the years.

C.I. Hall and his wife Sharon could be seen playing music together throughout

Lo ﬁ'ﬁ

The Music Man

Hall's memory plays on

By Crystal Vandegrift
The Charlotte Gazette

The loss of a beloved fixture
in Drakes Branch is mourned
following the death of lifelong
resident and business owner
Clyde “C.1.” Irvin Hall Jr.

Hall, 73, known by most as
“C.1. died on Sunday, Feb. 13,
surrounded by his family after
a long and courageous fight.

Everyone in Drakes Branch
and the county for that matter
seemed to know C.I. and his
love for his community and
music.

Hall started Hall's Farm
Supply in Drakes Branch in
1977 with his brother Bill and
was the sole owner after Bill
left the business a few years
later.

Hall could be seen working
in the store day in and day out,
helping his customers for more

=

Clyde “C.I"
Irvin Hall Jr.

than 40 years before he retired
in 2017 after he sold the busi-
ness to his son-in-law Dwayne
Davis.

“He really cared for his
community and customers and
believed in helping others when
he could,” Hall’s daughter Ra-
chel Warden said. “Dad really

(See HALL, Page 2)

The Legacy of
Henrietta Lacks

Seventy-one years
after her death, a Vir-
ginia woman'’s cells are
still saving lives.

Because Henri-
etta Lacks was the
subject of a medical
experiment, she is an
accidental pioneer of
modern-day medicine,
even though she died M

B

LACK
HISTORY

-

O N [

in 1951.

Lacks was a 31-year-old
mother of five when she was
diagnosed with cervical cancer.

Doctors at Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore biop-
sy pieces of tissue from her
cancerous tumor without her
consent just months before her
death.

Her cells, known among
scientists as HeLa, were un-
usual in that they could rapidly
reproduce and stay alive long

enough to undergo multiple
tests.

According to Johns Hopkins
Hospital, these cells played an
essential part in developing
the polio vaccine, cloning, gene
mapping, and vitro fertiliza-
tion. The HelL.a cell line has
been used to create drugs for
treating herpes, leukemia,
influenza and Parkinson’s

(See LACKS, Page 2)

Rescue squad in

financial hole

By Crystal Vandegrift
The Charlotte Gazette

The Charlotte County Rescue Squad
(CCRS) has found itself in a financial
hole and in hot water with the county
board of supervisors (BOS).

CCRS Captain Bill Mayhew ad-
dressed the board on Monday night, Feb.
14, asking for $50,000 to $80,000 in
additional funding.

Mayhew said that waiting on pay-
ments from Medicare and Medicaid and
inflation has put the squad in a bind.

“Fuel has gone up over 60%,” Mayhew
said. “Motor oil has gone up, and even a
box of gloves has gone up.”

According to documents from CCRS

provided to the BOS, the squad’s 2021 op-

erating budget was listed at $963,900.00
with over $1 million in expenses. Includ-
ed in their budget was over $200,000 in a
PPP Loan.

Documents show the squad in the red
for over $200,000.

Before Mayhew could finish his
presentation, Supervisor Butch Hamlett
wasted no time asking Mayhew how
much the squad was paying in salaries.
According to Mayhew, to run three crews
a day, five days a week and two crews on
the weekend, CCRS spends $12,600 a
week on salaries with members working
anywhere from 48 to 60 hours a week.

“Does anybody have any oversight on
how much they are working,” Hamlett
asked?

Though Mayhew never got the chance
to answer Hamlett’s question, he said the
squad was short-staffed.

“So, y’all been spending more than
you really have?” Hamlett questioned.

“I just have a whole lot of questions
about your budget sheet. To me, there

is no oversight. If the county’s operating
budget were like this, the citizens would
have us by our toenails... y’all need to do
something about management.”

(See SQUAD, Page 2)

Fire, police and EMS responded to the Monday afternoon crash that involved a county school bus.

No students injured
in bus crash

By Crystal Vandegrift
The Charlotte Gazette

No injuries were reported in a crash
that involved a Charlotte County Public
School bus and a passenger vehicle on
Monday, Feb. 14. According to school Su-
perintendent Robbie Mason, the accident
occurred during the afternoon transpor-
tation of students at the intersection of
Highway 92 and Kings Cross Road in

Red Oak.

Two students were on the bus at the
time of the crash.

According to Mason, the exact cause
of the crash has not been received from
the Virginia State Police as of press
time.

Bacon District Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, Charlotte County Rescue, Char-
lotte County Sheriff’s Office, and Virgin-
ia State Police responded to the scene.

Cases decline overall,
rise locally

By Alexa Massey
The Charlotte Gazette

While COVID-19 cases continue to
decline in the wake of the omicron surge,
health officials are noting it may take
longer for cases to slow down in the Pied-
mont Health District which sports vastly
smaller vaccination rates compared to
the rest of the state.

While cases are overall on the

downtrend in Piedmont and across the
state, all nearby counties saw a rise in
COVID-19 cases this week.

According to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health (VDH), Charlotte County
reported 65 new virus cases from the
period of Monday, Feb. 7, to Monday, Feb.
14.

Lunenburg reported 87 new cases this

(See CASES, Page 5)

WORKSHOP: Capture decisive moments’
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SQUAD: Y'all been spending more than you really have’

FROM PAGE ONE

Hamlett went on to say
he thought it was time
for the board to take
over and be the board
of directors and set
some parameters.
“The county can’t
afford, you know,
$60,000 a month,
which is what you
want,” Hamlett said.
“We don’t have the
money, and if we pay
you that and continue
to pay that, we’'d have
to raise the taxes prob-
ably 10 cents.”
According to May-

hew, CCRS currently
has over $200,000 in
accounts receivable
they are waiting to
receive.

“If this board
approves giving you
additional funding, is
your organization open
to oversight from this
board,” said Supervi-
sor Hazel Smith. “Are
you willing to open
your books and let us
see how many hours
of overtime is being
paid?”

Mayhew agreed.

Chairman Gary
Walker spoke up to

offer a solution.
“Obviously, this is
a very serious situ-
ation for the people
of Charlotte County
and the taxpayers
and certainly for the
volunteers and peo-
ple doing the work,”
Walker said. “You
know how much we
appreciate all that y’all
do, and it’s no doubt
that we'd be in terrible
shape without all the
work being done. With
that, I would like to
see the board autho-
rize our public service
committee to authorize

Big South selects
Lancers Feb. 17 game
for ESPNU Wildcard

The Lancers will
play on ESPNU on
Thursday, Feb. 17
one week later at
High Point, the Big
South Conference
announced recently.

The game will
be shifted to Thurs-

the funds necessary
to ensure the people of
Charlotte County have
rescue service.”
Walker also sug-
gested writing up an
oversight agreement.
“This is a short-
term thing we need
to get over right now,”
Walker said.
In the end, the
board voted 6 to 1,
with Hamlett voting

at the Qubein Are-
na and Conference
Center.

Longwood finished
the first half of con-
ference play unbeaten
and in sole possession

no to fund CCRS day after originally of first place in the
$50,000. “It’s a short- being scheduled for Big South following a
term Band-Aid, but Wednesday night, 56-48 win over UNC

Asheville.

we've got to start with the tip at 9 p.m.
somewhere,” Walker

said.

LACKS: Cells help study of cancer

FROM PAGE ONE

disease. They've been
influential in the study
of cancer, lactose diges-
tion, sexually transmit-
ted diseases and appen-
dicitis.

The cells have been
used to test the effects
of radiation and poi-

Yoy, RN SRR
Henrietta Lack

sons, study the human
genome, learn more
about how viruses work
and play a crucial role
in developing polio and
COVID-19 vaccines.
Though the collection
and use of Henrietta
Lacks’ cells in research
was an acceptable and
legal practice in the

and her hushand, David, ca. 1945.

1950s, this
practice would
not happen
today without
the patient’s
consent.

Because of
the noncon-
sent, some
have called for
a reduction in
the use of HeLLa
cells in research
or even an end
to their use
entirely. The
argument is
that because the
cells were ob-
tained without Lacks’s
knowledge or consent,
their use is unethical.

According to Johns
Hopkins Hospital, they
never sold or profited
from the discovery or
distribution of HeLa
cells and do not own the
rights to the HelLa cell
line.

Instead, the hospital
said it has offered HeLa
cells freely and widely
for scientific research.

Lacks died on Oct. 4,
1951, and is buried in
an unmarked grave in
the family cemetery in
Halifax County, Virgin-
ia.

HALL: ‘It means a lot to have him
remembered by so many’

FROM PAGE ONE

appreciated the sense
of community built

in the small town of
Drakes and Charlotte
County. That was his
favorite part of living
and owning a business
in Drakes - the people
and how they support-
ed each other and built
relationships.”

Warden said that
her dad still helped
out at the store occa-
sionally, even after he
retired.

“He enjoyed garden-
ing, so he loved helping
people start and grow
their own vegetables,”
Warden said.

In addition to his
love for gardening,
Hall had a tremendous
passion for music. So
much so he was known
as “The Music Man”
by some of his closest
friends.

“Dad loved music as
a child and used to lis-
ten to 45 records when
he was little,” Warden
said. “His mother
Maude Hall taught him
to sing harmony, and
he took piano lessons
but played by ear.”

According to War-
den, her dad taught
himself to play guitar
and started to perform
as a singer and guitar-
ist in the 1970s.

“He’s played in
numerous bands over
the years, his most
recent being the High

Tone Troubadours,” she
said. “Daddy had, at
last estimate, almost
300 songs committed
totally to memory.”

While “The Music
Man” may no longer be
playing, his memory
will live on.

“It means a lot to
us to have him remem-

bered by so many,”
Warden said. “We've
really appreciated all
the comments and
memories people have
shared. We always
knew he was special
to us, but it’s so com-
forting to see that he
was special to so many
others.”

Financing
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For Qualified
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Lacks’ exact burial
location is unknown, but
the family believes that
it is within a few feet of
her mother’s gravesite,
which was the only one
in the family to have
been marked with a
tombstone for decades.

“I want help
planning for

my future
— and hers.”
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For help with planning a secure financial future,
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Study

finds

fire, EMS

should combine

By Crystal Vandegrift
The Charlotte Gazette

During a special call meeting of
the Charlotte County Board of Su-
pervisors (BOS) on Dec. 12, members
heard firsthand the outcome of a Fire
and EMS study and are now faced
with several decisions, one that could
combine the two organizations.

The study was conducted at no
charge to the county in September by
the Virginia Fire Services Board in
an effort to provide technical assis-
tance and advice to the fire and EMS
departments and the county.

Vice-chair of the Virginia Fire
Services Board, Abby Johnston,
addressed the BOS with the study’s
findings.

“The fire and EMS study provides
broad recommendations for the local
jurisdiction to review and to custom-
ize to benefit their citizens, fire and
EMS organizations and the local ju-
risdiction as a whole,” Johnston said.

In addition to a review of information
provided to us by the County Admin-
istrator’s Office, the study process
involved in-person meetings with
stakeholders throughout your system
and a public hearing to allow commu-
nity members to speak.

Johnston said the study recom-
mended formally establishing and
codifying Charlotte County Fire and
EMS and including all agencies under
one central umbrella and appointing a
system director to oversee and coordi-
nate the system.

“This would arguably be one of the
most essential recommendations that
our board has to offer,” Johnston said.
“This would create greater operational
consistency and allow for centralized
equipment acquisition and training
to support efforts already in place by
individual agencies.”

Johnston said one of the first steps
should include formal adoption and

(See STUDY, Page 3)

Benn recognized for
two prestigious awards

Rhonda Benn, Career
and Technical Education
teacher at Randolph-Hen-
ry High School (R-H),
was recognized at the
December School Board
meeting for two presti-
gious awards.

Benn received the “5
of 5”7 Award as well as the
JAG Outstanding Spe-
cialists Award.

The “5 of 5” Perfor-
mance Award recognizes
the highest-achieving
schools across the United
States that exceed all
five of Jobs for America’s
Graduates National’s per-
formance metrics aimed
at graduation and em-
ployment. Performance
benchmarks include

Rhonda Benn, Career and Technical Education teacher at

Randolph-Henry High School, has been awarded the “5 of 5

(See BENN, Page 5)

Award as well as the JAG Outstanding Specialists Award.

Christmas week
storm looms for region

By Rachel Austin
The Charlotte Gazette

Will we get a white Christmas this
year? For this region, the jury is still
out on that. But one thing the Nation-
al Weather Service can promise is
bone-chilling cold temperatures for the
rest of this week. With that in mind,

it’s time to take precautions before Old
Man Winter arrives.

From now until Thursday night,
lows are expected to drop into the 20s.
But that’s practically balmy compared
to what’s coming after. The National
Weather Service in Blacksburg

(See STORM, Page 5)

+—

By Brian Carlton
The Charlotte Gazette

A Wylliesburg resident and
former member of the Charlotte
County Board of Supervisors was
killed Friday after a traffic acci-
dent. According to officials with
the Virginia State Police, 66-year-
old Brodnax Police Chief Joe
Carey had pulled off to the right
side of the road in the 200 block of
Piney Pond Road.

Carey was going “to recover
the remains of an animal that
had been struck in the roadway,”
said Virginia State Police Public
Relations Director Corinne Geller.
“As Carey was returning to the
side of the highway, an eastbound
Ford F-150 pickup was unable to
avoid striking the chief.”

Geller said that Carey had
been driving his police vehicle
and at the time, the vehicle’s
lights were activated.

The adult male driver of the

Joe Carey

Former

supervisor dies
in accident

pickup truck was not injured.
Carey, meanwhile, was taken to
Community Memorial Hospital in
South Hill, where he later passed
away.

“This evening, the Town of
Brodnax lost a dedicated member
of our community,” said Brod-
nax Mayor Don Dugger. “Highly
regarded for his public safety pro-
fessionalism and experience, Joe
was a genuine friend to so many
of us. He truly loved his job and
worked hard to make a difference
while protecting and serving our
town.”

Carey is survived by his wife,
four sons, a daughter and several
grandchildren. Mayor Dugger
asked that people keep Carey’s
family and colleagues with the
Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in their thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time.

Geller added that alcohol was
not a factor in the crash, which
remains under investigation.

e
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ACC1dent closes road

A portion of Red House Road was closed on Thursday, Dec. 15, at approximately 6 p.m.
following an overturned tractor-trailer accident in the 10300 block. According to the Red
House Volunteer Fire Department Chief Chad Reeves, fire and rescue crews were on
scene for three hours. No injuries were reported.

Santa gets letters from Charlotte County
Page 10

Advertising and news deadline:

Friday at noon

67789076°01039""9

MERRY CHRISTMAS
HELPING THE COMMUNITY

ONE TIRE AT ATIME

6340 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY., KEYSVILLE, VA 23947 « 434-736-8712
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-5PM - SATURDAY 9AM-12PM - STRIKEFORCETIRE.COM



Regina Caraway


Regina Caraway


Regina Caraway


Regina Caraway


Regina Caraway



Wednesday, December 21, 2022 — The Charlotte Gazette, Drakes Branch, Va. — 3

OBITUARIES

Carol Ann Noel

Carol Ann Noel, 72 of Charlotte Court House,
passed away on Dec. 10. She was born in Grand
Island, Nebraska, to the late William and Stella

Board recognizes teacher and staff

On Dec. 13, the Charlotte County School Board
recognized Alyson Napier and the Ran-
dolph-Henry High School yearbook staff for
the honor of being named in the Trophy Class

from the Virginia High School League. Trophy
Class yearbooks are noted for outstanding
achievement in quality publications service v
to its school and community. The Log 2022
was sent to VHSL for judging in June 2022.
Randolph-Henry competed with hundreds of

f{\

L,

other schools across the state of Virginia. The
yearbook cover and each page of the book is carefully scored on the following categories: concept, coverage, design, writing, and
photography. This is the second time Randolph-Henry has won the state award of Trophy Class. They were previously awarded

the distinction for The Log 2019. The 2023 yearbook staff is currently hard at work on volume 79.

,

Cake Wars, |

On

-H edition <.

c. 14, Mrs. Tharpe’s class hosted a

thatihe lemon cake was the winner.
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ing the family.

Schleicher on Feb. 14, 1950.

Carol was well traveled as a Navy wife and
lived in places all over the world throughout her
life including Japan and England. She was an

enthusiastic animal lov-
er, notable cook and an
avid crossword puzzler.

She was married 33
years to the late John
Wayne Noel until his
passing in 2018 and
together raised two
daughters.

She is preceded in
death by her sister, Lisa
Langenheder.

She is survived by

her two daughters; Sarah Noel and Elizabeth
Noel (Mark Colombo) both of Alexandria; four
brothers; Bill Schleicher Jr. (Becky), Dan Schlg-
icher (Linda), Ron Schleicher and Tom Schleich-
er (Cindy) and two sisters; Connie Reid (John)
and Ramona “Mona” Bales.

A funeral service was held on Sunday, Dec.
18, at 2 p.m., at Puckett Funeral Home with 1
terment to follow in Trinity Memorial Gardeng.
The family received friends on Sunday, Dec. 1
from 1 - 2 p.m., at Puckett Funeral Home.

Puckett Funeral Home of Farmville is serv

STUDY: ‘This would create greater operational consistency’

FROM PAGE ONE

codification of all
agencies via a County
government ordinance.

“In no way 1is cen-
tralized authority an
attempt to reduce or
alter the rich histories
and cultures of the
agencies in Charlotte
County,” Johnston
said. “Rather, it’s an
essential step toward
preserving agencies
through creating strong
guardrails around the
system, increasing
accountability and
providing oversight for
the provision of services
while lessening the ad-
ministrative burdens of
independent volunteer
operation.”

In addition, the 28-
page study suggested
that a fire and EMS
training Captain/
volunteer coordina-
tor position be added
to the schedule and
coordinate training for
individual agencies and
multi-agency drills to
improve operational
proficiency.

“This person would
serve as the liaison to
access training resourc-
es through both the
office of EMS and the
Virginia Department of
fire programs,” John-
ston said.

The Virginia Fire
Services Board also
recommended hiring
a public safety direc-
tor that would have
operational authority
for both fire and EMS

Thinity

departments to work to
resolve any issues.

When it came to the
local fire department,
little was addressed,;
however, when it came
to issues with the
county’s rescue squad,
several items were
brought up.

“Based on the infor-
mation received during
the interviews and
comments shared at
the public hearing, the
study committee is con-
cerned that the Char-
lotte County Rescue
Squad (CCRS) had lost
the confidence of the
residents of the county,”
Johnston said.

In February, the
BOS was faced with
approving a substantial
amount of funds to help

County officials say
overspending for the
past five to seven years
had put the Charlotte
County Rescue Squad
in a financial bind.

So much, in fact,
that the BOS has had
to appropriate over
$100,000 in just two
months. The overspend-
ing eventually led to
county officials asking
CCRS Captain Bill
Mayhew to resign.

Following a trou-
bling two months, the
CCRS seemed to be
turning its financial
woes around when a
leadership change was
made. Sally Pyle, who
has been involved in
the EMS field for many
years, was hired by the
rescue squad to handle

keep the rescue afloat. billing for Medicare,
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The area’s finest perpetual care cemetery

If you own spaces at Trinity Memorial Gardens and
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It should only take 15-20 minutes of your time.
Please call 434-392-3008.
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call 392-3008 « www.trinitymgva.com

Medicaid and insur-
ance.

During the work
session, Pyle presented
her findings just after
working with the squad
for two weeks and
began to work to clean
up the squad’s financial
troubles.

During the Dec. 12
meeting of the BOS,
Pyle told members
that $120,000 in debt
had been paid off since
March, and to date,
the CCRS has received
$50,000 in donations.

CCRS Captain
Matthew LaMotte told
the BOS that they were

getting 33% of the mon-
ey back in billable calls
from insurance curren-
cy back in March. That
rate is up to 59%
“Unfortunately, ev-
erything that comes in
is going out to payroll,”
LaMotte said.
According to LaM-
otte, the CCRS 1is pay-

ing out a lot in overtime

because there are not
enough employees to
fill the crew 24-hour
service that is provided
to citizens.

However, the Virgin-
ia fire Services Board
study suggests that
CCRS needs to add an

Financing
Available

For Qualified
Buyers
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additional crew due

to the county size and
location of its two squad
buildings.

Both Pyle and La-
Motte said the CCRS
is paying $5,000 in
overtime each week
and the call volume is
just not there to have a
third 24-hour crew in
operation.

The BOS made no
decision on the study
recommendation during
the Dec. 12 meeting.

“Nothing is going to
change overnight,” said
BOS Chairman Gary
Walker. “This is a one
to three year project.”
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Tax relief coming
for citizens via
solar payments

By Crystal Vandegrift
The Charlotte Gazette

The Board of Supervisors (BOS) has
kept good on their promise to use revenue
from solar projects to help reduce the tax
burden on citizens of the county.

Beginning with the December tax bill,
citizens will see a solar tax credit applied
to their statements.

This tax credit will appear on bills in
December and June of 2023.

“Staff estimated that 1 penny in real
estate tax generates about $100K,” said
County Administrator Dan Witt. “So, each
person will receive a credit of 5 cents per
$100 of assessed value. Therefore, it is
estimated that $500,000 will be refunded
to the taxpayers.”

Witt further gave the following example.

If a person’s real estate is appraised
at $100k, their normal taxes would be

$100,000 x .62 / 100 = $620. This would

be paid in two equal installments-ﬁm—b

due on December 5th and June 5th. With
the new solar credit, it would be calculated
this: $100,000 x .57/ 100 = $570 with two
installments of $285 with a solar credit of
$25 each billing cycle.

The tax relief comes in a form of a
$500,000 payment the county received
from Dominion Energy in regard to the
Randolph Solar project.

“This credit will be given for this fiscal
tax year only, and it just applies to real es-
tate taxes,” said County Treasurer Patricia
Berkeley. “Since the statements are divid-
ed into installments, the credit has been
divided.”

For each qualified property, the treasur-
er will one-time credit the taxpaye:
estate billing installment statements (due

(See RELIEF, Page 2)

Town lake may be opened
for recreational use

Almost two years have passed since the Town of Keysville formed a 501c under Keysville Parks and
Recreations. Recently the first organizational meeting was held and plans are moving forward. According
to Keysville Mayor Steven Morris, the organization will be exploring opening up the Town’s lake area for
recreational use. “There are numerous possibilities, including walking trails, nature trails and even the
potential for biking trails,” Morris said. “The group will also be looking at opening the lake back up as a

paddle only facility.”

County takes part
in economic study

By Brian Carlton
The Charlotte Gazette

They all said no. Over the last two
years, Buckingham, Cumberland and
Prince Edward counties joined a growing
list pulling out of Virginia’s Growth Alli-
ance (VGA), arguing the cost to be in the
economic development group was not worth
the return on investment. Now they, along

with several other counties and Longwood
University, want to form a new regional
economic development organization, one fo-

cusing just on this part of Central Virginia.

But first, they need to see if such a project

is feasible. That’s where the Common-

wealth Regional Council (CRC) comes in.
The CRC is a planning organization,

(See STUDY, Page 3)
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Starting next year, drivers will begin to encounter construction at the
intersection of Routes 15 and U.S. 360 as VDOT moves forward with a
roundabout for the area.

Roundabout
construction to
begin in spring

By Crystal Vandegrift
The Charlotte Gazette

tions Manager Len Stevens,
construction is expected to
begin in late March/early
April of 2023 and funding for
the project includes both state
and federal sources.

The project is expected to
be completed by June 2024.

VDOT said due to safety
concerns and accident histo-
ry, the project will improve
the intersection with a round-
about concept.

Those who travel Route
15 to and from Farmville
already know how the new
roundabout in Prince Edward
County at the intersection of
Route 15/133/692 is causing
delays.

Beginning next spring,
drivers will encounter
construction of yet another
roundabout scheduled for “The project includes
Route 15, this time in Keys- grading, drainage structures,
ville. water line utility work, pav-

According to Virginia ing, pavement marking, and
Department of Transporta-

tion (VDOT) Communica- (See ROUNDABOUT, Page 2)

Dominion proposes
to acquire
Courthouse Solar

By Crystal Vandegrift
The Charlotte Gazette

In its third annual clean energy filing with the Virginia
State Corporation Commission (SCC), Dominion Energy, Vir-
ginia, on Friday, Oct. 21, proposed nearly two dozen new solar
and energy storage projects for Virginia customers.

One of those projects includes Courthouse Solar, a
167-megawatt facility developed and acquired from NOVI
Energy.

NOVI Energy proposed to construct the solar facility on
1,354 acres just southwest of Charlotte Court House on 12
parcels owned by Blue Rock Resources, LL.C, Ridgeway Farm
LLC, and Robert Locke.

The project is southwest of Charlotte Court House and
generally bound to the north by George Washington Highway
(Rt. 40), to the west by Tollhouse Highway (Rt. 47), to the east
by Eureka School Road, and to the south by Ash Camp Creek.

BY THE NUMBERS

Courthouse Solar’s revenue projections to the county are
expected to be $15,073,226 over a 35-year span.

In addition to Courthouse Solar, Dominion Energy’s pro-
posal includes nine other solar and energy storage projects,
totaling nearly 500 MW, that will be owned and operated by
Dominion Energy Virginia.

The proposal also includes power purchase agreements
(PPAs) with 13 solar and energy storage projects, totaling
more than 300 megawatts, that are owned by independent

(See SOLAR, Page 2)

Yearbook staff wins state award
Page 2

TIRE Is

GUILTYY

Advertising and news deadline:
Friday at noon
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STRIKEFORCE GUILTY OF HAVING THE LOWEST TIRE PRICES ﬁﬁE

@UILL7 OF HAVING THE BEST TIRE SELECTION

@UIILY7 OF HAVING THE FASTEST INSTALLATION

@UIILiY OF DONATING $2.00 FOR EVERY TIRE SOLD
BACK TO THE COMMUNITY

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9AM - 5PM
SATURDAY: 9AM - 12PM
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Earlier this month,
the 2022 yearbook
staff of Randolph-Hen-
ry High School won
Trophy Class from the
Virginia High School
League. Trophy Class
yearbooks are noted for
outstanding achieve-
ment in quality pub-
lications service to its
school and community.

The Log 2022 was
sent to VHSL for
judging in June. Ran-
dolph-Henry competed
with hundreds of other
schools across the state
of Virginia. The year-
book cover and each
page of the book are
carefully scored on the
categories of concept,
coverage, design, writ-
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Pictured are, front row, Alyson Napier, Delaney Jones, Tyler Mason, LeeAnne Stembridge, Sierra Lacks, Kathryn Hamilton and Amanda Ashley. Back row, Durron

Randolph-Henry Yearbook Staft earns

state award
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Mosley, Anna Taylor, Lacey Steppe, Jaliyah Boyd, Samantha Donaldson, Kurtis Vogel and Shykera Wilson. Not Pictured are Sydney Mason, Michelle McMahon,
Emilee Robinette, Carley Covington, Litzy Perez-Cruz, Raven Carrion, Hannah Lane, Jenna-Rose Patrick and Jasmine Gullixon.

ing, and photography.
“The 2022 staff
became a family over

the year and truly
embodied what it means
to be a team,” said

Alyson Napier, yearbook Randolph-Henry has
adviser. won the state award of
This the second time  Trophy Class.They were

previously awarded the
distinction for The Log
2019.

SOLAR: Nearly 500 MW will be owned and operated by Dominion

FROM PAGE ONE

developers.

According to Domin-
ioh Energy, if approved,
projects will provide
re than 800 mega-
whtts of carbon-free
elfctricity to power

“These projects are
amother big step in

delivering clean, afford-
able and reliable energy
to our customers,” said
Ed Baine, President of
Dominion Energy Vir-
ginia. “The clean energy
transition is bringing
jobs and economic
opportunity to commu-
nities across Virginia,
and it’s reducing fuel
costs for our customers.
That’s a win-win for our
customers and the com-

munities we serve.”

Construction of the
projects is projected to
support nearly 4,800
clean energy jobs and
will generate more than
$920 million in eco-
nomic benefits across
Virginia.

WHAT ELSE IS NEEDED?

In addition to SCC
approval, the proposed

utility-owned projects

require local and state
permits before con-
struction may begin.

According to D
minion Energy, if
approved, the proj
are expected to be
pleted between 20
and 2025 and will
approximately $0.
the average reside
customer’s monthl
bill.

Dominion Ener

improve the intersection

FROM PAGE ONE

signing,” Stevens said.
“During construction,
maintenance of traf-
fic will be phased to
facilitate building the
majority of the round-
about with minimal
traffic impacts.

In 2017 the proposed
$5.2 million roundabout
at the intersection of
Routes 15 and U.S. 360
made it through the
second round of scoring
under the new SMART

SCALE prioritization
process used by the
state’s Commonwealth

Transportation Board
(CTB).

A QUESTION OF SAFETY
Following a VDOT

virtual public hearing
in November 2020 to
hear comments and
concerns, a safety
issue was brought into
question that led VDOT
engineers to redesign
a portion of the round-
about.

RELIEF: ‘This is a

great option’

FROM PAGE ONE

December 5, 2022, and June 5, 2023) five cents
per one hundred dollars (5¢ / $100) of the assessed

value of the property.

According to county documents, only one credit
will be made for each qualified property, regardless
of the number of persons or entities who are listed
as a taxpayer(s) for the property.

The decision to return the payment to citizens
was unanimously approved by the BOS during a

meeting on Oct. 13.

Board members noted that this one-time credit
is being done until the county begins to receive
recurring payments from solar projects.

“We can’t do this permanently until we have
recurring revenue from solar, so this is a great
option,” said Supervisor Walt Bailey.

Chairman Gary Walker added, “I hope other
monies come in so we can increase this (credit) in

the future.”
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ROUNDABOUT: Project will

In a 2021 interview,
former VDOT Commu-
nications Manager Pau-
la Jones said the prima-
ry issue was addressing
a safety concern by
eliminating a high-
speed conflict point by
removing the Route 15
southbound ramp onto
360 westbound. “That
traffic would access 360
westbound by the Route
15 northbound ramp,”
Jones said.

The new design
directs traffic traveling
on Route 15 South
into the roundabout,
then take the first
exit to head west on
Route 360.

According to
transportation doc-
uments, the current
intersection has a
major road (two-way,
not divided) as well

as an off-ramp and an
entrance leading to an
off-ramp, all connecting
at a three-approach
stop-sign intersec-

tion that is in a grade
curve,” county leaders
said in the application
to state transportation
officials. “Sight dis-
tance, as well as traffic
flow, currently contrib-
utes to driver error.
This project will replace
the stop-sign intersec-
tion with a roundabout
to allow for a more fluid
entrance and exit to
the off-ramps and take
the sight-distance issue
out of the equation.

The Charlotte Coun-

ty Industrial Park is
along the route of this
project, and the Heart-
land Business Park is
adjacent to the project
area.”

* Total Electric

+ Stove/Refrigerator
+ Central Air/Heat

+ Cable Hook-up

+ Water, Sewer, provided
* Private Entrance

+ Emergency Pull Cords

New Avtumywoob HEIGHTS APARTMENTS

Affordable Housing for the Elderly, Handicapped & Disabled
One bedroom only - Rent Based On Income

* Laundry & Community Rooms on site

Office Hours: Mon. & Wed.
8 am - 4:30 pm
500 Autumnwood Dr., Keysville, VA

(434) 736-0922

TDD Telecommunication Devices

1-800-828-1140
e
1-800-828-1120 Ml

(Device) GPRORTUN

al, mid-Atlantic and
east coast averages.

said Virginia’s rates re-
main below the nation-
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PiedmontEyeCenter
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SPECIALIZED
EYE CARE? *

Piedmont Eye Center is thrilled to have

Drs. James Paauw and Golnaz Javey
serving the Farmville community at
Southside Eye Center.

Our Specialities include:
advanced cataract surgery, diabetic
retinopathy, macular degeneration, and
any other retina conditions.

Why travel further and wait longer to see
a specialist? We have you covered right
here in Farmville.

Golnaz Javey, MD
Retina & Vitreous

James Paauw, MD
Cataract Surgery
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1511 W Third St
Farmville, VA 23901

116 Nationwide Drive
Lynchburg, VA 24502

GENERAC

PROTECT YOUR HOME WITH A GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATOR AND NEVER FEEL POWERLESS!

CALL VIRGINIA’S ONLY GENERAC POWERPRO PREMIER EXPERT TODAY!

(804) 518-3060

GENERAC
s

POWERPRO
PREMIER

GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS | PORTABLE GENERATORS | PRESSURE WASHERS

DON'T WAIT FOR THE NEXT STORM TO KNock OuT YOUR POWER!

HALEY ESGENERATORS.COM
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