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PUNTA GORDA, Fla .—
Rescue crews pi loted
boats and waded through
inundated streets Thurs-
day to save thousands of
Floridians trapped amid
flooded homes and shat-

tered buildings left by
Hurricane Ian, which
crossed into the Atlantic
Ocean and churned to-
ward another landfall in
SouthCarolina.
Hours after weakening

to a tropical storm while
crossing the Florida pen-
insula, Ian regained hur-
ricane strength Thursday
evening after emerging
over the Atlantic Ocean.

The National Hurricane
Center predicted it would
make landfall in South
Carolina as a Category 1
hurricaneFriday.
The devastation in-

flicted on Florida began
to come into focus a day
after Ian struck as a mon-
strous Category 4 hurri-
cane and one of the stron-
gest storms ever to hit the
U.S. It flooded homes on

both the state’s coasts,
cut off the only bridge to
a barrier island, destroyed
a historic waterfront pier
and knocked out electric-
ity to 2.67 million Florida
homes and businesses—
nearly a quarter of utility
customers.
At least one man was

confirmed dead in Florida,
while two other people

Ian leavesmany trapped in Florida
CREWSWORK TO SAVE
THOSE STRANDED IN
WAKE OF HURRICANE

PHELANM. EBENHACK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

First responders use an inflatable boat to rescue
a resident in Orlando, Fla., in the aftermath of Ian.
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AFredericksburg jurywas
struggling Thursday night
todecidewhether a cityman
acted in self-defense when
he killed another man last
year outsidehis home.
Jacquin N. Davis, 45, was

charged with first-degree
murder and using a fire-
arm in the commission of
a felony. His trial started
Wednesday in Fredericks-
burgCircuitCourt.
Davis killed 39-year-old

Chinonso Ibe on June 26,
2021, outside Davis’ home

i n t h e 1 0 0
block of Wel-
lington Lakes
Drive. Ibe was
shotonce in the
chest during an
altercation that
began earlier
that day during
a heated tele-

phoneconversationbetween
the twomen.
The jurors told JudgeGor-

don Willis on Thursday
night that they were dead-
locked, but Willis directed
them to return to the jury
roomto try to reachaunani-
mous decision. That deci-
sionhadnot beenmade as of
press time.
Commonwealth’s Attor-

ney Elizabeth Humphries
said although Ibe used poor
judgement in going toDavis’
home that night, his slaying
was not justified. She said
that the statements of an

BYSCOTTSHENK
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Following a public hear-
ing Tuesday, the Spot-
sylvania County Board of
Supervisors approved the
allocation of up to $69.2
million in bond funds for
water and sewer infra-
structureprojects.
The bond funds will be

used for previously ap-
proved projects aimed at
improving and expanding
the county’s water and
sewer system.
The board will have to

adjust the budget to in-
corporate the water and
sewer funding, which will
require a public hearing.
The county has three

wastewater treatment
plants, two water plants
and three reservoirs, along
with 47 pump stations,
seven water tanks and
more than 1,200 miles of
pipes.
Thebondfundswillhelp

pay for a range of projects,
including$22.6million for
theMassaponaxwastewa-
ter treatmentplant expan-
sion, along with another
$6 million to transfer the
FMC wastewater treat-
ment services to theMas-
saponaxplant.
There is $6 million for

Thornburg wastewater
treatment plant upgrades.
There is another $4.3 mil-
lion slated for improve-
ments to the Motts water
treatmentplant.
The funds a lso are

Spotsy OKs
spending on
water, sewer
upgrades
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Linda Thomas isn’t related to
either of theWorldWar II sailors
whose stories of heroism move
her to the point she wants “to
stand on the street corner and
say, Listen, you’ve gotta hear
this, this is so amazing.”
But the more she learned,

the more the Caroline County
resident felt connectedto the late
veterans, both through her own
DNA as a Black woman and her
interest as a student of all things
history, especially related to the
military.
A three-time past president

of the Virginia conference of the
NAACP, Thomas has taken up
the causeof seeking theMedal of
Honor, the nation’s highestmili-
tarydecoration, for thetwoBlack
servicemembers.
She’s reached out to about a

dozen members of Senate and
Congress, of both political par-
ties, encouraging them to have
President Joe Biden issue an
executive order. She’d like to
see honors go to Doris “Dorie”
Miller, who moved the injured
to safety and shot down planes
at Pearl Harbor, using an anti-
aircraft gun he’d never touched

Seeking top honors
for 2WWII heroes

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Linda Thomas is advocating for two late Black WWII sailors to receive the highest military honor.

The shelves in Thomas’ home
are filled with books on Black
heritage and war history.
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Jill Wine recently traveled 
more than 9,000 miles to help 
a teenager escape war-torn 
Ukraine, even though it meant 
a week of hectic schedules and 
missing Thanksgiving with her 
own family.

“It was quite an adventure 
to say the least, but I would do 
it 10 times over to get her to 
safety,” she said.

Wine, 56, is a speech pa-
thologist and the coach of the 
girls’ volleyball team at King 
George High School. About six 
years ago, she and her family—
husband, Drew, and daughters 
Jenna and Andi—hosted a for-
eign exchange student from 
Ukraine. That was Mariya 
(pronounced Maria).

“She became family and we 
just stayed in touch all through 
the years,” said Wine, who lives 
in King George. “We always 
call her our Ukrainian daughter 
and she calls us her American 
family.”

When Russia attacked 
Ukraine in February, the Wines 
were glued to the television. 
Their only comfort was know-

ing Mariya, now 23, had relo-
cated to Canada. She’d had an 
internship there the previous 
summer and shares an apart-
ment in Ottawa with three 
Ukrainian women.

However, the Wines worried 
about the rest of the family, 
whose last names aren’t be-
ing used for their protection. 
Mariya’s father and two older 
brothers support war-related 
e� orts. They can’t leave the 
country and Mariya’s mother 
doesn’t want to leave them.

But as missile strikes crept 
closer to their home in Cher-
asky, in the central portion of 
Ukraine, both families won-
dered if Sofi ia, the youngest 
child, could get to safety. She 
recently turned 16 and has 
been spending most of her 
time in the basement. The 
sound of sirens warns her of air 
raids and she regularly checks 
a phone app for missile strikes.

Mariya’s parents wanted 
Sofi ia to go to Canada to be 
with her sister, but neither 
could leave Ukraine and didn’t 
feel comfortable letting her fl y 
alone. When Wine heard about 
the plight, she o� ered to escort 
Sofi ia on the fl ight.

“I said I want to do this. I sit 
here and I pray and I want to 
help and there’s nothing else I 
can do,” Wine told them. “This 
is the one thing I can do for 
your family.”

Wine got on a plane the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving 
and fl ew about 4,500 miles 
to Warsaw, Poland, to meet 
Sofi ia and her mother, Tati-
ana. The two mothers hugged 
and cried at the fi rst meeting, 
each not totally understanding 
the other, but basking in the 
emotions.

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star 

Fredericksburg-area hospitals 
and urgent care centers are deal-
ing with the same infl ux of pa-
tients with respiratory illnesses 
as the rest of the state and na-
tion.

Mary Washington Hospital, 
Sta� ord Hospital and Spotsyl-
vania Regional Medical Center 
are all reporting more patients, 
especially older ones, being ad-
mitted for the fl u. There are some 
people with COVID-19, but “we 
have a bigger number of patients 
admitted to the hospital with in-
fl uenza, strain A,” said Dr. Jorge 
Dolojan, a pulmonologist and 
ICU doctor at Spotsylvania Re-
gional.

He cited “rather alarming” 
fi gures from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
which noted that national fl u 
activity the week after Thanks-
giving reached its highest level 
since the 2017–18 fl u season. 
This year, there have been at 
least 8.7 million people sickened 
with the fl u, 78,000 hospitalized 
and 4,500 deaths, according to 
CDC’s weekly fl u report. 

“We defi nitely are seeing a fair 
number of patients with infl u-
enza,” said Dr. Stephen Mandell, 
senior medical director at Mary 
Washington Hospital. “It seems 
to be hitting people pretty hard 
and putting them down for sev-
eral days.”

While most of the patients 
showing up at urgent care cen-
ters and doctors’ o�  ces with 
the fl u are younger, those in 
need of hospital care are older, 
Mandell said. Across Virginia, 
hospitalizations rose 40% after 
the Thanksgiving holiday and 
Mandell said those who develop 
more severe cases, either from 
fl u or COVID, tend to have other 
issues as well.

“Most have other comorbid-
ities, many are not fully vacci-
nated so it puts people at risk 
who are otherwise compromised 
in their medical conditions,” he 
said. “When they do get COVID, 
which is out there, and infl uenza, 
which is very prevalent, it tends 
to cause this kind of illness.”

One positive report is that 
cases of RSV, or respiratory syn-
cytial virus, seem to be dropping, 
at least in Virginia. The state’s 
health department reported 

Hospitals 
see more 
influenza 
patients

ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHARLOTTESVILLE — A 
University of Virginia student 
accused of fatally shooting 
three UVA football players and 
wounding two other students 
made his first in-person ap-
pearance in court Thursday, as 
a judge set a date for a hear-
ing when witnesses will testify 
about the shootings on a bus 
carrying students back to cam-
pus from a field trip last month.

Christopher Darnell Jones Jr., 
23, was led into court wearing 
handcuffs, leg irons and a striped 
jail jumpsuit. He sat quietly as 
his public defender, a prosecu-
tor and Judge Kenneth Andrew 
Sneathern scheduled a prelimi-
nary hearing for March 30.

If the judge decides after hear-
ing from witnesses that the state 
has enough evidence to estab-
lish probable cause that Jones 
committed the killings, he’ll 

send the case to a 
grand jury. Com-
monwealth’s At-
torney James 
Hingeley told the 
judge that the 
state plans to call 
a large number of 
witnesses.

Jones has not 
yet entered a plea, and Public 
Defender Liz Murtagh declined 
to comment.

Jones, a former member of 
the football team, is accused of 
opening fire on a charter bus as 
he and other students arrived 
back on campus after seeing a 
play and having dinner together 
in Washington, D.C. Authori-
ties have not released a motive. 
A witness told police the gun-
man targeted specific victims. 
Football players Lavel Davis Jr., 
D’Sean Perry and Devin Chan-
dler were killed, while a fourth 

member of the team, Mike Hol-
lins, and another student were 
wounded.

Jones is being held without 
bond on second-degree murder 
and other charges in the shoot-
ing, which set off a manhunt 
and 12-hour campus lockdown 
before Jones was apprehended 
in suburban Richmond. His 
first Albemarle General District 
Court hearing was by video link 
from jail.

Suspect in U.Va. shooting appears in court

PROVIDED PHOTOS 

Jill Wine, right, of King George County and Sofi ia from Ukraine embark on the 16-year-old’s fi rst fl ight 
ever, a 9½-hour journey from Warsaw, Poland, to Toronto, Canada, in late November. 

Woman helps young
Ukrainian exit country

ERIC TUCKER, MATTHEW LEE 
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Russia 
freed WNBA star Brittney Gri-
ner on Thursday in a high-profi le 
prisoner exchange, as the U.S. 
released notorious Russian arms 
dealer Viktor Bout. But the U.S. 
failed to win freedom for another 
American, Paul Whelan, who has 
been jailed for nearly four years.

The deal, the second in eight 
months amid tensions over Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, secured 
the release of the most prominent 
American detained abroad and 
achieved a top goal for President 
Joe Biden. But it carried what U.S. 
o�  cials described as a heavy price.

“She’s safe, she’s on a plane, 
she’s on her way home,” Biden 
said from the White House, 
where he was accompanied by 
Griner’s wife, Cherelle, and ad-
ministration o�  cials.

Biden’s authorization to re-
lease Bout, the Russian felon 
once nicknamed “the Mer-
chant of Death,” underscored 
the heightened urgency that his 
administration faced to get Gri-
ner home, particularly after the 
recent resolution of her crimi-
nal case on drug charges and her 
subsequent transfer to a penal 
colony. Griner, who also played 
pro basketball in Russia, was 
arrested at an airport there last 
February for bringing less than a 
gram of cannabis oil in vape car-
tridges into the country.

Griner is a two-time Olympic 
gold medalist, Baylor Univer-
sity All-American and Phoenix 
Mercury pro basketball star, 
whose arrest made her the most 
high-profi le American jailed 
abroad. Her status as an openly 
gay Black woman, locked up 
in a country where authorities 
have been hostile to the LBGTQ 
community, injected racial, gen-
der and social dynamics into her 
legal saga and brought unprece-
dented attention to the popula-
tion of wrongful detainees.

The Russian Foreign Ministry 
confi rmed the swap, saying in 
a statement carried by Russian 
news agencies that the exchange 
took place in Abu-Dhabi and that 
Bout had been fl own home.

Griner 
freed in 
prisoner 
swap

K.G. resident escorts 
16-year-old on flight

Ukrainian mom and daughter, 
Tatiana and Sofi ia, enjoy dinner 
in downtown Warsaw before the 
teenager’s fl ight. 

WNBA player 
exchanged for 
Russian arms dealer

Health o�cials tout 
vaccines as cases rise

Jones

�  RELIEF: Basketball world 
celebrates Griner’s release. 
Sports, B1
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Because they weren’t 
sure how long it would take 
the Ukrainians to make the 
bus trip across their coun-
try and over the border, 
the group ended up having 
some downtime in Poland’s 
capital before their flight to 
Canada.

“We drank some cognac 
and ate Ukrainian choco-
late, we laughed, we cried, 
we shared stories,” Wine 
said. Mariya’s mother 
“thanked me a thousand 
times.”

Sofiia speaks some En-
glish and regularly trans-
lated for the moms, but 
there were times when the 
depths of emotions and cul-
tural differences couldn’t be 
interpreted. The moms used 
Google Translate on their 
phones when Sofiia needed 
a mental break, and Wine 
admits there was one time 
she faked not understanding 
what Tatiana was saying.

The Ukrainian family 
helped with the cost of 
Wine’s flight and wanted 
to pay for all her travel ex-
penses.

“I just ignored it like I 
didn’t understand what 
she was saying,” the King 
George woman said, adding 
she has no idea what the trip 
cost. “I’ll look at all my re-
ceipts eventually.”

She and Sofiia bid a tear-
ful farewell to Tatiana, then 
boarded a plane to Toronto, 
then on to Ottawa where 
there was another emo-
tional reunion. The two sis-
ters hugged and cried at the 
Canadian airport as Mariya 
presented her with flowers 
and held a sign to welcome 
her.

Wine spent some time in 
Ottawa, hearing about how 
hard the Ukrainian women, 
all in their 20s, are working 
to make a life for them-
selves. Each holds down 

several jobs and lives so fru-
gally, with little furniture or 
extras.

When Mariya asked Wine 
to make her a peanut butter 
pie—a favorite from her ini-
tial visit to King George—
Wine had to take Mariya 
shopping for mixing bowls 
and a blender.

Wine also attended the 
showing of a new docu-
mentary, called “Freedom 
on Fire: Ukraine’s Fight for 
Freedom.” She described it 
as “everything you’ve seen 
on the news, and worse.”

Before the film, the 
Ukrainian flag was raised 
and those in the audience 
sang the national anthem. 
It was the first time Mariya 
had heard her country’s 
song performed, live, since 
she left Ukraine. She even-
tually became so over-
whelmed with emotion, she 
couldn’t sing.

Wine was moved, too, by 
the determination of those 
in the audience and pictured 
on the screen, that she lost 
all sense of time.

“I just felt honored to 
be in that auditorium with 
people who had lived in 
the war (that) I didn’t even 
know it was Thanksgiving 
because my heart was with 
all these people,” she said.

After she completed the 
final leg of the journey and 
made it back to King George, 
her husband and daughters, 
who live in Richmond and 
North Carolina, caught up 
on all the details.

Then, Jill Wine slept for 
the better part of two days 
before resuming her regular 
schedule the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving. Her fam-
ily then peppered her with 
questions about the next 
holiday.

“They wanted to know 
what I want for Christmas 
and I said flights to Canada,” 
she said.

cathy dyson: 540/374-5425 
cdyson@freelancestar.com

Ukraine
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Biden spoke with Griner who was 
at an airport in Abu-Dhabi after she 
was greeted by U.S. officials. She was 
expected back in the U.S. within 24 
hours, Biden said. U.S. officials said 
she would be offered specialized med-
ical services and counseling.

Both Russian and U.S. officials had 
conveyed cautious optimism in recent 
weeks after months of strained nego-
tiations, with Biden saying in Novem-
ber that he was hopeful that Russia 
would engage in a deal now that the 
midterm elections were completed. A 
top Russian official said last week that 
a deal was possible before year’s end.

Even so, the fact that the deal was a 
one-for-one swap was a surprise given 
that U.S. officials had for months ex-
pressed their determination to bring 
home both Griner and Whelan, a 
Michigan corporate security executive 
jailed in Russia since December 2018 
on espionage charges that his family 
and the U.S. government have said are 
baseless.

“We’ve not forgotten about Paul 
Whelan,” Biden said. “We will keep 
negotiating in good faith for Paul’s 
release.”

However, U.S. officials said they did 
not see an immediate path to bring-
ing about Whelan’s release, saying 
Russia has treated his case differently 
because of the “sham espionage” 
charges against him. Still, they said 
they believe communication channels 
with the Russians remain open for ne-
gotiations for his freedom.

“We didn’t want to lose the oppor-
tunity today to secure the release of 
one of them,” said Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken.

Whelan’s brother David said in a 
statement he was “ so glad” for Gri-
ner’s release but also disappointed 
for his family. He credited the White 
House with giving the Whelan fam-
ily advance notice and said he did not 
fault officials for making the deal.

“The Biden administration made 
the right decision to bring Ms. Griner 
home, and to make the deal that was 
possible, rather than waiting for one 
that wasn’t going to happen,” he said.

In releasing Bout, the U.S. freed a 
former Soviet Army lieutenant colonel 
whom the Justice Department once 
described as one of the world’s most 
prolific arms dealers. He was arrested 
in Thailand in 2008 and extradited to 
the U.S. in 2010.

Bout was serving a 25-year sentence 
on charges that he conspired to sell 
tens of millions of dollars in weapons 
that U.S officials said were to be used 
against Americans. Biden issued an 

executive grant of clemency to free 
the arms dealer from a federal prison 
in Illinois to effect the prisoner swap.

The deal drew criticism from some 
prominent Republicans, including 
House Minority Leader Kevin McCa-
rthy, his party’s nominee to become 
speaker once the GOP retakes control 
of the chamber in January.

“This is a gift to Vladimir Putin, 
and it endangers American lives,” he 
said of Bout’s release. “Leaving Paul 
Whelan behind for this is unconscio-
nable.”

The U.S.-Russia exchange was 
carried out despite deteriorating re-
lations between the powers prompted 
by Moscow’s war against Ukraine. 
The White House said that Kyiv was 
provided assurances that the terms 
were limited to the prisoner swap 
and would not impact U.S. support 
for Ukraine’s defense.

Over the summer, the impris-
onment of Americans produced he 
highest-level known contact between 
Washington and Moscow — a phone 
call between Blinken and Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov — in more 
than five months.

In an extraordinary move during 
otherwise secret negotiations, Blinken 
revealed publicly in July that the U.S. 
had made a “substantial proposal” to 
Russia for Griner and Whelan. Though 
he did not specify the terms, people 
familiar with it said the U.S. had of-
fered Bout.

The public overture drew a rebuke 
from the Russians, who said they pre-
ferred to resolve such cases in private, 
and carried the risk of weakening the 
U.S. government’s negotiating hand 
for this and future deals by making 
the administration appear desperate. 
But the announcement also commu-
nicated to the public that Biden was 

doing what he could and to ensure 
pressure on the Russians.

The release also followed months of 
back channel negotiations involving 
Bill Richardson, the former U.S. am-
bassador to the United Nations and 
a frequent emissary in hostage talks, 
and his top deputy, Mickey Bergman.

Following Griner’s arrest at Mos-
cow’s Sheremetyevo Airport in Febru-
ary, she pleaded guilty in July but still 
faced trial because admitting guilt in 
Russia’s judicial system does not au-
tomatically end a case.

She acknowledged in court that she 
possessed the canisters with cannabis 
oil but said she had no criminal intent 
and their presence in her luggage was 
due to hasty packing.

Before being sentenced on Aug. 
4 and receiving a punishment her 
lawyers said was out of line for the 
offense, an emotional Griner apolo-
gized “for my mistake that I made.” 
She added: “I hope in your ruling it 
does not end my life.”

Her supporters had largely stayed 
quiet for weeks after her arrest, but 
that approach changed in May once 
the State Department designated her 
as unlawfully detained. A separate 
trade, Marine veteran Trevor Reed for 
Konstantin Yaroshenko, a Russian pi-
lot convicted in the U.S. in a cocaine 
trafficking conspiracy, spurred hope 
that additional exchanges could be in 
the works.

Whelan has been held in Russia 
since December 2018. The U.S. gov-
ernment also classified him as wrong-
fully detained. He was sentenced in 
2020 to 16 years in prison.

Whelan was not included in the 
Reed prisoner swap, escalating pres-
sure on the Biden administration to 
ensure that any deal that brought 
home Griner also included him.

Griner
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that visits to emergency 
rooms and urgent-care 
centers for RSV dropped 
by almost one-third last 
week and case levels were 
no longer significantly el-
evated.

Brenden Rivenbark, 
chief operating officer of 
the Three Rivers Health 
District, which serves 
Westmoreland County 
and other localities in the 
Northern Neck, believes 
people have begun to 
view COVID-19 through 
the same lens as the flu. 
There are vaccines and 
treatments for both, and 
the illnesses tend to ebb 
and flow based on sea-
sons, indoor gatherings 
and outbreaks.

“Folks have been deal-
ing with the flu and cycles 
with the flu their whole 
life, and I think that’s the 
train of thought of where 
we are culturally with 
folks’s comfort level with 
COVID,” he said.

However, people aren’t 
as eager to roll up their 
sleeves for COVID boost-
ers as flu shots, he said. 
Whenever Three Rivers 
has clinics offering both 
vaccines, workers always 
give out more flu shots.

“The flu shot is one and 
done,” Rivenbark said. 
“You get it and you’re 
done with it this year and 
there continues to be this 
level of uncertainty of 
when is another (COVID) 
booster going to be ap-
proved.”

Health officials con-
tinue to tout the need for 
both vaccines as the best 
protection against severe 
illness. The Rappahan-
nock Area Health Dis-
trict started calling and 
texting residents, age 50 
and older, in Fredericks-
burg and the counties of 
Caroline, King George, 
Spotsylvania and Staf-
ford last week, reminding 
them they’re eligible for 
the latest COVID shot. 
It’s a bivalent booster and 
contains two components: 
one that provides protec-
tion against the original 

virus and another that’s 
aimed at the omicron 
variant.

Dolojan wonders if the 
abundance of boosters 
has led to vaccine fatigue, 
both toward COVID and 
flu shots. While the CDC 
reports that flu vaccines 
for children have been 
administered at about the 
same rate this fall as last, 
estimates are lower for 
adults and hover around 
40%.

“You can see a lot of 
people out there not vac-
cinated against the flu,” 
Dolojan said, adding that 
vaccines not only protect 
the individual but also 
reduce the general trans-
mission rate in the com-
munity.

Health officials also 
continue to stress the im-
portance of hand washing 
as one of the best defenses 
against any respiratory ill-
ness. They ask people who 
are feeling any of the myr-
iad symptoms—including 
fever, runny nose, aches 
and pains—to get tested 
and treated and then iso-
late to avoid the spread.

“If you are ill with a 
respiratory illness, the 
best thing to do for your-
self and others is to stay 
home,” Dolojan said. “I’m 
sure others would appre-
ciate that. I get it, the past 
two years have been very 
suffocating, but we must 
always exercise some pru-
dence in caring for our-
selves and others.”

That doesn’t mean peo-
ple should let fear keep 
them away from family 
and friends.

“Gathering is definitely 
better than not gathering,” 
Mandell said, again citing 
the need for personal re-
sponsibility. “Be careful 
during the holiday sea-
son, but I think you should 
celebrate Christmas and 
Hanukkah and all your 
holidays and be thankful 
we’ve gotten to the place 
we have as a community 
and share in the respon-
sibility we have in con-
trolling” the spread of 
viruses.

cathy dyson: 540/374-5425 
cdyson@freelancestar.com
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Two local groups have 
raised money for humani-
tarian needs and collected 
medical supplies, including 
ambulances, for the war-
torn country of Ukraine.

While Fredericksburg’s 
sister–city associations 
and local artists teamed 
up to raise $24,000 for 
three charities working in 
Ukraine, LifeCare Medi-
cal Transports of Stafford 
County has been part of 
a nationwide effort to get 
ambulances and equipment 

there.
“It is truly a humbling 

experience to see so many 
agencies in our area and 
across the nation reaching 
out to help,” said Kevin Dil-
lard, LifeCare’s president 
and CEO. “That is what 
EMS is all about. Helping 
those in need.”

Craig Vasey chaired 
the Fredericksburg sis-
ter-city effort, known as 
FXBG4Ukraine, and noted 
the same spirit. His wife, 
Wendy, worked to coordi-
nate the effort with Betsy 
Glassie, who had the idea 
to create a fundraiser with 
donated artwork.

Thirty artists from the 
region donated pieces for 
the online and live auctions 
while others contributed 

food, time and financial 
support. The efforts raised 
$24,000 which was split 
equally among Doctors 
without Borders, Save the 
Children and World Central 
Kitchen.

Because the funds were 
donated on “Giving Tues-
day,” Nov. 29, they were 
eligible for matching gifts 
from other sponsors. That 
resulted in the $24,000 pro-
ceeds from Fredericksburg 
being turned into $72,000 
worth of donations.

“It was an extra bonus to 
our efforts and a thrilling 
opportunity,” Craig Vasey 
said.

Meanwhile, LifeCare’s 
Dillard and Chris Manson 
of OSF HealthCare have 
worked since March to 

collect medical equipment 
for Ukraine, including three 
ambulances which LifeCare 
is donating.

LifeCare also has been 
the staging ground for 
other contributions. Colo-
nial Beach Volunteer Res-
cue Squad donated medical 
supplies while Wintergreen 
Fire & Rescue and Stuarts 
Draft Fire Department gave 
an emergency department 
bed, 36 sets of firefight-
ing turnout gear including 
safety air packs and 20 sets 
of new tire chains.

LifeCare continues to 
accept donations. For more 
information, contact kdil-
lard@lifecare94.com.

cathy dyson: 540/374-5425 
cdyson@freelancestar.com

Groups continue efforts for Ukraine
Local organizations 
raise money, collect 
supplies for country

ERIC MARTIN 

artists and members of Fredericksburg’s sister–city associations raised $24,000 through the auction of donated artwork. 

ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WNba star and two-time Olympic gold medalist brittney Griner is escorted to a 
courtroom for a hearing in Khimki just outside moscow, on July 7.
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By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Fredericksburg-area residents 
are finding ways to help people in 
Ukraine, whether that’s collecting 
new socks, donating entry fees from 
bridge tournaments or sponsoring 
contests for people to pick their fa-
vorite movies.

Joe McElroy asked his neighbors 
for checks made out to the Ameri-
can Red Cross for relief efforts. Last 
Sunday, during particularly blustery 
weather, he and other residents of 
the over-55 subdivision, Regency at 
Chancellorsville, set up a table out-
side the clubhouse. McElroy deco-
rated it with small, blue-and-yellow 
Ukrainian flags.

Local relief efforts 
reveal generosity

PHOTOS BY PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Joe McElroy and his wife Mary encourage residents of subdivisions like theirs to organize 
events to help the people of Ukraine. He organized a weekend fundraiser in Spotsylvania.

Jo Petranka of the Fredericksburg Duplicate Bridge Club 
participates in a fundraising event to aid Ukrainians.

CHARITY STARTS AT HOME, MAKES ITS WAY TO UKRAINE

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

At first, when Tim 
Abbott looked around 
at the thousands of 
refugees in a Polish 
train station, he saw 
the mass of humanity 
through clinical eyes 
only, wondering what 
strategies he might 
put in place elsewhere 
to assist those who’ve 
fled war-torn Ukraine.

Abbott is the op-
erator of the Celebrate 
Virginia Chick-fil-A 
on U.S. 17 in Stafford 
County and has long 
been a volunteer with 
its charity, Lifeshape. 
He was one of six vol-
unteers who recently 
traveled to Poland, 
Slovakia and Roma-
nia—countries that 
border Ukraine—to 
see how they might 
help.

At one large bus and 
train station in Poland, 
Abbott watched as 
women and children 
lined up outside rooms 
and kiosks that used 
to sell refreshments 
or perhaps even sou-
venirs. In the wake of 

ChiCk-FiL-A 
oPerAtor  
trAVeLS to 
eDGe oF WAr

Tim Abbott (wearing 
hat) recently visited 
Eastern Europe.

SEE FUnDRAISInG, A14

SEE ABBOTT, A14

By SARAH RANKIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RICHMOND—Virginia state 
agencies collectively “lost situ-
ational awareness” and failed to 
keep up with growing gridlock 
during a January snowstorm that 
stranded hundreds of motor-
ists along Interstate 95, a state-
commissioned report released 

Friday said.
While the 41-page report 

offered suggestions for im-
proving future emergency re-
sponses, it did not ascribe blame 
to any single person or agency. 
It noted first responders faced 
unusually heavy snowfall, bus-
ier-than-normal traffic and 
COVID-19-related staffing 

shortages—all while dealing 
with a highway corridor notori-
ous for congestion in the best of 
circumstances.

State officials, including lead-
ers of the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, vowed to thor-
oughly review the report and its 
recommendations.

“VDOT’s top priority is and 

always will be the safety of the 
traveling public, and as we learn 
from each event, this report 
highlighted key areas for us to re-
fine in our winter-weather oper-
ations,” Virginia Commissioner 
of Highways Stephen Brich said.

No deaths or injuries were re-
ported from the gridlock near the 
nation’s capital. But the monster 

logjams fed outrage among mo-
torists, some of them stranded 
overnight Monday, Jan. 3, into 
Tuesday, Jan. 4, pleading on so-
cial media for help.

The report included a detailed 
timeline. It noted plowing began 
as snow began accumulating, but 
earlier rain meant roads couldn’t 

Report criticizes Virginia’s response to snowy interstate gridlock

SEE RESpOnSE, A3

By NEBI QENA  
AND yURAS KARMANAU
ASSOCIATED PRESS

K YIV, Ukraine—Ukrainian 
troops moved cautiously to 
retake territory north of the 
country’s capital on Saturday, 
using cables to pull the bodies 
of civilians off streets of one 
town out of fear that Russian 
forces may have left them 
booby-trapped.

U k r a i n i a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy warned 
that departing Russian troops 
were creating a “catastrophic” 
situation for civilians by leav-
ing mines around homes, 
abandoned equipment and 
“even the bodies of those 
killed.” His claims could not 
be independently verified.

Associated Press journalists 
in Bucha, a suburb northwest 
of Kyiv, watched as Ukrainian 
soldiers backed by a column of 
tanks and other armored vehi-
cles used cables to drag bodies 
off of a street from a distance. 
Locals said the dead—the AP 
counted six—were civilians 
killed without provocation by 
departing Russian soldiers.

“Those people were just 
walking and they shot them 
without any reason. Bang,” 
said a Bucha resident who de-
clined to give his name citing 
safety reasons. “In the next 
neighborhood, Stekolka, it 
was even worse. They would 
shoot without asking any 
question.”

Danger 
lurks in  
reclaimed 
territory
UKRAINIAN FORCES FEAR 
RUSSIANS MINED HOMES, 
BODIES PRIOR TO RETREAT 

SEE UKRAInE, A14

WHAT TO DO? >> U.S., West 
ponder right response should 
Putin resort to nuclear strike. A2
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The retired Army colo-
nel and Vietnam veteran 
was ecstatic, and slightly 
shellshocked, when the 
group raised $7,000. So 
were his neighbors in the 
Spotsylvania County sub-
division.

“They’re stunned, al-
most like they’re speech-
less for a moment and I’m 
the same way,” he said. 
“We set a goal of $5,000 
and felt that was a stretch. 
To beat it by 40% tells me 
that Americans are in-
credibly generous.”

McElroy would like to 
do more, but is limited at 
age 81, saying his health is 
just about gone. However, 
he would like to hold up 
his small, over-55 devel-
opment as an example 
of what one group can 
do—and inspire others to 
match it.

For  more  th a n f ive 
weeks, Americans who 
have been inundated with 
images of war-torn cities 
in Ukraine and accounts 
of more than 4 million 
refugees seeking safety 
elsewhere in Europe may 
also have wondered how 
to help.

“I think there’s such a 
general sense of sadness 
and also the hate of the 
violence that’s going on, 
too,” said Brenda Chase, a 
longtime parishioner, and 
vestry member at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Fred-
ericksburg. “People feel 
helpless, but if we can give 
money to people over there 
on the scene, it makes us 
feel like we’re contributing 
in some way.”

Trinity is asking mem-
bers to donate to the Epis-
copal Relief & Develop-
ment Fund which assists 
refugees from Ukraine 
and Afghanistan. It’s one 
of several dozen churches 
and relief organizations, 
ranging from Catholic 
Relief Services to the 
American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee 
to Action Against Hun-
ger to World Vision, all 
accredited by the Better 
Business Bureau’s Wise 
Giving Alliance. The list 
is on the website, give.org/
Ukraine-charity-relief-
tips, along with other 
suggestions about the best 
ways Americans can help.

The BBB suggests givers 
consider charities that are 
experienced with emer-
gency relief, especially 
those that had a presence 
in Ukraine before the in-
vasion, said H. Art Taylor, 
president and CEO of the 
Wise Giving Alliance. 
That becomes even more 
vital as ports are blocked 
and roads within the 
country become impass-
able because of bombings.

As Chase sat amid light-
ed candles during a prayer 
vigil, she said it was “very 
sobering to think of all 
the lives being affected 
by this, and how the poor 
Ukrainians are suffering.”

Jim Powell, owner of 
Powell’s Furniture and 
Mattress in Spotsylvania, 
had the same thoughts.

“A little over a month 
ago, they were enjoying 
the basic necessities of 
life—their homes, their 

jobs and going about their 
day-to-day activities just 
like you or I would do, and 
all of a sudden they have 
nothing, absolutely noth-
ing,” he said. “They’ve 
been invaded by a super-
power that has one pur-
pose and that is to destroy 
them.”

Powell decided to donate 
a portion of sales from 
April 1–3, to the American 
Red Cross for Ukrainian 
relief. The company has 
done it at least six other 
times after hurricanes or 
other disasters hit, and 
each campaign usually 
raises about $5,000.

“It’s the least we can do,” 
he said.

‘PRETTY UNIFYING’
Jo Petranka of Stafford 

County played several 
hands of cards with the 
Fredericksburg Duplicate 
Bridge Club last week to 
help Ukrainians through 
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
World Food Program. 
The American Contract 
Bridge League suggested 
its 3,000 clubs hold the 
special charity games and 
the Fredericksburg club 
was among those that fol-
lowed suit.

“I’m glad we can do this 
to help them,” Petranka 
said. “People seem like 
they really want to par-
ticipate.”

She said some members 
donated well above the en-
try fees, others who hadn’t 
played in a while came out 
of semi-retirement and 
still others who no longer 
play to a trick or designate 
a trump suit still contrib-
uted money.

Todd McLean of North 
Stafford appealed to peo-
ples’ movie interests in 
his effort to help Ukraine. 
In 2007, the government 
contractor had an assign-

ment there and spent two 
weeks in the capital city 
of Kyiv, where he was in-
spired by the spirit, resil-
ience and independence he 
witnessed.

After Russia invaded, 
he created a Facebook 
chal lenge, #90sMov-
iesforUkraine, that asks 
people to pick their favor-
ite movies from the 1990s 
among four spotlighted 
daily.

Participants are asked to 
give at least $1, but most 
donated $25 or $50, said 
McLean, whose campaign 
topped $2,000 last week. 
He lets people pick from 14 
charities listed on the site 
or select their own.

“It’s been a rough few 
years for all of us here, 
let alone for people in 
Ukraine,” McLean said. 
“It’s pretty cool to see 
across the country how 
much money people have 
contributed and it seems 
to be a pretty unifying 
thing, as divisive as things 
have been for a long time.”

‘THE LOVE OF JESUS’
Benchmark Baptist Fel-

lowship in Spotsylvania 
has a small congrega-
tion—about 30 people—
and a direct connection 
to Ukraine. One of Pastor 
Alan Schoeff’s seminary 
instructors was Tony 
Hansen, who for more 
than 15 years has served as 
a missionary in Zhytomyr. 
That’s a city in the north-

west of the country.
When the invasion be-

gan, Schoeff and his con-
gregation followed the 
news of Hansen and took 
up a collection which the 
missionary will disperse 
to those in need. So far, 
Benchmark has raised 
about $500, which is “fair-
ly substantial for our little 
church,” the pastor said, 
and will continue to col-
lect funds through April 
24.

“Tony still has inter-
net connections with the 
church there in Zhytomyr 
and they are providing aid 
to citizens trying to get 
out of the county as well 
as food, transportation 
and shelter,” Schoeff said. 
“He plans to return when 
borders open back up.”

Donations can be made 
at the church, its website 
or by mail at 10510 Bench-
mark Rd., Fredericksburg, 
VA 22408.

At Tabernacle Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 
Spotsylvania, members 
made donations to the 
denomination’s nation-
al relief effort, but “our 
church family wanted 
to do more,” said Judy 
Schrader, who chairs the 
missions committee. The 
group had learned about 
the Northern Virginia 
Regional Commission’s 
plan to collect new or 
gently used coats and new 
blankets, heavy socks and 
gloves.

The commission con-
sists of 13 governments 
and has drop-off points 
through Northern Vir-
ginia listed on its website. 
The Tabernacle group 
decided on a Thursday to 
join the effort and by Sun-
day, members were going 
through their closets for 
used coats, buying every-
thing they could find in 
local stores and ordering 
even more from Amazon, 
Schrader said.

Tabernacle will collect 
items from the commu-
nity on Saturday. From 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m., residents 
can take their donations 
to Tabernacle UMC, 7310 
Old Plank Road #A. Mem-
bers hope the Ukrainians 
who receive the items 
will be warmed by them, 
according to a church an-
nouncement, and “feel the 
love of Jesus through our 
donations.”
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com
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the Russian invasion, 
more than 4 million 
Ukrainians have sought 
refuge in similar places  
all over Eastern Europe. 
Outside one room in the 
station, they lined up for 
diapers and baby food. 
At others, they ate meals 
from soup kitchens or 
received boxes of non-
perishable items for the 
next leg of their journey.

Through an interpret-
er, Abbott talked with a 
group of refugees who 
were assigned to Nor-
way, another 24 hours by 
bus and a ferry ride from 
Estonia. As they shared 
details of how far they’d 
come and the husbands 
and sons they’d left be-
hind, they were obvi-
ously shell-shocked, 
Abbott said. Still, as 
people offered them 
food and money, and 
candy for their children, 
they wept in gratitude.

A n d  t h a t ’s  w h e n 
things got personal for 
Abbott.

“These are real people, 
real lives that have been 
totally uprooted,” Ab-
bott said, apologizing 
as he started crying. 
“That’s when it hit me 
that this could be me, 
this could be me and my 
family. Could you imag-
ine if I’d left my country 
and I’m in Mexico or 
Canada, and I’m told I’m 
being sent to a whole 
other country, a whole 
different culture and 
language, and I don’t 
know how long I’m going 
to be there or when I will 
see my family again?”

Abbott had to walk 
out of the train station. 
As he later recounted 
the story, he said the full 
impact of what he saw 
has hit home since he 
returned to the United 
States on Tuesday night. 
He and other volunteers 
with Lifeshape were “in 
country” eight to nine 
days, delivering food at 
border drop-offs and as-
sessing what the charity 
will do next.

Lifeshape is one of 
hundreds of nongovern-
mental organizations, or 
NGOs, that already had 
a presence in Ukraine. 
Lifeshape began more 
than 17 years ago—and 
Abbott has been a part 
from the start—and it’s 
established relation-
ships with churches in 
Ukraine, helping with 
English-speaking pro-
grams, orphanages or 
infrastructure, such as 
digging wells.

“We have natu ra l 
built-in distribution 
systems already,” he 
said.

Abbott and others 
tapped into that system 
during their visit. Each 
of the six volunteers 
filled suitcases with up 
to 70 pounds—the al-
lowable weight—with 
medical supplies and 
dried food such as pasta 
and beans. After they 
arrived at countries that 
bordered Ukraine, they 
bought more food and 
water, packing large 
vans—similar to what 
Amazon uses—with up 
to $10,000 in goods per 
vehicle.

Then, they drove to 
the borders and met 
their partners, who then 
filled their vehicles with 
the goods for distribu-
tion.

“Some of our partners 
have had to leave Kyiv 
and the largest cities 
in the east and flee to 
the west,” Abbott said. 
“They’re setting up or-
ganizations in small 
towns along the border 
and getting warehouses, 
and people like us are 
f lying in and getting 
food for them on the 
border.”

While it was “chaos 
in many ways,” he was 
inspired to see churches 
of all denominations in 
western Ukraine turn 
their facilities into refu-
gee centers.

Abbott has ta lked 
with other Lifeshape 
officials since his return 
and the group is devel-
oping a strategy. He be-
lieves their efforts, and 
others like them, will 
make the difference.

“ T h e  o n l y  w a y 
Ukraine is going to sur-
vive is from the NGOs 
bringing in food, medi-
cal supplies and even 
gas,” he said. “We are 
not designed for this, 
but it doesn’t matter. 
We’ve been called to 
support our friends and 
our community and 
it’s going to take every-
body.”

T h rou g h  a not he r 
project with Lifeshape, 
Abbott is working to 
br ing young people 
from various European 
countries, including 
Ukraine, to America this 
summer. Six will come 
to the Fredericksburg 
area. Anyone interested 
in hosting a visitor or 
helping with Chick-fil-
A’s efforts can contact 
him at Timpas24444@
gmail.com.
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com

aBBOTT
► FROM A1

Workers with Chick-fil-A’s charity, Lifeshape, 
unloaded vehicles at the Ukrainian border.

Bridge players participate in a fundraiser at Calvary 
Chapel of Fredericksburg to aid Ukrainians.

photos by pEtER CIhELKA / thE FREE LANCE–stAR

Stafford County resident Todd McLean is raising money for Ukraine through  
a movie-themed game he created. Players are asked to donate at least $1. 

It’s pretty cool to see 
across the country how 
much money people 
have contributed and 
it seems to be a pretty 
unifying thing.

—TODD McLEAN

Ukraine and its Western 
allies reported mounting 
evidence of Russia with-
drawing its forces from 
around Kyiv and building 
its troop strength in east-
ern Ukraine.

The visible shift did not 
mean the country faced a 
reprieve from more than 
five weeks of war or that 
the more than 4 million 
refugees who have f led 
Ukraine will return soon. 
Zelenskyy said he expects 
departed towns to endure 
missile and rocket strikes 
from afar and for the battle 
in the east to be intense.

“It’s still not possible to 

return to normal life, as it 
used to be, even at the ter-
ritories that we are taking 
back after the fighting,” 
the president said.

Moscow’s focus on east-
ern Ukraine also kept the 
besieged southeastern city 
of Mariupol in the cross-
hairs. The port city on the 
Sea of Azov is located in 
the mostly Russian-speak-
ing Donbas region, where 
Moscow-backed separat-
ists have fought Ukrai-
nian troops for eight years. 
Military analysts think 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin is determined to 
capture the region after his 
forces failed to secure Kyiv 
and other major cities.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross 

had hoped to evacuate 
Mariupol residents Sat-
urday but had not yet 
reached the city. A day 

earlier, local authorities 
said the Red Cross was 
blocked by Russian forces.

An adviser to Zelen-

skyy, Oleksiy Arestovych, 
said in an interview with 
Russian lawyer and ac-
tivist Mark Feygin that 
Russia and Ukraine had 
reached an agreement to 
allow 45 buses to drive to 
Mariupol to evacuate resi-
dents “in coming days.”

The Mariupol city coun-
cil said earlier Saturday 
that 10 empty buses were 
headed to Berdyansk, a city 
52.2 miles west of Mari-
upol, to pick up people who 
managed to get there on 
their own. About 2,000 
made it out of Mariupol 
on Friday, some on buses 
and some in their own 
vehicles, city officials said.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s 
deputy prime minister, 
Iryna Vereshchuk, said 765 

Mariupol residents on Sat-
urday used private vehicles 
to reach Zaporizhzhia, 
a city still under Ukrai-
nian control that has been 
the destination for other 
planned evacuations.

Mariupol has been sur-
rounded by Russian forces 
for more than a month and 
suffered some of the war’s 
worst attacks. Around 
100,000 people are be-
lieved to remain in the 
city, down from a prewar 
population of 430,000, 
and they face dire short-
ages of water, food, fuel 
and medicine.

The city’s capture would 
give Moscow an unbroken 
land bridge from Russia 
to Crimea, which it seized 
from Ukraine in 2014.

UkRaINE
► FROM A1

EFREm LuKAtsKy / AssoCIAtEd pREss

Ukrainian soldiers try to remove the body of a crew 
member from a destroyed Russian tank Saturday.
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By CATHy JETT
FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

As Russian bombs pounded 
Ukraine, a friend reached out to 
a Fredericksburg company for 
help.

“Please, do something,” the 
woman texted Abbas Haider, 
CEO of Aspetto. “My hometown 
is completely destroyed.”

Haider has contacts in Ukraine 
because his company has sup-
plied the Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement 
Affairs with hard armor plates, 
ballistic shields and other equip-
ment.

On Friday, he boarded a char-
tered cargo plane to fly thou-
sands of head lamps, hand warm-
ers, cold weather gear and other 
equipment to Rzeszów–Jasionka 
Airport in southeastern Poland. 
It’s the shipment hub Ukraine’s 
allies are using to resupply the 
war-shattered country.

The flight is one of several As-
petto will charter to help fulfill 
the $4.2 million contract it was 
recently awarded by the U.S. 
Department of State to provide 
medical and specialized equip-
ment to Ukraine. Haider said he 
wanted to go on this flight to see 
how things are operating on the 

ground near Ukraine.
“I want to make sure that if 

there’s anything we can do to 
help them, I want to do that. I 
want to be there for them,” he 
said. “And second, I know that 
the Department of State is short 
staffed over there, so if there’s 
anything that they need, even if 
it’s transport or anything, I got 
my international driver’s per-
mit.”

He said working on this con-
tract is personal because he has 
spent time in Ukraine and has 
made good friends.

“Anything we can do, we’re 
going to do our best to do it,” 
Haider said. “The entire office 
feels this way, not just me. When 
this opportunity came up to help 
them out, I told them, ‘This is 
what it feels like, or what it looks 

City company helps 
supply Ukrainians

PHOTOS BY PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Ross Whitehead, tactical program manager at Aspetto, prepares pallets of supplies at the local 
company’s Spotsylvania warehouse. The Ukraine-bound gear was shipped to Poland last week. 

Abbas Haider is CEO of Aspetto, a Fredericksburg business that 
was awarded a $4.2 million contract to provide gear to Ukraine.

‘THIS IS WHAT IT FEELS LIKE TO MAKE AN IMPACT’

SEE ASPETTO, A10

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

As the Food and Drug 
Administration approved 
a  s e c o n d  C OV I D -19 
booster shot Tuesday for 
older adults while another 
variant looms on the hori-
zon, health officials in the 
Fredericksburg region are 
trying more “personal ap-
proaches” to reach unvac-

cinated people, particu-
larly those who can’t leave 
their homes.

The new FDA autho-
rization means adults 50 
and older who got their 
third dose of Pfizer of 
Moderna vaccines at least 
four months ago are eli-
gible for another shot. 
It allows millions more 
Americans to get another 

Armed with shots, health 
officials make house calls

FILE / PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Last April, Althea Foerch, then 104, prepares to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine at her Stafford home.

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Spotsylvania Coun-
ty School Board on Mon-
day approved a restruc-
tured plan for providing 
staff bonuses using car-
ryover funds.

The School Board in 
December approved us-
ing a portion of about $14 
million in carryover funds 
from the fiscal year that 
ended June 30, 2021 to give 
all staff $1,000 bonuses 
and to implement a mid-
year hourly raise, effective 
January 2022, for bus driv-
ers and custodians.

Under the new plan, 
which was proposed in a 
motion by April Gillespie, 
bonuses will be distribut-
ed only to active employ-
ees in good standing as of 
the April 30, 2022, school 
division payroll and the 
amount will be dependent 
on hours worked per week.

All full-time employ-
ees—except for those 
in “administration and 
anyone who makes over 
$100,000 per year,” ac-
cording to Gillespie’s mo-

tion—will receive the 
$1,000 bonus.

Part-time employees 
who work between 10 and 
20 hours per week will re-
ceive $500 and those who 
work fewer than 10 hours 
will receive $250.

The remainder of the 
carryover funds will be 
spent as follows:

 � $2.9 million contri-
bution to the other post-
employment benefits fund

 � $150,000 on a pay 
scale compression study

 � $2 million for “in-
structional needs”

Additional remain-
ing funds will be divided 
among middle school art, 
music and physical educa-
tion programs; high school 
sports other than football; 
elementary music and 
P.E. programs; and the 
school division’s enrich-
ment program for gifted 
students.

School Board members 

Spotsy schools OK 
new plan for bonuses

SUPERVISORS >> Spotsy 
plans hearing on budget. A5

SEE SPOTSy, A10

SEE BOOSTERS, A10

By NEBI QENA AND yURAS KARMANAU
ASSOCIATED PRESS

K YIV, Ukraine—Russia an-
nounced Tuesday it will signifi-
cantly scale back military opera-
tions near Ukraine’s capital and 
a northern city, as the outlines of 
a possible deal to end the grind-
ing war came into view at the 
latest round of talks.

Ukraine’s delegation at the 
conference, held in Istanbul, laid 
out a framework under which 
the country would declare itself 
neutral and its security would be 
guaranteed by an array of other 
nations.

Moscow’s public reaction 
was positive, and the nego-
tiations are expected to resume 
Wednesday, five weeks into 
what has devolved into a bloody 
war of attrition, with thousands 
dead and almost 4 million 
Ukrainians fleeing the country.

Amid the talks, Russian Dep-
uty Defense Minister Alexander 
Fomin said Moscow has decided 
to “fundamentally ... cut back 
military activity in the direction 
of Kyiv and Chernihiv” to “in-
crease mutual trust and create 
conditions for further negotia-
tions.”

He did not immediately spell 
out what that would mean in 
practical terms.

The announcement was met 
with skepticism from the U.S. 
and others.

Ukraine President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said Russia cannot 
be trusted. Although the signals 
from the talks are “positive,” 
they ”can’t silence explosions of 
Russian shells,” he said.

Zelenskyy said it was Ukrai-
nian troops who forced Russia’s 
hand, adding that “we shouldn’t 
ease our guard” because the 
invading army still “has a great 
potential to continue attacks 
against our country.”

Russia vows to scale back near Ukraine’s capital city
U.S. AND OTHERS SKEPTICAL  
OF ANNOUNCEMENT; TALKS  
TO RESUME WEDNESDAY

VADIm GHIRDA / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ukraine’s Col. Gen. Oleksandr 
Syrsky walks in a trench near 
the country’s capital Tuesday.SEE UKRAInE, A8
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Aspetto contract administrator Blayne Stine maneuvers a pallet stacked with 
cold-weather equipment and other gear intended to help war-torn Ukraine.

like, to make an impact. 
We actually are involved 
in getting the products out 
there.’ ”

Aspetto, which Haider 
and fellow University of 
Mary Washington gradu-
ate Robert Davis founded 
in 2008, made its mark 
initially by making cus-
tom men’s suits and then 
bullet-resistant clothing. 
It has since branched out 
to include tactical gear, 
logistics, IT and systems 
engineering, digital media 
and, within a few weeks, 
cybersecurity.

“We are not actually 
doing body armor for this 
contract, at least not yet, 
I should say, because it 
is not just a done deal,” 
Haider said. “It does have 
the ability to add more 
products and more dollars 
to this contract as their 
demands and require-
ments change.”

Aspetto also sells over 
20,000 products from 
various suppliers to the 
government. Haider and 
his team at Aspetto began 
reaching out to some of 
them for products for its 
latest contract before the 
ink was even dry. Every-
thing needed to be in stock 
and ready to ship because 
there was no time to wait 
for things to be manufac-
tured.

“Aspetto almost sound-
ed like a New York Stock 
Exchange trading f loor 
because we had to get 
them real-time inven-
tory,” said Haider, who 
was facing competition 
from other offices, gov-
ernments and nongov-
ernmental agencies. “Ev-
ery second, things were 
changing.”

Several companies held 
items for him until the 
contract was finalized—
including 2,000 head-
lamps, 10,000 pieces of 
cold-weather gear and 
250,000 hand warmers—
for which he said he was 
grateful. Aspetto was also 
able to source thousands 
of other items, including 
uniforms, medical kits, 
tourniquets, backpacks, 
hydration packs, boots, 
batteries and ready-to-

eat meals.
To get the supplies to 

Poland, the State De-
pa r t m e nt  a ske d  A s-
petto to charter its own 
cargo planes. Shortages 
and soaring gas prices 
soon sent the compa-
ny’s $250,000 contracted 
quote for this skyrock-
eting to actual expens-
es of from $500,000 to 
$600,000.

“Those costs went out 
the window so we were 
working very closely with 
the Department of State 
and sharing planes,” Haid-
er said.

The $4.2 million con-
t rac t  to  he lp  supply 
Ukraine is one of several 
Aspetto has been awarded 
or is bidding on this year. 
Haider said he expects 
the company’s revenues 
will be about $30 million 
for 2022, a growth rate of 
more than 100 percent 
over 2021. He attributed 
that to both diversifica-
tion and Aspetto being 
good at what it does.

Forbes magazine, among 
others, has taken notice. It 
named Aspetto in the top 
20 percent of the fastest-
growing companies in 
America for 2021, and 
included Haider and Davis 
in its Forbes 30 Under 30 
Class of 2018 list. That list 
features 600 visionaries 
under the age of 30 in 20 
different industries.

“Every industry we have 
gone into, we have learned 

what everyone else is do-
ing and then we’ve made 
a difference. For example, 
we got into the suit busi-
ness, right? What did we 
do? We did what everyone 
else did, and then we cre-
ated America’s first bullet-
resistant clothing line,” 
Haider said.

“Then we got into the 
tactical industry, which is 
tactical gear. What did we 
do? We created a patented 
quick-release system that 
allows the user to quickly 
put on or take off their tac-
tical vest, and that compo-
nent took off like wildfire, 
where the biggest body ar-
mor company in the world 
has that component on 
their vests as a standard 
feature,” he added.

Aspetto’s most recent 
acquisition is Pop Smoke 
Media, which has almost 
1 million Department of 
Defense, veteran and first 
responder followers on 
social media, as well as a 
popular podcast. Among 
its duties will be enliven-
ing what Haider called a 
“boring” approach to re-
cruitment by injecting wit 
and humor in its podcasts 
and online newspaper.

Pop Smoke is also help-
ing the company give back 
to its target audience. 
Last month, it selected 
and paid for 10 service 
members to get help cre-
ating their résumés. This 
month, it picked five and 
paid their past-due bills.

 Haider says his and Da-
vis’ time at UMW helped 
hone their ability to diver-
sify. As liberal arts stu-
dents, they didn’t have 
to concentrate on one 
subject. Instead, they were 
able to take everything 
from acting and art classes 
to biology and computer 
science.

“We know a little bit 
about so many differ-
ent things,” Haider said. 
“When someone from, 
let’s say, the biotech side, 
starts talking to us and 
starts dropping certain 
terms, we can fol low 
along.”

He said that he and his 
cofounder plan to con-
tinue growing their com-
pany, and added Greg Dyer 
as chief of strategy and 
technical growth in 2020. 
Prior to joining Aspetto, 
Dyer helped develop and 
lead Spinvi Consulting’s 
growth from $3 million 
to $115 million in annual 
revenue over a three-year 
period.

“We’re not looking to 
sell. We’re having too 
much fun,” Haider said. 
“This is exciting to me. 
Professional growth is 
important to me, but per-
sonal growth is almost 
more important than pro-
fessional growth. One 
thing that I love in what 
we do, and the freedom to 
do what we do, is that we 
can diversify, we can learn 
about different things.”

ASPETTO
► FROM A1

Gillespie, Kirk Twigg, Lisa 
Phelps and Rabih Abuis-
mail voted in favor of the 
proposal.

This plan for the carry-
over funds had not previ-
ously been discussed in 
public by the board and, 
according to board mem-
bers Dawn Shelley, Lorita 
Daniels and Nicole Cole, 
had not been shared with 
the entire board.

Gillespie said in mak-
ing her motion that the 
spending plan for the car-
ryover funds approved by 
the previous School Board 
last year was “nullified” 
because the carryover 
money does not belong 
to the School Board until 
it has been allocated by 
the Board of Supervisors, 
which did not happen un-
til this month.

She said that the School 
Board must “choose wise-
ly” in deciding how to 
spend the funds.

“Scaling rewards ac-
cording to hours worked 
is a wise choice,” Gillespie 
said. “Giving the same 
reward regardless of the 
hours worked is an ineq-
uity and a discouragement 
to those who work more 
hours each week.”

Twigg said that the re-
structured bonus plan 
will save an estimated $1 
million of the carryover 
funds.

The new plan for money 
presented by Gillespie 
does not include mid-year 
raises for bus drivers and 
custodians that were part 
of the original plan.

Raising the starting 
hourly pay for bus drivers 
and custodians is in the 
School Board’s budget re-
quest for next fiscal year, 
which has not yet been 
approved by the Board of 
Supervisors.

Shelley, Cole and Dan-
iels did not support the re-
structured carryover plan.

“To our staff, you know 
you deserve these pay 
raises from January to the 
end of this fiscal year and 
the raise built in for next 
year,” Cole said.

Sh e l l e y  c a l l e d  t h e 
new plan a “sham” and a 
“scam.”

“The reason for the bo-
nus was because our staff 
deserved it,” she said. “We 
need our students to have 
the best people they pos-
sibly can have in all posi-
tions.”

Shelley said that the 
$1,000 bonus could have 
been especially helpful to 
employees working less 
than 10 hours a week, who 
will now get $250, before 
taxes.

“They’re probably the 
ones that can use it the 

most,” she said. “I know 
I’m just saying it, and I 
could be wrong. But we’ve 
got to remember our peo-
ple.”

The board on Monday 
also tasked Gillespie and 
Daniels with soliciting 
proposals from firms to 
conduct the search for a 
new superintendent.

Twigg said he asked all 
board members to come to 
the meeting with a list of 
firms to consider.

Phelps came with three 
proposals and made a 
motion to approve the 
one from the lowest bid-
der, GR Recruiting, but 
rescinded that motion 
after the board’s attorney, 
Brad King, suggested that 
selecting a firm without 
being open about how it 
was selected could expose 
the board to legal action.

“There are concerns 
that are legitimate that 
have been raised by some 
of your colleagues about 
the transparency with 
which this has been done 
that could expose you to 
a lawsuit,” King said. “I’m 
not saying they would 
win, but you could have 
that distraction.”

The board then had a 
lengthy discussion con-
cerning the need to define 
the scope of work that will 
form the basis for each 
firm’s proposal.

Twigg said that the 
firms will “introduce the 
scope and timeline” in 
their proposals, but Shel-
ley and Cole said the board 
as a whole needs to define 
the scope of work first so 
the firms will be respond-
ing to the same request.

“We have to decide, 
how many superintendent 
candidates do we want? 
What is their timeline? 
How many public hearings 
will they hold? Are there 
going to be public hear-
ings and surveys? These 
are some things we need 
to make a decision about 
so that we’re comparing 
apples to apples and not 
apples to watermelons,” 
Shelley said.

Cole made a motion 
to approve an amended 
version of the request for 
proposals used last year by 
Charlottesville City Public 
Schools in its superinten-
dent search.

This motion passed by 
a vote of 3–2, with Shel-
ley, Cole and Daniels sup-
porting it and Twigg and 
Phelps voting against it.

Abuismail and Gillespie 
abstained from the vote.

Gillespie and Daniels 
will present the proposals 
early next week and the 
board will discuss them at 
another special meeting 
on Tuesday, April 5.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele

SPOTSy
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booster, but as the Associ-
ated Press noted in a story, 
“the question is whether 
everyone who’s eligible 
should rush out and get it.” 
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention is 
expected to weigh in.

Mea nwh i le ,  hea lt h 
districts from Culpeper 
County to Colonial Beach 
and beyond are continu-
ing a homebound program 
to take vaccines to those 
whose age or disability 
prohibits them from get-
ting out to a medical pro-
vider, pharmacy or health 
department.

“We are hopeful that 
more personal approaches 
to increase access will 
help us to reach those who 
remain unvaccinated, es-
pecially while the vaccine 
and program are avail-
able at no cost,” said Dr. 
Richard Williams, health 
director for the Three Riv-
ers Health District, which 
includes Westmoreland 
County and other locali-
ties in the Northern Neck 
and Middlesex Peninsula.

The R appa ha n nock 
Area Health District, 
which covers Fredericks-
burg and the counties of 
Caroline, King George, 
Spotsylvania and Stafford, 
also continues its home-
bound efforts.

“Often, these are people 
who are at risk due to med-
ical conditions or age,” Al-
lison Balmes–John, health 
district spokesperson, 
said in April 2021 when 
the homebound initiative 
began. “Even if they aren’t 
going out into the com-
munity, they often have 

people come into their 
homes providing care.”

Only those who can’t 
get out of their homes are 
eligible. Priority will be 
given to those who haven’t 
received any vaccines, 
said Mary Chamberlin, 
the health district’s public 
information officer.

Those interested in a 
homebound visit can con-
tact:

 � Fredericksburg 
area: 540/899-4797

 � Culpeper, Fauquier 
and Orange counties: 
540/308-6072

 � Westmoreland, 
Middlesex Peninsula: 
804/815-4191

Meanwhile, the FDA’s 
announcement of eligibil-
ity for a second booster 
shot comes as the BA.2 
variant, a “sibling” of the 
omicron strain that swept 
the nation during the fall 
and winter, has become 
the dominant variant 
worldwide, according to 
health reports.

The CDC estimates that 
half the cases in New York 
and New Jersey—areas 
that have experienced 
past surges before the rest 
of the country—are the 
BA.2 variant. The strain 
also makes up almost one-
third of Virginia cases, 
according to the weekly 
report from the Three Riv-
ers Health District.

Some health reports 
have suggested the sub-
strain is even more con-
tagious than the original 
omicron. Others indicate 
the protection from vac-
cines and boosters, as well 
as the widespread natural 
immunity gained from 
all those who contracted 
it, may only cause what 
Three Rivers character-

ized as “modest increases 
in the United States in 
coming weeks.”

While none of the vac-
cines have been as strong 
against the omicron mu-
tant as the original ver-
sions of the virus because 
protection wanes over 
time, two vaccine doses 
are almost 80% effec-
tive against needing a 
ventilator or dying from 
an infection, according to 
the CDC. A booster shot 
pushes that protection to 
94%, the CDC reported.

The RAHD makes that 
point in bold, flashing let-
ters on its Facebook page 
in a post that declares: 
“Unvaccinated people are 
almost 100 times more 
likely to die from COVID 
than people who are fully 
vaccinated and boosted.”

However, state and local 
rates for booster shots, es-
pecially, are considerably 
lower than national aver-
ages, according to data.

Across America, about 
66% of the population is 
fully vaccinated and about 
42% have gotten booster 
shots.

In Virginia, 77% of the 
population age 5 and old-
er has been vaccinated 
but only 36% has gotten 
boosters, according to 
VDH data.

In Fredericksburg and 
the counties of Caroline, 
King George, Spotsylvania 
and Stafford, 60% of the 
population has been vac-
cinated but only 31% has 
gotten booster shots, ac-
cording to the state.

Regionally, Fauquier 
County has the highest 
rates, with 69% of the 
population vaccinated and 
33% boosted. King George 
has the lowest, with 55% 

of the population vac-
cinated and 25% with 
booster shots.

In regards to another 
booster, U.S. health of-
ficials looked to Israeli 
research. During the omi-
cron surge, the nation 
offered a fourth dose to 
people 60 and older at 
least four months after 
their last shot.

Preliminary data posted 
online last week sug-
gested some benefit: Is-
raeli researchers counted 
92 deaths among more 
than 328,000 people who 
got the extra shot, com-
pared to 232 deaths among 
234 ,000 p eople  who 
skipped the fourth dose.

What’s far from clear is 
how long any extra ben-
efit from another booster 
would last, and thus when 
to get it.

“The ‘when’ is a really 
difficult part. Ideally we 
would time booster doses 
right before surges but 
we don’t always know 
when that’s going to be,” 
Dr. William Moss of the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, 
told the Associated Press.

Plus, a longer interval 
between shots helps the 
immune system mount 
a stronger, more cross-
reactive defense.

“If you get a booster 
too close together, it’s not 
doing any harm—you’re 
just not going to get much 
benefit from it,” said Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 
immunologist E. John 
Wherry.
The Associated Press contributed 
to this story.

Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425 
cdyson@freelancestar.com

BOOSTERS
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By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

An 89-year-old man is 
in jail after being accused 
of sexually assaulting an 
elderly woman in a Staf-
ford County nursing 
home earlier this month, 
court records show.

Glenwood C. Posey is 
charged with two counts 
of aggravated sexual 
battery, two counts of 
object sexual penetra-
tion and two counts of 
interfering with the 
property rights of an-
other.

Stafford Sheriff’s Maj. 
Shawn Kimmitz said 
Deputy C.M. Sterne was 
called to Falls Run Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation 
on Brimley Drive early 
March 17 for a reported 
assault.

Kimmitz said the in-
vestigation showed that 
Posey, a resident at the 

facility, had 
entered the 
room of an-
other resi-
dent about 
3 a.m. and 
s e x u a l l y 
assaulted 
her.

Court records show 
that the same woman 
had been assaulted the 
previous day as well. 
Nurses had been alerted 
to be on the lookout and 
called police after find-
ing evidence of an as-
sault early March 17.

Posey made a state-
ment to police before 
being placed in the Rap-
pahannock Regional Jail, 
where he remained as of 
Tuesday.

A preliminary hearing 
for Posey is scheduled 
for April 26 in Stafford 
General District Court.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

Nursing home resident, 
89, charged in sex assault

Posey



By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A Spotsylvania man was or-
dered Friday to serve 58 years 
in prison for his role in the 2019 
slaying of a county teenager.

Augustus Rhodes, 34, was 
sentenced in Spotsylvania Cir-
cuit Court to life plus 33 years, 
with all but 58 years suspended. 

He was previously 
convicted by a jury 
of charges that in-
cluded murder and 
abduction.

The charges stem 
from the Aug. 12, 
2019, slaying of 
18-year-old James 
Wallin. Wallin was 

shot to death during an alterca-
tion that started when Rhodes 
and codefendant William Mc-
Downey came to his home that 
night and mistook him for a man 
who owed a drug debt.

McDowney is serving 63 years 
for his role in the slaying. He is 
also serving time for unrelated 
convictions.

According to evidence pre-
sented by prosecutors Alex 
Vakos and Ryan Mehaffey, the 
home next to Wallin’s was raided 
12 days before his death and a 
large amount of marijuana was 
seized. McDowney told police 
that someone he referred to as 

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

This fall, King George County 
will allow the use of rifles for 
deer hunting—an activity that’s 
long been prohibited in the lo-
cality because of its flat terrain.

Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Jeff Stonehill, a retired 
King George deputy and former 
Virginia marine police officer, 
proposed the change to the 
county ordinance because “we 
have a lot of rifle shooting as 
it is now,” just not during deer 
season. Rifles are allowed for 
target practice and can be used 
to kill nuisance animals—or 
varmints, as resident Terry 
Moore described coyotes, foxes 
and groundhogs.

Rifles also can be used to kill 
deer and bear that are destroy-
ing farm crops, if landowners 
get the required damage control 

Danielle is the owner of Biscuit 
Batch, two of the market’s new ven-
dors that will sell products, produce 
and plants at the VDOT Commuter 
Lot at the intersection of State Route 
3 and Gordon Road in Spotsylvania 
County. The Navy veteran is a private 
chef who competed on Food Net-
work’s “Cutthroat Kitchen.”

Biscuit Batch will sell a variety of 
breakfast and lunch biscuit sandwich-
es, along with packages of biscuits 
and Danielle’s homemade jams and 
preserves.

Also new to the market will be Plush 
Crispies, a home business specializing 
in gourmet crispy rice treats in flavors 
ranging from classic to “celebration,” 

as well as cocoa chip and coconut. All 
are gluten-free.

“We might be adding another ven-
dor,” said Market Manager Danie 
Payne. “We’re processing the applica-
tion.”

Spotsylvania has two farmers mar-
kets, and the one at the commuter lot 
is the largest. It will run from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturdays through Dec. 17 and 
features 46 vendors. They will sell 
local vegetables, fruits, meats, eggs, 
breads, honey and plants. There also 
will be locally roasted coffee, freshly 
squeezed lemonade, pies and pastries, 
pickles and jams, salsas, kettle corn 
and barbecue.
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By CATHy JETT
FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Hungry shoppers can chow down on one  
of Jessica Danielle’s freshly baked biscuits slathered  

with butter when the Spotsylvania Farmers Market opens  
for the season at 8 a.m. Saturday.

Area farmers markets 
ripe for the picking

FILE / MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Andrew Pittman shops at the farmers market at Spotsylvania Regional Medical Center, which will open May 4.

JESSICA DANIELLE

Biscuit Batch is among the new vendors  
at the farmers market on Gordon Road.

FRESH PRODUCE SEASON IS SO CLOSE YOU CAN TASTE IT

SEE MARKEtS, A10

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

As the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine continues, René 
Pöltl says it’s never been 
more crucial for people 
from different parts of the 
the world to continue their 
partnerships with fellow 
cities—and their friend-
ship with one other.

Pöltl was among 15 visi-
tors from Schwetzingen, 
Fredericksburg’s sister city 
in southwestern Germany, 
near the borders of Swit-
zerland and France. Pöltl is 
both mayor and manager 
of the city, known for its 
castle and gardens.

“In my opinion, it was al-
ways important, but maybe 

it’s much more important 
to stay together now,” 
Pöltl said. “That not only 
means our presidents and 

our politicians, it means 
the people should stay to-
gether … to talk about the 

Ukrainian crisis underscores need for sister city partnerships

PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Visitors from Schwetzingen, Germany, and their  
local hosts chat as they walk across Caroline Street.

SENTENCE STEMS FROM 
ROLE IN 2019 KILLING; HE 
WAS SHOT 7 TIMES IN FIGHT

K.G. allows 
hunters to 
use rifles in 
deer season
RANGE OVER FLAT TERRAIN 
STILL A CONCERN AS NEW 
RULES REQUIRE TREE STAND

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Eric Barnes runs 
a warehouse that’s 
filled to the rafters 
with crutches and 
piled to the ceil-
ing with aluminum 
walkers.

When he heard 
about a partnership 
that will send some 
of the items to peo-
ple in Ukraine who 
have been injured 
in the war, he was 

thrilled. Barnes is 
the administrator 
for the Equipment 
Connection,  the 
arm of the disAbil-
ity Resource Center 
in Fredericksburg 
that collects, then 
gives out for free, 
various types of 
equipment.

People who need 
crutches or canes for 
a limited time pass 
them along to the 

LOCAL MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
DESTINED FOR UKRAINE

SEE RIFlES, A10 SEE GERMANS, A6
SEE EQUIpMENt, A6

Man gets 
58 years 
in Spotsy 
slaying

Rhodes

SEE MURDER, A6
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topics and to exchange 
thoughts.”

What’s happening is 
Ukraine was at the fore-
front of discussions be-
tween the German visitors 
and their Fredericksburg-
area hosts. Pöltl described 
how his city of 22,000 res-
idents has helped the 500 
refugees who’ve relocated 
there and how the actions 
of President Vladimir Pu-
tin have struck fear into 
Germans, particularly the 
young people.

“This is the first war 
we have [had] next to us 
in decades. Our children, 
the young people, they 
fear because they didn’t 
realize that something 
like this could happen in 
their world,” he said. “I 
mean, it’s 400 miles away 
by car.”

His 17-year-old daugh-
ter shares concerns about 
climate change and COV-
ID-19 as well as war-time 
atrocities shown on the 
nightly news.

“She says, why have 
we to grow up in such 
a world?” he said to his 
American visitors. “I have 
no good answer. What 
should I tell her?”

While Pöltl may strug-
gle to answer those ques-
tions, he’s had to come 
up with a plan to help the 
Ukrainians, just as his city 
did in 2015 and 2016 when 
refugees from Afghani-
stan and Syria relocated 
there.

“And some of them are 
still there,” said Cindie 
Kelly, a Fredericksburg 
resident who’s part of the 
sister city group. “For you 
to take even more when 
you already have so much 
room taken up …”

“It’s difficult at the mo-

ment,” Pöltl agreed.
“But you do it,” Kelly 

said.
“Oh yeah, of course,” the 

German mayor answered. 
“We have to do it. No 
question about it.”

He said refugees receive 
money from the state so 
they’re able to have some 
semblance of a normal life, 
then noted that Ukrainian 
women, who are extreme-
ly grateful for help, im-
mediately ask what they 
can do.

“They want to work, 
they want to earn their 
own money,” he said, add-
ing that their children 
are uncharacteristically 
quiet. “Some of them don’t 
speak anymore. Then it 
takes two or three days 
and then it changes, they 
feel safer. It’s not [like] 
coming home, but they 
have a good situation [in 
Germany].”

Some of the refugees are 
placed in homes; others 
stay in hotels or sports 
halls. Countries through-
out the European Union 
have pledged to take in 
Ukrainians although it’s 
not always clear how many 
may be coming to a par-
ticular area—until they 
arrive, Pöltl said.

Schwetzingen and Fred-
ericksburg have had an 
informal relationship 
since 2009, then made the 
arrangement formal 10 
years ago.

As the Germans and 
Americans talked dur-
ing this visit—which also 
included visits to Wash-
ington, Mount Vernon, 
Jamestown and Colonial 
Williamsburg—they’re 
realized how many con-
nections they have with 
each other and beyond.

For instance, Doris 
Mullis grew up in Germa-

ny, met her husband when 
he was stationed there and 
now lives in Spotsylvania 
County. She returns to 
Germany once a year to 
visit family.

In addition, her son, 
Chris, is an Army major 
who was sent to Poland 
when Russia’s invasion 
began.

“I have family in Ger-
many who are extremely 
worried and for me, it is 
very personal,” she said, 
noting her son’s proximity 
to the fighting. “All we can 
do is hope.”

Kelly once hosted an 
exchange student from 
Ukraine, and she’s been 
able to check on the wom-
an and her family over the 
internet. Like Mullis, Kel-
ly has a son in the military, 
although she doesn’t know 
his location.

“It’s such a mix of emo-
tions that you experi-
ence,” she said. “It’s hard 
to put into words, you 
know? It’s just horrific 
what’s happening.”

Kelly said that as she’s 
talked with their guests, 
she was struck in par-
ticular by one comment. A 
German woman said she 
and her countrymen have 
come to realize “the Unit-
ed States cannot do every-
thing for us” in terms of 
being the only one to re-
spond to global conflicts, 
and that individual coun-
tries have to be prepared 
on their own.

T h e  G e r m a n s  a n d 
Americans agreed the war 
had brought countries 
across the world together 
to stand as one against 
Russia.

“It really has united us,” 
Kelly said, “and that has 
been a good thing.”
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com

GERMANS
► FROM A1

PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Rene Pöltl, mayor of Schwetzingen in Germany, 
talks to Doris Mullis during a downtown stroll.

DRC when they get better with the 
hopes someone else can use them.

“We have so much equipment, 
we’re literally bursting at the 
seam,” Barnes said, noting that 
he might get six or seven pairs of 
crutches a week and only hand out 
two or three sets a month.

When he saw footage of soldiers 
and civilians injured in the Ukrai-
nian war fashioning crutches out 
of sticks or other pieces of rubble, 
he was glad to learn the DRC could 
help. Debra Fults, its executive 
director, worked out a partnership 
with Embrace Foundation in New-
port News. The group is collect-
ing crutches, walkers, canes and 
diapers to share with Samaritan’s 
Purse, a Christian humanitarian 
aid organization which will ship 
the items to Europe.

“This was a perfect opportunity 
to get them the things they need-
ed,” Fults said, without having to 
incur expensive shipping costs.

Barnes, an Army veteran who 
was exposed to chemical agents 
during the first Gulf War, is 
thrilled that equipment from the 

Fredericksburg area “can make a 
difference to help someone stay 
on their feet” after being injured in 
the Ukrainian war.

“It’s a matter of being a good 
steward and sharing what the good 
Lord has sent us,” he said.

Barnes will load a rental truck 
Sunday with the equipment, in-

cluding diapers for children and 
adults, then head to Newport News 
on Monday. Someone from the 
North Carolina branch of Samari-
tan’s Purse is scheduled to pick up 
the goods on Tuesday and get them 
shipped to Europe, the DRC said.
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com

EQUIPMENT
► FROM A1

“DB” sent Rhodes to settle 
the debt.

Wallin and two other 
adults were on his front 
stoop when a silver Cadil-
lac went by slowly. Rhodes 
got out of the car a short 
time later and choke-
slammed Wallin against a 
door while holding a gun 
to his head. He also pistol-
whipped the victim.

During the ensuing 
struggle, Wallin, who was 
also armed, shot Rhodes 
seven times. Camera foot-
age showed that McD-
owney entered the scuffle 
for about eight seconds and 
shot Wallin in the back.

McDowney then drove 
Rhodes to the nearby Spot-
sylvania Regional Medical 
Center, where Rhodes was 
treated for life-threatening 
injuries.

During his trial, Rhodes 
testified that he was in 

Wallin’s neighborhood 
looking for a girl he’d met at 
a Fredericksburg bar earlier 
that evening. Prosecutors 
called that story “one of 
many lies” Rhodes told fol-
lowing the slaying.

Rhodes’ case was dam-
aged by information that 
came out after his trial.

Prosecutors learned that 
Rhodes picked up an at-
tempted murder charge 
while serving in the mili-
tary at Fort Hood, Texas. 
That charge stemmed 
from a disagreement at a 
bar, according to military 
records. Rhodes was ac-
cused of tracking the man 
down and shooting him in 
the chest.

T he  m i l i t a r y  l ate r 
dropped the charge and 
gave Rhodes a less-than-
honorable discharge. He 
left the military in 2017.

Defense attorney John 
Spencer  a rg ued  t h at 
Rhodes was an exemplary 
soldier and served in Af-
ghanistan.

MURdER
► FROM A1

PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Eric Barnes finishes inspecting a recently donated wheelchair  
at the disAbility Resource Center in Fredericksburg on Friday.

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A young Spotsylvania 
man has been charged 
in connection with a sex 
trafficking investiga-
tion that began with an 
Alabama runaway, court 
records show.

Christopher Wayne 
Sloan, 18, is charged in 
Spotsylvania with aggra-
vated sexual battery and 
contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor. He was 
arrested last week and is 
being held in the Rappah-
annock Regional Jail.

According to an affi-
davit for a search war-
rant filed in Spotsylvania 
Circuit Court, an inves-
tigation into a runaway 
14-year-old g irl from 
Moundville, Alabama, led 
police to Scarlet Oak Road 

in Spotsyl-
va n ia .  The 
Moundville 
Pol ice  D e-
partment and 
a  loca l  FBI 
special agent 
found the girl 
by tracking 

her phone.
The girl, who had been 

missing since March 31, 
was found with Sloan 
on April 2, court records 
state. That affidavit states 
that Sloan admitted hav-
ing sex with the girl after 
communicating with her 
on social media on both of 
his cellphones.

Police seized the phones 
and will search them as 
part of an ongoing investi-
gation into sex trafficking 
allegations. The affidavit 
did not state how the girl 
got to Spotsylvania.

Spotsy man charged 
in sex trafficking case

Sloan

By THE ASSocIATEd PrESS

LOS ANGELES—The mo-
tion picture academy on 
Friday banned Will Smith 
from attending the Oscars 
or any other academy event 
for 10 years following his 
slap of Chris Rock at the 
Academy Awards.

The move comes after a 
meeting of the academy’s 
Board of Governors.

“The 94th Oscars were 
meant to be a celebration 
of the many individuals 
in our community who 
did incredible work this 
past year; however, those 
moments were overshad-
owed by the unacceptable 
and harmful behavior we 
saw Mr. Smith exhibit on 
stage,” the academy said in 
a statement.

“I accept and respect 
the Academy’s decision,” 
Smith said in response. 

He pre-emptively resigned 
from the academy last 
week during the run-up 
to the meeting, calling his 
actions “shocking, painful, 
and inexcusable.”

Smith will keep the Os-
car he won after the slap, 
and he will remain eligible 
to be nominated for and to 
win more of them in the 
10-year period, though he 
can’t show up to accept 
them.

The academy also apolo-
gized for its handling of 
the situation and allowing 
Smith to stay and accept 
his best actor award for 
“King Richard.”

“During our telecast, 
we did not adequately 
address the situation in 
the room. For this, we are 
sorry,” the academy said. 
“This was an opportunity 
for us to set an example 
for our guests, viewers 
and our Academy family 
around the world, and we 
fell short—unprepared for 
the unprecedented.”

Academy bans 
Smith for decade
aCtOr CaN’t attENd 
OSCarS FOr 10 yEarS 
aFtEr ONStaGE Slap
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The Fredericksburg Sister 
City Association is teaming 
with local artists from varied 
backgrounds to create what 
seems like the picture-perfect 
fundraiser for Ukrainian peo-
ple devastated by war.

For the first time, those who 
partner with other cities across 
the globe are focusing their 
efforts on the same charitable 
event: an art auction and re-
ception to help provide assis-
tance for those in the war-torn 
country.

“The spirit of the sister 
cities has always been one of 
embracing other cultures and 
other nations and this is one to 
the max,” said Collette Capr-
ara, a Fredericksburg writer 

and artist.
She and her husband, David, 

are founding members of the 
Fredericksburg–Kathmandu 
sister city group, formed in 
2015 after earthquakes in Ne-
pal killed almost 9,000 people. 
Caprara saw then how people 

in the Fredericksburg area 
responded to the tragedy—
and organizers of the “FXB-
G4UKRAINE” event have seen 
the same willingness to help.

“It’s wonderful to live in a 
community that says yes,” said 
Betsy Glassie.

Motivated by “the terrible 
devastation caused by the war,” 
she and fellow Liberty Town 
artist Wendy Atwell–Vasey 
talked about some sort of city-
wide art exhibit. Atwell–Va-
sey mentioned the discussion 
to her husband, Craig, who’s 
president of the Fredericks-
burg Sister City Association, 
and he brought up the idea to 
the general membership.

“The whole group responded 
enthusiastically,” he said.

When he described the event 
at a sister-city potluck a few 
weeks later, people volun-
teered to help with the plan-
ning, secure donations and 
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.—Hur-
ricane Ian, one of the most
powerful storms ever re-
corded in the U.S., swamped
southwestern Florida on
Wednesday, flooding streets
and buildings, knocking out
power toover 1millionpeople

and threatening catastrophic
damage further inland.
A coastal sheriff’s office

reported that it was get-
ting many calls from people
trapped in homes. The hur-

ricane’s center struck near
Cayo Costa, a protected bar-
rier island justwest of heavily
populatedFortMyers.
Mark Pritchett stepped

outside his home in Venice
aroundthe timethehurricane
churned ashore from the Gulf
of Mexico, about 35 miles to
the south. He called it “ter-

rifying.”
“I literally couldn’t stand

against the wind,” Pritchett
wrote ina textmessage. “Rain
shooting like needles. My
street is a river. Limbs and
trees down. And the worst is
yet to come.”
The Category 4 storm

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Sta f ford County Publ ic
Schools this week took steps to
strengthen its partnership with
local elected officials by holding
its first legislative summit.

The School Board and Su-
perintendent Thomas Taylor
hosted delegates Tara Durant
and Phillip Scott—who repre-
sent the 28th and 88th districts,
respectively—at Mountain
View High School on Tuesday
evening formusic performed by
MountainView’sstringquartet,
canapés made by culinary arts
students and a discussion of
the school division’s legislative
priorities.
The School Board approves

a list of legislative priorities
every year, and Taylor told the
delegates he hopes to see these
prioritiesgain tractionthisyear.

BYCATHYDYSON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

As monkeypox cases fall
across the state and nation,
Fredericksburg-area residents
continue to call local health
departments for information
about testing andvaccines.
“If you are concerned that

you may have monkeypox, we
encourage you to give us a call
(and) we will walk through a
series of screening questions
over the phone,” said Allison
Balmes–John, public informa-

tion officer for the Rappahan-
nock Area Health District. “If it
is determined that you should
be tested,wecangetyou inquite
quickly,within 24–48hours.”
Anyone with questions can

call the local health district at
540/899-4797orcheckthestate
website at vdh.virginia.gov/
monkeypox.
This week, the Virginia De-

partment of Health announced
expansion of vaccination eligi-
bility to include people of any
gender or sexual orientation liv-

ing with HIV/AIDS or who have
been diagnosed with a sexu-
ally transmitted infection in the
past three months, according to
anews release.
Virginia has had 478 cases

and 21 hospitalizations associ-
ated with monkeypox, a viral
disease that’s part of the same
family as smallpox. While
monkeypox is rare and usually
resolves without treatment, it’s
also contagious. State health
officials say it’s spread by close
contactwith an infected person,

including touching skin lesions,
bodily fluids, clothing or linens
that have been in contact with
an infected person or during
prolonged, face-to-face contact.
Five people in the Rappah-

annock Area Health District,
which includes Fredericksburg
and the counties of Caroline,
King George, Spotsylvania and
Stafford, have been infected
with monkeypox, according to
state data. The health district
has administered 44 vaccines,
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WEATHER >>Global warming
increases storm severity. A10

SCHOOLS >> Poll: Most in Va.
approve of their local systems. A2

BYSCOTTSHENK
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

AWisconsin-based wa-
ter park company cleared
another hurdle Tuesday
when the Spotsylvania
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved an agreement on a
“gap” loan for a new park
in theThornburg area.
Supervisors approved

the loan agreement with a

5–2vote followingapublic
hearing, which included a
presentation on the state
programused for the loan.
Four people spoke dur-

ing the public hearing,
with one asking questions
about revenue and tax
figures, another support-
ing the project and two
speakers critical of the tax
incentives for Kalahari
Resorts&Conventions.
Plans for the resort call

for more than 1.38 mil-
lion square feet of com-
mercial space, a 267,429

square-foot indoor water
park, a 10-acre outdoor
water park, a 900-room
hotelanda156,278square-
foot convention center in
Thornburg, between In-
terstate95 andU.S. 1.
Supervisors approved

rezoning for the water
park in July in an agree-
ment that includes big tax
incentives for Kalahari,
whichowns four resorts in
other states.
The total estimated

value of those incentives

BYKEITHEPPS
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

A first-degree murder charge
against a Fredericksburg man
will likelybe resolvedThursday.
Jacquin Norman Davis, 45,

is charged with first-degree
murder and a firearms offense
in connection with the June
26, 2021, slaying of Chinonso
Ibe. The 39-year-old was shot
once in the chest during a dis-
pute outside Davis’
home in the 100
block of Welling-
tonLakesDrive.
Davis’ two-day

jury trial in Fred-
ericksburg Cir-
cuit Court started
Wednesday. De-
fense attorney Eu-
gene Frost is not disputing that
Davis shot Ibe, but insists he
acted in self-defense.
In her opening argument,

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Elizabeth Humphries said Ibe
was at his Spotsylvania home
that daywhenhegot a FaceTime
call from Davis. His girlfriend,
Leisha Garnett, told police that
she heard Davis tell Ibe to never
call his phone again.
Ibe, who had been drink-

ing and had what a doctor de-
scribed as a significant amount
of cocaine in his system, got
his then-pregnant girlfriend to
drive him to Fredericksburg. He

STATE PROGRAMWILL
NEED TOCONFIRM
DEAL FORWATER PARK

LAWYER SAYSMANACTED
IN SELF-DEFENSEWHENHE
SHOT, KILLED 39-YEAR-OLD

Stafford school
officials hold
summit with
state delegates

SEE SUMMIT, A14

Spotsy supervisors approve ‘gap’ loan for Kalahari

KALAHARI RESPORTS ANDCONVENTION

Kalahari has proposed a new water park resort
for the Thornburg area of Spotsylvania.

Locals raise monkeypox questions as infections fall across state

SEE KALAHARI, A6

SEEMONKEYPOX, A14

HURRICANE IANSWAMPS
FLORIDA, CHURNSNORTH

JOE BURBANK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

People in rain gear walk downOrlando’s International Drive as the effects of Hurricane Ian are first felt in central Florida.

SEE STORM, A6

Murder
trial is
underway
in city

Davis

SEE TRIAL, A14
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InsideUnited Nations demands 
Russia ends its annexations.
PAGE A4

Up and away
Air and Space Museum 
reopens.   WEEKENDER, INSIDE

A season is on the brink
The Commanders say Thursday’s game 
with Bears is a must-win.   SPORTS, PAGE B1

Culpeper 
reservoir 
gets new 
moniker

Hearing postponed for Spotsy development

Local art auction 
to benefit Ukraine

Cost for 
new city 
school 
approved

SCOTT SHENK
THE FREE LANCE–STAR 

The Spotsylvania Board of Su-
pervisors had to postpone a public 
hearing at Tuesday’s meeting on 
a proposed development with 770 
homes, townhouses and apart-
ments.

The hearing was postponed 
because of an illness. The public 
hearing has been rescheduled for 
the Oct. 25 meeting.

The proposed development, 
Village at Crossroads Station, 
would be built on the southwest-
ern corner of the intersection of 

U.S. 17 and Thornton Rolling 
Road, adjacent to the industrial 
park that includes the Virginia 
Railway Express station.

The Denali Capital Group LLC 
and Tricord Inc. are the appli-
cants seeking rezoning for eight 
parcels, totaling 115 acres, from 

rural industrial and commercial 
to residential townhouse, resi-
dential mixed-use and mixed-use 
low, according to the county staff 
report for the public hearing. The 
proposal includes “an affordable 
housing option.”

County staff and the Plan-

ning Commission, which held 
a public hearing in June, have 
recommended that the board 
deny the proposed project for 
several reasons, including trans-
portation planning and im-
pacts on commercial or office  
development.

Sister city group and 
artists join forces to 
help war-torn country

PHOTOS PROVIDED 

Tetiana Kadnikova, a Ukrainian artist who has continued to paint and exhibit, has two of her pieces in 
the Fredericksburg art auction to benefit Ukraine. Funds raised will be divided among groups helping 
with humanitarian needs.

Collette Caprara’s “Sunflower 
Symphony” is one of several 
pieces in the fundraiser featuring 
Ukraine’s national flower. 

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT 

Lake Culpeper, it is.
The Culpeper Town Council 

voted 5–4 Tuesday night to re-
move the name of a Confederate 
artillery officer as the label for its 
main reservoir, Lake Pelham.

Confederate artillery officer 
John Pelham, an Alabama na-
tive, died in Culpeper at 24 after 
being wounded in 1863’s Battle 
of Kelly’s Ford, fought in Cul-
peper on St. Patrick’s Day. The 
council’s decision to do away 
with his name for the lake ends 
a 20-month debate in the com-
munity.

Adopting the name Lake Cul-
peper would be “a great com-
promise,” Town Councilwoman 
Jamie Clancey said during Tues-
day’s meeting.

“It’s very representative of 
Culpeper as a whole,” Clancey 
said of the new name, which 
was proposed last year by Vice 
Mayor Billy Yowell. “Let’s meet 
in the middle.”

Yowell supported the new 
name again Tuesday night with 
his vote, but did not publicly 
comment. Also supporting the 
name change were council mem-
bers Travis Brown, Meaghan 
Taylor, Mayor Frank Reaves Jr. 
and Clancey. 

Voting to keep it Lake Pel-
ham were council members Er-
ick Kalenga, Janie Schmidt, Joe 
Short and former mayor Mike 
Olinger.

Clancey, a licensed clinical 
social worker who has lived in 
Culpeper for 15 years, and Mayor 
Reaves, a Culpeper native retired 
from law enforcement, have been 
primary voices in the fight for the 
name change. The thorny issue 
lay dormant for most of this year 
after the Town Council approved 
changing the name, with another 
split vote, in February 2021.

Reaves, Culpeper’s first Black 
mayor, did not comment Tues-
day on the issue, but voted to 
remove Pelham’s name.

The town will not change 
street or housing-development 
names with the Pelham moniker, 
said Clancey, who is serving her 
second term on the council. No 
one’s address will change, and 
Pelham will still be recalled in 
Culpeper, she said.

“There are other things in Cul-
peper representing Confederate 
soldiers and Civil War history,” 

Town Council votes  
to remove ‘Pelham’ 
from name of lake

ADELE UPHAUS
THE FREE LANCE-STAR 

Fredericksburg City Council 
on Tuesday evening approved an 
amendment to the budget for fis-
cal year 2023 to reflect $74.8 mil-
lion cost of a new middle school. 

“[This is] one more step in a 
very deliberative process. I think 
everyone can appreciate that,” 
said Mayor Mary Katherine 
Greenlaw after council’s unani-
mous vote to approve a first read 
of the budget amendment. It also 
approved a gross construction 
cost limit of $75.5 million.

Council held open until Oct. 
25—the next scheduled regular 
meeting—a public hearing on 
and consideration of the com-
prehensive agreement between 
the School Board and First 
Choice Public-Private Partners 
for the design and construction 
of the new school. 

Ward 2 representative Jon Ger-
lach made the motion to keep 
the public hearing scheduled 
for Tuesday open until the next 
meeting in order to give school 
division staff time to finalize 
portions of the agreement that 
could still affect the price and 
timing of the project, which he 
said is necessary but is also “the 
costliest capital improvement 
project in Fredericksburg City.”

Council members requested 
that a third-party review the cost 
of the project and compare it to 
other recent middle school proj-
ects in the state. This review was 
completed by the firm Downey 
& Scott and “generally validates 
both the cost estimates provided 
and the currently very difficult 
construction inflation environ-
ment,” according to city staff. 

“Downey & Scott ... pointed 
out that in their 40 years of doing 
estimating, this is the most vol-
atile period they have ever seen,” 
Gerlach said. 

Clauses in the comprehen-
sive agreement that dictate how 
each party will deal with price 
fluctuations and definitions of 
“Force Majeure”—which refers 
to unforeseeable situations that 
could affect project cost and 
timeline—are still to be worked 
out, Gerlach said. 

School Board Chair Katie 
Pomeroy spoke during the pub-
lic hearing on the comprehen-
sive agreement, stating that it is 
time for both parties to sign it. 
She thanked city and school di-
vision staff for “countless hours” 
of work and “constant dialogue” 
during the process.

Vote is first step to 
pay for increasingly 
expensive project

Please see SCHOOL, Page A6Please see CULPEPER, Page A6 Please see UKRAINE, Page A14
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do anything else they could, said 
Vasey, who is chairing the event.

So many artists offered numer-
ous pieces that organizers had to 
limit the auction to about 30 se-
lections, including photographs 
and oil paintings, collages, sculp-
tures and wooden pieces. Their 
estimated value ranges from $100 
to $1,200, and there’s a recom-
mended starting bid attached to 
each piece.

Sunflowers have become one 
of the ways people across the 
globe have shown their support 
for Ukraine, and the country’s 
national flower is well-repre-
sented in the donated artwork. 
Examples range from Caprara’s 
“Sunflower Symphony,” which 
has single flower heads reach-
ing up to a blue sky, to Eliza-
beth Seaver’s “Green Thumb,” a 
whimsical cat with a seed packet 
in its bib overalls and a sunflower 
looming over it.

Some paint a picture of the city 
sponsoring the event or represent 
the countries that are part of the 
sister-city partnership.

“Fredericksburg Sunset” by 
Laurie Watkins includes famil-
iar downtown scenes, including 
the spire of St. George’s Epis-
copal Church, and pink-tinged 
clouds in the sky. Atwell–Vasey’s 
“Snowfall” shows Fredericksburg 
rooftops under a light dusting of 
snow.

Paula Raudenbush’s “A Win-
dow in France” is a graphic sketch 
that shows “the romance of that 
ancient wall, the weathered shut-

ters, the subtle balance of just 
enough tone,” according to a re-
view by Kathryn Willis.

The mural that Cathy Herndon 
painted near the Fredericksburg 
train station and on a wall in the 
Italian sister city of Este, shows 
a dove with outstretched wings. 
She’s adapted the work, called 
“Columbia for All,” on canvas 
and has added even more in-
ternational touches: words on 
slips of paper that float around 
the dove. There’s the Ukrainian 
word for hope, imagine in French, 
share in German, grow in Italian 
and learn in Nepali.

The reception also will include 
work from Ukrainian artists and 
musicians. Traditional foods 
from Ukraine will be served along 
with samples from some of the 
sister cities in addition to wine 
and beverages.

All funds raised will be divided 

among World Central Kitchen, 
Save the Children and Doctors 
Without Borders, groups help-
ing with humanitarian needs in 
Ukraine.

Olga Bilyk is of Ukrainian heri-
tage and said it’s been “extremely 
painful to watch” what’s hap-
pened in the birthplace of her 
parents. She’s also been touched 
by the efforts of fellow residents 
of Fredericksburg.

“It’s amazing that the mayor 
and the Sister City Association 
have taken it upon themselves to 
help to whatever degree they can 
the Ukrainians who have been 
displaced through no fault of 
their own,” she said. “We thought 
we had evolved into more peace-
ful and different times but appar-
ently not.”

The current war is painfully 
similar to what her parents went 
through in the early 1930s when 

they fled dictator Joseph Stalin’s 
regime. He created a famine in an 
attempt to wipe out small farmers 
in the fertile country and about 4 
million people starved to death.

“We understand the trauma 
that millions of displaced Ukrai-
nians are going through right 
now,” she wrote in an email about 
her and her husband. “Our par-
ents went through much the same 
when they immigrated to Amer-
ica to escape Stalin’s wrath. We 
share in their proverbial Trail of 
Tears.”

After the online silent auc-
tion, there will be a live auction 
at the reception for other works, 
including ones donated by Teti-
ana Kadnikova, who continues to 
paint and sell her wares at an “Al-
ley of Artists” event in Ukraine. 
Her daughter, Ganna Anya Kad-
nikova, also studied art and has 
worked in fashion but never lost 

her love for painting, according 
to Willis, who provided commen-
tary about the two.

Ganna Kadnikova is married 
to an American diplomat and 
when the war started, she con-
vinced her mother to come from 
her home, in Dnipro, eastern 
Ukraine, to eastern Europe with 
them. She stayed a while, but 
when the daughter and husband 
returned to the United States, 
the elder Kadnikova went back 
to her homeland and resumed 
her painting.

Ganna Kadnikova brought 33 of 
her mother’s works with her, and 
after she heard from her brother-
in-law about the Fredericksburg 
event to help Ukraine, donated 
two of them, as well as one of her 
own paintings.

After resettling in Dnipro, her 
mother has joined with other re-
tirees to support friends whose 
family members are fighting for 
Ukraine, and to help refugees 
whose homes have been de-
stroyed.

She’s also “thrown herself into 
her art,” Willis wrote, focusing 
with a new passion on Ukrainian 
culture and displaying her work 
under the constant threat of 
bombs.

“We need to show the Russians 
that we are not afraid to continue 
to lead our lives, our Ukrainian 
lives,” Tetiana Kadnikova said to 
Willis.

More information about the 
event and artists featured is 
available online at fxbg4ukraine.
org.

cathy dyson: 540.374-5425   
cdyson@freelancestar.com  

ukraine-born artist Ganna anya 
Kadnikova’s “Tree of Life” will 
be auctioned during the event in 
Fredericksburg. 

“Fredericksburg sunset” by Laurie 
Watkins is one of several works in 
the benefit auction that depicts 
local scenes and landscapes.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

a replica of the well-known icon, 
“Of The Three hands,” showing an 
eastern Orthodox Madonna and 
child, is part of the auction. 

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Ukraine
From A1

MARCIA DUNN
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.—The 
world’s first space tourist wants 
to go back — only this time, 
he’s signed up for a spin around 
the moon aboard Elon Musk’s 
Starship.

For Dennis Tito, 82, it’s a chance 
to relive the joy of his trip to the 
International Space Station, now 
that he’s retired with time on his 
hands. He isn’t interested in hop-

ping on a 10-minute flight to the 
edge of space or repeating what 
he did 21 years ago. “Been there, 
done that.”

His weeklong moonshot — its 
date to be determined and years 
in the future — will bring him 
within 125 miles of the lunar far 
side. He’ll have company: his 
wife, Akiko, and 10 others willing 
to shell out big bucks for the ride.

Tito won’t say how much he’s 
paying; his Russian station flight 

cost $20 million.
The couple recognize there’s 

a lot of testing and development 
still ahead for Starship, a shiny, 
bullet-shaped behemoth that’s 
yet to even attempt to reach space.

“We have to keep healthy for 
as many years as it’s going to take 
for SpaceX to complete this vehi-
cle,” Tito said in an interview this 
week with The Associated Press. 
“I might be sitting in a rocking 
chair, not doing any good exercise, 

if it wasn’t for this mission.”
Tito is actually the second bil-

lionaire to make a Starship res-
ervation for a flight around the 
moon. Japanese fashion tycoon 
Yusaku Maezawa announced in 
2018 he was buying an entire flight 
so he could take eight or so others 
with him, preferably artists. The 
two men both flew to the space 
station, from Kazakhstan atop 
Russian rockets, 20 years apart.

Tito kicked off space tourism in 

2001, becoming the first person to 
pay his own way to space and an-
tagonizing NASA in the process. 
The U.S. space agency didn’t 
want a sightseer hanging around 
while the station was being built. 
But the Russian Space Agency 
needed the cash and, with the 
help of U.S.-based Space Adven-
tures, launched a string of wealthy 
clients to the station through 
the 2000s and, just a year ago, 
Maezawa.

World’s 1st space tourist signs up for flight around moon
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By yURAS KARMANAU
AssociAted Press

LVIV, Ukraine—Russian missiles 
pounded a military base in west-
ern Ukraine on Sunday, killing 35 
people in an attack on a facility 
that served as a crucial hub for 
cooperation between Ukraine 
and the NATO countries sup-
porting its defense. The barrage 
marked an escalation of Mos-
cow’s offensive and moved the 
fighting perilously close to the 
Polish border.

The attack so near a NATO 
member-country raised the 
specter that the alliance could 
be drawn into the fight and was 
heavy with symbolism in a con-
flict that has revived old Cold 
War rivalries and threatened to 
rewrite the current global secu-
rity order.

More than 30 Russian cruise 
missiles targeted the sprawling 
facility, which has long been 
used to train Ukrainian soldiers, 
often with instructors from 
the U.S. and other countries in 
the Western alliance. Poland is 
also a transit route for Western 
military aid to Ukraine, and 
the strikes followed Moscow’s 
threats to target those ship-
ments.

Ina Padi, a 40-year-old Ukrai-
nian who crossed the border 
with her family, taking shelter 
at a fire station in Wielkie Oczy, 
Poland, was awakened by blasts 
Sunday morning that made the 
glass in the windows shake.

“I understood in that moment 
even if we are free of it, (the war) 
is still coming after us,” she 
said.

Since their invasion more 
than two weeks ago, Russian 
forces have struggled in their 
advance across Ukraine, in the 
face of stiffer than expected re-
sistance, bolstered by Western 
weapons support. Instead, Rus-
sian forces have besieged several 
cities and pummeled them with 
strikes, hitting two dozen medi-
cal facilities and leading to a se-
ries of humanitarian crises.

The U.N. has recorded at least 
596 civilian deaths, though it 
believes the true toll is much 
higher, and Ukraine’s Prosecu-
tor General’s office said that at 
least 85 children are among 
them. An American filmmaker 

By JAMeS Scott BARoN
the Free LAnce–stAr

Although Saturday’s 
w i ntry weather  ca n-
celed plans to spruce up 
a stretch of State Route 3 
in Spotsylvania County 
dedicated to two young 

men killed in a crash there 
one year ago, relatives 
and friends still gathered 
that day for fellowship, 
remembrance and prayer.

Charlena Evans of Lo-
cust Grove, mother of 
Isaac “Hypeman” Evans, 
said the outpouring of 
support shown for her 
23-year-old son since he 
died last March is a reflec-
tion of who he was and the 

life he lived.
“Isaac never knew an 

enemy,” Evans said. “No 
matter what the situation, 
he pulled himself up and 
encouraged others. He 
was the Hypeman, that’s 
where his name comes 
from.”

Evans said although 
Saturday’s cleanup—part 
of a tribute to her son and 
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stafford man hopes to heLp CoUntrY, spread some joY

FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 
GATHER TO REMEMBER 
2 LOCAL YOUNG MEN

By JAMeS Scott BARoN
the Free LAnce–stAr

A North Stafford man has launched an online  
movie-themed fundraiser to help provide hu-

manitarian assistance to the people of Ukraine.
Todd McLean, who works as a government 

contractor, said the daily challenge he created on 
Facebook (#90sMoviesforUkraine) asks people 
to pick their favorite 1990s movie out of four 
head-to-head matchups and then make at least 
a $1 donation to one of several nongovernmental 
organizations that are providing direct assistance 
to Ukrainians.

McLean said the contest 
will run until an ultimate 
winning movie is determined 
out of the 256 possible movies 
he has in the rotation.

One of the recent movie 
challenges pitted “Anaconda” 
against “Trainspotting,” 
“Heat” against “Star Wars: 
Episode I, The Phantom Men-
ace,” “Any Given Sunday” 
against “Braveheart” and 
“Addams Family Values” 
against “A League of Their 

Own.”
McLean said he hopes the 

daily challenge will not only 
help the people of Ukraine, 
but will also give people a few 
minutes of relaxation and fun 
each day. He compares the 
effort to Wordle, a popular 
online game where there’s a 
new word to decipher every 
24 hours.

“It’s just something for 
people to look forward to for 

THE CHANGE to daylight 
saving time is not very 
hospitable.

It does more than steal an 
hour from the weekend. It also 
makes for darker morning 
commutes.

That’s a bad combination, 
especially when you mix in 
school traffic.

AAA said in a news release 
that “speed limits in school 

zones are reduced for a rea-
son. A pedestrian struck by a 
vehicle traveling at 25 mph is 
nearly two-thirds less likely 
to be killed than a pedestrian 
struck by a vehicle traveling 

just 10 mph faster.”
The time change also means 

a likely increase of sleepy driv-
ers behind the wheel, making 
for another nasty combination.

Of the 36,096 deaths in 
crashes on U.S. roads in 2019, 
drowsy driving accounted 
for 697, or 1.9%, according to 
the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration. By 
comparison, that year there 

were 10,142 alcohol-related 
fatal crashes, 28% of the total, 
and 3,142 distracted driving-
related fatal crashes, account-
ing for 8.7% of the total.

The drowsy driving prob-
lem is likely worse than those 
figures show.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, “these num-
bers are underestimated, and 
up to 6,000 fatal crashes each 

year may be caused by drowsy 
drivers.”

Either way, drowsy driv-
ing is a legitimate problem. 
But there’s a relatively simple 
solution: Sleep before getting 
behind the wheel.

A 2016 study by the National 
Sleep Foundation determined 
that sleep deprivation renders 
drivers “unfit to operate a 

Online movie matchup 
raises funds for Ukraine

Peter ciheLKA / the Free LAnce-stAr

stafford resident todd mcLean directs people to Ukrainian aid groups through his ’90s-movie-themed daily challenge.

Time change makes for drowsier drivers, darker commutes 
GETTING 

THERE
Scott Shenk

Events honor lives lost in crash

MArLo BrooKs

a roadside memorial stands near the site of  
a fatal crash on state route 3 in spotsylvania.

SEE ShEnK, A4

SEE hyPEMAn, A4

SEE MOVIES, A5

Russian 
airstrike 
escalates 
offensive 
OVER 30 MISSILES STRIkE 
MILITARY BASE IN WESTERN 
UkRAINE, CLOSE TO BORDER 
WITH NATO ALLY POLAND

SEE WAR, A5
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Stafford County resident Todd McLean is raising money for Ukraine through 
an online 1990s-movie-themed game he created. Players are asked to make 
at least a $1 donation to one of several nongovernmental organizations that 
are providing direct assistance to Ukrainians. With McLean, holding decorative 
Ukrainian bulavas, are his daughters Lydia (left) and Abbie.

a couple of minutes each 
day,” McLean said.

McLean said people can 
choose a movie every day 
for the duration of the 
tournament or simply cast 
a vote whenever they have 
time. But McLean urges 
people who participate 
in the voting to donate 
at least $1 toward one of 
the 14 charities he has 
listed, or he said people 
can choose their own or-
ganization.

“The whole idea is to 
give money to humanitar-
ian causes,” McLean said. 
“I don’t want [the money] 
to come to me. People 
make their donations 
directly to the organiza-
tions.”

After a contribution is 
made, McLean asks do-
nors to leave a comment 
on his social media page 
or communicate to him 
directly to report their 
donated amount and the 
charity they donated to. 
McLean keeps a running 
total and said in just over 
one week since the chal-
lenge began, more than 
$1,300 for 17 different 
charities has been raised.

“I was hoping we could 
get to $100 and we did that 
in a day,” McLean said. 
“I was hoping we’d get to 
$500, we did that in three 
days. I was hoping we 
could do $1,000, we did 
that in five days.”

In 2007, McLean was 
part of a Washington-
based international devel-
opment contract team that 

was working primarily in 
Ukraine and the Balkans. 
During that time, he spent 
two weeks in the capital 
city of Kyiv.

“It immediately fasci-
nated me,” McLean said. 
“The pride, the excite-
ment on their faces ... it 
was very inspirational.”

During his time there, 
McLean said he immersed 
himself in the city, its peo-
ple and their culture. On 
Aug. 24, 2007, he helped 
celebrate the country’s 
15th Independence Day 
from the Soviet Union.

“The people there are so 
resilient, they’re so proud 

of their independence,” 
McLean said.

After he returned to the 
United States from that 
trip 14 years ago, McLean 
remained fascinated with 
Ukraine, staying abreast 
of events there over the 
years, including the build-
up of Soviet troops along 
its borders in January and 
what’s happening there 
now. McLean believes 
since the beginning of the 
Soviet invasion Feb. 22, 
the people of the world 
have come to know, sup-
port and respect Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and the mil-

lions of people fighting for 
their lives in that war-torn 
country.

“There’s no reason for 
this to be happening,” 
McLean said. “They’re 
good people and they de-
serve anything any one of 
us can give to help them.”

The movie fundraiser 
asks people to contrib-
ute to UNICEF, the In-
ternational Committee 
of the Red Cross and a 
dozen other organizations 
McLean has posted at his 
social media hashtag.

“The reason I ask for a 
dollar is because I figure 
everyone can give a dol-

lar,” McLean said. “I’ve 
had people give from $5 to 
$200. Whatever they can 
give, fantastic.”

Jenny Morotin i ,  an 
eighth grade teacher from 
Gloucester County, has 
known McLean for more 
than two decades and al-
though she was generally 
familiar with his global 
travels as a government 
contractor, she didn’t real-
ize McLean had a connec-
tion to Ukraine.

“He l i f ts up people 
around him, whether its 
these [tournaments] on-
line or coaching or helping 
the people he works with,” 
Morotini said. “He’s al-
ways been such a good 
guy, so it doesn’t shock me 
at all that he would take 
the knowledge he has and 
spin it in a way that can 
benefit other people.”

Morotini said she do-
nated because she want-
ed to help the people of 
Ukraine in some way, but 
didn’t know how she could 
effectively do that in rural 
Virginia until the movie 
tournament began last 
week. Since then, she has 
shared McLean’s link with 
her coworkers at school in 
hopes they will contribute 
$1 or more.

“It’s reaching people 
that he doesn’t even know 
and that’s the awesome 
part of it,” Morotini said. 
“Every little bit helps and 
that turns into big help for 
the Ukrainians and it’s so 
great that I can be part of 
it. I feel like I’m helping in 
some way.”

McLean organized eight 
similar online events dur-
ing the coronavirus pan-

demic with his own so-
cial media contacts to 
help take their minds off 
the hardships associated 
with the pandemic. Al-
though he wasn’t seeking 
donations for any par-
ticular cause during those 
contests, his previous 
challenges asked his fol-
lowers to pick their fa-
vorite animated movies, 
songs, desserts or summer 
Olympic event in Tokyo. 
During the same time, 
McLean, who has coached 
youth soccer in Stafford 
for years, also organized a 
tournament for kids based 
on Harry Potter.

“It was just something 
positive to bring people 
together in the crazy, dif-
ficult two years we’ve 
had,” McLean said.

Shelley Chaput of Fort 
Collins, Colo., has also 
known McLean for over 20 
years and participated in 
many of McLean’s online 
tournaments during the 
pandemic.

“He did all of the match-
ups through the whole 
entire COVID [pandemic] 
and it was just a fun way 
to not think about all that 
was happening,” Chaput 
said.

McLean said this time 
he chose movies from the 
1990s “for no particular 
reason, other than movies 
have a broad appeal to just 
about everyone.”

“It’s not divisive, it’s 
something we can all come 
together on,” McLean said. 
“I don’t want to exclude 
anyone. If it brings some 
positivity, I’m all for that.”
James Scott Baron: 540/374-5438 
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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and journalist was also 
killed Sunday. Millions 
more people have f led 
their homes amid the larg-
est land conflict in Europe 
since World War II.

Talks for a broad cease-
fire have thus far failed, 
but the Kremlin’s spokes-
man said another round 
would take place on Mon-
day by videolink, accord-
ing to Russian state news 
agency Tass. Meanwhile, 
U.S. President Joe Biden 
is sending his national 
security adviser to Rome 
to meet with a Chinese 
official amid concerns 
that country is amplifying 
Russian disinformation 
and may help Moscow 
evade punishing Western 
economic sanctions.

The attacked training 
base near Yavoriv is less 
than 15 miles from the Pol-
ish border and appears to 
be the westernmost target 
struck during Russia’s 18-
day invasion.

The base has hosted 
NATO drills and a se-
nior official, Admiral Rob 
Bauer, previously hailed it 
as embodying “the spirit 
of military cooperation” 
between Ukraine and in-
ternational forces.

As such, the site is a 
potent symbol of Russia’s 
longstanding concerns 
that the expansion in re-
cent years of the 30-mem-
ber Western military al-
liance to include former 
Soviet states threatens 
its security—something 
NATO denies. Still, the 
perceived threat from 
NATO is central to Mos-
cow’s justifications for the 
war, and it has demanded 
Ukraine drop its ambi-
tions to join the alliance.

Lviv governor Maksym 
Kozytskyi said most Rus-
sian missiles fired Sunday 
“were shot down because 
the air defense system 
worked.” Those that got 
through killed at least 35 
people and wounded 134, 
he said.

Russian fighters also 
fired at the airport in the 
western city of Ivano-
Frankivsk, which is less 
than 94 miles north of Ro-
mania and 155 miles from 
Hungary, two other NATO 
allies.

NATO said Sunday that 
it currently does not have 
any personnel in Ukraine, 
though the U.S. has in-
creased the number of 
American troops deployed 
to Poland. White House 
national security adviser 
Jake Sullivan said the 
West would respond if 
Russia’s strikes travel 
outside Ukraine and hit 
any NATO members, even 
accidentally.

Biden “has been clear, 
repeatedly, that the United 
States will work with our 
allies to defend every inch 
of NATO territory and 
that means every inch,” 
Sul l ivan sa id on CBS 
News’ “Face the Nation.”

NATO has said it will 
not  send troops into 
Ukraine, but Sullivan 
said the U.S. and its allies 
have gotten “substantial 
amounts of military as-
sistance, weapons and 
supplies to the front”—
and that despite Russian 
threats of attack, they be-
lieved they would be able 
to continue to do so.

The city of Lviv, in west-
ern Ukraine itself, so far 
has been spared the scale 
of destruction unfolding 
to its east and south. Its 
population of 721,000 has 
swelled during the war 
with residents escaping 
bombarded population 
centers and as a waysta-
tion for the nearly 2.6 mil-
lion people who have fled 
the country.

Ukrainian and Euro-
pean leaders have pushed 
with limited success for 
Russia to grant safe pas-
sage to civilians trapped 
by fighting, though Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said authorities 
have managed to evacu-
ate nearly 125,000 people 
from combat zones.

Ukrainian authorities 
said more than 10 human-
itarian corridors would 
open Sunday, with agree-
ment from Russia, includ-
ing from the besieged port 
city of Mariupol, where 
the city council said 2,187 
people have been killed.

But such promises have 

repeatedly crumbled, and 
there was no word late 
Sunday on whether people 
were able to use the evacu-
ation routes. Officials said 
did say a convoy carrying 
100 tons of aid was ex-
pected to arrive in Mari-
upol on Monday.

The suffering in the port 
city is “simply immense,” 
the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross 
said Sunday, noting that 
hundreds of thousands of 
its residents are “facing 
extreme or total shortages 
of basic necessities like 
food, water and medicine.”

“Dead bodies, of ci-
vilians and combatants, 
remain trapped under 
the rubble or lying in the 
open where they fell,” the 
Geneva-based organiza-
tion said in a statement. 
“Life-changing injuries 
and chronic, debilitat-
ing conditions cannot be 
treated.”

The fight for Mariupol 
is crucial since its cap-
ture could help Russia 
establish a land corridor 
to Crimea, which it seized 
from Ukraine in 2014.

Meanwhile, continued 
fighting on multiple fronts 
heaped further misery on 
the country Sunday and 
provoked renewed inter-
national outrage.

In the southern Ukrai-
nian city of Mykolaiv, near 
the Black Sea, authori-
ties reported nine people 
killed in bombings. They 
said Russian airstrikes on 
a monastery and a chil-
dren’s resort in the eastern 
Donetsk region hit spots 
where monks and others 
were sheltering, wounding 
32 people.

Around the capital, 
Kyiv, a major political and 
strategic target for the 
invasion, fighting also in-
tensified, with overnight 
shelling in the north-
western suburbs and a 
missile strike Sunday that 
destroyed a warehouse to 
the east.

Kyiv Region police said 
on its official website that 
Russian troops opened 
fire on a car carrying two 
American journalists. 
The U.S. State Depart-
ment said Brent Renaud 
died. Juan Arredondo was 
wounded.

In the Kyiv suburb of 
Irpin, Ukrainian soldier 
Alexei Lipirdi, 46, said 

that the Russians “want 
to intimidate us so that 
we will not be calm,” but 
he and his unit remain 
def iant. As he spoke, 
smoke billowed from dis-
tant buildings and cars 
stood damaged or aban-
doned.

The city’s mayor said 
only about 10,000 of its 
60,000 residents remain. 
Many who stayed behind 
are the old or sick and 
those who are caring for 
them.

At a suburban hospi-
tal, doctors said 80% of 
their patients are civil-
ians wounded by shell-
ing. Patient Volodymr 
Adamkovych, his abdo-
men bandaged, said he 
was wounded when his 
home was hit. He spent 
the night in his basement 
before he could reach 
doctors.

President Zelenskyy 
also alleged that Russians 
were using blackmail and 
bribery in an attempt to 
force local officials in the 
southern Kherson region 
to form a “pseudo-repub-
lic” like those in the two 
eastern regions where 
Russian-backed sepa-
ratists began fighting 
Ukrainian forces in 2014.

Zelenskyy reported 
Sat u rd ay  t h at  1 ,30 0 
Ukrainian soldiers had 
died in the war. The Rus-
sians said days ago that 
several hundred of their 
forces have died but have 
not given a recent up-
dated count.

The war has repeat-
edly raised the specter 
of nuclear accidents, as 
fighting occurred around 
nuclear power plants. On 
Sunday, Ukraine said it 
restored a broken power 
line to the decommis-
sioned Chernobyl plant, 
scene of the world’s worst 
nuclear disaster in 1986. 
The plant was knocked 
off the grid last week and 
relying on generators. 
That ra ised concerns 
about its ability to keep 
spent fuel cool, though 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency played 
down those worries. The 
agency said the plant 
would be reconnected to 
the power grid on Mon-
day.
Associated Press journalists from 
around the world contributed to this 
report.
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VAdIm GHIRdA / ASSOCIATEd PRESS

A Ukrainian firefighter walks inside a large food 
products storage facility that  was destroyed by an 
airstrike on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine, Sunday.

dANIEL COLE / ASSOCIATEd PRESS

An older woman is reunited after arriving at the border 
crossing in Medyka, Poland, on Sunday. The war has 
forced more than 2.5 million people to flee Ukraine. 

By JAKE COyLE
AP FILm WRITER

NEW YORK—William 
Hurt, the Oscar-win-
ning actor of “Broadcast 
News,” “Body Heat” 
and “The Big Chill,” has 
died. He was 71.

Hurt’s son, Will, said 
in a statement that Hurt 
died Sunday of natural 
causes. He said Hurt 
died peacefully, among 
family. Deadline first 
reported Hurt’s death.

In a long-running 
career, Hurt was three 
times nominated for an 
Academy Award, win-
ning for 1985’s “Kiss of 
the Spider Woman.” 
After his screen debut 
in 1980’s Paddy Chayef-
sky-scripted “Altered 
States” as a psycho-
pathologist studying 
schizophrenia and ex-
perimenting with sen-
sory deprivation, Hurt 
quickly emerged as one 
of the 1980s foremost 
leading men.

In Lawrence Kas-
dan’s 1981 steamy 
neo noir “Body Heat,” 
Hurt starred alongside 
Kathleen Turner. In 
1983’s “The Big Chill,” 
again with Kasdan, 
Hurt played the Viet-
nam War veteran Nick 
Carlton.

Having started in 
New York theater, Hurt 
then returned to the 
stage to star on Broad-
way in David Rabe’s 
“Hurlyburly,” for which 
he was nominated for 
a Tony. Shortly after 
came “Kiss of the Spi-
der Woman,” which 
won Hurt the best actor 
Oscar for his perfor-
mance as a gay prisoner 
in a repressive South 
American dictatorship.

William Hurt 
dies at 71

FILE/ RICH FuRy / AP

The Oscar winner 
also appeared in 
several Marvel films.
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