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By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

It was sunrise on Jan. 4 and Alcenia Smith, her daughter Cheyanne Cannon, her two sisters  
and her two young granddaughters had been stranded in their car on Brooke Road 

 in Stafford County overnight.
They had consumed the supply of snacks and water that was supposed to last them  

the rest of the way home to New York. They’d left North Carolina, where they were visiting family 
for the holidays, the day before and they were still dressed for balmy  

74-degree weather when they drove straight into a snowstorm, Smith said.

Stafford family takes 
in stranded motorists

Stefanie Hughes 

The Hughes family pose with the people they housed and fed after they were stranded during the Jan. 3 snowstorm.

IN A SNOWSTORM, EVERYONE IS A ‘FELLOW PASSENGER’

Peter Cihelka / The Free Lance–Star

Craig and Stefanie Hughes invited two dozen stranded 
motorists to stay in their Brooke Road home in Stafford.

They stopped in Freder-
icksburg to fill up their gas 
tank and instead of taking 
them back to Interstate 95, 
GPS routed them to Brooke 
Road.

“We’re from New York—
you know, if you can make 
it there, you can make it 
anywhere—but there was 
tons of ice on the road and 
we felt the tires slipping 
and ended up getting stuck 
in the road,” Smith said.

They had no cell service 
and could pick up no Wi-Fi 
signal. They called 911 and 
were told that everything 
was shut down because of 
the storm.

“That right there was a 

little scary,” Smith said. 
“We were on a secluded 
back road in an area we 
didn’t know and we were 
six Black women in a pre-
dominantly white area. 
That raised fear because 
we didn’t know the area.”

Smith, her two sisters 
and Cannon slept in shifts 
through the night and 
when morning came, Can-
non decided to walk up the 
road to find something for 
her daughters to eat.

“She said, ‘Ma, my girls 
have to eat,’ ” Smith said.

Cannon was struggling 
through a foot of snow in 
sneakers along a road with 

SEE SNOWED IN, A16

By CATHY DYSON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

After nearly two years of the 
pandemic, has the death toll from 
COVID-19 reached the point that 
almost everyone knows someone 
who has died from the virus?

“I would say absolutely,” said An-
gie Snyder, operations director at 
Healthy Generations Area Agency 
on Aging. “If you don’t know some-
one directly, it’s someone that you 
have met in passing or it’s someone 
who is close to someone you love.”

Those on Snyder’s list include 
about 60 clients of Healthy Genera-
tions, which provides resources to 
those 55 and older in the Rappahan-
nock Area Health District—Freder-
icksburg and the counties of Caro-
line, King George, Spotsylvania and 
Stafford.

Clients claimed by COVID rep-
resent about one out of every 10 
people helped by the agency.

“When the other clients find out 
their friend has passed way, it’s re-
ally very hard and very sad,” Snyder 
said. “It just makes everyone think 
about life and how brief it really is.”

Last week was particularly sober-
ing in that department, as 15 virus-
related deaths were reported in the 
local health district. Those who died 
ranged in age from a Stafford Coun-
ty boy under 10 to men and women 
over 80 from every locality in the 
health district except King George. 
Of the 15 deaths, nine residents were 
white, five were Black and one was 
Hispanic.

Across the United States, an 
average of 2,500 Americans died 
every day last week, according to 
national data. The 15 local deaths 
are among 32 people whose virus-
related deaths have been reported so 
far this year and 444 local residents 
who’ve died from COVID-19 since 
the pandemic began in March 2020.

They are “tremendous” losses, 
said Doug Boggs, a Spotsylvania 
County resident who views the long 
arm of COVID on several fronts. 
The retired Spotsylvania fire and 
rescue division chief helped work 
on emergency management plans 
that were put in place when the pan-
demic began.

He shares daily information with 
his church, Fredericksburg United 
Methodist, so people will be aware 
of the transmission level in the 
community. And he also works part 
time in local funeral homes.

Late fall and early winter always 

‘Very sad’ 
COVID toll 
continues 
to mount
15 VIRUS-RELATED DEATHS  
WERE REPORTED IN LOCAL 
HEALTH DISTRICT LAST WEEK

SEE LOCAL DEATHS, A16

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A 34-year-old Stafford 
man has been arrested in 
connection with the ab-
duction of a child Friday 
afternoon in North Staf-
ford, police said.

Steven Randall Wil-
liams was taken into cus-
tody early Saturday fol-
lowing a nearly 5-hour 

standoff at 
his residence 
o n  O w e n 
S t r e e t  i n 
Eastern View 
subdivision, 
Sheriff’s Maj. 
Shawn Kim-
mitz said.

According to Kimmitz, a 
9-year-old girl was walk-
ing from her school bus 
stop on Embrey Mill Road 

about 2:50 p.m. when 
she was approached by a 
stranger who asked her 
for directions. The man 
suddenly grabbed the girl, 
carried her to his car and 
put her in the passenger’s 
seat.

As the suspect went 
around the car to the driv-
er’s side, the girl was able 
to open the passenger door 
and escape. Williams was 

identified as the suspect 
following an investigation 
that included a picture of 
his car and multiple tips 
from the public.

An arrest warrant was 
obtained, Kimmitz said, 
and the SWAT team went 
to Williams’ home shortly 
before 9 p.m. Friday to 
take him into custody. 
Police sent a drone into the 
home, used a crisis nego-

tiation team to try to com-
municate with Williams 
and deployed chemicals, 
but Williams repeatedly 
refused to respond, police 
said.

Finally, police dog “Ti-
tan” went into the resi-
dence and found Wil-
liams, who was taken into 
custody without further 
incident. He is being held 
without bond in the Rap-

pahannock Regional Jail.
Williams was no strang-

er to Stafford authori-
ties. In February 2016, he 
and an accomplice broke 
into a residence on Sierra 
Drive in southern Staf-
ford and tied up a woman 
and her 10-year-old son. 
After threatening the vic-
tims, the intruders stole a 

Police arrest released felon in Stafford kidnapping attempt

Williams

SEE Arrest, A16
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no sidewalk when she 
heard a voice asking, “Do 
you need help? Is every-
thing OK?”

The voice belonged to 
Stefanie Hughes, a spe-
cial education teacher 
at Mountain View High 
School.

Hughes and her hus-
band, Craig, happened 
to be outside early that 
morning attempting to 
help a car that had gotten 
stuck in their driveway.

“I started to sort of 
see this exodus of people 
walking up Brooke Road—
this very fast, dangerous 
road that no one walks 
on,” Stefanie Hughes said. 
“We looked just down the 
hill and we could see there 
was a big semi truck jack-
knifed across the road and 
at least 10 other vehicles 
stuck behind them, where 
they’d been since 8 or 
9 p.m. the night before.”

Hughes didn’t stop to 
think. She invited the first 
family she encountered—
a single mother traveling 
with her 4-year-old and 
her grandmother—into 
her house.

“I said, come inside, 
we’ve got the back room 
warm and you can get 
what you need,” Hughes 
said. “Then I got my son to 
walk with me and we en-
countered another young 
woman walking up the 
road with tears streaming 
down her face. She said, ‘I 
don’t know where I am and 
I don’t want to be in the car 
anymore.’ ”

T h at  w a s  C a n n o n . 
Hu g h es  a nd  h e r  s on 
Craig—a junior at Stafford 
High School—accompa-
nied Cannon back to the 
car, where Smith and the 
rest of the family were 
waiting.

“The gesture that con-
firmed to me that this 
family were angels on 
earth was that Craig came 
up and offered his help and 
he asked for [my grand-
daughter’s] permission to 
approach her or touch her,” 
Smith said. “That shows 
the kind of parents he has. 
That touched my soul.”

The Hughes family end-
ed up taking three fami-
lies—a total of 24 people—
into their home that day.

They set up air mat-
tresses, and borrowed 
army cots and trundle 
beds for everyone. They 
kept their generator going 
to heat the entire house 
as much as possible and 

lit fires in every fireplace. 
They cooked beef stew, 
spaghetti and meatballs 
and waffles on a hot plate 
on a single burner for ev-
eryone.

They loaned extra cold 
weather gear to the visit-
ing children so everyone 
could play in the snow 
together.

The families stayed 
with Hughes for two days 
until crews were able to 
clear Brooke Road.

“You don’t receive that 
treatment sometimes 
from your own family, 
let alone from complete 
strangers of the opposite 
race,” Smith said. “There’s 
nothing in life I can do to 
repay them. You don’t get 
that level of kindness any-
more, especially in this 
topsy-turvy world.”

Hughes and her hus-
band have five biological 
children and one adopted 
child, and have been ther-
apeutic foster parents to 
about 26 other children 
over 15 years. She believes 
divine intervention was 
involved in leading her to 
Smith, Cannon and the 
other families.

“I’m so grateful that we 
had gone out and checked 
on [the car stuck in their 
driveway],” she said. “I 
don’t know if we would 
have seen them otherwise. 
I’m so devastated that 
they were down the road 
from us all night long in 
this scary, strange place.”

All the families have 
stayed in touch since leav-
ing the Hughes home. 
Hughes’ daughter Charis 
and Cannon’s daughter 
Taylor call each other 
“best friends” and talk on 
the phone for hours sev-
eral times a week, Smith 
said, and Smith is plan-
ning to bring the entire 
Hughes family to visit her 
in Long Island this sum-

mer.
Hughes said the experi-

ence reminded her of lines 
from “A Christmas Carol” 
by Charles Dickens, which 
she had just read with stu-
dents in her class.

In one passage, a char-
acter describes Christmas 
as a time “when men and 
women seem by one con-
sent to open their shut-up 
hearts freely, and to think 
of people ... as if they really 
were fellow passengers to 
the grave.”

“We all are fellow trav-
elers to the grave,” Hughes 
said. “No matter what 
your system of belief is, we 
are in this together, shoul-
der-to-shoulder, and we 
are all going to get caught 
in the storm. No one is im-
mune to that.

“We just happened to 
have the opportunity at the 
time to offer shelter, but 
honestly, I’ve traveled alone 
with my children before, 
and I would pray someone 
would do the same for me,” 
she continued.

Stefanie Hughes said 
her family was blessed by 
being able to provide for 
others.

Several days after the 
early January snow storm, 
weather forecasters were 
predicting another snow-
fall, and Hughes was ready 
to take in more stranded 
motorists.

When that didn’t hap-
pen, Hughes joked around 
with Smith, Cannon and 
the other families she’d 
taken in.

“I told them, ‘You guys, 
it snowed here the other 
night and nobody showed 
up at my door. It was total-
ly boring!’ ” Hughes said. 
“Because that was one of 
the best snowed-in expe-
riences I’ve had in my life.”
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele
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Cheyanne Cannon and 
her daughter, Christen, 
rest after dinner at the 
Hughes family home.

photos by Stefanie Hughes 

The Hughes’ neighbors loaned mattresses and cots for the stranded travelers.

Charis Hughes of 
Stafford and Taylor 
Williams of Long Island, 
N.Y., became friends.

seem to bring increasing 
numbers of deaths, but 
recent surges have been 
even higher—and not just 
because of COVID-19, he 
said.

“We’re having large 
amounts of deaths,” said 
Boggs, who’s helped with 
funerals for five years. 
“I’ve never seen th is 
many.”

In terms of virus-related 
fatalities, it’s not always 
the old and infirm who 
succumb. Boggs recently 
grieved the death of a for-
mer co-worker, a man in 
his 50s who had no other 
health conditions.

The Rev. Dwight Har-
grove Sr. of Zion Hill Bap-
tist Church in Spotsyl-
vania has seen the same. 
The younger brother of 
a member—a man who 
ran 12 miles every morn-
ing—died from COVID-19 
after he and his wife got 
infected, the pastor said.

The wife recovered, but 
the husband, who “was in 
the best of health,” Har-
grove said, died about two 
days after he was hospital-
ized.

“With any death, it al-
ways has an impact on 
your community because 
it’s a loss to a family, it’s a 
circle that’s broken,” the 
pastor said. But deaths 
from COVID-19 “seem to 
be spiraling because some 
of the community are 
not taking this seriously. 
There’s this laissez-faire 
attitude, that it’s not gon-
na touch me or if it does, I 
can bounce back.”

Boggs also acknowledg-
es the denial, that people 
seem to think it won’t 
happen to them.

“Unfortunately, it does,” 
he said.

Meg Pemberton is a 
geriatric care manager 
who runs ElderCare Con-
nections, a business that 
offers solutions for the 
elderly. Her family, friends 
and almost everyone she 
meets through work share 
stories about COVID loss-
es, but as with the others, 
not all have been older 
people.

“The number that have 
experienced a COVID-re-
lated death is heartbreak-
ing,” she said. “I think of 
young families in which 
both parents have died. 
The lives of their children 
have been irrevocably 
changed. Families who 
could not be with their 

loved ones as they died 
will experience a grief un-
like many others. Moving 
on from these tragedies is 
beyond difficult.”

It’s almost too much for 
words, said the Rev. Gina 
Anderson–Cloud, senior 
pastor at Fredericksburg 
United Methodist.

“I don’t think that we 
can fully absorb the grief, 
the pain, the fallout, the 
loss,” she said. “At this 
point in this pandemic, 
we’re all just making our 
way through. It just hurts 
too much.”

The local deaths report-
ed last week are a result 
of the fifth surge in virus 
cases since the pandemic 
began and the work of the 
fast-spreading omicron 
variant. As with earlier 
spikes, deaths always lag 
behind new case numbers 
and hospitalizations.

While deaths were re-
ported in batches last 
week—six on Monday 
and eight on Thursday, 
as well as Wednesday’s 
notice about the second 
area child dying from the 
virus—other indicators of 

COVID-19’s presence in 
the community are drop-
ping.

Earlier this month, there 
were 214 patients with 
virus symptoms being 
treated in the Fredericks-
burg area’s three hospitals. 
That’s an all-time pan-
demic record.

On Friday, the patient 
count was down to 127 
people, according to the 
RAHD.

Health officials like for 
the positivity rate, which 
measures the number of 
positive tests among all 
those taken, to hover at 
about 5 percent. For the 
local health district, it was 
32 percent Friday—but 
that’s down from the all-
time high of 44 percent 
two weeks ago.

Likewise, new cases 
have fallen locally. As of 
Friday, an average of 432 
people a day were testing 
positive over a seven-day 
period compared with 532 
per day on Jan. 21 and 807 a 
day on Jan. 14.
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com
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FOCUSING ON OUTBREAKS

Even though new cases of 
COVID-19 are dropping, 
they’re still incredibly steep, 
as more than 3,000 people 
in the Rappahannock Area 
Health District and almost 
74,000 residents statewide 
tested positive last week.
The high numbers prompt-
ed the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health to focus 
on outbreaks and cases in 
high-risk settings instead of 
investigating single cases of 
COVID-19.
“This response is more ef-
fective when a virus spreads 
very easily and quickly and 
many infected people do 
not have symptoms,” ac-
cording to a press release.
The high-risk settings 
include long-term care 
facilities as well as homeless 
shelters, group homes, cor-
rectional facilities, schools 
and workplaces. And, there 
are outbreaks—now defined 
as three or more cases in the 
same place or time—across 
the region, according to a 
state dashboard that tracks 
them.
More than 500 people 
have been infected and at 
least five have died from 
the following outbreaks, 
according to the state health 
department:
CAROLINE COUNTY: 
Bowling Green Health and 
Rehabilitation Center, 39 

cases.
CULPEPER COUNTY: 
Culpeper Health and Reha-
bilitation Center, 74 cases 
and at least one death.
FAUQUIER COUNTY: 
Brookside Rehab & Nursing 
Center, 34 cases and at 
least one death; Poet’s Walk 
Warrenton, eight cases.
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Hughes Home, 22 cases; 
Poet’s Walk Fredericksburg, 
nine cases; and University of 
Mary Washington, 18 cases.
ORANGE COUNTY: 
Dogwood Village, 40 cases.
SPOTSYLVANIA 
COUNTY: Fredericksburg 
Assisted Living, five cases; 
Fredericksburg Health & 
Rehab, 92 cases and at least 
one death; Paramount Se-
nior Living, 41 cases and at 
least one death; and Spring 
Arbor of Fredericksburg, 
five cases.
STAFFORD COUNTY: 
Charter Senior Living 
of Fredericksburg, 43 
cases and at least one death; 
Commonwealth Senior 
Living at Stafford, five cases; 
Marian Manor of Stafford, 
seven cases; and Woodmont 
Center, 55 cases.
WESTMORELAND 
COUNTY: Westmoreland 
Rehabilitation and Health-
care Center, 12 cases.
—Cathy Dyson

number of items.
Williams was arrested 

the next month after his 
girlfriend suffered a drug 
overdose. Items stolen 
during the robbery were 
found in Williams’ home.

Williams received a 35-
year prison sentence, but 
all but two years were sus-
pended after he testified 
against his accomplice and 
against two suspects in 
the Heather Ciccone mur-
der case in Spotsylvania. 
His codefendant in Staf-
ford was ordered to serve 
14 years.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com
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BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PITTSBURGH—Federal investi-
gators on Saturday vowed to put 
a collapsed bridge in a Pittsburgh 
park “under a microscope” as 
they examine evidence, includ-
ing video from a municipal bus 
that plummeted along the span, 
prompting rescuers to rappel 
down a ravine and form a human 
chain to reach a few occupants.

Five vehicles were on the 
bridge along with the bus at the 
time of Friday’s predawn col-
lapse in Frick Park. City officials 
said 10 people, including some 
first responders, were evaluated 
and treated for minor injuries, 

and three people were taken to 
local hospitals with injuries that 
were not life-threatening. The 
collapse ruptured gas lines that 
ran along the bridge, causing a 
large gas leak and the subsequent 
evacuation of several families 
from their homes.

Jennifer Homendy, chair of the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board, said Saturday evening 
that investigators over the com-
ing weeks would “put this bridge 
under a microscope,” looking at 
its “entire history” from design 
and construction, to mainte-
nance and repair through the day 
of the collapse.

A crash reconstructionist on 
Saturday used a drone to map the 
scene and investigators made an 
initial inspection of the struc-
ture and the legs under the deck 
of the bridge, looking for signs 
of corrosion and fatigue cracking 
and also wanting to see how the 
structure came to rest. Investi-
gators were also trying to iden-
tify areas for closer inspection 
and may want to take pieces back 
for laboratory analysis, she said.

Dennis Collins, investigator in 
charge, said structural engineers 
will look at every component of 
the bridge in methodical fashion, 
from supports to truss work to 

joints to the road structure itself.
Investigators have been told 

that the bus has nine cameras 
that were facing numerous di-
rections. “We don’t know the 
quality of that video or what is 
available at this time but we’ll 
want to look at that,” Homendy 
said.

Investigators would look at in-
spection frequency and quality, 
federal and state procedures, and 
also at loads on the bridge and 
how those loads have changed 
over the half-century life of the 
span. In addition, the impact of 
weather and road treatments 
would be examined.

“When I look at the bus, and 
the position of the bus and the 
position of the vehicles, I’m re-
ally thankful that no one lost 
their lives,” Homendy said.

“And then when you’re next to 
the structure, and you’re under-
neath the structure, I mean, the 
damage is massive, massive,” she 
said, adding that the sight “cer-
tainly takes your breath away 
when you’re there.”

Homendy, however, also cau-
tioned people to stay away from 
the park, which remains closed, 
citing the danger from the struc-
ture as well as from vehicles at 
the scene.

Investigators vow to put collapsed bridge ‘under a microscope’

LAS VEGAS (AP)—Some 
shuffling among owners 
could result in rebranding, 
demolition, reconstruction 
and the addition of familiar 
names at some of the Las 
Vegas Strip’s most iconic 
properties.

Caesars Entertainment 
Inc., owner of the vener-
able Bally’s Las Vegas, an-
nounced this week that it 
plans to rename its towers 
the Horseshoe Las Vegas, 
drawing on a name made 
famous at a downtown 
gambling hall that was the 
original home of the World 
Series of Poker.

A few blocks down Las 
Vegas Boulevard, the famed 

Tropicana Las Vegas could 
be demolished or renovat-
ed, according to the direc-
tor of the company offering 
to buy out Rhode Island-
based casino owner Bally’s 
Corp. Bally’s Corp. is buy-
ing the nearly 1,500-room 
resort—a Rat Pack-era at-
traction once known for its 
mob ties.

At The Mirage Hotel & 
Casino, the landmark vol-
cano that has spit fire since 
the hotel opened in 1989 is 
destined to be snuffed out 
once Hard Rock Interna-
tional acquires operations 
of the Polynesian-themed 
property in a cash deal with 
MGM Resorts Internation-
al worth nearly $1.1 billion.

Hard Rock, owned by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
plans to build a massive 
guitar-shaped hotel.

CHANGES COMING 
TO VEGAS STRIP



By BILL LOHMANN
Richmond Times–Dispatch

Late on the morning of 
July 15, Joey Reinhardt 
was at his desk at Barbour 
Printing, the Tappahan-
nock company his fam-
ily has owned for decades, 
when he received an alert 
on his phone: a fire in 
progress.

As a volunteer firefight-
er with the Tappahan-
nock–Essex Volunteer 
Fire Department since he 
was 18, Reinhardt, now 51, 
has learned to take such 
startling notifications in 
stride.

M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e , 
though, the fire being 
reported is not across the 
street.

With a sense of urgency, 
Reinhardt hustled out of 
his office door and raced 
across Prince Street—
“Oh, yeah, it was a run,” he 
said—to make sure people 
in the Martin–Sale Furni-
ture Co. building, where 
the fire had started, were 
getting out. Once he saw 
they were, he headed down 
the block to Prince Street 
Café to alert employees 
and diners eating an early 
lunch that Friday. He sug-
gested employees move 

their vehicles from the 
parking area in the back 
and then helped make sure 
upstairs apartments were 
vacated, and they were.

Though the fire hadn’t 
reached that row of brick 
storefronts, Reinhardt 
knew it could—old build-
ings, close together in 
the town’s historic dis-
trict. The time to clear the 
buildings was right then.

“Then it was just a mat-
ter of needing a whole lot 
of fire trucks,” Reinhardt 
recalled in an interview 
Friday, “and a whole lot of 
water.”

The f ire did indeed 
spread, destroying most 
of the buildings on that 
stretch of Prince Street 
along with adjacent struc-
tures on Water Lane. In all, 
several businesses were 
displaced—including the 
furniture outlet (although 
the main Martin–Sale 
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In 1770, on a farm in what is 
now Caroline County, a man was 
born who played a key part in 
Lewis and Clark’s famed 1803–
06 Expedition to the Pacific.

This man was a hunter and 
carried a firearm, could swim 
and, having an understanding 
of natural remedies, took care of 
members of the expedition when 
they grew ill.

He went on scouting trips and 
had an equal vote with other 
team members on important de-
cisions, such as where to build a 
fort to overwinter on the Oregon 
coast.

He was admired by the Native 
Americans and helped make 
successful trades with them. 
Two geographic features—a se-
ries of islands and a creek—were 
named after him.

Yet unlike every other man 
who accompanied Will iam 
Clark and Meriwether Lewis on 
the historic voyage, he did not 
receive the U.S. government’s re-
ward of double pay and 320 acres 
of land.

That’s because this man—who 

had only one name, York—was 
enslaved by Clark, willed to him 
in 1799 by his father, who owned 
York’s parents.

“Years ago, we acknowledged 
[York in Caroline County,] but 
not to the degree we need to to-
day,” said Carolyn Davis, presi-
dent of Historic Port Royal.

Davis, a retired school princi-

pal, is also the Caroline County 
chair for the Virginia Lewis and 
Clark Legacy Trail, or VLCLT, 
which was initiated in 2010 and 
crosses the state, marking places 
and events that played a role in 
the expedition.

Three years ago, trail orga-
nizers began raising funds to 

Photos by TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Carolyn Davis, the president of Historic Port Royal, stands in the Port Royal Museum of 
American History. She is leading the effort to recognize York, an enslaved American explorer.

Don Sniegowski / Creative Commons

This statue honoring 
York stands in  
Louisville, Kentucky.

Literature about Lewis and Clark and the lesser-known York, a 
key member of the expedition who was owned by William Clark. 

Local effort 
to recognize 

Black explorer

LEWIS AND CLARK WERE NOT ALONE

SEE YORK, A16

By CATHY DYSON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

At one time or another, many 
people probably have gathered 
around a conference table to 
come up with goals and im-
provements for the workplace, 
whether in a giant corporation, 

family business, local govern-
ment or nonprofit.

The ideas get assembled in an 
electronic document or printed 
in a notebook—and there they 
sit.

A recent effort by two major 
entities in the Fredericksburg 
region pulled together surveys 
and meetings with about 100 
organizations over the course of 
almost a year to develop a Com-
munity Health Improvement 

Plan, or CHIP. Those involved 
believe the plan won’t have the 
chance to gather dust.

“This is not pie in the sky,” 
said Barb Barlow, executive 
director of Mental Health of 
America of Fredericksburg. “For 
every strategy that’s listed here, 
you will find an entity accepting 
responsibility.”

In addition, the agency named 
in each objective will sign a 
memorandum of understanding 

with the Rappahannock Area 
Health District, which part-
nered with Mary Washington 
Healthcare for the first time, to 
develop the plan. There will be 
quarterly reviews and updates 
by the group’s core team, which 
also will revise goals as the pub-
lic suggests more ideas.

“What you see here are from 
people who came to the table, 
ready to go,” said Michelle 
Wagaman, prevention services 

director for the Rappahannock 
Area Community Services 
Board. “The only things listed in 
the plan are ones that people are 
committed to doing.”

Mental Health America of 
Fredericksburg and the RACSB 
figure prominently in the CHIP 
because mental health was rated 
as the top priority for the area, 
which includes Fredericksburg 
and the counties of Caroline, 

Agencies create plan to tackle top health priorities
STRATEGIES DEVELOPED TO 
ADDRESS MENTAL HEALTH, 
HOUSING AND HEALTH 
ACCESS NEEDS IN REGION

SEE HEALTH PLAN, A13

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

WA S H I N G T O N—T h e 
flagship climate change 
and health care bill passed 
by Democrats and soon 
to be signed by President 
Joe Biden will bring U.S. 
taxpayers one step closer 
to a government-operated 
electronic free-file tax re-
turn system.

It’s something lawmak-
ers and advocates have 
been seeking for years. 
For many Americans, it’s 
frustrating that beyond 
having to pay sometimes 
hefty tax bills, they also 
have to shell out addition-
al money for tax prepara-
tion programs or preparers 
because of an increasingly 
complex U.S. tax system.

“It’s definitely some-
thing we should do, and 

when the IRS is adequately 
resourced, it’s something 
that will happen,” said 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen at a June Senate Fi-
nance Committee hearing.

And now that the IRS is 
set to receive nearly $80 
billion through the so-
called “Inflation Reduc-
tion Act,” the agency has 
the means to develop new 
systems to help Ameri-
cans pay their taxes. The 
legislation passed Con-
gress on Friday.

Several hurdles stand 
in the way. Even in a best-
case scenario, it will likely 
take years to get a new, 
free system up and run-
ning. There’s also push-
back from commercial tax 
preparation companies, 
which question whether 
Americans want the IRS 

Bill brings expanded IRS 
free-file taxes a bit closer

TAPPAHANNOCK 
LOOKS TO THE FUTURE 
AFTER DESTRUCTION

SEE IRS, A16

A month later, town 
presses on after fire

RICHMOND TIMES–DISPATCH

Rubble still remains a 
month after a massive 
fire spread through 
downtown Tappahannock.

SEE Fire, A6
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support extending the 
trail, adding new signs and 
updating existing ones. 
This year, the General As-
sembly approved a budget 
amendment funding the 
fabrication and instal-
lation of four highway 
markers and directional 
signs to support the trail.

Caroline County is one 
of the four localities that 
will submit applications to 
the Virginia Department 
of Historic Resources 
and Virginia Department 
of Transportation for 
the funds. According to 
a press release from the 
VLCLT, the money will be 
used to replace the exist-
ing highway marker for 
York, which was installed 
in 2009 on U.S. 1 near the 
intersection with Lady-
smith Road.

Davis will work with the 
VLCLT and the Depart-
ment of Historic Resourc-
es to write the text for the 
new marker.

The existing marker 
mentions York’s birth 
on the farm of William 
Clark’s family, the fact 
that he was the only Black 
member of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition and the 
fact that he received no re-
wards for his participation 
because of his status as an 
enslaved person.

But  Dav is  sa id  t he 
marker should acknowl-
edge more of York’s ac-
complishments with the 
Corps of Discovery, as well 
as the known facts about 
what happened to him af-
ter the expedition.

“We want to make sure 
what’s there is correctly 
done,” she said.

According to historian, 
author and speaker Hasan 
Davis—who wrote a chil-
dren’s book about York 
and portrays him in living 
history performances—
York enjoyed freedom and 
equality on the expedi-
tion.

Journals kept by crew 
members show that York 
was greatly respected by 
everyone.

“If you look at the jour-
nals, it’s estimated there 
are about one mill ion 
words of text all written 
by white men who were 
indoctrinated in white su-
premacy, and not one time 
was there a negative, deri-
sive or ugly stereotypical 
statement made about 
York,” Davis said. “Just 
that absence was more 
powerful than anything 
and that led me to dig deep 
into his story.”

Indigenous leaders who 
Davis spoke to during his 
research told him that 
York was admired and 
respected by the Native 
Americans as well.

“He made an impact 
and he created opportu-
nities [with the Native 
Americans] where there 
wouldn’t have been any,” 
Davis said. “These were 
very sophisticated com-
munities with their own 
economic systems and 
many of them were under-

impressed by the crew, 
but because York was so 
unique, he created unique 
opportunities.”

York’s presence may 
have gone so far as to keep 
the entire team alive. Da-
vis said indigenous leaders 
told him, “You need to 
know that the only reason 
we didn’t kill them all was 
because we heard about 
him.”

“His impact was so 
much more than just, ‘the 
guy carrying the bags for 
William Clark,’” Davis 
said.

The respect that York 
received during the expe-
dition made returning to 
enslavement unbearable 
for him, Davis said.

Clark and York grew up 
together in Virginia and 
later Kentucky, which at 
the time was Virginia’s 

western frontier. York 
served as Clark’s personal 
servant and the two were 
companions for decades—
they were in their mid-30s 
at the time of the expedi-
tion—yet Clark was never 
able to see him as an equal, 
Davis said.

There are no official 
papers showing that Clark 
ever granted York his free-
dom, he said.

Clark did allow York to 
go to Louisville, Kentucky 
to be near his wife, but 
wrote to his brother, “if 
any attempt is made by 
York to run off, or refuse 
to [perform] his duty as a 
Slave, I wish him Sent to 
New Orleans and Sold, or 
hired out to Some Severe 
master [until] he thinks 
better of Such Conduct.”

Clark later told the writ-
er Washington Irving that 
he freed York 10 years 
after the expedition, but 
that his life as a free man 
was a failure due to his 
own laziness. He claimed 
that York set out to return 
to his master but died of 
cholera and was buried in 
an unmarked grave.

“Is this account accu-
rate, or is Clark using 
racist stereotyping of the 
era to justify why York 
never should have been 
free at all?” Davis asked in 
an article he wrote about 
York for the National Park 
Service.

Another account from 
a fur trader who wrote 
about his years in the 
western territories, de-
scribes encountering a 
Black man who claimed 
to be York living among a 
band of Crow Indians in 
today’s Wyoming.

“He lost his wife and 
family and maybe he de-
cided to go out there and 
live his second best life,” 
Davis said. “He found 
that place where he had 
been welcomed and val-
ued. He was a competent 
frontiersman. He knew 
the rivers and the waters. 
Everything about it shows 
it’s something he could 
have done.”

However he ended his 
days, York’s history-mak-
ing accomplishments as 
the first Black man to 
cross the continent as part 
of an important voyage 
of discovery deserve to 
be celebrated and shared, 
Carolyn Davis said.

“York was a valued and 
trusted member of the 
Corps of Discovery, work-
ing side-by-side with the 
other members of the 
group,” she said. “His con-
tributions were innumer-
able during the 28-month 
journey.”

Historic Port Royal and 
the Caroline County His-
torical Society will hold 
a joint meeting on Sun-
day, Aug. 14, at 2 p.m. at 
Caroline County Com-
munity Services Center in 
Milford. The groups will 
discuss the legacy trail 
project and hear a presen-
tation from Peggy Cros-
son, president of VLCLT.

“We would like to com-
pliment Mrs. Davis—she 
has jumped on board serv-
ing as the county chair for 
Caroline and she is also 
trying to coordinate and 
engage other counties that 
have Lewis and Clark con-
nections, like Spotsylva-
nia,” Crosson said.

The Lewis and Clark 
legacy trail hopes to install 
more than 40 new signs in 
the next 10 years.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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Carolyn Davis stands outside the Port Royal Museum of American History.

Virginia Department of Historic Resources

Davis, a local historian, says a new historical marker 
about York should focus on his accomplishments.

YORK
► FROM A1

York was a valued and 
trusted member of the 
Corps of Discovery, 
working side-by-
side with the other 
members of the group. 
His contributions were 
innumerable during the 
28-month journey.

—CAROLYN DAVIS

to prepare their taxes.
Perhaps this biggest 

hurdle is an agreement 
between the IRS and some 
commercial tax prepara-
tion companies, known 
as the Free File Alliance, 
which prevents the federal 
agency from creating its 
own free tax return filing 
system. In short, the IRS 
agreed not create its own 
filing system if companies 
would instead provide 
free services to taxpayers 
making $73,000 or less.

This program, though, 
has been marred with con-
troversy, with commercial 
firms misrepresenting 
their services and low tax-
payer participation rates.

The Government Ac-
countability Office in 
April reported that while 
70% of taxpayers were eli-
gible for services through 
the Free File Alliance, only 
3% of taxpayers actu-
ally use the service. The 
watchdog recommended 
the IRS find new free filing 
options before the Alli-
ance expires in October 
2023.

With the funding in the 
bill, the IRS has an op-
portunity to create a new 
system.

Included is a provision 
that allots $15 million to 
the IRS to make plans for 
a free direct e-file tax re-
turn system. Those plans 
would have to be devel-
oped within nine months 
and would include cost 
estimates for creating and 
administering a system. 
They would also require 
public input.

There are also legisla-
tive attempts to move this 
effort along.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass., in July resub-
mitted a bill called the 
Tax Filing Simplification 
Act that would require the 
IRS to create its own free 
online tax filing service 
and move away from its 
partnership with private 
online tax preparation 
companies.

“I’ve been pushing for a 
free tax filing system for 
years, and now the IRS 
is on the verge of having 
significant funding to 
modernize its IT systems, 
which means it’s time to 
develop simplified filing 
tools laid out in my Tax 
Filing Simplification Act,” 
Warren told The Associ-
ated Press.

“Americans spend too 
much time and money to 
file their taxes, and the 
IRS should adopt these 
proposals to help millions 
of Americans file taxes 
and claim refunds.”

At her Finance Com-
mittee appearance, Yellen 
called for a new system.

“There’s no reason in 
the world that a modern 
economy shouldn’t have a 
system that makes it easy 
for such a large group of 
taxpayers to file their re-
turns,” she said.

Vanessa Williamson, a 
senior fellow at the Urban-
Brookings Tax Policy 
Center, said “if the IRS 
moves forward with a 
free product, it could save 
lower-income families the 
money they used to give to 
H&R Block or TurboTax.”

“Tax prep companies 
are notorious for tricking 
tax filers into paying for 
services they should be 
getting for free,” William-
son said, “so an IRS free 
file service would be a very 
welcome step that would 
save Americans money.”

In 2019, ProPublica 
wrote about Intuit’s Tur-
boTax and H&R Block 
Inc.’s efforts to mislead 
taxpayers away from the 
federally supported free 
services for which they 
qualified. And in May, 
New York Attorney Gen-
eral Letitia James secured 
a $141 million settlement 
with Mountain View, Cal-
ifornia-based Intuit Inc., 
which had to pay restitu-
tion to some taxpayers.

Intuit withdrew from 
the Alliance in July 2021, 
stating in a blog post that 
the company could pro-
vide its benefits without 
the Free File Alliance’s 
limitations. H&R Block 
withdrew from the part-
nership in 2020.

“Most Americans don’t 
want the tax collector 
to also serve as the tax 
preparer,” said Derrick L. 
Plummer, a spokesman for 
Intuit.

“The IRS already has a 
core mission that it needs 
to focus on, and creating 
a new system would cost 
billions of taxpayer dollars 
and jeopardize the finan-
cial freedom of millions 
more,” he said. A spokes-
person for H&R Block 
did not respond to an As-
sociated Press request for 
comment.

Ideas for what a govern-
ment run free-file pro-
gram might look like are 
already being studied.

Bruce Sacerdote, a Dart-
mouth economist, has ex-
amined systems in other 
countries in which tax-
payers don’t have to enter 
much data on their elec-
tronic forms because the 
government has already 
done so.

“The IRS has tremen-
dous amounts of informa-
tion on wages and divi-
dends,” he said, adding 
that a government-sup-
ported tax filing system 
“could be a wonderful 
thing.”

Such systems are used 
in Germany, Japan and 
other Organization for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development coun-
tries that collaborate to 
develop policies that pro-
mote economic growth.

“As a taxpayer, there 
could be a great benefit to 
pre-population,” he said. 
“Filing taxes is enormous-
ly time-consuming. Given 
all the information the 
IRS has on taxpayers, they 
could simply send you a 
completed return.”

IRS
► FROM A1

By The Associated Press

LONDON—The World 
Health Organization says 
it’s holding an open fo-
rum to rename the disease 
monkeypox, after some 
critics raised concerns the 
name could be derogatory 
or have racist connotations.

In a statement Friday, 
the U.N. health agency 
said it has also renamed 
two families, or clades, 
of the virus, using Ro-
man numerals instead of 
geographic areas, to avoid 
stigmatization. The ver-
sion of the disease for-
merly known as the Congo 
Basin will now be known 
as Clade one or I and the 
West Africa clade will be 
known as Clade two or II.

WHO said the deci-
sion was made following 

a meeting of scientists 
this week and in line with 
current best practices for 
naming diseases, which 
aims to “avoid causing 
offense to any cultural, 
social, national, regional, 
professional, or ethnic 
groups, and minimize any 
negative impact on trade, 
travel, tourism or animal 
welfare.”

Numerous other dis-
eases, including Japanese 
encephalitis, Marburg vi-
rus, Spanish influenza and 
Middle Eastern Respira-
tory Syndrome have been 
named after the geograph-
ic areas where they first 
arose or were identified. 
WHO has not publicly 
suggested changing any of 
those names.

Monkeypox was first 

named in 1958 when re-
search monkeys in Den-
mark were observed to 
have a “pox-like” disease, 
although they are not 
thought to be the animal 
reservoir.

WHO said it was also 
opening a way for the pub-
lic to suggest new names 
for monkeypox, but did not 
say when any new name 
would be announced.

To date, there have been 
more than 31,000 cases 
of monkeypox identified 
globally since May, with 
the majority of those be-
yond Africa. Monkeypox 
has been endemic in parts 
of central and west Africa 
for decades and was not 
known to trigger large 
outbreaks beyond the con-
tinent until May.

WHO plans to rename monkeypox
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SCHOOL SAFETYADDRESSEDAT INAUGURAL FORUM

BYCATHYDYSON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

While first-respond-
ers assured the Fred-
ericksburg community
they’redoing everything
they can to protect
students from today’s
threats—ranging from
the possibility of an ac-
tive shooter to a fake
report of a bomb in the
school—another speak-
er encouraged the audi-
ence to embrace laughter
as good medicine, both
to live longer and to in-

crease brainpower.
And as comments

from parents illustrat-
ed, the first “Family
Academy” presented by
the Fredericksburg City
Public Schools Saturday
at James Monroe High
School couldn’t have
been more timely. On
four consecutive days
in the past two weeks,
James Monroe has been
evacuatedaftersomeone
called in a threat that
turnedout tobe false.
The FBI calls the ac-

tion “swatting” because
it involves a call to 911
that draws a massive
response from law en-
forcement, usually a
SWAT team. The hoax
has been around at least
since 2008, according to
the FBI website, but it’s
been disturbingly popu-
lar thismonth.
On one day alone—

Monday, Sept. 19—at
least 11 school systems
across Virginia reported
lockdowns from shoot-
ers or bombs, including

Fredericksburg, Char-
lottesville and the coun-
ties of Culpeper and
Fauquier, Arlington and
Loudoun.
Raygan DeCarlo, a

mother of six, asked
those gathered Saturday
for someanswers.
“I’m hearing from

the kids there’s a bomb
threat, that a bomb,
that there was smoke. I
don’t know what’s true
because the school’s
not telling us anything,

Parents voice concern
at Family Academy

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Laurie Bendall, a mother of two at James Monroe, brings up concerns about students’ safety during
a public forum Saturday. The high school recently received threats on four consecutive days.

Raygan DeCarlo expresses her upset with the
lack of information given to parents during the
evacuations at James Monroe last week.

Deputy Superintendent, Dr. Matthew Eberhardt,
listens to a parent’s concerns during the forum,
presented by Fredericksburg City Public Schools.

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Students in Caroline
County Public Schools
will receive immersive
environmental educa-
tion experiences this fall
thanks to a grant from
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion.
The $158,737 grant was

announced today by the
Hanover–Caroline Soil
& Water Conservation

District, which will work
with Caroline, Essex and
Middlesex public school
districts, the Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay and
Friends of the Rappahan-
nock to bring “an innova-
tive approach for advanc-
ingenvironmental literacy
to the diverse communi-
ties of the Middle Penin-
sula,” according to a press
release.
The two-year project,

“Building Capacity for

Environmental Literacy in
Virginia’s Middle Penin-
sula,” will result in school
and family nature ac-
tivities, student-led com-
munity action projects,
job training and college
preparedness for Caroline
County students.
“Wearehonoredtowork

on this important project
with our valued partners,
to help bring greater en-
vironmental literacy to
the culturally and ecologi-

cally diverse Middle Pen-
insula of Virginia,” said
Sharon Conner, manager
of the Hanover–Caroline
SWCD.
Students in Fredericks-

burg City Public Schools
will also receive environ-
mental education start-
ing this year thanks to a
NOAAgrant.

AdeleUphaus–Conner:
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

Grant helps Caroline provide watershed education

SEE FORUM, A5

Changes are coming
to three one-way
streets near James

MonroeHighSchool in
Fredericksburg as the city
is converting the streets
tohandle two-way traffic.
WashingtonAvenue,

FallHillAvenue and
MauryStreet, in theCanal
Quarter neighborhood,
will be converted to two-
way traffic,withwork
expected to start this
fall, according to anews
release fromthe city.
Work is expected to

beginby the endof this
month, dependingon
theweather, according
toSonjaCantu, the city’s
public informationofficer.
The changes are slated to
be inplace this fall.
Thework involved

with the changes includes
milling thepavement

and repaving the streets.
Crewswill then add lane
markings and signs to
address the traffic pattern
change.
Newcrosswalkswill be

added, alongwith ape-
destrianbump-out at the
VirginiaAvenue andFall
HillAvenue intersection.
Sidewalk ramps alsowill
be improved.
The changes are

utilizingwhat is known
as “traffic calming,” a
method aimedat slowing
traffic speeds, according
toCantu.The approach
was approvedby the city
council in 2019.

City to change trio
of one-way streets

GETTING
THERE
Scott Shenk

SEE SHENK, A5

BYANTHONYIZAGUIRRE
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

TALLAHASSEE, Fla . —
Authorities and residents
in Florida were keeping a
cautious eye on Tropical
Storm Ian as it rumbled
ominously through theCa-
ribbean on Sunday, likely
to become a major hur-
ricane on its path toward
the state.
Gov. Ron DeSantis has

declared a state of emer-
gency throughout Florida
andurged residents topre-
pare for the storm to lash
large swaths of the state
with heavy rains, high
windsand rising seas.
Forecasters are still un-

sure of exactly where Ian
could make landfall, with
current models plotting
it toward Florida’s west
coast or panhandle re-
gions, he said.
“We’re going to keep

monitoring the track of
this storm. But it really
is important to stress the
degree of uncertainty that
still exists,” DeSantis said
at a news conference Sun-
day, cautioning that “even
if you’re not necessarily
right in the eye of the path
of the storm, there’s going

to be pretty broad impacts
throughout the state.”
The National Hurricane

Center said Ian is expected
to become a hurricane on
Monday and reach major
hurricane strength Tues-
day. Flash andurban flood-
ingispossibleintheFlorida
Keys and Florida penin-
sula throughmidweek, and
then heavy rainfall was
possible for north Flori-
da, the Florida panhandle
and the southeast United
States later thisweek.
The agency placed a

tropical storm watch over
the lower Florida Keys on
Sunday evening and has
advised Floridians to have
hurricane plans in place
and monitor updates of
the storm’s evolvingpath.
A hurricane warning

was in effect Sunday for
Grand Cayman and the
Cuban provinces of Isla
de Juventud, Pinar del Rio
andArtemisa.
Cuban state media said

emergency authorities
have met to plan for the
storm’sarrivalandprepare
for evacuations, though
none had been ordered
as of Sunday. The track
forecast by the National
Hurricane Center shows a
major storm striking the
far-western part of the

Tropical Storm
Ian strengthens
FLORIDA PREPARES FOR
LANDFALL AS STATEOF
EMERGENCYDECLARED

LUIS SANTANA / TAMPA BAY TIMES

Felicia Livengood and Victoria Colson fill sandbags
along with other residents Sunday in Tampa, Fla.

SEE IAN, A4
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A pair of unrelated surveys 
have been launched in an 
e� ort to get input from area 

residents on strategic plans for 
Fredericksburg Regional Transit 
and Sta� ord County.

Sta�ord master plan 
County o�  cials announced 

last week that they are working 
on Sta� ord’s fi rst transportation 
master plan.

The fi rst step in that process 
is an online survey, which can be 
found on the county website. 

The survey includes a “tra-
ditional ques-
tion and answer 
section and an 
innovative inter-
active mapping 
tool allowing 
respondents to 
plot the loca-
tions on the areas 
they think need 
improvement,” 

according to a news release from 
the county.

The county noted that the 
survey will play a role in the 
development of a project pri-
oritization tool, which will help 
determine areas that need im-
provements.

The transportation plan will be 
continuously updated.

The release said o�  cials will 
begin holding meetings on the 
plan early next year.

Fredericksburg 
Regional Transit 

Fredericksburg Regional Tran-
sit is putting together its own in-
augural strategic plan in an e� ort 
to prepare for the next decade.

The bus service, FXBGO!, 
runs 14 routes in Fredericksburg 
and the counties of Sta� ord and 
Spotsylvania, along with running 
Virginia Railway Express shuttles 
and express buses for University 
of Mary Washington students.

The strategic plan is required 
by urban transit services, and 
is overseen by the state’s Com-
monwealth Transportation 
Board and the Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation.

The plan will outline “changes 
that will improve transit services 
across the Fredericksburg re-
gion, including service planning, 
operations, and information on 
capital needs (like new bus pur-
chases, technology upgrades, 
and customer amenities),” ac-
cording to FXBGO!’s webpage on 
the plan.

ADELE UPHAUS
The Free Lance–Star 

Johnny P. Johnson, who for 
more than 60 years inspired the 
Fredericksburg community as an 
artist, humanitarian, philanthro-
pist, teacher, mentor and coach, 
died early Saturday morning at 
the age of 86. 

“He served as an example of 
what a successful professional 
artist looks like, but also what 
a decent human being should 
be,” said one of Johnson’s many 
mentees, the Georgia-based art-
ist Ayokunle Odeleye. “Johnny P. 
Johnson served as an example of 
how to treat each other regardless 
of di� erence. I don’t think there 
is a church in Fredericksburg [big 
enough] to hold a funeral for this 
man.” 

Fredericksburg Mayor Mary 
Katherine Greenlaw, who taught 
with Johnson at James Monroe 
High School in the late 1960s and 
maintained a friendship with him 
ever since, said he “made every-
one whose life he touched better 
by knowing him.” 

“I don’t even know how to start 
talking about someone who abso-
lutely lived his faith and belief in 
humankind,” Greenlaw said. 

Gaye Adegbalola, who also 
taught with Johnson, said she has 
been “in and out of tears all day.” 

“Not because he passed, but 
because this world doesn’t have 

him anymore,” she said. “Oh, he 
was so good. He was just so good.” 

Johnson was born in North 
Carolina in 1936 to a mother 
who worked as a domestic and a 
father who was a mill worker. His 
artistic calling was clear from his 
earliest years. 

“He shared with us once that 
when he was very young, he used 
to sit in church and sketch in the 
air,” said Janice Davies, a lifelong 
friend and fellow member of 
Shiloh Baptist Church Old Site. 
“He painted a picture of so many 
things. He painted life as he went 
along.”

Johnson attended Virginia 
State University, where he played 
basketball, becoming captain 
and eventually earning a spot 
in the VSU Sports Hall of Fame. 
He would also receive a master’s 
degree in fi ne arts from Howard 
University and completed ad-
ditional studies at the Corcoran 
School of Art. 

He arrived in Fredericksburg 
in 1959 and started teaching at 
Walker–Grant School, the city’s 
fi rst publicly funded school for 
Black students. 

The town was deeply segre-
gated and there was limited hous-

ing available for Black teachers, 
so the tradition was for them to 
live with a student’s family, said 
Xavier Richardson, senior vice 
president and chief corporate de-
velopment o�  cer at Mary Wash-
ington Healthcare and a lifelong 
friend of Johnson’s. 

Johnson lived with the Bridges 
family and taught sixth grade. 
Richardson’s future wife, LaZalia 
Bridges, was in the fi rst class he 
ever taught and would talk about 
how all the sixth-grade girls were 
“crazy” about this “young, at-
tractive” new teacher. 

In addition to teaching all 
subjects to his sixth-grade class, 
Johnson also taught a high school 
art class, coached basketball and 
served as an assistant principal 
for no additional pay. 

Johnson told The Free Lance–
Star earlier this year that he only 
intended to teach for a year and 
then he was going to “turn the art 
world upside in New York.”

But he stayed because he fell in 
love with a local girl, Jean Black-
stock, and because he fell in love 
with teaching.

Local icon Johnny Johnson dies
PETER CIHELKA PHOTOS, THE FREE LANCE-STAR 

Johnny P. Johnson works on ‘Rising Above’ in his downtown Fredericksburg studio. The artist died early Saturday morning.

Public input 
needed on
area plans

ADELE UPHAUS
The Free Lance-Star 

Fredericksburg’s slave auc-
tion block is bigger than many 
people knew. 

When it sat at the corner of 
William and Charles streets—its 
former location for more than 
170 years—a signifi cant portion 

of it was underground. 
Now installed in a ground 

fl oor gallery at the Fredericks-
burg Area Museum, its true size 
is apparent—all 1,000 pounds 
of it. 

But the single chunk of Aquia 
sandstone carries even more 
weight than that. 

“The foundation of this ex-
hibit is for people to understand 
the historical and emotional 
weight of the block,” said Gaila 
Sims, FAM’s new curator of Af-
rican American history and spe-
cial projects. “It is imbued with 
our feelings.”

“A Monumental Weight” is 
the name of the new exhibit 
featuring the auction block that 
opened Saturday. 

The block was on public dis-
play at the museum during the 
fall in 2020, several months after 
it was removed from its former 
location. At that time, it was 
blocked from being immediately 
visible by a partition. 

Sims said that was because 
museum sta�  were worried 
about the profanity that was 
spray-painted on the block when 
it became a focus of the social 
justice protests that occurred 

after George Floyd’s murder. 
But Sims said all the conversa-

tions with community members 
she’s had and all the volumes of 
reading she’s done since starting 
in her position this past August 
led her to the conclusion that 
“people wanted the space to be 
more open.” 

In addition to reading and 
talking, Sims said she spent lots 
of time standing alone before 
the block, thinking, “How can 
we make this space what people 
want and need?”

‘A Monumental Weight’ opens at FAM

TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

The slave auction block that once sat on 
the corner of William and Charles streets 
is the subject of a new Fredericksburg 
Area Museum exhibit.

New exhibit aims to
convey historical and
emotional weight of
slave auction block

Beloved artist, philanthropist, teacher passes away at age 86

Well-wishers greet Johnson at the close of an event kicking o�  ‘Celebrate 
Johnny P. Johnson Day’ at Shiloh Baptist Church Old Site in 2018.

SCOTT 
SHENK

MORE: To see our 
photo gallery, point 
your smartphone 
camera at the QR code, 

then tap the link. 

Please see BLOCK, Page A4

Please see JOHNSON, Page A5

GETTING THERE 

Please see SHENK, Page A4
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Virginia “Ginny” Bea-
ver, 88, joined our Dad
in Heaven on Thursday,
November 3, 2022.

Our Mom, Ginny, was
born in Cottage City,
Maryland. She was the
fifth child of six born
to Josephine and Rob-
ert Conlan. She was the
fun-loving aunt to nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews, a wonderful mother,
and an even better Gram.
Mom was married to
the love of her life, Ray
Beaver, in 1965 and was
blessed with 51 years of
marriage. She missed
him greatly over the last
five years and we know
she is now with him and
is happy and pain-free.

Ginny worked at JC
Penney, Hecht’s/Macys,
and the Bank of Virginia
while raising three chil-
dren with her husband.
She was known to have
many “neighbors” ev-
erywhere she went. She
always had a smile and a
positive word for all who
met her while she built
a home here in Freder-
icksburg, after being in
raised in Maryland. She
loved being at the beach,
going out to lunch, and
chatting with friends
and family over a “ciggie”
and a Manhattan on the
patio.

She is survived by her
children, Ray Beaver (Su-
san), Ginny Ward (Dave),
and Mary Jo Tuley; nine
fabulous grandchildren,

Colleen Beaver and fian-
cé, Austin Evans, Sarah
Young, Russell Tuley,
Conlan Beaver, Jessica
Young, Andrew Tuley,
Donavan Beaver, Brock
Young, and Sierra Bea-
ver; and sisters, Shirley
Martinelli and Sandra
Conlan.

The family will receive
friends from 5 until 7
p.m. Tuesday, November
8, 2022, at Covenant Fu-
neral Service, Fredericks-
burg. A service will be
held 11 a.m. Wednesday,
November 9, 2022, at St.
Jude Catholic Church.

In Honor of our Moth-
er, wear polka dots or
pearls, as these were her
favorites and what she
was known to love and
wear.

Online guest book is
available at covenantfu-
neralservice.com.

Virginia “Ginny” Beaver
Cynthia Q. Kramer,

83, passed away on Mon-
day, October 24, 2022, at
Carriage Hill Health and
Rehab. She was born in
Lancaster, Pa., to the late
Lilian Rynier and Carlton
Quigley.

Survivors include her
children, Brian Herr
(Pam) of Quarryville, Pa.,
Christine Herr-Scanlon
of Lancaster, Pa., and
Sharon Herr of Christia-
na, Pa.; 19 grandchildren,
19 great-grandchildren;
siblings Douglas Quigley
of Lancaster, Pa., and Au-
drey Murphy of Ronks,
Pa.; and friend Rob Frias.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded
in death by her husband,
Paul F. Kramer.

A graveside ser-
vice will be held 11 a.m.
Wednesday, November 9,
2022 at Round Oak Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.

Online guest book is
available at covenantfu-
neralservice.com.

Cynthia Q. Kramer
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THE WINCHESTER STAR

WINCHESTER (AP) — 
A federal trial for a for-
mer Civil War reenactor 
accused of planting a pipe 
bomb at a Virginia battle-
field and threatening to 
disrupt other events has 
been set for next year.

Gerald Leonard Drake, 
63, had been on the docket 
for a jury trial in U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western 
District of Virginia start-
ing Dec. 16. Last week, 
however, a judge ordered 
that the proceedings be 
rescheduled for July to 
give defense attorneys 
more time to prepare, The 
Winchester Star reported.

A federal indictment 
unsealed last month ac-
cused Drake of planting 
a pipe bomb at Cedar 
Creek Battlefield, about 
80 miles west of Wash-
ington, during an annual 
reenactment in October 
2017. The pipe bomb did 
not detonate and was ren-
dered safe by police. But it 
resulted in the cancelation 
of the reenactment after its 
discovery.

The indictment also 
charges Drake with writ-
ing letters threatening vi-
olence at subsequent Ce-
dar Creek reenactments 
as well as at an annual 
Remembrance Day Parade 
in Gettysburg, Pennsylva-
nia. Drake has pleaded not 
guilty.

According to Judge Eliz-
abeth Dillon’s order, his 
trial is now scheduled for 
July 10 to Aug. 4, 2023.

Drake is being held with-
out bond in the Central 
Virginia Regional Jail, the 
newspaper reported. His 
attorney, Donald Pender 
of Charlottesville, filed a 
motion last week asking 
that Drake be released un-
til trial.

The motion says that 
since a prior detention 
hearing, all firearms were 

removed from his home. 
It also says that Drake has 
dietary restrictions due to 
allergies, acid reflux and 
ulcers, and that the jail has 
stopped accommodating 
those restrictions.

“He is currently only 
able to eat bread, water, 
and some fruit. In addi-
tion, his dentures have 
recently broken, and the 
jail has been unable to fix 
them, which further limits 
what he can eat,” the filing 
says.

Christopher Kavana-
ugh, the U.S. Attorney for 
the Western District of 
Virginia, has said Drake 
falsely claimed connec-
tions to antifa — short 
for “anti-fascists” and an 
umbrella term for far-left-
leaning militant groups — 
in his threatening letters to 
hide his actual identity and 
create additional political 
angst.

In reality, according to 
the indictment, Drake was 
a Civil War re-enactor who 
regularly participated in 
events at Cedar Creek un-
til he was expelled from 
his unit in 2014. The in-
dictment does not say that 
his expulsion motived his 
alleged misconduct.

Trial set for reenactor charged 
with planting a pipe bomb

GINGER PERRY, THE WINCHESTER STAR‌

Union troops fire upon advancing Confederate troops 
during a reenactment of the Civil War Battle of Cedar Creek 
on Oct. 18, 2015, at the Cedar Creek battlefield.

JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer‌

NEW YORK — On a quiet 
weekend in movie theaters 
before the upcoming re-
lease of “Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever,” War-
ner Bros.’ “Black Adam” 
topped the box office for 
the third straight weekend 
with $18.5 million in ticket 
sales, according to studio 
estimates Sunday.

“Black Adam,” Dwayne 
Johnson’s bid to launch 
a new DC Films super-
power, has surpassed $300 
million globally in three 
weeks of release, including 
a domestic tally of $137.4 
million. That puts the 
$195 million-budgeted 
film — the third film this 
year to lead the box office 
three consecutive weeks 
— on a trajectory to likely 
surpass the $366 million 
that “Shazam!” grossed 
in 2019, but less certain to 
notch a profit in its theat-
rical run.

When Walt Disney Co.’s 
“Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever” lands in theaters 
Thursday, it’s expected to 
score one of the biggest 
opening weekends of the 
year. Ryan Coogler’s orig-
inal debuted with more 
than $200 million in U.S. 
and Canadian theaters in 
2018, and forecasts sug-
gest it could open with 
around $175 million.

With “Wakanda For-
ever” looming, only one 
new film opened in wide 
release: “One Piece Film: 
Red,” distributed by Sony 
Picture’s anime division, 
Crunchyroll. The Japa-
nese anime sequel, part 
of the “One Piece” fran-
chise, debuted in second 
place with $9.5 million. 
While not as robust as the 
openings of Crunchy-
roll’s “Dragon Ball Su-
per: Super Hero, which 
garnered, $21.1 million in 
August, or Funimation’s 
“Jujutsu Kaisen 0: The 
Movie,” which earned $18 
million in March, “Red” 
again showed that anime 
is proving an uncommonly 
dependable draw in North 
American theaters. 

‘Black Adam’ 
at top of box 
office again

“Our teachers were role 
models bigger than life,” 
said Richardson, who was 
also in one of Johnson’s 
classes. “Although the 
segregated Walker–Grant 
didn’t have the facilities 
of other schools, we had 
all the support we needed 
in the form of the teach-
ers.” 

Richardson said the 
only C he ever received in 
a class was from Johnson. 

“He knew what my 
potential was and that 
I wasn’t living up to it,” 
Richardson recalled. “He 
made me a better person 
because I knew the excel-
lence he expected.” 

Throughout the tur-
bulent 1960s, Johnson 
served as a leader to stu-
dents advocating for civil 
rights in Fredericksburg 
by organizing sit-ins at 
local lunch counters. 

Pamela Bridgewater, a 
career diplomat who was 
also Johnson’s student at 
one time, recalled how he 
was among the leaders 
who taught the students 
about peaceful protest. 

“When several people 
would come to foment 
unrest, he would be there 
to quell it,” she said. 

Johnson would go on 
to teach at James Monroe 
High School and as an 
adjunct professor of art 
at Germanna Commu-
nity College and the Uni-
versity of Mary Washing-
ton—becoming UMW’s 
first Black faculty mem-
ber in 1968. 

In 1977, Johnson was 
named Virginia Teacher 
of the Year, the first time 
an art teacher earned that 
honor. 

He told the Free Lance–
Star earlier this year that, 
“I always have felt good 
about students, because 
... it’s good for them to 
see somebody who cares 
about them as an indi-
vidual, and not how much 
their family’s income [is], 
or what a great athlete 
they are.”

Johnson retired from 
teaching after 32 years 
and became a full-time 
artist. He opened a studio 
on Charles Street and was 
a founding member of Art 
First, the city’s oldest 
artist co-op. 

He was a deacon and 
Sunday School teacher 
at Shiloh Baptist Old Site 
and a lifelong member of 
the NAACP. 

He was a leader of 
Fredericksburg’s Council 
on Human Relations and 
the Fredericksburg Area 
Community Relations 
Organization in the 1960s 
and 1980s, respectively.

When Bridgewater was 
serving as ambassador to 
Benin in the early 2000s, 
she invited Johnson to 
come over and conduct 
art workshops. After the 
visit, Johnson created the 
Benin Art Support Project 
as a way to continue sup-
porting arts education in 
the west African country. 

Bridgewater also in-
vited Johnson to come to 
Jamaica, where she served 
as ambassador from 2010 
to 2013, for the country’s 
celebration for the 50th 
anniversary of its inde-
pendence from the United 
Kingdom. 

There was an exhibit of 
two dozen of his paint-
ings at the U.S. Embassy 
and Johnson visited local 
schools and senior living 
facilities and did multiple 
radio and TV interviews 
talking about his art and 
approach to social com-
mentary.

Johnson was generous 
with his time and his tal-
ent, donating thousands 
of dollars worth of paint-
ings to community orga-

nizations, Richardson 
said. 

In 2018, Fredericksburg 
city officials declared 
July 7 “Johnny P. Johnson 
Day.” There was a packed 
celebration of his life at 
Shiloh Old Site and local 
artist Bill Harris unveiled 
a mural featuring Johnson 
at the back of Corky’s on 
Sophia Street. 

When Harris gave John-
son a paintbrush and asked 
him to add his own touch 
to the mural, Johnson in-
stead wrote, “Bill is great!” 

Greenlaw said she’s 
glad the community had a 
chance to honor Johnson 
while he was still alive. 

“So often we don’t 
honor people while they 
are with us,” she said. 

Adegbalola said that in 
losing Johnson, “the world 
has lost a true Christian, 
a man whose living was 
Christ-like.

“We were blessed by 
having Johnny P. John-
son,” she said. “He was 
just Christ-like in the 
way he treated people. 
He showed us how to live, 
which is what Christ did. 
He showed people a way 
to live.” 

Adele Uphaus: 540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele

Johnson
From A1

FILE, MIKE MORONES, THE FREE LANCE-STAR‌

Johnny P. Johnson kisses his wife, Jean, after they received the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Humanitarian Award at the annual Prayer Breakfast in January 2019.

FILE, PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE-STAR‌

Fredericksburg artist, educator and humanitarian Johnny 
P. Johnson is honored during ‘Celebrate Johnny P. Johnson 
Day’ in Fredericksburg on July 7, 2018.

FILE, ROBERT A. MARTIN, THE FREE LANCE-STAR‌

Johnny Johnson talks with Michael Evans, 10, about his art 
project for the Rappahannock Big Brothers Big Sisters art 
show at Old Mill Park in Fredericksburg in June 1988.

SUZANNE CARR ROSSI‌

A watercolor by Johnny Johnson.
JOHNNY JOHNSON‌

An original painting by Johnny Johnson.
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