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Transco, indirectly owned by The Williams Companies, Inc. (Williams), filed an application in Docket No. CP22-461-000 with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act for a certificate of public convenience and necessity authorizing 
Transco to construct, install, modify, operate and maintain its Southside Reliability Enhancement Project, (sometimes referred to as the “Project”). 
The Project will enable Transco to provide an additional 423,400 dekatherms per day of firm transportation service to serve incremental natural gas 
supply needs beginning with the 2024/2025 winter heating season.

The Project will consist of the following components: 

• A new all-electric compressor station (CS) in Mecklenburg County, VA (CS 168) containing a 33,000 horsepower electric  
motor-drive (EMD) compressor unit;

• The addition of a 16,000 horsepower EMD compressor unit at the exiting CS 166 in Pittsylvania County, VA;

• Modifications to existing CS 155 in Davidson County, NC;

• Modifications at 3 existing metering stations (Ahoskie, Iredell, and Pleasant Hill) located in Hertford, Iredell, and  
Northampton counties, North Carolina, respectively.

Transco owns and operates an interstate natural gas pipeline system and is regulated by FERC. The company must obtain FERC approval to 
construct the proposed facilities. A separate notice regarding Transco’s application will be mailed to affected landowners and other stakeholders 
involved with the project. Questions on the proposed project should be directed to growthproject@williams.com. 

A copy of Transco’s application is available for review at the Butler Memorial Public Library, 515 N Marshall St, Chase City, VA 23924 and at the 
Boydton Public Library and Mecklenburg County Public Library Headquarters, 1294 Jefferson Street Boydton, VA 23917. The application also 
may be obtained through FERC’s website at http://www.ferc.gov using 
the e-Library link. Enter the docket number CP22-461-000 in the docket 
number field to access the document. User assistance is available at  
customer@ferc.gov or toll free at 866-208-3676 (TTY, call 202-502-8659).

A pamphlet, An Interstate Natural Gas Facility on My Land? What Do  
I Need To Know?, that provides information for landowners is also 
available on FERC’s website: https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/
files/2020-05/whatdoineedtoknow.pdf 

Any interested party may participate in the proceeding by making a 
filing with FERC by mail to: 12225 Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 
20852. Additional information regarding FERC’s regulations, policies or 
procedures is available on FERC’s website at http://www.ferc.gov or  
from FERC’s Office of External Affairs at 866-208-3372. 
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Williams operates the Transco pipeline, which transports natural gas 
to consumers located throughout the northeastern and southeastern 
United States.

He began flight training in 
Pensacola, Fla. in October 
2002 and was designated a 
Naval Aviator less than two 
years later, in June of 2004. 

Enos spent several more 
months training at Naval 
Air Station Lemoore as a 
Super Hornet pilot before 
being assigned to the Dia-
mondbacks, a strike fighter 
squadron based in Atsugi, 
Japan.

It was after this tour, 
when he was deployed on 
the USS Kitty Hawk, that 
he was selected to attend 
TOPGUN. 

The “school,” also 
known as the Navy Fighter 
Weapons School, has a 
simple mission: prevail in 
combat. It was established 
during the Vietnam War 
after naval aviators were 
sustaining high levels of 
casualties despite superior 
aircraft and weapons tech-
nology. The school brought 
in experts to train the pilots 
and naval flight officers on 
how to take advantage of 
technological innovations 
and properly engage enemy 
targets.

The men and women se-
lected for TOPGUN are not 
the hot-dog pilots shown 
in the movies. Enos sheep-
ishly acknowledges, “my 
[Weapons Systems Officer] 
WSO Training Officer was 
in a lot of the flying scenes 
in the new Top Gun: Mav-
erick movie. He was an in-
structor at TOPGUN when 
they filmed it.”

According to the Navy’s 
description of the program, 
“this school doesn’t accept 
aviators with an ego, or 
those who fly with a death 
wish. Here, they don’t fly 
to break the rules, but to 

define them for the rest of 
the fleet.” In other words, 
it’s a lot different than what 
you’ll see up on the screen 
with Tom Cruise pushing 
the limits in a jet aircraft 
cockpit.

Other parts of the pro-
gram description, however, 
more closely match the 
depiction of the Top Gun 
program as seen on the big 
screen: “[Aviators] experi-
ment with new maneuvers 
in dogfighting and air-to-air 
combat. They design meth-
ods for low-level bombing 
runs. Instructors fly as ad-
versaries, testing out enemy 
tactics on their students. 
Each day, pilots push their 
aircraft to the limit, just to 
see what’s possible.”

The pilots attending 
TOPGUN are described 
as Navy flyers who have 
shown themselves to be 
smart and skilled.

Graduating from TOP-
GUN, Enos said, was the 
“kick in the pants” he 
needed at the time. “There 
is a tremendous amount of 
confidence that comes from 
graduating the course, but 
what people don’t realize is 
that there is an even higher 
level of humility that you 
owe to the entire program. 
You have to be able to as-
sess when you aren’t good 
at something, admit it to 
yourself and others and 
show that you too are will-
ing to work hard to fix it.” 

Some graduates of the 
program stay at TOPGUN 
as instructors while oth-
ers head to Strike Fighter 
Weapons Schools on the 
East or West Coasts. Enos 
stated, “I did the east coast. 
While there, the job is to 
train the fleet aviators in 

the newest tactics that the 
instructors at TOPGUN 
develop. Once done with 
that tour, we typically go 
back to a squadron and are 
Training Officers who are 
responsible for the overall 
training for all of the avia-
tors in our squadron.”

While attending TOP-
GUN, Enos was the East 
Coast’s subject matter ex-
pert in Laser Guided Weap-
ons and Targeting Pods 
before becoming a Train-
ing Officer for VFA-11, the 
Red Rippers strike fighter 
squadron stationed at Na-
val Air Station Oceana in 
Virginia.

In 2010 and 2011, as a 
member of the Red Rippers 
for the first time, Enos sup-
ported operations Enduring 
Freedom and New Dawn. 
He also qualified for Air 
Wing Strike Lead and Air 
Interdiction Mission Com-
mander. 

He followed that tour as 
the Administration Officer, 
Maintenance Officer, and 
Operations Officer with 
the VFA-22 Fighting Red-
cocks, a fighter squadron 
stationed at Lemoore, Cali-
fornia. In 2014 and 2015 
he flew from the USS Carl 
Vinson in support of Oper-
ation Inherent Resolve.

In December 2021 Enos 
returned to the Red Rip-
pers, this time as the Com-
mander of the 275 member 
squadron that includes 35 
aviators and six other TOP-
GUN graduates, the Execu-
tive Officer, three depart-
ment heads, and two train-
ing officers. He brought 
with him a key lesson he 
learned from the instructors 
at TOPGUN. He explained, 
“The best instructors are 

the ones that point out their 
mistakes first before they 
call you on yours. When 
those are the folks teach-
ing the fleet aviators, that 
culture permeates the en-
tire profession. It is not un-
common to hear an aviator 
point out every one of their 
mistakes before turning 
their judgment on someone 
else’s performance.” 

On May 20, the Navy an-
nounced that Commander 
Enos became the newest 
member of an even more 
elite group of aviators af-
ter completing his 1,000th 
arrested landing. This one 
was aboard USS Harry S. 
Truman (CVN 75), where 
he is currently assigned 
with his squadron.

Since naval aviation be-
gan in 1911, fewer than 
360 pilots have achieved 
the milestone of 1,000 ar-
rested landings, also known 
as traps. Arrested landing 
is used when an aircraft 
lands on an aircraft carrier, 
and involves a mechanical 

system deployed to rapidly 
decelerate an aircraft as it 
lands.

When the squadron an-
nounced Enos’ accomplish-
ment on its social media 
page on May 31, more than 
100 people shared the news 
and congratulated Enos, 
among them were former 
Red Ripper flyers.

In a statement released 
by the Navy following his 
achievement, Enos said, “I 
had always thought 1,000 
was just a number. When 
I finally got it, I was able 
to look back on what has 
been a fruitful career when 
it comes to all this.”

Arlene says she does not 
know if Enos plans to retire 
anytime soon. It took Enos 
18 years to achieve the first 
1,000 traps; his first one 
was in 2004. She hopes he 
does not have plans to go 
for another 1,000.

Instead, Arlene said she’d 
prefer that her son come 
home. His wife Donna and 
two children Emma and Ja-

cob live in Virginia Beach, 
the home base for his Red 
Ripper Squadron. She add-
ed that now he’s achieved 
1,000 safe landings on an 
aircraft carrier, she at least 
worries a little less.

Enos offers no evidence 
that he plans to leave the 
service after 20 years. 
When asked the best part of 
the job he says, “For me the 
best part, besides the flying 
during the course, has been 
the added pressure. There is 
a level of expectation that 
once you put on the patch 
you represent more than 
just yourself. That pressure 
causes you to constantly 
strive to stay sharp. That 
drive is something that I 
can’t describe, but I have 
now realized that it gave 
me a ton of extra motiva-
tion.”

Enos says he also enjoys 
“the responsibility of pass-
ing on knowledge. In short, 
I like the culture that the 
institution of TOPGUN has 
created in Naval Aviation.”

ENOS From page A1

Navy TOPGUN airman Matthew Enos preparing for flight. (Courtesy photo)
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Vote put off 
on Randolph 
Solar; siting 
deal in works
Charlotte supes to meet again 
June 13 to study project details   

By SUSAN KYTE 
Sun Staff Writer

After hearing from a divided public, the Char-
lotte County Board of Supervisors deferred ac-
tion last week on a conditional use permit for 
the 800-megawatt Randolph Solar project that 
SolUnesco wants to build in southeast Charlotte 
County.

Charlotte County supervisors postponed a deci-
sion on the massive solar array at a special called 
meeting on June 1. Supervisors agreed to convene 
again for a June 13 special meeting, at which time 
the board expects to have a siting agreement with 
SolUnesco in hand.

Several citizens and board members raised 
questions at the June 1 meeting that are typically 
addressed in a siting agreement. Such agreements 
allow localities and solar developers to negotiate 
project conditions that address a wide range of 
concerns — everything from compensation to lo-
cal governments to the mitigation of environmen-
tal impacts to the provision of related services, 
such as broadband internet.

Discussions about the siting agreement will take 
place in a closed session, not open to the public, 
starting at 5 p.m. June 13, ahead of the regular-
ly scheduled monthly meeting of the Charlotte 
County Board of Supervisors.

The 20-plus speakers who addressed the board 
at the June 1 meeting were nearly equally divided 
between those for and against the Randolph Solar 
Project. Some of the project backers who spoke 
up have land on which SolUnesco holds an op-
tion to install solar panels. Two of the speakers 
opposing the project were from outside Charlotte 
County and do not own land in the area.

Board of Supervisors Chair Gary Walker said 
the board also received a petition of support signed 

50¢

Wednesday,  June 8 ,  2022 n   Volume 47,  No.  23

Largest Circulated Newspaper in Mecklenburg County  •  Established 1976

www.sovanow.comtoday’s lake level: 302.73 feet

CLARKSVILLE KICKS OFF SUMMER CONCERT SERIES, CLASSIC CAR SHOW  »  SEE PAGE A9

REAL WORLD TOP GUN

Matthew Enos, a 
TOPGUN Navy pi-
lot and command-
ing officer of Strike 
Fighter Squadron 
(VFA) 11, based out 
of Virginia Beach. At 
right, he makes an 
arrested landing on 
an aircraft carrier 
— a maneuver Enos 
has completed more 
than 1,000 times.

3 pulled from lake 
after boat capsizes

Three persons were pulled from Buggs Island 
Lake over the weekend after the boat they were 
aboard capsized near Buoy 21 in the Clarksville 
area. No one involved in the incident was injured 
and all three subjects were returned to land safely.

On Sunday night, the Clarksville Police Depart-
ment received a report of people yelling for help, 
which was possibly coming from a wooded area 
near the lake. When it was discovered that the in-
dividuals in need of help were actually in the lake, 
water rescue units were dispatched. At 10:10 p.m. 
Sunday night, Clarksville, South Hill and Lake 
Gaston volunteer fire departments responded 
to the scene, along with Mecklenburg Rescue, 
Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office, Clarksville 
Police Department, and the Virginia Department 
of Wildlife Resources.

First responders arrived on scene and located 

With the impending consolidation of 
the county’s high schools and middle 
schools in Baskerville, Mecklenburg 
County Public Schools is looking to 
give away items of historical value 
from the soon-to-be shuttered schools 
to the public.

MCPS is offering the public an op-
portunity to acquire certain items cur-
rently housed at Bluestone Middle or 
Bluestone High School and Park View 

Middle or Park View High School.
“We are offering the historical items 

to the community,” said School Board 
Clerk Paula Giammatteo, “because we 
do not have enough room to store them 
at the new school or the Central Office, 
and the Library of Virginia is not taking 
any new items as they, too, do not have 
room.”

All four secondary schools have been 
inventoried to determine items that 

may be of historical value. Each of the 
secondary schools is in the process of 
digitally cataloging the historical items. 
The digital copies will be stored on re-
mote servers to protect the data in the 
event that anything happens to the com-
puter systems.

The school division will retain one 
uniform from each team sport from 
each school and one copy of each year-

By SUSAN KYTE 
Sun Staff Writer

There’s “Top Gun” and the movie 
sequel “Top Gun: Maverick,” raking in 
big bucks at a multiplex near you, and 
then there’s the real deal.

Such as locally grown Matthew Enos, 
Commanding Officer of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 11, a true-to-life Navy 
TOPGUN pilot who grew up in Bracey 
and is currently stationed on an aircraft 
carrier in the Mediterraean. 

Only the top one percent of naval 
aviation pilots ever get the chance to 
wear the TOPGUN patch — a universal 
symbol of aviation superiority — that 

comes with completing the Navy Strike 
Fighter Tactics Instructor program 
(SFTI program) at the Naval Aviation 
Warfighting Development Center in 
Fallon, Nevada.

The 13-week program teaches fighter 
and strike tactics and techniques to se-
lected naval aviators and naval flight 
officers.

Enos moved to the Bracey area in 
1990 with his family, parents David and 
Arlene Enos. He is a graduate of Bruns-
wick Academy. 

Enos’ mother Arlene said her son 
spent much of his youth around “Navy 
men.” His father was a Master Chief 

who took his son to aviation shows, 
offering spectacles such as the Blue 
Angels, the flight demonstration squad-
ron of the United States Navy. “From a 
young age he could name the different 
types of planes,” said Arlene Enos.

Matthew’s father David retired from 
the Navy after 30 years of service. He 
died in 2021.

While she said she can’t pinpoint 
Matthew’s reasons, Arlene recalls her 
son at age 11 announcing his plans to 
become a Navy flyer.

Communicating by email, Matthew 
Enos said he knew of the TOPGUN 
program from the original Tom Cruise 
blockbuster — it was released in 1986 
when he was seven years old — “but I 
had no idea of how the program really 
worked until I started flying Super Hor-
nets. Essentially, you learn to become a 
teacher. It is intense and yes you are at 
the top of your game when you finish, 
but the real purpose is to return the fa-
vor to the fleet aviators through instruc-
tion. 

“The real reason I wanted to go to 
TOPGUN was out of sheer respect 
for the SFTIs (Strike Fighter Tactics 
Instructors), or as we call them ‘patch 
wearers’ that I met along the way. I 
wanted to be like them. They were the 
ultimate professionals in my eyes.” 

After graduating from Virginia Tech 
in 2002 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial and Systems Engineering 
with a minor in leadership and business, 
Enos was commissioned in the Navy. 

Bracey man wears the TOPGUN patch as elite Naval aviator

TOPGUN pilot Matthew Enos celebrates his 1,000th “trap” landing See ENOS, page A6

Historical items from soon-to-close schools shared

See ITEMS, page A3 See RESCUE, page A3

See RANDOLPH, page A8
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By SUSAN KYTE
Sun Staff Writer

When it comes to student 
learning, school facilities 
matter — a conclusion that 

could double as the mantra of Ballou 
Justice Upton Architects, the firm that 
designed Mecklenburg County’s new 
secondary school complex.

The Mecklenburg County Middle 
and High School campus in Baskerville 
is a winner in both design and learning 
environment, according to BJU com-
pany president and lead architect Billy 
E. Upton.

In 2020, the Richmond-based archi-
tectural firm received the “Outstanding 
Design” award from American Universi-
ty & School for Mecklenburg County’s 
middle and high school complex. In 
addition to its aesthetically-pleasing 
look and feel, the secondary school is 
outfitted with cutting-edge technol-
ogy to enhance learning and improve 
security. 

Friday’s ribbon cutting in Baskerville, 
attended by Gov. Glenn Youngkin and 
state and local leaders, represents the 
culmination of more than three years of 
work by the 117-year-old business led 
by Billly Upton.

He and BJU design team members 
were tasked with developing a facility 
that could accommodate nearly 3,000 
students in a learning environment that 
is light-filled, safe and secure, and fully 
equipped to prepare students for future 
careers and opportunities at home and 
globally.

Designing a 330,000 square foot 
secondary school complex does not hap-
pen overnight, Upton noted in a recent 
interview at his Richmond office. The 
process is far more complicated than 
simply conjuring up a set of colorful 
images of the new building, both inside 
and out. In the nearly 40 years that 

Upton has been with the firm, he has 
designed or been involved in the design 
of nearly a half-dozen award-winning 
school buildings in Alexandria, Pow-
hatan, Essex County, Warren County, 
and Staunton. BJU Architects designed 
Thomas Jefferson High School for Sci-
ence and Technology in Fairfax County, 
widely recognized as one of the top high 
schools in the U.S.

Upton’s design imprint is also found 
at South Hill Elementary School and 
schools in Virginia Beach, Charlot-
tesville, Dinwiddie County, Norfolk, 
Richmond, Fairfax County, Blacksburg, 
Caroline County, Henrico County and 
Chesterfield County.

School design is an involved process 
that first calls on Upton and fellow 
architects to spend time with individual 
clients to ascertain their needs and 
wants. Upton said during those first 
meetings, “we ask many questions — 
the most important being, ‘tell us what 
you want.’

“I then take their vision, add in my 
team and discuss the project with other 
players in the community such as law 
enforcement as well as students and 
faculty, everybody who has something 

Above, the Ballou Justice Upton architects and consultants who designed the 
Mecklenburg County High School/Middle School complex. They are Keith J. 
Neubert, an electrical engineer with Pace Collaborative, BJU Director of Finance 
Ben Upton, Billy Upton, President of BJU and lead architect, project manager and 
architect Eddie Evans, architect and engineering manager, Marcia Powers, and 
educational specialists Jack Moyer. Not shown is planner and interior designer 
Dian Paulin.

From vision to reality: Behind the scenes, a 
complex process to build MCHS-MCMS 

See ARCHITECTS, page B2

Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin celebrates the dedication of the new school in a ceremony Friday inside the main gym. (David Conner II photos)
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I am honored to be a part of the team that brought 
the first new school building to Mecklenburg County 
in more than a decade. This thoughtfully designed 
building with its state-of-the-art technology, and 
focus on energy efficiency, safety and learning will 
prepare our students for the world of today and 
tomorrow at home and globally.

Glenn Edwards
District 9 School Board Member

Leadership is the art of persuading people to work 
together toward a common goal. I am proud to be 
a member of the team that helped create a facility 
I know will allow our students to reach their full 
potential and become the leaders of tomorrow.

Glanzy Spain
District 2 Supervisor

The new era of Mecklenburg County High School & Middle School
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to say. I integrate those fragments and 
ensure the building I design is also code 
compliant.”

Early in the process, a visit to the site 
to assess the topography and scope out 
issues that need to be addressed with 
the design must happen before Ballou 
Justice Upton Architects can develop 
architectural drawings.

In the case of the MCHS-MCMS 
site, the land at the corner of Wooden 
Bridge Road and Highway 58 was bi-
sected by a broadband cable and housed 
a graveyard, both of which had to be re-
located. There were also areas designated 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources as being historically signifi-
cant that had to be left untouched. A 

vein of granite ran through much of the 
property. This rock formation had to be 
removed before footers could be poured 
for the foundation.

Upton said the one topographic fac-
tor he knew had to change after his 
first visit was the “mountain of dirt” at 
the front of the property. “I remember 
looking at it and saying this has to come 
down.”

Each person on the BJU team plays an 
important role in the design and build 
process. It’s Upton job to develop the 
initial design in consultation with archi-
tect and engineering manager Marcia 
Powers and educational specialist Jack 
Moye. It was Powers who pushed for 
every classroom to have windows and a 
connection to the outside. She said hav-
ing natural light in the classroom keeps 
students more engaged — the opposite 
of what most people would suspect.

Moye said his role was to look at the 
building, not only in terms of design 
but also from an educational point of 
view. Another member of the team, 
consultant and electrical engineer 
Keith J. Neubert with Pace Collabora-
tive, provided input on the mechanical 
plumbing and electrical needs, an area 
that encompasses countless questions. 
Do the lights illuminate properly? Will 
the mechanicals fit in the spaces above 
the ceiling? And so on. 

BJU Architects planner and interior 

designer Dian Paulin is in charge of 
overseeing the interior design – color 
schemes and materials.

It falls to Powers to create a 3D im-
age of Upton’s design. “It allows us to 
see ahead and work out issues,” Upton 
explained. 

Powers also writes the detailed speci-
fications. These are the instructions to 
the contractor that are used for pricing, 
purchasing and construction. “They are 
multi-faceted and complex,” Powers 
explained.

Upton said the design of MCHS-
MCMS was successful because it 
respects the vision of the school divi-
sion, which was focused on four key 
elements: career literacy, strengthened 
academics, development of career and 
technical skills, and community engage-
ment. Powers called Mecklenburg’s new 
facility “a complete teaching environ-
ment that also fulfills the Virginia 
Department of Education standards, the 
Profile of a Virginia Graduate.”

The work of the architects does not 
end with the final design. Prior to and 
during construction, they prepare work 
schedules and detailed instructions on 

ARCHITECTS 
 From page B1

Looking out from the school’s entrance; Phoenix sideline trim on the gym floor. 
(David Conner II photos)

See DESIGN, page B3
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Congratulations to Mecklenburg County on the 
completion of the new middle/high school complex. 
Thank you on behalf of B&B Consultants for allowing 
your local engineering firm to play such a key role on 
this project in designing the civil-site infrastructure, 
athletic fields, and highway improvements. Having 
grown up in Mecklenburg County and attending 
Park View middle and high schools, it has personally 
been an honor to be a part of the design team for a 
facility that will continue to serve the community for 
generations to come. Go Phoenix!!!

 Sam Carroll, C.E.O.
 B&B Consultants, Inc.

www.bandbcons.com

We are thankful for the 
opportunity to be part of 

Mecklenburg County’s 
educational goals and are proud
of the design and its impact on 

the learning environment it
offers to the students as we

move toward the future. 

301 Virginia Avenue  Clarksville, VA 23927
434-374-5914   www.hitesclothing.com

Congratulations
to the

Mecklenburg County 
School Complex!
Go Phoenix!

From your friends at Hite's!

the types of materials to be installed, along with sug-
gested manufacturers.

Ben Upton, BJU Finance Director, is brought in 
to ensure that everyone understands the scope of the 
work. Architect and project manager Eddie Evans was 
in charge of coordinating the project, working with the 
general contractor and subcontractors to keep the pace 
of construction on schedule and true to the design.

Building a facility of this size and scope during 
the COVID-19 pandemic added another layer of 
complexity. “It was tricky getting some parts,” Upton 
explained, adding “we are still in the commissioning 
process.” In other words, Upton said the building does 
not have a certificate of occupancy, which must happen 
before students return to school on September 12.

He and the BJU team are proud of the design and 
function of the MCHS-MCMS facility. “We are ex-
cited to be part of the school,” said Upton. “It is going 
to be an amazing school for kids and the community. 

The MCHS-MCMS team
BJU architect Billy E. Upton, architect and 

project manager Eddie Evans, architect and 
engineering manager Marcia Powers, planner and 
interior designer Dian Paulin, educational special-
ists Jack Moye and Regina Yitbarek, associated 
architects Glave & Holmes and consultants 
Keith J. Neubert, an electrical engineer with Pace 
Collaborative, Alpha Corporation, engineer and 
company CEO Sam Carroll with B&B Consul-
tants, Hurt & Proffitt, Convergent Technologies 
Design Group and Culinary Advisors.

DESIGN From page B2

 Above, guests at the dedication ceremony admire the building’s exterior; below, JROTC students and members 
of VFW Roanoke River Post 8163 in Clarksville raise the flag over the facility. (David Conner II photos)

From the Aug 22 edition
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Hooking them 
in: 40 years of 
found fish lures
By SUSAN KYTE
Sun Staff Writer

I
t’s been more than forty years since Betty Gould, 
on a whim, began her hobby of collecting lost 
and discarded fishing lures.

Today much of her collection, which exceeds 
two thousand lures, is proudly displayed from 
the rafters and on the walls of the deck of her 

home on Third Street in Clarksville.
She said her daughters Gay Dodson and Ren 

Hite moved the collection from her former resi-
dence on Second Street to the cabin where she now 
resides.

Gould ran out of room to display them all on the 
porch, so an untold number are stashed in the lower 
level of her home.

Gould said her fascination with lures began in 
the 1980s as she was cleaning up the beachhead near 
her home. The lures would wash up on the shore 
that locals know as Gypsy Beach. Instead of discard-
ing them, she would bring them to the house.

Even four decades years ago, Buggs Island Lake 
was host to a wide variety of fishing tournaments. 
Anglers would lose their lures when bass evaded 
capture, or if their lines got tangled in the many logs 
that floated down the lake from the Dan River to 
the west. “Back in the day the fishermen were not 
allowed to get off their boats to retrieve their lures,” 
Gould explained.

By the 1990s she’d recruited several friends to 
join her on hunting expeditions — Nancy Ayers, 
Jeanne Morgan, Joanie Burnett and Grace Taylor. 
They would often spend the entire day on the water 
looking for stray lures.

“Betty was the spotter,” said Morgan of the 
group’s ringleader.

Morgan said they would watch the weather and 
head out on one of their excursions after the lake 
waters had receded following heavy rains.

Gould added, “We have a lot of good memories.”
Gould said her treasure trove is not limited to 

lures. On more than one expedition she found 
arrowheads, likely carved by Native Americans who 
lived in the area in the 1600s and earlier. Once she 
even found an ancient, hand-carved head of a spear.

She and her merry band also liked to collect 
driftwood, some of which was used to make the 
steps that lead from her back yard down to Gypsy 

Beach. Fishing hats and cork bobbers were other 
cherished collectibles.

Gould could not say how many bobbers she has, 
but her hat collection numbers around 50.

Gould says her best day for finding lures was in 
the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Fran, which 

LOST AND FOUND  
LAKE COUNTRY TREASURES

 ◗ Much of Betty Gould’s fishing lure collection hangs from the rafters of her porch in Clarksville. Below, she and 
her friends — Jeanne Morgan, Nancy Ayers and Joanie Burnett — who helped to find the discarded and lost lures 
over the span of four decades.  (Susan Kyte photos)

See LURES, page 5
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www.ruddscreekmarina.com
434-738-7655

www.ruddscreekmarina.com
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www.ruddscreekmarina.com
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www.satterwhitept.com 
252-430-1300

Two marinas on Kerr Lake to serve you
* Both gas docks have No Ethanol Gas * Discount 
Marine Supplies * Snacks, Drinks and Ice Cream

* Pirates of the Kerribean t shirts * Lake Signs and 
Gifts * Everything for a day at the lake!

blew through the area in 
1996. “I found 40 lures in 
one cove.”

Gould’s favorite lures 
include a silver lure found 
in the waters near Meri-
field Acres and ones made 
by famed fishing expert 
Bill Dance. These she 
keeps in a special place on the deck.

She has more than 100 Bill Dance 
lures in various colors. She also has 
lures from another famous maker, 
Benji White.

According to The Spruce Crafts, an 
online information site for collectors, 
the most valuable lures are usually 
made of wood and have glass eyes. 
Some very rare examples can be worth 
more than $20,000.

Burnett said she’s proudest of the 
mobile she made for Gould from 
collected bobbers. It, too, has a prized 
location on Gould’s porch.

Gould said she’s never valued her 

collection but knows some are likely 
considered collector’s items. She said 
she also knows that there is a demand 
for all types of vintage lures, and some 
are more valuable than others, but 
she said she plans to leave the lures to 
family members when she passes away.

Gould, who is now in her 90s, says 
she doesn’t get out on the water much 
anymore and so her collecting days are 
in the past. But she still enjoys looking 
at her many treasures as she sits on 
her porch near Buggs Island Lake and 
reminisces with friends Ayers, Burnett 
and Morgan about their days hunting 
for fishing lures. 

 ◗ Joanie Burnett shows off a mobile she made for her friend Betty Gould from cork 
bobbers collected around Buggs Island Lake. (Susan Kyte photos)
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