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100 E. Constance Rd | Su olk, VA | www.su olkconferencecenter.com

Planning Your Big Day?
Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall

The Hilton Garden Inn Suffolk Riverfront
Has all your wedding needs covered. 

Call to speak with our Sales Specialist, today!

BY JIMMY LAROUE 
STAFF WRITER

With a hazardous weath-
er outlook for the city and 
region related to the stronger 
chances of snow and winter 
weather coming over the 
next few days, the city and 
Western Tidewater region 
are preparing to deal with 
whatever comes their way. 

The National Weather 
Service forecast as of 
Wednesday morning called 
for rain Thursday that was 
expected to change to snow 
in the afternoon and evening 
following an Arctic cold 
front, with a second round 
of precipitation, likely snow, 
expected later in the day 
Friday going into Saturday 
morning.

The forecast for Suffolk 
and the Western Tidewater 
area called for rain to start 
after 4 p.m. Thursday, with 
temperatures earlier in the 
day reaching near 50 degrees 
before falling to around 36 
later in the day. 

In the evening, rain 
was expected to continue 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

A fox that fought with two 
dogs in a North Suffolk neigh-
borhood recently has tested 
positive for rabies.

The positive test was con-
firmed Jan. 19 by the Suffolk 
Health Department. The fox 
was captured after fighting 
with two dogs in the South 
Village Harbour View section 
of Suffolk, the Suffolk Health 
Department stated.

The dogs were vaccinat-
ed against rabies and so will 

undergo a 4 5-day confine-
ment period as a precaution.

The last rabid fox confirmed 
in Suffolk was reported on 
Dec. 18. It had bitten four 
people as it roamed a neigh-
borhood near Robs Drive off 
P ruden Boulevard before it 
was captured.

Exposure of humans to 
rabies occurs when the sali-
va of an infected animal 
enters the body through an 
open wound or mucous mem-
brane, such as with an animal 

BY JIMMY LAROUE 
STAFF WRITER

The Nansemond Indian 
Nation will get a much-need-
ed infusion of federal funding 
to expand its community cen-
ter at Mattanock Town that 
has been used to distribute 
COVID-19 testing, vaccines 

and food.
The nation received 

$ 998 ,250 through the 
Department of Housing and 
U rban Development’s Indian 
Community Development 
Block Grant program, 
extended under the American 
Rescue P lan Act of 2021. It 
allocated more than $ 3 1 bil-

lion to Native American com-
munities across the U nited 
States, including money that 
will benefit the state’s feder-
ally recognized tribes. 

Tribe Chief Keith Anderson 
said the money will be used 
to enlarge the lodge, which 
currently holds just 50 people 
safely, create a commercial 

kitchen to provide meals, add 
food storage spaces, conduct 
medical services and install 
solar panels and battery stor-
age for energy efficiency.

He credited interim tribal 
administrator Tom Badamo, 
tribal historian and cultur-

City, VDOT 
preparing 
for winter 

storm

Nansemond nation gets nearly $1 million

Fox tests positive 
for rabies
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BY JIMMY LAROUE 
STAFF WRITER

The featured artist at this 
year’s 36t h annual Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy Art Show and 
Sale said she regrets that, for 
the second year in a row, the 
event cannot be held in person 
due to COVID-19. 

On the other hand, in last 
year’s virtual format, Laura 
McGowan sold more of her oil 
paintings than in any other year 
she had participated in NSA’s 
show. 

She and organizers for the 

NSA art show stays virtual

Send us your snow photos
news@suffolknewsherald.com

FILE PHOTO 

Sen. Tim Kaine, center, visited the Nansemond Indian Nation last April for a roundtable discussion with tribal leaders to discuss its challenges during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This week, it was announced that the tribe will be receiving nearly $1 million to expand its community center at Mattanock Town to help it deal with the 
effects of the pandemic.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Onancock oil painter Laura McGowan is the featured artist for the 36th annual 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy Art Show and Sale that begins Jan. 29 and runs 
through Feb. 6. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk City Council mem-
bers expressed frustration with 
the lack of detail on boundaries 
in a new, proposed redistricting 
map presented to them during a 
Jan. 19 work session. 

Robert Loftin of McGuire 

Woods, who had provided 
council with a pair of maps to 
consider at its Jan. 5 work ses-
sion, agreed to come up with 
a third map at the reque st of 
Councilman Lue Ward, who 
provided Loftin with three 
additional options to review. 

Loftin came back with a 
modified version —  dubbed 

Modified C — that he present-
ed to council, but as happened 
during the previous work ses-
sion, council members did not 
have a street-level view of the 
maps to determine their exact 
boundaries and what neighbor-
hoods were shifted into differ-
ent boroughs.

However, Vice Mayor Leroy 

Bennett and Sleepy Hole 
Borough Councilman Roger 
Fawcett said their respective 
meetings with Loftin prior to 
the Jan. 5 work session did 
yield the street-level detail they 
were looking for.

Council members also had 
only had knowledge of the new 
proposal for two days. 

Instead, since members were 
getting their first public view 
of the newest proposed map, 
Loftin pulled up a Google Map 
view of the Modified C propos-
al on the monitors in the coun-
cil chamber and reviewed the 
boundary changes with each 

Public can weigh in on maps
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Emergency rooms are seeing the highest numbers of patients in our history. 
If you are unable to get tested but are experiencing mild symptoms – assume 

you have COVID-19 and follow the CDC guidelines for isolation.

If you have an emergency, serious injury, severe illness or worsening symptoms 
related to COVID-19, don’t wait to seek care. We are always here for you.

  

Being fully vaccinated, receiving a booster shot and wearing a mask in 
public offers the best protection against all variants of COVID-19.
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Sentara.com/COVID19
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For more information please call
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email at mcrook@suffolkva.us

East Suffolk
Recreation Center
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Melissa Crook, Fitness Specialist at (757) 514-4504 or

email at mcrook@suffolkva.us
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VA Class A Contractor - License # 2705270519170

al preservationist Nikki 
Bass, grant writer Joel 
Haspel and chief emeri-
tus and Mattanock Town 
groundskeeper Sam 
Bass with making the 
grant award a reality. 

“To say the least, we 
are extremely excit-
ed about the funding 
award,” Anderson said, 
“and look forward to 
enhancing the communi-
ty landscape of the city 
of Suffolk and entire 
region.”

In a joint statement, 
Sens. Tim Kaine and 
Mark Warner said the 
money going to the 
Nansemond Indian 
Nation, and the $ 1 
million going to the 
Chickahominy Eastern 
Division to rehabilitate 
homes to improve air 
q uality is instrumental 
for Native American 
communities hard-hit by 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. 

“As the Omicron 
variant continues to 
create challenges for 

people across the 
Commonwealth, we’re 
glad to see that these 
federal dollars will pro-
vide critical relief for 
communities hit hard by 
the pandemic,” the sena-
tors said in a joint state-
ment. “This funding will 
help provide these tribes 
with services necessary 
to protect their health 
and safety.”

Sens. Kaine and 
Warner helped steer 
passage of legislation 
to grant federal recog-
nition to six Virginia 
tribes, including the 
Nansemond Indian 
Nation. Signed into law 
Jan. 3 0, 2018 , it allowed 
the tribe to receive fed-
eral funding. 

Kaine visited the 
Nansemond Indian 
Nation last April for a 
roundtable discussion 
with tribal members to 
discuss its challenges 
during the pandemic. 
At that time, then-chief 
Earl Bass said the tribe 
had been hard hit by the 

virus and needed more 
access to COVID-19 
vaccines. 

Department of 
Housing and U rban 
Development deputy 
regional administra-
tor Jane Miller said the 
agency is eq uipping 
tribes with key resourc-

es to help deal with the 
virus and keep people 
safe. 

“We remain com-
mitted,” Miller said, 
“in supporting the 
affordable housing and 
infrastructure needs of 
tribal communities in 
Virginia.”

Nansemond: Get federal investment
Continued from page 1

bite. An animal exposure 
can be a serious medical 
event, for which prompt 
evaluation and complete 
treatment is critical.

Rabies is highly pre-
ventable if the vaccine is 
given early and as recom-
mended. U nfortunately, 
without preventive treat-
ment, by the time some-
one develops symptoms 
of rabies, there is no cure, 
and the disease is fatal 
in almost 100%  of cases. 
The disease is also fatal 
in infected domestic dogs 
and cats that have not 
been vaccinated.

Dr. Nancy Welch, act-

ing health director for 
the Western Tidewater 
Health District, strongly 
emphasizes the follow-
ing recommendations for 
Suffolk residents to take 
in protecting their fam-
ilies and their pets from 
rabies:

If your pet has been 
in contact with an ani-
mal that might be rabid, 
contact Suffolk Animal 
Control at ( 757)  514- 7855 
or the Suffolk Health 
Department at ( 757)  514-
4751.

Seek medical treatment 
promptly for any animal 
bite to ensure appropri-

ate and timely evaluation 
and treatment. All animal 
exposures must be taken 
seriously.

Do not approach wild 
or stray animals, especial-
ly raccoons, bats, foxes, 
skunks, cats and dogs.

Ensure all pet dogs, 
cats and ferrets have cur-
rent rabies vaccinations. 
P lease consult your vet-
erinarian, Suffolk Animal 
Control, or the Suffolk 
Health Department if you 
have any que stions about 
pet vaccinations.

Confine your pets to 
your property.

Securely seal garbage 

containers with lids.
State law requi res all 

dogs and cats four months 
or older to be vaccinated 
against rabies. For more 
information on rabies, 
contact the Suffolk 
Health Department at 
7 57 -514 -4 7 51, Suffolk 
Animal Control at 757-
514 -7 8 55, or visit the 
Virginia Department of 
Health’s website at http: //
www.vdh.virginia.gov/
epidemiology/epidemiol-
ogy-fact-sheets/rabies/ or 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and P revention’s 
website at https: //www.
cdc.gov/rabies/

Fox: All pets should be vaccinated
Continued from page 1

Send us your 
snow photos

news@suffolknewsherald.com
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Some Suffolk School Board 
members recently expressed 
concern over one of the books 
on a list of possible choices 
to be used in a middle school 
Contemporary Literature 
class. 

“Walk Two Moons,” by 

Sharon Creech, was initially 
brought up by board member 
Sherri Story as one that should 
not be taught to middle school 
students. 

Reading from a review of 
the book, Story said the book 
“is filled with death and sad-
ness. The 13- year-old charac-
ters talk about vivid theories 
that people have been chopped 

up” and said a 13 -year-old 
character in the book “draws 
images of people who annoy 
her with a noose hanging from 
a tree.” The book, she said 
reading from the review, “is 
intensely depressing.”

“I don’t think that’s a book 
that I would want our eighth 

BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

The Nansemond Indian Nation 
is nominated for a Webby Award 
for its StoryMap “Indigenous 
Life on the Nansemond River.”

The tribe has been creating 
online educational material to 
help others learn more about its 
people, the Nansemond River 
and the surrounding ecosystem. 
They made a StoryMap, a web 
map created to be a stand-alone 
resource, about the Nansemond 
River and its relationship with 
the tribe throughout history. 

The StoryMap, which can 
be viewed at tinyurl.com/
StoryMap2022, has been nomi-
nated along with five other sites, 
including one from NASA, for a 
Webby Award in the Sustainable 
and Environmental category of 
general websites and mobile 
sites. The Webby Awards rec-
ognize “the best of the internet” 
as people go online and vote for 
their favorites to win. Voting 
closes on Thursday at tinyurl.

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

If you’re heading down 
Meadow Country Road in 
southern Suffolk, you may 
notice a new addition to the 
area. Carrie Matsko, her hus-

band, Eric, and their four chil-
dren have created Suffolk’s first 
seed library.

She was inspired by the 
neighborhood book libraries 
she visited growing up and 

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk chapter of 
Virginia Organizing celebrated 
Tax Day on Monday by going 
door to door downtown to thank 

business owners and workers 
for paying their fair share of 
taxes. 

According to the Virginia 
Organizing website, work-

Protest for Tax Day

Board debates book use in new class

‘Dig in’ to Suffolk’s first seed library

Nansemond 
StoryMap 

up for 
Webby

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk residents will have a 
chance to weigh in today on the 
proposed $ 7 67 .6 million fis-
cal year 2023 budget that calls 
for a two-cent reduction in the 
real estate tax, would reduce 

the assessment ratio for cars 
and trucks and add 52 full-time 
positions. 

The budget public hearing 
will take place at the 6 p.m. 
City Council meeting at City 
Hall in the council chamber. 

The proposed budget would 
cut the real estate tax from 

$ 1.11 per $ 100 of assessed 
value to $1.09 — which keeps 
the city’s rate the third-lowest 
in the region, with just Virginia 
Beach and Chesapeake having 
lower tax rates. 

However, due to the 14 %  
increase in reassessment val-
ues, it amounts to an effective 

real estate tax increase, with 
overall residential property val-
ues increasing by $781.4 mil-
lion. With 3 6,8 8 5 residential 
parcels in the city, it represents 
a $21,184.93 average increase 
in value for each property. 

A public hearing for the 
effective real estate tax increase 

is scheduled for May 4. 
Citing a 2021 Real Estate 

Information Network market 
analysis report, median sales 
prices for homes increased 
14.6%  in 2021, from $295,000 
to $338,100. According to real 

Public hearing scheduled for city budget

MEGAN TAYLOR/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Meghan McNamara, Tion Ashby, Shown Reed, Vonita Williams, Cassandra Waters 
and  Tony Jones speak out about tax injustice.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMERICAN IDOL 

Dan Marshall advanced to the final 14 on the 20th season of Idol. 

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

Dan Marshall, a graduate of 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy, 
has been taking the American 
Idol stage by storm. 

On Monday night, Marshall, 
known as Daniel Griffith during 
his days as a student-athlete 
at NSA and later at Virginia 
Tech, advanced to the final 14 
on the 20th season of Idol. He 
was voted by fans as one of 
the competition’s top 10 per-
formers after a Sunday night 
performance of Garth Brooks’ 
“Friends in Low P laces.” After 
it was announced Monday night 
that he had advanced, Marshall 
sang “Stuck on You” by Lionel 
Richie, one of the competition’s 
judges. “He knocked it out of 
the park,” Richie declared.

Marshall graduated from 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
in 2016 after transferring there 
for his senior year from Western 
Branch High School. Marshall 
was a standout football player 
and recorded 56 tackles and 
eight sacks in six games his 
senior year, which was plagued 
by injuries. He signed as a pre-
ferred walk-on at Virginia Tech, 
where he played football for 
all four years of college as a 
linebacker. 

He is currently a resident of 

NSA graduate in Idol’s top 14
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Public Hearings

Funding the Right Transportation Projects

You are invited to share comments on transportation projects that have been recommended for funding in the FY2023-2028 Six-Year 

Improvement Program (SYIP).  Additionally, pursuant to §33.2-202, comments will be accepted for new projects valued in excess of $25 millio

The Commonwealth Transportation Board will take your comments into consideration as it develops the FY2023-2028 SYIP. The program 

allocates public funds to highway, road, bridge, rail, bicycle, pedestrian and public transportation projects. All federally eligible projects in the 

SYIP will be included in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program to document how Virginia will obligate its federal funds. 

Meeting materials will be available https://www.ctb.virginia.gov/planning/springmeetings2022/default.asp before April 25, 2022.

Public meetings begin at 4 p.m. in each of the locations except as noted below:

A formal comment period will be held at these meetings.

Monday, April 25

Fredericksburg District

 James Monroe High School

2300 Washington Avenue

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401

Tuesday, April 26

Culpeper District

Culpeper District Auditorium

1601 Orange Road

Culpeper, Virginia 22701

Thursday, April 28 

Richmond District

Richmond District Auditorium 2430 

Pine Forest Drive 

Colonial Heights, Virginia 23834

Monday, May 2

Staunton District

Blue Ridge Community College 

Plecker Center

1 College Lane 

Weyers Cave, Virginia 24486

Tuesday, May 3

Lynchburg District 

Virginian Hotel,

712 Church Street

Lynchburg, Virginia 24504

Wednesday, May 4

*Northern Virginia District

 Northern Virginia District Office

Potomac Conference Room

4975 Alliance Drive

Fairfax, Virginia 22030

*meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.

Monday, May 9

Hampton Roads District

Hampton Roads District Auditorium

7511 Burbage Drive, 

Suffolk, Virginia 23435

Wednesday, May 11

Bristol District

Southwest Virginia Higher Education 

Center

One Partnership Circle

Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Thursday, May 12

Salem District

Holiday Inn Valley View

3315 Ordway Drive NW

Roanoke, Virginia 24017

*The Northern Virginia District meeting will serve as the required joint public meeting with the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority, the 

Northern Virginia Transportation Commission, the Virginia Railway Express, and the CTB per § 33.2-214.3 of the Code of Virginia.

You can submit comments by email or mail by May 23, 2022.

For roads and highways: Six-YearProgram@VDOT.Virginia.gov, or Infrastructure Investment Director, Virginia Department of Transportation 

1401 East Broad St., Richmond, VA 23219.

For rail and public transportation: DRPTPR@drpt.virginia.gov , Public Information Office, Virginia Department of Rail and Public 

Transportation 600 East Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond VA, 23219.

The Commonwealth is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied the benefits of its 
services on the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need 
further information on these policies or special assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, please 
contact the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Title VI Compliance Officer at 804-786-2730 or the Virginia Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation’s Title VI Compliance Officer at 804-786-4440 (TTY users call 711).

You are invited to share comments on transportation projects that have been recommended for funding in the 
FY2023-2028 Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP). Additionally, pursuant to §33.2-202, comments will be accepted 
for new projects valued in excess of $25 million The Commonwealth Transportation Board will take your comments 
into consideration as it develops the FY2023-2028 SYIP. The program allocates public funds to highway, road, bridge, 
rail, bicycle, pedestrian and public transportation projects. All federally eligible projects in the SYIP will be included in 
the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program to document how Virginia will obligate its federal funds.

Meeting materials will be available https://www.ctb.virginia.gov/planning/springmeetings2022/default.asp before 
April 25, 2022.

Public meetings begin at 4 p.m. in each of the locations except as noted below:
A formal comment period will be held at these meetings.

*The Northern Virginia District meeting will serve as the required joint public meeting with the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority, the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission, the Virginia Railway Express, and the CTB 
per § 33.2-214.3 of the Code of Virginia.

You can submit comments by email or mail by May 23, 2022.

For roads and highways: Six-YearProgram@VDOT.Virginia.gov, or Infrastructure Investment Director, Virginia 
Department of Transportation 1401 East Broad St., Richmond, VA 23219.

For rail and public transportation: DRPTPR@drpt.virginia.gov, Public Information Office, Virginia Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation 600 East Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond VA, 23219.

The Commonwealth is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied the benefits 
of its services on the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
If you need further information on these policies or special assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English 
proficiency, please contact the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Title VI Compliance Officer at 804-786-2730 
or the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation’s Title VI Compliance Officer at 804-786-4440 
(TTY users call 711).

Monday, April 25
Fredericksburg District

James Monroe High School
2300 Washington Avenue

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401

Tuesday, April 26
Culpeper District

Culpeper District Auditorium
1601 Orange Road

Culpeper, Virginia 22701

Thursday, April 28
Richmond District

Richmond District Auditorium 2430
Pine Forest Drive

Colonial Heights, Virginia 23834

Monday, May 2
Staunton District

Blue Ridge Community College
Plecker Center
1 College Lane

Weyers Cave, Virginia 24486

Tuesday, May 3
Lynchburg District

Virginian Hotel,
712 Church Street

Lynchburg, Virginia 24504

Wednesday, May 4
*Northern Virginia District

Northern Virginia District Office
Potomac Conference Room

4975 Alliance Drive
Fairfax, Virginia 22030

*meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.

Monday, May 9
Hampton Roads District

Hampton Roads District Auditorium
7511 Burbage Drive,

Suffolk, Virginia 23435

Wednesday, May 11
Bristol District

Southwest Virginia Higher Education
Center

One Partnership Circle
Abingdon, Virginia 24210
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Salem District

Holiday Inn Valley View
3315 Ordway Drive NW
Roanoke, Virginia 24017
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Saturday, April 23rd on the campus of Isle of Wight Academy 
17111 Courthouse Highway • Isle of Wight, VA 23397 

School Phone: (757) 357-3866 
Time: 2-6 p.m. 

Cost: $35 for adults (age 18 and up), 
$15 for students (ages 6-17), students 5 and under are tree 

Tickets Available at Farmers Bank, Windsor & Smithfield Offices, Smithfield True Value and Schools Main 0ffice 

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

com/VoteNRWebby2022. 
“It’s exciting,” said 

Nikki Bass, author of the 
StoryMap and member of 
the tribe. “We are a small 
tribe and with this global 
recognition, many people 
are hearing about us for 
the first time. “

The site outlines the 
story of the Nansemond 
River and its surrounding 
ecosystem as well as the 
story of the indigenous 
people who live there. 
The story follows the gen-
erations who lived there, 
their displacement due to 
colonization, their return 
and how all of this affect-
ed the local environment. 

The StoryMap is illus-

trated with various imag-
es to help tell the story. 
There are historical and 
current photos, old maps, 
newspaper clippings and 
pictures of artifacts. Also, 
there are interactive maps 
showing more precise 
locations of where histor-
ical accounts took place. 
According to Bass, old 
maps, like ones made by 
John Smith, can be hard 
to use to locate where 
sites actually are in mod-
ern times. 

“You not only see 
where it is on a modern 
map, but you can zoom 
in on a specific spot to 
see the specific location,” 
said Bass. 

To make this StoryMap 
happen, Bass worked 
with Dave Jasinski and 
Lauren Huey with Green 
Fin Studio, a marketing 
agency in Richmond. 
From the tribe, she 
worked with Leila Avery 
and Chief Keith Anderson 
to put it all together. They 
received funding from 
Chesapeake Bay Trust to 
help tell the story. 

“We hope this website 
will get people excited 
to learn about tradition-
al lifestyles and how the 
tribe lived in order to 
make informed plans for 
the future,” said Bass. 

StoryMap: Voting closes Thursday
Continued from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Possum Hollow Ruritans recently picked up trash on North Cherry Grove Road and Riddick Road. From 
left are Drex Bradshaw, Mike Gambacorta, Jim Henderson, Diane Fincher and Jack Eure.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Angel’s Adult Daycare Center LLC, located at 430 N. Main St., celebrated its grand opening with a ribbon-cutting. Front from left are Lenora 
Reid, Dwayne Calvie, owner Joanne Calvie, Mayor Mike Duman and Marlvetts Lewis. In back is Pastor Fletcher Reid.

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER  

The Suffolk Sheriff’s 
Department made its last 
stop on this year’s Easter 
Bunny trail at Autumn 
Care nursing home last 
week. 

The Easter Bunny vis-
ited with residents, bring-
ing them stuffed bunnies 
and even assisting them 
in their own Easter egg 
hunt.

This was the last stop 
on the Easter Bunny 
Trail, which began earli-
er in April and included 
stops at three other nurs-
ing homes as well as the 
Sentara Obici Women’s 
Center. 

The trail began in 2016 
as part of the Easter 
Bunny Foundation, which 
was founded in 1995. 

The foundation provid-
ed sheriff’s departments 
with stuffed bunnies and 
Easter Bunny costumes 
so that they could visit 
children’s hospitals and 
nursing homes and hand 
out the bunnies to the res-
idents. 

The foundation is no 
longer active, as the 
founder passed away ear-
lier this year, but the sher-
iff’s department still gath-
ered up stuffed bunnies 
and their bunny costume 
and maintained the tradi-
tion of bringing smiles to 
the faces of nursing home 
residents.

“They love it. For a 
lot of the residents, the 
Easter Bunny is just as 
exciting to them as it is to 
children. They get to have 
fun with it and spend time 
with those of us at the 

sheriff’s office that get to 
visit,” said Katie Jones, 
the community engage-
ment coordinator at the 
sheriff’s office.

This is the first time 
since 2019 that the sher-
iff’s staff could meet with 
the residents inside the 
facility. In 2020 and 2022, 
the Easter Bunny waved 
hello to the residents from 
outside of their windows, 
but still left them gifts to 
be handed out by staff.

“Everyone was just so 
excited, I think mostly 
because the doors were 
open again and we could 
actually visit with the 
people there that we’d not  
seen in three years,” said 
Jones, “When you visit 
with the same people year 
after, you get to know 
them, so it was nice see-
ing everyone again.”

Suffolk Sheriff’s 
Department completes 

the Bunny Trail

We encourage readers to submit news and 
opinion for publication. 

news@suffolknewsherald.com
P.O. Box 1220
Suffolk, VA 23439
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

If there’s one thing both propo-
nents and opponents of the Port 
460 Logistics Center project can 
agree on, it’s that traffic in the 
surrounding area will increase as 

a result. 
But project developers Matan 

Companies, the applicant for 
a rezoning of a 545-acre site 
off of U.S. Routes 460 and 58, 
Pitchkettle Road, Kings Fork 
Road and Murphys Mill Road 
that would bring 10 warehouses 

and five commercial retail build-
ings, contend the traffic will be at 
lower levels than what it could be 
with other types of development, 
and even if there is no develop-
ment, it will continue to rise. 

Project opponents, however, 
argue that the increase in traf-

fic on the roads surrounding the 
project will fill the corridor with 
much higher volumes of truck 
traffic, and much higher vol-
umes than the roads can handle 
without massive and costly road 
improvements. 

City Council is scheduled to 

hold a public hearing Wednesday 
on the project rezoning from 
general commercial and agri-
cultural to heavy manufacturing 
zoning. Mayor Mike Duman, 
who expects to at least double 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWSHERALD

The Nansemond Indian 
Powwow returns after being 

canceled the past two years, 
bringing numerous tribes to 
Suffolk for a celebration of the 
Native American culture and 
heritage.

The 32nd annual powwow 
is a free, family-friendly event 
with traditional song, dance and 
dress, along with delicious food, 
traditional crafts and other fun 

activities.
This year’s event is set for 

Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 20-21 

Mayor calls for rezoning to be tabled

Nansemond powwow returns
FILE PHOTO 

After a two-year absence, the Nansemond Indian Powwow returns this weekend.

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

Windsor Police Officer 
Daniel Crocker’s removal of 
a firearm from Army 2nd Lt. 
Caron Nazario’s car during a 
Dec. 5, 2020, traffic stop was 

“unlawful,” but he and ex-of-
ficer Joe Gutierrez had “prob-
able cause” to pull him over, a 
federal judge ruled on Tuesday.

U.S. District Judge Roderick 
C. Y oung granted “summary 

Judge: Traffic stop valid; 
vehicle search wasn’t

FROM STAFF REPORTS
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Bridge work scheduled to 
begin Aug. 18 will reduce the 
normally four-lane U.S. 460 
bridge between Isle of Wight and 
Southampton counties to just two 
lanes –  one eastbound and one 

westbound.
While Virginia Department of 

Transportation crews work on 
rehabilitating the bridge over the 
Blackwater River, motorists trav-
eling eastbound will be directed 
to use the outside eastbound lane. 

VDOT to restrict traffic on 
U.S. 460 for bridge work

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

They were living proof that 
something good could, and did, 
come out of the South Suffolk, 
Pleasant Hill and Orlando 

neighborhoods. 
The pride among those who 

have lived, and continue to 
live, in their neighborhoods, 
was evident over the course of 
the weekend as they held their 
first-ever reunion. 

At a banquet to celebrate the 

reunion Saturday at the Hilton 
Garden Inn-Suffolk Riverfront, 
they shared their memories, their 
stories, hugs and danced away 
the evening in fellowship. They 
held a meet and greet last Friday, 

Reunion brings communities together

See BRIDGE, 10

See WINDSOR, 5 See REUNION, 10

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

A candidate running for the 
Suffolk Borough seat on City 
Council will not be removed 
from the ballot, at least for 
now. 

The city’s Electoral Board 
voted 2-1 during a special 
meeting Tuesday against 
removing Arthur Bredemeyer 
from the ballot. Bredemeyer 
is running against Planning 
Commissioner John Rector 
for the seat. Donald Goldberg, 
who currently represents the 
Suffolk Borough on council, 
opted not to run for re-elec-
tion. 

The issue, according to 
general registrar Burdette 
Lawrence, centers around a 
report of fraudulent signatures 
on Bredemeyer’s petition to 
earn a spot on the ballot. 

Lawrence said the registrar’s 
office received the report of 
fraudulent signatures July 7, 
and turned the matter over 

Board 
votes not 
to remove 
candidate

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Past and present members of the South Suffolk, Pleasant Hill and Orlando communities gathered this past weekend for 
a first-ever reunion. They held a banquet last Saturday at the Hilton Garden Inn-Suffolk Riverfront.
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and held a worship service 
at St. Paul Church followed 
by a cookout Sunday.  

At the banquet, the Rev. 
Betty Montgomery noted 
that the Orlando communi-
ty began at Malone Avenue 
and ended at Osceola 
Avenue, and in between, 
were four other streets. She 
said the people in her com-
munity were unique. 

“Y ou had industrial on 
the left slide of the street 
and residents on the right 
side of the street, and in 
between, you had little boys 
and girls thinking that they 
were in a pleasant place, 
if you will,” Montgomery 
said. “Did we struggle?  
Well, I guess we did, but 
our parents didn’t let us say 
that we were struggling.”

Vice Mayor Leroy 
Bennett and Whaleyville 
Borough Councilman 
LeOtis Williams also deliv-
ered remarks during the 
banquet. 

“Orlando was what we 
call a blue-collar commu-
nity. My dad worked at 
Planters. There were some 
who worked at the shipyard. 
Some worked at Ramsey’s 
Mill. And yet, they were 
able to take care of us. We 
were able to play togeth-

er, go to church together, 
for there was a church in 
every community, as we 
have called those places out 
— South Suffolk, Pleasant 
Hill, Orlando.”

Frank Kahan said grow-
ing up in Pleasant Hill, he 
and those he hung out with 
called themselves the little 
rascals. He said they did 
strange things fed to them 
by their elders at the barber 
shop. 

“Like, if you go to the 
Pleasant Hill cemetery at 
night on a full moon, and 
whatever that moon shined 
upon, you’re going to find 
a pot of gold,” Kahan said. 
“Several times we went 
down there to find a pot of 
gold, but we didn’t dig.”

Representing South 
Suffolk, Greg Richardson 
said he recalled not having 
modern conveniences. 

“We didn’t have video 
games and cell phones,” 
Richardson said. “And so 
we was out in the street 
playing. We did things that 
the kids of today don’t do. 
We didn’t walk around with 
sagging pants. We were 
respectful of our elders. We 
always said, ‘ Y es, ma’am’ 
or “No, sir.’ If you was 
caught on Charlotte Avenue 

in front of Mr. Benton’s 
house doing some things 
you shouldn’t have been 
doing, Mr. Benton would 
call around the corner 
and tell my parents what 
I was doing, and so South 
Suffolk was a good com-
munity where we got most 
of our roots, and from that, 
we were able to do things 
in life that we probably 
thought we would never, 
ever do.”

They were not disap-
pointed by what they didn’t 
have, Richardson said, 
but rather, treasured what 
they did possess — fami-
ly, friendship and a sense 
of community. He recalled 
knowing when to come 
home by the streetlights 
coming on. He said they 
learned good morals, found 
out who they were and had 
a good upbringing with a 
solid foundation.

“If something happened 
in school with somebody 
from South Suffolk, the 
whole neighborhood, no 
matter what your name 
was, if you were from South 
Suffolk, you stuck togeth-
er,” Richardson said, “and 
everybody knew where 
you were from, and they 
knew not to start anything. 

Most of us had brothers and 
sisters, and then we had the 
community.”

Cynthia Dowling, the 
committee co-chairper-
son, said God-willing, they 
will hold another reunion. 
Throughout the night, they 
gathered together, posing 
for photos and reminiscing.  

“I know it started with a 
thought,” Richardson said. 
“Let’s have a reunion. And 
see what it is now. We all 
came together. We hadn’t 
come together for 30 or 40 
years. We’ve been all over 
the world and we are back 
in Suffolk, and it’s a mar-
velous thing. God is good.”

Reunion: ‘We all came together’
Continued from page 1

Bridge: Work necessitates change in traffic flow
Continued from page 1

Powwow: A celebration of culture and heritage
Continued from page 1

From Aug. 18-25, west-
bound traffic will continue 
within the outside west-
bound lane between Z uni 
Circle and Tucker Swamp 
Road.

Starting on Aug. 25, 
westbound traffic will 
be shifted to the east-
bound inside lane on 
the already-rehabilitat-
ed portion of the bridge. 
Eastbound traffic will con-

tinue within the outside 
eastboudn lane between 
Z uni Circle and Tucker 
Swamp Road.

The new traffic patterns 
are expected to be in place 
through the remainder of 
summer and fall. A sin-
gle reduced-width lane of 
traffic will be maintained 
in each direction on Route 
460 until the project is 
completed.

Wide loads exceeding 10 
feet 6 inches are advised to 
use alternate routes, such 
as:

To Route 460 west:
Turn left on Route 

258;
Take Route 58 

Business to Route 35;
Turn right on Route 

616;  and
Turn left on Route 

460.

To Route 460 east:
Turn right Route 616;
Turn left on Route 35;
Follow Route 58 to 

Route 258;  and
Turn right on Route 

460.
Motorists are advised 

to use caution when using 
the single lanes, as work-
ers and equipment will be 
entering and exiting the 
work zone.

on the tribe’s Chuckatuck 
land at 1001 Pembroke 
Lane, which runs off 
Godwin Boulevard across 
from Oakland Elementary 
School. Festivities are 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Sunday.

The grand entry ceremo-
ny begins at noon Saturday 
and 1 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tribal chiefs, honor guard 
and dancers in traditional 
regalia present the colors 
before the drums start beat-
ing and the dancing com-

mences.
Returning this year 

are Clark Stewart 
(Chickahominy) as the 
powwow’s master of cer-
emonies, and Maurice 
Proctor (Piscataway) as 
the arena director. The 
head man and woman 
will be Kalen Anderson 
(Nansemond) and Haily 
Holmes (Chickahominy), 
respectively, with Stoney 
Creek of Hollister, North 
Carolina as the host 
drum and War Paint of 
Lumberton, North Carolina 

as the guest drum.
“Though we hold our 

powwow within the state 
of Virginia, state borders 
came long after us,” the 
powwow website states. 
“Our history and our rela-
tionships have no borders.”

The annual event has 
been held since 1988, with 
the exception of 2020 and 
2021 due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

There is no admission 
fee for the event. No 
drugs, alcohol or pets will 
be allowed, but therapy or 

comfort pets may be per-
mitted.

Organizers note that 
public health protocols will 
be in place for the event.

“All are welcome at this 
family-friendly event fea-
turing Native American 
song, dance, food and 
crafts,” the flier for this 
year’s powwow states. 
Vendor space is also avail-
able.

For additional infor-
mation, email chief@
Nansemond.org.

FROM STAFF REPORTS
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After waiting two years 
because of the pandemic, 
the Suffolk Democratic 
Committee was excit-
ed to hold its annual 
Leadership Luncheon at 
the Hilton Garden Inn 
Suffolk Riverfront on 
Saturday, July 30.

Three “amazing” 
Suffolk leaders — 
Richard Green, Dr. Tonita 
Joyner Phillips and Dr. 
Kawanna Ward — were 
honored for “their end-
less contributions and 
resources to support 
those in the community,” 
said event Chair Karen 
Jenkins. 

This year a special 
addition to the program 
was the presentation of 
“I See a Future Leader 
in Y ou” medallions to 21 
youth in the Suffolk com-
munity. The medallions 
were placed around their 
necks by local elected 
officials and U.S. Rep. 
Bobby Scott, D-Va. 

“Clearly one of the 
highlights of the after-

noon, parents and fami-
ly members of the hon-
orees cheered and cried 
with joy,” Jenkins said. 
“Several of the honorees 
were filled with emotion 
because they realized 
that someone was say-
ing, ‘ I believe in you;  
you can do it.’ It is not 
about reminding them of 
any mistakes they may 
have made, but it is about 
what they are going to 
accomplish as they move 
forward in life.” 

Jenkins told the audi-
ence that being an honor 
student or a student 
without discipline issues 
were not requirements 
for nomination for the 
awards. She stated that 
“we all have made low 
grades one time or anoth-
er and we’ve all made 
some harmful choices in 
life. However, there were 
persons who didn’t hold 
us hostage because of it, 
but encouraged us to do 
better and that we have 
greatness on the inside. 
Those persons were will-
ing to guide us in the 
right direction which cre-

ates leaders because that 
is what great leaders do.” 

The keynote speak-
er, Pastor Karl Wilkins 
from The Mount Suffolk, 
delivered an inspirational 
message described as rel-
evant for the occasion. 

“It was what every-
one needed to hear from 
the youth to the adults 
who attended the event,” 
Jenkins said. “Pastor Karl 
was transparent about his 
life’s journey, which is 

why people love him and 
his ministry.” 

Scott shared why vot-
ing is so important and 
that failure to vote is not 
an option. He stated that 
all need to have their 
voices heard at the polls 
by casting their votes.

Jenkins thanked all 
who supported the annual 
Leadership Luncheon and 
the Suffolk Democratic 
Committee.

Student medallions highlight 
Democratic Leadership Luncheon

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Among the 21 Suffolk youth receiving “I See a Future Leader in 
You” medallions at the Suffolk Democratic Committee Leadership 
Luncheon on July 30 were, on left, King’s Fork senior Nicholas 
Hamilton and on right, fifth grade twins Madison and Morgan Ward.
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BY JEFF MOORE
STAFF WRITER

After a two-year hiatus, the 
Nansemond Indian Nation 
Powwow returned with the larg-
est crowd in the event’s more 
than 30-year history to enjoy 
the music, dances, prayers and 
food.

Nansemond Tribal Chief 
Keith F. Anderson said Monday 
that those who are good at esti-
mating crowds believe they 
exceeded more than 5,000 over 
the two-day event, held Saturday 
and Sunday at Mattanock Town, 
1001 Pembroke Lane, which 
runs off Godwin Boulevard 
across from Oakland Elementary 
School. There also was excel-
lent participation from tribes 
across the U.S. and Alaska with 
more than 50 taking part.

“I’m still on a natural high,” 
Anderson said. He said the 
crowd was at or above capacity 
and parking actually exceeded 
the allotted space.

Additionally, the weather for 
the weekend was nearly per-
fect, with rain stopping early 
Saturday before activities start-
ed and then not showing up 
again until after the events 
ended Sunday.

“We were very blessed,” he 
said.

Even with the large crowd, he 
said there was plenty of space 
for those who wanted to social 
distance or avoid crowded set-
tings due to COVID-19, which 
led to the event’s cancellation in 
2020 and 2021. To ensure vis-
itors’ safety, he said they made 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) such as masks and gloves 
accessible for those wanting it.

The Nansemond tribe received 
lots of praise from those attend-
ing this year’s event, thanking 

Nansemond Powwow sees record crowds

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Borough City Council 
candidate Art Bredemeyer will 
be removed from the ballot 
after all. 

In a reversal of a vote less 

than a week ago, the Electoral 
Board voted unanimous-
ly during a special meeting 
Monday to remove Bredemeyer 
from the ballot. 

It means Planning 
Commissioner John Rector will 
be the only person on the ballot 

for the Suffolk Borough seat. 
Donald Goldberg, who is the 
current borough representative 
on council, decided not to run 
for a third term. 

General Registrar Burdette 
Lawrence said the vote Monday 
was “on the grounds of mate-

rial omission by the circula-
tor’s address and not (having) 
enough valid signatures on the 
petitions.”

The board had voted 2-1 at an 
Aug. 16 special meeting not to 
remove Bredemeyer from the 
ballot at that time. 

The issue centered around a 
report of fraudulent signatures 
on Bredemeyer’s petition to 
earn a spot on the ballot. 

Lawrence initially certified 
Bredemeyer as a candidate 

Candidate removed from ballot

FROM STAFF REPORTS
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Shootings two days apart 
have left one dead and another 
with life-threatening injuries.

Suffolk Police Department is 
investigating the two incidents 
— the first from Saturday, 
Aug. 20 and the second early 
Monday, Aug. 22.

In the first incident, a 
man was shot to death early 

Police 
investigate 
shootings 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Ephraim Goodman has run 
into a roadblock in his effort to 
build 20 single-family homes in 
the Orlando neighborhood he 
grew up in, but if he gets City 
Council approval next month, 
he’ll be able to proceed.

Goodman received coun-

cil approval two years ago for 
rezoning of three properties 
totaling 7.88 acres on Factory 
Street — two of them, at 4.66 
acres, from heavy industrial to 
residential urban, and the other 
property, closest to Factory 
Street itself, from heavy indus-
trial to general commercial 

Variances advance 
on Orlando project
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The Virginia Court of 
Appeals has upheld the 
February 2020 conviction 
of a Virginia Beach man 

convicted of attempted capi-
tal murder and other charges 
stemming from an assault 
the previous year in Suffolk 
against his estranged wife. 

The man, Timothy Wayne 
Carr, was also found guilty 

in Suffolk Circuit Court of 
felony aggravated malicious 
wounding, armed burglary, 
possession of burglary tools, 
object sexual penetration, 

Appeals court upholds 
convictions in assault

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

About 35 acres on two 
properties off of White Marsh 
Road, about a mile south of 
East Washington Street, will 
be rezoned to allow for 170 
homes. 

City Council unanimous-
ly approved the rezoning of 
the properties at 1355 White 
Marsh Road from agricultural 
and rural residential to residen-
tial urban zoning at its Aug. 
17 meeting. The Planning 
Commission also had unan-

Rezoning 
approved 
for 170 
homes

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Nansemond Indian Nation welcomed approximately 5,000 people to their powwow. Visitors learned the history and 
culture of the tribe while enjoying dancing, food, crafts and more.



WWW.SUFFOLKNEWSHERALD.COM WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2022 | PAGE 9

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
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Prepare 
for power 
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today 
WITH A HOME 
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SATURDAY
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North Main St. ■ Downtown Su� olk
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TasteofSu� olkVa.com

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Enjoy a flavorful pairing of your favorites from
The Mod Olive & The Plaid Turnip

115 N. Main Street, Suffolk

(757) 935-5281     www.themodolive.com

THE MOD OLIVE IS 
NOW HOME TO...

them for bringing the 
powwow back. Many 
in the crowd appreciat-
ed the explanations that 
Anderson offered during 
all the tribal dances and 
activities, providing them 
with an understanding of 
what was taking place 
and the protocol behind it.

Tribes from across 
Virginia and North 
Carolina were joined by 
those from Florida, many 
western states and even 
Alaska. He said there 
were about 70 dancers 
and more than 200 from 
other tribes joining in as 
drummers or other sup-
port roles for the pow-
wow. Many of the Native 
people also brought their 
families to enjoy the 
weekend events.

Those from Native 
American nations in the 
western U.S. handed the 
Nansemond a big compli-
ment because of the great 
job they did in keeping 
the educational aspects 
in place for visitors, 
Anderson said.

“We’re very elated to 
hear that,” he said, add-
ing it’s great to know that 
the east coast tribes are 
doing well with sharing 
the story of their people.

Those who missed 
the August powwow in 

Suffolk will have anoth-
er opportunity to attend 
one close to home as 
the Nansemond Nation 
hosts another powwow 
in Chesapeake Oct. 22 
and 23. Anderson said it’s 
been 10 years since they 
held one in the neighbor-
ing community, noting the 
nation has strong connec-
tions to all the communi-
ties around Tidewater.

The Nansemond Indian 
Nation also is planning 
a lot of other activities 
throughout the year at 
schools, colleges and 
museums around the 
region. He said these 
“mini-events” help them 
share the history of their 
people through educa-
tional and cultural activ-
ities and the chance to 
share how the tribe is 
thriving, particularly in 
the past four years since 
receiving federal recogni-
tion as a nation.

The Nansemond nation 
also plans to continue 
attending other weekend 
powwows held by their 
sister tribes throughout 
the region. These week-
end activities occur all the 
way up to Thanksgiving, 
he said.

Additionally, Anderson 
said they are planning to 
bring back the Firebird 

Festival next spring, 
which is geared to help 
educate school age chil-
dren. This also was can-
celed the last couple of 
years because of the pan-
demic.

They also are taking 
part in the Great Dismal 
Swamp Initiative that 
is working to secure 
National Heritage Area 
designation. He said there 
are a lot of programs 
going on there that pro-
vide education not only 
on the Native American 
ties to the Dismal Swamp, 
but also of the African 
American and European 
people. To support this 
event, he noted they are 
pleased with the new 
heritage center the City 
of Chesapeake has built 
near the entrance to the 
swamp.

To make the event pos-
sible in Suffolk, Anderson 
said it took not only the 
support of other tribes, 
but also the excellent 
assistance they got from 
the City of Suffolk, area 
EMS, police and fire 

departments and the city’s 
Parks and Recreation 
Department. He said the 
tribe would not have been 
able to hold the event 
without all of the volun-
teers and the in-kind sup-
port they received from 
the community.

The Nansemond Indian 
Nation continues to work 
on its programs as it is in 
its fourth year of sover-
eignty. “We’re still babies 
in the scheme of things,” 
Anderson said.

He explained it takes 
time to get the right peo-
ple in the roles needed to 
manage the tribal affairs, 
noting it is a huge respon-
sibility. They have to 
ensure they are meeting 
all of the requirements 
that come with federal 
recognition and also be 
accountable to those who 
grant them funding and to 
the people of their nation.

Anderson said it’s chal-
lenging but he believes 
it is going well. There 
is a big learning curve, 
particularly in Virginia, 
where federally recog-
nized Native American 
nations are relatively new. 
Educating themselves and 
others is a big part of 
what they are working to 
do.

Powwow: Event return exceeds expectations
Continued from page 1

More photos and video 
at suffolknewsherald.com

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

More than 70 dancers from tribes across multiple states demon-
strated different dances to educate and entertain powwow attend-
ees. Clockwise from top left, Frank Adams, Upper Mattaponi Chief, 
and  David Hennaman, Nansemond Assistant Chief, during the 
opening prayer; Preston Adkins and his grandson (Chickahominy); 
Cheyenne Harmon (Nanticoke); Marcus Mills (Haliwa Saponi); Hailey 
Holmes (Chickahominy); Aaron Winston (Pamunkey); Youngest gen-
eration (Haliwa Saponi and Nansemond). 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWSHERALD

The Suffolk Art League, 
in cooperation with the 
Suffolk Art Gallery, is 
accepting entries for its 
annual juried exhibition.

The 2022 Juried 
Exhibition is set to run 
from Octo. 22 through 
Dec. 2. Artists may enter 
up to three original art-
works in any media, but 
they must not have been 
exhibited at the Suffolk 
Art Gallery and must 
have been completed 
within the last two years. 
The deadline to enter art-
work for consideration is 
5 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 8. 

The entry fee is $1 5 for 
Suffolk Art League mem-
bers and $45 non-mem-
bers. 

Entries must be sub-
mitted digitally either by 
email or on a flash drive 
or CD. Also, entries must 

include a completed entry 
form, entry fee and quali-
ty images of artwork.

To get a complete Juried 
Exhibition prospectus, 
visit the Suffolk Art 
League online at https: / /
www.suffolkartleague.
com/ exhibits--events.
html. 

The juror for the 
2022 exhibition is Beth 
Hinderliter, director of 
the Duke Hall Gallery 
of Fine Art and associ-
ate professor of art his-
tory at James Madison 
University. As a curator, 
she works inclusively 
to curate contemporary 
art exhibitions engaged 
in the care of new pos-
sible worlds and social 
relations. Previous exhi-
bitions include Colonial 
Wounds / Pos tcolonia l 
Repair, Skeena Reece, and 
Exuberance:  Dialogues 
in African American 
Abstract Painting. She is 

the co-editor of “More 
than Our Pain:  Affect 
and Emotion in the Era 
of Black Lives Matter” 
and “Antagonizing 
White Feminism:  
I n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y ’ s 
Critique of Women’s 
Studies and the Academy” 
(Lexington, 2019). 

Awards for the exhibi-
tion total $2,575 and the 
first-place prize includes 
$ 500 along with the 
opportunity for a one-per-
son exhibit at the Suffolk 
Art Gallery.

For more information 
or to receive the prospec-
tus by mail, contact the 
Suffolk Art League at 
757-925-0448 or email 
suffolkartleague@ veri-
zon.net.

The Suffolk Art League 
serves as a community 
oriented fine arts organi-
zation dedicated to mak-
ing the arts accessible to 
the Suffolk community 
and throughout Hampton 
Roads www.suffol-
kartleague.com. 

Entries open for juried exhibition
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BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

The Coalition Against 
Poverty in Suffolk is gearing 
up to begin its Night Stay 
Program for the homeless 
needing shelter in the winter 
months ahead.

The CAPS Night Stay 
Program begins Wednesday, 
Jan. 4 and continues through 
March 28. Checkout day is 

BY JEFF MOORE
STAFF WRITER

Christmas time is 
filled with magical 
memories for Billy 
Chorey from his 
days growing up in 
Suffolk.

Chorey, owner/
broker of Chorey and 
Associates Realty 
LTD, said he is hop-
ing this time of year 
that provided many 
of the best childhood 
memories of his life 

is the case for all 
youngsters living in 
the city this year.

By sharing some 
of his fondest hol-
iday memories, he 
is hoping local resi-
dents, businesses and 
organizations will 
step up and support 
programs like the 
Cheer Fund, which 
is working to raise 
$40,000 this year to 
ensure there are toys 

$20,920

Cheer Fund

Dec. 11
$500  Parr Funeral home
$150 Nansemond Pre-Cast 
Concrete Co., Inc.
$75 Eure Heating & Cooling, 
Inc.
$100 Coastal Insurance 
Agency Inc.
$500 Scott, Bradshaw & 
Rawls, P.C. 
 To honor Steve Huber, 
Paul Huber, Everett Birdsong, 
Charles Birdsong, George 
Birdsong
$1,000 Supreme Petroleum 
Inc.
$100 Suffolk Iron Works, Inc.
$200 Betty Bunch
 In memory of the Bunch & 
Mann families
$100 Donna Carroll
$100 Shirley & Anthony (Ricky) 
Barnes
 In memory of our deceased 
loved ones.
$100 Rick & Debbie DeLugo
 In honor of our brave fire-
fighters

$250 Carr Investment Group
$100 Rachel E. Tyler, L.C.
 In memory of Robert & 
Rachael Ellis
$100 Right of Way Acquisitions 
& Appraisals, Inc.
 In memory of Rachel E. 
Tyler, Malcolm & Robert 
Stephen Daniels by family
$1,000 Birdsong Trust Fund
 In memory of John C. Harrell
$50 Bettye Umphlette
 In memory of L. Carrol 
Umphlette
$200 William & Carolyn 
Freeman
 In loving memory of Mrs. 
Lessie and Betty Freeman 
$50 Barbara Rodham
$250 Cedar Point Country Club 
Ladies Golf Association 
$50 Robert S. Jones
$2,500 Billy Chorey

Current total 
from donations: 

$20,920

Goal
$40,000

Magical 
memories for 

Christmas

BY GREG GOLDFARB
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As evening draws near, owls, 
otters, bullfrogs and bats quiet-
ly show themselves exploring 
for food and shelter. 

During the day, raccoons, 
squirrels, foxes, deer, rabbits, 
turkeys and bear roam the flora 
and fauna, sharing the huge 
brown bog with snakes, hawks, 

owls and even the endangered 
Red-Cockaded Woodpecker, 
with its blood-colored crown 
seeming to glow in the tall 
dark trees. 

Welcome to Cross Swamp, 
504 acres of federally protect-
ed forested wetlands about 
10 miles north of downtown 
Suffolk in Driver and about 15 
miles from the legendary Great 
Dismal Swamp. 

But unlike its well-known 
nearby cousin, dominat-
ed by the 3,108-acre Lake 
Drummond, Cross Swamp has 
no lake. It is almost entire-
ly covered with gum, pine 
and oak trees and the bam-
boo-like River Cane, used by 
Nansemond Indians to make 
hunting arrows. 

It is also landlocked, has 
no tidal flow, only receiving 

nutrients from fresh ground-
water and rainfall. This means 
that depending on the annual 
rainfall amount and weather 
patterns, at any given time 
Cross Swamp could be cov-
ered in a few inches to a few 
feet of water, or it could be 
bone dry.

It is this stable diversity of 

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

City Council adopted an ordi-
nance to restrict truck traffic 
on Baron Boulevard, Dutchess 
Way, Shoulders Hill Road and 
Suffolk Meadows Boulevard 
during its Wednesday, Dec. 7 
meeting.

Approval of this ordinance 
follows recent issues of traffic 
build up and trucks impeding 
neighborhoods, such as Suffolk 
Meadows. 

Nansemond Indian Nation looks 
to preserve Cross Swamp

Truck 
restriction 
ordinance 
approved

Night Stay 
Program 
starts in 
January

See NIGHT STAY, 9

See TRUCKS, 8

See CHEER, 12

See NANSEMOND, 9

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Cross Swamp is located in the Driver community, about 15 miles from the Great Dismal Swamp. It is now back in the hands of Nansemond Indian Nation.
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nature and environment, 
supporting a rich array of 
natural resources, that has 
not only made the pristine 
site so popular over time, 
it also ultimately led to 
the Nansemond tribe los-
ing control of it centuries 
ago. 

As fate and history 
would have it, however, 
the Nansemond Indian 
Nation persevered in its 
quest to regain ownership 
of this piece of lost ances-
tral land. On Oct. 21, trib-
al leaders took legal pos-
session of the site while 
also declaring that it will 
never be for tourism or 
for any commercial pur-
poses. 

Its future will be devot-
ed to, and focused on, 
conservation, preserva-
tion and public education. 

“It is important to retain 
Cross Swamp and other 
ancestral lands because it 
provides us with the land 
and resources to allow 
our tribal citizens to con-
nect with their heritage,” 
said Dave Hennaman, 
assistant tribal chief of 
the Nansemond Indian 
Nation. “The tribe intends 
to have a pavilion con-
structed there to provide 
cultural education and 
outdoor-related training 
services such as hunters’ 
education and environ-
mental awareness pro-
grams.” 

Now that Nansemond 
tribal leaders again own 
and control the coveted 
property, which is techni-
cally known as a ground-
water wetland impound-
ment, there are plans to 
this spring begin prepar-
ing land there for a new 
pavilion and cultural cen-
ter. 

“There is very little 
access to the site now, but 
we hope to change that 
soon,” said Hennaman, 
adding that although most 
of the swamp is subject to 
standing water there are 
some patches of land that 
tend to stay dry, including 
about an acre of land on 
which the new building 
would be built.

Hennaman cred-
its Ducks Unlimited, 
Dominion Energy, Enviva 
Forest Conservation 
Fund, Mary Morton, 
Parsons Foundation and 
the Virginia Outdoor 
Foundation for helping 
place the property back 
the Nansemond Indian 
Nation’s hands, while 
Cultural Heritage Partners 
provided legal expertise 
throughout the years-long 
process, which includ-
ed a $1.1 million North 
American Wetlands 
Conservation Act grant 
to purchase the property 
from its previous owners.

Ducks Unlimited’s 
involvement with this 
particular preservation 
project is unprecedented, 
historic and it may just 
be the beginning of other 
Native American preser-
vation efforts to come. 

The organization under-
stands the importance of 
returning ancestral lands 
to tribes, Hennaman said, 
and has offered consult-
ing services to assist trib-
al members in adopting 
best management practic-
es for the property.

“I believe it is incredi-
bly important to empha-
size and note that this part-
nership is the first occur-
rence ever of this nature 
between Ducks Unlimited 
and a sovereign Indian 
nation,” said Hennaman, 
a New Kent County res-
ident and 37-year Ducks 
Unlimited member. 
“Ducks Unlimited took 
it upon themselves to 
reach out to the Virginia 
Outdoor Foundation who 
then opened a line of 
communication with us. 
We are blessed and thank-
ful to have been included 
in this action.

“It cannot be said 
enough that Ducks 
Unlimited, as an orga-
nization and a part-
ner, did an incredible 
amount of work to make 
this happen” continued 
Hennaman. “They are 
the leader in the outdoor 
industry and a champion 
for wetland conservation 
throughout the United 
States. Furthermore, 
Karen Waldrop, Emily 
Austin, Emily Purcell, 
and Diana Iriarte enthu-
siastically tackled this 
process and assisted us 
in a manner that fostered 
a seamless transition to 
ownership of the Cross 
Swamp property.” 

Even though the tribe 
glad to formally take con-
trol of Cross Swamp, a 
legal process that began 
in 2018 when the tribe 
became federally recog-
nized, there is more work 
to be done in recouping 
other Nansemond land 
that has been lost.

“This is a complicat-
ed question as Native 
Americans started losing 
ancestral lands at first 
contact with Europeans,” 
Hennaman said. “We are 
incredibly thankful for 
the partners who assisted 
us in the acquisition of 
Cross Swamp, however, 
we are still in the process 
of officially securing our 
tribal ground of 70 acres 
located at Mattanock 
Town in Suffolk.”

Located at the junc-
tion of State Route 337, 
Route 125 and Route 
627, Kings Highway 
runs through the mid-
dle of Cross Swamp and 
Bennetts Pasture Road 
is its eastern boundary. 
That’s where an inventory 
of Cross Swamp’s living 
inhabitants is planned for 
the future, allowing tribal 
members and others to 
better manage their wild-
life resources, provide a 
new baseline for plants 
and animal numbers, 
determine if the numbers 
are increasing or decreas-
ing and identity any spe-

cies that may be endan-
gered.

“There is no way to 
accurately assume the 
total number howev-
er due to urban sprawl 
and the development of 
surrounding areas,” said 
Hennaman. “One could 
assume the populations 
have probably decreased 
in comparison to what 
they once were, due to 
human influences. We 
need an ecological study 
to be conducted by indi-
viduals certified to do so 
such as the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.”

With the vast quantity 
of healthy trees on the 
property, the wetlands 
provide silt filtration and 
provide a buffer for inland 
waterways against coastal 
flooding and storm surge.

Water in the swamp 
appears dark brown due 
to a sublayer of soil and 
is composed primarily of 
surface water that is sub-
ject to change depending 
on annual rainfall amount.

Natural swamp habitat 
that’s been lost over the 
last 50 years is a result of 
“people and the develop-
ment of urban areas,” said 
Hennaman, adding that 
according to federal wild-
life officials, the swamp 
provides sanctuary habi-
tat and recovery for such 
creatures as the endan-
gered Red Cockaded 
Woodpecker.

Plant life in the swamp 
also will be scrutinized 
in the years ahead as the 
tribal leaders plan to work 
with the Virginia Division 
of Forestry to determine if 
any invasive plant species 
have invaded the swamp 
and if so, how to remove 
them.

Healthy plant and ani-
mal populations are good 
indicators of how well 
a geographic area with-
stands inclement weather, 
toxins and encroachment.

“Globally it has been 
identified that our natural 
resources are in peril,” 
Hennaman said, “and 
we feel that as Native 
Americans we are the 
first stewards of the lands 
and water and the respon-
sibility falls heavily upon 
our shoulders.” 

Nansemond tribal 
leaders also feel a great 
responsibility to create a 
bright and welcoming life 
for its younger genera-
tions who stand to learn 
from lessons learned by 
their elders.

“They will learn the 
importance of conser-
vation and preserving 
the ancestral grounds of 
Native Americans and 
activities that occurred on 
them,” said Hennaman. 
“History forgotten is his-
tory lost.”

Y oung people should 
learn that all natural 
resources should be man-
aged responsibly.

“Although land and 
water are considered 
renewable, they can be 

rendered useless if not 
cared for appropriately, 
which can have lasting 
effects for generations to 
come,” said Hennaman, 
adding that with the forth-
coming cultural center, 
“people will be able to 
attend cultural preserva-
tion training in an envi-
ronment free of excessive 
human interference.”

 Even though the 
Nansemond Nation, 
which has members 
throughout the United 
States, has traveled a long 
journey to retake Cross 
Swamp, it takes solace in 
knowing the continuing 
effort only serves to make 
the Nansemond Nation 
stronger and more united.

“This has been a 
great opportunity for us 
to bring public aware-
ness to the Nansemond 
Indian Nation and the 
fact that we are still here 
and striving to reconnect 
with our ancestral lands,” 
Hennaman said.

Nansemond: Preservation is top priority
Continued from page 1

Night Stay: Churches join to offer shelter from cold for homeless
Continued from page 1
Wednesday, March 29.

The night time shelter 
is open from 6 p.m. to 
7 a.m. during its oper-
ational period and pro-
vides showers along 
with a hot dinner, hot 
breakfast and bagged 
lunch to go. 

CAPS Services and 
Night Stay Administrator 
Jan Pruden spoke in 
detail about the program 
and its history.

“The CAPS, which 
is Coalition Against 
Poverty in Suffolk, 
has been going for 10 
years,” Pruden said. 
“We just had our 10-year 
anniversary. The Night 
Stay Program is part of 
the beginning of that 
and it has in the past 

been hosted by different 
churches in Suffolk.”

CAPS has 26 local 
member churches that 
help sponsor the pro-
gram financially, she 
said.

The full shelter pro-
gram has not been able 
to run as usual due to the 
effects of COVID-19.

Pruden explained 
the work the Suffolk 
Salvation Army is doing 
with CAPS to provide 
help to the homeless.

“We’re very for-
tunate the first month 
will be housed at the 
Salvation Army build-
ing in Suffolk and we’re 
working closely with 
Capt. Simmons and Lt. 
Simmons who are the 

commanding officers 
of the Salvation Army,” 
she said. “Each night, 
guests can go directly to 
the Salvation Army, no 
earlier than 6 p.m., and 
at the Salvation Army 
we will have available 
for them safe shelter, 
showers, and food.”

Normally run by 
churches, the first full 
month of January is set to 
be held by the Salvation 
Army with food and 
management of the 
program being handled 
by different churches. 
There also are optional 
worship services provid-
ed as well. This also is 
the first available shelter 
in Suffolk for 2023.

“Previously we had 

been fortunate to host 
all the way from as early 
as November to as late 
as April, but this year 
we are concentrating our 
efforts to do 12 weeks 
straight and the first 
four weeks will be in the 
downtown Suffolk area 
at the Salvation Army,” 
according to Pruden.

From Feb. 1 to the 
last night of the program 
March 23, guests need 
to go to the downtown 
Suffolk area train station. 
Necessary requirements 
are to pass the breathal-
izer test and must not be 
a sex offender. Passing 
those two requirements 
will provide access to 
the shelter.

“As long as they will 

participate in what we 
need to have them work 
through, then we’re 
happy to house them 
and to give them food,” 
Pruden said. And that 
program is part of my 
responsibility in coordi-
nating with the churches 
for those 12 weeks.”

Pruden explained the 
overall mission of the 
program. 

“The CAPS program 
tries very much to be 
the hands and feet of 
Jesus Christ, and we are 
a Christian organization 
that works with the local 
churches to offer needed 
services for our neigh-
bors in Suffolk.” 

For more information, 
call (757) 286-9126 or 
go to capsuffolk.org/
night-stay.

Get the latest 

updates anytime

Suffolknewsherald.com




