
Smith� eld, Va. 23430www.Smith� eldTimes.com

SECOND FRONT
Smithfi eld Assembly of God enter-

tained youngsters with a SpringFest 
on the church grounds on South 

Church Street Saturday. We were 
there and got lots of photographs.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“As rates go up, it’s not going to create less de-
mand, but it will change the ‘buying power’ and it 
will force most buyers to move down in the pricing 
brackets.”

Volume 103 Number 16 Wednesday, April 20, 2022 75 cents

— Smithfi eld Realtor Jay Hassell
On the effect of rising interest rates for homebuyers
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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The Isle of Wight County Museum hosted two 
sessions during last week’s Isle of Wight County 
Parks and Recreation’s Spring Break camp. One 
session was held at the Windsor Town Center, 
another at Carrollton’s Nike Park. Each session 
highlighted the history of pork in America and 
in Isle of Wight County. Participants learned the 
process behind meat preservation, ham, salt pork 
and this area’s history with hogs. Campers made 
their own pig craft (top left), sampled a ham spread 
recipe from the 1950s and learned about the phrase 
“everything but the squeal.” Putting the finishing 
touches on their crafts are Ethan Cutler, above, and 
Johanna Freeman, left. See more photos on Page 
11 (Submitted photos). 

A hog-wild time
By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Replacing Westside Elementa-
ry with a new middle school has 
been deferred to the 2025-26 fiscal 
year in Isle of Wight County’s 
proposed 10-year capital improve-
ments program.

The county has budgeted 
roughly $38 million for the proj-
ect, though the actual cost could 
be nearly 75% higher according 
to Isle of Wight County Schools’ 
latest estimates.

Jeff Harris, co-director of 
RRMM Architects’ K-12 design 
studio, quoted Isle of Wight’s 
School Board a price of $66.4 mil-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A $35,000 “equity audit,” 
which Isle of Wight County 
Schools had hoped to com-
plete by the end of February, 
is paused.

IWCS had contracted with 
Dr. Valaida Wise Consulting 
LLC in 2021 to produce a 
report that — in the words 
of the proposal Wise submit-
ted — was to “illuminate the 
school system’s history and 

current reality” and “make 
recommendations about prac-
tical, strategic and actionable 
next steps toward becoming 
an antiracist organization.”

Specifically, Wise pro-
posed to gather data on at-
tendance, discipline, extra-
curricular participation and 
other factors likely to impact 
a student’s performance at 
school, and then “disaggre-
gate” the data by race, gender, 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County plans to 
leave its car tax at the new, low-
ered rate of $3.90 per $100 in value, 
and leave all tax rates unchanged, 

come the start of the 2022-23 fiscal 
year on July 1.

Residents on the county’s wa-
ter system, however, can expect to 
see a 56-cent increase in the price 
per 1,000 gallons.

County Administrator Randy 

Keaton proposed a general fund 
budget of $88.9 million on April 
7 — a roughly 4.7% increase over 
the $84.2 million budgeted for the 
current year.

The change in the water rate, 
Keaton said, should amount to 

a 3.9% increase for the typical 
household that uses 5,000 gallons 
per month.

Keaton is also proposing to 
raise Isle of Wight’s water con-
nection fee from $4,000 to $4,500, 
and its sewer fee from $3,700 to 

$4,000. The fee increases, he said, 
are intended to make new hous-
ing developments on the county’s 
northern end “more completely 
pay for their share” of water and 
sewer infrastructure improve-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Planning Com-
mission has put forward a fi-
nal draft of a proposed zoning 
ordinance change that would 
allow mixed-use developments 
in town – but will delay voting 
on the matter until next month.

After debating the change 
since December, five of the com-
mission’s seven members agreed 
April 14 on the ordinance’s final 
wording.

As it stands, the revised or-
dinance would replace the cur-
rently unused “planned cor-

porate office and research dis-
trict” zoning designation with 
planned mixed-use development, 
or PMUD. The new PMUD zoning 
would allow single-family and 
multifamily homes, bed-and-
breakfast lodging, retail stores 
and other uses to coexist on a 
single parcel.

The version first proposed 
in December would have set a 
minimum lot size of five acres 
and a maximum height of 60 feet 
for any structures. The 60-foot 
height allowance would have 
been a “by right” use, meaning a 
developer who successfully peti-
tioned the Planning Commission 

and Town Council for rezoning 
to PMUD wouldn’t need to seek 
additional approval to build 
four- and five-story structures.

The April 14 draft now dou-
bles the minimum lot size to 10 
acres, and puts the “by right” 
height allowance at 35 feet, 
meaning a developer would 
need a special use permit to 
build anything taller. It also now 
requires a commercial compo-
nent, and moves the proposed 
waivers of parking and loading 
requirements, floor area ratio 
regulations, yard requirements, 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County is the latest area 
locality to end recycling services.

According to County Adminis-
trator Melissa Rollins, Surry was 
recently “caught off guard” when 
its staff tried transporting recy-
clables to Waste Management’s 
Atlantic Waste Disposal site in 
Sussex County, but was turned 
away.

Surry has since removed the re-
cycling containers from the coun-
ty’s Goodson Path and Pineview 
Road solid waste collection sites.

No tax increases in IW budget

Postpone 
Westside?

Surry 
ends 

recycling

IWCS pauses 
‘equity audit’

Smithfield mixed-use zoning 
ordinance set for May vote

• See BUDGET, p. 7

• See WESTSIDE, p. 7

• See RECYCLING, p. 8

• See ZONING, p. 7

• See AUDIT, p. 8
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ISLE OF WIGHT FAIR GUIDE
Residents of Isle of Wight County should watch their 
mailboxes later this week for a copy of our annual Fair 
Guide, 40 pages packed with everything you need to 
know about the upcoming county fair. 
Non-Isle of Wight residents can request a copy by email-
ing info@smithfi eldtimes.com.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Hollywood has portrayed the law enforcement K-9 
as … the ‘bite dog.’ That’s what everybody thinks 
about when they think of police K-9s. That is not 
what we are looking for here in Surry County; it 
does not make sense here.”

Volume 103 Number 36 Wednesday, September 7, 2022 75 cents

— Sheriff’s Deputy Matthew Richmond
on plans for Surry County’s fi rst K-9 unit
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We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Dressed to a T
Two dresses belonging to Everard Moore Todd, great-grandson of Mallory Todd, 
founder of the first ham curing and packing business in Smithfield, have found a 
new home at the Isle of Wight County Museum, courtesy of The Valentine museum 
in Richmond. The dresses were delivered last week by Nichol Gabor, right, the 
Nathalie L. Klaus Curator of Costume & Textiles at The Valentine, a museum 
dedicated to Richmond’s history. She is shown with Rachel Popp, curator of the 
Isle of Wight County Museum. Everard Moore Todd lived from 1855 to 1859. “We 
are pretty excited about these items,” said Jennifer England, museum director. 
“They are not slated for permanent display anytime soon as they need some 
conservation, but we do plan to show them off at a lecture in November.” The 
Nov. 21 “lunch and learn” will commemorate the museum’s 46th anniversary. 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A traffic study recommends 
that Turner Drive be “strongly 
considered” for safety improve-
ments.

According to the study by the 
engineering firm Kimley-Horn, 
an s-curve spanning from Smith-
field High School to the road’s 
connection with Scott’s Factory 
Road sees crashes two to three 
times as often as other rural 
secondary roads in Hampton 
Roads and statewide. Crashes 
that result in injuries are also 
more common on Turner Drive 
than comparable roads.

The study recommends im-
provements be “targeted to cor-
rect for roadway departure-type 
crashes,” which, according to 
Isle of Wight County Transporta-
tion Director Jamie Oliver, refer 
to crashes where a vehicle runs 
off the road.

The study proposes four op-
tions, each of which would entail 
widening the road’s travel lanes 
and shoulders.

Alternative No. 1 would wid-
en each lane to 12 feet and each 
shoulder to 3 feet at a cost of 
roughly $9.2 million. This should 
decrease crashes by roughly 49%, 
the study estimates.

Alternative No. 2 would wid-
en each lane to 12 feet and each 
shoulder to 6 feet at a cost of 
roughly $10.5 million to achieve a 
roughly 5% reduction in crashes.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A group of Smithfield residents 
has asked Isle of Wight County 
to donate land for what they’re 
touting as Virginia’s first “all-in-
clusive” bicycle park.

Andrew Gibler, Kyle Martin-
dale and Andrew Hathaway say 

they’re in the process of forming 
a nonprofit organization with the 
goal of bringing bicycle motocross 
– or BMX – to a presently unused 
portion of Nike Park in Carrollton.

The roughly 10-acre site, which 
formerly housed a Coast Guard 
antenna, would include a BMX 
trail and bleachers for spectators, 
as well as what Gibler termed a 

“pump track.”
“Think of a more condensed 

version of a BMX track where you 
don’t pedal,” Gibler explained. 
“It’s using the motion of your own 
body force to make the bike go, and 
it’s becoming very popular in a lot 
of cities.”

The site would connect to an ex-
isting mountain bike trail in Nike 

Park, which the group proposes to 
refurbish. According to Gibler, the 
proposal would make Nike Park 
the first facility in Virginia to 
offer a competition-quality, BMX 
track, pump track and mountain 
bike trail “all-inclusive” at the 
same site.

The group has put forward 
an aggressive fundraising plan, 

which calls for achieving formal 
nonprofit status by November and 
raising $5,000 to $10,000 by Dec. 31 
via hosting events on the existing 
mountain bike trail. According 
to the group, achieving this goal 
would fund a USA BMX design 
study and preliminary engineer-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County is again consid-
ering a local ordinance that would 
ban firearms in government 
buildings and parks and at public 

events with limited exceptions.
After proposing – and then can-

celing – a public hearing on the 
idea in 2021, Surry supervisors 
have set a new public hearing on 
Oct. 6 to reconsider the matter.

The proposed prohibition in-

cludes transporting or carrying 
guns, ammunition or firearm 
components in “any building or 
part of a building owned or used 
for governmental purposes,” any 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County Sheriff Carlos 
Turner is proposing to add his de-
partment’s first K-9 unit, with the 
intent of using the dog primarily 

for search and rescue operations.
According to Deputy Matthew 

Richmond, whom Turner tasked 
with researching the costs and lo-
gistics of adding a K-9 unit, Surry 
currently relies on outside agen-
cies for K-9 support, resulting in 

an average response time of two 
to four hours.

“A lot of times by then it kind 
of defeats the purpose of calling 
out a tracking K-9 because it’s 

BMX course proposed for Nike Park

By Titus Mohler
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County is one of 
the localities in Virginia with the 
highest percentage of tax returns 
claiming small business income, 
according to an analysis done by 
SmartAsset.

As noted on its website, Smart- 
Asset is an online destination for 
consumer-focused financial infor-
mation and advice that powers 
SmartAdvisor, a national mar-

ketplace connecting consumers to 
financial advisers.

The name of SmartAsset’s anal-
ysis is “Best Places for Small Busi-
ness Owners,” and Isle of Wight 
ranked No. 3 in the state within 
the category of Small Business 
Returns.

SmartAsset Public Relations 
Manager Steve Sabato explained 
that the Small Business Returns 
category measured the percentage 

Study rates IW
third statewide

for small business

Surry Sheriff’s Office 
proposes K-9 unit

Surry revives gun law proposal

Traffic study 
recommends 
Turner Drive 

improvements

• See BMX, p. 7

• See TRAFFIC, p. 7

• See K-9, p. 7

• See GUNS, p. 7 • See BUSINESS, p. 4
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SECOND FRONT
Our Voters Guide includes 
helpful information on voting 
early, as well as profi les of 2nd 
Congressional District and 
Windsor Town Council candi-
dates.

— See page 11

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“I’m not trying to take anybody’s weapons from 
them; we’re just trying to keep the weapons out-
side the building.”

Volume 103 Number 41 Wednesday, OCTOBER 12, 2022 75 cents

— Surry County Supervisor Robert Elliott
On his support for a proposal to restrict gun possession 

in government buildings
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Isle of Wight County School 
Board didn’t violate its own policy 
by voting in September to rename 
Smithfield High School’s career and 
technical education building the 
“Thornton Career Center,” school 
system officials say.

The School Board announced 
plans in June to rename the build-
ing for now-retired Isle of Wight 
County Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Jim Thornton, then made the 
change official with a 3-1 Sept. 8 
vote.

School Board Policy FFA man-
dates “no school will be named for a 
living individual.” Schools can only 
be named for individuals “who have 
been deceased for at least 10 years,” 
the policy states.

IWCS spokeswoman Lynn 
Briggs contends the renaming 
complies with the board’s policy 
since it’s only the detached CTE 
building, and not Smithfield High 
School itself, that’s being renamed.

The school system is planning a 
dedication ceremony to celebrate 
the renaming, but no date has been 
announced yet.

Thornton, who retired July 1, 
had overseen a multimillion-dollar 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A state lawsuit alleging an “un-
lawful pattern” of conduct by 
Windsor’s Police Department can 
proceed to trial, retired Judge H. 
Thomas Padrick Jr. ruled Oct. 6.

Padrick’s refusal to dismiss the 
case, as lawyers for the town of 
Windsor had requested, marks the 

latest development in Virginia’s 
first-of-its-kind case under a 2021 
state law intended to stop systemic 
civil rights violations by law en-
forcement. Earlier this year, the 
case saw a complete turnover in 
personnel and a near-total rewrite 
of its original claims.

Former Virginia Attorney Gen-
eral Mark Herring, a Democrat, had 
alleged in his December complaint 

that Windsor police had repeatedly 
engaged in “unlawful race-based 
discrimination” by disproportion-
ately stopping Black motorists. The 
December filing contended Black 
drivers had accounted for 42% of 
the WPD’s traffic stops from July 1, 
2020, through Sept. 30, 2021, though 
Black people account for only 21% 
of the town’s population, and just 
22% of Isle of Wight County’s.

Herring’s Republican successor, 
Jason Miyares, inherited the case 
in January – assigning assistant 
attorneys general Christine Lam-
brou Johnson, Todd M. Shockley 
and Brittany Sadler Berky as the 
lawsuit’s new lawyers over the next 
several months.

In August, the trio submitted 
a revised complaint that, in Pad-
rick’s words, “took race out of it” 

by removing Herring’s allegation 
and focusing instead solely on the 
events leading up to and following 
the traffic stop of Army 2nd Lt. 
Caron Nazario. The complaint 
does, however, still allege “ra-
cially-biased traffic enforcement, 
searches, seizures, detentions, and 
use of excessive force” in violation 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Town Council has 
given its approval for a new Virgin-
ia Department of Motor Vehicles 
customer service center to have 
more than three times the maxi-

mum number of parking spaces 
allowed under the town’s zoning 
ordinance.

Warren Sachs, owner of Vir-
ginia Beach-based KLS Battery 
Park Development Group LLC, had 
applied for a special use permit that 
would allow for up to 108 parking 

spaces dedicated to the new office, 
which the state would lease from 
him. The town’s zoning ordinance 
specifies one space per 150 square 
feet of gross floor area, or a max-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Jillian 
Balow contends Virginia’s 

accreditation standards are 
“unreliable” given the num-
ber of schools reaccredited 
despite having yet to return 
to their pre-pandemic pass 
rates on the state Standards 

of Learning tests.
According to Virginia De-

partment of Education data, 
1,628 public schools statewide 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Opponents of a proposed ordi-
nance that would prohibit guns in 
Surry County government build-

ings made their displeasure known 
at an Oct. 6 public hearing.

Twenty people spoke during the 
hour-long hearing, many sporting 

Suit against Windsor going to trial

IWCS says
building
naming 
didn’t

violate policy

State accreditation 
standards ‘unreliable’?

Smithfield approves DMV parking

Rain on Oct. 4 turned Smithfield’s National Night Out festivities into a night in, with activities moving to Main Street 
Baptist Church. Smithfield’s Police Department has participated in the nationwide community building campaign since 
2002. The event is intended to promote positive interactions between residents and law enforcement. It’s traditionally 
held on the first Tuesday in August. Smithfield, however, began holding the event on the first Tuesday in October in 
2021 when temperatures are cooler. Above, Emergency Medical Technician Robin Jones shows Ariasiah Hendricks 
and Jewel Giles of Smithfield the inside of an Isle of Wight County Rescue Squad ambulance.

National Night Out moves in

Surry County resident J.C. Judkins urges the Board of 
Supervisors at an Oct. 6 public hearing to reject a proposed 
ordinance that would ban guns in government buildings. 
(Photo by Stephen Faleski | The Smithfield Times)

Surry gun plan draws ire
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