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Some end-of-the-year tidbits and 
more from The Smithfi eld Times 

book reviewer Wilford Kale.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“It was obvious she was a kind-hearted and lovely 
lady. She was devoted to education, history and 
writing. And to her dear husband Atwill.”
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 

2012
AWARD
WINNING
NEWSPAPER

2020

THE

CIRCULATION
To subscribe or report a delivery 
problem call (757) 357-3288

THE SMITHFIELD TIMES
Open M-TH 9-4 | 228 Main St. Smithfield

www.smithfi eldtimes.com

206 B Gumwood Drive, Smithfield • maicoaudio.com • 757-365-9933
Your Hometown Hearing Center

BEGIN THE NEW YEAR WITH BETTER HEARING!BEGIN THE NEW YEAR WITH BETTER HEARING!

Dr. Mavis W. Garrett, 
Owner

 Dr. Krystin Farrell

Caring for your hearing- It’s what we love!

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Town Council 
and Isle of Wight County’s Board 
of Supervisors met jointly in The 

Smithfield Center on Dec. 22 to 
receive their first official look at 
former Smithfield Foods Chairman 
Joseph W. Luter III’s plans to rede-
velop the former Pierceville and 
Little’s Supermarket properties.

Luter purchased and razed 
the former Main Street grocery 
store and 1730s-era farmhouse at 
502 Grace St. in 2020, proposing to 
transform the 50-plus acres into a 
mixed-use development.

Per the presented plans, the 
$100 million first phase of the 
new development — which will 
be named “Grange at 10Main” — 
will include a 13,300-square-foot 
indoor/outdoor farmers market, 

150 underground parking spaces, 
an additional 902 parking spaces 
above ground, 225 apartments, a 
hotel, 45 single-family homes and 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight and Surry counties 
presently form a strong Republican 
House of Delegates district, but will 
shift significantly toward Demo-
crats under a final redistricting 
plan the Supreme Court of Virginia 
approved on Dec. 28.

The state Supreme Court had 
released draft voting district maps 
on Dec. 8 drawn by court-appointed 
special masters Bernard Grofman 
and Sean Trende after a bipartisan 
committee of legislators and citi-
zens deadlocked in October on how 
to redraw the state’s Senate, House 
and congressional districts.

The present-day 64th District, 
which includes Isle of Wight, Surry 

and Prince George counties, and 
part of the city of Suffolk, is nearly 
70% white and has consistently 
elected Republicans since 2011, 
when redistricting last occurred. 
Per federal and state constitutional 
requirements, state legislature and 
congressional voting districts must 
be redrawn once every 10 years 
based on the latest census data.

Under the new map, Isle of 
Wight will be split between new 
83rd and 84th House of Delegates 
districts. The 83rd — which will in-
clude the town of Smithfield, all of 
Southampton, Sussex, Greensville 
and Brunswick counties, the city 
of Emporia and part of Dinwiddie 
County — will remain majori-
ty-white but include a much higher 
percentage of minority voters, and 

could go Democratic or Republican 
by a margin of up to five percentage 
points based on an analysis by the 
Virginia Public Access Project of 
votes cast in the 2016 presidential 
election.

A Dec. 27 memorandum by 
the special masters has the 83rd 
leaning between 3 to 5 percentage 
points in favor of Republicans 
based on votes cast during the 2017 
Virginia attorney general and lieu-
tenant governor elections.

The 83rd will encompass much 
of the same territory as the pres-
ent-day 75th District, which Re-
publican Otto Wachsmann won 
with 52% of the vote in November, 
unseating longtime Democratic 

By Tracy Agnew
Editor

In what is being termed a 
first-of-its-kind lawsuit, Virginia 
Attorney General Mark Herring 
has sued the Town of Windsor, 
alleging the Windsor Police De-
partment has operated in a dis-
criminatory and illegal manner 
by engaging in a pattern of uncon-
stitutional and discriminatory 
policing.

A press release from Herring’s 
office on Thursday stated that 
the months-long investigation, 
spurred by a traffic stop in which 
two Windsor police officers pep-
per-sprayed and held at gunpoint 
a Black and Latino man, had 
“revealed disturbing evidence of 
discriminatory, unconstitutional 

policing” and that the police de-
partment “has operated in a way 
that led to discrimination against 
African Americans and violated 
their constitutional rights.”

This is the first enforcement 
action against a law enforcement 
agency under a new state law 
empowering the attorney general 
to file suit to stop systemic viola-
tions of Virginians’ civil rights. 

The Town of Windsor issued 
a statement Thursday afternoon 
denying the allegations, question-
ing the data used and asserting 
the lawsuit, and its timing, are 
politically motivated.

The traffic stop of Lt. Caron 
Nazario happened Dec. 5, 2020, 
and came to light in April after 
Nazario filed suit. He was pulled 

Year in Review2021

It was a long year full of ups 
and downs for Isle of Wight 
and Surry counties. Here’s a 
look back at the stories that 
dominated the headlines for 
the second half of 2021. The ret-
rospective for January through 
June ran in the Dec. 29 edition. 
Stories are listed on the date of 
the edition in which they ran.

July 7 — Isle of Wight Coun-
ty’s Board of Supervisors ex-
pressed no appetite for allowing 
collective bargaining in the 
county after a change in state 
law ended a ban on public 
sector employees bargaining 
collectively with local govern-
ments.

July 14  — Smithfield’s 
Town Council voted 5-2 to grant 
approvals needed for the 812-
home Mallory Scott Farm devel-
opment. The developer, Napoli-
tano Homes, gained permission 
to build 107 townhouses, 198 du-
plexes, 507 single-family homes 
and shared amenities on more 

than 500 acres along Battery 
Park and Nike Park roads.

July 14 — Smithfield Foods 
announced plans to end slaugh-
tering operations at its home-
town meat-packing plant on 
North Church Street.

July 14 — Sam Edwards 
III, owner of Edwards Virginia 
Smokehouse, announced that 
his family has agreed to sell 
the fourth-generation family 
business after 95 years. The 
brand now is owned by Burg-
ers’ Smokehouse of Missouri.

July 21 — Isle of Wight 
County School Board member 
Vicky Hulick announced she 
planned to step down from her 
elected role in August due to 
her family’s move out of the 
Newport District.

August 4 — The Virginia 
Diner announced it would in-
vest more than $4.5 million to 
nearly double production of its 

iconic gourmet peanuts.

August 11 — The Bank 
of America said it would per-
manently close its Smithfield 
branch in November, citing a 
growing preference for online 
banking and the company’s 
desire to reduce redundancy.

August 18 — The U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau released figures 
from its 2020 census, announc-
ing that Isle of Wight County’s 
population stands at 38,606, 
with Surry’s at 6,561. Those 
numbers were a 9.5% increase 
and a 7% decrease, respec-
tively.

At left, a rendering of the 
proposed new Riverside 
Health Systems hospital 
that was planned for 
Isle of Wight County. 
Above, Edwards Virginia 
Smokehouse announced 
in July that it would sell its 
business after 95 years. 
Below, the Wombwell 
House was demolished in 
December.

Pierceville plans presented

Attorney general files suit 
against Town of Windsor

Supreme Court adopts state 
redistricting maps

• See REDISTRICTING, p. 4 • See LAWSUIT, p. 6

• See YEAR, p. 4

• See COVID, p. 3

• See PIERCEVILLE, p. 6

By Stephen Faleski 
and Jimmy LaRoue
Staff Writers

Is a second wave of the delta 
variant to blame for a New Year’s 
weekend spike in COVID-19 cas-
es? Or has the full force of the 
heavily mutated omicron vari-
ant hit the Western Tidewater 
region?

According to Virginia Depart-
ment of Health data, Isle of Wight 
County saw a record-breaking 66 
new COVID-19 cases on Dec. 31, 
then broke that record on Jan. 2 
with 68 more.

Prior to that, the county had 
reported 42 cases on Dec. 29 and 
another 58 on Dec. 30 — shatter-
ing a previous single-day record 
set last January.

For the week of  Dec.  26 
through Jan. 1, just under 40% 
of all COVID-19 tests among Isle 
of Wight County residents were 
coming back positive.

As of Jan. 3, the county’s 7-day 
average of new daily cases had 
risen to 126.4 per 100,000 people, 
another record.

Surry County, which is part of 
the VDH’s Crater Health District, 
also broke its single-day record 
over the weekend with 19 new 
cases. Surry is also reporting an 
even higher 7-day average than 
Isle of Wight, with 147.8 new cas-

IW, Surry
see record

COVID
spikes
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over on U.S. 460 for lack of 
a license plate, even though 
a temporary tag was dis-
played in the rear window. 
Officers Daniel Crocker and 
Joe Gutierrez both pulled 
their weapons, and Nazario 
was pepper-sprayed and 
knocked to the ground. 
After the video went viral, 
Gutierrez was fired, but 
Crocker remained on the 
force. 

Herring’s lawsuit states 
that “at no time did Lieu-
tenant Nazario use or at-
tempt to use force against 
the officers,” and alleges 
other complaints in which 
force was improperly used 
against Black drivers, but 
without giving details of 
those other complaints.

“While our investigation 
was spurred by the egre-
gious treatment against Lt. 
Nazario that we all saw in 
bodycam footage, we dis-
covered that this incident 
was indicative of much 
larger problems within 
the department,” Herring 
stated in the press release. 
“Our months-long inves-
tigation uncovered huge 
disparities in enforcement 
against African American 
drivers, and a troubling 
lack of policies and proce-
dures to prevent discrimi-
natory or unconstitutional 
policing. We even discov-
ered evidence that officers 
were actually being trained 
to go ‘fishing’ and engage 
in pretextual stops. That is 
why I have now filed suit 
to ensure accountability 
and to protect Virginians’ 
rights.”

In his suit filed Thurs-
day in Isle of Wight Circuit 
Court, Herring alleges that 
the Town of Windsor “vio-
lated the Virginia Human 
Rights Act (‘VHRA’) and 
the Virginia Public Integ-
rity and Law Enforcement 
Misconduct Act (‘VPLEM’) 
in its provision of law en-
forcement services through 
the Windsor Police Depart-
ment.”

Among the findings un-
covered by Herring’s inves-
tigation are:

• Disproportionate traf-
fic stops of Black drivers — 
Black drivers accounted for 
approximately 42% of the 
department’s traffic stops 
from July 1, 2020, through 
Sept. 30, 2021 (810 of 1,907 
stops). During that time 
period, the town stopped 
Black drivers between 
200% and 500% more often 
than would be expected 
based on the number of 
Black residents in the town 
or county.

•  D i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e 
searches of Black drivers’ 
vehicles — From July 1, 
2020, through Sept. 30, 2021, 
the department searched 
more vehicles driven by 
Black drivers than White 
drivers, even though Black 
residents do not constitute 
the majority of the popu-
lation of the town or the 
commonwealth.

• Discrepancy in data 
reported to the Town Coun-
cil and state authorities 
— For many of the exam-
ined months — July 2020 

through July 2021 — there 
was a significant discrep-
ancy between the number 
of traffic stops and cita-
tions reported to the Town 
Council and the number 
reported to the Virginia 
State Police for tracking 
and reporting purposes. In 
all instances, the numbers 
reported to the state were 
lower than those shared 
with the Town Council, and 
the discrepancy has not yet 
been explained.

The Town of Windsor 
issued a statement Thurs-
day afternoon stating the 
decision by Herring to file 
a lawsuit so late in his ten-
ure was “clearly political” 
and that the reason for the 
lawsuit was “perhaps for 
the sake of headlines.”

The statement said the 
town has practiced non-dis-
criminatory policing both 
before and after the Nazario 
traffic stop, but has taken 
additional steps to increase 
training and accountability 
in recent months. 

“None of those efforts 
are mentioned in the Her-
ring lawsuit, even though 
his office and deputies were 
fully aware of them for 
several months,” the town’s 
statement reads. It states 
the town and attorney gen-
eral’s office met as recently 
as Dec. 10 to discuss these 
efforts.

The statement says that 
Herring’s office issued an 
ultimatum just days after 
that meeting, “demanding 
immediate action or the 
threat of litigation.” The 
statement also says the 
data on traffic stops and 
searches Herring used is 
questionable.

The statement adds that 
the Town of Windsor is 
“stunned” that the suit was 
filed on Dec. 30, just hours 
before courts closed for the 
year, and that the matter 
should have been left to the 
incoming attorney general 
to pursue, “if it indeed had 
merit in the first place.”

The incoming attorney 
general, Jason S. Miyares, 
is a Republican and the 
state’s first Latino attorney 
general.

“We look forward to 
having a reasonable con-
versation with the next 
Attorney General regard-
ing the Town’s law enforce-
ment practices,” the town’s 
statement says in conclu-
sion. “In the meantime, we 
reserve further comment 
until our attorneys and 
Town Council have had an 
opportunity to review Mr. 
Herring’s eleventh-hour 
action and present a formal 
response.”

Klarke Kilgore, spokes-
person for Attorney Gen-
eral-elect Miyares, told The 
Smithfield Times: “Attor-
ney General-elect Miyares 
has been reviewing all the 
cases being handled by the 
Attorney General. We look 
forward to reviewing the 
facts and applicable law for 
this suit once the Attorney 
General-elect takes office.”

Joel Rubin, a public rela-
tions professional assisting 
the Town of Windsor with 

the response to the lawsuit, 
said in response to ques-
tions that Windsor Police 
Chief Rodney Riddle and 
Town Manager William 
Saunders would not be 
providing their own state-
ments or speaking with the 
media.

Rubin also provided de-
tails on the town’s claim of 
minority representation 
within the Windsor Police 
Department. He stated in 
response to questions that 
the officer hired to replace 
Gutierrez is African Amer-
ican, and that there is also 
a Latino officer.

Valerie Butler, presi-
dent of the Isle of Wight 
NAACP, welcomed the 
news of the lawsuit.

“We’ve been waiting 
a long time for this,” she 
said in a telephone inter-
view Thursday afternoon. 
“Based on the information 
the attorney general’s office 
has pointed out as far as the 
racial profiling, the dispro-
portionate stops of Black 
drivers … that confirms 
the preliminary informa-
tion we had gotten. This 
supports exactly what the 
policing has looked like in 
the Town of Windsor.”

Butler said she hopes the 
lawsuit is the beginning of 
positive changes.

“I’m hoping it will bring 
positive changes as far as 
civil rights and human 
rights are concerned,” 
she said. “I’m hoping go-
ing forward there will be 
some positive changes in 
the community in which I 
serve and the community 
in which I live.”

Butler said the Town 
of Windsor has not been 
forthcoming to sit down 
with her group and discuss 
their concerns.

“One of my concerns has 
been the Town of Windsor 
has not been very receptive 
to sitting down and speak-
ing with us, and I was really 
concerned that maybe they 
were not treating our issues 
seriously,” she said. “I’m 
hoping this research that’s 
been uncovered will let 
them know the severity of 
things that are happening 
in their police department 
and possibly open the doors 
for sit-down collaboration 
between the both of us.”

The Isle of Wight NAACP 
also issued a written state-
ment late Thursday night 
in which it called Windsor’s 
statement a “knee-jerk re-
sponse.”

“The town’s knee-jerk 
response to the lawsuit is 
a reflection of the practice 
and culture of the town of 
Windsor and their police 
department,” the NAACP 
wrote. “Since the horren-
dous video of Lt. Nazario 
surfaced, the Town of Wind-
sor has spent more time try-
ing to salvage their image 
and reputation, instead of 
protecting the civil and con-
stitutional rights of African 
Americans in the Windsor 
community.”

The statement goes on to 
call upon Miyares to pursue 
the lawsuit and promises 
more communication:

“Unlike the Town of 
Windsor, it is our hope 
that Attorney General-elect 
Jason Miyares will focus on 
protecting the civil rights 
of African Americans and 
fully pursue this lawsuit 
once his office takes over 
in January.

“The NAACP will con-
tinue to communicate to 
the public our next steps 
regarding this matter in the 
coming days.”

Herring’s lawsuit seeks 
a court order barring the 
Windsor Police Depart-
ment from engaging in dis-
criminatory law enforce-
ment activities, as well as 
court-ordered policy chang-
es within the department, 
a court-ordered period of 
third-party monitoring of 
the department and a civil 
penalty of $50,000 for each 
proven violation of the Vir-
ginia Human Rights Act.

• Continued from p. 1
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Pierceville
duplexes and 33,350 square 
feet of commercial space.

The hotel and farmers 
market would both front 
along Main Street, with 
access roads connecting 
the development to Main, 
Grace and Cary streets. The 
apartment buildings would 
include three- and four-story 
elevations.

Luter and his son, Joseph 
Luter IV, have partnered 
with Venture Realty Group, 
the architectural firm Cox, 
Kliewer & Co. and the prop-
erty management firm 
Drucker + Falk to make the 
proposed development a re-
ality. According to Venture’s 
presentation, the first phase 
of the development is pro-
jected to bring over $933,000 
in annual tax revenue to the 
town of Smithfield and an 
additional $1.1 million in 
annual tax revenue to Isle of 
Wight County.

It’s also projected to have 
an economic impact up-

wards of $37 million on the 
town, and upwards of $48 
million on the county over a 
30-year period assuming 2% 
annual growth — and create 
more than 60 new jobs.

The Luter family and 
Venture have offered to 
make a $1 million cash con-
tribution to the Smithfield 
Farmers Market, plus an 
additional $1 million land 
contribution for green spac-
es and the farmers market, 
and to create public parking 
adjacent to the Christian 
Outreach Program build-
ing valued at $700,000. In 
return, they’re seeking 
public-private participation 
agreements from the town 
and county for a master 
infrastructure plan, and for 
the hotel, and a $6 million 
toward the construction of 
the farmers market building.

According to Town Man-
ager Michael Stallings, there 
is currently no set date for 
the matter to go before the 

town’s Planning Commis-
sion or Town Council.

Smithfield’s Planning 
Commission was already 
planning to hold a public 
hearing in January on a pro-
posed change to the town’s 
zoning ordinance that would 
permit mixed-use develop-
ments like the Grange to 
exist.

Town staff had informed 
the commissioners in De-
cember that the “planned 
corporate office and research 
district” zoning designation 
specified in Article 3.J2 of 
the town’s ordinance is not 
assigned to any parcel locat-
ed within the town’s borders, 
nor is any developer seeking 
that particular zoning desig-
nation. As such, they’re pro-
posing to replace the PCOR 
zoning option with one that 
would allow planned mixed-
use development, or PMUD.

A draft of the proposed 
ordinance changes states 
the new zoning option would 

allow single-family attached 
and detached dwellings, 
multi-family residential 
dwellings, bed-and-break-
fast lodging, retail stores 
and other uses to coexist on 
a single parcel, provided the 
lot measures at least 5 acres 
in size.

It would also allow four- 
and five-story buildings, 
setting a maximum height 
of 60 feet except where the lot 
would border a residential 
district. All other zoning 
options in town currently 
cap buildings at a maximum 
height of 35 feet.

The listed business types 
would be by-right uses, 
meaning no Planning Com-
mission or Town Council 
approval would be needed 
for a developer to pursue 
those uses once a parcel 
is successfully rezoned to 
PMUD. Some uses, however, 
such as schools, churches 
and accessory apartments 
within a residential dwelling 

would still require special 
use permits.

The public hearing on the 
ordinance changes has been 
scheduled for Jan. 11 during 
the Planning Commission’s 
regular scheduled meeting. 
The meeting will begin at 
6:30 p.m. in The Smithfield 
Center at 220 N. Church St.

Should the proposed ordi-

nance changes be approved, 
Luter would still need to re-
quest his land be rezoned to 
PMUD, which would neces-
sitate he present his develop-
ment plans to the Planning 
Commission and eventually 
to Smithfield’s Town Coun-
cil for discussion.

Let us help you keep and
grow your hard earned money

Need a Helping Hand?

 Corporate, Partnership, Individual
Trust and Estate / Tax, Accounting,

Planning, Payroll, and Bookkeeping Services

757-357-3861

Visit us on the web at www.bealeandcurran.com 

Diana F. Beale, CPA Deborah A. Curran, CPA

1801 S. Church Street, Smithfield

Certified Public Accountants
Beale & Curran, P.C.
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SECOND FRONT
Square dancing sessions help to 

support historic courthouse.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“When we hit the breaking point, and we cannot 
get the kids here, we’re going to have to close the 
school.”
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— Superintendent Dr. Jim Thornton
Speaking about bus driver shortages
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Creating a more walkable 
South Church Street east of the 
Pagan River and reducing traffic 
throughout town are among the 
top priorities listed in a Jan. 11 
draft of Smithfield’s new compre-
hensive plan.

The town’s Planning Com-
mission has been working with 
Summit Design and Engineering 
since last spring to create the doc-
ument, which will guide land use 
decisions for years to come.

Per state law, a locality’s com-
prehensive plan must be revisited 
at least once every five years “to 
determine whether it is advisable 
to amend the plan.” Smithfield’s 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Opponents of a proposed 
change to Smithfield’s zoning 
ordinance made their presence 
known at a Jan. 11 meeting of the 

town’s Planning Commission.
The meeting included a pub-

lic hearing on whether to allow 
mixed-use zoning in Smithfield 
by replacing the currently un-
used “planned corporate office 
and research district” zoning 

designation with planned mixed-
use development, or PMUD. The 
new zoning option would allow 
single-family and multi-family 
housing, bed-and-breakfast lodg-
ing, retail stores and other uses 
to coexist on a single parcel, and 

set a maximum height of 60 feet 
to permit four- and five-story 
buildings.

According to Tammie Clary, 
the town’s director of commu-
nity development and planning, 
the idea of allowing mixed-use 

zoning originated last year when 
the Planning Commission worked 
with a consultant on the still-on-
going process of redoing the 
town’s comprehensive plan. The 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A Navy helicopter made an 
emergency landing in an open 
field in the vicinity of Isle of 

Wight County’s Nike Park on 
the morning of Jan. 12.

Three occupants were on 
board, one of whom suffered 
minor injuries, according to Vir-
ginia State Police Sgt. Michelle 

Anaya.
The call came in at approxi-

mately 11:30 a.m., Anaya said. 
The crash reportedly occurred 
at the 12300 block of The Oaks 
Lane, a private road off Nike 

Park Road.
According to Anaya, the he-

licopter’s pilot was making an 
emergency landing in an open 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

State Sen. Tommy Norment 
(R-Williamsburg) has reintro-
duced a bill that would add Isle 
of Wight County to the list of lo-
calities authorized to impose an 
extra 1% sales tax to pay for new 
schools.

Norment pre-filed the pro-
posed legislation, Senate Bill 37, 
in December. The bill has been 
referred to the Senate’s committee 
on finance and appropriations.

Norment had previously pro-
posed the legislation in 2021, 
which passed the Senate but 
stalled in a House of Delegates 
subcommittee.

Isle of Wight officials had hoped 
to use the resulting revenue in lieu 
of raising real estate taxes to fund 
the replacement of the county’s 
Hardy and Westside elementary 
schools.

The county had borrowed $34 
million in 2020, budgeting $27 
million for the Hardy project, 
but inflation and a pandemic-in-
duced supply chain breakdown 
drove the cost to $36.8 million last 
year — resulting in a nearly $10 
million gap in available funds. 
The cost of supplying water to the 
new school and the surrounding 
area also increased from a 2020 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Randy Pack stepped down 
as chairman of Smithfield’s 
Planning Commission Jan. 11, 

and announced his intention 
to recuse himself from any 
future votes on the proposed 
“Grange at 10Main” mixed-use 
development.

Mixed-use zoning draws opposition

Navy helo makes hard landing in IW

Norment 
revives 

sales tax 
bill

Pack resigns as 
PC chairman

Draft Smithfield 
comprehensive plan presented

• See ZONING, p. 6

• See TAX, p. 6

• See HELO, p. 6

• See CHAIRMAN, p. 7

• See PLAN, p. 7• See BREWER, p. 5
This drawing, included in Smithfield’s draft comprehensive plan, 
shows a reimagined, more walkable South Church Street.

A U.S. Navy helicopter made what was described as a “hard landing” in an Isle of Wight field last week. (Submitted Photo)

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

State Del. Emily Brewer, 
R-Isle of Wight, will chair the 
House of Delegates’ Communi-
cations, Technology and Inno-
vation Committee this year — 
while also gearing up to seek the 

newly created District 17 state 
Senate seat next year.

House Speaker Todd Gilbert, 
R-Shenandoah, announced the 
committee chair appointment on 
Jan. 12, the first day of the Gen-
eral Assembly’s 2022 session.

This year’s House Communi-

Brewer to chair House 
committee, run for Senate
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Field Test Participant Search

A leading manufacturer of  digital hearing technology 
has chosen Ledford Beltone to distribute a new hearing 

instrument to the public called the Imagine™.
Notice: Ledford Beltone is currently in search of  17 field test participants. You will be able to test out 
this new technology in our office and report back your findings to the licensed hearing staff.

Features of the Beltone Imagine™: easy set-up connectivity to your cell phone and TV, comfort fit 
engineering, nearly invisible wearability, and clear, natural sound. 

Hearing Test Participant Qualifications:

If  you answer yes to any of  these questions, you are encouraged to apply.
 1. Have you found difficulties following conversations when background noise is present? ❏ yes ❏ no
 2. Are you often accused of  listening to the TV or Radio too loud? ❏ yes ❏ no
 3. Do you struggle to understand women with high-pitched voices or young children? ❏ yes ❏ no

Please note: participants who currently wear hearing aids but are curious about the latest technology are 
also considered qualified participants.*

�If  you have ever wondered if  you could benefit from the latest innovations in hearing technology, it is 
strongly encouraged to take advantage of  this no-risk, no obligation opportunity.

How to Apply:

 1. Call Ledford Beltone at 757-542-0348   Reservation Code: <HR-057>
 2. Schedule an appointment within January 24 - 28, 2022 for your hearing evaluation.             
  Note: There is zero cost and no obligation for this appointment. This is to determine eligibility.
 3. You will be fitted with the latest technological development. The Staff  will ensure you are 
        100% comfortable with your device and explain how it works.
 4. You will test out the device including a speech recognition test with a familiar voice in our office
  and discuss your experience with our licensed staff.
 5. If  you are interested in keeping the devices, you will be given the opportunity to purchase them at a  
       significant discount

Please call now. Offer limited to 17 qualified participants

757-542-0348
2216 Executive Dr, Ste C
Hampton, VA 23666

HAMPTON 727 J Clyde Morris Blvd, Ste F
Newport News, VA 23601

NEWPORT NEWS
403 Grace St, Ste 103

Smithfield, VA 23430

SMITHFIELD

•Main residence must be served by Community Electric Cooperative
•Must be a current high school sophomore or junior; 3.5 GPA or higher
•Must be interested in Government, History, Political Science or similar
•Applications are due by 4:30 p.m., Monday, Jan. 31, 2022

OF A LIFETIME
�e Experience

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: 
Build leadership skills among your peers in a fun, engaging 
and FREE environment. It’s all part of the Community Electric
Cooperative Youth Tour.

Participants in Youth Tour will:
         • Learn about electric cooperatives and the cooperative
            business model
         • Meet with elected o�cials and representatives
         • Visit historic sites 
         • Build lifelong friendships with other young leaders 

This transformational experience shows students the power 
of democracy and the importance of leadership. Check with 
Community Electric Cooperative to learn more and get the 
process started.

2 0 2 2

JUNE 20-24, 2022
comelec.coop/youth-tour

Youth Tour 2022 Ad_CEC_2.qxp_Layout 1  1/10/22  3:25 PM  Page 1

hasn’t seen major changes 
since 2009.

“Small Town Charm” is 
the most consistently men-
tioned reason Smithfield 
is loved by its visitors or 
residents, the plan states, 
but commercial areas out-
side its historic downtown 
“have created an atmo-
sphere that does not con-
tribute to this feeling.” It’s 
“particularly inhospitable 
for pedestrian and bicycle 
access, although the town’s 
grocery stores are there.”

The plan then shows 
sketches of a reimagined 
South Church Street with 
bike lanes, brick cross-
walks and walkable store-
fronts.

“By simply constraining 
growth, land values may 
increase and force higher 
rents on local businesses,” 
the plan states. “By leaving 
the current scenario with-
out intervention, the town 
may see continued growth 
that detracts from its socia-
bility, walkability, or local 
businesses by increasing 
vehicular traffic. However, 
by encouraging new devel-
opment and redevelopment 
that borrows from the scale, 
form, and design qualities 
of the historic downtown 
district, new diversity of 

uses can be achieved.”
The plan further calls 

for “reprioritizing” trans-
portation improvements 
“away from simply widen-
ing roads,” and “increasing 
the amount of opportunities 
within the local economy, 
but aligning them with 
walkability and redevelop-
ment rather than encour-
aging new sprawl develop-
ment at the edges of Town.”

The plan includes a fu-
ture land use map that 
shows the areas of town 
along the South Church 
Street and West Main Street 
corridors, the Riverside 
Healthy Living Community 
on John Rolfe Drive and the 
former 1730s Pierceville 
farm and Little’s Super-
market shaded in dark red 
as “new downtown mixed-
use” districts.

“Infill redevelopment 
should feature minimal 
to no setbacks,” the plan 
states. “Buildings should be 
designed with limited park-
ing and access provided to 
the rear, with primary ac-
cess from pedestrians and 
bicyclists to their front.”

The plan further calls 
for more affordable and 
multi-family housing, al-
leging a racial disparity 
in Smithfield’s current 

housing market. Accord-
ing to the document, 17% 
of Smithfield’s residents 
live below the poverty line, 
compared to 9.9% statewide 
and 12.3% nationwide.

Across the United States, 
“Black residents are more 
likely to fall below the 
poverty line,” and “that 
trend is more prevalent in 
Smithfield,” the document 
states. In the town, 9.2% of 
white residents and 31% of 
Black residents fall below 
the poverty line, compared 
to 10.3% of white residents 
and 21.2% of Black res-
idents living in poverty 
nationwide.

A copy of the draft com-
prehensive plan can be 
viewed at smithfieldvacom-
prehensiveplan.com.

To move forward, the 
plan must obtain approval 
by the Virginia Department 
of Transportation — a re-
view process that’s estimat-
ed to take roughly 90 days 
— and a recommendation 
from the Planning Commis-
sion to Smithfield’s Town 
Council. The Town Council 
will then be required to 
hold a public hearing on 
the document and vote to 
accept or reject it.

• Continued from p. 1

Plan

• Continued from p. 1

Chairman
In his place as chair-

man is Charles Bryan, who 
served as the commission’s 
vice chairman for a number 
of years. The commission-
ers’ vote to name Bryan 
as Pack’s successor was 
unanimous, with members 
Michael Torrey and Ray-
nard Gibbs absent.

Julia Hillegass was then 
voted in, also unanimously, 
as the commission’s new 
vice chairwoman.

Pack will remain on the 
commission as the Smith-
field Town Council’s liai-
son, but said he chose to 
step down from chairing 
the body due to a potential 
conflict of interest — telling 
his fellow commissioners 
it was “quite likely” he 

would become involved in 
the hospitality aspect of 
the proposed development, 
should it be approved.

F o r m e r  S m i t h f i e l d 
Foods Chairman Joseph 
W. Luter III purchased and 
razed the 1730s-era Piercev-
ille homestead and the for-
mer Little’s Supermarket in 
2020, and presented plans in 
2021 for turning the 50-plus-
acre site into the proposed 
“Grange” development, 
which would include a ho-
tel, farmers market with 
restaurant space, and hous-
ing.

“We may be involved in 
the restaurants in the de-
velopment and potentially 
the hotel,” Pack told The 
Smithfield Times via email 

Jan. 12. “No deals have been 
inked yet and we are simply 
in the discussion phase.”

Pack and his brother, 
Brian, are principals of 
Pack Brothers Hospitality, 
which owns and operates 
two local hotel, restaurant 
and marina businesses: 
Smithfield Station and the 
Surry Seafood Co. The Pack 
brothers are also working 
to develop a similar estab-
lishment at Fort Monroe 
in Hampton, and hope to 
add Luter’s development 
to their list of local invest-
ments.

“I will not vote on any-
thing with that project … I 
plan to be very transparent 
in my interest in the Luter 
property,” Randy Pack told 

his fellow commissioners 
and attendees at the Jan. 
11 meeting.

Pack then confirmed 
to the Times that he also 
plans to abstain from any 
votes or discussions that 
arise at the Town Council 
level concerning Luter’s 
development.

Smithfield, to date, has 
only been provided with 
renderings of the proposed 
development, and has yet 
to receive an official appli-
cation from Luter for re-
zoning or any permits that 
would need the Planning 
Commission’s or Town 
Council’s approval.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Planning 
Commission, on Jan. 11, 
voted to approve Smithfield 
Self Storage’s expansion 
plans.

The 23,000-square-foot, 
climate-controlled self-stor-
age facility opened in 2020 
after securing a waiver in 
2017 to permit a floor area 
ratio greater than allowed 
under the town’s zoning 
ordinance. Its manager, 
Trey Gwaltney, has since 
requested — and now re-
ceived — another waiver 
that will allow him to more 
than double the three-story 
building’s square footage.

Floor area ratio, or FAR, 
measures the square foot-
age of a proposed build-
ing to the square footage 
of the parcel on which it 
is located. A FAR of  0.1 
would mean a single-story 

building that covers the en-
tire parcel, or a four-story 
building that covers only 
a quarter of the available 
land.

The 1.47-acre parcel on 
which the addition would 
be located was permitted a 
FAR of up to 0.5 under the 
town’s ordinance, which 
would allow a maximum 
floor area of 32,110 square 
feet. 

In December, Gwalt-
ney had proposed build-
ing a 39,150-square-foot, 
three-story addition, which 
would result in a FAR of 
1.03. The Planning Com-
mission tabled Gwaltney’s 
request until January after 
some of the commission-
ers expressed reservations 
about the size of the pro-
posed facility.

The vote to approve 
Gwaltney’s revised Jan-
uary proposal was unan-
imous,  with members 

Michael Torrey and Ray-
nard Gibbs absent — even 
though the revisions now 
call for an even bigger ad-
dition, measuring 46,200 
square feet and increasing 
the FAR to 1.13.

To make room for the en-
larged addition, Gwaltney 
is proposing to remove five 
rows of existing, non-cli-
mate-controlled storage 
units — up from the four 
rows he’d proposed in De-
cember.

As the request is for 
a Planning Commission 
waiver, the commissioners 
have the final say on the 
matter, as opposed to their 
typical role of making a 
recommendation to Smith-
field’s Town Council.

The matter is expected 
to return to the Planning 
Commission when Gwalt-
ney presents his landscap-
ing plan.
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Smithfield Self Storage 
allowed to expand

A rendering of the Smithfield Self Storage expansion approved by the Smithfield Plan-
ning Commission last week. (Submitted Image)
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“I’d prefer for us to work together. This is not politi-
cal. This is about saving kids.”
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compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A car collided with a house on 
Cary Street Jan. 19, destroying its 
fence and front porch and injuring 
the car’s driver.

According to Isle of Wight 
County’s dispatch office, the crash 
occurred in the 100 block around 
3:30 p.m.

A neighbor, Rob Bebermeyer, 
was inside his home at the time. 
He didn’t see what happened, but 
heard the crash.

“It was loud,” he said.
Outside, he watched Smithfield 

Police officers and emergency 
medical personnel break the 

Staff report

A Carrollton woman has 
been charged with the mur-
der of her grandchildren’s 
father.

Isle of Wight County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies were 
dispatched to the 12000 block 
of Smiths Neck Road the eve-
ning of Jan. 20 to investigate 
a reported stabbing.

There they found 54-year-
old Maurice Doctor with a 
stab wound to his back. Doc-
tor was pronounced dead at 
the scene.

Investigators say an al-
tercation occurred between 
Doctor and 67-year-old The-
resa Knightnor prior to the 
stabbing. According to Sher-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A parent is alleging Isle of 
Wight County Schools broke state 
law by not giving 30 days notice 
ahead of giving her son a survey.

Heidi Swartz contacted Smith-
field High School Principal Bryan 
Thrift on Jan. 10, objecting to her 
son, Ethan, having been given 
what she described as an “equity 
survey” — with questions about 
bullying, race and sexual orienta-
tion — in his earth science class, 
and instructions to complete it by 

Jan. 14 for 50 points toward his 
overall grade for the course.

Virginia Code 22.1-79.3 man-
dates parents of public school 
students be provided 30 days 
advance notice and a way to opt 
out of any surveys that ask their 
children about their sexual lives, 
substance abuse or “other in-
formation that the school board 
deems to be sensitive in nature.”

“We did not get a 30-day notice 
… Windsor High School is sched-
uled Jan. 25, and their letter went 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s 
School Board on Thursday 
voted 4-1 to continue its mask 
mandate — becoming the lat-
est Virginia school system to 
defy Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s 
executive order making masks 
optional.

Surry County’s School 
Board is set to vote on the issue 
this Thursday.

Youngkin had signed the 

order on Jan. 15, his first day 
in office. It repeals Virginia’s 
universal K-12 mask mandate 
and requires that parents be al-
lowed to opt their children out 
of any school-imposed mask 
mandate, without needing to 
provide a reason.

Isle of Wight’s vote followed 
a roughly 40-minute closed 
session at a special meeting on 
Jan. 20 to discuss “operational 
and legal ramifications” with 

Car strikes Cary Street homeCarrollton 
woman charged 

with murder

Equity, culture 
surveys draw 
parental ire

IW schools keep 
mask mandate

• See CULTURE, p. 8

• See DEVELOPER, p. 5

• See MASK, p. 7

• See CAR, p. 7

• See MURDER, p. 7

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The company proposing to 
redevelop the former Pierceville 
and Little’s Supermarket proper-
ties was the largest donor to Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin’s gubernatorial 

campaign last year — aside from 
Republican Party affiliates and 
Youngkin himself.

LSMP LLC — which Town 
Attorney William Riddick III cre-
ated for former Smithfield Foods 
Chairman Joseph W. Luter III in 
2020 while representing him in 

his efforts to acquire and raze the 
former Main Street grocery store 
and 1730s-era farmhouse — gave 
Youngkin’s campaign $1 million 
in October, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Elections’ 
campaign finance records.

The company’s name is an 

abbreviation for Little’s Super 
Market Property.

The records list an address of 
19259 Farm Road, Smithfield, for 
LSMP LLC. According to Isle of 
Wight County tax records, the 
address belongs to a parcel owned 
by ROSF LLC — another company 

Riddick created in 2006.
According to State Corpora-

tion Commission records, Rid-
dick filed paperwork on Dec. 27 
to change ROSF LLC’s principal 
office from 200 Commerce St. — 

Developer gave $1M to Youngkin

Landon Watson, 4, makes a snow angel in 
his backyard in Smithfield on Saturday. The 
area got a few inches of snow, just enough 
for local children of all ages to enjoy. See 
more photos on page 9. (Submitted Photo)

A vehicle collided with a house on Cary Street on Jan. 19, injuring 
the car’s driver. (Stephen Faleski/The Smithfield Times)
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Ann Randolph Scott 
Doom

Ann Randolph Scott 
Doom, 86, of Smithfield 
and Suffolk, passed away 
on Saturday, Jan. 15, 2022.  

She was the daughter 
of the late Charles Landon 
Scott and Sarah Elizabeth 
Sykes Scott. Mrs. Doom is 
survived by her husband 
of 35 years, Lewis Garth 
Doom; daughters, Ann 
“Dee” Elizabeth Remick 
(Terry), Marion Jerrold 
(Doug), Betsey Urban (Bob), 
Nanette Maher (Michael); 
sons,  Robert  “Worth” 
Remick (Mary) and Lewis 
Doom (Cindy); seven lov-
ing grandchildren and two 

great-grandchildren. Mrs. 
Doom was a graduate of 
Smithfield High School and 
Old Dominion University, 
and was a retired history 
teacher. She was devoted 
to her husband and family. 
Mrs. Doom was a member of 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Portsmouth. 

A private funeral service 
will be held in Historic St. 
Luke’s Church, with burial 
to follow in the cemetery. 
Online condolences may be 
registered at www.littlesfu-
neralhome.com.

Donald Huston 
Duncan

Donald Huston Duncan, 
72, of Smithfield, passed 
away on Thursday, Jan. 
20, 2022. 

He was the son of the 
late Woodrow Wilson Dun-
can and Amanda Isabell 
McKeithan Duncan.  Mr. 
Duncan is survived by his 
wife of 51 years, Judy Ben-
ton Duncan; son, Terry 
Brian Duncan (Kendel); 
grandchildren, Clay and 
Leah; brother, Gene Dun-
can (Pat); brother-in-law, 
Ricky Benton (Linda) and 
sister-in-law, Joyce Cray-
ton (Scotty). He was also 
preceded in death by his 
daughter, Tracey Dawn 
Duncan. 

A funeral service was 
held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 

Jan. 25, 2022, at Little’s 
Funeral Home, Smithfield. 
The family received friends 
immediately following the 
service at the funeral home.  
Online condolences may be 
registered at www.littlesfu-
neralhome.com.

Healing Waters 
Worship Center
12172 Smith’s Neck Road, 
Carrollton  - (757)356-1515
www.hwwcnow.org
Pastor William McCarty, 
Senior Pastor
Sunday Services: 8:15 am 
Worship Service, 9:45 am 
Adult & Teen Discipleship, 
11:00 am Worship Service 
with Kidz Planet & Nursery 
available. Wednesday night 
on campus bible study, 
Girls Club, Royal Rangers 
and Teen classes. Every 3rd 
Wednesday is F.U.N. Family 
night.

Liberty Live Church
Smithfield High School 
(14171 Turner Dr.)
Sundays at 9:00am & 10:45am 
(Liberty Kids & Students 
too!)
Adult Groups in the 
community throughout the 
week!
www.libertylive.church

Smithfield Baptist Church
100 Wainwright Drive, 
Smithfield - (757) 357-2536 
www.smithfieldbaptist.org
Sun. Worship 8:30 a.m., 11 
a.m.
Sun. School 9:40 a.m.

Whitehead’s Grove 
Baptist Church
18366 Benns Church Blvd. 
(757)255-4227
Pastor: Larry Soblotne
Sun. School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
www.whiteheadsgrove.org

Carrollton Holiness 
Church
16144 Carrollton Blvd., 
Carrollton - (757)238-8866
Sun. School: 10:10 a.m.
Worship Service/Children’s 
Church: 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Thursday Worship Service: 
6:30 p.m.

Mill Swamp Baptist 
Church
6329 Mill Swamp Road, Ivor
Phone: (757)357-2575
Pastor Billy Gardner
Sunday school; 9:30am-
10:30am 
Worship Service; 10:45am 
Sundays in the Sanctuary
In your car in our parking 
lot on the FM 88.7 radio

Central Hill Baptist 
Church
10270 Central Hill Road, 
Windsor - (757)357-2225
Rev. Wade Carrier, Pastor
Sun. School: 10 a.m.
Sun. Worship: 11 a.m.
Wed. Adult Bible Study, 7 
p.m.

Trinity United Methodist 
Church
201 Cedar St., Smithfield
(757)357-3659
Pastor Dan Elmore
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 
a.m.
Wed. Bible Study
Wed. night Children’s 
Programs

Central Church of Christ
204 S. Church St., Smithfield
(757)357-6182
Sun. Bible Study 10 a.m.
Sun. Worship 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wed., Bible Study 7 p.m.
www.
churchofchristatsmithfield.
org
Goodnews Radio AM 790, 
9-9:30 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
111. S. Church Street
Corner of Church and Main, 
Smithfield
Rector:  The Rev. Martin 
Bagay
Sunday Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Adult class – 9:30 a.m.
5th Sunday Services – 10:30 
a.m. at Historic St. Luke’s 
Church
www.
christchurchsmithfield.org

Woodland United 
Methodist Church
20051 Orbit Road, Windsor
Rev. Daniel Na
woodlandumc@gmail.com
www.woodlandumcwindsor.
org
FB: Woodland United 
Methodist Church
Traditional Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.
Sun. School 10:45 a.m.

Benn’s United Methodist 
Church
14571 Benn’s Church Blvd.
Smithfield, VA
bennsumc@yahoo.com
(757)357-3373
In person and Online service 
9 am
11 a.m. Service In-Person
view on our Facebook page 
or at bennsumc.org 

Calvary Baptist Church
15155 Turner Drive, 
Smithfield
Pastor Greg Gray
Phone: (757)357-5718
“A Church Home for Your 
Family”
Sun.: 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 6:30 
p.m.
Virtual Sun. School 9:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study, Prayer 
Mtg. & Children’s Ministry 
7 p.m.

Oakland Christian United 
Church of Christ
5641 Godwin Blvd., 
Smithfield
(757)255-4353
www.oaklanducc.org
Pastor: Mary Ann Biggs
Adult & Teen Sun. School 
9 a.m.
Sun. Worship 10 a.m.
Sun. Children’s church 10 
a.m.

Riverview United 
Methodist
10696 Smith’s Neck Road
P. O. Box 288
Rescue, VA 23424-0288
757-810-9397
Email:  bdramatic@aol.com
Sun. Worship 9:00 a.m. 2nd 
and 4th Sundays
Pastor Becky Gwaltney

Soteria Life Center
936 S Church St., Smithfield
(757) 356-9727 
www.soterialc.org  
Service Times: Sunday - 
10a.m. 
Wednesday - 7 p.m.
Pastors Perry & Dr. Belinda 
G. Moss
Contemporary services in-
person and online. 
On Facebook and Youtube:  
https://www.youtube.com/
user/S

Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church
300 Smithfield Blvd., 
Smithfield - (757)365-0579
Pastor: Fr. Tony Yllana 
Sat. Vigil Mass 5 p.m.
Sun. Mass 9 a.m.
Weekday Mass: Tues.-Friday 
at noon
Evening Mass: First 
Wednesday/month at 6:30 
p.m.
Email: admin@cgsparish.
org
www.cgsparish.org

Hope Presbyterian 
Church
A Reformed PCA Church
13490 Benns Church Blvd., 
Smithfield
www.hopepca.com
Pastor George Boomer, 
(757)542-3733
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

To change or list 
your services or information, 
call 357-3288 or email 
lindsay.richardson@
smithfieldtimes.com.

These local churches welcome you and 
your family to weekly services.

Have
Faith� �

Robert Jourdan 
Newman Jr.

Robert Jourdan Newman 
Jr., 61, of Carrollton, passed 
away on Thursday, Jan. 13, 
2022. 

He was the son of the late 
Robert Jourdan Newman 
Sr. and Clarice Vivian Her-
ron. He is survived by his 
wife of 35 years, Rosemary 
Birchett Newman; son, 
Robert Jourdan Newman 
III; sisters, Karen Annette 

Hord, Christy Anne King 
(Adam) and Janice Elaine 
McKelvey. 

A funeral service will be 
held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
1, 2022, at Albert G. Hor-
ton Jr. Memorial Veterans 
Cemetery. Online condo-
lences may be registered at 
www.littlesfuneralhome.
com.

Nancy E. Phelps
Nancy E. Phelps, widow 

of Charles B. Phelps, died 
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2022. 
Nancy was a graduate of 
Johnston-Willis Hospital in 
Richmond. She is survived 
by her three daughters, 
Debbie Livesay, of Surry, 
Teresa Perry, of Suffolk, 
and Yvonne Hacker, of 
Suffolk; four grandsons; 
four great-grandsons; and 
one great-granddaughter. 
She is predeceased by a 
great-granddaughter and 
her brothers, Pete and Dick.

There will be no service 
by her request; she has do-
nated her body to medical 
research.

If you must bury some-
thing, let it be my faults, my 
weakness and any prejudice 
against my fellowman. Give 
my sins to the devil and my 
soul to God. If by chance you 

wish to remember me, do it 
with a visit or kind word to 
the family or someone in 
need. If you do this, I will 
live forever.

I would rather have a 
little rose from the garden 
of a friend than the choic-
est flowers when my story 
on earth shall end. I would 
rather have the kindest 
words and a smile I can see 
than flattery when my heart 
is still and life ceased to be. I 
would rather have a loving 
smile from the friends I 
know are true, than tears 
shed around me, when the 
world bids me adieu.

Memorials can be made 
in loving memory of Nan-
cy to the Horton Wreath 
Society.

Condolences can be reg-
istered at parrfuneralhome.
com.

Staff Report

Del.  Emily Brewer, 
R-Isle of Wight, has revived 
a bill that would allow golf 
carts on 35 mph roads in 
Smithfield.

The bill authorizes the 
town, by ordinance, to al-
low golf carts or utility 
vehicles on designated pub-
lic highways where the 
speed limit is 35 miles per 
hour or less — and to cross 
any highway marked as a 
golf cart crossing by the 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation.

State law currently 
allows golf carts only on 
roads where the speed limit 

is 25 mph or less, and they 
aren’t allowed to cross a 
road where the speed limit 
is 35 mph or higher.

Brewer had proposed 
the legislation last year at 
the town’s request as House 
Bill 1752. But it stalled in 
the House of Delegates’ 
Transportation Motor Ve-
hicle Subcommittee.

The revived legislation, 
designated House Bill 1072 
for the 2022 session, was 
referred to the House Com-
mittee on Transportation 
Jan. 12, and to the House 
Subcommittee on High-
way Safety and Policy on 
Jan. 20.

Brewer 
revives golf 

cart bill

Rick Rowlands, executive director of Isle of 
Wight Christian Outreach Program, was the 
guest speaker at a recent Smithfield Kiwanis 
Club meeting. He provided an update on COP 
programs; including the food bank, home repair 
projects, dental support, book programs and more. 
COP supports upwards of 6,000 visits per year in 
their effort to support those IOW County families 
needing assistance. The Smithfield Kiwanis meet 
at 12:30 p.m. each Thursday at Smithfield Station. 
(Submitted Photo)

Kiwanis guest 
speaker

the address of Smithfield 
Foods’ corporate headquar-
ters — to Joseph W. Luter 
IV at the Farm Road ad-
dress.

The principal office of 
LSMP is actually 932 Laskin 
Road, Suite 200, in Virginia 
Beach, according to the 
SCC. The address belongs 
to the office of Sean Rob-
erson, a real estate agent 
with Broadsight Realty & 
Property Management.

Luter IV, the son of the 
former Smithfield Foods 
chairman, has been work-
ing with his father on the 
design of the proposed 
mixed-use Pierceville de-
velopment, which they’re 
proposing to name “The 
Grange at 10Main” for its 
location at the intersection 
of Main Street and Route 10.

But the $1 million do-
nation by LSMP LLC to 
Youngkin was “not a con-
tribution I made,” Luter IV 
told The Smithfield Times 
by phone Jan. 19.

The younger Luter said 
he supports Youngkin, and 
acknowledged having con-
tributed $35,000 personally 
toward the governor’s cam-
paign last year. According 
to campaign finance re-

cords, Luter made separate 
contributions of $25,000 in 
July and $10,000 in October. 
He also said he knows the 
identity of the million-dol-
lar donor but was “not at 
liberty” to disclose that per-
son’s name, nor comment 
on the donation.

According to an analy-
sis by the Virginia Public 
Access Project, the $1 mil-
lion from LSMP was the 
fourth largest contribution 
to Youngkin overall. The 
three donors who contrib-
uted more than LSMP were 
the Republican Party of 
Virginia, at $3.3 million, 
the Republican Governors 
Association at $10.7 million 
and Youngkin himself at 
$20 million.

LSMP made no other po-
litical donations aside from 
the $1 million to Youngkin.

Luter III gave an addi-
tional $25,000 personally 
to Youngkin’s campaign in 
July. Luter III was unable 
to be reached via phone by 
press deadline.

The Smithfield Times 
also contacted Riddick on 
Jan. 24, asking whether he 
has continued to represent 
Luter III or IV and wheth-
er he knew who made the 

million-dollar donation via 
LSMP. 

“I cannot answer those 
questions,” Riddick replied 
via email.

He did, however, con-
firm his continued status 
as the registered agent for 
ROSF and LSMP.

Contributions from Isle 
of Wight County residents 
in last year’s gubernato-
rial race overwhelmingly 
favored Republican Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin over his 
Democratic challenger, for-
mer Gov. Terry McAuliffe. 
Isle of Wight donors — 89 in 
total — contributed roughly 
$1.08 million to Youngkin’s 
campaign versus the 16 who 
gave $22,310 to McAuliffe’s.

According to the Virgin-
ia Public Access Project’s 
database of political con-
tributions from the 2021 
election cycle, Isle of Wight 
donors who gave Youngkin 
$1,000 or more were:

• LSMP LLC: $1 million
• Joseph W. Luter IV: 

$35,000
•  Smithfield Foods: 

$10,000
• Hallwood Enterprises 

Inc.: $5,000
• Isle of Wight County 

Republican Party: $1,400
• Jedidiah Coburn: $2,352
• Charles B. Pond III: 

$1,700
• William H. Riddick III: 

$1,500
•  Roderick Hallum: 

$1,339
• Terry Ringler: $1,050
• A. Dwight Doggett Jr.: 

$1,000
• Brian Pack: $1,000
• David R. Stafford: $1,000
• R2 Facilitation: $1,000

Isle of Wight donors who 
gave McAuliffe $1,000 or 
more were:

•  Smithfield Foods: 
$15,000

• Surai Inc.: $2,500
• Michael S. Haigh: $1,500

There were no contribu-
tions of $1,000 or more from 
Surry County residents or 
companies.

Here’s a link to VPAP’s 
complete list of Isle of 
Wight donors to Youngkin: 
https://tinyurl.com/mtrk-
ku58

Here’s a link to VPAP’s 
complete list of Isle of 
Wight donors to McAu-
l i f fe :  ht t ps : //t i nyurl .
com/2ua667h4

• Continued from p. 1

Developer

The Smithfield Times publishes obituaries 
in its print edition every Wednesday 

To submit an obituary, email it 
to news@smithfieldtimes.com.
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SECOND FRONT
Kelby Saunders Jr. and Jay-
la Gray, both Smithfi eld High 
School graduates, are seeing 
success in college basketball.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“This will absolutely be in my backyard. At what 
point are we going to stop? These solar farms are 
spreading all over this county like crazy.”
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— Steve Johnson of Bacon’s Castle Trail
In response to a proposed solar farm near his Surry County home
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s School 
Board voted 4-0 with one ab-
stention on Jan. 13 to approve a 
personnel report naming Susan 
Goetz as the school system’s new 

deputy superintendent.
The promotion, which takes 

effect July 1, will make Goetz 
second in line to Superintendent 
Dr. Jim Thornton under a revised 
chain of leadership the School 
Board approved in December.

Goetz, who currently serves as 

Isle of Wight County Schools’ ex-
ecutive director of leadership, has 
nine principals reporting directly 
to her. In December, the School 
Board approved Thornton’s plan 
to streamline the school system’s 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Renovating the men’s and 
women’s bathrooms located in 
Smithfield High School’s lobby 
into one combined gender-neutral 
facility would cost just under 

$410,000, according to an estimate 
by RRMM Architects.

Superintendent Dr. Jim Thorn-
ton brought the matter up at a 
special Jan. 26 meeting, stating 
he’d been asked several months 
ago to look into the idea.

But Isle of Wight County’s 

School Board has yet to authorize 
any such renovations.

The estimate, Thornton said, 
is “just to give the board an un-
derstanding” of the cost, “if that’s 
something you want to pursue.”

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Former Smithfield Foods 
Chairman Joseph W. Luter III 
and his son have proposed cut-
ting an underground parking 
lot from their plans to build a 
permanent home for the Smith-
field Farmers Market.

Luter offered in December to 
donate land and contribute $1 
million toward the construction 
of the proposed 13,300-square-
foot indoor/outdoor building 
— provided Smithfield and Isle 
of Wight County jointly raise 
another $6 million toward the 
project.

Replacing the 150 planned 
underground parking spaces 
with just over 100 above-ground 
ones would cut roughly $4 mil-
lion from the project’s cost, 
according to the former chair-
man’s son, Joseph W. Luter IV 
— thereby reducing the request 
of each locality to $1.35 million 
under a 50-50 split, or $2.7 mil-
lion in total.

Luter IV presented the re-
vised plans at a special Jan. 27 
meeting of Smithfield’s Town 
Council, which County Ad-
ministrator Randy Keaton and 
two members of Isle of Wight’s 

Cost reduced for
new farmers market

IW School Board talks unisex 
bathrooms at Smithfield High

Goetz named deputy superintendent

• See PARKING, p. 6

• See BATHROOMS, p. 4

• See GOETZ, p. 6

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The town of Windsor, on Jan. 
28, filed a response to former 
Virginia Attorney General Mark 
Herring’s lawsuit alleging the 
town has engaged in a pattern of 
discriminatory and unconstitu-
tional policing.

Herring filed the lawsuit in 
December, stating in a press 
release that his office’s months-
long investigation had “revealed 
disturbing evidence” that Wind-
sor’s Police Department “has 
operated in a way that led to 
discrimination against African 
Americans and violated their 
constitutional rights.”

The investigation began after 
body camera footage went viral 
online showing WPD officers 
Daniel Crocker and Joe Guti-
errez holding 2nd Lt. Caron 
Nazario — an Army officer of 
Black and Latino descent — at 
gunpoint and pepper-spraying 
him during a Dec. 5, 2020, traffic 
stop. Gutierrez was fired, but 

Crocker was not.
Nazario had been pulled over 

on Route 460 for allegedly lack-
ing a license plate, though a 
temporary tag was displayed in 
the rear window. The officers 
claimed they didn’t see it and 
accused Nazario of eluding po-
lice for having driven roughly a 
mile before pulling over at a BP 

gas station.
Herring’s lawsuit was the 

first of its kind under a new 
state law empowering Virginia’s 
attorney general to file suits to 
stop systemic civil rights viola-
tions. As of Jan. 20, the lawsuit 
was still “pending,” according 

Windsor files response to lawsuit

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Administrator Michael 
Regan traveled to Virginia on 
Jan. 28 to highlight a 2021 bipar-
tisan infrastructure law.

His tour included a stop at the 
construction site for Isle of Wight 
County’s replacement Hardy 
Elementary School, where new 
water and sewer mains are being 
installed.

President Joe Biden signed 
the $550 billion federal funding 

package, officially known as the 
Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act, into law last November, 
after it passed the House of Repre-
sentatives 221-201 and the Senate 
69-30. Two House Republicans 
and 18 Republican senators joined 
with Democrats in supporting the 

measure.
The law allocates $55 billion 

for water infrastructure, another 
$110 billion for rebuilding the na-
tion’s roads and bridges, and addi-
tional billions in funding for pub-

EPA administrator visits Hardy site

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s School 
Board will wait for a ruling from 
Virginia’s Supreme Court before 
revisiting its mask policy.

The School Board had voted 
4-1 on Jan. 20 to continue its 
mask mandate, in defiance of 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s executive 
order leaving the choice to par-
ents. Youngkin’s order rescinded 
Virginia’s universal K-12 mask 
mandate effective Jan. 24 and 
requires that parents be allowed 
to opt their children out of any 
school-imposed mask mandate, 
without needing to provide a 
reason.

That same week as Isle of 
Wight’s vote, 13 Chesapeake par-
ents filed a lawsuit asking the 
state Supreme Court to declare 
Youngkin’s order “void and un-
enforceable.”

The lawsuit argues Youngkin 
“does not have the option of being 
unfaithful to laws with which he 
disagrees,” citing a 2021 state law 
that requires schools to provide 
in-person instruction to students 
in a manner that adheres to fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidance — which 
still recommends universal mask-
ing by all students ages 2 and 

IW School 
Board won’t 

revote on 
masks

• See WINDSOR, p. 3

• See EPA, p. 7 • See MASKS, p. 6

Congressional representatives and U.S. EPA Administrator Michael Regan toured the construction site of the new Hardy Elementary 
School on Jan. 28 in an effort to highlight a 2021 bipartisan infrastructure law. Pictured from left: KR&K Project Manager Ryan 
Delo, HRSD Chief Financial Officer Jay Bernas, U.S. Rep. Elaine Luria (D-Va.), EPA Administrator Michael Regan, U.S. Rep. Bobby 
Scott (D-Va.) Assistant County Administrator Don Robertson, Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors Chairman Rudolph Jefferson, 
HRSD Project Manager Ann Copeland and MEB General Superintendent Howard George.
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Board of Supervisors — 
Chairman Rudolph Jeffer-
son and District 5 Supervisor 
Dick Grice — attended on 
behalf of the county.

The meeting took place 
two days after a board meet-
ing where the supervisors 
had balked at the prospect 
of a $3 million 50-50 split and 
voted to table the Luters’ 
request.

The facility would be lo-
cated at the western entrance 
to the town’s historic district 
on land formerly occupied 
by the now-razed Little’s 
Supermarket and 1730s-era 
Pierceville farmhouse. The 
elder Luter purchased both 
properties in 2020, propos-
ing to transform the 50-plus 
acres into a mixed-use devel-
opment.

The development, which 
the elder Luter proposes 
to name “The Grange at 
10Main” for its location at 
the intersection of Main 
Street and Route 10, would 
include restaurant space in 
the farmers market building, 
a hotel, 225 apartments, 45 
single-family homes and du-
plexes, and 33,350 square feet 
of commercial space.

Per the December plans, 
the farmers market building 
would have fronted along 
Main Street. Now, with the 
underground parking elim-
inated, the building would 
be set back from the road to 
allow for an above-ground 
parking lot with access via 
Grace Street and via a new 

road that would connect to 
Main Street.

The farmers market, a 
currently seasonal effort 
by Smithfield’s and Isle of 
Wight’s shared tourism de-
partment, typically brings 45 
to 50 vendors to the Bank of 
Southside Virginia parking 
lot, where it’s held weekly 
on Saturdays in the spring, 
summer and fall months. 
The proposed structure 
would not only accommo-
date these vendors but also 
allow the event to eventu-
ally become a year-round, 
full-time market, according 
to Tourism Director Judy 
Winslow.

“We would expand that 
gradually,” Winslow said.

Officials then inquired 
about the possibility of his-
toric graves being located on 
the former Pierceville land.

“We have an idea where 
they could be,” Luter IV 
replied.

“This is likely my father’s 
final project to the town … 
The projects he’s done for 
this town, I think, speak for 
themselves,” he added.

During Luter III’s ten-
ure as Smithfield Foods’ 
chairman, the Fortune 500 
company spent millions of 
dollars on improvements to 
the town’s historic district 
— including the expansion of 
Smithfield’s YMCA, which 
bears his name, the con-
struction of The Smithfield 
Center and Smithfield Little 
Theatre. In 2009, Luter per-

sonally contributed over $5 
million toward the town’s 
purchase and development 
of Smithfield founder Ar-
thur Smith’s 18th century 
Windsor Castle homestead 
into what is now known as 
Windsor Castle Park. He 
also contributed funding to 
the Luter Sports Complex 
on West Main Street, which 
opened in 2018.

The conversation then 
turned to potential conflicts 
of interest among town of-
ficials. Town Councilman 
Randy Pack, who also serves 
on Smithfield’s Planning 
Commission, had disclosed 
his business interest in the 
proposed restaurant and 
hotel at the commission’s 
Jan. 11 meeting.

Town Attorney William 
Riddick III, in 2020, had also 
represented the elder Luter 
in his efforts to acquire and 
raze the former Little’s Su-
permarket and Pierceville 
properties.

At the Jan. 27 meeting, 
Pack reiterated the pledge 
he’d made earlier that month 
to recuse himself from any 
Planning Commission or 
Town Council vote on the 
Luters’ development. Rid-
dick then spoke against any 
implication that he was “act-
ing inappropriately,” which 
he called “unfounded.”

“I have no relationship 
with (the Luters) at all — 
none,” Riddick said.

• Continued from p. 1

Parking

• Continued from p. 1

Goetz
central office by eliminat-
ing all executive director 
positions by the start of 
the next school year, and 
splitting Goetz’s role into 
two separate positions — a 
director of elementary ed-
ucation, who would super-
vise elementary principals, 
and a director of secondary, 
career and technical educa-
tion, who would supervise 
middle and high school 
principals. Both director 
positions will report to 
Goetz in her new role as 
deputy superintendent.

District 1 board member 
John Collick initially pro-
posed tabling the vote on 
Goetz’s promotion, citing 
a series of allegations for-
mer board member Herb 
De Groft had made against 
her during the meeting’s 
public comment period. A 
one-month delay, Collick 
said, would give De Groft 
“the opportunity to bring 
forth any evidence” to sub-
stantiate his claims.

The Smithfield Times is 
electing not to report the 
specifics of the allegations, 
since they could not be 
immediately corroborated. 

District 2 board member 
Michael Vines and board 

chairwoman Denise Tynes, 
however, disagreed a delay 
was warranted.

“Mrs. Goetz has been 
here for years … If there is 
any negativity out there, 
it would have come before 
our (Human Resources) 
department prior to today,” 
Tynes said.

Vines then described 
Collick’s request as “vali-
dating” De Groft’s claims 
without evidence having 

been presented.
“When someone walks 

up, we don’t have to val-
idate any of that,” Vines 
said.

Collick ultimately voted 
with the majority in favor 
of Goetz’s promotion. The 
abstaining vote on the per-
sonnel report came from 
District 4 board member 
Renee Dial.

Goetz

• Continued from p. 1

Masks
older, teachers and visitors 
regardless of vaccination 
status.

Attorney General Ja-
son Miyares has petitioned 
to dismiss the lawsuit, re-
ferring to the Chesapeake 
School Board’s action as 
an “independent decision 
to lift its mask mandate” 
that would make “whatever 
injury” the parents believe 
they have suffered “not fair-
ly traceable” to Youngkin’s 
order.

“Nothing significant has 
happened that requires a 
new meeting or vote on 
the masks,” Isle of Wight 
School Board Chairwoman 
Denise Tynes told attendees 
at a special Jan. 26 board 
meeting — which a number 
of parents attended, some 
carrying handmade signs 
reading “my children, my 
choice” and “revote now!”

The stated purpose of the 
special meeting was for the 
board to discuss its plans for 
replacing Westside Elemen-
tary School — not masks. 
District 1 board member 
John Collick had motioned 
to allow public comments 
at the start of the meeting, 
but the motion received no 
second.

The lack of a second 

from the board drew heck-
ling from the audience. 
Tynes then warned that 
anyone who made another 
outburst would be asked 
to leave. After warning 
parent Laura Fletcher, who 
continued to heckle the 
board, that she was “out of 
order,” Tynes made good on 
her ultimatum, asking Isle 
of Wight County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies to escort 
Fletcher from the building.

Fletcher kept shouting 
as deputies led her from the 
room. According to Sher-
iff’s Office spokesman Capt. 
Tommy Potter, no charges 
have been filed against her.

“I am not proud of how 
that happened,” Fletcher 
told The Smithfield Times 
on Jan. 31. “I did not intend 
for that to happen … I was 
angry, or maybe frustrated 
is a better word.”

Fletcher said she’d 
planned to ask whether the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
had created any financial 
incentives for schools to 
continue their mask man-
dates. The U.S. Department 
of Education released an 
interim rule last year man-
dating that school systems 
that receive ARPA funds 
develop “a plan for the 

safe return to in-person 
instruction” that includes 
“the extent to which it has 
adopted policies” on each 
of the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion’s guidelines, including 
the “universal and correct 
wearing of masks.”

When the deputy es-
corted her out, “he told 
me that I needed to leave 
the property and if I tried 
to come back, I would be 
arrested for trespassing,” 
Fletcher said.

She then asked the dep-
uty if she could retrieve 
her purse from Westside’s 
auditorium and said he 
initially told her “no” but 
eventually went in himself 
and retrieved it for her.

The incident, Fletcher 
said, has made her “more 
determined” to attend and 
speak at future School 
Board meetings.

At the conclusion of the 
meeting, District 2 board 
member Michael Vines mo-
tioned to amend the agenda 
to permit public comments; 
the motion passed unani-
mously.

“Your vote goes directly 
against not only the execu-
tive order, but the updated 
guidance for the Virginia 

Department of Education, 
as well as the Virginia De-
partment of Health,” said 
Tricia Williams, an IWCS 
teacher with two children 
in the school system.

Youngkin’s order directs 
his pick for Virginia’s new 
superintendent of public 
instruction, Jillian Bar-
low, to “rescind the Interim 
Guidance for COVID-19 Pre-
vention in Virginia PreK-12 
Schools” and “issue new 
guidance for COVID-19 Pre-
vention consistent with 
this Order.” On Jan. 21, 
the VDH and VDOE jointly 
released new guidelines 
advising schools to “layer” 
strategies, including “test-
ing programs, adequate or 
increased ventilation, en-
suring appropriate hand hy-
giene opportunities, staying 
home when sick, supporting 
parents who choose to send 
their child to school with a 
mask, and regular cleaning 
and disinfecting.”

“We wouldn’t do any-
thing that’s bad for our kids 
… we’re asking you to give 
our choice back to us,” said 
Tatiana Turner, who iden-
tified herself as the mother 
of two children at Hardy 
Elementary School.

“My son died six years 

ago, not COVID-related,” 
said David Adams. “I truly 
have empathy for anyone 
that loses a child, but what 
about those children who 
have mental health issues 
as a result of what’s happen-
ing during this pandemic? 
Please stop. This is no lon-
ger about a virus … this 
is politics and we’re using 
our children as weapons in 
that war.”

The Rev. Willie Wil-
liams, however, thanked 
the board for keeping the 
mandate in place.

“I’ve got four grandchil-
dren in the Isle of Wight 
County school system, and 
I don’t want my children 
infected because some par-
ent says, ‘I’m exercising 
my rights,’” Williams said. 
“What about my child’s 
rights? … I don’t even want 
to hear it anymore.”

“We will revisit or re-
convene once the Virginia 
Supreme Court comes with 
new actions,” Tynes said.

Virginia issued its uni-
versal K-12 mask mandate 
in August amid a surge in 
COVID-19 cases fueled by 
the highly contagious delta 
variant. Youngkin’s order 
rescinding the statewide 
mandate describes the new-

er omicron variant as “less 
severe,” a statement with 
which the CDC’s morbid-
ity and mortality weekly 
report now agrees.

The CDC reports omi-
cron has become the dom-
inant strain of COVID-19 
nationwide, with the vari-
ant accounting for 99.5% of 
sequenced viral specimens 
as of Jan. 15. Of the 866,675 
Americans who have died 
of COVID-19 from the be-
ginning of the pandemic 
through Jan. 22, 883, or 
0.1%, were ages 0-18, ac-
cording to CDC data.

The number of children 
hospitalized with COVID-19 
nationwide is still well 
above the peak of last year’s 
delta wave — though the 
number has fallen from 
the record-breaking pedi-
atric hospitalizations seen 
the first week of January. 
According to the Ameri-
can Association of Medi-
cal Colleges, roughly 10% 
of children who contract 
COVID-19 may also develop 
“long COVID-19,” a term 
referring to symptoms 
ranging from heart palpi-
tations to “brain fog” that 
can persist for months after 
the original infection.

A rendering or the farmers market at The Grange on Main.
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 
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• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A new state law that effec-
tively abolishes school mask 
mandates statewide has prompt-
ed Isle of Wight County Schools 
to end its local mandate a week 

earlier than planned.
Isle of Wight’s School Board 

voted 4-1 on Feb. 10 to make 
masks optional for students 
starting March 1. District 4 
board member Renee Dial, a phy-
sician assistant, was the sole dis-
senting vote. The school system 

has since announced masks will 
become optional starting Feb. 22.

The law, which Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin signed on Feb. 16, 
originated as Senate Bill 739. 
It allows parents to opt their 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

More than 20 Smithfield 
residents gathered at the 1750 
Courthouse on Main Street 

Feb. 12 to air their concerns 
about plans to develop land at 
the edge of the town’s historic 
district.

The group’s purpose – in 
the words of its de facto orga-

nizer, Elizabeth Hopkins – is 
to coordinate and speak “with 
one voice” when opposing the 
project proposed by former 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Planning Com-
mission has scheduled a Feb. 
23 work session to further dis-
cuss whether to allow mixed-

use zoning in town.
The proposed changes to 

the town’s zoning ordinance 
would replace the currently 
unused “planned corporate of-
fice and research district” zon-
ing designation with planned 

mixed-use development, or 
PMUD.

The new PMUD zoning 
would allow single-family and 
multi-family homes, bed-and-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County Public Schools will make masks 
optional for students, effective March 1, in accor-
dance with a new state law that effectively abol-
ishes school mask mandates statewide.

Superintendent Dr. Serbrenia Sims announced 
the policy change Feb. 17 on the school system’s 
Facebook page.

The law, which Gov. Glenn Youngkin signed 
on Feb. 16, originated as Senate Bill 739. It allows 
parents to opt their children out of any mask man-
date imposed by a public school, without needing 
to provide a reason, and prohibits schools from 
taking disciplinary action against students who 

‘Grange at 10Main’ 
opponents organize

Mixed-use zoning work 
session set for Feb. 23

Surry to comply
with state law

effective March 1

IWCS ends mandate early
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County has sched-
uled a March 3 public hearing on 
a series of proposed changes to 
its voting districts and precincts, 
which would include renumber-
ing them.

The Board of Supervisors had 
voted in December to adopt new 
voting district boundaries based 
on 2020 census data, and replace 
the old districts’ names with 
numbers. The former Carrsville 
District became “D1,” Windsor be-
came “D2,” Hardy “D3,” Newport 
“D4” and Smithfield “D5.”

But, according to Caleb Kitch-
en, vice chairman of the county’s 
electoral board, the five districts 
were already numbered one 
through five in the state’s com-
puter system, and not in the order 
the county had picked.

“Every precinct in the county 
has a designated name and a num-
ber,” Kitchen said.

The Smithfield Center, which 
serves as the polling location for 
the Smithfield Precinct, is listed 
as “101,” while Smithfield Assem-
bly of God, which serves as the 
polling site for the Cypress Creek 
Precinct, is “102.”

The “1” in the state system’s 
“101” and “102” designations, 
Kitchen explained, refers to 
Smithfield as District 1, since both 
precincts are located in that dis-
trict. Under the proposed changes, 
Isle of Wight’s maps would be ad-
justed to match the state’s system, 
making Smithfield “D1,” Newport 
“D2,” Hardy “D3,” Windsor “D4” 
and Carrsville “D5.”

The proposed changes also 
entail moving a few hundred 

Isle of Wight to renumber 
voting districts?

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s Board 
of Supervisors will hold a March 
3 public hearing on a proposed 
20-cent reduction in the personal 
property tax rate.

According to Gerald Gwalt-
ney, the county’s commissioner 
of the revenue, residents with 
2013-2017 model cars can expect 
to see a 42% median increase 
on their tax bills, which are due 
to be mailed in April, if the rate 
remains unchanged. This is due 

to the rising value of used cars.
The 42% is the median, not 

the average, he explained, mean-
ing half of all residents with 
2013-2017 vehicles could expect 
to see their bills rise at least 42% 
if not more.

“It’s basically an economic 

situation with supply and de-
mand,” Gwaltney said.

New vehicle inventory is 
down due to COVID-19 cases 
among the automotive manufac-
turing workforce, he explained. 
The decline in travel over the 
past two years of the pandemic 

has also resulted in fewer used 
vehicles re-entering the market, 
since there’s less need to replace 
them.

That, coupled with a shortage 
of computer chips needed to run 

IW proposes car tax reduction
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Smithfield Foods Chairman 
Joseph W. Luter III.

Luter has not submitted 
an official application to 
the town for rezoning or 
permits but has shared pre-
liminary plans with mem-
bers of Smithfield’s Town 
Council and Isle of Wight 
County’s Board of Super-
visors. The development, 
which would be named 
“The Grange at 10Main” for 
its location at Main Street 
and Route 10, is proposed to 
include a 13,300-square-foot 
permanent farmers market, 
225 apartments, a hotel, 45 
single-family and duplex 
homes, 33,350 square feet of 
commercial space and over 
1,000 parking spaces. 

Luter acquired the 50-
plus acres in 2020 and razed 
the former Little’s Super-
market and the 1730s-era 
Pierceville farmhouse.

Luter has offered to con-
tribute land and $1 million 
toward the construction 
of the proposed farmers 
market building if the town 
and county jointly raise an 
additional $2.7 million.

Hopkins, a resident of 
Grace Street, worries that 
taking the farmers market 
away from its present, sea-
sonal location in the Bank 
of Southside Virginia’s 
parking lot will hurt down-
town businesses that cur-
rently benefit from the foot 
traffic the market brings.

“I believe moving the 
farmers market, the busi-
nesses around here will 
die,” she said.

One week prior to the 
meeting, members of the 
group distributed flyers 

at the doorsteps of down-
town homes announcing 
the meeting’s date, time and 
location – and providing a 
list of “talking points.”

For Nick Blevins, an-
other Grace Street resi-
dent, the choice of the 1750 
Courthouse as the group’s 
meeting place is symbolic.

In the 1930s,  he ex-
plained, the U.S. Postal 
Service planned to pur-
chase the old courthouse 
and demolish it to build a 
new post office. According 
to Segar Cofer Dashiell’s 
book “Smithfield: A Pic-
torial History,” a group of 
residents led by Emily Delk 
Simpson intervened and 
organized a local chapter 
of the Association for the 
Preservation of Virginia 
Antiquities – now known 
as Preservation Virginia – 
to save and restore the old 
courthouse and its detached 
brick clerk’s office. The 
post office now stands at 
the corner of Main and In-
stitute streets, while the old 
courthouse is now owned 
by Historic Smithfield Pres-
ervation LLC.

The courthouse location 
is meant as “inspiration as 
we go forward with this,” 
Blevins said. “This isn’t 
about obstructing progress. 
This is about working with 
us if the developer wants to 
do something.”

But others weren’t quite 
so optimistic about the 
group’s chances to resolve 
their concerns amicably.

“We have to at least con-
sider hiring an attorney 
to prepare motions for in-
junction,” said Bill Harris, 

another Grace Street resi-
dent, who, like Hopkins and 
Blevins, has spoken on the 
Pierceville project at recent 
Town Council and Planning 
Commission meetings.

The group is planning 
to again meet at the court-
house on March 5 at 4 p.m.

• Continued from p. 1
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IWCS

breakfast lodging and guest 
houses, retail stores and 
other uses to co-exist on a 
single parcel measuring at 
least 5 acres, and set a max-
imum height of 60 feet to 
permit four- and five-story 
buildings.

The commissioners ta-
bled the issue in January 
– then revisited it but tabled 
it again on Feb. 8 – after 
residents who spoke in 
opposition at the meetings 

argued the revised ordi-
nance would make it easier 
for former Smithfield Foods 
Chairman Joseph W. Luter 
III and his son, Joseph W. 
Luter IV, to secure approval 
for the “Grange at 10Main” 
development he hopes to 
build at the western bor-
der of the town’s historic 
district.

The proposed develop-
ment, named for its location 
at Main Street and Route 10, 

calls for a 13,300-square-foot 
permanent farmers market 
building, a hotel, 225 apart-
ments, 45 single-family and 
duplex homes, 33,350 square 
feet of commercial space 
and more than 1,000 park-
ing spaces.

The work session will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. in The 
Smithfield Center at 220 N. 
Church St.

choose not to wear masks.
Three state Senate Dem-

ocrats joined with Republi-
cans in supporting the bill, 
which then passed the Re-
publican-controlled House 
of Delegates in a 52-48 vote 
on Feb. 14. At Youngkin’s 
request, an emergency 
clause was added allowing 
the law to take effect im-
mediately rather than on 
July 1. The provision gives 
school systems until March 
1 to comply.

Eight days prior to Youn-
gkin’s signing the bill into 
law, Surry’s School Board 

had voted to approve a plan 
for making masks optional. 
But that plan required the 
county’s COVID-19 trans-
mission to stay below an 8% 
positivity rate for at least 
a month before students 
would be allowed to take 
their masks off in class.

Surry’s positivity was 
at 15.28% as of Feb. 16, 
according to U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention data. The CDC 
continues to recommend 
universal indoor masking 
for all students age 2 and 
up, staff and visitors to 

K-12 schools regardless of 
vaccination status.

Per federal law, masks 
are still required on any 
form of public transpor-
tation, including school 
buses.

Per the Feb. 8 plan the 
School Board approved, stu-
dents would also have been 
required to stay masked 
— even if positivity drops 
below 8% —  in areas where 
social distancing cannot 
be maintained, such as 
hallways, computer labs, 
indoor student dances, as-
semblies and graduation 

ceremonies. 
According to Sims, all 

staff members will still be 
required to stay masked 
per Virginia Department of 
Labor and Industry guide-
lines. Students are still en-
couraged, but not required, 
to wear masks as well.

“We will continue to 
strongly encourage mask 
wearing as a key strategy 
in our efforts to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 in our 
schools and community,” 
Sims said.

children out of any school 
mask mandate, without 
needing to provide a rea-
son, and prohibits schools 
from taking disciplinary 
action against students 
who choose not to wear 
masks.

The March 1 date, ac-
cording to School Board 
Chairwoman Denise Tynes, 
had been to allow students 
and staff with health issues, 
or who reside with relatives 
who may be at greater risk, 
to “make arrangements” 
for when the masks start 
coming off.

Since the board’s vote, 
“we have resolved many 
of these matters and have 
established guidance for 
families and employees,” 
said IWCS spokeswoman 
Lynn Briggs.

According to Briggs, the 
new mask-optional policy 
will apply to students and 
staff alike, though masks 
will still be required on 
school buses per federal 
law. Students and staff are 

still “strongly encouraged” 
to continue wearing masks 
“as a key strategy in our 
efforts to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19 in our schools 
and community,” Briggs 
said.

Isle of Wight County 
Schools will also cease 
contact tracing those who 
may have been exposed to 
staff and students who test 
positive for COVID-19, in 
accordance with recent Vir-
ginia Department of Health 
guidance, which states the 
highly contagious omicron 
variant is “spreading so 
quickly, it is not possible 
or fruitful to track every 
case.”

Isle of Wight County 
Schools will still require 
students and staff who test 
positive for COVID-19 to 
isolate at home for a mini-
mum of five days from the 
date of their positive test 
or the onset of symptoms, 
whichever occurs first. 

They will be allowed to re-
turn to school on day No. 6 
if they have been fever-free 
for 24 hours without fe-
ver-reducing medication, 
and provided they wear a 
“well-fitting” mask for five 
days.

“If students are not able 
to meet this requirement, 
we ask parents to have their 
child finish their quar-
antine at home,” Briggs 
said.”We will be looking at 
each situation that occurs 
on a case-by-case basis. 
However, no student will be 
disciplined for not wearing 
a mask.”

Students who are cur-
rently at home as a result 
of being identified as a 
close contact of someone 
who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 will be allowed 
to return, but will not be 
required to do so, on Feb. 
22 provided they are symp-
tom-free.

Richard Hancock, of Carrollton, won a progressive bingo game jackpot of $515 
on Feb. 17 at the Smithfield American Legion. Post 49 hosts games every 
Thursday evening and two Sunday afternoons per month at the Legion Hall.

Bingo winner



Master Naturalist
Historic Southside

By John Bunch
Master Naturalist

Yep, that’s right, there’s sap oozing out of my Brad-
ford Pear tree and it’s coming from little holes all laid 
out in lines. This is the result of the drilling from a male 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in his pursuit of food. You can 
frequently hear their tapping, not as loudly as the Red-bel-
lied Woodpeckers that I hear quite often, but much more 
softly in sound. We’ve all seen those shallow holes, only 
going as deeply as that cambium layer where the sap flows. 
Those sapsuckers chisel out a series of them and after the 
sap begins to flow into those pits, I’ve noticed that those 
birds will return frequently throughout the day to drain 
the sap that continually refills those little wells. If the 
weather happens to be warm enough, insects in the area 
may also be attracted to that sweet sap, and they too, might 
find themselves becoming part of the sapsucker’s meal.

It is my understanding that due to the shallow nature 
of those holes that little harm is done to the tree. These 
woodpeckers have their favorite trees and don’t just tap 
into any ol’ tree. From what I’ve observed, they seem to 
prefer pecan, apple and pear trees, and some of the coni-
fers, such as Norway spruce. And these birds also have 
ecological importance. Other animal species may make 
use of that flowing sap for their feeding purposes as well.

During the warmer months of the year these wood-
peckers live and breed in more northerly climes and in 
the winter, migrate down to our area and farther south. It 
is my guess that this migration may be partly due to tree 
sap not flowing very well in the northern areas during 
the winter months.

The Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, along with the other 
species of woodpeckers, are grouped together in one of the 
families of birds called Picidae. This family of birds have 
some special anatomical features going on that are quite 
remarkable. In writing about birds in The Diversity of Life, 
E.O. Wilson points out that an ordinary brain jarred hun-
dreds of times daily by the hammering on trees would be 
reduced to pulp. He goes on to write that the woodpecker’s 
brain case is made of unusually dense spongy bone joined 
with sets of opposing muscles that appear to act as shock 
absorbers. So because of that, they are able to survive this 
type of jack-hammering motion.

Amazing creatures, wouldn’t you say?
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

 Virginia Attorney Gen-
eral Jason Miyares has no 
authority to probe into the 
controversy over a pro-
posed mixed-use develop-
ment at the western edge 
of Smithfield’s historic 
district, a letter from his 
office contends.

Isle of Wight Common-
wealth’s Attorney Geor-
gette Phillips, however, 
hasn’t said whether she’ll 
begin her own investiga-
tion.

Smithfield  resident 
Mark Gay, representing a 
preservation group, wrote 
to Miyares on Feb. 21 re-
questing an “immediate 
investigation” into alleged 
conflicts of interest among 
Smithfield Town Council 
members and Town At-
torney William Riddick 
III concerning the “Grange 
at 10Main” development 
former Smithfield Foods 
Chairman Joseph W. Luter 
III and his son, Joseph W. 
Luter IV, plan to build on 
50-plus acres at Route 10 
and Main Street.

Gay then wrote to Phil-
lips on March 9 asking 
that she “work with the 
citizens of Smithfield to 
remove conflicted Council 
members and/or Town 
Staff.”

The elder Luter ac-
quired the land in 2020 
before razing the former 
Little’s Supermarket and a 
1730s farmhouse known as 
Pierceville. Riddick repre-
sented Luter in both sales.

In his letter to Miyares, 
Gay stated he was writing 
“on behalf of several hun-
dred local residents.” He 
signed it as executive di-
rector of Preserve Smith-
field Inc., a nonprofit or-
ganization formed from 
community opposition in 
2015 to a previous develop-
er’s plans for Pierceville.

The Luters’ proposed 
$100  mil l ion  develop-
ment would consist of 
a 13,300-square-foot per-
manent  farmers  mar-
ket, three- and four-sto-
ry apartment buildings 
with a total of 225 units, 
45 single-family homes and 
duplexes, a hotel, 33,350 
square feet of commercial 
space and more than 1,000 
parking spaces.

Smithfield Town Coun-
cilman Randy Pack dis-
closed in January that 
he planned to become 
involved in running the 
restaurant and possibly 
the hotel, and said he’d 
recuse himself from voting 
on the matter in his capac-
ity as a councilman or as 
the council’s liaison to the 
town’s Planning Commis-
sion. Riddick, however, 
denied having any con-
tinued relationship with 
either Luter.

“I have no relationship 
with them at all — none,” 
Riddick had said during 
a Jan. 27 Town Council 

m e e t -
i n g 
w i t h 
t h e 
Isle of 
W i g h t 
C o u n -
t y 
B o a r d 
of  Su-
p e r v i -
sors.

The special meeting 
had been called to discuss 
Luter III’s offer of land 
and $1 million toward the 
farmers market building if 
the town and county could 
jointly raise another $2.7 
million.

According to State Cor-
poration Commission re-
cords, Riddick filed paper-
work as recently as Dec. 
27 to change the address 
of ROSF LLC, a company 
he’d created in 2006, to Lut-
er IV at 19259 Farm Road.

The Farm Road address 
was listed as the address 
for LSMP LLC, the com-
pany Riddick created for 
Luter III to purchase the 
Little’s and Pierceville 
properties, on a Virginia 
Department of Elections 
report showing LSMP had 
made a $1 million con-
tribution to Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin’s campaign in 
October. Luter IV, speak-
ing to the Times in Janu-
ary, denied making the $1 
million donation and con-
firmed he knew the iden-
tity of the donor but was 
“not at liberty” to disclose 
that person’s name, nor 
comment on the donation.

“We request an adviso-
ry opinion, if not restrain-
ing action,” Gay wrote in 
his letter to Miyares.

Stephanie Hamlett, spe-
cial counsel to Miyares, 
replied to Gay’s letter on 
Feb. 25, denying both re-
quests.

The attorney general 
may issue opinions “only 
when requested to do so 
by certain state and lo-
cal officials,” she writes, 
while local government 
conflicts of interest would 
be “within the purview 
of the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney” for Isle of Wight 
County.

Gay’s letter to Miyares 
had specifically accused 
Town Council members 
and Riddick of violating 
the Hobbs Act of 1946, 
a federal anti-extortion 
statute.

According to the U.S. 
J u s t i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s 
website, the Hobbs Act 
was created to combat 
racketeering — the act of 
creating a problem for the 
purpose of solving it for 
a price — but the statute 
is also frequently used in 
connection with cases in-
volving public corruption. 
To prove a violation of the 
Hobbs Act, the govern-
ment must show a public 
official has obtained a 
payment to which he or 
she was not entitled, know-
ing that the payment was 

made in return for official 
acts.

“A violation of  the 
Hobbs Act of 1946, if any, 
would be a matter for the 
Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation as it is a federal 
crime,” Hamlett writes.

G a y  t h e n  w r o t e  t o 
Phillips that Riddick’s 
“demonstrated behavior 
and declarative state-
ments show he is behaving 
less an advisor to Town 
Council, giving legal coun-
sel where necessary and 
requested, and more like 
someone who works for 
the project developer.”

When Riddick and Tam-
mie Clary, the town’s di-
rector of planning and 
community development, 
had proposed an ordi-
nance change in December 
to replace Smithfield’s un-
used “planned corporate 
office and research” zon-
ing option with “planned 
mixed-use development,” 
or PMUD, the town’s Plan-
ning Commission had ini-
tially voted to table the 
matter indefinitely so that 
it could not be used to 
advance Luter’s develop-
ment plans.

According to Pack, it 
was Riddick and Clary 
who’d pushed for the mat-
ter to come back on the 
Planning Commission’s 
Feb. 8 meeting agenda.

Riddick and Clary had 
initially presented the 
PMUD option as a means 
of creating a denser, more 
walkable South Church 
Street corridor, a goal the 

commissioners are consid-
ering in their ongoing pro-
cess of revising the town’s 
comprehensive plan. At 
the Feb. 8 meeting, Pack 
and Riddick acknowledged 
the Luters would likely 
use it to move their project 
forward.

“Now, we have a prop-
erty owner who wants and 
needs this,” Riddick had 
said, “and so the question 
is, does that make it the 
wrong thing to do?”

Without a PMUD zon-
ing option, Riddick ar-
gued, the Luters would 
likely never be able to 
make a formal application 
for their proposed devel-
opment.

The Planning Com-
mission has yet to take 
any vote on the proposed 
PMUD zoning, and the 
Luters have yet to apply 
for rezoning or permits 
for their “Grange” devel-
opment.

Riddick, after receiving 
copies of Gay’s letters, said 
the town would “welcome 
any investigation that 
might be forthcoming.”

“All discussions about 
this proposed development 
to date have been held in 
open meetings and in ac-
cordance with state law,” 
Riddick said. “I am con-
fident that no member of 
the Town Council or Town 
Staff, including myself, 
has acted inappropriately 
or illegally.”

AG won’t probe alleged 
Smithfield Town Council 

‘conflicts’ on Luter project

Staff report

Bridgewater College this 
week is recognizing aca-
demic achievement during 
“A Celebration of the Arts, 
Scholarship, Performance, 
Innovation and Research 
Excellence” (ASPIRE), and 
two Smithfield students are 
among the participants. 

Local students present-
ing at ASPIRE are:

• Brooke Locascio with 
a poster presentation on 

“Hypocrisy of Hunting: 
How the Implementation of 
the 7th Pillar of the North 
American Model of Wildlife 
Fails to Support Wildlife 
Conservation.” Locascio is 
a senior biology major.

• Harrison Senter with 
a poster presentation on 
“Discovering the Role of 
Repeat Sequences in Regu-
lation of the phaZ Gene in 
Streptomyces sp. SFB5A.” 
Senter also is a senior biol-
ogy major.

Staff report

Soyun Park, a 2022 in-
dustrial design major from 
Smithfield, received the 
Award of Distinction in 
3D at the James Madison 
University School of Art, 
Design, and Art History’s 
annual undergraduate ju-
ried show, presented by 
ArtWorks Gallery.

The show ran March 30 
through April 10.

This year’s guest juror 
was Richmond-based fiber 
artist Marie Fornaro. Stu-
dents in all undergraduate 
SADAH programs were 

eligible to submit work in 
a “variety of materials and 
processes that reflect their 
unique, creative vision.”

Fornaro decided which 
submissions were in the 
show and which received 
awards: Best in Show, Ju-
ror’s Choice, Honorable 
Mention, Award of Dis-
tinction in 2D Media, and 
Award of Distinction in 3D 
and Time-Based Media.

A virtual tour of the ex-
hibition is posted on the 
ArtWorks site at https://
artworksgallery.wixsite.
com/artworksgallery.

ASPIRE 
celebration has 

Smithfield flavor

Smithfield student 
honored at JMU 
juried art show

There’s sap 
oozing from his 
Bradford pear

A male Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in his pursuit of food.

Miyares
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new vice chairman at their 
January organizational 
meeting under Chairwom-
an Judy Lyttle.

“This decision comes 
beyond my control and 
should not in any way re-
flect a diminished desire to 
serve,” Howell read from a 
statement. “In fact, it has 
always been my intention 
to continue to serve. How-
ever, in the best interest 
of all parties, I must share 
with you this difficult and 
unfortunate decision to step 
down from this seat.”

Howell, a lifelong res-
ident of the county, was 
named by the Biden admin-
istration in January as the 
new state executive director 
for the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Virgin-
ia Farm Service Agency. 
When asked by Claremont 
District Supervisor Robert 
Elliott whether his resigna-
tion was connected to his 

new federal appointment, 
Howell said his service on 
the Board of Supervisors 
had been “vetted” by the 
Biden administration, and 
was “mutually exclusive.”

A day after the meet-
ing, county staff posted an 
announcement to Surry’s 
website advising that any 
Carsley District resident 
interested in succeeding 
Howell in an appointed 
capacity until a special 
election can be scheduled to 
send a letter of interest and 
a resume to Surry County 
Board of Supervisors, Attn: 
Carsley District Appoint-
ment Interest, 45 School St., 
Surry, VA 23883 or email 
the requested information 
to bos@surrycountyva.gov.

Letters of interest and re-
sumes must be received by 
5 p.m. April 14. Candidates 
need only be qualified vot-
ers in the Carsley District.

• Continued from p. 1

Chairman

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight supervi-
sors voted April 7 to name 
Chairman Rudolph Jeffer-
son and Dick Grice as its 
representatives on a task 
force that will evaluate 
the costs versus benefits of 
funding former Smithfield 
Foods Chairman Joseph W. 
Luter III’s proposed perma-
nent farmers market.

Chris Morello, the coun-
ty’s director of economic 
development, has also been 
tapped to represent his de-
partment and the county’s 

Economic Development 
Authority. Smithfield’s 
Town Council, which will 
also have two seats at the 
table, has yet to name its 
representatives.

County Attorney Bobby 
Jones and Town Attorney 
William Riddick III will 
serve as non-voting mem-
bers of the task force.

Luter has offered to 
donate land and contrib-
ute $1 million toward the 
construction of the pro-
posed 13,300-square-foot 
indoor/outdoor building 
— if Smithfield and Isle of 
Wight County jointly raise 

another $2.7 million. The 
new building would be part 
of the “Grange at 10Main” 
mixed-use development 
he’s proposed for 50-plus 
acres at Main Street and 
Route 10 on the western 
edge of Smithfield’s histor-
ic district.

The “Grange” would 
also include three- and 
four-story apartment build-
ings with a total of 225 units, 
a hotel, 45 single-family 
and duplex homes, 33,350 
square feet of commercial 
space and over 1,000 park-
ing spaces.

The supervisors formed 

the task force in March 
after discussing a fiscal im-
pact study in closed session 
prepared by Ted Figura 
Consulting for LSMP LLC, 
the company Riddick set up 
for Luter in 2020 to allow 
him to purchase the former 
Little’s Supermarket and 
1730s-era farmhouse known 
as Pierceville. Luter has 
since razed both structures, 
leaving 56.8 available acres 
for the “Grange.”

According to the study, 
in return for the $1 million 
contribution and the land, 
the developer is requesting 
the two localities not only 

“purchase and operate” 
the new farmers market 
but “provide an economic 
development incentive” for 
the hotel and “purchase the 
development’s infrastruc-
ture and utilities through 
a participation agreement.”

“It is confidently pro-
jected that The Grange at 
10Main will generate suf-
ficient revenue to support 
this public participation, 
after all variable costs of 
government service to the 
new development are paid,” 
the study states.

For the county, the study 
projects annual revenues 

of $1.1 million and annual 
costs of just over $581,000 
during the development’s 
“stabilization period,” re-
sulting in a 1.9-to-1 bene-
fit-to-cost ratio.

During the same stabi-
lization period, the study 
projects annual revenues of 
nearly $670,000 and annual 
costs of $260,500, resulting 
in a 2.57-to-1 benefit-to-cost 
ratio for the town.

According to Assistant 
County Administrator Don 
Robertson, the task force 
likely won’t start meeting 
until its town representa-
tives are named.

Isle of Wight supervisors name task force
to study proposal for new farmers market

Catch The Smith�eld Times
on Facebook
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Navigation Co., fronted on 
the two streets. By then, P.D. 
Gwaltney Jr. and Company 
had established a smoke-
house and the makings of a 
packing plant, and next door 
was the Gwaltney-Bunkley 
Peanut Co.

That map was drawn 13 
years before the 18th Amend-
ment banned the sale of alco-
holic beverages throughout 
the United States, an effort 
that will forever rank as one 
of the most miserable fail-
ures in our Puritan desire 
to regulate morality. 

The Steamboat Era was 
nearing its end when San-
born printed a map of the 
town in 1926. The Gwalt-
ney-Bunkley Peanut Co. 
had famously collapsed in 
flames years earlier. The Old 
Dominion Steamboat build-
ing had been bought by the 
short-lived Smithfield Boat 
Line Inc., which was created 
by local investors who hoped 
to maintain steamboat ser-
vice to the town. It was 
doomed to failure when the 
James River Bridge system 
connected Southside with 
the Peninsula and with the 

Norfolk-Portsmouth area.
Prohibition was solidly in 

place, though it too would be 
short-lived. The 21st Amend-
ment would end it in 1933. 
A combination of the ban 
on booze and the demise 
of the town’s port changed 
the face of lower Main and 
Commerce. Neither a saloon 
nor a pool hall can be found 
on the 1926 map.

What can be found is a re-
surgence of business, though 
of a different direction. By 
then, a number of the town’s 
anchor retail businesses had 
been built in the 100 and 200 
blocks of West Main Street, 
and “downtown” was shift-
ing up the hill. Wharf Hill, 
however, was blossoming, 
becoming the center of trade 
for the African American 
community. Two dry clean-
ers, a funeral home and two 
restaurants were listed by 
Sanborn.

Racial segregation, en-
forced by Jim Crow laws, 
tragically kept the business 
efforts of Black and white 
entrepreneurs apart, but 
Wharf Hill prospered despite 
the forced separation. 

Today,  segregation 
of businesses has ended 
and Wharf Hill has again 
changed. Wharf Hill Brew-
ing Co. is now the largest 
business there, but one 
Black-owned business, 
Boothe Cleaner, remains 
an anchor at the foot of the 

hill, still serving local cus-
tomers a century after it was 
founded.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.

• Continued from p. 2

Rows

The current Board of 
Supervisors has created 
partnerships with outside 
developers rather than 
with the county’s citizens. 
These carpetbaggers have 
freely raped and pillaged 
the land to overpopulate 
the county and fill the 
pockets of county govern-
ment. 

A few years ago county 
staff created an overpop-
ulation plan they called 
Isle 2040. It was rejected 
by the citizens and voted 
down by a previous Board 
of Supervisors. The cur-
rent BOS manipulated 
the review of the previ-
ous Comprehensive Plan 
to more closely match 
the 2040 plan. Subverting 
state laws concerning how 
the Comprehensive Plan 
should be administered, 
the BOS took it from the 
Planning Commission and 
assigned it to their em-
ployees who they could 
control. 

Then the BOS allowed 
Smithfield to annex prop-

erties that would have 
been developed by the 2040 
Plan. The Smithfield Town 
Council then ignored the 
wishes of the citizens and 
approved the construction 
of an 800-plus residence 
development on those an-
nexed properties. The final 
result will mean larger po-
lice and fire forces, newer 
and fancier schools, and 
expensive expansions of 
water and sewer systems, 
all at the expense of the 
citizens. The county is cur-
rently avoiding expensive 
repairs to storm sewer sys-
tems by trying to transfer 
this expense to individu-
al property owners even 
though we pay stormwater 
fees in our taxes.  

My only hope is that I’m 
able to relocate before the 
county becomes a more 
expensive version of what 
we left. 

Richard Gillerlain 
Carrollton

Clarification
on triathlons

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

I would like to offer a 
big “thank you!” to all the 
residents of our county who 
patiently tolerate the pres-
ence of cyclists on the back 
roads of our county each 
weekend, especially during 
events such as the recent 
Smithfield Triathlon.

I would like to clear up 
a few misconceptions re-
garding the bike segment 
of the triathlon. There are 
strict rules for the bike 
segment that are enforced 
by race volunteers at the 
intersections and referees 
on the course. 

Cyclists are not allowed 
to draft. Cyclists must stay 
three bike lengths apart 
unless passing. Passing 
must be completed within 
15 seconds. Crossing the 
yellow line is an automatic 
disqualification. Three par-
ticipants were penalized for 

various rule infractions at 
this year’s event.

The organization that 
puts on the Smithfield 
Triathlon, Kinetic Multis-
ports, has a program of 21 
events scheduled this year 
in Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia and 
North Carolina.  To the 
best of my knowledge, all of 
these events feature a bike 
course that is open to motor 
vehicle traffic.

By tradition, Kinetic 
Multisports’ first event 
each year is the Smithfield 
Triathlon, which is sched-
uled in the early spring 
thanks to the cooperation 
of the Luter Family YMCA, 
which graciously makes 
the pool and the parking lot 
available for the event. This 
year, the Smithfield event 
had over 400 participants. 
Only 14 of those partici-
pants were from Smithfield 
or Carrollton.

Greg Vassilakos
Smithfield

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Would former Smith-
field Foods Chairman Jo-
seph W. Luter III’s pro-
posed “Grange at 10Main” 
development help alleviate 
Smithfield’s lack of afford-
able housing, or would it 
exacerbate the problem?

Luter purchased and 
razed the former Little’s 
Supermarket and 1730s-era 
Pierceville farm in 2020, 
proposing in 2021 to turn 
the 56.8 acres at the western 
edge of Smithfield’s histor-
ic district into a mixed-use 
development named for its 
location at Main Street and 
Route 10, which would in-
clude a permanent farmers 
market, a hotel, three- and 
four-story apartment build-
ings, single-family and du-
plex homes, commercial 
space and more than 1,000 
parking spaces.

Luter’s son, Joseph W. 
Luter IV, wrote to Smith-
field’s Town Council in 2020 
that his father envisioned 
“a high-quality develop-
ment” with multifamily 
housing “for all income lev-
els.” 

But according to a fiscal 
impact study prepared by 
Ted Figura Consulting for 
LSMP LLC, Luter’s holding 
company for the Grange 
project, one-bedroom apart-
ments in the development 
would rent for $1,525 a 
month — well above the 
median $995 monthly rent 

the 2020 Census listed for 
Smithfield.

The study estimates 
the average sale price of 
the single-family homes 
at $575,000 — nearly dou-
ble the $299,200 median 
value the Census lists for 
owner-occupied Smithfield 
homes. Even the duplexes 
would carry an average sale 
price upward of $500,000.

“Average household in-
comes are projected to be 
about $78,400 for apartment 
dwellers and about $109,650 
for residents of the sin-
gle-family community,” the 
study states.

While neither Luter has 
made a formal application 
for rezoning or permits to 
date, Smithfield Planning 
Commission Chairman 
Charles Bryan said on 
April 14 it was his under-
standing that the intent of 
Luter’s project was to pro-
vide “young professionals 
that work in this commu-
nity” with “some place to 
live.”

But would they be able 
to afford what’s proposed?

In 2020, the median an-
nual household income 
for all ages in Smithfield 
was $83,977, according to 
Census data. Per person, it 
was $43,680.

For Isle of Wight County 
as a whole, the 2020 median 
household income for all 
ages was slightly lower 
at $77,870, but still higher 
than the statewide $76,398 
median. Per person, county 

residents earned a median 
of $39,024.

County residents ages 
22-24 earned an average 
salary of $32,808 in 2021, 
according to data supplied 
by Isle of Wight County’s 
Department of Economic 
Development. For ages 25-
34, the average salary was 
$46,080.

“Locally and nation-
ally, we are seeing more 
first-time Millennial and 
Gen Z buyers,” said Smith-
field-based Realtor Jay Has-
sell, referring to people 
born in the 1980s, 1990s 
and early 2000s. The two 
generations, he said, make 
up about 30% of the current 
housing market.

According to Hassell, 
the current average home 
price in Isle of Wight Coun-
ty and the city of Suffolk 
is $278,000 for townhomes 
and duplexes, and $360,000 
to $405,000 for detached 
single-family homes.

Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, two federal govern-
ment-controlled companies 
that provide money for the 
U.S. housing market by 
buying residential mort-
gages and packaging pools 
of those loans for sale to 
investors, were offering 
2.73% interest rates for 
homebuyers with a 740-759 
credit rating as of January, 
Hassell said. Over the past 
three months, interest rates 
have risen to 5.23%.

“As rates go up, it’s not 
going to create less demand, 

but it will change the ‘buy-
ing power’ and it will force 
most buyers to move down 
in the pricing brackets,” 
Hassell said.

A $400,000 home at Jan-
uary’s 2.73% interest rate, 
he explained, would equate 
to a monthly mortgage pay-
ment of $1,550. At the cur-
rent 5.23% rate, monthly 
mortgage payments for the 
same home, at the same sale 
price, would rise to $2,120.

For the average earner 
in Isle of Wight or Suffolk, 
“that would limit the buyer 
to about a $1,972-per-month 
payment” factoring in the 
mortgage principal, inter-
est and taxes, Hassell said.

That payment, at the 
current 5.23% interest rate, 
he said, would limit the 
buyer to a home in the 
$250,000 to $300,000 range 
— giving them roughly 
$100,000 less buying power 
then they would have had 
a year ago.

There are only 27 de-
tached and attached homes 
in that price range current-
ly available for sale in Isle 
of Wight County and Suf-
folk. Of these, only seven 
are located in Isle of Wight, 
he added.

“The average buyer in 
Isle of Wight and Suffolk 
can no longer afford the 
average home in the area,” 
Hassell said. “Finding a 
home they can afford just 
got a lot tougher in this 
already tight housing mar-
ket.”

A Feb. 16 draft of Smith-
field’s new comprehensive 
plan, which is slated for 
adoption later this year, 
further alleges a racial 
disparity in Smithfield’s 
housing market. According 
to the draft plan and the 
Census, 12%-17% of Smith-
field’s residents live below 
the poverty line, compared 
to 9%-10% statewide.

A c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d 
States, “Black residents 
are more likely to fall below 
the poverty line,” and “that 
trend is more prevalent 
in Smithfield,” the plan 
states. In the town, 9.2% of 
white residents and 31% of 
Black residents fall below 
the poverty line, compared 
to 10.3% of white residents 
and 21.2% of Black res-
idents living in poverty 
nationwide.

According to the fiscal 
impact study, the Grange 
“may seek” financing 
through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development, in which 
case 20% of the apartment 
units would be set aside 
as affordable housing for 
households earning 80% of 
the area median income — 
in Smithfield’s case, $67,000 
or less. But “no presenta-
tion is made to this effect.”

HUD defines “afford-
able” to mean no more than 
30% of an occupant’s gross 
income going toward hous-
ing costs, including utili-
ties. According to the draft 
comprehensive plan, 44.4% 

of Smithfield’s apartment 
dwellers already pay 35% 
or more of their income 
in rent.

Despite the high rents, 
Smithfield has seen a shift 
of five percentage points in 
its breakdown of renters 
versus homeowners. In 
2010, 75% of Smithfield’s 
residents were homeown-
ers and 25% were renters. 
By 2019, the town’s share 
of renters had increased to 
30% and its share of home-
owners had fallen to 70%.

“The increase in Smith-
field is twice the national 
average, and may be the 
result of increased home 
prices and lack of afford-
ability,” the plan states.

According to the Cen-
sus, housing growth in Isle 
of Wight County has far 
outpaced the state and the 
region. In 2020, the number 
of housing units in Isle of 
Wight rose by 16,441, or 
12.4%, compared to 2010. 
Meanwhile, the number 
of housing units in South-
side Virginia rose by only 
1.4% during the same time 
period compared to 7.6% 
statewide.

“While interest rates 
are rising, and despite new 
construction efforts, we 
still have a shortage of 
almost 2 million homes 
(nationwide),” Hassell said, 
“which means we are like-
ly to see an unbalanced 
seller’s market for years 
to come.”

‘Grange at 10Main’ housing costs 
would exceed market median

• Continued from p. 2
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SECOND FRONT
Competitions were plentiful at last 
month’s Isle of Wight County Fair. 

We reveal the winners in this week’s 
edition.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“When you introduce competition in anything, it 
generally gets better.”
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— Virginia Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 
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Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Staff report

Safe trick or treating will 
return to Downtown Smith-
field on Halloween night.

Downtown merchants will 
hand out treats to kids from 
5-7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 31, 

during which Main Street will 
be closed to vehicular traffic. 
The Smithfield Times’ annual 
Costume Contest will begin at 
6 p.m. on the gazebo stage in 
front of the newspaper office 
at 228 Main St. Advance regis-
tration is not required.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Isle of Wight County School 
Board received its first look at pro-
posed policy revisions intended to 
allow parents to opt their children 
out of “sexually explicit” instruc-

tional materials.
Virginia’s General Assembly 

passed legislation this year man-
dating school boards adopt policies 
by Jan. 1 that are “consistent with” 
or “more comprehensive than” 
new Virginia Department of Edu-
cation model policies pertaining to 

sexually explicit material. The law 
defines “sexually explicit” to mean 
any “lewd exhibition of nudity” 
or any image or description of 
sexual excitement, sexual conduct, 
sadomasochistic abuse, coprophil-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Planning Com-
mission has approved plans for 
replacing the gazebo stage out-
side The Smithfield Times’ office.

The commissioners voted 

unanimously, with Chairman 
Charles Bryan absent, on Oct. 11 
to grant Smithfield’s and Isle of 
Wight County’s shared tourism 
department a waiver that will 
allow for the demolition of the 
existing 23-foot-wide wooden 
gazebo and replacement with a 

37-foot-wide stage.
The new, longer stage will 

be built from treated wood and 
painted white, with a sloped 
roof and stage lighting. The 
plans call for two sets of stairs, a 
wheelchair ramp and removing 
a portion of the fence to create a 

brick path leading from the stage 
to Hayden’s Lane park.

T o u r i s m  D i r e c t o r  J u d y 
Winslow announced plans in 
February to fund the project with 
a $10,000 grant from the Virginia 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Virginia Lt. Gov. Winsome 
Earle-Sears touted parental choice 
and charter schools as this year’s 
keynote speaker at the Governor’s 
Summit on Rural Prosperity, held 
in Smithfield on Oct. 12-13.

“From all that I’ve been hear-
ing, our parents want to be able 
to choose the schools that their 
children will attend; it’s the new 
education fight,” Earle-Sears told 
a crowd gathered in The Smith-
field Center from all across Virgin-
ia – some from as far west as Wise 
County on the Kentucky border.

The Virginia Rural Center, 
a joint venture of the General 
Assembly’s nonprofit Center for 
Rural Virginia and 18-member 
Rural Prosperity Commission, 
holds the summit annually. This 
is the first year Smithfield has 
hosted the event.

“My dad came to America with 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Following a closed session to 
discuss “contract negotiations,” 
Smithfield’s Town Council voted 
on Oct. 5 to commit up to $1.4 

million toward moving the Smith-
field Farmers Market to former 
Smithfield Foods Chairman Jo-
seph W. Luter’s proposed “Grange 
at 10Main” development.

Luter has offered land and a 
$1 million contribution toward 

building a permanent home for 
the market, conditioned on the 
town and Isle of Wight County 
jointly raising another $2.7 mil-
lion. The new indoor/outdoor 
farmers market building would 
anchor Luter’s planned 56.8-acre 

mixed-use development, named 
for its location at Route 10 and 
Main Street.

As of July 25, Luter’s prelimi-
nary plans called for the market to 
include 24 roughly 113-square-foot 
indoor vendor booths and four 

roughly 348-square-foot walled-off 
storefronts. December 2021 plans 
called for additional covered 
booths and open space outdoors. 
The more than 13,000-square-foot 

Downtown set to 
host Ham-o-ween

Rachel, Landon and Casey Watson have fun at the 
Smithfield Ham-o-ween event last year. 

Smithfield pledges $1.4M to new
farmers market at the ‘Grange’

Planners OK redesigned gazebo stage

Speakers 
tout 

charter 
schools

School renaming policy changed 
ahead of ‘Thornton Center’ vote

School Board debuts proposed 
‘sexually explicit’ materials policy

Rendering shows proposed design of new stage in front of The Smithfield Times’ office.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A policy prohibiting school fa-
cilities from being named for liv-
ing people appears to have been 
changed without a vote ahead of 
the Isle of Wight County School 
Board’s June 9 announcement of 
plans to rename Smithfield High 
School’s career and technical 
education center for retired Su-
perintendent Dr. Jim Thornton.

School Board Policy FFA 
mandates “no school will be 
named for a living individual,” 
specifying that schools can only 
be named for people “who have 
been deceased for at least 10 
years.”

According to the school divi-
sion’s website, the policy’s cur-
rent wording has been in place 
since it was last reviewed and 
readopted by the School Board 
on June 11, 2015. But according 

to School Board records, the 
board in 2015 voted to add the 
words “or school facility” to the 
prohibition.

The current Policy FFA doc-
ument available on the school 
division’s website, according to 
the site’s HTML code, appears to 
be dated June 9, 2022 – the exact 
date the current School Board 
announced its plans to rename 

• See VOTE, p. 8
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Market
building would also include 
indoor bathrooms and one 
or two restaurants.

Town Councilman Ran-
dy Pack abstained from 
both the closed session and 
subsequent vote. He’d re-
cused himself in February 
from any future vote on 
Luter’s proposal, noting 
he and his brother, Brian, 
are among the interested 
parties in running the pro-
posed restaurant space. The 
Pack brothers currently 
co-own and operate the 
Smithfield Station restau-
rant, hotel and marina and 
a similar establishment in 
Surry County named the 
Surry Seafood Co.

All other Town Council 
members voted in favor of 
the $1.4 million commit-
ment, contingent on Lut-
er securing all necessary 
approvals for the Grange. 
Luter’s son, Joseph W. Lut-
er IV, in an advertisement 
in the May 4 edition of 
The Smithfield Times, said 
that his father anticipated 
submitting a formal plan 
for the development with-
in the next 90 days, but to 
date, town officials have 
yet to receive the formal 
application, Mayor Carter 
Williams told the Times by 
phone Oct. 12.

According to Williams, 
Luter and his son are wait-
ing for Isle of Wight County 
to make a similar commit-
ment of tax dollars before 
they’ll submit any official 
request for rezoning or 
permits.

The Luters’ preliminary 
Grange plans as of Decem-
ber had called for a $100 
million first phase, which 

would include the farm-
ers market, a hotel, three- 
and four-story apartment 
buildings, single-family and 
duplex homes, commercial 
space and more than 1,000 
parking spaces.

“I hope it does move 
forward,” Williams said, 
noting that there’s “a good 
possibility” the Smithfield 
Farmers Market won’t be 
able to return to the Bank of 
Southside Virginia parking 
lot next year.

The market’s lease will 
expire in March and the 
bank has yet to renew it. If 
Luter’s Grange plans don’t 
get approved, “the next 
question is where could 
we put a farmers market?” 
Williams said.

The county and town 
each appointed members to 
an intergovernmental task 
force earlier this year for 
the purpose of evaluating 
Luter’s cost-sharing pro-
posal. The group met for the 
first time in August. At that 
meeting, town and county 
officials expressed support 
for moving the farmers 
market to the Grange, but 
neither the task force’s 
county nor town members 
had come to a consensus as 
to what dollar amount to 
contribute.

According to a fiscal 
impact study prepared by 
Ted Figura Consulting for 
Luter’s LSMP LLC holding 
company for the project, 
Luter is requesting the 
town and county not only 
“purchase and operate” the 
new farmers market but 
also “provide an economic 
development incentive” for 
the hotel, and “purchase the 

development’s infrastruc-
ture and utilities through 
a participation agreement.”

According to Town Man-
ager Michael Stallings, the 
Oct. 5 closed session was 
held because “discussing 
the terms in public session 
could adversely impact 
our bargaining position.” 
The meeting’s agenda cited 
Virginia Code 2.2-3177 A29, 
which allows for an exemp-
tion from open meeting 
requirements under Virgin-
ia’s Freedom of Information 
Act for “discussion of the 
award of a public contract 
involving the expenditure 
of public funds, including 
interviews of bidders or 
offerors, and discussion of 
the terms or scope of such 
contract.”

Though Luter’s offer had 
been previously discussed 
openly at the intergovern-
mental task force meeting, 
the cited exemption “does 
not have a ‘no prior conver-
sation’ limitation,” unlike 
some of the other allowed 
FOIA exemptions, said Me-
gan Rhyne, executive direc-
tor of the Virginia Coalition 
for Open Government.

“It would not be at all un-
usual for everyone to know 
that an offer had been made, 
but that wouldn’t negate the 
need to talk in private about 
the reasonableness of that 
offer, any counter offers 
or whether that offer was 
above or below the public 
body’s bottom line,” Rhyne 
said. “Those conversations 
may not be suitable for the 
developer — as well as the 
public — to hear.”

The Isle of Wight Academy graduating classes of 1972 and 1982 gathered 
recently to celebrate 50 years and 40 years, respectively. On hand from 
the Class of 1982 were, from left in photo below, Leslie Willis, Leslie 
Davis Spruance, Jeanette Parker Fritts, Gary Presson, Robin Barcroft 
Stiltner, Stephanie Powell Key, Monica Foster-Larsson, Bobby Jones, 
Cindy Presson McNeil, Jeff Nelms, Sid Neighbors, Forrest Short, Dr. 
Ryland Edwards Jr. and Brian Bracey. Representing the Class of 1972 
were, from left, LuAnn West Scott, Ann Edwards Andrews, Lou Scott 
Horne, Kay Griffin Early, Diane Edwards Schuler, Robin Edwards Whitley, 
Dawn Little Nurney, Brad Altman, Bob Stephenson, Jessie Castleberry, 
Ray Holland, Mickey Leggett and Wendy Williams. (Submitted photos)

IWA reunion

Fall has arrived at Chippokes State Park in Surry, and with it fall 
decorations are on display throughout the park. (Submitted photo)

Autumn at Chippokes

Smithfield High’s CTE 
center for Thornton.

“I do not know why the 
policy wording changed or 
who changed it,” said Isle 
of Wight County Schools 
s p o k e s w o m a n  L y n n 
Briggs, noting she’s since 
brought the matter to the 
attention of Superinten-
dent Dr. Theo Cramer and 
the School Board.

Briggs had previously 
told The Smithfield Times 
that the renaming was 
not a policy violation, as 
Policy FFA applied only to 
renaming the school itself.

The 2015 policy’s orig-
inal  wording  and the 
version omitting the “or 
school facility” language 
both specify that the board 
is to solicit input from 
the public regarding the 
names of  schools  and 
school facilities, but re-
serves the right to make 
a final decision regarding 

the name of any school or 
facility.

Suggestions “must be 
in writing, must state 
the name of the person 
or group making the sug-
gestion and must state the 
reasons supporting the 
suggestion,” the June 11, 
2015, version states. The 
altered version of Policy 
FFA further states that the 
School Board “may create 
a committee to make rec-
ommendations” on the 
naming of any school or 
school facility. The proce-
dure for renaming a school 
facility “will be the same 
as the procedure outlined 
above,” states the altered 
version.

Thornton, who retired 
July 1, oversaw a multi-
million-dollar countywide 
renovation of the school 
system’s CTE facilities in 
2017. The detached SHS fa-
cility became home to Isle 

of Wight County Schools’ 
new welding, nursing, 
engineering, manufac-
turing and culinary arts 
programs – including a 
student-run restaurant 
named “Turner & 10” for 
the school’s location at 
Route 10 and Turner Drive.

The current  School 
Board named the CTE 
building for Thornton on 
Sept. 8 with a 3-1 vote. 
Board member John Col-
lick cast the dissenting 
vote.

Policy FFA was one of 
34 slated for a first-read 
review during the School 
Board’s Oct. 13 meeting, 
with no changes to the 
altered online version pro-
posed other than changing 
the June 11, 2015, “last 
revised” date. The board 
is slated to read over the 
34 policies a second time 
and vote to readopt them 
in November.

called for “finishing the 
wall” former U.S. President 
Donald Trump pledged to 
build. Luria noted she’d 
voted for the wall “not once, 
but twice” and supported 
the “remain in Mexico” 
policy enacted under the 
Trump administration as 
Title 42, but said, “What we 
really need to be doing is 
talking about comprehen-
sive immigration reform.”

Asked what each candi-
date would do to help Isle 
of Wight County and other 
rural parts of the largely 
urban 2nd Congressional 
District, Kiggans called for 
restarting the Keystone 
Pipeline to lower fuel costs 
for farmers. The 1,200-mile 
pipeline, according to As-
sociated Press reporting, 
would transport oil from 

Alberta, Canada, to Steele 
City, Nebraska. The proj-
ect had stalled under for-
mer U.S. President Barack 
Obama’s administration 
amid opposition from envi-
ronmentalists and Native 
American tribes along its 
route. Trump restarted the 
project, but current Pres-
ident Joe Biden canceled 
the project’s permit his first 
day in office.

Luria, responding to 
the same question on rural 
areas of the district, touted 
her support for high-speed 
internet expansion and 
funding for cleanup of the 
Chesapeake Bay.

The questions then 
turned to the events of Jan. 
6, 2021. Luria serves on the 
congressional committee 
investigating the storm-

ing of the U.S. Capitol by 
Trump supporters the day 
Biden was to be certified 
the winner of the 2020 pres-
idential election. Luria 
called Kiggans an “election 
denier” for voting with 
state Sen. Amanda Chase, 
R-Chesterfield, to spend 
“$70 million of your tax-
payer money” to conduct 
an election audit “in a state 
where Joe Biden won by 
10 points” with “no hint of 
election fraud.”

Asked to respond “yes” 
or “no” to whether Biden 
had won a “fair and square 
election,” Kiggans replied 
only that “Joe Biden is the 
president, and he’s destroy-
ing the country.” Luria an-
swered “yes,” adding Biden 
had been “elected in a free 
and fair election.”
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