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City police have warrants out 
for the arrest of two Suffolk 
men on multiple charges relat-
ed to a shooting Saturday eve-
ning in the 900 block of Brook 
Avenue that caused minor inju-
ries to two people.

Willie Keshawn Green, 19, 
and Steven Donnell Green Jr. 
each face three felony counts of 
discharging a firearm or missile 
in/at an occupied dwelling, a 
felony count of the use or dis-
play of a firearm in the commis-
sion of a felony, possession of a 
firearm by a felon (non-violent 
within 10 years) and felonious 
assault. Willie Keshawn Green 
also faces a misdemeanor count 
of failure to appear after being 
charged with a felony or mis-
demeanor.

Suffolk Police are continuing 
the investigation into the inci-
dent and said it does not have 
further information to release at 
this time.

Police ask people with infor-
mation about the incident to 
visit www.p3tips.com, visit the 
Suffolk Police Department web-
site (www.suffolkva.us/spd) and 
look for the Suffolk Crime Line 
link, or go to the Suffolk Police 
Department Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/suffolkpo-
licedepartment. You can also 

Police 
investigate 
shooting

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER 

Among the graduating 
seniors at King’s Fork High 
School, 20 are members of the 
International Baccalaureate 
(IB) program. 

The IB program has been at 
King’s Fork since 2009 and is 
described as the most rigor-
ous program in Suffolk public 
schools.

IB was founded in 1968 
in hopes of “creating a bet-
ter world through high-qual-

ity, international education.” 
The global organization is 
designed to help prepare stu-
dents for college and requires 
a challenging internation-
al education and thorough 

IB students get jump 
on college, citizenship
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Lakeland High School was 
evacuated for reports of bomb 
threats twice this week, and one 
person was arrested Monday in 
connection with the first report-
ed threat. 

Suffolk Police and Suffolk 
Fire and Rescue responded to 
the school Tuesday after emer-
gency communications received 
a call at 9:19 a.m., according to 
a news release. That incident 
remains under investigation. 

BY MEGAN TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

Riverbend Church on 
Meadow View Boulevard has 
welcomed a new addition. 

“River Kids Cove” was ded-
icated on Sunday, March 13, 
and will now be the hub of 
worship for children who attend 
the church.

Riverbend Church is non-de-
nominational and began ser-
vices in 2012 with Pastor Bobby 
Hill and his wife, Carrie. They 

believed that a vibrant and live-
ly church in Suffolk would have 
a positive impact on the com-
munity. They also believe that 
it doesn’t matter where you’ve 
been or what you believe, that 
God welcomes you just as you 
are and wherever you are. 

When the church started, 
members were moving around 
to temporary locations until 
they moved into their current 
location at Bennett’s Creek 

Bomb threats force 
evacuations at Lakeland

Riverbend Church 
adds kids cove 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

They were on their way to 
visit a sick relative in Ashland, 
avoiding the highways because 
they always liked to take the 
drives a little slower. 

As they often did on 
such trips, Doug and Derby 
Brackett, and dogs Rainey 

Storm and Rambler, headed 
west from Virginia Beach in 
their red pickup truck and 
were on the triumvirate road of 
U.S. 13, 58 and 460, intending 
to continue on 460 for much 
of the duration of their trip to 
visit his father. 

Best friends and nurses 
Staci Reyes and Megan Little 
were a few minutes behind 

the Bracketts, having made a 
$1,000 Costco run in Norfolk 
that Saturday morning in 
March as they were tempo-
rarily blending their families 
together in a Suffolk home. 

It was a chilly morning; 
lows the night before were 
down around freezing, and it 
had slowly warmed to about 
50 degrees as it approached 1 

p.m. But it was clear that day, 
a year ago March 20, when 
they and many were making 
the trek on the familiar road, 
and one that holds the secrets 
to many an accident. 

Not clear at the time, as 
Doug was driving Derby and 
their two dogs past the weigh 

A year after horrifi c crash couple thankful to be alive

‘By the grace of God’

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

From left, Staci Reyes, Derby Brackett, Doug Brackett and Megan Little stand outside the Nightingale helicopter that was used to take Derby to Sentara Norfolk 
General Hospital following a March 20, 2021 accident on U.S. Route 58 west near the weigh scales. 

MEGAN TAYLOR/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Three of this year’s International Baccalaureate program seniors. Rebecca Hutchings (left) is planning to attend a four-
year university and pursue a PhD in orthopedics, Lance Coty (middle) is planning to attend the College of William and 
Mary to major in chemistry and Nikita Pandey (right) is planning to attend a four-year university, majoring in biology and 
then attending medical school.
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Nansemond-Suffolk 
Academy dropped a 4-3 
decision to Cape Henry 
Collegiate in baseball 
action Friday.

NSA fell to 0-2 on the 
season.

The Saints outhit the 
visitors 7-5 but commit-
ted two errors. A sev-
enth-inning rally fell 
short for the home team.

NSA drops 
close one to 

Cape Henry on 
diamond

station, was his vision. 
“I can’t see,” he told 

her. 
“What? What do you 

mean?”
***

Reyes spotted a dog 
along the side of the road, 
near the weigh station 
driving west. 

That’s unusual, she 
thought. 

Let’s stop and get it 
to safety, they told each 
other. So they pulled over 
and headed toward the 
dog, aiming to get it out 
of danger and take it to 
a shelter, when Reyes 
saw something else they 
couldn’t have noticed 
while driving 60 mph on 
58 - a vehicle partially 
submerged in a ravine. 

Reyes and Little spot-
ted two other men who 
had also pulled over and 
were calling 911.

But no one had yet 
gotten down the embank-
ment to the pickup truck 
to see what was going 
on, so they and one of 
the men formed a human 
chain to get a look at the 
scene. 

“We saw the driver 
first,” Little said, “and we 
saw that he was awake 
trying to get out of the 
car.”

Then they noticed a 
woman they later learned 
to be Derby still in the 
pickup truck. They head-
ed closer to the car as 
they assessed how they 
would begin to help those 
in the car and navigate the 
water. 

“She was yelling for 
help, so we got down 
there,” Little said, “We 
were trying to weigh 
whether to get in the water 
or not. I mean, it was a 
nice day, but you know 
how cold that water is. It 
was March. And before 
we could make that deci-
sion, someone slipped 
and actually pushed her 
into the water.”

The inadvertent push 
turned out to be key in 
helping the Bracketts 
before first responders 
arrived. 

Reyes went to Derby 
to try to keep her head 
above the water, and both 
she and Little talked to 
her, as Reyes balanced 
herself with her left leg 
on a stump and by hold-
ing on to another person’s 
shoulder in water more 
than 5 ½ feet deep. 

She then wrapped 
Derby’s right arm in a 
sweater to keep it out of 
the water, and someone 
gave her a belt to use as a 
tourniquet. 

“We realized the extent 
of her limb injuries,” 
Little said. “We just did 
whatever we could do.”

They kept her talking 
and engaged until more 
help arrived. 

“Her legs were stuck 
under the dashboard,” 
Reyes said. “And she 
was still seatbelted in. 
The truck was going even 
more underwater at this 
point.”

That was when one of 
the men who had stopped 
to help jumped on the 
windshield to try to break 
the glass, but the pickup 
truck began to sink fur-
ther into the water. 

“Then it was more just, 
keep her breathing, keep 
her conscious and keep us 
above water,” Reyes said. 

***
No warning, nothing. 
“I went, ‘OK,’ and 

I went to reach for the 
steering wheel and he was 
gone,” Derby said. 

Doug had a heart attack, 
and before she could do 
anything, their car was in 
a ditch, in water, off of 
Route 58. 

Two people had already 
stopped to help by the 
time Reyes and Little 
approached the ditch full 
of water where the pickup 
truck was already partial-
ly submerged. 

Doug regained con-
sciousness and had start-
ed to get himself out 
of the truck when they 
arrived. 

Little assessed Doug, 
who they saw with what 
appeared to be a head 
wound and him holding 
his right arm. 

“He seemed to be in a 
state of shock, too,” Little 
said. “But from the stand-
point of, who needs the 
help first, he was stable, 
he walked himself up the 
embankment with help, 
he could talk to me, he 
could follow commands. 
His neurological assess-
ment, at that point, was 
intact.”

But when first respond-
ers arrived, they didn’t 
realize he had been in the 
accident. 

“They all walked past 
him, and I was like, ‘No, 
no, no, no. Someone’s 
going to have to go to him 
too,’” Little said. “They 
didn’t realize at first that 
he was part of the acci-
dent too because he was 
up there standing up on 
the side of the road.”

Little let them know 
that he needed to be 
assessed, and that he was 
still in wet clothes and 
needed something warm. 

Derby, however, was 
pinned inside and would 
ultimately lose her right 
arm above the elbow. She 
also lost two toes on her 
right foot, broke her hip, 
pelvis and nose while 
suffering other injuries, 
including an infection 
from the ditch water that 
had her on antibiotics for 
several weeks. 

Derby didn’t know the 
extent of her injuries in 
that moment as she was 
partially submerged in 
the water, trapped in their 
truck and calling out for 
the help that was there in 
the instant after the crash. 

She began to hear voic-
es - the voices of Reyes, 
Little and many others.

Lifesaving voices, she 
called them.

“Those voices are what 
kept me going,” Derby 
said, “because I was in 
water in the ravine up 
to my neck, which was 
scary for me at that time, 
anyway. My dog, my lit-
tle dog Rambler, was still 
in the truck with me. I 
remember talking to him. 
But the voices reassuring 
me that they were going to 
take care of me, and that 
they were going to get me 
out, I believed them. I had 
to believe them. I knew I 
could believe them.”

And those voices, as 
first responders began 
to arrive, understood the 
severity of what had hap-
pened just minutes ear-
lier. 

***
Reyes and Little asked 

if Derby could feel her 
legs, and when she indi-
cated that she could, they 
cut off her seatbelt, but as 
the pickup continued to 
sink in the water, she still 
could not get out of it on 
her own. 

So all they could do was 
try to keep Derby’s head 
and arm above the water, 
and keep her awake. 

“But you could tell 
Derby was going into 
shock between the water 
temperature and the 
adrenaline of the acci-
dent, a loss of a limb,” 
Little said. 

That’s around when 
first responders arrived, 
helping Little, who was 
about ankle-deep in the 
water, up the embank-
ment, and then Reyes, 
who was chest-deep in 
the water.

“It was a nice day. We 
were in leggings and 
t-shirts,” Little said. “So 
she was freezing.”

Derby was conscious 
through it all as she heard 
first responders from 
Suffolk and Chesapeake 
using the jaws of life to 
get her out of the truck, 
and as the Nightingale 
Regional Air Ambulance 
helicopter arrived to take 
her to Sentara Norfolk 
General Hospital, she 
heard that too. 

***
“They started my life 

again,” Derby said of 
the first responders and 
Sentara Healthcare doc-
tors and nurses. “And I 
know that it wasn’t about 
me. It’s about the work 
that they do every day for 
all the folks in the com-
munity.”

While she flew by 
Nightingale to Sentara 
Norfolk General 
Hospital, Doug was taken 
by Suffolk emergency 
medical services to the 
hospital. In their minds, 
the months of recovery 
for both of them began 
as first responders were 
still helping them on the 
scene. 

She was determined to 
walk again, and she is. 
She spent more than three 
months in a wheelchair 
and started physical ther-
apy in July. Doug, after 
his heart episode, has a 
defibrillator and is under 
the care of Sentara’s car-
diac surgeons.

The rescue was a coor-
dinated effort, and it 
began with the Bracketts’ 
dog, Rainey Storm, walk-
ing alongside the road, 
getting the attention of 
passers-by.  

The Bracketts, at an 
event they asked for, took 
the time Sunday at Suffolk 
Fire & Rescue Station 
6 on Kings Fork Road 
to thank everyone who 
had a part in the rescue - 

dozens of first responders 
from the Chesapeake Fire 
Department, Suffolk Fire 
& Rescue, Suffolk Police, 
Suffolk Sheriff’s Office, 
Suffolk Animal Control, 
Nightingale and Sentara 
Healthcare. 

In 29 years in the fire 
service, Suffolk Fire 
Chief Mike Barakey said 
this was the first time 
they received this kind of 
closure.

“We call it closure,” 
Barakey said. “A lot of 
times when we take care 
of a patient, or we’re at 
a fire in a building, when 
we leave, or pick up we 
call it, or leave the scene, 
we don’t have any fol-
low-up. So to have the 
Brackett family come 
out a year later, to the 
date of the crash, bring 
themselves, their family, 
their dogs, it brings a lot 
of closure to the guys, 
a lot of satisfaction for 
the job that we do and 
that they do, so it’s just 
really nice to have that 
closure from the family. 
It just goes to show that 
when we clear a scene, 
or we leave a scene, that 
life continues, and these 
patients, or these people, 
want to come and meet 
their responders, and we 
really appreciate them 
doing that.”

For Reyes and Little, 
the day is one they still 
talk and think about. 

“It was a blur at first,” 
Little said. “When we 
got back, we had to walk 
each other through what 
actually happened.”

Derby said she con-
tinues to be filled with 
gratitude for everyone 
who helped her, her 
husband and their dogs. 
While Rainey Storm ran 
along the road - likely 
jumping out of the pick-
up - Rambler stayed with 
Derby throughout the res-
cue. 

“The fact that I’m 
standing here today, 
it’s really by the grace 
of God,” Derby said. “I 
think it’s healing. It’s 
been a journey. It’s been 
a long journey for me. 
being able to see them 
and connect with what 
happened. The trauma of 
that day makes it heal-
ing for me and makes 
the hope that much more 
real.”

Crash: Thankful for rescuers and first responders
Continued from page 1

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Derby Brackett hugs Suffolk Fire & Rescue Battalion Chief Demitri Wilson at Suffolk Fire Station 6 
Sunday. Brackett was there with her husband Doug to thank everyone involved in the effort to rescue 
them from a March 20, 2021 crash on U.S. Route 58. 
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