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We look forward to serving you in the New Year! Be sure to book your events 
and stays in advance for 2022-2023. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Fueled by what’s likely 
the omicron variant, Sentara 
Obici Hospital has been see-
ing its highest number of 
COVID-19 patients since the 
start of the pandemic, and its 
president says it will likely 
see even higher levels before 
the numbers decline. 

Obici has 58 COVID-19 
patients in the hospital as 
of Jan. 6, according to the 
Sentara Healthcare dashboard. 
The number of COVID-19 
patients at Obici has been ris-
ing steadily since Dec. 25, 
when it had 18 patients, and 
its newly expanded emergen-
cy department has overflowed 
with people seeking treatment 
in the past week. 

“I don’t know what we 
would have done had we 
not had those rooms,” said 
Sentara Obici Hospital 
President David Masterson. 
“We still had people in hall-
ways and other setups, and 
surgical areas and cath areas 
after hours, bringing people at 
night into other areas because 
our volumes hit in the evening 
and at night in the emergency 
room. So as people are com-
ing to the emergency room, 
say after physician office 
hours, that was our peak time.

“And a lot of our outpa-
tient areas are closed for the 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

City Manager Albert S. Moor 
II on Thursday announced the 
appointment of Interim Chief 
Alfred “Al” Chandler as the 
police chief for the city, effec-
tive Jan. 7.

Chandler began his career 
with the Suffolk Police 
Department in 1999. In his time 

on the force, he has served in 
many capacities in the depart-
ment, including field training 
officer, SWAT team operator, 
lieutenant, captain, and deputy 
police chief over the detective 
bureau, special investigations, 
CSI and Crime Analysis Units.

Chandler was a gradu-
ate of the 40th Session of the 
Chesapeake Police Academy, 
where he was class president. 

He holds a Master of Science 
degree in criminal justice from 
Saint Leo University. Chandler 
is a graduate of the West Point 
Leadership Course, as well as a 
graduate of the 270th Session 
of the FBI National Academy.

The position of police chief 
had been vacant since Thomas 
Bennett suddenly announced 
his retirement on June 10, 2020, 
to be effective Aug. 1. Chandler 

was interim chief of police.
“I am proud to make this 

announcement regarding our 
new chief of police,” City 
Manager Albert S. Moor II, who 
has been interim city manager 
since September 2020, said in 
a press release. “I have worked 
with Chief Chandler over the 
past 14 months and appreci-

BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER 

A new-to-Suffolk couple 
became new parents in the new 
year. 

Macoy John Plageman was 
born at 1:53 a.m. on Jan. 1, at 
Chesapeake Regional Medical 
Center’s BirthPlace to Katie and 
John Plageman. He weighed six 
pounds and 12 ounces. 

The Plagemans are new to 
Suffolk, as John Plageman is 
in the military. They moved to 
Suffolk from Nevada about a 
month ago but are both originally 
from Georgia. The couple is over 
the moon about the arrival of their 
baby boy.

“We are super-smitten and 
obsessed,” said Katie Plageman. 
“We just talk about how we love 
him so much and find ourselves 
just staring at him. Hands down 
the best day of our lives, and I 
know my husband would say the 
same.”

Macoy came a little early, as 
his original due date was Jan. 15. 
Plageman joked that she willed 
him to arrive early, as she told the 
nurses at her previous appoint-
ment that she was going to have 
both of her boys to kiss on New 
Year’s Day. Macoy came in on 
time to help his mom celebrate 
the new year. 

Macoy’s parents are excited to 

Chesapeake Regional welcomes 
a Suffolk new year’s baby
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Over objections from sev-
eral Pughsville residents, 
City Council gave the unani-
mous go-ahead for the city to 
acquire property there as a step 
toward much-needed drainage 
improvements. 

The objections raised during 
a public hearing at coun-
cil’s Jan. 5 meeting centered 

around the city’s plan to buy 
a pair of occupied properties 
to build a stormwater pond in 
the area between Queen Street 
and Armstrong Avenue to 
help slow the water as it goes 
downstream and hits the out-
fall under Interstate 664, into 
Chesapeake, and moves toward 
the Elizabeth River and the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

“Where that water flows 
under Town Point Road, that’s 

part of Phase I where we 
enhanced the drainage struc-
tures going under Town Point 
Road,” said Public Works 
Director Robert Lewis. “We’re 
picking all that water up plus 
some additional water, putting 
it into this pond. Now this pond 
doesn’t make the water magi-
cally go away, but what it does 
do is collect it and then slowly 

Pughsville drainage project 
moves forward

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Suffolk Police are inves-
tigating a stabbing and rob-
bery that happened in the 
200 block of Pinner Street on 
Thursday afternoon.

The incident was reported 
at 3:19 p.m., according to a 
city press release. An officer 
responded to Sentara Obici 

Hospital, as the victim had 
been taken by private vehi-
cle to that location. His inju-
ries are considered serious 
but not critical, and he was 
later transported to another 
hospital.

Officers located the crime 
scene in the 200 block of 
Pinner Street and spoke with 

Police investigate 
stabbing, robbery

Chandler

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Macoy John Plageman was the first baby born in 2022 at Chesapeake Regional Medical Center’s BirthPlace.
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day. We don’t have 
staffing, so we have to 
pull staffing in to put 
patients in other areas, 
but when you double in 
the volume that we did 
last week, we ran out of 
space in the emergency 
room, even the expand-
ed emergency room.”

Sentara Healthcare 
Chief  Physician 
Executive Dr. Jordan 
Asher said in a Jan. 6 
briefing that the fourth 
peak of the pandemic 
has been the highest and 
is causing an “undue 
strain” on its emergency 
departments. 

“Our emergency 
rooms are busier than 
they ever have been in 
history,” Asher said.

At Obici, it would nor-
mally see 120 to 125 
patients per day in its 
emergency department, 
and its expansion was 
designed for volumes of 
fewer than 180 patients 
per day, Masterson said. 

But between Christmas 
and New Year’s Day, it 
peaked at 240 patients, 
though it was able to 
treat and release a large 
amount, “so that gives 
us an indication that 
what we’re seeing is 
predominantly the omi-
cron virus.”

The CDC estimated 
earlier this week that 
more than 95% of new 
COVID-19 cases in the 
U.S. are the omicron 
variant.

“It’s a huge strain,” 
Masterson said. “When 
you double the emer-
gency room volume, it’s 
going to have a ripple 
effect on everything else 
in the hospital.”

It hasn’t been an ideal 
circumstance, but he 
said the staff has not 
compromised on the 
quality of care. 

“I don’t think we’re 
doing anything unsafe,” 
Masterson said. “But I 
do think at times when 
we’re holding people in 
hallways for rooms to 
become available, it’s 
not the most appropriate 
level of accommodation. 
The care, awesome, but 
it just puts more burden 
not only on the patient 
— visitation and lim-
iting the visitation for 
family — but also the 
burden on the staff to be 
able to work outside of 
their normal zone.”

Asher said it is a dif-
ficult time, but not just 
for the hospital system, 
but for everyone, calling 
for everyone to come 
together in the midst of 
unprecedented COVID-
19 admission levels.

“This is effective-
ly our fourth peak, and 
it is our highest peak,” 
Asher said. “And it is a 
peak that is continuing 
to increase every day, 
at greater rates than we 
have seen before (and) 
our emergency rooms 
are busier than they ever 
have been in history.”

Masterson said the 
hospital has an adequate 
supply of tests and will 
test people showing 
symptoms of COVID-
19, but people cannot 
come in to be tested if 
they are asymptomatic. 
Asher said Sentara hos-
pitals are seeing unprec-
edented levels of testing 
requests, as home anti-
gen tests have been in 
short supply. 

Dr. Laurie Forlano, 
deputy director of the 
Virginia Department of 
Health’s office of epide-
miology,  said in a brief-
ing earlier this week that 
it is just one of many 
test providers and said 
it does a minority of 
the testing, with the pri-
vate sector, healthcare 
providers or pharma-
cies doing more of the 
testing. She said it has 
run into staffing issues 
at some of its testing 

events. 
She said people should 

be getting tested for 
COVID-19 if they are 
experiencing symptoms 
of the virus, and if they 
have come in close con-
tact with someone with 
COVID-19. The state 
department of health 
recommends getting 
tested on day five after 
an exposure, but said 
getting tested on days 
three-to-five after being 
exposed is also accept-
able. People should also 
be tested if their work-
place has asked them to 
be tested.

But with hard-to-find 
tests — “the availabili-
ty of rapid antigen test-
ing might be strained 
for some time,” Forlano 
said — “the state health 
department is also ask-
ing people to consid-
er how critical it is to 
get a test and whether 
another option is avail-
able during a time when 
there is high community 
transmission of COVID-
19.

She also said those 
who have tested positive 
for the virus and have 
recovered do not need 
to be tested as long as 
they do not show new 
symptoms.

And those with a 
known or suspected 
exposure to COVID-
19 should quarantine 
at home and stay away 
from others, but that 
also depends on vacci-
nation status. 

Gov. Ralph Northam 
announced Jan. 6 that 
VDH would open nine 
new community testing 
centers paid for by an 
initial $5 million and 
is seeking money from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to 
reimburse the state, with 
one of those locations 
in Norfolk at Military 
Circle Mall.

The new testing cen-
ters are expected to pro-
vide more than 50,000 
tests in January and will 
operate four to six days 
per week from 9 a.m. 
until 6 p.m., depending 
on location. 

The urgency in people 
seeking tests comes as 
positive cases and hos-
pitalizations have soared 
in the Western Tidewater 
region. 

COVID-19 hospi-
talizations across the 
Sentara Healthcare sys-
tem have more than dou-
bled in the past 10 days 
and quadrupled in the 
past month, with the vast 
majority of cases, hospi-
tal officials say, coming 
via the omicron variant. 
And more than one in 
two people are testing 
positive for COVID-19 
at Obici, according to 
Masterson. Earlier in the 
pandemic, the hospital 
would see about 20% 
who would test positive. 

“We’ve definitely seen 
a surge in the communi-
ty,” Masterson said. 

As of Jan. 1, COVID-
19 cases caused by the 
omicron variant have 
risen to nearly 94% in 
the regions the hospital 
system serves, accord-
ing to the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Contrary to reports of 
fewer hospitalizations, 
the Virginia Department 
of Health reported a 
record 33 for Suffolk 
Jan. 2, another 16 two 
days later and 11 Jan. 6. 

The most recent 7-day 
positivity for Suffolk for 
PCR tests was 47.2% 
for the week ending 
Jan. 1, while the 7-day 
positivity rate state-
wide is up to 33.6% as 
of Jan. 6, and 40% for 
the Western Tidewater 
Health District localities 
of Suffolk, Franklin, Isle 
of Wight County and 
Southampton County.

However, Masterson 
said those who have 
been admitted, gener-
ally, are not experienc-
ing as severe a case of 
COVID-19 as those who 
had symptoms of the 
delta and other variants. 

The severity of cases 
depends, he said, on a 
person’s level of vacci-
nation. Those who are 
fully vaccinated with a 
booster or third dose are 
experiencing more mild 
symptoms than those 
who are either not fully 
vaccinated, or not vac-
cinated at all. They are 
also seeing cases in most 
age groups and demo-
graphics. 

“There very clear-
ly is a line of distinc-
tion between those who 
have had the vaccines, 
those who have had the 
vaccine with boosters 
and those who haven’t 
been vaccinated at all,” 
Masterson said.  

The ones coming in 
before the past week had 
not been as sick as those 
who have been through 
the emergency depart-
ment more recently.

“We have seen a rash 
of people coming in,” 
Masterson said, “but up 
until this week, the acu-
ity wasn’t as high, so 
they weren’t as sick with 
COVID as they had been 
in the past with previous 
surges.”

Those who have been 
vaccinated and experi-
encing COVID-19 have 
had sinus issues, while 
unvaccinated people 
have had those issues 
exacerbated with fluid 
draining down into their 
chest, causing conges-
tion. 

“Last week, I would 
say omicron was not as 
acute,” Masterson said, 
“although more virulent, 
as they would say, or 
more contagious. But 
this week, we’re start-
ing to see sicker people, 
and it might be because 
they’ve been hanging out 
with it for a week and 
just allowing themselves 
to get sick. On the other 
hand, it’s very difficult to 
find a place that will test. 
And they’re holding off, 
or are in denial that they 
have it. They’re hoping 
that it’s a common cold.”

He also said a number 
of people they’ve seen in 
the emergency room are 
those who might other-
wise have been helped 
in an urgent care facility 
or with better access to 
testing, and they’re com-
ing because they want 
to protect their family, 
friends and those around 
them.

“They’re sick, but 
they’re worried they have 
COVID,” Masterson 
said. “They’re not sure 
whether they have 
COVID. They want to 
get ahead of it before 
they get more sick (and) 
if they could confirm 
through the local phar-
macies through their test-
ing that they were not 
COVID (positive), then 
they probably would not 
come to the emergen-
cy room. I think some 
of them are the worried 
sick who have legiti-
mate illnesses but are not 
COVID, necessarily.”

The hospital is also 
seeing some gastrointes-
tinal symptoms — vom-
iting and diarrhea — that 
Masterson said it is try-
ing to determine whether 
or not it is related to 
COVID-19. 

What symptoms 
appear helps doctors 
know whether it’s omi-
cron or delta. 

“If it’s more of a sinus 
headache, drippy nose, 
sinuses, that leads to 
congestion in the chest, 
that seems to be more of 
an omicron signature,” 
Masterson said. 

Omicron variants 

have been responsive 
to monoclonal antibod-
ies and other treatments, 
but Masterson said they 
don’t have access to all 
of the potential treat-
ments as manufactur-
ing of them ramps up. 
Asher said just one of the 
monoclonal antibodies 
— Sotrovimab — works 
for the omicron variant, 
and that is in short sup-
ply, with just 1,100 avail-
able in Virginia. Oral 
medications are also in 
short supply.

“Please don’t think 
that it’s OK if I get 
COVID because there 
are medications that will 
prevent me from getting 
very sick, ending up in 
the emergency room or 
the hospital,” Asher said. 
“Right now I would not 
be thinking that way.”

Statewide, the 7-day 
average number of 
cases through Jan. 6 is 
14,547, with a state high 
of 19,506 cases Jan. 2. 
Statewide hospitaliza-
tions also reached a one-
day state high of 556, 
with a 7-day average of 
309. 

Suffolk has experi-
enced four of its highest 
positive COVID-19 case 
counts of the pandemic 
in the past week, includ-
ing a high of 238 Jan. 6, 
210 (Dec. 31), 208 (Jan. 
2) and 205 (Jan. 4). The 
city has a 7-day aver-
age number of daily new 
cases reported of 197 and 
196.6 cases per day per 
100,000 population. 

Masterson said patients 
have not been as sick, 
generally, but they’re so 
infectious, even if the 
likelihood of infection is 
lower, the number of sick 
people is higher because 
of the sheer strength of 
the virus. 

Sentara officials still 
urge people to get their 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
or booster, along with 
shots for the flu, which 
has re-emerged after 
being largely dormant 
last year. 

While Masterson 
said they have the staff 
to care for patients, 
COVID-19 continues 
to impact them also, as 
some have been getting 
sick and are having to 
be quarantined, or they 
have had to care for fam-
ily members who have 
COVID-19, impacting 
their staffing levels at 
a time when he said 
they’re most needed. 

Earlier this week, 
Obici also cut back on 
elective procedures, 
though it will still be 
treating emergency 
cases. 

“Elective cases we are 
trying to postpone for 
two reasons,” Masterson 
said. “Number one, 
the staffing that are 
involved with the surgi-
cal care can help us with 
patients that are in the 
emergency room or are 
admitted to the hospital, 
but it also takes a little 
pressure off the need for 
inpatient beds for sur-
geries that could other-

wise be postponed.”
Masterson said it is 

anticipating the worst-
case scenario of even 
higher numbers of peo-
ple coming through 
the emergency depart-
ment and having to be 
hospitalized, assuming 
that people who were 
exposed last week could 
become sicker this week. 

The hospital is try-
ing to set up processes 
and support systems to 
help doctors, nurses and 
respiratory therapists 
treat the people coming 
to Obici for care. 

He said Obici’s staff 
have been committed 
and caring, but they’re 
growing weary. It has 
more staff than it has 
ever had, but it has also 
had more patients than it 
has ever had. 

“They’re working a 
lot of hours, and quite 
frankly, they’re tired,” 
Masterson said, “and I 
think they’re also a little 
bit frustrated. And I’ve 
heard the conversation 
with the fact that a lot 
of the folks that we’re 
seeing are unvaccinated. 
So I think that we just 
wish people would get 
the vaccines and let’s 
put this behind us.”

COVID: Hospital system postpones non-emergent surgeries and procedures
Continued from page 1
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A Tradition of Excellence
419 WILLIAMS ROAD - SUFFOLK $224,900
3 BR, 2.5 Bath home in Nansemond
Gardens! Large kitchen, newer roof
& HVAC. FROG can be additional BR!
Leigh Anne Parks (757) 676-9790

WeGet Results 330 W Constance Road, Suffolk
home@choreyrealty.net

suffolkspecialist.com

757-539-7451

203 GROVE AVENUE - SUFFOLK $234,900
3BR, 1.5 Bath well maintained home
in Oak Ridge! HVAC recently upgraded,
new water heater, & convenient to Rt 58!
John Rector (757) 477-3485

1604 MOORES POINT RD. - SUFFOLK $219,000
2 BR, 1.5 Bath home on over a
half-acre with views of Chuckatuck
Creek! Fenced yard + screen porch!
Kristin Rountree (757) 639-1886

2955 LONGSTREET LANE $94,900
Beautiful open 7+ acre lot in
quiet rural community. Ideal spot
for building your dream home!
Robert Askew (757) 288-7126
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36 AC + 18 AC LOTS ON CHERRY GROVE ROAD
Gently rolling cleared land offering privacy &
wooded in rear. Gorgeous parcels for building
your dream home!
Thomas Moore (757) 334-7069
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8552 Corinth Chapel Rd. $330,000 
68.98 acres includes 28.22 acres 
cropland and 3 ponds. Perfect 
hunting farm or weekend getaway! 
Call Thomas Moore (757) 334-7069.

203 Grove Avenue $234,900 
3 BR, 1.5 Bath well-maintained home 
in Oak Ridge. HVAC system totally 
upgraded, new water heater & more! 
Call John Rector (757) 477-3485.

387 NC 32 HWY - Sunbury $139,000 
3 BR, 1 Bath country home on 1 acre just 
minutes from VA line. New roof, large front 
porch, & huge, detached garage/workshop. 
Call Robert Askew (757) 288-7126.

1536 Overbrook Ave. - Chesapeake $219,900 
3 BR, 2 Bath vinyl sided ranch on 
corner lot! Converted garage can 
be 4th bedroom or den. Call Tricia 
Miller (757) 651-5183.

3663 Indian Trail $674,900
3 BR, 2.5 bath custom-built home on 13.4 
partially cleared acres. Open �oor plan with 
massive kitchen, hardwood �oors, private FROG, 
& more! Call Leigh Anne Parks (757) 676-9790.
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

A statewide non-profit 
special education advoca-
cy organization has opened 
an office in North Suffolk 
to help support families 
throughout the region and 
the state. 

The Parent Educational 
Advocacy Training 
Center’s Hampton Roads 
office opened last October 
at 1510 Breezeport Way, 
Suite 300, in the Harbour 
Breeze Professional Center, 
after previously operating 
in the region in a home-

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Eight buildings and 57 
of the 113 units at the Eagle 
Landing apartments have been 

completely renovated, while 
another seven are in various 
stages of renovation, a Suffolk 
Redevelopment and Housing 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Let’s just chill about the 
snow already. 

More will come, and it will 
leave the region with some 

bone-chilling cold behind it, 
according to National Weather 
Service Wakefield meteorolo-
gist Roman Miller, but how 
much remains to be determined 
by a low-pressure system rid-
ing up the East Coast. 

Temperatures will drop 
during the day Friday as the 
storm moves in, with rain com-
ing before it shifts to snow 
Friday evening and continues 
snowing into early Saturday. 
By the time the storm moves 

up the coast, temperatures in 
the region will drop and by 
Saturday evening will be as low 
as they have been all season. 

How close the system gets to 
the coast will affect the amount 
of snow and the wind in Suffolk 

and the Western Tidewater 
region, Miller said. 

The closer the storm sys-
tem is to the coast, the more 
snow and higher winds that will 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The Planning Commission 
unanimously gave its backing 
to the city’s 10-year Capital 
Improvement Program and Plan. 

The plan, which goes from fis-
cal year 2023 to 2032, now goes 
to City Council, which will get 
its first official look at it during 
its Feb. 5 meeting. It has a five-
year total of more than $371.4 
million in projects, though only 
the first-year allocations in the 
plan move forward to the city’s 
budgeting process.

The first year of the plan calls 
for more than $59.3 million 
in spending — $44 million of 
that coming from the general 
government fund, nearly $9.3 
million from the public utili-
ties fund, nearly $5.5 million 
from the stormwater fund and 
$500,000 from the information 
technology fund. The city pro-
poses issuing $29.9 million in 
general obligation bonds in the 
first year, and is expected to 
issue at least $29.5 million in 
bonds over the next four years 
after that as the city looks to 
preserve its AAA bond rating.

City Finance Director Tealen 
Hansen, who presented the plan 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

A Suffolk man was injured 
in a Franklin shooting on 
Tuesday.

Franklin Police Department 

responded to several calls 
reporting shots fired on 
Dorchester Street in the early 
morning of Jan. 25, and the 
department reported having 

Oh sNOw! It’s going to blow

Planning 
Commission 
backs CIP

BY RACHEL AUSTIN 
STAFF WRITER

Two young Suffolk dancers participated in the 
Youth America Grand Prix Ballet Competition 
against dancers from across the country and 
around the world.

Hannah Paige, 15, and Reagan Hammond, 
16, are two high school students who take 
dance classes at Dynamic Movements School of 
Performing Arts located in the Bennett’s Creek 
Shopping Center on Bridge Road. The girls 

Dancers participate in elite competition

Suffolk man 
injured in shooting

Public housing project 
moves forward

Special education advocacy 
organization opens in North Suffolk

See SNOW, 7

See CIP, 12

See DANCERS, 7

See SHOOTING, 5

See HOUSING, 11 See ADVOCACY, 12

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

From left, Kendra Wormley, Ros’Lynne Colen, Keri Peko, Diana Burlingame, 
Andersen Guske and Tina Norris work with the Parent Educational Advocacy 
Training Center’s Hampton Roads office at 15100 Breezeport Way, Suite 300 in 
the Harbour Breeze Professional Center in North Suffolk.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Hannah Paige, pictured, and Reagan 
Hammond took part in the Youth America 
Grand Prix Ballet Competition on Jan. 26 
through 30 in Atlanta, Ga.

Bulldogs holding 
steady undefeated  

Community 
Calendar  
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Walters Outdoor Power Equipment

Hours: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8-5 • Wed, Sat 8-12 
waltersoutdoorpowerequipment.com • waltersoutdoor@gmail.com 

Halfway between Windsor & Franklin on Hwy. 258 • 757-562-4760

Priority Service when you buy from us

 Whether battery-powered or fuel-powered, 
Stihl saws & blowers will help you clean up 
debris a�er any kind of weather or storm.  

Various sizes of saws available.

Thanks for voting Lake Prince Woods Local’s Choice 2021!

Lake Prince Woods!
Call today to schedule a preview of our community

757-923-5500  • 100 Anna Goode Way, Su�olk, Virginia  • www.lakeprincewoods.org

An award winning senior living community in 
Su�olk o�ering a continuum of services:

Residential Living • Transitional Rehabilitation
Memory Support • Home Health

Assisted Living • Hospice

competed at the Youth 
America Grand Prix 
Ballet Competition from 
Jan. 26-30 in Atlanta, Ga. 

“I’m so excited and 
can’t wait to perform and 
compete,” said Hannah. 
“I am a mix of nervous 
and excited to see the 
dancers and have the 
exposure.” 

Hannah is a sopho-
more at Churchland High 
School in Chesapeake 
and in her second year 
of Governor’s School for 
the Arts. She has danced 
since she was 2 years old 
but has only done ballet 
for the past seven years. 
Hannah performed in 
both the classical and the 
contemporary category, 
which is her first time 
doing so.

“This is a step out of 
the box for me,” said 
Hannah. 

Reagan is a junior at 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy who has been 
dancing since she was 
3 years old. She per-
formed only in the clas-
sical category to “Aurora 
Variation” from Act II of 

“Sleeping Beauty.”
“I am very excited and 

very grateful to be able to 
go,” said Reagan. “I went 
last year, but I feel more 
prepared this year. It’s a 
good opportunity to show 
how I’ve learned and 
grown since last year.”

This competition takes 
place all over the world 
as young dancers com-
pete for scholarships, job 
opportunities and recog-
nition at an international 
level. The girls had the 
chance to dance in front 
of a panel of judges made 
up of teachers and profes-
sionals. After the compe-
tition, these judges teach 
a masterclass to help the 
students perfect their 
dancing. 

Both girls put together 
their solo routines with 
the help of Shomaree 
Potter, the ballet director 
in Dynamic Movement’s 
Pre-Professional Ballet 
Company. Potter selected 
the girls to compete based 
on their technique, execu-
tion, musicality, coordi-
nation and artistry. 

“I’m excited to per-

form and show what I can 
do,” said Reagan. “I’ve 
not been able to perform 
like normal because of 

COVID-19 and many the-
aters not open. So I’m 
very excited to perform 
again and do what I do.”

Dancers: Participating in competition
Continued from page 1

come. If it passes by the 
southeast Virginia coast 
further offshore, snowfall 
totals will be lower and 
the winds will not be as 
strong. 

Currently, there’s a 
winter storm watch for 
the region and a 70% to 
80% chance that the city 
will see at least 2 inches 
of snow, he said, with a 
forecast of between 4 and 
6 inches. 

“That’s subject to 
change as the exact track 
of the low is going to play 
a huge role in how much 

snow we’re going to get,” 
Miller said. “If it’s further 
offshore, we’ll get less 
snow. And if it’s closer to 
the coast, there could be 
more snow.”

Winds will be sus-
tained at 15 to 25 mph, 
with gusts of between 30 
to 35 mph, and up to 
40 mph. Temperatures 
during the day Saturday 
are not expected to rise 
above freezing, and lows 
Saturday night and early 
Sunday morning are fore-
casted to be between 10 
and 15 degrees. Sunday’s 

high is forecast to be 34 
with a low of 20 Sunday 
night, and Monday, tem-
peratures are expected to 
reach near 44. 

“We’re looking at a 
coastal storm that we 
expect to develop late 
Friday and then Friday 
night into Saturday as it 
moves up the coast, off-
shore,” Miller said. “It 
will remain offshore at 
this time, but we think 
it will be at least close 
enough that it will be 
able to push over the area 
beginning Friday evening 

and then continuing into 
Saturday.”

It’s unclear how long 
into Saturday the storm 
will linger. Miller said 
that depends on the track 
of the storm.

Miller said their differ-
ent models are not han-
dling this system particu-
larly well. 

“We’re seeing large 
discrepancies between 
different models and even 
with each run,” Miller 
said, “which is giving us 
lower than normal confi-
dence.”

Snow: More winter weather on the way
Continued from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Hannah Paige and Reagan Hammond, above, took part in the 
Youth America Grand Prix Ballet Competition on Jan. 26 through 
30 in Atlanta, Ga.
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Massimo Zanetti Beverage 
USA will invest $29.1 million 
to consolidate and expand its 
roasting operations in Suffolk, 
creating 79 jobs. 

Gov. Glenn Youngkin made 
the announcement Monday, 
saying it reinforces that 
Virginia, which beat out New 
Jersey for the project, is a prime 
location for international busi-
nesses. The Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership 
worked with the city, the 
Hampton Roads Alliance and 

the Port of Virginia to help 
bring the project to the state. 

The governor approved 
a $450,000 grant from the 
Commonwealth’s Opportunity 
Fund to assist the city with the 
project, and the company is 
eligible to receive benefits from 
the Port of Virginia’s Economic 
and Infrastructure Development 
Zone Grant Program.

“Massimo Zanetti Beverage 
USA’s continued expansion in 
Virginia speaks volumes about 
the business climate, infra-
structure, and top-notch talent 
found in the City of Suffolk 
and the region,” Youngkin said 

in a statement. “Food and bev-
erage processing is Virginia’s 
second-largest manufacturing 
sector and one of our fast-
est-growing industries, thanks 
to investments by corporate 
partners like MZB-USA.”

City and company officials, 
with Massimo Zanetti himself 
in attendance, cut the ribbon 
on a new 355,933-square-foot 
distribution center in Equus 
Capital Partners’ Virginia Port 
Logistics Park off of U.S. Route 
58 in March, four months after 
it opened. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

A developer has asked for 
nearly 65 acres near Shoulders 
Hill Road in North Suffolk to 
be rezoned to allow for 131 sin-
gle-family homes. 

Following a June 21 public 
hearing before the Planning 
Commission, it is one step clos-
er to that goal, as the com-
mission voted 4-3 to allow the 
rezoning after a motion to deny 
it failed on a 4-3 vote. City 
Council will hold its own public 
hearing July 20. 

The homes would be built on 
45.2 acres near Bennett’s Creek 
and the Quaker Neck neigh-
borhood and include pedestrian 
walkways and outdoor ame-
nities that would incorporate 
views of Bennett’s Creek and is 
within walking distance of the 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Christian 
Academy plans to move 
its upper school students to 
First Baptist Church Suffolk, 
pending approval of a condi-
tional use permit. 

The Planning Commission, 
by a 7-0 vote, gave its 
endorsement of the permit 
following a public hearing. 
City Council will hold a 
public hearing on the permit 

Brewing more jobs
Massimo Zanetti announces $29.1 M expansion of roasting plant

BY FAITH REDD
STAFF WRITER

Metropolitan Funeral 
Service invested more than 
$1 million into renovations 
of the old Division of Motor 
Vehicles office in Suffolk to 
ready its fourth location to 
open June 17.

The company also pur-

chased the neighboring five 
acres of land along Moore 
and Finney streets for this 
latest expansion.

The business has been 
family- and friend-owned 
and operated since 1996, 
with three other locations – 
two in Norfolk and one in 
Portsmouth. Metropolitan 
celebrates 56 years of service 

June 27 .
Norfolk Mayor Kenny 

Alexander has been 
Metropolitan’s president 
since 1992. Alexander 
obtained his funeral direc-
tor and embalmers license in 
1987 to begin working with 
his father, previous owner 
of Metropolitain. Alexander 
took over the business after 

the death of his father.
Metropolitan is a compre-

hensive one stop full ser-
vice funeral service where 
they can arrange everything 
under one roof, Alexander 
said. Services include a 
homegoing service, floral 

Suffolk has a new funeral home

Rezoning 
would add 

131 homes to 
North Suffolk

SCA plans return of students
to First Baptist Church Suffolk

See JOBS, 7

See HOMES, 12

See CHURCH, 12See SHOOTING, 12

See FUNERAL, 7

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Two men were shot and mul-
tiple vehicles were damaged 
as gunfire broke out Friday 
night at the 7-Eleven in the 
6400 block of Hampton Roads 
Parkway.

In a news release, Suffolk 
police said that “gunfire erupt-
ed between two groups” around 

10:38 p.m.
Both wounded men fled the 

scene on foot to the College 
Square neighborhood, where 
they were located at a resi-
dence in the 6100 block of 
Brookwood Drive. They were 
treated at the scene by Suffolk 
Fire and Rescue, then trans-
ported to a local hospital.

Two men wounded 
at 7-Eleven 

in North Suffolk

FILE PHOTO 

Massimo Zanetti Beverage announced a $29.1 million investment to consolidate 
and expand its operations in the city, creating 79 jobs.

FAITH REDD/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Metropolitan Funeral Service has opened 
in the former DMV building.



WWW.SUFFOLKNEWSHERALD.COM WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, 2022 | PAGE 7

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 6/30/22. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See 
your dealer for details.  ©2022 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2022

$500 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

186 E. Washington St.
757-539-3355  carterfurniture.biz 

Visit us on Facebook or
our website to

see our new arrivals.

Store-wide savings, featuring in stock items,
clearance items, and custom orders. Save on 

the new fashions for every room of your home.

SALE

www.vahealthy.org/meningitis

COME JOIN US FOR 
VIRTUAL SERVICES ON SUNDAY

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
To view a live stream

of Sunday Service
www.MetropolitanBaptist1.org

Regular Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 AM

NOW OFFERING TELEPHONE SERVICE ON SUNDAY - FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AND WORSHIP SERVICES. (757) 539-2696

arrangements, obituaries, 
memorials and memorial 
bookmarks, limousines, 
catering, prayer cards and 
arranging for the final dis-
position. Following the 
services, they also pro-
vide certificates, permits 
and insurance paperwork.

The business first 
expanded in 1999 to the 
corner area of Norfolk, 
where they then opened a 
new location in Berkeley 
in 2008. In 2010, the 
Portsmouth location 
became their third loca-
tion. Their newest addi-
tion opened in Suffolk 
June 17.

When deciding on the 
location, there was push-
back from the community 
about the size and area 
of the first proposed site, 
according to Brandon 
Randleman, Suffolk com-
munity advocate.

Randleman attended 
the city council meeting 
in 2015 and advocated for 
the old proposed location 
on Washington Street. 
His perspective for advo-
cating was to be fair to 
Alexander after he agreed 
to make the changes the 
community asked, he 
said.

“I’m happy to see that 
the business has made its 
way into the community,” 
Randall said. “The funer-
al home has a reputable 
reputation throughout the 
Hampton Roads area. 
I hope that Kenny and 
his staff will contribute 
to the downtown Suffolk 
area and to other organi-

zations”
Alexander later decided 

to change locations and 
decided on the Holladay 
Street location in hopes of 
seeing a spur in economic 
development after speak-
ing with stakeholders and 
the community. He said 
he saw this happen at the 
Berkeley location.

“  We are very involved 
in charities, in commu-
nity engagement to help 
grow and support com-
munity charities, foun-
dations and nonprofit,” 
Alexander said. “We’re 
very involved in all our 
locations in the commu-
nity. We’re Community 
oriented.”

Metropolitan Funeral 
Services has three dis-
tinguishing qualities that 
differentiate them from 
other services, according 
to Alexander. The first 
is building investments 
and its visual appeal. 
Second is the professional 
staff, many of whom are 
licensed funeral directors. 
Third, he said, is innova-
tion and technology. The 
funeral home offers fil-
ing of vital records elec-
tronically, live streams 
of services, designing of 
a website and electronic 
memorial tributes.

“We’re small enough to 
know you, large enough 
to serve you,” Alexander 
said.

Getting the new loca-
tion up and running has 
been about five years in 
the making. Alexander 
obtained all the necessary 

permits such as zoning, 
building, occupancy, and 
approvals from inspec-
tions, city council and 
the planning commission. 
The city of Suffolk was 
great to deal with, he said.

The renovation pro-
cess began shortly after 
acquiring approvals and 
during COVID-19. Many 
of the laborers called out 
of work, but they were 
“resilient” and “forged 
through it” to get to 
completion, according to 
Alexander.

All investments made 
were private, but Town 
Bank was a great partner, 
Alexander said. 

Local contractors were 
hired, materials were pur-
chased from local hard-
ware stores, and they 
used local vendors for the 
project. Alexander plans 
to hire local residents to 
help manage the facility.

Many structural chang-
es were made to the old 
building. Contractors 
did not use any exist-
ing plumbing, electri-
cal, mechanical systems, 
flooring, ceiling, insula-
tion or tile, Alexander he 
said.

“It’s actually a brand 
new building,” Alexander 
said. “What we ended up 
building was a brand new 
building.”

A meet and greet with 
an open house is planned 
for early July. Tours and 
information will be avail-
able along with refresh-
ments and favors.

Metropolitan Funeral 

Services plans to  con-
tinue its expansion. A 
new location is expect-
ed to open in spring 
2023 at Virginia Beach. 
Alexander does not plan 
on providing services 
outside of Virginia, but 
he and a few other staff 
members do hold licenses 
in North Carolina.

Funeral: Facility like new with renovations
Continued from page 1

Jobs: Facility to serve as East Coast distribution center
Continued from page 1

The facility serves as 
the Italian company’s East 
Coast distribution center 
and e-commerce fulfill-
ment site, and is touted 
as a strategic investment 
in its distribution opera-
tions for multiple coffee 
brands. 

State Secretary of 
Commerce Caren Merrick 
praised the deal, saying 
the state is proud that the 
company’s global brand 
continues its upward tra-
jectory in the city and 
region. 

The company’s U.S. 
president and CEO, John 
Boyle, said the decision 
to invest further in its 
Suffolk facility “fits with 
our long-term strategic 
goals to continue to invest 
in Hampton Roads.”

“Our proximity to 
major transit lanes and the 
Port of Virginia, one of 
the largest coffee ports in 
the country,” Boyle said, 
“further enhances our 
position and allows for 
continued growth while 
adding to the economic 
vitality of the area.”

The company had 
already invested $17.5 
million in the distribu-
tion center and another 
$800,000 in equipment 
when it announced in 
June 2020 that it would 
build its facility. 

“Our city’s prospering 
food and beverage pro-
cessing industry is high-
lighted by MZB-USA’s 
continued support and job 
creation in the Suffolk 
community,” said Mayor 

Mike Duman. 
Hampton Roads 

Alliance President and 
CEO Douglas Smith 
said with the company’s 
corporate headquarters, 
roasting operations and 
distribution center all in 
the city, it serves as a cor-
nerstone of the region’s 
growing food and bever-
age industry. Its roasting 
operations and corporate 
headquarters are 10 miles 
away off Wilroy Road.

Virginia Port Authority 
CEO and Executive 
Director Stephen 
Edwards said the compa-
ny’s decision to expand 
in the city highlights the 
state’s pro-business envi-
ronment and the support 
jobs created by the port 
market. 

“Our goal is to help 
Massimo Zanetti capital-
ize on our performance 
and grow its business,” 
Edwards said. 

Support for the com-
pany’s job creation will 
come through the Virginia 
Talent Accelerator 
Program, a workforce 
initiative started by the 
state’s economic develop-
ment partnership, work-
ing with the Virginia 
Community College 
System and other higher 
education partners. 

The program, launched 
in 2019, provides recruit-
ment and training services 
fully customized to how it 
operates and comes at no 
cost to the business.

FAITH REDD/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Renovations have been made to the interior of the building.
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