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Area Mourns Former Officer

AT LEFT, Virginia State Po-
lice cars and local fire de-
partment trucks block Cherry 
Avenue to traffic on Friday 
afternoon as the investiga-
tion into the house fire and 
homicide continued. The 
body of former Buena Vista 
assistant police chief Jay Pat-
terson (pictured above) had 
been found inside the house. 

Son Charged
With Murder
And Arson
By Emma Coleman

The Virginia State Police 
Bureau of Criminal Investi-
gation in Salem has arrested 
Jonathan K. Patterson, 35, of 
Buena Vista, on one felony 
count of murder and one 
felony count of arson in con-
nection with the death of his 
father, Phillip Edmond “Jay” 
Patterson II, Virginia State 
Police said in a press release 
Tuesday afternoon.

On Friday, Feb. 11, at 9:40 
a.m., the Virginia State Po-
lice received a request from 
Buena Vista Police Depart-
ment to investigate a suspi-
cious fire at a residence in the 
1300 block of Cherry Avenue 
in Buena Vista.

The BVPD had responded 
to a request for a “welfare 
check” at the residence that 
morning. When officers ar-
rived, they discovered the 
home was on fire. The Buena 
Vista Fire Department im-
mediately responded to the 

scene. Once the fire was ex-
tinguished, firefighters dis-
covered the remains of a male 
subject inside the residence.

The remains were trans-
ported to the Office of the 
Medical Examiner in Roa-
noke for autopsy, examination 
and positive identification. 
State police have confirmed 

that Jay Patterson, 58, of 
Buena Vista, was deceased 
prior to the fire being set. The 
cause of his death remains 
under investigation.

A memorial service for Jay 
Patterson will be conducted 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 20, 
at the Parry McCluer High 
School gym with the Rev. W. 

David Bain and the Rev. Dr. 
Louis Caddell officiating. Pat-
terson’s family will receive 
friends following the service, 
according to his obituary.

Patterson served as Buena 
Vista’s assistant chief of po-
lice for 32 years before his 
retirement in 2014, according 
to a statement released by the 

BVPD Saturday. He continued 
his law enforcement career for 
seven additional years with 
Virginia Military Institute 
Police Department in Lexing-
ton, achieving the rank of ser-
geant before his departure in 
late 2021. “Law enforcement 
and our local community are 
heartbroken over the sudden 

and tragic loss of Jay,” the 
BVPD’s statement said. “He 
was a great leader, friend and 
mentor to the many officers 
he met and worked with dur-
ing his 39-year career in law 
enforcement. Our heart-felt 
condolences      go      out  

See Murder, page A5

Water’s Back On In GoshenMask
Mandates
Likely
Changing
By Bronson Winslow

The recent debate over 
masking children in K-12 
schools seems to be reaching 
an end as the Virginia Senate 
and House of Delegates are 
sending SB 739 to Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin’s desk.

Once signed, SB 739 will 
leave the choice to mask chil-
dren in K-12 schools to par-
ents. At this time, the bill will 
not go into effect until July 1, 
yet it is anticipated that the 
bill will go into effect within 
a matter of days as the result 
of emergency action.

In a press release Monday, 
the Virginia House Repub-
licans stated, “The House 
of Delegates passed Senate 
Bill 739 on a party-line vote, 
which will end mask man-
dates in every Virginia public 
K-12 school. The bill is now 
headed to Governor Glenn 
Youngkin, who has indicated 
he will add an emergency 
clause to make the bill effec-
tive immediately.” 

Local school divisions have 
been   taking  a  wait-and-see 

See Masks, page B11

Reaction Mixed
At Public Hearing
By Ed Smith

A private Christian board-
ing school for high school-
aged boys is being proposed 
for a remote tract of land in 
northwestern Rockbridge 
County.

Thomas Fickley, head-
master for a school that’s to 
be known as St. Dunstan’s 
Academy, presented plans 
for the school’s campus last 
week to the county Planning 
Commission. The campus is 
proposed for 262 acres east 
of Bells Valley, to the west 
of Little River Road and 
north of Allen Creek Lane. 
The land is about a half-mile 

from the Augusta County 
line.

The school would serve 
48-60 students and have 
10-12 faculty families liv-
ing on campus. The plans 
call for developing a “Great 
Hall” for dining facilities 
and classrooms, five small 
bunk houses for students to 
reside in, 10 single-family 
homes for faculty and staff, 

several small barns, walking 
trails, a chapel, courtyard 
and woodworking, metal-
working and blacksmith 
shops. 

“We want to allow young 
men to go back in time and 
learn traditional skills,” said 
Fickley. “They’ll receive a 
classical education and oper-
ate a farm that will produce 
most of their food. They’ll 

be taught restorative agricul-
ture to preserve and improve 
the land for the next genera-
tion. We want to inspire boys 
to live more joyfully.”

The school is in the pro-
cess of being “designed and 
founded by a group of Angli-
can teachers, priests, parents 
and    laymen    who    share 

See School, page  12

Christian Boarding School Proposed In County

ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY Fire-Rescue’s Jon Bowden loads bottled water into the back 
of a pickup for a Goshen resident on Thursday, the day a boil water notice was issued 
for the town. Bottled water was made available for residents at the Goshen firehouse. 
(Emma Coleman photo)

Emergency
Had Been 
Declared
By Emma Coleman

Trish Alphin has lived in 
Goshen for nearly her entire 
life. The 43-year-old mother 
of three operates a logging 
business with her husband. 
They have four dogs, a cat, 
a turkey and several chick-
ens. And last week, they all 
went without running water 
for about seven days.

“Our water pressure 
dropped significantly in 
December,” Alphin said 
Monday afternoon. “It’s 
just steadily been getting 

worse and worse and worse, 
and then last Tuesday night, 
that was the end of it. Some 
point in the night, our water 
cut off completely, and we 
haven’t had any since.”

Around 10 Goshen house-
holds were without run-
ning water this past week, 
before the water was re-
stored Monday afternoon, 
following days of efforts 
by various local officials, 
departments and workers. 
Other town residents had 
faced low water pressure.

Last Thursday, a boil 
water notice had been is-
sued for the town, and on 
Saturday, a state of water 

See Goshen, page B11
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emergency was declared. Both the notice and the 
declaration will remain in place as service is fully 
restored.

Goshen’s water system began showing signs of 
leaks and faulty valves in late January. The town 
first publicly acknowledged the problems at a Town 
Council meeting Feb. 1.

“There have a multitude of problems with the 
water system these last few days,” Mayor Tom Mc-
Craw said during the meeting.

The mayor praised town clerk Sheila Sampson 
for the extra work she had put in over the previous 
weekend.

“If it weren’t have been for Sheila, we might be 
out of water,” McCraw said. “And she had some 
help, Mike Hicks and David Hall.”

“Last Thursday was a 12-hour day,” Sampson 
said at the meeting. “We were up there after dark 
along the highway. At 8 p.m., we finished. We were 
back up there in the cold Friday morning for about 
four hours. And then Sunday, another four and a 
half hours, with the bulk up here at the Big River 
tank.”

The town’s “water guy” had recently quit.
“He’s been out sick for two weeks,” Town Coun-

cil Member Steve Bickley said at the meeting.
Two days later, on Feb. 3, the town reached out 

to its residents on Facebook and asked them to con-
serve water.

“We are losing water out of our main water tank 
and currently have been unable to find the cause,” 
the Facebook post said. “We have repaired one leak 
and replaced a valve that needed replaced and are 
still working to find the issue and make the neces-
sary repairs. We have asked Stella-Jones to refrain 
from using water at this time and they have agreed, 
and we are now reaching out to all of you. Please 
do your part to conserve as much water as possible 
until the problem can be identified and repaired.”

Rockbridge County Administrator Spencer 
Suter said he became aware of the problem the next 
morning.

“I contacted the town to offer any assistance we 
could provide,” he said in an email Feb. 4. “The 
Rockbridge County Public Service Authority is 
sending staff out to try to help assess problem. Ad-
ditionally, our department of fire-rescue emergency 
management is coordinating with the town as well 
to assess needs and see where they can assist.”

But less than a week later, the town was still hav-
ing issues with one of its water tanks.

“We have lost water out of our tank which is 
why everyone is experiencing low water pressure. 
We are working to locate the cause and make the 
repairs,” the town said on its Facebook page last 
Wednesday, Feb. 9. “We have work scheduled for 
tomorrow morning which will cause the water to 
have to be turned off around 10:00 a.m. and it will 
be off for a couple of hours while the work is com-
pleted. Most residents will not have water during 
this time. We are praying that this repair will help 
us get water to start going back in the tank, which 
will provide the pressure you all are accustomed to 
having.”

Then, last Thursday, Feb. 10, at about 1:30 p.m. 
the Rockbridge County Fire-EMS department took 
to social media to announce that a boil water notice 
had been issued for Goshen’s water system’s users. 
Cases of bottled water, provided to the town by 
Lowe’s Home Improvement, were made available 
for pick up at the town’s fire station.

“The town of Goshen water system is advising 
residents to use boiled tap water or bottled water 
for drinking and cooking purposes as a safety pre-
caution,” the town shared on its Facebook page that 
evening. “This precaution is necessary because of 
replacement of buried valves in the pipe along Vir-
ginia Avenue.”

Bickley said Thursday afternoon that crews were 
actively working on making repairs to the water 
system.

“A couple weeks ago, we started having trouble 
keeping the water level up in the Rockbridge Way 
tank, one of the storage tanks in our water system,” 
Bickley said last Thursday. “We did a lot of trouble-
shooting, found a couple of leaks, got those fixed, 
and the problem got better.”

But one of the town’s water tanks continued to 
lose water.

“Through the troubleshooting we did, we found 
out we were having trouble with the automatic con-
trols for one of the main valves down in this Route 
600 vault. So, we worked on it three or four days last 
week,” Bickley said Thursday. “We had the valve 
forced open so the water could come through. The 
tank started returning to normal levels. And Tues-
day, a crew came in to work on the automatic con-
trols, to get us back into the normal way the system 
would operate. And sometime after that work, the 
automatic control valve failed shut. When it failed 
shut, we opened the bypass valve around it and 
found out the bypass valve around it is also broken. 
So, our tanks have drained down to the point that 
there’s very low water pressure in this eastern part 
of the town.”

The town brought in a variety of water system 
experts and excavators to address the problem.

“We’ve brought in crews from Maury River 
Service Authority that have been invaluable to us,” 
Bickley said Thursday. “We’ve brought in a com-
pany from Richmond, Sydnor Hydro. They’re ac-
tually performing some of the work replacing the 
control valve. And we’ve got S&K excavating in. 
They’re down now at the Big River vault digging up 
the bad bypass valve and replacing that. So, we’re 

hoping by about between 4 and 5 p.m. today that 
bypass valve is replaced and we’ve gotten full water 
pressure back throughout the town.”

Bickley said that the town had hired residents 
David Hall as its full-time “water guy,” and sev-
eral town officials were working overtime to get 
the system back up and running, but said he was 
impressed with how quickly other jurisdictions of-
fered their help.

“We just made one or two calls, and the next 
thing you know, we had an army of water people. 
It was really good,” he said last Thursday. “Spencer 
Suter helped coordinate a lot of it, calling the differ-
ent organizations, and they came running.”

Bickley said that Suter helped to coordinate 
much of the emergency response. The PSA sup-
plied Goshen with parts for fixes made on Feb. 10.

“They’ve been great. They’ve supplied a bunch 
of parts today for the work we’ve got going on now,” 
Bickley said. “A lot of the parts that we needed 
today are longer lead. You have to order and wait 
weeks for them to come in. And so we called them, 
and they had the parts in stock, so they loaded them 
on the truck, got them to us and are taking care of 
us.”

---
But Goshen’s water problem didn’t end on 

Thursday. On Saturday, the town announced on its 
website that a state of water emergency had been 
declared.

“The state and federal emergency management 
personnel will be on site,” the post on its website 
said that afternoon. “The town of Goshen will up-
date you as we progress with repairs to the water 
system.”

“We have had numerous experts in to assist us 
over the past week and a half and we’ve tried nu-
merous different suggestions to try to make the 
necessary repairs to the water system and so far 
nothing has worked to put water back into our main 
water tank on Rockbridge Way,” the town said on 
its Facebook page that evening. “We have declared 
a water emergency and are now working with the 
Virginia Emergency Operations Center to get more 
assistance with our situation. They are mobilizing 
water tankers, leak detectors and staff from the 
Western Virginia Water Authority to assist us. We 
do not have specific dates or times that these things 
will take place but we will keep you all informed as 
much as possible as we receive information.”

Meanwhile, some of Goshen’s residents were 
expressing their concerns about the water situation.

Trish Alphin’s relative George Alphin, 36, of 
Goshen, told The News-Gazette that he had been 
experiencing low water pressure at his home for 
weeks, but his aunt, Theresa Via, 52, also of Gos-
hen, had been without water for days.

“My aunt lives in the town limits,” Alphin said. 
“What they noticed is, in the last month, almost 
two months now, a drop in pressure. She had com-
plained quite a few times to us, ‘It’s taking forever 
for the washing machine to fill up.’ And then all 
of a sudden, five days ago, they had no water, and 
they’ve had no water since. My aunt, my cousin 
and his family, who live directly beside her, have 
not had water, period, along with three families I 
know of that live directly beside the main water 
tank in Goshen.”

“I was out of town in mid-December, and when I 
came back home to use water to do laundry, shower, 
that type of thing, I mentioned to my husband at that 
time, I said, ‘Something is wrong with the water. 
Something’s off,’” Via said Saturday. “This has 
been an ongoing issue. It’s not just something that 
just happened overnight. And it’s just gotten worse.”

Trish Alphin said she noticed something was es-
pecially wrong about three weeks ago.

“I’ve been drinking the water my whole life. 
I’ve always loved the Goshen water. It never tasted 
funny or anything. About three weeks ago, I 
couldn’t. I had to stop drinking it,” she said Mon-
day afternoon. “And that was probably right before 
things started taking a worse turn, as far as the pres-
sure really, really dropping significantly.”

She and the members of her family had resorted 
to hauling water out of their pond.

“We do have a lot of family in the area, so we 
have been blessed to be able to go to their houses 
and do laundry and take showers, but probably 
about 80 percent of the time, we’re just hauling 
pond water from our pond,” she said Monday. 
“We’ve just been hauling it up here and boiling it 
and using it for flushing the commode and wash-
ing dishes and washing off ourselves. That’s what 
we’ve been dealing with as a family.”

“I don’t know what’s going on at this point,” she 
said Monday. “The fire department, we are going 
down there and getting our case of drinking water 
a day, which comes in handy for washing hands and 
brushing teeth, because as much as I boil that pond 
water, I really don’t want my kids to brush their 
teeth with it. It’s been nice to have the extra water 
for that.”

But George Alphin said the bottled water wasn’t 
enough.

“It’s tough to sit here and complain about it, be-
cause I have water, and we’re a lot better off than 
a lot of places in the world, but it’s really hard to 
take a bath with a 12-ounce bottle of water,” he said 
Saturday. “It’s almost impossible to even be able to 
feel like you can go to work and face the day when 
all you had was a couple bottles of water to take a 
bath with, and some of these folks haven’t had the 
ability to do laundry.”

Alphin said he’s not sure town officials heard 
residents’ cries for help.

“People just want to know that people are hear-
ing this. I’m not pointing fingers or anything like 

that, but I read the news articles, and I watched what 
little bit has been on the news, and it’s been all one 
sided that the town’s doing great and this is a small 
situation, we’re going to figure it out. And it’s not 
the case,” Alphin said. “The only thing that’s been 
heard is the town officials’ voice, and with every-
thing that’s going on in the last week, I’m not sure 
that the town is being completely honest with the 
public or the residents.”

Alphin said his grandmother and other elderly 
Goshen residents had a hard time keeping up with 
any updates.

“Goshen’s a small town, but it has a very elderly 
population who don’t have Facebook or social 
media. They don’t know this stuff,” Alphin said 
Saturday. “I can speak for my grandmother. She 
didn’t know that there was a boil water advisory 
until this morning. And I’m sure there are other el-
derly people out there that do not leave their home 
or can’t leave their home, whatever the case may be, 
that may not have good clean drinking water. The 
deal with handing out the bottled water at the fire 
house, that’s a great idea, but there’s people out there 
that can’t drive there to get that.”

Via said the town ought to begin seeking a long-
term solution to the water problem.

“Something needs to be done. Something long-
term, not just the patching and replacing this valve,” 
she said Saturday. “We’re sitting here in 2022 with 
all this modernized equipment and things that 
we’ve got, and I’m thinking, why is it so compli-
cated? Why can’t there be a system put in that is 
not so complicated for people to grasp what’s going 
on with it? And there are some people in this com-
munity that do know some about it. But I think that 
they can become so frustrated. They’re frustrated, 
as well as the people that haven’t had water for five 
days. I was also told that the mayor was unaware 
that there were people in the community that didn’t 
have water. And I’m thinking, okay, how’s that pos-
sible? How does he not know that there are residents 
in your community that don’t have water?”

When McCraw and Bickley were interviewed on 
Feb. 10, almost two days after Via and Trish Alphin 
reported that their spigots were dry, the town of-
ficials said they hadn’t heard any “reports of noth-
ing.”

“Most of what we’re getting is you turn the spigot 
on and it’s dribbling,” Bickley said Thursday after-
noon. “I don’t believe we’ve had any complaints of 
no water. I haven’t really got the unhappy calls. I’ve 
just got the curious calls, and I think Tom’s been the 
same way. Most of the people have been extraordi-
narily good about it. They just want to know when’s 
the water going to be back on.”

Via said she and other town residents are frus-
trated.

“It’s very upsetting. It’s very frustrating,” she said 
Saturday. “They keep talking about wanting to get 
a community center here, they want to get a county 
fair over here. All those things are great, don’t get 
me wrong. That would be great for the community, 
great for the area. But how can you pursue these 
things when your town water system is crumbling? 
If you can’t provide that basic need to the commu-
nity, then how can you pursue these other things? 
That’s kind of mind boggling to me. That should 
be money that is used to better this water system.”

-   -   -
To residents’ delight, their water was restored 

Monday afternoon.
“We have water. Praise God!” Trish Alphin said 

in a text at about 3:30 p.m. Monday. “I must say, I 
cried happy tears.”

Bickley said Monday afternoon that the Western 
Virginia Water Authority and Virginia Department 
of Emergency Management personnel had been in 
town to provide their help and fixed the valve caus-
ing the water cut-offs.

“A valve in the system on Route 39 was partially 
closed since installed in 2007,” Bickley said Mon-
day. “When the Rockbridge Way tank drained due 
to failure of the control valve, the partially closed 
valve would not let enough water through to recover 
the system.”

Crews corrected the valve, and water began 
flowing through the system correctly again. Bick-
ley said the sound of the water’s return was “like a 
freight train.”

“We believe we have the water issue fixed. We 
have a good flow of water going into the tank at 
this time and we’ve had reports of improved water 
pressure,” the town said in a Facebook post Monday 
afternoon. “Thank you all again for being the great 
citizens that you are and thank you for your patience 
during this incident, we know it has not been easy 
for any of us.”

The Rockbridge County Board of Supervisors 
ratified the declaration of a state of water emer-
gency for the town at its meeting Monday night. 
The vote was 3-0. Leslie Ayers, Bob Day and Dan 
Lyons voted for it. Two supervisors, Jay Lewis and 
David McDaniel, were absent.

Suter said that among the many organizations 
and individuals that had helped Goshen in addi-
tion to the PSA were the Maury Service Authority, 
Rockbridge County Fire & EMS, Goshen Volun-
teer Fire Department, Rockbridge CERT (Com-
munity Emergency Response Team), the Virginia 
Department of Transportation and Virginia Mili-
tary Institute.

The state of emergency will stay in place until of-
ficials are sure the emergency is over and the water 
system is operating as it should. Bickley said Mon-
day afternoon that the boil water notice will remain 
as issued as the water is tested in the coming days. 
He predicted the notice would lift as early as Friday.

Masks
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approach to the mask mandate debate, leaving their mandates in 
place while waiting to see what happens in the courts and in the 
General Assembly.

Youngkin’s executive order on Jan. 15 giving parents the ability 
to choose if their children would be masked in school was almost 
immediately challenged in several court cases.

His executive order, said those who filed the lawsuits, was in 
conflict with the bill passed by the General Assembly last year, 
SB 1303, which aimed to keep children in school by following 
the recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control, which 
at this time continues to recommend that children wear masks 
in school. 

While the cases have been getting heard in court, the General 
Assembly has been working on legislation that would essentially 
turn Youngkin’s executive order into law.

SB 739 aims to clarify any legal confusion while giving “par-
ents a choice regarding their child’s health, education, upbringing, 
and care,” said Youngkin.

On Wednesday, Feb. 9, the Virginia State Senate passed SB 
739 by a bipartisan vote of 21 to 17. Following the Senate’s ap-
proval, SB 739 passed through the Virginia House of Delegates 
in a 52 to 48 vote.

Del. Ronnie Campbell voted for the legislation in the House 
while Sen. Creigh Deeds voted against it in the Senate.

Deeds said the bill “usurps the power of local School Boards, 
which are best able to respond to local needs and concerns.” 
Deeds continued by saying, “We simply do not know what new 
variant of COVID or what new epidemic may be next. We are 
embedding this prohibition on mask mandates in the Code of 
Virginia and limiting our schools’ flexibility in responding to any 
future health crises.”

With the pending signing into law of SB 739, the Buena Vista 
School Board has scheduled a special called meeting for this 
Thursday at 6 p.m. 

“We will discuss mask and mitigation based on pending action 
by the governor’s office,” said Superintendent Tony Francis.

The Lexington School Board has a regularly scheduled meet-
ing for tonight.

Superintendent Rebecca Walters told The News-Gazette, 
“Lexington City Schools has had masking as one of our mitiga-
tion strategies in our school plans for safety and we have contin-
ued with that plan with no changes. While we are waiting on some 
final guidelines from the state, we are continuing to monitor all 
developments in Richmond with Senate Bill 739.

“I think we’ll take all of the information we have and be able to 
consider that,” she said. “This whole time we’ve wanted to follow 
what the law has offered us in terms of guidance, and I’m sure 
the Board feels like they would want to continue with that same 
pattern of action.” 

Rockbridge County Schools Superintendent Phillip Thompson 
told The News-Gazette, “Our Board members are following sev-
eral bills as they work their way through this General Assembly 
session.  Certainly, SB 739 is of interest as it has been a huge topic 
of discussion for well over two years now.  As they have consis-
tently done previously, I feel confident that our School Board will 
comply with any bill that is signed into law by our governor.”

-   -   -
At meetings over the last month, local school boards have heard 

from several parents on the mask debate. 
During the regular Rockbridge County School Board meeting 

last Tuesday, the speakers voiced their opposition to mask man-
dates.

The first speaker, Toinette Culp, questioned the School Board’s 
intent stating, “The Virginia Supreme Court recently ruled that 
SB 1303 does not legally mandate face coverings in any way. The 
law requires no adherence in this regard. The School Board is not 
bound by SB 1303.”

Culp ended by questioning the School Board for possible politi-
cal bias. “The School Board didn’t ignore Governor Northam’s 
executive orders last year, but instead you leaned on them for your 
mask policy, even when you weren’t bound by law to do so. It 
seems the same executive authority should be applied evenly. No 
matter the person that’s occupying the office. This indicates bias.”

Brandy Connell-Marando continued the sentiments of Culp, 
telling the School Board, “Today, we know the risk of hospitaliza-
tion for children is almost zero. Of Virginia’s estimated 1.9 mil-
lion children, 0.07% have been hospitalized for COVID-19 since 
March of 2020.”

Marando continued, “At the same time, the use of masks in 
school presents risks of learning loss, social and emotional chal-
lenges, and other issues. Parents constitutionally and logically are 
the best people to do an analysis of what’s best for their children.”

Danny Walker told the School Board “it has become scream-
ingly obvious that social distancing, masking, mandates, lock-
downs, and endless jabs was a gigantic failure.” 

Walker continued, “From England, to New Zealand, the world 
is waking up. Our northern border friends are waking up, your 
community, this commonwealth, the nation, and the world is be-
ginning to wake up.”

Adam Burrows spoke to the School Board, claiming his chil-
dren were sent home from school. “The other day my kids went 
to school. They weren’t sick. They weren’t disrespectful. They 
weren’t disruptive, but they were sent home because they weren’t 
wearing a mask. A mask, from what you’ve heard and everything 
we’ve read, from everything inside real scientists telling us they 
don’t work. They were refused immersive education.”

When Burrows went to pick up his children, he was refused 
entry to the school for not wearing a mask. “We were locked out 
of one of the schools to pick up my son and my son heard the of-
ficer say they can’t come in,” he said.

During the public comment period at Buena Vista School 
Board’s meeting last month, three concerned parents came to 
voice their opinion against masks in schools. One speaker talked 
about the hardships children go through wearing masks in schools 
and requested masks be replaced by air filters in classrooms.

 “I would really like to invest in air purifiers for classrooms. 
They’re not that expensive. I’ll gladly donate a good amount of 
money. I feel like if you asked parents they would as well,” she 
said.

Another speaker accused the School Board of making her 
daughter to wear a mask. “She is forced to wear a mask even 
though a doctor said it is dangerous for her,” she said. 
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‘Super Bowl Of Caring’
When does a wheelbarrow make an appearance in 
church? When it’s the “Souper Bowl of Caring” Sunday 
at High Bridge Presbyterian Church. Sponsored by the 
church deacons, the annual event invites donations of cans 
of soup for the Natural Bridge/Glasgow food pantry. Col-
lecting the cans this year were Cole Tackett and Katherine 
Lotts. The event had been scheduled for Super Bowl Sun-
day but that weekend’s snow had canceled services then.

Spaghetti
Supper
At RCA

The Rockbridge Christian 
Academy will have its 19th 
annual spaghetti supper on 
Saturday, Feb. 26, from 5 to 
7 p.m. 

The $8 meal will consist of 
spaghetti, salad, bread, des-
sert and a beverage. 

New this year, due to 
COVID-19 concerns, the 
dinner will be served drive-
thru style. Guests will remain 
in their vehicles and pick up 
each item of the meal at des-
ignated stations.

This is the major fundraiser 
for the Rockbridge Christian 
Academy and all proceeds 
will go to the school.

In case of inclement 
weather, the supper will be 
rescheduled for the following 
Saturday.

For more information, call 
the school office at 463-5456.

Happy anniversary to An-
drew and Brandi Blair in 
Wyoming from your Virginia 
family!

Sending well wishes and 
hope for a speedy recovery to 
Bert Buford.

Many thanks to the Rev. 
Brad Laycock for leading a 
Holy Eucharist service this 
past Sunday at St. John’s. 
Thanks also to Josh Gardner 
for providing beautiful music 
on euphonium and to Lynn 
Williams for hosting coffee 
hour. 

Any church or community 
news or happenings, birth-
days, anniversaries and the 
like you want listed? Please 
don’t hesitate to let me know!

Kristen Tackett of Richmond spent the weekend with her 
parents and family and attended High Bridge Presbyterian 
Church this past Sunday. 

Souper Bowl collection took place this past Sunday at High 
Bridge with Cole Tackett coming down the aisle with a wheel 
barrow and Katherine Lotts assisting by collecting monetary 
donations.  Thanks to all who contributed; the Natural Bridge/
Glasgow appreciates the donations.  The pantry also appreci-
ates all the donations received from the “Pack the Porch” held 
recently at Collierstown Presbyterian Church and surrounding 
area churches and all their volunteers.

High Bridge members and our surrounding area were sad-
dened by the passing of member May Saunders Worley Feb. 
15 at the age of 96.  Mrs. Worley’s memorial service was con-
ducted Saturday, Feb. 19, at the Glasgow Cemetery by her 
pastor, the Rev. Amy Fedderman. Mrs. Worley was a faithful 
member at our church and led several Bible classes in Sunday 
school and the Women’s circles.  She was also a faithful teacher 
and principal at several of our local schools.  The passing of 
Mrs. Worley and her son George within weeks of each other 
has certainly been a great loss to so many.

Visiting Lloyd and Esther Penning this past weekend was 
their son Mark of Martinsburg, W.Va.  

Jane and Brenda Shafer, Cathy Ayers, Lucy Hughes, Sandy 
Watts and Susan McKnight all enjoyed several days this past 
week at Dollywood.

The Ash Wednesday service at High Bridge is set for March 
2 at 7 p.m. and will be led by the the Rev. Dr. Amy Fedderman.  
Also plans are underway for Beth Horon United Methodist 
Church to have Ash Wednesday service and I will announce 
that time next week.

Natural Bridge/Glasgow food pantry will be open Saturday, 
Feb. 26, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.   The pantry still observes all the 
COVID-19 restrictions for your protection.  We invite anyone 
in need to visit our pantry. 

On Sunday, Feb. 27, the 
Rev. Marina Gopadze, in-
terim pastor for Oxford Pres-
byterian Church, will share 
the story of her journey in 
faith at the adult forum at 9:45 
a.m.  

After worship service, 
“Friends and Fellowship” will 
be held in the fellowship hall.

Happy birthday wishes 
are extended to RT Fisk, 
Tre’Avon Terrell, Carrie Hite, 
Lanny Price, Brooke Cooper 
Terrell, Steve Harris, Edna 
Fitzgerald, Jessica Shipman 
and Ray Kimble. 

Better health prayers are of-
fered for Joan, granddaughter 
of Paul and Valerie Ritter, and 
Michael Willis who has sev-
eral health issues going on. 

My right eye cataract sur-
gery went well and I’m look-
ing forward to having the left 
eye done in near future. 

Sympathy is extended to 
the family and friends of 
Charley Tabor Burgdorf, Billy 
Cupp, “Betsy” Carwell, and 
Lewis Clark Sr.  Betsy was 
the widow of “Herb” Carwell. 
They owned the Midway Auto 
Parts store. I first met Betsy 
at a Vesuvius Secret Pal Club 
meeting. She was a dear lady! 
Billy was a widower of my 
cousin, Mary “Mike” Brooks. 

Enjoy the warmer tempera-
tures this week, along with 
some rain. Blessings to ev-
eryone!

By emma Coleman

Goshen residents are free to drink from 
their spigots again.

The state of water emergency and boil 
water noticed issued for users of the town’s 
water system earlier this month were lifted 
Friday afternoon.

“Goshen Water Emergency has concluded 
and the boil water notice has been lifted,” 
a notification from Alert Rockbridge said at 
about 4:30 p.m. on Feb. 18.

The town had been juggling repairs to its 
water system since late January. A handful 
of the system’s users went without water for 
about seven days earlier this month. The 
water came back on Monday, Feb. 14, but 
the boil water notice stayed in effect for resi-
dents’ safety.

The town shared this message on Face-
book on Friday.

“The boil notice has been lifted for the 
town of Goshen. The health department has 
advised that we no longer need to boil the 
water. It is safe for consumption,” the post 
on the town’s page said. “We thank you 
all again for your patience and kindness 
throughout this situation.”

The town expressed its thanks to area vol-
unteers and organizations in a press release 
on Tuesday, Feb. 15.

“Locals Mike Jolly and several volunteers 
from the Goshen fire department, Mike 

Hicks, Sheila Sampson, David Hall and Mar-
garet Bickley, were instrumental throughout 
the weeks of dealing with the water issues, 
putting in many hours of work.” the press re-
lease said. “We want to thank Justin Thomp-
son and Lowe’s home center for the donation 
of bottled water for our residents. 

“County Administrator Spencer Suter 
helped coordinate the responding organiza-
tions. William Johnson and Jordan Combs 
from Maury River Service Authority were 
invaluable to the town providing nonstop 
technical expertise and support. Bobby 
Black from Rockbridge County Public Ser-
vice Authority provided parts, personnel and 
assistance. Western Virginia Water Author-
ity, led by Travis Lane, responded with ex-
perience and abilities that were impressive to 
observe. Albemarle County Water Authority 
and Virginia Rural Water provided leak de-
tection services and support throughout.

“Others who responded to help were the 
Rockbridge County CERT team, the Vir-
ginia Department of Emergency Manage-
ment, the Virginia Department of Health, 
S&K Excavating, Sydnor Hydro and Rock-
bridge Farmers Coop.

“The effort put in to recovering from the 
complex failure of the water system by the 
responders, is greatly appreciated by the 
town’s leadership and residents. Thank you 
all for a job well done.”

Boil Water Notice Expires In Goshen

goveRnment BRiefs

Lexington

Kids Playce
Repairs Get
Underway

Repairs to Kids Playce, 
the 27-year-old wooden 
playground on Wallace 
Street in Lexington, are un-
derway.

City Manager Jim Halasz 
said at City Council’s meet-
ing Thursday that the re-
pairs are being handled by 
the Public Works Depart-
ment.

“Areas that they’re work-
ing on include some decking 
replacement, some isolated 
structural repairs, and a lot 
of replacement tires, chains, 
swings, et cetera,” Halasz 
said. “The project will be 
completed within the next 
two weeks.”

An assessment completed 
by Leathers & Associates 
last summer found that the 
playground, built entirely 
by local volunteers in five 
days for $80,000 in 1994, 
needed $60,000 to $70,000 
in maintenance.

Public Works Director 
Jeff Martone said his crews 
hope to “knock out” most of 
the repairs this winter.

“As long as the weather 
cooperates, the construc-
tion crew will be working 
at Kids Playce through next 
week,” he said in an email 
Friday. “If we are fortunate, 
we will not have to schedule 

any additional capital work 
in fiscal year 2023.”

Community
Walk Thursday

The Lexington Police De-
partment and its community 
partners invite members of 
the Lexington community 
to participate in a Commu-
nity Walk at 5 p.m. on Feb. 
24. 

Participants will meet at 
the intersection of Maple 
Lane and South Main 
Street.

VDOT Site
Closing Soon

The city of Lexington 
may own the old Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion property on Waddell 
Street “within the next week 
or two,” City Attorney Jared 
Jenkins said at City Coun-
cil’s meeting Thursday.

“We have apparently 
risen to the top of the stack 
at the attorney general’s of-
fice, and we now have an 
assistant attorney general 
assigned to do the closing,” 
Jenkins said. “He’s emailed 
us a deed and a plat. He 
wanted some modifications 
to the plat, which we’ve 
submitted now to their of-
fice, and they’ve agreed that 
that’s now suitable.”

The only item left on the 
to-do list before closing is a 
separate document transfer 

for the underground storage 
tanks on the property.

“Apparently that’s re-
quired by the Department 
of Conservation and Recre-
ation to make sure that the 
chain of title is clear on who 
owns the underground stor-
age tanks and when,” Jen-
kins said.

The closing date for the 
city’s purchase is expected 
to be scheduled in the com-
ing weeks.
Council held a closed ses-
sion after its regular meet-
ing “for the purpose of 
discussing the disposition 
of real estate for a public 
purpose.”

Parking Lot
Public No
Longer

The public parking lot 
at the corner of Henry and 
Randolph streets in Lex-
ington has been bought by 
The Georges, a historic inn 
downtown.

“That lot will no longer 
be available to us, and the 
public parking that is there 
will cease as of April 1,” 
City Manager Jim Halasz 
said at City Council’s meet-
ing Thursday. “Staff will 
remove the signs, of course, 
prior to that, and also notify 
those individuals who are 
currently parking there that 
they can no longer do so.”

Halasz said regular lot 
users who had leased park-
ing spaces would be reim-
bursed.

Short Story Contest Deadline 
Extended Until April 1

The deadline for entries for the short story contest sponsored 
by The News-Gazette, in cooperation with the Jackson House, 
has been extended to April 1!

The inspiration for the stories are the objects on display in the 
Jackson House Visitor Center. It is now closed to the public for 
the winter season, but it will reopen on March 1. The objects can 
also be viewed on the Jackson House Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/stonewalljacksonhouse/photos/pcb.1015793
0710942396/10157930708767396/. Writers will choose one object 
from the exhibited items on which to base their story. 

The contest is open to all of our readers. There will be two age 
groups for entries – one for ages 12 to 18 and the other for ages 18 
and up. Each entry is limited to 1200 words and only one entry 
per age group will be accepted.

We especially encourage participation from our local schools 
and home school groups. 

The News-Gazette will print the best three stories from each 
age group.  

There are three ways to enter. Send your story to editor@the-
news-gazette.com, with story contest entry as the subject line. 
Please include your full name and your daytime telephone num-
ber. You may also bring a copy of your story to the newspaper 
office located at 20 West Nelson Street. Entries will also be ac-
cepted through the mail. Our mailing address is P.O. Box 1153, 
Lexington, Virginia, 24450.
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Bust Leads To NY Charges
Cross-Country
Cocaine Shipment
Seized In Raphine
By Emma Coleman

Last October, the Rockbridge 
County Sheriff’s Office worked 
with the New York Organized 
Crime Drug Enforcement Strike 
Force to seize 50 kilograms of co-
caine – approximately 110 pounds 
– from a tractor-trailer stopped in 

Raphine. The large load of cocaine 
was headed towards New York City 
and carried a street value of at least 
$1.25 million.

Two men have been arrested and 
charged with crimes related to the 
drug bust. One of those two, Jose 
Delacruz was indicted in Manhat-
tan Supreme Court by the Office of 
the Special Narcotics Prosecutor 
last week.

According to a press release pub-
lished by the New York City Spe-
cial Narcotics Prosecutor’s Office 
March 1, Jose Delacruz faces the 

following charges: operating as a 
major trafficker, conspiracy in the 
second degree and criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance in the 
first and third degrees.

Jose’ cousin, Luis Delacruz, was 
arrested in Raphine by the RCSO 
on Oct. 7. An arrest log released to 
the media on Oct. 12 details that ar-
rest. He was charged with the pos-
session of cocaine with the intent 
to sell, give or distribute it, with 
transporting   cocaine    having    a 

See Cocaine, page B10

BLOCKS OF cocaine sit stacked on a Rockbridge County Sheriff’s Of-
fice vehicle after the department seized 50 kilograms of cocaine from 
a tractor-trailer truck stopped in Raphine on Oct. 7. (New York City 
Special Narcotics Prosecutor’s Office photo)

BV Squad
Staffing
Plan Nixed
County, City Would
Have Shared Costs
By Ed Smith

A proposal that would have increased staffing and costs for the 
Buena Vista Rescue Squad was rejected last week by Buena Vista 
City Council.

Buena Vista, the county and the rescue squad would have en-
tered into a three-way contract under the proposal, which called 
for recruiting, hiring and retaining 12 full-time paid crew mem-
bers so that two two-person crews would be available to answer 
calls 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The crews would have 
also been cross-trained to answer fire calls.

Buena Vista’s share of the costs would have been an additional 
$98,000, on top of the $111,000 annual allotment it already pays, 
plus $32,400 in initial one-time startup costs to pay for uniforms 
and equipment. The county’s share of the costs would have been an 
additional $65,639 above its present annual allotment of $83,771, 
plus $21,600 in startup costs.

Approximately 70 percent of the calls the rescue squad currently 

See Squad, page 2

Starbucks,
Tru By 
Hilton
Coming
By Ed Smith

More businesses are 
planned for the U.S. 11 
corridor north of Lexing-
ton.

A Starbucks is going in 
the former bank branch 
building in the College 
Square Shopping Cen-
ter. Construction is also 
slated to begin shortly on 
a Tru by Hilton hotel off 
of   Econo   Lane,  behind 

See Starbucks, page 5

By Emma Coleman
Last month, the town of 

Goshen declared a state of 
water emergency when its 
water system broke and some 
of its residents were without 
running water for up to two 
weeks. At last week’s Town 
Council meeting, town staff 
reported that the system still 
wasn’t operating correctly.

Town clerk Sheila Samp-
son said during the meeting 
March 1 that crews had been 
in town on Feb. 28 to install 
the water system’s automatic 
controls.

“They put in those cards 
to run the mobile units. But 
they couldn’t get it up and 
running,” Sampson said. 

“They’re questioning that clay 
valve in the vault, because 
they turned that on, when 
they were out here yesterday 
trying to get that to open, and 
it’s still not opening up.”

During the town’s water 
crisis, some of the water sys-
tem’s valves were repaired to 
allow its tanks to fill up and 
move water on their own. But 
Sampson said that because 
the valves still don’t appear 
to be working automatically, 
she and the town’s water sys-
tem staff have been filling the 
tanks up manually.

“We have nothing right now 
to   even  tell   us  how  much 

See Goshen, page B10

Triangle
Rezoning
Ask To Be
Withdrawn
By Emma Coleman

Washington and Lee Uni-
versity recently submitted 
an institutional overlay re-
zoning request and a campus 
master plan amendment to 
Lexington’s Planning Com-
mission. After hearing the 
public’s disapproval of insti-
tutional overlay extensions 
onto what is known as the 
McLaughlin triangle, the 
university is expected to re-
submit its proposals – with 
the triangle off the table.

On Feb. 24, the Planning 
Commission held a public 
hearing for the requested 
institutional overlay rezon-
ing and the proposed master 
plan amendment. Lexington 
Planning and Development 
Director Arne Glaeser said it 
was “well-attended.”

“I’d say about 50 people,” 
Glaeser said during City 
Council’s regular meet-
ing last Thursday. “We had 
a number of folks speak, I 
think in the realm of 15.”

Glaeser explained that 
W&L heard the public’s con-
cerns when it came to rezon-
ing the McLaughlin triangle, 
the island of land locked be-
tween McLaughlin, Nelson 
and Glasgow streets.

“We had a meeting earlier 
this week, and there’s an 
intention to withdraw the 
rezoning request for the tri-
angle parcels,” Glaeser said 
to Council. “In the near fu-
ture, we’ll be getting a com-
prehensive plan amendment 
for 12 Lee Ave., rezoning for 
the three additional parcels 
on West Washington … and 
the campus master plan will 
be resubmitted.”

Glaeser said the resubmittal 
from W&L will also feature 
the “deletion of the request to 
close off McLaughlin Street 
on occasion” for aerial dance 
events outside Wilson Hall.

“We expect the Planning 
Commission   to  be  holding 

See W&L, page 4 

Goshen Eyes Grant
For Water Review

‘Freedom Convoy’
The American Freedom Convoy, consisting of tractor-trail-
ers, RVs and cars, rolled into Lee Hi Travel Plaza Saturday 
afternoon for an overnight stop. The convoy was one of at 
least six organized convoys headed to the nation’s capitol 
this week to peacefully protest government mandates, espe-
cially Covid-related mandates. AT LEFT, a man calling him-
self “Hillbilly” raises an American flag atop his truck in front 
of television cameras. ABOVE, a woman greets the convoy’s 
arrival with her American flag. For more photos of the con-
voy’s arrival, see page A2. (Claudia Schwab photos)

W&L Altering Master Plan
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water is in the Big River tank,” Samp-
son said. “We’re running it based on 
what we’ve learned over the last several 
weeks. We open the valve for the bypass, 
and then we shut that off. Then we keep 
the pumps on, running a little longer, to 
pump the water up to the 600 tank until 
we think it’s got an appropriate level in 
it, and then we shut it off.”

Crews were expected back in town 
to complete the system’s automatic set-
up on March 2. Sampson said that she 
had not “had anybody complain” about 
low water pressure, even with staff fill-
ing the system’s tanks manually.

“We just turn it on and let it run,” 
Sampson said. “Today, I let it run for 
about an hour and a half. And the clear 
well started dropping, so I had to turn 
the pumps off. But usually, in the hour 
and a half, you’re pumping 320 gallons 
per minute for that hour and a half into 
that one tank. That should have been 
more than adequate to have a good level 
for them to maintain pressure up there. 
For the Rockbridge tank, we’ve been 
running it like that anyway. We run it for 
about two hours, and then we shut it off, 
because we haven’t had a good reading 
on it for a couple of weeks anyway.”

-   -   -
Town Council member Steve Bick-

ley reported last week that the town is 
working with the Central Shenandoah 
Planning District Commission to re-
quest planning grants for an engineering 
review of the town’s water system.

“Because there are so many ques-
tions about what’s really here, we think 
it’s best to have an engineering firm 
come out, validate what’s really in the 
ground, try to identify the things that are 
not where the drawing says they are, and 
make recommendations for improve-
ments to the system and replacement of 
the portion of the system that’s about 45 
years old,” Bickley said.

The portion of the town’s water 
system that is 45 years old is in the Al-
leghany Circle and Furnace Hill Road 
portion of the city.

“Some of this outdated stuff is going 
to be a continuing problem. We’re seeing 
that now with these leaks popping up,” 
Mayor Tom McCraw said. “What we’re 
trying to do is hopefully be able to head 
off problems like we just had.”

The town has also been considering 
opportunities to expand its water system 
up Va. 42, outside of the town’s limits 
to the north. Bickley said an engineer-
ing review of the town’s system would 
include a look at the feasibility of that 
possible expansion.

“That would be the right time to do 
that, because if they recommend im-
provements to the system, we don’t want 
to improve the system and then add that 
on later and find out those improvements 
aren’t enough,” Bickley said. “It looks 
like it’s best to try to do it all at once.”

The Council member said the money 
for a water system project is out there.

“The Virginia Health Department 
has the money,” Bickley said. “It’s finally 
been released by the General Assem-
bly, so that money is becoming avail-
able through the Health Department for 
grants like this.”

According to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health’s website, “The Virginia 
General Assembly allocated the Office 
of Drinking Water (ODW) $100 mil-
lion from the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) to improve drinking water 
infrastructure over the next four years. 
ODW is leading the Drinking Water In-
frastructure Initiative to manage the use 
of these funds.”

That was on March 4. Applications 
for ARPA funds for drinking water in-
frastructure are due May 6.

-   -   -
McCraw said there is a need for 

clean drinking water in the Goshen area, 
especially up Va. 42.

“These people out here really need 
it,” the mayor said. “Hopefully, some-
thing good will come out of this for the 
people out there, those 27 homes, which 
will increase our income from water.”

During the town’s state of water 
emergency last month, nine houses 
within the town’s limits went without 
running water for about 10 days to two 
weeks.

Council voted unanimously on 
March 1 to cut the February water bills 
for those nine houses in half, because 
they had spent about half the month 
without the water system’s services.

Theresa Via, 52, of Goshen attended 
the meeting and said that she was without 

running for about six days last month. 
She preferred the town kept her money.

“I prefer you kept my money and 
provided me with the water,” she said, 
with a laugh. “It was my understanding 
that about 15 years ago the same situa-
tion happened. And Mr. Edwards, that 
owned the Exxon at the time, it was my 
understanding that he approached Town 
Council and implored them not to do 
that, because your water, and those that 
buy your town decal, that’s your only 
source of revenue for the town.”

“If you want to pay the whole bill, 
that’s up to you,” McCraw said. “That’s 
optional.”

During her public comment period, 
Via implored Council to focus on mak-
ing permanent fixes to the water system.

“I’ve been here all my life, and it 
seems we get the patch job done, the 
waters working. Next thing you know, 
there’s a leak somewhere again,” Via 
said. “I would just love to see something 
done permanent. It’s an eye opener when 
you come down here to your first meet-
ing and hear that there’s part of the town 
system that’s 45 years old. No wonder 
we’re having problems. I just implore 
you, before we pursue other avenues, 
like the community center, let’s try to 
address and fix what’s wrong now, and 
then think about the community center.”

Goshen was awarded a $50,000 
Community Development Block Grant 
from the Virginia Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development in 
July 2021 to determine the feasibility of 
turning the historic school building at 
1124 Virginia Avenue into a mixed-use 
community center. (See separate story)

Bickley explained that money for 
various town projects comes from dif-
ferent state departments with different 
specialties.

“The money we’re going after on 
the community center is money from the 
Department of Housing. They don’t do 
water systems. The money we’re going 
for on the water system is from the Vir-
ginia Department of Health. They don’t 
do community centers,” Bickley said. “I 
would like to think the town can walk 
and chew gum at the same time, and pur-
sue both projects.”

-   -   -

Via’s nephew, George Alphin, 36, of 
Goshen also spoke at last week’s meet-
ing. He asked Council to be more proac-
tive than reactive when it comes to town 
problems.

“I want to implore town to be proac-
tive. There’s no reason that we had this 
water issue. It could have been avoided 
100 percent, and in the future can be 
avoided. I think we’re heading in the 
right direction by what you were just 
speaking about, with the Shenandoah 
Planning deal. I think we’re heading 
there. I do thank you guys for heading 
that and moving in that direction,” Al-
phin said. “But speaking about the rat 
situation that everybody’s been discuss-
ing, I urge the town to be proactive in 
trying to resolve that.”

On Jan. 7, the town sent a letter to 
residents, bringing their attention to a 

“rat infestation” in town and calling for 
“immediate action.”

“There does not appear to be any 
one part of town affected worse than oth-
ers,” the letter said. “The sightings are 
widespread and frequent. As you know, 
rats spread disease and cause significant 
property damage to not just you, but your 
neighbors also. We must act quickly to 
stop this from growing out of our con-
trol.”

The letter asked residents to set up 
traps and place poison in crawl spaces.

“We must then clean up the areas 
that are harboring the rats. Winter time is 
the best time to clean up and expose the 
living and feeding areas,” the letter said. 
“Hopefully, these steps will prevent the 
need to bring in help from the health de-
partment, which could lead to citations 
or worse. The town has been taking ac-
tion to address the most egregious areas 
in town, but obviously more needs to be 
done.”

Via said she believes some “eye 
sores” in town might be the source of the 
infestation.

“I go through what I call the main 
drag in and out of town, and that’s all I 
see. But when the water was out, I kind 
of made a few trips through town and I 
was like, ‘This could be your rat infesta-
tion problem,’” she said.

“We need to make sure our infra-
structure in our town is safe,” Alphin 
said. “I implore Council to keep that at 
the forefront of their mind, not in the 
back of their mind.”

At each regular Town Council meet-
ing, Council members review properties 
and homes in town that require mainte-
nance. Letters are regularly sent to prop-
erty owners that Council believes ought 
to clean up their lots.

“As far as eye sores, all you have to 
do is make a complaint, because some-
times we don’t see what you all see,” 
Council member Debbie Bowden said.

-   -   -

McCraw called for more resident 
participation in town meetings and on 
town committees. He addressed nega-
tive reviews that town staff and Council 
members received during last month’s 
state of water emergency.

“I’m not some of the names I was 
called during this water crisis,” the 
mayor said.

“I don’t want to say I was part of the 
solution during that whole crisis. I apolo-
gize for my fierceness during that two-
week time. But I am thankful, and I hope 
you guys understand that,” Alphin said. 
“It wasn’t an easy task. And it’s awfully 
easy for somebody like me who doesn’t 
know a damn thing about water to go out 
here and tell you about getting water.”

“The people working on it didn’t 
know nothing about water, either,” Bick-
ley said, and everyone in attendance 
laughed.

“It wasn’t easy,” Alphin said. “There 
were a lot of hours that were spent by 
people on Council and people in the 
town that nobody knows about. It is ap-
preciated.”

By Emma ColEman

The town of Gos-
hen recently published 
its third request for pro-
posals from engineers to 
determine the feasibility 
of turning the historic 
school building at 1124 
Virginia Avenue into a 
mixed-use community 
center.

Those engineering 
proposals were due yes-
terday, March 8. Any 
feasibility studies that 
are completed will be 
paid for a by a $50,000 
Community Develop-
ment Block Grant from 
the Virginia Department 
of Housing and Commu-
nity Development that 
was awarded to Goshen 
in July 2021.

The last two re-
quests for proposals 
went unanswered. But 
Town Council member 
Steve Bickley said at a 
Council meeting March 
1 that the town’s Central 

Shenandoah Planning 
District Commission 
contact is confident that 
some bids would come 
in by yesterday’s dead-
line.

“He said he felt like 
he had several com-
panies that had called, 
questioning it,” Bickley 
said.

Goshen resident 
Theresa Via asked 
Town Council members 
whether bidding engi-
neers knew that the old 
school building origi-
nally selected for the 
community center proj-
ect is in a flood way.

“They already know 
that it’s in a flood way,” 
Bickley said. “They al-
ready know. The engi-
neering firms already 
know it. The Depart-
ment of Housing already 
knows it.”

Bickley said that the 
town would be respon-
sible for paying for flood 

insurance on the reno-
vated building. But he 
noted that the town has 
selected an alternate site 
for the community cen-
ter if the 1124 Virginia 
Ave. site doesn’t make 
the cut.

“We didn’t approach 
the community center 
down there with all of 
our eggs in that one bas-
ket,” the Council mem-
ber said. “If the flood 
issue becomes too big to 
do the community cen-
ter at the school, we’ve 
already addressed mov-
ing it up on the hill.”

The town plans to 
review the bids tomor-
row afternoon in Gos-
hen’s town hall building.

“We’ve set up a 
meeting on March 10 at 
2 p.m. to review bids and 
select an engineering 
firm to come in and do 
the engineering report,” 
Bickley said.

Engineering Bids Due
On Community Center

Cocaine
continued from page A1

volume greater than or equal to 1 ounce and with the pos-
session of a firearm and of a Schedule I or II drug.

The cousins had allegedly engaged in a series of 
phone conversations in Spanish between Sept. 27 and 
Sept. 30 about receiving a bulk shipment of narcotics.

“The two used coded language as they allegedly 
arranged for Luis Delacruz to pick up 50 kilograms of 
cocaine and transport the narcotics cross-country to the 
Bronx,” the SNPO press release said.

“Let’s see if we can pick up this weekend, and that 
way I can be over at the warehouse by Tuesday-Wednes-
day,” Jose Delacruz allegedly stated on Sept. 30 in a call 
described in court papers.

On Oct. 2, the wiretap investigation revealed that Luis 
Delacruz had allegedly received a bulk shipment of co-
caine in Houston, Texas. Four days later, on Oct. 6, Jose 
Delacruz allegedly received multiple calls from his cousin 
Luis.

“Saturday, be on the alert as to where I can make a 
stop at one of those locations, and you can go in a cab and 
pick up the girl,” Luis Delacruz allegedly stated.

“Not a problem. Let’s do it that way,” Jose said, alleg-
edly recognizing the code word “girl” to mean “cocaine.”

That night, agents and officers of the New York 
Strike Force determined that Luis Delacruz was traveling 
through Virginia.

At approximately 3:26 a.m. on Oct. 7, members of the 
RCSO stopped Luis after he exited the cabin of a tractor-
trailer at a truck stop on Raphine Road.

Inside the cabin of the tractor-trailer, officers found 
two duffle bags containing 50 kilograms of cocaine. 
The truck was transporting boxes of food items, includ-
ing snack chips and dip. Luis Delacruz faces his federal 
charges in Virginia.

Jose Delacruz was arrested on Jan. 11 following 
court-authorized searches of his apartment in the Bronx, 
where “agents and officers recovered approximately 
$24,600 cash, a kilo press used for shaping narcotics into 
bricks, and a money-counter,” the SNPO press release 
said. “A hidden trap compartment underneath the floor 
of the bathroom was empty, but had a strong odor of co-
caine. The judge at arraignment set bail at $300,000 cash 
or insurance company bail bond and $600,000 partially 
secured bond.”

“The Delacruz cousins’ trafficking operation is one 
example of how illegal drugs are coming to New York,” 
DEA Acting Special Agent in Charge Tim Foley said. 
“Under the guise of transporting bags of snack chips, 
Delacruz was harboring over a million dollars’ worth of 
cocaine in duffle bags in the back of the tractor trailer.”

“This investigation prevented more than 100 pounds 
of cocaine from reaching our city, where lethal mixtures 
of narcotics are leading to record high numbers of over-
dose deaths,” New York City Special Narcotics Prosecu-
tor Bridget G. Brennan said. “This success demonstrates 
that collaboration among law enforcement agencies is a 
powerful tool against trafficking networks with nation-
wide resources and connections, and is critical to reining 
in this crisis.”

WHEN MEMBERS of the New York Organized Crime 
Drug Enforcement Strike Force searched Jose Delacruz’ 
apartment in the Bronx, officers recovered approximately 
$24,600 cash, a kilo press used for shaping narcotics into 
bricks, and a money-counter. (NYC Special Narcotics 
Prosecutor’s Office photo)

BOXES of chips and dip found in the tractor-trailer stopped 
by the Rockbridge County Sheriff’s Office last October were 
used in an attempt to disguise the transport of cocaine from 
Texas to New York. (NYC Special Narcotics Prosecutor’s 
Office photo)


