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SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER & BEE

The Institute for Advanced
Learning and Research raised
$17,745 for local charities
through its annual Wreaths for
a Cause holiday program.

More than 150 guests at-
tended a Dec. 15 open house to
celebrate the holidays, enjoy
door prizes and participate
in a live and silent auction of
wreaths — all to benefit area
nonprofit organizations.

Area businesses and
organizations created and
displayed 83 wreaths in the
Institute’s atrium in honor
of a selected charity to raise
funds in the form of votes, or
donations. The public visited
the atrium from Nov. 28-
Dec. 15 to vote for wreaths
with a donation.

Each of the more than 50
charities represented retained

those funds, and the wreath
that collected the most money

— donated by Goodyear Tire
and Rubber to support United
Way of Danville-Pittsylvania
County — received a bonus of
$1,000 at the open house.

Two random drawings of all
wreaths awarded additional
$1,000 and $500 bonus awards
to participating charities: the
Claire Parker Foundation,
supported by GO TEC and
Furniture Depot, and Hope
House, supported by Wilkins
& Co. and Building Blocks
Center for Children with Au-
tism.

All wreaths were then auc-
tioned off, raising more funds
for the supported charities.

“It amazes me every year
how much our community
actively supports this annual
charitable and festive event,”
said Leslie Dobbins, vice
president of facilities and the

Institute Conference Cen-
ter. “We are honored to serve
as the facilitator and host of
these beautifully decorated
wreaths in support of our local
charities. I sincerely appre-
ciate our staff and all the area
organizations and businesses
for participating, and I deeply
value the support and engage-
ment of our community.”

At the open house, Austin
Scher, of the Danville
Otterbots, served as master of
ceremonies, and Rita Smith,
of River City Auction, served
as wreath auctioneer. All
guests had an opportunity to
win door prizes donated from
local businesses and ticket
proceeds from the event went
to the United Way of Danville-
Pittsylvania County.

Wreaths benefit charities
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Guests gather Dec. 15 at the Institute for Advanced learning and Research to celebrate the Wreaths for a Cause fundraiser.

DAVE RESS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

A 40-plus step plan to boost
Virginia’s economic development
includes Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s
call for a tighter focus on target
industries to woo and to retain,
as well as a new fund to finance
transportation projects.

The governor’s economic de-
velopment strategy released
Thursday said a recent $230 mil-
lion grant from the U.S. Treasury

will fund state efforts to help
small businesses with loans and
early stage purchases of their
stock, through an effort man-
aged by the Virginia Department
of Small Business and Supplier
Diversity and the Virginia Inno-
vation Partnership Corporation.

Youngkin said he wants to ease
regulatory and tax burdens for
Virginia small businesses and
startups. For this, he pointed to
the cost of registering new busi-
nesses with the state as well as
local governments’ business, pro-
fessional and occupational license
tax and property taxes.

He said this burden-easing ef-
fort will also involve reform of the

state’s unemployment insurance
tax.

“The Commonwealth’s eco-
nomic future stands at an inflec-
tion point,” Youngkin wrote, in-
troducing the plan.

Much of the plan includes steps
Youngkin has already announced
– but the 62-page document re-
veals some of what sparked his
$450 million budget amendment
to fast track preparation of sites
so businesses can move right in.

This spring, Virginia was in
the running for a Hyundai Mo-
tors’ electric vehicle and battery
manufacturing plant, which went

Youngkin eyes beefing up development
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Gov. Glenn Youngkin speaks Oct. 5 at the Institute for Advanced Learning
and Research, where he announced the opening of the Center for
Manufacturing Advancement and its first project there by the U.S. Navy.

CHARLES WILBORN
cwilborn@registerbee.com
434-791-7976

To say it feels like Christmas is
an understatement.

In fact, with brutal winds it
could feel as cold 15 degrees be-
low zero.

That’s why the National
Weather Service in Blacksburg
placed Danville and Pittsylvania
County under a wind chill advi-
sory until 1 p.m. Saturday.

The advisory is issued when
strong winds mix with frigid
temperatures to create “dan-
gerously cold conditions for
exposed skin,” according to the
weather service.

It’s all part of a mammoth
storm system that’s bringing
extreme cold to tens of millions
of Americans as they scurry off
to holiday destinations or out
shopping for those last-minute
Christmas gifts.

Saturday’s high temperature
in Danville is expected only to
reach the upper 20s. On Christ-
mas Day and Monday, the highs
could break the freezing mark,
but not by much.

A wind advisory was in place
until 6 p.m. Friday for gusts up
to 50 mph.

Cold.
Cold.
Cold.
Cold.

Festive decorations raise more than $17K for Dan River Region nonprofit organizations

A guest holds a wreath Dec. 15 at
an open house at the Institute for
Advanced Learning and Research.

There’s no other way
to say it as a blast of
arctic air arrives

Shovel-ready sites,
focused approach on
industries targeted

Please see WREATHS, Page A5 Please see COLD, Page A5

Please see YOUNGKIN, Page A5

Kids write to
Santa Claus
 Dan River Region students send their Christmas wishlist
to the man of the season at the North Pole. SPECIAL SECTION, INSIDE
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Coming tomorrow
Find out what’s happening at 
area churches in the religion 
calendar.

Silvestri excited to be back
Driver is returning to South Boston.  SPORTS, B1

Nitazenes found in Va.
Lab-made opioids are several times
more potent than fentanyl.  STATE, A3

Getting the lead out Suspect 
convicted 
in deadly 
shooting

JOHN R. CRANE
jcrane@registerbee.com
434-791-7987  

Lead is a terrifying element 
that can pose dangers in homes, 
especially for the children living 
in them.

That’s why the city has im-
plemented a program to help 
qualifying families eliminate 
the substance from homes built 
before 1978. 

Michael Beckner, the city’s 
Lead Safe program manager, was 
hired by the city in May to lead 
Danville’s e� orts to target the 
problem. 

“We just want to help Dan-
ville families provide the safe 
and healthy homes children 
need,” Beckner said during an 
interview in his o�  ce in the 
Municipal Building on Thurs-
day morning.

Danville will focus its lead-re-
duction e� orts on homes be-
longing to low- and moder-
ate-income residents and hous-
ing children. Families at 80% or 
less of the city’s median house-
hold income can qualify for the 
program that o� ers the services 
at no cost. 

“It’s all free of charge,” Beck-
ner said. 

The U.S. Department of Hous-

ing and Urban Development 
awarded the city $1.78 million to 
investigate possible lead hazards 
in residences in the city that were 
built before 1978.

That was the year lead in in-
terior products, including paint, 
became illegal.

The grant is for 42 months and 
covers the cost of the program, 
including Beckner’s position as 
well as a risk-assessor job that 
will be fi lled later, he said. 

Lead, when ingested by chil-
dren, has been linked to lower IQ, 

hearing loss, damaged nerves, 
abdominal pain and cramping, 
fatigue, slowed growth, anemia 
and other conditions. 

“Children will eat it and adults 
can ingest it as well when clean-
ing and the dust gets stirred up,” 
Beckner said.  

The city of Danville will assess 
up to 100 homes for lead dangers 
and get rid of the harmful sub-
stance in most of them.

City o�  cials expect to re-
mediate — remove lead danger 
— from 83 homes as a result of 

the grant, Danville Community 
Development Director Ken Gillie 
told the Danville Register & Bee 
in January. 

The city modeled its Lead Safe 
program after Roanoke’s. 

Beckner is informing numer-
ous organizations about the 
program, including the Danville 
Department of Social Services, 
Piedmont Access to Health Ser-
vices, Danville Public Schools 
and religious groups. 

Beckner inspects homes with 
an X-ray fl uorescence lead-test-
ing gun, checking and measur-
ing lead levels in multiple layers 
inside walls. The element is also 
found in old window frames. 
An outside contractor performs 
needed abatement and deeper 
inspections with more sophis-
ticated equipment when needed. 

So far, he has inspected six 
homes, with fi ve testing positive 
for lead, Beckner said. 

Though he doesn’t know how 
many homes in Danville contain 
lead, Beckner pointed out that a 
large percentage of them were 
built before 1978. The city of 
Danville has about 25,000 par-
cels, but not all of them include 
homes, he pointed out. 

Grant covers cost of program aiming to mitigate hazards found in Danville homes

JOHN R. CRANE PHOTOS, REGISTER & BEE 

Michael Beckner is Danville’s Lead Safe program manager. Danville has implemented its fi rst Lead Safe program to eliminate the danger of lead 
in families’ homes built before 1978. 

Danville Lead Safe Program Manager Michael Beckner shows the X-ray 
fl uorescence lead-testing gun at his o�  ce Thursday morning.

JOHN R. CRANE
jcrane@registerbee.com
434-791-7987   

Khaleel Rodgers, the man ac-
cused of shooting and killing 
Clarence James Martin Jr. nearly 
a year ago, was found guilty of 
manslaughter Wednesday. 

A jury found him guilty fol-
lowing a trial in Danville Circuit 
Court. The prosecution sought 
conviction for fi rst-degree mur-
der and use of a fi rearm in com-
mission of murder, but the jury 
convicted Rodgers of the lesser 
o� ense after hearing the circum-
stances of the case. 

“I totally respect it,” Dan-
ville Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Michael Newman said of the 
jury’s decision. 
“I totally under-
stand.”

The jury was 
faced with the 
fact that Mar-
tin shot Rodgers 
fi rst, Newman 
said.

“At least they 
held him [Rodg-
ers] accountable,” he said. 

Rodgers, 44, is set to be sen-
tenced Jan. 3 and faces up to 10 
years in prison. 

Martin was fatally shot on Nov. 
17, 2021, and found by police on 
the front porch of 130 Rocklawn 
Ave., along with a fi rearm, ac-
cording to search warrants.

The incident happened fol-
lowing an argument between the 
two men.

They were at a card game when 
Rodgers asked Martin to come 
outside, according to testimony. 
The two men accused each other 
of snitching on the other. Rodg-
ers took out his fi rearm and then 
Martin drew his own weapon and 
shot Rodgers fi rst. 

Rodgers returns fi re and Mar-
tin died. 

The defense argued during the 
trial that Rodgers was defending 
himself when he shot Martin. 

At about 6:30 p.m. Nov. 17, 
o�  cers were called to the 100 
block of Rocklawn Avenue after 
receiving multiple 911 calls of 

DANVILLE

Jury finds man guilty 
on a lesser o�ense 
after hearing case

Rodgers

Please see TRIAL, Page A5Please see LEAD, Page A5

Stay connected with Parks and Recreation

Search:
PlayDanvilleVA
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Get the app
Get breaking news and weather
alerts on your smartphone with
the GoDanRiver app.

Cougars beat the Hornets
First home ODAC win for Averett. SPORTS, B1

New booster shot here
Americans receive doses as experts
criticize Biden COVID remarks. NATION, A6

JOHN R. CRANE
jcrane@registerbee.com
434-791-7987

Danville Police Chief Scott
Booth was one of the top three
candidates for
the police chief
position in Au-
rora, Colorado,
before withdraw-
ing his name.

Booth, who has
been Danville’s
police chief
since February
2018, said he was
approached about a month ago

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Pittsylvania County officials
are looking for candidates in-
terested in filling a now-vacant
spot on the board of supervisors
for the Banister District until a
2023 special election can be held.

The seat opened when Jes-
sie Barksdale, vice chair of the
Pittsylvania County Board of
Supervisors, submitted his res-
ignation Sept. 13 — effective
immediately — citing personal
reasons. On Tuesday night, the
board voted to request a special
election in November 2023 to fill
the seat.

In the interim, the board is
seeking applications from peo-
ple who live in the Banister Dis-
trict. Residents who would like
to be considered for the interim

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Pittsylvania County now has a second in-
terim administrator while officials search for
a permanent leader to fill the spot.

Vaden Hunt, the attorney for the county,
steps into the temporary position follow-
ing a vote Tuesday night by the Pittsylvania
County Board of Supervisors.

Hunt takes the place of Clarence Monday,
who’s been serving as the interim county ad-
ministrator since February. Monday’s last
day was Wednesday.

County officials said Monday stepped
down because his home sold quicker than
anticipated. While he intended to sell it by
the end of the year, it sold the same day it
went on the market. That left his family
with a challenge to move while in another
state.

Monday submitted his letter of resignation
last month in what a news release described
as a “collaboration” with the Pittsylvania
County Board of Supervisors.

“The Board has been most supportive of
me in this role, and I have tremendously
enjoyed returning to the County and serv-
ing the Board of Supervisors, County staff,
and the citizens of this great County for the
past seven months,” Monday wrote in a news
release.

Hunt has served as the Pittsylvania County
attorney since 2011. In that role, he has been
responsible for representing the county in
most litigation matters and providing legal
guidance and counsel to the board of super-
visors and most county departments, com-
missions and boards, a news release stated.

“I am honored to step into this role on
an interim basis and help lead Pittsylvania
County during this transition period as we
look for the next Pittsylvania county admin-
istrator,” Hunt said in a statement. “I have no
desire to become the permanent county ad-

ministrator but am happy to serve the county
in this way temporarily.”

Monday took over in the interim role after
the Pittsylvania County Board of Supervi-
sors — with three new members — fired Da-
vid Smitherman at its Jan. 4 reorganizational
meeting. It was the first order of business af-

ter members elected Vic Ingram as chairman.
In looking for the next administrator, the

board of supervisors partnered with the
Berkley Group, a government consulting
firm, to perform a national search.

A formal review of applications to find
candidates for interviews was scheduled to
be conducted last week. The board is ex-
pected to interview finalists in late October
or early November, the county previously
stated.

It’s possible a selection will be made by
November.

The Danville Regional Foundation has
agreed to pay up to $25,000 of the search
costs, the county reported. The contract
with the Berkley Group is for $30,000.

A changing of the ‘interim’ guards
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Members of the Pittsylvania County Board of Supervisors present Clarence Monday with a certificate Tuesday evening for serving as interim
county administrator. Monday officially stepped down from the interim post Wednesday.

Hopefuls
sought to
fill interim
board seat

Police chief,
a finalist for
Colorado job,
to stay in city

County attorney steps into temporary role as administrator while search continues

The Pittsylvania County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday appointed county attorney Vaden
Hunt as interim county administrator.

PITTSYLVANIA
COUNTY

Resident would serve
until special election
set in November 2023

Scott Booth withdraws
name after making it
to the final top three

Booth

“I have no desire to become
the permanent county
administrator but am happy
to serve the county in this way
temporarily.”

Vaden Hunt

Please see CHIEF, Page A5

Please see BOARD, Page A5
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