
Games take a hit
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at youth sports.   BUSINESS, PAGE A6

Logano claims second Cup crown
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SCHOOL SAFETYADDRESSEDAT INAUGURAL FORUM

BYCATHYDYSON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

While first-respond-
ers assured the Fred-
ericksburg community
they’redoing everything
they can to protect
students from today’s
threats—ranging from
the possibility of an ac-
tive shooter to a fake
report of a bomb in the
school—another speak-
er encouraged the audi-
ence to embrace laughter
as good medicine, both
to live longer and to in-

crease brainpower.
And as comments

from parents illustrat-
ed, the first “Family
Academy” presented by
the Fredericksburg City
Public Schools Saturday
at James Monroe High
School couldn’t have
been more timely. On
four consecutive days
in the past two weeks,
James Monroe has been
evacuatedaftersomeone
called in a threat that
turnedout tobe false.
The FBI calls the ac-

tion “swatting” because
it involves a call to 911
that draws a massive
response from law en-
forcement, usually a
SWAT team. The hoax
has been around at least
since 2008, according to
the FBI website, but it’s
been disturbingly popu-
lar thismonth.
On one day alone—

Monday, Sept. 19—at
least 11 school systems
across Virginia reported
lockdowns from shoot-
ers or bombs, including

Fredericksburg, Char-
lottesville and the coun-
ties of Culpeper and
Fauquier, Arlington and
Loudoun.
Raygan DeCarlo, a

mother of six, asked
those gathered Saturday
for someanswers.
“I’m hearing from

the kids there’s a bomb
threat, that a bomb,
that there was smoke. I
don’t know what’s true
because the school’s
not telling us anything,

Parents voice concern
at Family Academy

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Laurie Bendall, a mother of two at James Monroe, brings up concerns about students’ safety during
a public forum Saturday. The high school recently received threats on four consecutive days.

Raygan DeCarlo expresses her upset with the
lack of information given to parents during the
evacuations at James Monroe last week.

Deputy Superintendent, Dr. Matthew Eberhardt,
listens to a parent’s concerns during the forum,
presented by Fredericksburg City Public Schools.

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Students in Caroline
County Public Schools
will receive immersive
environmental educa-
tion experiences this fall
thanks to a grant from
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion.
The $158,737 grant was

announced today by the
Hanover–Caroline Soil
& Water Conservation

District, which will work
with Caroline, Essex and
Middlesex public school
districts, the Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay and
Friends of the Rappahan-
nock to bring “an innova-
tive approach for advanc-
ingenvironmental literacy
to the diverse communi-
ties of the Middle Penin-
sula,” according to a press
release.
The two-year project,

“Building Capacity for

Environmental Literacy in
Virginia’s Middle Penin-
sula,” will result in school
and family nature ac-
tivities, student-led com-
munity action projects,
job training and college
preparedness for Caroline
County students.
“Wearehonoredtowork

on this important project
with our valued partners,
to help bring greater en-
vironmental literacy to
the culturally and ecologi-

cally diverse Middle Pen-
insula of Virginia,” said
Sharon Conner, manager
of the Hanover–Caroline
SWCD.
Students in Fredericks-

burg City Public Schools
will also receive environ-
mental education start-
ing this year thanks to a
NOAAgrant.

AdeleUphaus–Conner:
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

Grant helps Caroline provide watershed education

SEE FORUM, A5

Changes are coming
to three one-way
streets near James

MonroeHighSchool in
Fredericksburg as the city
is converting the streets
tohandle two-way traffic.
WashingtonAvenue,

FallHillAvenue and
MauryStreet, in theCanal
Quarter neighborhood,
will be converted to two-
way traffic,withwork
expected to start this
fall, according to anews
release fromthe city.
Work is expected to

beginby the endof this
month, dependingon
theweather, according
toSonjaCantu, the city’s
public informationofficer.
The changes are slated to
be inplace this fall.
Thework involved

with the changes includes
milling thepavement

and repaving the streets.
Crewswill then add lane
markings and signs to
address the traffic pattern
change.
Newcrosswalkswill be

added, alongwith ape-
destrianbump-out at the
VirginiaAvenue andFall
HillAvenue intersection.
Sidewalk ramps alsowill
be improved.
The changes are

utilizingwhat is known
as “traffic calming,” a
method aimedat slowing
traffic speeds, according
toCantu.The approach
was approvedby the city
council in 2019.

City to change trio
of one-way streets

GETTING
THERE
Scott Shenk

SEE SHENK, A5

BYANTHONYIZAGUIRRE
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

TALLAHASSEE, Fla . —
Authorities and residents
in Florida were keeping a
cautious eye on Tropical
Storm Ian as it rumbled
ominously through theCa-
ribbean on Sunday, likely
to become a major hur-
ricane on its path toward
the state.
Gov. Ron DeSantis has

declared a state of emer-
gency throughout Florida
andurged residents topre-
pare for the storm to lash
large swaths of the state
with heavy rains, high
windsand rising seas.
Forecasters are still un-

sure of exactly where Ian
could make landfall, with
current models plotting
it toward Florida’s west
coast or panhandle re-
gions, he said.
“We’re going to keep

monitoring the track of
this storm. But it really
is important to stress the
degree of uncertainty that
still exists,” DeSantis said
at a news conference Sun-
day, cautioning that “even
if you’re not necessarily
right in the eye of the path
of the storm, there’s going

to be pretty broad impacts
throughout the state.”
The National Hurricane

Center said Ian is expected
to become a hurricane on
Monday and reach major
hurricane strength Tues-
day. Flash andurban flood-
ingispossibleintheFlorida
Keys and Florida penin-
sula throughmidweek, and
then heavy rainfall was
possible for north Flori-
da, the Florida panhandle
and the southeast United
States later thisweek.
The agency placed a

tropical storm watch over
the lower Florida Keys on
Sunday evening and has
advised Floridians to have
hurricane plans in place
and monitor updates of
the storm’s evolvingpath.
A hurricane warning

was in effect Sunday for
Grand Cayman and the
Cuban provinces of Isla
de Juventud, Pinar del Rio
andArtemisa.
Cuban state media said

emergency authorities
have met to plan for the
storm’sarrivalandprepare
for evacuations, though
none had been ordered
as of Sunday. The track
forecast by the National
Hurricane Center shows a
major storm striking the
far-western part of the

Tropical Storm
Ian strengthens
FLORIDA PREPARES FOR
LANDFALL AS STATEOF
EMERGENCYDECLARED

LUIS SANTANA / TAMPA BAY TIMES

Felicia Livengood and Victoria Colson fill sandbags
along with other residents Sunday in Tampa, Fla.

SEE IAN, A4
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A pair of unrelated surveys 
have been launched in an 
e� ort to get input from area 

residents on strategic plans for 
Fredericksburg Regional Transit 
and Sta� ord County.

Sta�ord master plan 
County o�  cials announced 

last week that they are working 
on Sta� ord’s fi rst transportation 
master plan.

The fi rst step in that process 
is an online survey, which can be 
found on the county website. 

The survey includes a “tra-
ditional ques-
tion and answer 
section and an 
innovative inter-
active mapping 
tool allowing 
respondents to 
plot the loca-
tions on the areas 
they think need 
improvement,” 

according to a news release from 
the county.

The county noted that the 
survey will play a role in the 
development of a project pri-
oritization tool, which will help 
determine areas that need im-
provements.

The transportation plan will be 
continuously updated.

The release said o�  cials will 
begin holding meetings on the 
plan early next year.

Fredericksburg 
Regional Transit 

Fredericksburg Regional Tran-
sit is putting together its own in-
augural strategic plan in an e� ort 
to prepare for the next decade.

The bus service, FXBGO!, 
runs 14 routes in Fredericksburg 
and the counties of Sta� ord and 
Spotsylvania, along with running 
Virginia Railway Express shuttles 
and express buses for University 
of Mary Washington students.

The strategic plan is required 
by urban transit services, and 
is overseen by the state’s Com-
monwealth Transportation 
Board and the Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation.

The plan will outline “changes 
that will improve transit services 
across the Fredericksburg re-
gion, including service planning, 
operations, and information on 
capital needs (like new bus pur-
chases, technology upgrades, 
and customer amenities),” ac-
cording to FXBGO!’s webpage on 
the plan.

ADELE UPHAUS
The Free Lance–Star 

Johnny P. Johnson, who for 
more than 60 years inspired the 
Fredericksburg community as an 
artist, humanitarian, philanthro-
pist, teacher, mentor and coach, 
died early Saturday morning at 
the age of 86. 

“He served as an example of 
what a successful professional 
artist looks like, but also what 
a decent human being should 
be,” said one of Johnson’s many 
mentees, the Georgia-based art-
ist Ayokunle Odeleye. “Johnny P. 
Johnson served as an example of 
how to treat each other regardless 
of di� erence. I don’t think there 
is a church in Fredericksburg [big 
enough] to hold a funeral for this 
man.” 

Fredericksburg Mayor Mary 
Katherine Greenlaw, who taught 
with Johnson at James Monroe 
High School in the late 1960s and 
maintained a friendship with him 
ever since, said he “made every-
one whose life he touched better 
by knowing him.” 

“I don’t even know how to start 
talking about someone who abso-
lutely lived his faith and belief in 
humankind,” Greenlaw said. 

Gaye Adegbalola, who also 
taught with Johnson, said she has 
been “in and out of tears all day.” 

“Not because he passed, but 
because this world doesn’t have 

him anymore,” she said. “Oh, he 
was so good. He was just so good.” 

Johnson was born in North 
Carolina in 1936 to a mother 
who worked as a domestic and a 
father who was a mill worker. His 
artistic calling was clear from his 
earliest years. 

“He shared with us once that 
when he was very young, he used 
to sit in church and sketch in the 
air,” said Janice Davies, a lifelong 
friend and fellow member of 
Shiloh Baptist Church Old Site. 
“He painted a picture of so many 
things. He painted life as he went 
along.”

Johnson attended Virginia 
State University, where he played 
basketball, becoming captain 
and eventually earning a spot 
in the VSU Sports Hall of Fame. 
He would also receive a master’s 
degree in fi ne arts from Howard 
University and completed ad-
ditional studies at the Corcoran 
School of Art. 

He arrived in Fredericksburg 
in 1959 and started teaching at 
Walker–Grant School, the city’s 
fi rst publicly funded school for 
Black students. 

The town was deeply segre-
gated and there was limited hous-

ing available for Black teachers, 
so the tradition was for them to 
live with a student’s family, said 
Xavier Richardson, senior vice 
president and chief corporate de-
velopment o�  cer at Mary Wash-
ington Healthcare and a lifelong 
friend of Johnson’s. 

Johnson lived with the Bridges 
family and taught sixth grade. 
Richardson’s future wife, LaZalia 
Bridges, was in the fi rst class he 
ever taught and would talk about 
how all the sixth-grade girls were 
“crazy” about this “young, at-
tractive” new teacher. 

In addition to teaching all 
subjects to his sixth-grade class, 
Johnson also taught a high school 
art class, coached basketball and 
served as an assistant principal 
for no additional pay. 

Johnson told The Free Lance–
Star earlier this year that he only 
intended to teach for a year and 
then he was going to “turn the art 
world upside in New York.”

But he stayed because he fell in 
love with a local girl, Jean Black-
stock, and because he fell in love 
with teaching.

Local icon Johnny Johnson dies
PETER CIHELKA PHOTOS, THE FREE LANCE-STAR 

Johnny P. Johnson works on ‘Rising Above’ in his downtown Fredericksburg studio. The artist died early Saturday morning.

Public input 
needed on
area plans

ADELE UPHAUS
The Free Lance-Star 

Fredericksburg’s slave auc-
tion block is bigger than many 
people knew. 

When it sat at the corner of 
William and Charles streets—its 
former location for more than 
170 years—a signifi cant portion 

of it was underground. 
Now installed in a ground 

fl oor gallery at the Fredericks-
burg Area Museum, its true size 
is apparent—all 1,000 pounds 
of it. 

But the single chunk of Aquia 
sandstone carries even more 
weight than that. 

“The foundation of this ex-
hibit is for people to understand 
the historical and emotional 
weight of the block,” said Gaila 
Sims, FAM’s new curator of Af-
rican American history and spe-
cial projects. “It is imbued with 
our feelings.”

“A Monumental Weight” is 
the name of the new exhibit 
featuring the auction block that 
opened Saturday. 

The block was on public dis-
play at the museum during the 
fall in 2020, several months after 
it was removed from its former 
location. At that time, it was 
blocked from being immediately 
visible by a partition. 

Sims said that was because 
museum sta�  were worried 
about the profanity that was 
spray-painted on the block when 
it became a focus of the social 
justice protests that occurred 

after George Floyd’s murder. 
But Sims said all the conversa-

tions with community members 
she’s had and all the volumes of 
reading she’s done since starting 
in her position this past August 
led her to the conclusion that 
“people wanted the space to be 
more open.” 

In addition to reading and 
talking, Sims said she spent lots 
of time standing alone before 
the block, thinking, “How can 
we make this space what people 
want and need?”

‘A Monumental Weight’ opens at FAM

TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

The slave auction block that once sat on 
the corner of William and Charles streets 
is the subject of a new Fredericksburg 
Area Museum exhibit.

New exhibit aims to
convey historical and
emotional weight of
slave auction block

Beloved artist, philanthropist, teacher passes away at age 86

Well-wishers greet Johnson at the close of an event kicking o�  ‘Celebrate 
Johnny P. Johnson Day’ at Shiloh Baptist Church Old Site in 2018.

SCOTT 
SHENK

MORE: To see our 
photo gallery, point 
your smartphone 
camera at the QR code, 

then tap the link. 

Please see BLOCK, Page A4

Please see JOHNSON, Page A5

GETTING THERE 

Please see SHENK, Page A4
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Virginia “Ginny” Bea-
ver, 88, joined our Dad
in Heaven on Thursday,
November 3, 2022.

Our Mom, Ginny, was
born in Cottage City,
Maryland. She was the
fifth child of six born
to Josephine and Rob-
ert Conlan. She was the
fun-loving aunt to nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews, a wonderful mother,
and an even better Gram.
Mom was married to
the love of her life, Ray
Beaver, in 1965 and was
blessed with 51 years of
marriage. She missed
him greatly over the last
five years and we know
she is now with him and
is happy and pain-free.

Ginny worked at JC
Penney, Hecht’s/Macys,
and the Bank of Virginia
while raising three chil-
dren with her husband.
She was known to have
many “neighbors” ev-
erywhere she went. She
always had a smile and a
positive word for all who
met her while she built
a home here in Freder-
icksburg, after being in
raised in Maryland. She
loved being at the beach,
going out to lunch, and
chatting with friends
and family over a “ciggie”
and a Manhattan on the
patio.

She is survived by her
children, Ray Beaver (Su-
san), Ginny Ward (Dave),
and Mary Jo Tuley; nine
fabulous grandchildren,

Colleen Beaver and fian-
cé, Austin Evans, Sarah
Young, Russell Tuley,
Conlan Beaver, Jessica
Young, Andrew Tuley,
Donavan Beaver, Brock
Young, and Sierra Bea-
ver; and sisters, Shirley
Martinelli and Sandra
Conlan.

The family will receive
friends from 5 until 7
p.m. Tuesday, November
8, 2022, at Covenant Fu-
neral Service, Fredericks-
burg. A service will be
held 11 a.m. Wednesday,
November 9, 2022, at St.
Jude Catholic Church.

In Honor of our Moth-
er, wear polka dots or
pearls, as these were her
favorites and what she
was known to love and
wear.

Online guest book is
available at covenantfu-
neralservice.com.

Virginia “Ginny” Beaver
Cynthia Q. Kramer,

83, passed away on Mon-
day, October 24, 2022, at
Carriage Hill Health and
Rehab. She was born in
Lancaster, Pa., to the late
Lilian Rynier and Carlton
Quigley.

Survivors include her
children, Brian Herr
(Pam) of Quarryville, Pa.,
Christine Herr-Scanlon
of Lancaster, Pa., and
Sharon Herr of Christia-
na, Pa.; 19 grandchildren,
19 great-grandchildren;
siblings Douglas Quigley
of Lancaster, Pa., and Au-
drey Murphy of Ronks,
Pa.; and friend Rob Frias.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded
in death by her husband,
Paul F. Kramer.

A graveside ser-
vice will be held 11 a.m.
Wednesday, November 9,
2022 at Round Oak Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.

Online guest book is
available at covenantfu-
neralservice.com.

Cynthia Q. Kramer
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THE WINCHESTER STAR

WINCHESTER (AP) — 
A federal trial for a for-
mer Civil War reenactor 
accused of planting a pipe 
bomb at a Virginia battle-
field and threatening to 
disrupt other events has 
been set for next year.

Gerald Leonard Drake, 
63, had been on the docket 
for a jury trial in U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western 
District of Virginia start-
ing Dec. 16. Last week, 
however, a judge ordered 
that the proceedings be 
rescheduled for July to 
give defense attorneys 
more time to prepare, The 
Winchester Star reported.

A federal indictment 
unsealed last month ac-
cused Drake of planting 
a pipe bomb at Cedar 
Creek Battlefield, about 
80 miles west of Wash-
ington, during an annual 
reenactment in October 
2017. The pipe bomb did 
not detonate and was ren-
dered safe by police. But it 
resulted in the cancelation 
of the reenactment after its 
discovery.

The indictment also 
charges Drake with writ-
ing letters threatening vi-
olence at subsequent Ce-
dar Creek reenactments 
as well as at an annual 
Remembrance Day Parade 
in Gettysburg, Pennsylva-
nia. Drake has pleaded not 
guilty.

According to Judge Eliz-
abeth Dillon’s order, his 
trial is now scheduled for 
July 10 to Aug. 4, 2023.

Drake is being held with-
out bond in the Central 
Virginia Regional Jail, the 
newspaper reported. His 
attorney, Donald Pender 
of Charlottesville, filed a 
motion last week asking 
that Drake be released un-
til trial.

The motion says that 
since a prior detention 
hearing, all firearms were 

removed from his home. 
It also says that Drake has 
dietary restrictions due to 
allergies, acid reflux and 
ulcers, and that the jail has 
stopped accommodating 
those restrictions.

“He is currently only 
able to eat bread, water, 
and some fruit. In addi-
tion, his dentures have 
recently broken, and the 
jail has been unable to fix 
them, which further limits 
what he can eat,” the filing 
says.

Christopher Kavana-
ugh, the U.S. Attorney for 
the Western District of 
Virginia, has said Drake 
falsely claimed connec-
tions to antifa — short 
for “anti-fascists” and an 
umbrella term for far-left-
leaning militant groups — 
in his threatening letters to 
hide his actual identity and 
create additional political 
angst.

In reality, according to 
the indictment, Drake was 
a Civil War re-enactor who 
regularly participated in 
events at Cedar Creek un-
til he was expelled from 
his unit in 2014. The in-
dictment does not say that 
his expulsion motived his 
alleged misconduct.

Trial set for reenactor charged 
with planting a pipe bomb

GINGER PERRY, THE WINCHESTER STAR 

Union troops fire upon advancing Confederate troops 
during a reenactment of the Civil War battle of Cedar Creek 
on oct. 18, 2015, at the Cedar Creek battlefield.

JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK — On a quiet 
weekend in movie theaters 
before the upcoming re-
lease of “Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever,” War-
ner Bros.’ “Black Adam” 
topped the box office for 
the third straight weekend 
with $18.5 million in ticket 
sales, according to studio 
estimates Sunday.

“Black Adam,” Dwayne 
Johnson’s bid to launch 
a new DC Films super-
power, has surpassed $300 
million globally in three 
weeks of release, including 
a domestic tally of $137.4 
million. That puts the 
$195 million-budgeted 
film — the third film this 
year to lead the box office 
three consecutive weeks 
— on a trajectory to likely 
surpass the $366 million 
that “Shazam!” grossed 
in 2019, but less certain to 
notch a profit in its theat-
rical run.

When Walt Disney Co.’s 
“Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever” lands in theaters 
Thursday, it’s expected to 
score one of the biggest 
opening weekends of the 
year. Ryan Coogler’s orig-
inal debuted with more 
than $200 million in U.S. 
and Canadian theaters in 
2018, and forecasts sug-
gest it could open with 
around $175 million.

With “Wakanda For-
ever” looming, only one 
new film opened in wide 
release: “One Piece Film: 
Red,” distributed by Sony 
Picture’s anime division, 
Crunchyroll. The Japa-
nese anime sequel, part 
of the “One Piece” fran-
chise, debuted in second 
place with $9.5 million. 
While not as robust as the 
openings of Crunchy-
roll’s “Dragon Ball Su-
per: Super Hero, which 
garnered, $21.1 million in 
August, or Funimation’s 
“Jujutsu Kaisen 0: The 
Movie,” which earned $18 
million in March, “Red” 
again showed that anime 
is proving an uncommonly 
dependable draw in North 
American theaters. 

‘Black Adam’ 
at top of box 
office again

“Our teachers were role 
models bigger than life,” 
said Richardson, who was 
also in one of Johnson’s 
classes. “Although the 
segregated Walker–Grant 
didn’t have the facilities 
of other schools, we had 
all the support we needed 
in the form of the teach-
ers.” 

Richardson said the 
only C he ever received in 
a class was from Johnson. 

“He knew what my 
potential was and that 
I wasn’t living up to it,” 
Richardson recalled. “He 
made me a better person 
because I knew the excel-
lence he expected.” 

Throughout the tur-
bulent 1960s, Johnson 
served as a leader to stu-
dents advocating for civil 
rights in Fredericksburg 
by organizing sit-ins at 
local lunch counters. 

Pamela Bridgewater, a 
career diplomat who was 
also Johnson’s student at 
one time, recalled how he 
was among the leaders 
who taught the students 
about peaceful protest. 

“When several people 
would come to foment 
unrest, he would be there 
to quell it,” she said. 

Johnson would go on 
to teach at James Monroe 
High School and as an 
adjunct professor of art 
at Germanna Commu-
nity College and the Uni-
versity of Mary Washing-
ton—becoming UMW’s 
first Black faculty mem-
ber in 1968. 

In 1977, Johnson was 
named Virginia Teacher 
of the Year, the first time 
an art teacher earned that 
honor. 

He told the Free Lance–
Star earlier this year that, 
“I always have felt good 
about students, because 
... it’s good for them to 
see somebody who cares 
about them as an indi-
vidual, and not how much 
their family’s income [is], 
or what a great athlete 
they are.”

Johnson retired from 
teaching after 32 years 
and became a full-time 
artist. He opened a studio 
on Charles Street and was 
a founding member of Art 
First, the city’s oldest 
artist co-op. 

He was a deacon and 
Sunday School teacher 
at Shiloh Baptist Old Site 
and a lifelong member of 
the NAACP. 

He was a leader of 
Fredericksburg’s Council 
on Human Relations and 
the Fredericksburg Area 
Community Relations 
Organization in the 1960s 
and 1980s, respectively.

When Bridgewater was 
serving as ambassador to 
Benin in the early 2000s, 
she invited Johnson to 
come over and conduct 
art workshops. After the 
visit, Johnson created the 
Benin Art Support Project 
as a way to continue sup-
porting arts education in 
the west African country. 

Bridgewater also in-
vited Johnson to come to 
Jamaica, where she served 
as ambassador from 2010 
to 2013, for the country’s 
celebration for the 50th 
anniversary of its inde-
pendence from the United 
Kingdom. 

There was an exhibit of 
two dozen of his paint-
ings at the U.S. Embassy 
and Johnson visited local 
schools and senior living 
facilities and did multiple 
radio and TV interviews 
talking about his art and 
approach to social com-
mentary.

Johnson was generous 
with his time and his tal-
ent, donating thousands 
of dollars worth of paint-
ings to community orga-

nizations, Richardson 
said. 

In 2018, Fredericksburg 
city officials declared 
July 7 “Johnny P. Johnson 
Day.” There was a packed 
celebration of his life at 
Shiloh Old Site and local 
artist Bill Harris unveiled 
a mural featuring Johnson 
at the back of Corky’s on 
Sophia Street. 

When Harris gave John-
son a paintbrush and asked 
him to add his own touch 
to the mural, Johnson in-
stead wrote, “Bill is great!” 

Greenlaw said she’s 
glad the community had a 
chance to honor Johnson 
while he was still alive. 

“So often we don’t 
honor people while they 
are with us,” she said. 

Adegbalola said that in 
losing Johnson, “the world 
has lost a true Christian, 
a man whose living was 
Christ-like.

“We were blessed by 
having Johnny P. John-
son,” she said. “He was 
just Christ-like in the 
way he treated people. 
He showed us how to live, 
which is what Christ did. 
He showed people a way 
to live.” 

adele Uphaus: 540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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FILE, MIKE MORONES, THE FREE LANCE-STAR 

Johnny P. Johnson kisses his wife, Jean, after they received the dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Humanitarian award at the annual Prayer breakfast in January 2019.

FILE, PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE-STAR 

Fredericksburg artist, educator and humanitarian Johnny 
P. Johnson is honored during ‘Celebrate Johnny P. Johnson 
day’ in Fredericksburg on July 7, 2018.

FILE, ROBERT A. MARTIN, THE FREE LANCE-STAR 

Johnny Johnson talks with Michael evans, 10, about his art 
project for the rappahannock big brothers big Sisters art 
show at old Mill Park in Fredericksburg in June 1988.

SUZANNE CARR ROSSI 

a watercolor by Johnny Johnson.
JOHNNY JOHNSON 

an original painting by Johnny Johnson.

TO PLACE AN OBITUARY
visit https://ads.fredericksburg.com/

fredericksburg-adportal/obits/index.html or
email to flsobits@freelancestar.com.

Obituaries can be published daily in Free
Lance Star and Sunday and Tuesday through
Friday in the Culpeper Star Exponent. We edit
obituaries to conform to newspaper style.

Our obituary office hours are Monday through
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Our deadline
is 3 p.m. for the next publication date. Our

offices are closed on Sundays.
To reach us by phone call

540-374-5410
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