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Suffolk

A Tradition of Excellence
419 WILLIAMS ROAD - SUFFOLK $224,900
3 BR, 2.5 Bath home in Nansemond
Gardens! Large kitchen, newer roof
& HVAC. FROG can be additional BR!
Leigh Anne Parks (757) 676-9790

WeGet Results 330 W Constance Road, Suffolk
home@choreyrealty.net

suffolkspecialist.com

757-539-7451

203 GROVE AVENUE - SUFFOLK $234,900
3BR, 1.5 Bath well maintained home
in Oak Ridge! HVAC recently upgraded,
new water heater, & convenient to Rt 58!
John Rector (757) 477-3485

1604 MOORES POINT RD. - SUFFOLK $219,000
2 BR, 1.5 Bath home on over a
half-acre with views of Chuckatuck
Creek! Fenced yard + screen porch!
Kristin Rountree (757) 639-1886

2955 LONGSTREET LANE $94,900
Beautiful open 7+ acre lot in
quiet rural community. Ideal spot
for building your dream home!
Robert Askew (757) 288-7126
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36 AC + 18 AC LOTS ON CHERRY GROVE ROAD
Gently rolling cleared land offering privacy &
wooded in rear. Gorgeous parcels for building
your dream home!
Thomas Moore (757) 334-7069
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416 York Street $159,900    
Duplex on large .33-acre lot. Carport 
& storage shed in rear. Excellent 
investment opportunity. Call Thomas 
Moore (757) 334-7069.

387 NC 32 HWY - Sunbury $139,000  
3 BR, 1 Bath country home on 1 acre just 
minutes from VA line. New roof, large front 
porch, & huge, detached garage/workshop. 
Call Robert Askew (757) 288-7126.

3663 Indian Trail $674,900
3 BR, 2.5 bath custom-built home on 13.4 
partially cleared acres. Open �oor plan with 
massive kitchen, hardwood �oors, private FROG, 
& more! Call Leigh Anne Parks (757) 676-9790.

27725 Garris Mill Road - Boykins $199,900  
3 BR, 2 Bath ranch nestled on 1.38 
private acres. Easy access to all of 
Hampton Roads! Call Billy Chorey 
(757) 539-7451.

203 Grove Avenue $234,900   
3 BR, 1.5 Bath well-maintained home 
in Oak Ridge. HVAC system totally 
upgraded, new water heater & more! 
Call John Rector (757) 477-3485.
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$41,631

Cheer Fund

Feb. 13
 $200 Clarence & Anita 

Riddick
$40 Anonymous
$850 Suffolk Business 

Women Inc.
$200 D.B. Bowles Jewelers
$250 Driver Contractors, Inc.
$1,000 Suffolk Business 

Women, Inc.
$25 Russell Wade
$80 Suffolk Chapter of Las 

Amigas Inc. 

Current total 
from donations: 

$41,631

BY MATTHEW HATFIELD
CORRESPONDENT

The pursuit of perfection 
continues for the K ing’s Fork 
Bulldogs boys basketball team.

Following a 76-42 triumph 
over city rival Nansemond 
R iver, the Bulldogs moved 
to 17-0 overall, marking the 
best start in program history. 
Previously, K ing’s Fork’s best 
start to a season was 9-0 during 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

R ory R ockwood said she 
wanted her artwork, “Every 
Last Drop,” to represent the 
loss of all resources and wast-
ing them. Her Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy classmate, 
K ennedy Dryden, wanted her 
poem, “Shore Invasion” to 
denote shorelines becoming 
shorter due to global warming 
and sea level rise because of 
melting glaciers. 

The two seniors ex celled 
at what they produced and 

earned best-in-show-honors, 
R ockwood taking the art award 
and Dryden the literary award, at 
the Sister Cities International’s 
33r d annual Y oung Artists and 
Authors Showcase, held after a 
year’s absence with the theme, 
Generation R escue:  Sustainable 
Water for All.  

Bruce Spiro, president of 
Suffolk Sister Cities, praised 
the roughly 150 students who 
created artwork for the show, 
saying it was wonderful to have 
the event again after a year’s 

Student artists focus 
on sustainable water

Bulldogs 
advance 
to 17-0

See ARTISTS, 9

See BULLDOGS, 7

See BOARD, 3

See TEACHER, 9See GRANT, 12

BY RACHEL AUSTIN 
STAFF WRITER

As many teachers reward 
their students with a gold star 
for a job well done, a Suffolk 
teacher received a green star for 
doing good work for the envi-
ronment. 

Each year askHR green.
org recognizes 10 teachers in 
Hampton R oads that go above 
and beyond to teach their stu-
dents to have a cleaner and 
greener impact on the environ-
ment. O ne of these winners is 

Suffolk 
teacher earns 

Green Star

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Rory Rockwood, a senior at 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy, earned 
a Best-in-Show honor in the Sister Cities 
International’s 33rd annual Young 
Artists and Authors Showcase for her 
artwork, “Every Last Drop.”

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Dominion Energy pre-
sented a $ 28,000 grant to the 
Historic O ak Lawn Cemetery 
Foundation that will go toward 
much-needed preservation work 
at the cemetery. 

A number of people, includ-
ing several foundation board 
members, descendants, City 
Manager Al Moor, Vice Mayor 

Leroy Bennett, Councilmen 
Lue Ward and LeO tis Williams, 
were in attendance for the Feb. 
9 ceremony at the cemetery, 
located on a corner lot behind 
the city’s Human R esources 
Building at 440 Market St.

“We’re honored to support the 
Historic O ak Lawn Cemetery 
in downtown Suffolk,” said 
Bonita Harris, director of media 
relations for Dominion Energy. 
“It’s important for us to remem-

ber and honor those who came 
before us, on whose shoulders 
we stand. Several local leaders 
and veterans are buried here, 
dating back to the Civil War, 
including Tuskegee Airman Lt. 
William H. Walker. They con-
tributed so much to our commu-
nity and our country.”

Hundreds of people are buried 
there, with some markers dat-
ing back to the 1800s. Among 
them are John W. R ichardson, 

president of the Phoenix  Bank 
of Nansemond, and Wiley 
H. Crocker, founder of the 
Tidewater Fair Association 
and Nansemond Development 
Corporation. Besides the com-
munity leaders, veterans who 
served in Vietnam, K orea and 
World Wars I and II are buried 
there. 

R eginald Dirtion, president 

Historic cemetery receives grant
SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Dominion Energy presented a $28,000 grant to the Historic Oak Lawn Cemetery Foundation Feb. 9 that will go toward much-needed preservation work at the 
cemetery. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Police escorted sever-
al people, including Chuckatuck 
Borough School Board rep-
resentative Sherri Story, from 
its meeting Thursday after not 

complying with a directive 
from chairwoman Dr. Judith 
Brooks-Buck to wear masks. 

The start of the work ses-
sion was delayed for 30 min-
utes as Story argued against 
a motion to remove her for 
not wearing a mask, and as 

several people in the council 
chamber of City Hall where 
the meeting took place argued 
with Brooks-Buck and told her 
they would not wear a mask. 
“O ur protocol is that we are still 
under the CDC CO VID guide-
lines that we have been follow-

ing,” Brooks-Buck said after 
gaveling in the meeting. “O ur 
mitigation strategies are still in 
place. All persons who would 
like to be a part of this meeting 
must follow those CDC guide-
lines and our mitigation proto-
cols. All persons who are not 

wearing a mask must leave this 
room. If you want some relief 
from wearing the mask, (and) 
you’re not speaking at the mic 
… you must step outside.”

After that statement, a motion 

Board meeting delayed over masks
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OptimaHealth.com

For every early morning, and every late night, we want to thank you. For the care you give and 
the love you share. You are there for our communities and each other when we need it most.

Optima Health wants to thank the incredible healthcare teams at all of the 
health systems within our network:

• Appalachian 
Regional Healthcare

• Augusta Health
• Ballad Health
• Bath Community  Hospital
• Buchanan 

General Hospital
• Bon Secours 

Mercy Health
• Carilion Clinic
• Centra Health

• Chesapeake 
Regional Healthcare

• Children’s Hospital 
of The King’s Daughters

• Children’s 
National Hospital

• Community 
Health Systems

• Duke Health
• HCA Healthcare

• Inova Health System
• LifeBrite Community 

Hospital of Stokes
• LifePoint Health
• Mary Washington 

Healthcare
• Novant Health
• Princeton 

Community Hospital
• Riverside 

Health System

• Sentara Healthcare
• TidalHealth 

Peninsula Regional
• UVA Health System
• Valley Health
• VCU Health
• Virginia 

Hospital Center

Healthcare Teams

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

A Suffolk man was sentenced 
Friday to 41 months in prison for 
a wire fraud scheme in which he 
defrauded would-be real estate inves-
tors out of approxi mately $378,000.

According to court documents, 
K ordrick Gibbons, 52, had a reputa-
tion with his co-workers and friends 
as being a savvy investor who was 
financially successful, according 
to a press release from the U .S. 
Attorney’s O ffice. From approx i-
mately 2015 through in or about 
2018, Gibbons utilized this reputa-
tion to convince his co-workers to 
“invest” in his real estate holdings 
and, in exc hange, Gibbons promised 
them lavish returns on their invest-
ments.

Gibbons claimed to invest in prop-
erties, including businesses and con-
dominiums, and that investors could 
realize 50% to 100% returns on their 
investments in as little as four to 
six months, the press release stat-
ed. Gibbons falsified documents to 
convince his investors that he had 
ownership interests in these proper-
ties. O n multiple occasions, Gibbons 
emailed the victims documents that 
were inaccurate or false to deceive 
them into thinking he was wealthy 
and had multiple income-generating 
properties, when, in fact, he did not. 

The victims stated that Gibbons 
would make exc uses as to why they 
had not yet received their money, all 
while promising that they would be 
paid. For instance, Gibbons often 
falsely suggested a bank had frozen 
his account in error or falsely assert-
ed he was battling cancer.

In total, Gibbons defrauded at 
least 13 known victims and caused 
his investors to lose approxi mately 
$378,000. 

Man 
sentenced 
for wire 
fraud

from board vice chairwoman 
Phyllis Byrum and seconded 
by K aren Jenkins to have 
Story removed from the City 
Hall council chamber where 
the meeting took place for 
failing to abide by Brooks-
Buck’s order to wear a mask 
passed 4-2, with new board 
member Heather Howell 
joining Story in voting no, 
and Jenkins abstaining. 

“Please don’t have us 
have someone take you out,” 
Brooks-Buck said after the 
vote. “Please put your mask 
on.”

Story indicated that she 
would not, and Brooks-Buck 
at that point said she would 
wait for a Suffolk Police 
officer to remove Story from 
the meeting. Brooks-Buck 
then recessed the meeting 
for 10 minutes. 

Brooks-Buck said that if 
Story put on her mask, she 
would not be removed from 
the meeting. Story said if she 
were removed, it would be 
at the board’s own risk and 
threatened a lawsuit against 
it. She called having her 
removed “a power play,” and 
that the board was prepared 
to remove her. 

“I would say that none 
of you have the authority 
to remove an elected school 
board member on the basis 
of a mask,” Story said 
prior to the vote. “We are 
not under mask mandates. 
The City Hall is not under 
mask mandates. I am not 
an employee of the School 
Board and I’m an elected 
official. None of you have 
that power to remove me 
from my seat right now for 
a mask. Y ou do that at your 
own peril, but you know 
what will happen if you do 
this and you do not have the 
power, and I’m not sure.”

Story continued to say that 
Gov. Glenn Y oungkin has 
made it optional for people 
to wear masks in public. The 
governor’s Exe cutive O rder 
2 stated that parents could 
choose whether or not to have 
their children wear a mask in 

school. An Arlington County 
Circuit Court granted seven 
school boards a temporary 
restraining order against the 
ex ecutive order, while the 
state Supreme Court refused 
to hear a claim on procedural 
issues from Chesapeake par-
ents who sued the governor 
over his exe cutive order, and 
it did not issue an opinion 
on the legality of the order. 
The state Senate voted 21-17 
on SB 739 to make mask-
ing optional for students 
in schools. The House of 
Delegates has yet to vote on 
the bill. If passed and signed 
by the governor, it would 
go into effect July 1, but 
it’s possible he could recom-
mend an emergency clause 
that would have the law take 
effect the minute he signs 
it. However, both the House 
and Senate would have to 
approve such a move. 

“I’m an elected official, 
I’m not an employee,” Story 
said. “If you want to make 
the employees and the kids 
wear a mask, you have a 
right, but you don’t have a 
right to do that to me as an 
adult, as an elected official. 
I’m not wearing a mask.”

“Then board member 
Story, you need to leave the 
meeting,” Brooks-Buck said.

“Y ou haven’t held the 
vote,” Story said. “I want to 
hear an oral vote on this.”

At that point, a voice could 
be heard in the chamber say-
ing “Thank you Ms. Story,” 
before a man could be heard 
saying he would not wear a 
mask, that he was in a public 
building and did not have to 
wear a mask, and Brooks-
Buck asking him to leave. 
She also asked Suffolk Police 
officers to escort anyone out 
of the meeting who would 
not wear a mask. Another 
man who said he would not 
wear a mask said she could 
have a Suffolk Police officer 
remove him. 

“This is City Hall, but this, 
today, is a School Board 
meeting,” Brooks-Buck 
said. “We do indeed have the 

right to run the School Board 
meeting no matter where we 
are. Y ou must leave, sir, or 
put your mask on.”

She said people, including 
Story, had a choice to wear a 
mask and stay, or to not wear 
one and leave. Brooks-Buck 
said everyone has rights, but 
that people also have a right 
to their health and safety. 

“Y our rights end where 
ours begin,” Brooks-Buck 
said. 

Another person said he had 
a medical reason to not wear 
a mask, and when Brooks-
Buck asked for such proof, 
he said he would not share 
his medical information. 

She apologized for the 
delay to the start of the work 
session. 

“We have been delayed a 
half-hour with chaos, unnec-
essary chaos,” Brooks-Buck 
said. 

Later in the meeting, 
Superintendent Dr. John B. 
Gordon III addressed the 
pending legislation in the 
General Assembly. He said 
he was unsure when the bill 
would move forward, but 
that for now, students must 
still wear a mask on the bus, 
regardless of how that bill 
turns out, because that is a 
federal law that trumps state 
law. He said the bill does not 
address staff, and all visi-
tors would still have to wear 
a mask on school property 
even should the bill pass. He 
said everyone must protect 
one another and said expo-
sure to CO VID-19 would 
only cause more disruptions 
for students and staff. 

“Students will have an 
option to wear a mask,” 
Gordon said. “Just because 
it makes it mask-optional, 
that also means it’s option-
al to continue to wear your 
mask.”

Gordon also said masks 
can still be requ ired at school 
board meetings.

“The chair of the School 
Board has the authority on 
the conditions of the meet-
ing,” Gordon said, repeat-

ing that sentence before 
adding, “I know we’ve had 
comments related to politi-
cal pieces and things of that 
nature. To us in SPS, and 
to me sitting in this seat, 
it’s not about that at all. It’s 
really about making sure that 
we don’t have anything else 
that could potentially dis-
rupt what has already been 
a disruptive two years for 
our students and our staff. 
That’s the entire basis. This 
is also part of the reason why 
our mask regulations, mask 
mandates, are actually part 
of our regulations for dress 
code. Now if adjustments 
are made, we’re going to 
make adjustments.”

He said for 99% of stu-
dents, the school division 
has not had any issues with 
them wearing masks at 
school. He said the division 
is still sending out letters for 
positive CO VID-19 cases 
and closing classrooms, 
having closed two in the 
previous two days. He said 
they are sensitive about the 
topic of wearing masks in 
schools. He said the division 
has received support from 
the vast majority of its staff, 
along with the Education 
Association of Suffolk 
and the Virginia Education 
Association. 

“O ne of the things that 
a lot of people sometimes 
don’t want to admit is that 
it’s not really about infring-
ing upon your rights, it’s 
really thinking about the 
health issues potentially, 
of the person beside you,” 
Gordon said. 

Brooks-Buck said fewer 
than five people have com-
plained to her about wearing 
masks, and said she’s had 
numerous parents and staff 
thank her for continuing the 
mask policy and keeping 
people safe in school. The 
division has ordered 40,000 
K N95 masks for SPS staff. 
She said the board would 
respect the law if and when 
it is implemented. 

Board: Superintendent addresses pending legislation
Continued from page 1

We encourage readers to submit 
news and opinion for publication. 

news@suffolknewsherald.com
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Planning Your Big Day?

Call For Pricing, Availability, and Booking (757) 774-9078
100 E. Constance Rd | Su olk, VA | www.su olkconferencecenter.com

Planning Your Big Day?
Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall

The Hilton Garden Inn Suffolk Riverfront
Has all your wedding needs covered. 

Call to speak with our Sales Specialist, today!

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

State Del. Clinton Jenkins, 
who represents Suffolk as 
part of the 76th District in 
the House of Delegates, has 
announced his intention to run 
for the newly created 17th 

District Senate seat in 2023, 
setting up a potential matchup 
with another current delegate, 
R epublican Emily Brewer. 

Jenkins, a Democrat, 
announced his candidacy in a 
recent tweet.

“Today, I am announcing 
my candidacy for the new-

ly-drawn 17th Virginia State 
Senate District,” Jenkins said. 
“We must continue to push 
forward and continue to build 
a better Virginia.”

Jenkins defeated R epublican 
Chris Jones in 2019 for the 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

A three-alarm apartment fire 
Wednesday afternoon in the 500 
block of Smith Street left a girl 

in critical condition.
She was one of two chil-

dren who were rescued from 
the burning apartment building. 
There was no word on the con-
dition of the other child. Both 

were taken to the hospital after 
being evaluated for possible 
smoke inhalation. 

O ne firefighter being treated 
for heat ex haustion has been 
released from the hospital, 

according to a news release, and 
the other two firefighters have 
been released from the hospital 
as of Friday afternoon, accord-

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Two public hearings have 
been scheduled for the Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s 

recommended preferred alter-
native for the Bowers Hill inter-
change that came about from a 
study of the area. 

BY: RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

A local organization is bring-
ing back its annual revival for 
the Suffolk community after 
taking a break due to the pan-
demic. 

T h e  S u f f o l k 
Interdenominational Ministerial 

Alliance (SIMA) will host its 
annual citywide revival at 7 
p.m. on April 27 and 28 at 
Metropolitan Baptist Church, 
125 County St. 

The theme for this year’s 
revival is “Wake U p, It’s 
R evival Time! ” Each night will 

Child in critical condition following 
Smith Street apartment fire

Public hearings set for Bowers 
Hill interchange study

Annual citywide 
revival scheduled

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Lt. Matthew Allemand and Master Firefighter Alexander Pendleton discuss the condition of the fire in an apartment building on Smith Street, Wednesday. View video 
and more photos online at www.suffolknewsherald.com

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk will receive $530,177 
to add to its Seaboard Coastline 
Trail as part of more than $5.7 
million in funding from a 
regional group’s transportation 
alternatives set-aside program. 

The city will receive the 
money for Segment III-B of 
the trail, which will ex tend 
from an endpoint of Segment 
II at Nansemond Parkway to 
Nansemond R iver High School, 
and it will be allocated for fiscal 
2023 and 2024. The total cost of 
the project is $2.27 million. 

Most recently, the city last 
May opened a 1.5-mile paved 
segment of the trail from 
Suburban Drive to Nansemond 
Parkway and held a ceremony 
in September to mark its com-
pletion.

The 10-foot wide, Americans 
with Disabilities Act-accessible 
Segment II of the trail will 
connect different parts of the 
city from the Seaboard Station 
R ailroad Museum in the central 

Seaboard 
Coastline 
Trail to 

get money

Jenkins seeks new Senate seat

FILE PHOTO 

Democrat Del. Clinton Jenkins, left, who represents the 76th District in the House of Delegates, and Republican Del. Emily 
Brewer, who represents the 64th District, could be running against one another for the newly-created 17th District state 
Senate seat. Each would have to win their party’s nomination to set up the battle of incumbents.

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

More than 800 Suffolk resi-
dents have signed a petition filed 
in the city’s Circuit Court to recall 
School Board Chairwoman Dr. 
Judith Brooks-Buck. 

The petition was filed 

Tuesday by Margaret R ankin of 
the group Suffolk Citizens for 
Accountability. A show-cause 
order for the case was issued two 
days later and a show-cause hear-
ing has been scheduled for 9: 3 0 
a.m. Friday, April 22. 

The petition alleges that 
Brooks-Buck “has knowingly, 

willingly and purposefully vio-
lated the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act, and allowed the 
City of Suffolk School Board to 
do the same, on repeated occa-
sions,” and also “repeatedly 
silenced any critic” of the board 
and the school division, “includ-
ing threatening the removal and 

arrest of citizens ex ercising their 
Constitutional rights as School 
Board members.” It also alleges 
that Brooks-Buck has cen-
sored and restricted other board 
members from q uestioning her 
actions, and “has deflected her 
own responsibility for the School 
Board’s failures.”

It said Brooks-Buck’s actions 
“constitute a neglect of duty, mis-
use of office, and incompetence in 
the performance of her duties as a 
school board member,” resulting 
in “a material adverse effect upon 
the conduct of her office, the 

Petition seeks school chair’s recall
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Suffolk School Board and 
the Suffolk School division 
as a whole.”

Brooks-Buck has public-
ly defended herself against 
the recall effort. 

“There have to be 
grounds for a recall,” 
Brooks-Buck said at the 
board’s Jan. 4 organiza-
tional meeting. “And since 
the announcement was 
attempted to be public at 
a most inappropriate time, 
both at (City) Council and 
at this meeting, apparently 
there have to be legal rea-
sons for a recall. There are 
none.”

In a guest column for 

the Suffolk News-Herald 
in January, Brooks-
Buck wrote, in part, that 
“the Nansemond and 
Whaleyville Boroughs are 
diverse communities that 
represent all segments 
of Suffolk. The citizens 
understand the issues. 
Almost 12,000 people 
from the two boroughs 
voted in a free and fair 
election. Those individuals 
voted their incumbents in 
for a third and a fourth 
term, respectively. They 
know who they want to 
represent them. The most 
visible leaders of the anon-
ymous movement do not 

appear to live in the two 
boroughs that are under 
attack. “Incumbent leaders 
have simply been targeted. 
This is the time to take a 
position, whether or not it 
is ‘safe, popular, or polite.’ 
The Suffolk School Board 
has to make decisions for 
thousands of children, 
families and employees in 
the middle of a pandem-
ic. Pitiful, partisan, power 
plays consume unneces-
sary time and energy.”

Circuit Court Judge 
Matthew Glassman has 
recused himself from hear-
ing the case. Carl Eason 
Jr., chief judge of the Fifth 

Judicial District, has des-
ignated Lawson Wayne 
Farmer, another Fifth 
Circuit judge, to conduct 
all the hearings in the case. 

The show-cause order 
states that Brooks-Buck 
has the right to demand a 
jury trial should the recall 
go to trial. 

Brooks-Buck was first 
elected as the Nansemond 
Borough representative 
on the board in 2012, was 
reelected without opposi-
tion in 2016 and again won 
re-election in 2020 over 
challenger Andy Hilton 
with 58.7% of the 7,084 
votes cast. 

Any recall petitions must 
be signed by registered vot-
ers totaling at least 10% of 
the number of votes cast 
in the last election for the 
office that the person holds. 
For Brooks-Buck, the 10% 
threshold is 708 or 709, 
based on the total votes cast 
in Brooks-Buck’s 2020 
race against Hilton. 

The group has also initi-
ated a recall against board 
Vice Chairwoman Phyllis 
Byrum, who represents the 
Whaleyville Borough, but 
no petition has yet been 
filed in that effort in Suffolk 
Circuit Court. Petitioners 
need at least 485 signatures 

to be able to file a recall 
petition against Byrum in 
Circuit Court.  

State law allows for 
a circuit court, once it 
receives a recall petition, to 
“remove any elected offi-
cer or officer who has been 
appointed to fill an elective 
office, residing within the 
jurisdiction of the court” 
for a number of reasons, 
including neglect of duty, 
misuse of office or incom-
petence in the performance 
of duties,” which is the 
apparent reason the group 
is looking to recall Brooks-
Buck and Byrum.

Recall: Brooks-Buck won reelection in 2020 over challenger Andy Hilton
Continued from page 1

The following information 
comes directly from the City of 
Suffolk Department of Media 
and Community Relations.

APRIL 8
Concealed weapon, Carolina 

Road
Hit and run, Respass Beach 

Road
Simple assault, Nansemond 

Parkway
Recovered stolen property, 

Bob House Parkway 
Disorderly conduct, Kenyon 

Road
Animal bite, Kensington 

Boulevard
Lost or stolen, Wigneil Street
Simple assault, Godwin 

Boulevard
Lost or stolen, Beamons Mill 

Trail
Identity theft, Robin Lane
Simple assault, Nansemond 

Parkway
Simple domestic assault, 

Godwin Boulevard
Nonreportable offenses, 

Commercial Lane
Simple domestic assault, 

Holland Road
Simple assault, North Capital 

Street/Clarys Drive
Animal bite, West Washinton 

Street
Simple assault, Nansemond 

Parkway
Simple domestic assault, 

Boat Street
Credit card/ATM fraud, 

Simons Drive
Simple assault, Nansemond 

Parkway
Credit card/ATM fraud, 

Simons Drive
Simple domestic assault, 

North Shore Drive
Hit and run, Bridge Road/

Western Freeway
Simple domestic assault, 

Kings Grant Circle
Concealed weapon, East 

Washington Street
Shooting into an occupied 

dwelling, Bradford Drive
Missing person, East 

Washington Street

APRIL 9
Possess cocaine, Suburban 

Drive
Falsely identify self to law 

enforcement, Portsmouth 
Boulevard
Petit larceny, Tree Lane
Lost property, North Main 

Street
Runaway juvenile, Smalleys 

Dam Circle
All other fraud, Apple Wood 

Court
Simple domestic assault, 

Kilby Avenue
Sexual battery, location 

withheld
Natural death, Golden Sunset
Nonreportable offenses, 

Godwin Boulevard
Nonreportable offenses, 

Pughsville Road
Brandishing a firearm, 

Godwin Boulevard
Destruction of property, 

Rabey Farm Road
Shoplifting larceny, College 

Drive
Natural death, Lucerne 

Avenue
Simple domestic assault, 

Pruden Boulevard
Concealed weapon, 

Portsmouth Boulevard
Hit and run, Holland Road
Identity theft, Summer 

Garden Place

APRIL 10
Simple assault, Commerce 

Street
Aggravated assault, Harbour 

View Boulevard
Lost or stolen, Jasmine Lane
Simple assault, Lee Hall 

Avenue
Armed robbery, West 

Washington Street
Attempted suicide, Mckinley 

Avenue
Assault of a police officer, 

Culloden Street
Elude police, East 

Washington Street
Drug/equipment violations, 

Pinner Street
City report property damage, 

Sleepy Hole Road
Destruction of property, 

Battery Avenue
Brandishing a firearm, 

University Boulevard
Counterfeiting, Bridge Road
Motor vehicle theft, Camelia 

Drive
Lost or stolen, Cheshire Drive
False information to police, 

North 7th Street
Petit larceny, Bosley Avenue
Check forgery, Harbour View 

Boulevard
Drug overdose, North Main 

Street
Aggravated assault, Grandby 

Street
Lost or stolen, Boyton Place
Simple domestic assault, 

Nansemond Parkway
Weapon law violations, Lake 

Kennady Drive/White Marsh 
Road
Hit and run property damage, 

North Main Street
Natural death, Blythewood 

Lane

APRIL 11
Hit and run, Holland Road
City report property damage, 

Gene Bolton Drive
Recovered stolen auto, 

Holland Road
Simple domestic assault, 

Ainslie Road
Nonreportable offenses, 

Godwin Boulevard
Animal bite, Pitchkettle Point 

Circle
Hit and run, Holland Road
Hit and run, North Main 

Street
Nonrepotable offenses, 

Nansemond Parkway
Destruction of property, 

Central Avenue
Simple domestic assault, 

Pebble Creek Drive
Petit larceny, Harbour View 

Boulevard

APRIL 12
Weapons law violations/

discharge firearm in dwelling, 
Kinsley Lane
Petit larceny, Hampton Roads 

Parkway
Indecent exposure, Lakeview 

Court
Animal bite, Mineral Spring 

Road
Hit and run, Bridgeport Way
City report property damage, 

West Military Highway
Bomb threat, Deer Path Road

Petiot larceny, North Main 
Street
Possession of marijuana, 

First Avenue
Identity theft, Teton Circle
Petit larceny, East 

Washington Street
Natural death, Manning Road
Elude police, Smith Street
Animal bite, Nansemond 

River Dirve
Simple assault, Berkshire 

Boulevard
Petit larceny, University 

Boulevard
Possession of stolen vehicle, 

Portsmouth Boulevard
Simple domestic assault, 

Litton Lane
Simple assault, Towspoint 

Road
Simple domestic assault, 

Mckinley Avenue
Elude police, North Main 

Street
Simple assault, Wexford Drive

APRIL 13
Concealed weapon, 

Turlington Road/Kilby Shores 
Drive
Threaten bodily harm, 

Corporate Lane
Lost or stolen, Harbour View 

Boulevard
Simple domestic assault, 

Mckinley Avenue
Grand larceny, Holland Road
Recovered stolen property, 

Freeman Avenue
Natural death, Golden Sunset 

Lane
Motor vehicle theft, Eat 

Washington Street
Indecent exposure, 

Pitchkettle Road
Animal bite, Forest Glen Drive
Larceny of a firearm, 

Bradford Drive
Simple domestic assault, 

West Washington Street
Nonreportable offenses, 

Northbrooke Avenue
Drug overdose, North Main 

Street
Possession with intent to 

distribute marijuana, East 
Washington Street

Nonreportable offenses, 
Godwin Boulevard
Simple assault, Pughsville 

Road
Simple assault, East 

Washington Street
Shoplifting larceny, College 

Drive
Theft of motor vehicle, 

Pebble Creek Court

Police Reports
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A Tradition of Excellence
419 WILLIAMS ROAD - SUFFOLK $224,900
3 BR, 2.5 Bath home in Nansemond
Gardens! Large kitchen, newer roof
& HVAC. FROG can be additional BR!
Leigh Anne Parks (757) 676-9790

WeGet Results 330 W Constance Road, Suffolk
home@choreyrealty.net

suffolkspecialist.com

757-539-7451

203 GROVE AVENUE - SUFFOLK $234,900
3BR, 1.5 Bath well maintained home
in Oak Ridge! HVAC recently upgraded,
new water heater, & convenient to Rt 58!
John Rector (757) 477-3485

1604 MOORES POINT RD. - SUFFOLK $219,000
2 BR, 1.5 Bath home on over a
half-acre with views of Chuckatuck
Creek! Fenced yard + screen porch!
Kristin Rountree (757) 639-1886

2955 LONGSTREET LANE $94,900
Beautiful open 7+ acre lot in
quiet rural community. Ideal spot
for building your dream home!
Robert Askew (757) 288-7126
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36 AC + 18 AC LOTS ON CHERRY GROVE ROAD
Gently rolling cleared land offering privacy &
wooded in rear. Gorgeous parcels for building
your dream home!
Thomas Moore (757) 334-7069
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2017 King’s Fork Rd. $269,900
3 BR, 2 Bath home with approx. 2,000 SQ. FT. 
on 1 acre is located only 5 minutes from 
Nansemond Suffolk Academy & Route 58 
By-Pass. Billy Chorey- (757) 539-7451

4500 O’Kelley Dr.
3 bedroom, 1.5 bath farmhouse 
with outbuildings situated on 
6.36 acres needs some TLC! 
Thomas Moore- (757) 334-7069

510 Darden Ave. $259,000
Rare opportunity to find a property in this market with 
as much potential as this Riverview home! House 
features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, hardwood floors and 
large backyard. Robert Askew- (757) 288-7126

716 W. Riverview Dr. $324,900
Charm and character embody this cape cod nestled 
on over ½ acre in the Riverview neighborhood. This 
3 bedroom, 2 bath one story home boasts gorgeous 
architectural details. Leigh Anne Parks- (757) 676-9790

206 Mineral Spring Rd. $425,000
Stunning 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch that is just like new construction! 
Built in 2017 by AB Homes, the Bradenton model has a gracious, open 
floor plan between kitchen, dining room and living rooms with gas 
fireplace. Leigh Anne Parks- (757) 676-9790
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!
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!

SOLD
!
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!
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk School Board 
unanimously adopted its 
$ 23 2.5 million fiscal 2023  
budget at its June 9 meeting 
at Col. Fred Cherry Middle 
School. 

It includes $ 4.4 million 
from the recently adopt-
ed state budget from the 
state’s school construc-
tion program. That money, 
according to Chief Financial 
O fficer Wendy Forsman, is 

not included in its operating 
fund because it cannot carry 
over to the following fiscal 
year. However, by putting 
the money in its grants fund, 
it can be used in both years. 

The division’s employ-
ees will also be receiving a 
$ 1,000 bonus in December 
—  $ 1.3  million for 1,23 7 
standards of q uality posi-
tions that will come from 
the state via federal pass-
through grants, created when 

Last Day
of School

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Though Police Chief Al 
Chandler, Mayor Mike Duman 
and others said a voluntary gun 
buyback program would do little 
to curb the gun violence happen-
ing in the city, council unani-
mously voted in favor of it. 

Chandler, in a briefing to coun-
cil Wednesday, June 15, cited the 
six  homicides in the city this year 
and the increase in gun violence 
in his introduction to the pro-
gram, but also acknowledged its 
limited effectiveness. 

Still, he said the program 
would be worth it if it takes one 
gun off the streets that could have 
been used in a crime. And, he said 
some of the guns used in crimes 
this year have been stolen.

“This is a step toward trying 
to keep guns out of the wrong 
hands,” Chandler said. 

CE Tactical gun shop owner 
Gary Crossfield, disagreed. 

“The program sounds nice, 
(but) researchers show buy-
back programs do not work,” 
Crossfield said. “They do not 
stop gun crimes. They do not stop 
gun violence. It is a good, happy 
show that we did something.”

This year, there have been 55 
gun-related crimes in the city 
through June 8, Chandler said. 

Council 
approves 

gun buyback 
ordinance

School Board adopts 
$232.5 million budget

JEN JAQUA AND JIMMY LAROUE/ SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Above, Ella Arnold gets her yearbook signed by principal, Garrick Rhoads 
on Friday, Ella’s last day of fifth grade at Mack Benn Elementary School. At 
left, teachers and staff members at Northern Shores Elementary School 
cheer and wave goodbye to students as buses make several loops around 
the parking lot. 

See VISION, 7

See GUNS, 12

See ENROLLMENT, 12See BUDGET, 12

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Superintendent Dr. John B. 
Gordon III has a multi-tiered 
vision for the upcoming school 
year that seeks to increase com-
munity partnerships and parental 
engagement, puts a foundation in 
place for a schedule change for 
high school students, continues 

with efforts to attract and retain 
staff and addresses infrastruc-
ture issues at schools across the 
division.

Gordon, at the Suffolk School 
Board’s June 9 work session, 
said he wants to increase sup-
port for parents of special edu-
cation students in Suffolk Public 
Schools through a support group 
to meet three times per year. 

He also plans to establish 
transition teams to help families 
of students as they prepare to 
move from elementary to mid-
dle school (fifth to six th grade) 
and from middle school to high 
school (eighth to ninth grade), 
and from high school to col-
lege or the workforce. Chief 
Academic O fficer Dr. O keema 
Branch and new Chief of Schools 

Dr. Stenette Byrd will be leading 
this effort. 

Gordon said he also wants to 
make it clearer for parents who 
they should contact should issues 
arise in their child’s education, 
and list different staff members’ 
duties and responsibilities. For 
instance, he said, if they have a 
problem with a teacher, to con-
tact that person via email, but 

also copy the principal on the 
email. 

The division also plans to help 
parents be more proactive in their 
child’s education by providing 
academic tips and behavioral 
strategies while helping build 
relationships with schools and 
continue to lower disciplinary 

Superintendent sets vision for division

Enrollment on the 
rise at PDCCC

BY MEGHAN MCINTYRE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Paul D. Camp Community 
College is seeing a resurgence 
in student curriculum enrollment 
rates after four years of decline. 
The two-year public institution 
is also ramping up short-term 
workforce programs to provide 
for a growing population of 
adults looking to improve their 
skills.

PDCCC’s 2022 summer 
semester enrollment rates rose 
12.8% as of June 6 compared to 
the same date last year, accord-
ing to Jeffrey Z eigler, director 
of institutional advancement at 
PDCCC, in an email. He said 
enrollment for the fall 2022 
semester is currently underway 
and already sees an increase of 
3 .4% compared to the same date 
last year.

The rise in enrollment means 
the opportunity for more state 

and local funding, which PDCCC 
can use for student activities and 
hiring full-time faculty, Z eigler 
said.

O ne of the factors for the 9% 
enrollment decline from fall 
2018 through 2021 is due to a 
drop in birth rates around the 
time of the “great recession” in 
2007-08, Z eigler stated. This, in 
turn, has led the traditional col-
lege-age demographic of 18-24 
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living community in Suffolk
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senior living 
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Suffolk 

offering a 
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OFF IN THE 

MIDDLE 
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New problems with words or speaking 
is a warning sign of Alzheimer’s. 
Learn more at alz.org/10signs

KNOW 
WHERE 
ALZHEIMER’S 
AND ALL 
DEMENTIA 
HIDE .

In partnership with Senior Services 
of Southeastern Virginia

issues. 
The parental partnership 

program also will include 
a schedule of events, while 
providing potential oppor-
tunities for them to be 
involved through coaching, 
volunteering, parent-teach-
er associations and booster 
club organizations.

Gordon noted that he 
plans to ex pand partner-
ships with city business-
es to have more of them 
offering internship oppor-
tunities for students. He 
pointed out the division’s 
100% workforce readiness 
rates, “but kids have also 
lost hands-on ex perienc-
es because of CO VID, so 
let’s have a list of business-
es that are already lined 
up that kind of match up 
with the fields that we’re 
offering at CCAP (College 
and Career Academy at 
Pruden) or for some of our 
other kids who want to do 
it because of Project Lead 
the Way.”

He said there are plans 
to create a “community 
champions catalog” that 
lists specific communi-
ty and financial partners 
for the 2,3 25 employees 
in SPS to patronize for 
various services. Many of 
them, he said, already sup-
port the school division, or 
support individual activi-
ties within the division. 

He has also had dis-
cussions with the Suffolk 
In t e rdenomina t iona l 
Ministerial Alliance, 
which offered tutoring pro-
grams to students during 
the CO VID-19 pandemic, 
to ex pand their partnership 
with the school division. 

“We feel with this com-
munity leadership, and this 
community champions 
plan, that we will have 
consistency throughout 
the city and one uniform 

message on supporting our 
kids,” Gordon said. 

O n the instruction-
al side, Gordon said the 
SPS Summer Series has 
been a success and will 
continue this summer 
with its four programs 
–  Summer Academy for 
intensive, targeted support 
and Standards of Learning 
remediation, continued 
traditional summer school 
offerings, a Summer 
Bridge program to intro-
duce students to new class-
es and a Summer Ex plore 
program where students 
are encouraged to get out 
into the community. 

He also outlined plans 
to shift to a four-by-four 
block schedule in the 2023 -
2024 school year. He said 
students would take four 
classes per semester, and 
teachers would teach three, 
but noted that it would 
req uire additional instruc-
tional staff, because stu-
dents will be taking eight 
classes per year instead of 
seven.  

“This is the missing 
link, right here, to improv-
ing our graduation rates,” 
Gordon said. 

The graduation rates 
from 2020-2021 range 
from 78.7% (down 5.7% 
from 2018-2019) at 
Lakeland High School, 
to 84% (down 6.6%) at 
K ing’s Fork High School 
and 92.9% (down 2.6%) 
at Nansemond R iver High 
School. 

The four-by-four sched-
ule would allow students 
to take up to 3 2 classes in 
high school over four years 
and provide incentives for 
students to stay in school. 

He said it also would 
help increase the number 
of students who receive 
advanced diplomas, and 
reduce achievement gaps 

for special education stu-
dents to allow them more 
support and resources. 
Additionally, it will help 
with English Language 
Learners, or ELL, giving 
them more time to master 
English and graduate on 
time. 

Gordon plans to ask the 
school board to vote on it 
in O ctober so the division 
has time put this in place. 
He said he wanted to put 
this in for this year, but 
thought it might be “too 
much” coming out of the 
pandemic. 

There also will be 
increased opportunities 
for SPS staff professional 
development, he said, and 
said some staff members 
were challenged in return-
ing to the classroom full-
time after being in virtual 
and hybrid formats. He 
said technology should be 
a supplement and built into 
the lesson plans, not neces-
sarily the primary resource 
for teachers. 

The division plans to 
continue with staff bonus-
es for new hires ($ 250) 
and hard-to-fill positions 
($ 2,000) in areas such as 
math and special educa-
tion. It plans to ex pand its 
reach to find new staff. 

Gordon said the divi-
sion will continue to work 
through infrastructure 
issues that include repair-
ing sinkholes at K ing’s 
Fork High School and add-
ing more security cameras 
at the division’s elementa-
ry schools. 

He said the division is 
working with the city to add 
fiber infrastructure in sev-
eral areas —  from K ing’s 
Fork High to Elephant’s 
Fork Elementary, from 
John F. K ennedy Middle to 
Mack Benn Jr. Elementary, 
from Col. Fred Cherry 

Middle to Northern 
Shores Elementary and 
from Florence Bowser 
Elementary to John Y eates 
Middle. 

He noted work to 
improve the audio, video 
and lighting to the K ing’s 
Fork Middle auditorium, 
the Nansemond R iver gym 
and at Lakeland High. 

Several schools are get-
ting their heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning 
systems replaced this sum-
mer, including Elephant’s 
Fork Elementary and 
the Lakeland High and 
Nansemond R iver High 
gyms. O ther HVAC repairs 
is planned for Mack 
Benn Jr. Elementary and 
Northern Shores. 

“These are things that 
have to be done,” Gordon 
said. 

Design work also will 
begin on a new John F. 
K ennedy Middle and the 
school administrative 
offices, along with paint-
ing, roof replacement and 
floor replacement at sever-
al schools. 

Work is ongoing on put-
ting in Lakeland High’s 
turf field, and tracks are 
being replaced at all three 

division high schools. 
Parking lots also will 

be resurfaced at Forest 
Glen Middle, John Y eates 
Middle, Lakeland and 
Nansemond R iver. 

In addition, work is 
nearing completion for 
Lakeland’s Center for 
Performing and Production 
Arts, which will start this 
fall, with classrooms and 
sound booths being com-
pleted this summer. Nex t 
year, plans call for its audi-
torium to be renovated. 

There also are plans to 
replace the mobile unit 
decking at K ilby Shores 
Elementary and upgrade 
fire panels at John F. 
K ennedy Middle. He said 
discussions will begin 
on ex panding Northern 
Shores Elementary. 

The division also plans 
to begin its own pharma-
cy in partnership with the 
CCAP pharmaceutical tech 
program. Gordon credited 
Chief Financial O fficer 
Wendy Forsman for her 
role in implementing it. 
The pharmacy will be 
located in unused space in 
the division’s operations 
center, which Gordon said 
would allow staff to save 

money on prescriptions. 
The board will receive 

an updated presentation in 
August, and Gordon hopes 
the program can begin by 
January.

Board members who 
spoke at the meeting 
were generally favor-
able of Gordon’s plans 
for the upcoming school 
year. Lorita Mayo and 
Vice Chairwoman 
Phyllis Byrum spoke in 
favor of the four-by-four 
block scheduling, while 
Heather Howell support-
ed the increased internship 
opportunities. Byrum also 
supported the plans for 
the pharmacy, and Mayo 
spoke favorably of the sup-
port systems being added 
for students and families 
transitioning from ele-
mentary to middle school, 
and middle school to high 
school. 

“We can only get bet-
ter,” Mayo said, “and we 
can improve. And we’re 
always looking for ways 
to improve. Are we per-
fect?  No. But we’re get-
ting there. We’re address-
ing our students’ needs and 
that’s first and foremost 
what we need to do.”

Vision: Superintendent calls for change to block scheduling
Continued from page 1

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

The O bici Healthcare 
Foundation’s Board of 
Directors has selected R . 
Battle Betts Jr. as the 
foundation’s new presi-
dent and chief ex ecutive 
officer effective Aug. 1. 

Betts succeeds 
Annette C. Beuchler, 
who was hired in late 
2016. A news release 
about Betts’ appoint-
ment did not address the 
reason for a change in 
leadership, but Program 
O fficer Fiona Charles 
told the News-Herald 
that Beuchler “departed” 
in July 2021. Christine 
Morris has been serving 
as interim CEO .

Betts joins the founda-
tion with over 28 years 
of public health, finance, 
planning and poli-
cy ex perience, having 
served as health director 
of Albemarle R egional 
Health Services in North 
Carolina, where he led 
a staff of 260 providing 
health promotion and  
disease prevention pro-
grams for over 162,000 
residents in eight coun-
ties. 

As health director he 
worked with multiple 
North Carolina Healthy 
People task forces to 
establish the 2010, 2020 
and 203 0 health priori-
ties for the state of North  
Carolina. Betts was 
recently honored with 
the 2022 North Carolina 
Health Director of the 
Y ear award by the North  
Carolina Association of 
Local Health Directors.  

“ O ur Board of 
Directors is pleased to 
welcome Mr. Betts as 
the foundation’s new 
president &  CEO ,” 
Chairman Thomas L. 

Woodward III said in a 
news release. “Having 
successfully led public 
health initiatives, Mr. 
Betts has a deep knowl-
edge of the health needs 
of rural populations. He 
is an ex ceptional leader 
who values community 
building and partner-
ships and will be  instru-
mental in advancing the 
foundation’s mission.” 

Betts said he is 
“humbled by the won-
derful opportunity to 
serve O bici Healthcare  
Foundation in their mis-
sion to improve lives 
and health outcomes.”

“I look forward to 
working with the diverse 
and  engaged Board of 
Directors and highly tal-
ented staff to form new 
innovative partnerships 
in our communities and 
foster ex isting relation-
ships to max imize avail-
able resources,” he said. 

Betts holds a Master 
of Public Administration 

from O ld 
D o m i n i o n 
U n i v e r s i t y 
and  a 
Bachelor of 
Science in 
School and  
C o m m u n i t y 
Health from 
East Carolina 
U n i v e r s i t y. 
He and 
his wife, 
A m a n d a , 
have two 
adult chil-
dren.  

O b i c i 
H e a l t h c a r e 
F o u n d a t i o n 
is a private 
f o u n d a t i o n 
e s t a b l i s h e d 
in 2006 from 
the sale of 
Louise O bici 
M e m o r i a l 

Hospital to Sentara 
Healthcare. Since its 
inception the foundation 
has awarded over $ 61 
million in grants.

Betts to lead Obici 
Healthcare Foundation
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