous Peanut Fest’s 
include watching fire-
works with her friends, 
many of which she’s had 
since she began kinder-
garten at SCA, getting to 
spend quality time with 
them outside of school 
and trying out the unique 
and different food. 

Taylor said a friend 
encouraged her to partic-

ipate to have the experi-
ence, and that experience 
turned into something 
more. 

“I never expected to be 
queen out of this,” Taylor 
said. “I was happy with 
being princess, but I was 
just thrilled to be the 
queen.”

Mom was beaming 
after her daughter was 
crowned queen, but her 
nerves still hadn’t settled 
enough to eat.

“I’m extremely proud,” 
Tiffany Rockett said. 
“Overwhelming to say 
the least, just a great 
experience, just taking it 
all in one step at a time.”

Taylor said she would 
savor the experience 
during Peanut Fest, to be 
held Oct. 6-9.

“It’s going to be amaz-
ing,” Taylor said. “It 
might be a little over-
whelming, but I’m just 
going to speak to every-
one and greet them, and 
serve my city.”

Queen: Essay on grandfather’s military service
Continued from page 1

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWSHERALD

 The City of Suffolk’s 
Parks and Recreation 
Department recently 
achieved reaccreditation 
at the National Recreation 
and Park Association 
annual conference. 

The Commission for 
Accreditation of Park and 
Recreation Agencies is 
the only national accred-
itation of park and rec-

reation agencies through-
out the United States. 
Accreditation is a valu-
able measure of an agen-
cy’s overall quality of 
operation, management, 
and service to the com-
munity. 

 The Parks and 
Recreation Department 
recently achieved reac-
creditation, having first 
achieved accreditation in 
2017. In order to maintain 
their accreditation, the 

department must undergo 
a reaccreditation process 
every five years. 

There are currently 
only 199 accredited agen-
cies across the United 
States. The process 
requires department staff 
to provide evidence of 
meeting 154 standards in 
the following categories: 
agency authority; plan-
ning, organization and 
administration; human 
resources; financial man-

agement; programs and 
services; facility and land 
use; public safety and law 
enforcement; risk man-
agement; and evaluation 
and assessment. 

Agencies must meet 
148 standards in order 
to achieve reaccredita-
tion. Suffolk Parks and 
Recreation met all 154 
standards. For more infor-
mation, call Emily Upton 
at 757.514.7256 or email 
eupton@suffolkva.us.

Parks and Recreation Department 
earns reaccreditation

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Pictured are members of Suffolk Parks and Recreation Department, from left: Jessica Taylor, Rickeda Fofana, Terry Baronner, Mark Furlo, 
Emily Upton, Michael Frickanisce, Jason Pittman and Shanta Bynum.

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Above from left, Gabriella Federici, Anna Gomer, Kendal Legg, Emma 
Rotzler, Taylor Rockett and Page Henry on stage Wednesday during 
the 2022 Suffolk Peanut Fest Queen’s Banquet and Fashions. 
Taylor, 17, was crowned Peanut Fest Queen. Event co-coordinator 
Barbara Espinosa, prepares to crown Taylor Rockett and put her 
sash on.
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Some Suffolk School Board 
members recently expressed 
concern over one of the books 
on a list of possible choices 
to be used in a middle school 
Contemporary Literature 
class. 

“Walk Two Moons,” by 

Sharon Creech, was initially 
brought up by board member 
Sherri Story as one that should 
not be taught to middle school 
students. 

Reading from a review of 
the book, Story said the book 
“is filled with death and sad-
ness. The 13-year-old charac-
ters talk about vivid theories 
that people have been chopped 

up” and said a 13-year-old 
character in the book “draws 
images of people who annoy 
her with a noose hanging from 
a tree.” The book, she said 
reading from the review, “is 
intensely depressing.”

“I don’t think that’s a book 
that I would want our eighth 

BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

The Nansemond Indian Nation 
is nominated for a Webby Award 
for its StoryMap “Indigenous 
Life on the Nansemond River.”

The tribe has been creating 
online educational material to 
help others learn more about its 
people, the Nansemond River 
and the surrounding ecosystem. 
They made a StoryMap, a web 
map created to be a stand-alone 
resource, about the Nansemond 
River and its relationship with 
the tribe throughout history. 

The StoryMap, which can 
be viewed at tinyurl.com/
StoryMap2022, has been nomi-
nated along with five other sites, 
including one from NASA, for a 
Webby Award in the Sustainable 
and Environmental category of 
general websites and mobile 
sites. The Webby Awards rec-
ognize “the best of the internet” 
as people go online and vote for 
their favorites to win. Voting 
closes on Thursday at tinyurl.

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

If you’re heading down 
Meadow Country Road in 
southern Suffolk, you may 
notice a new addition to the 
area. Carrie Matsko, her hus-

band, Eric, and their four chil-
dren have created Suffolk’s first 
seed library.

She was inspired by the 
neighborhood book libraries 
she visited growing up and 

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk chapter of 
Virginia Organizing celebrated 
Tax Day on Monday by going 
door to door downtown to thank 

business owners and workers 
for paying their fair share of 
taxes. 

According to the Virginia 
Organizing website, work-

Protest for Tax Day

Board debates book use in new class

‘Dig in’ to Suffolk’s first seed library

Nansemond 
StoryMap 

up for 
Webby

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk residents will have a 
chance to weigh in today on the 
proposed $767.6 million fis-
cal year 2023 budget that calls 
for a two-cent reduction in the 
real estate tax, would reduce 

the assessment ratio for cars 
and trucks and add 52 full-time 
positions. 

The budget public hearing 
will take place at the 6 p.m. 
City Council meeting at City 
Hall in the council chamber. 

The proposed budget would 
cut the real estate tax from 

$1.11 per $100 of assessed 
value to $1.09 — which keeps 
the city’s rate the third-lowest 
in the region, with just Virginia 
Beach and Chesapeake having 
lower tax rates. 

However, due to the 14% 
increase in reassessment val-
ues, it amounts to an effective 

real estate tax increase, with 
overall residential property val-
ues increasing by $781.4 mil-
lion. With 36,885 residential 
parcels in the city, it represents 
a $21,184.93 average increase 
in value for each property. 

A public hearing for the 
effective real estate tax increase 

is scheduled for May 4. 
Citing a 2021 Real Estate 

Information Network market 
analysis report, median sales 
prices for homes increased 
14.6% in 2021, from $295,000 
to $338,100. According to real 

Public hearing scheduled for city budget

MEGAN TAYLOR/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Meghan McNamara, Tion Ashby, Shown Reed, Vonita Williams, Cassandra Waters 
and  Tony Jones speak out about tax injustice.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMERICAN IDOL 

Dan Marshall advanced to the final 14 on the 20th season of Idol. 

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

Dan Marshall, a graduate of 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy, 
has been taking the American 
Idol stage by storm. 

On Monday night, Marshall, 
known as Daniel Griffith during 
his days as a student-athlete 
at NSA and later at Virginia 
Tech, advanced to the final 14 
on the 20th season of Idol. He 
was voted by fans as one of 
the competition’s top 10 per-
formers after a Sunday night 
performance of Garth Brooks’ 
“Friends in Low Places.” After 
it was announced Monday night 
that he had advanced, Marshall 
sang “Stuck on You” by Lionel 
Richie, one of the competition’s 
judges. “He knocked it out of 
the park,” Richie declared.

Marshall graduated from 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
in 2016 after transferring there 
for his senior year from Western 
Branch High School. Marshall 
was a standout football player 
and recorded 56 tackles and 
eight sacks in six games his 
senior year, which was plagued 
by injuries. He signed as a pre-
ferred walk-on at Virginia Tech, 
where he played football for 
all four years of college as a 
linebacker. 

He is currently a resident of 

NSA graduate in Idol’s top 14
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ing families are paying 
their share of taxes, but 
American billionaires 
are not. Billionaires have 
gotten $1.7 trillion richer 
over the first two years of 
the pandemic, the group 
says. But because of a 
big tax loophole, many of 
them have paid little to no 
federal income taxes on 
those investment gains. 
Monday was the deadline 
for filing 2021 federal 
income tax returns.

Six members of 
Virginia Organizing 
met downtown, signs in 
hand, and walked, in the 
rain, to local businesses, 
including The Chop Shop 
Barbershop, Wall Street 
Cafe and the Workforce 
Development offices. 

Though it was cold and 
rainy, member Vonita 
Williams insisted they 
stand on the corner of 

North Main and East 
Washington streets.

“It’s a busy intersec-
tion,” she said while hold-
ing her “I pay my taxes, 
billionaires should pay 
theirs” sign. “If we want 
people to notice us, we 
should stay right here.”

“I am paying my taxes, 
have been for many years, 
so billionaires should have 
to pay theirs too,” added 
Shown Reed, member 
of Virginia Organizing. 
Reed’s sign read “Those 
tax dollars should be spent 
in the black community,” 
a point that Cassandra 
Waters, also a member, 
agreed with. 

“Most people don’t 
even know that billion-
aires don’t pay their taxes. 
That’s why we’re going 
around telling people, 
so they know that it’s a 
real problem,” explained 

Tony Jones, communi-
ty organizer for Virginia 
Organizing.

Virginia Organizing is a 
nonpartisan organization 
founded in 1995 that aims 
to challenge injustice by 
empowering people with 
little to no voice to create 
change in their commu-
nities. The Suffolk chap-
ter was created in 2018 
and has focused on issues 
such as transportation, 
environmental problems 
and other injustices. 

“Everybody has issues 
that’s important to them 
and affects them, and get-
ting out in the community 
and talking to people is 
really the only way to get 
things done,” said Tion 
Ashby, another member 
of Virginia Organizing.

For more information 
about the group, visit vir-
ginia-organizing.org.

Tax Day: Thanking local workers
Continued from page 1

Seeds: Suffolk family cultivates community
Continued from page 1

Book: Controversy surrounds ‘Walk Two Moons’ 
Continued from page 1

wanted to create the same 
kind of community using 
her love for gardening.

Carrie grew up in 
Danville, Iowa, and 
moved to the area in 2011 
after graduating from 
Regent University, where 
she completed a master’s 
in cinema television pro-
duction.

“I’ve always loved gar-
dening. I may not have 
always been good at it, 
but I’ve always enjoyed 
it,” she said. “My dad was 
always a gardener and we 
spent a lot of time at his 
parents’ farm, so I guess 
it’s in my DNA.”

The seed library, locat-
ed at 2025 Meadow 
Country Road, got start-
ed in early April about a 
month after Carrie came 
across someone sell-
ing a “little library” on 
Facebook Marketplace. 

“It was brand new, 
someone had com-
missioned it but never 
installed it because 
they were moving,” she 
explained.

The idea behind the 
seed library was to build 
a community of local gar-
deners who can use the 
library to expand their 
own gardens while help-
ing others do the same. 

“Our mission is to cul-

tivate community and 
expand local gardens,” 
Carrie said. 

So far, the library has 
seen a few people deposit 
seeds and has received 
recognition in the form 
of a seed shipment from 
Bakers Creek Heirloom 
Seeds in Missouri. 

“It’s just growing and I 
love it,” Carrie said. “It’s 
just the start of my little 
dream.”

In addition to the 
library, Carrie also runs a 
Facebook page where she 
shares advice on when, 
where and how to plant 
and care for different 
seeds.

“I read recently that 

scientists discovered that 
stirring up soil releases 
microbes that stimulate 
serotonin production. This 
basically means that gar-
dening can reduce anxiety 
and promote happy feel-
ings. Just another benefit 
to digging in,” she said. 

For anyone who loves 
gardening or anyone who 
may be trying it for the 
first time, the seed library 
is a great way to get your 
hands on some seeds and 
be part of a community 
that shares your interest. 

To learn more about the 
seed library or to donate 
seeds, visit the Meadow 
Country Farmette 
Facebook page.

graders reading,” Story 
said during the board’s 
April 7 meeting. “I think 
we have enough problems 
with depression (and) 
potential suicide.”

Chairwoman Dr. Judith 
Brooks-Buck asked if the 
board was supposed to be 
looking at simply approv-
ing the course, which is 
designed to give eighth 
graders a survey of 20th 
century literature to the 
present, or whether it was 
approving what students 
would read in it. 

“If a parent has an 
objection to a book, the 
child can read an alter-
native book for credit,” 
Brooks-Buck said. “We 
never force a child to read 
a book that a parent dis-
approves of.”

Story said, however, 
that the board “should 
have a problem with this 
book.”

Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction Dr. Maria 
Lawson-Davenport said 
the books listed in the 
course description are 
not necessarily the ones 
that will be taught. The 
course, she said, is an 
exploration of contem-
porary literature, with a 
suggested reading list that 
was provided as part of 
the description for it. 

She said the course 

will include the use of 
literature circles, with 
students being given a 
choice of books to read.
“They may not have to 
read that book,” Lawson-
Davenport said. “Once 
we design, and you all 
approve the course, 
we can go through and 
design the course and 
set it up with literature 
circles and that type of 
thing, which allows for 
student choice.”

A list of all the books in 
the course will be given 
to parents at the begin-
ning of the school year. 
Parents, she said, can ask 
for an optional book if 
they object to one on the 
list. 

Lawson-Davenpor t 
said “Walk Two Moons” 
is an award-winning book 
with a Native American 
primary character.

“Part of the list you 
see is the diverse char-
acters, making sure that 
we’re representing all of 
our students,” Lawson-
Davenport said. 

How the books will be 
taught, she said, is worked 
out as the division sets 
up the framework for the 
course. 

Another board member, 
Tyron Riddick, said he 
was learning about the 
issue for the first time, but 

he said that using “Walk 
Two Moons” concerns 
him and asked wheth-
er this is the only book 
about a Native American 
that could be used in the 
course. He said with how 
impressionable children 
are and what they are 
going through, it is not 
wise to include the book 
on an approved list of 
ones to be used. 

“I understand that peo-
ple have the option to opt 
out, however, if we know 
something could be detri-
mental, why even include 
it as an option?” Riddick 
said. “Now I understand 
we’re talking about the 
courses, but the books go 
along with it. … It’s the 
tag-along. You can teach 
the course and these are 
what we recommend with 
it, so, me personally, I 
can’t separate the two.”

He said with a social 
and emotional learning 
“situation” going on in 
the city and country, “I 
wouldn’t recommend it 
either.”

Lawson-Davenpor t 
said after the course is 
approved, the division 
then vets the books to be 
used, and “if at that stage 
you want us to remove 
this book, you can make 
that recommendation as 
a School Board. That is 

your determination if you 
want to make that recom-
mendation.”

She said teachers could, 
at a later date, add differ-
ent books.

Brooks-Buck said she 
didn’t know what’s in the 
book, but without any of 
the board members hav-
ing read the book, “I don’t 
think we’re at a point 
where we’re attacking 
books and taking them 
off a book list.”

Riddick asked for 
the motion to approve 
the courses, with a list 
of books to be used in 
them to come back to the 
board at a later date to be 
approved. 

Brooks-Buck asked 
if the board would now 
be approving all teacher 
book lists. Riddick tried 
to cut off debate by call-
ing for the question. 

Board member Heather 
Howell asked who vets 
the book lists before they 
go to parents. Lawson-
Davenport said teachers, 
media specialists, the 
instructional team and 
the administrative office 
all read the books prior 
to their being used in a 
course. 

The motion passed by 
a 6-1 vote, with Brooks-
Buck the lone dissenting 
vote. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

The seed library was hand 
painted by Carrie Matsko after 
she purchased it from a seller 
on Facebook Marketplace.
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