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FOR TICKET INFO

BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

As conversations in 
school board meetings 
and government settings 
continue to dominate 
headlines and foster hos-
tility, a town hall was 
held to help inform folks 
of what is going on and 
how to get involved.

The Virginia Chapters 
of the Mid-Atlantic 
Region of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority Inc. and 
Virginia Association of 
Chapters of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity Inc. 
hosted a Public Virtual 
Town Hall meeting with a 
focus on “Educating Our 
Future (K-12) Through 
Equity & Inclusion” on 
Feb. 6 virtually on the 
Virginia Phirst Pham 
Facebook page and 
YouTube channel.

These incorporations 
are nonpartisan and 
invited different voices 
involved with education 
in Virginia to weigh in 
on the subject. Two pan-
els discussed Virginia’s 
current state of education 
related to their field. 

The first moderator, 
Traci Deshazor, former 
deputy secretary of the 
commonwealth, started 
the first panel discus-
sion on the hot topic of 
Critical Race Theory and 
why some have concerns. 

Dr. James Fedderman, 
president of the Virginia 
Education Association, 
said Critical Race Theory 
does not exist in Virginia 
public schools, and 
the term is being used 
to cause divisiveness. 
Students are only being 
encouraged to think crit-
ically when learning the 
truth. 

Dr. Janice Underwood, 
former chief diversity, 
equity and inclusion offi-
cer for the governor of 

Virginia,  also weighed in 
on Critical Race Theory. 
She said that is why 
people are scared of it, 
because they do not under-
stand it and are scared 
of looking uninformed 
or racist. According to 
Underwood, legislatures 
and teachers need to be 
able to define it and use 
it in a sentence, just like 
third-grade students with 
their vocabulary words. 

“Critical Race Theory 
is a legitimate frame-
work that comes out of 
the critical theory schol-
arship,” she said. “It is 
a research methodology 
at the post-graduate level 
used to examine the way 
systems of race and rac-
ism were legally used to 
create inequality in all of 
our systems in formula 
and formal policies and 
practices.”

When asked about how 
COVID-19 has affected 
the mental, emotional 
and educational well-be-
ing of students, Pam 
Croom, president of the 
Virginia Parent Teacher 
Association, brought up 
staffing and making sure 
essential staff is there 
for students and having 
mental health teams at 
schools. She also brought 
up that some schools 
have part-time principals 
who need to be full-time. 

Secretary of Education 
Aimee Guidera answered 
a question on Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin’s administra-
tion’s plans for education 
and approach to charter 
schools. During his 2021 
campaign, there was a 
great focus on education.

“We are focused 
very much on restor-
ing excellence for every 
single child,” she said. 
“Restoring also may not 
be the best term, because 
for lots of communities 
there hasn’t been excel-

lent education. And one 
of the things we are going 
to be spending a lot of 
time on is getting better 
about being transparent 
about which schools and 
which students are being 
well served and which 
ones are not.”

Regarding charter 
schools, according to 
Guidera, data has shown 
that not all students are 
receiving equal oppor-
tunities and hopes that 
charter schools will help 
performances improve. 
However, many of her fel-
low panelists disagreed.  

The panelists agreed 
that a big step in making 
a safe and good school 
is to have the communi-
ty involved and for those 
with and without students 
in the school system to 
be involved to make sure 
the best is happening for 
the students. Panelists 
encouraged folks to stay 
in the conversation by 
joining PTAs and being 
present, supporting teach-
ers, demanding ARPA 
funds to be used for edu-
cation and supporting 
genuinely helpful legis-
lation.

Before closing the first 
session, a viewer’s ques-
tion was presented to the 
panelists. The question 
asked how communities 
can assist teachers and 
schools to bridge the gap 
between school years. 

Fedderman answered 
that it is about community 
schools giving all the ele-
ments needed. When par-
ents are involved, there 
are less misconceived 
ideas pinning teachers 
and parents against each 
other, as collaboration 
breaks barriers and cre-
ates essential, meaningful 
relationships. According 
to Fedderman, this can 
happen in public schools.

“Children are like cred-

it cards; we can either pay 
now or pay later,” said 
Fedderman. 

The second panel was 
led by Da’Quan Love, 
executive director of 
Virginia State NAACP, 
and consisted of Virginia 
legislators and dis-
cussed education-related 
bills they have recently 
encountered. 

Sen. Mamie Locke of 
District 2 spoke about 
Senate Bill 1196. This 
bill would require edu-
cators who are seeking 
or renewing their license 
to complete cultural sen-
sitivity training to ensure 
that teachers are aware 
of the cultural differences 
of students in their class-
rooms. 

Delegate Briana Sewell 
spoke on the House Bill 4 
roll back efforts of 2020, 
addressing the school-to-
prison pipeline. This leg-
islation could hold life-
long consequences for 
students who could get 
something on their per-
manent record as teachers 
are pressured to over-re-
port incidents that could 
have a different approach.

Jeff Bourne talked 
about legislation for the 
state to properly fund 
schools. He talked about 
possible charter schools 
and how he does not see 
why they cannot invest 
more into the public 
schools instead of divid-
ing attention elsewhere. 

“There is a culture war 
going on, and our public 
schools are ground zero,” 
said Bourne.

The panelists agreed 
that they do not have 
any productive biparti-
san laws at this moment, 
as education is getting 
over-politicalized and 
many of these issues were 
present before COVID-
19. 

Underwood and 

Fedderman rejoined the 
panel as they discussed 
the final questions. 
One viewer asked why 
the title of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion 
Officer was changed to 
Diversity, Opportunity 
and Inclusion Officer. 

“I was told we want 
to be inclusive of all 
Virginians,” said Locke. 
“I said, ‘OK are you 
telling me that the word 
equity is not inclusive of 

all Virginians?’”
When asking for a 

definition of the two 
words and how they saw 
this working, she did 
not receive an answer. 
Underwood also respond-
ed that opportunity is 
what everyone wants, but 
equity is how to get there. 

To watch the full town 
hall or stay informed on 
future events, follow VA 
Phirst Pham on Facebook 
and YouTube.
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A Tradition of Excellence
419 WILLIAMS ROAD - SUFFOLK $224,900
3 BR, 2.5 Bath home in Nansemond
Gardens! Large kitchen, newer roof
& HVAC. FROG can be additional BR!
Leigh Anne Parks (757) 676-9790

WeGet Results 330 W Constance Road, Suffolk
home@choreyrealty.net

suffolkspecialist.com

757-539-7451

203 GROVE AVENUE - SUFFOLK $234,900
3BR, 1.5 Bath well maintained home
in Oak Ridge! HVAC recently upgraded,
new water heater, & convenient to Rt 58!
John Rector (757) 477-3485

1604 MOORES POINT RD. - SUFFOLK $219,000
2 BR, 1.5 Bath home on over a
half-acre with views of Chuckatuck
Creek! Fenced yard + screen porch!
Kristin Rountree (757) 639-1886

2955 LONGSTREET LANE $94,900
Beautiful open 7+ acre lot in
quiet rural community. Ideal spot
for building your dream home!
Robert Askew (757) 288-7126
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36 AC + 18 AC LOTS ON CHERRY GROVE ROAD
Gently rolling cleared land offering privacy &
wooded in rear. Gorgeous parcels for building
your dream home!
Thomas Moore (757) 334-7069
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416 York Street $159,900    
Duplex on large .33-acre lot. Carport 
& storage shed in rear. Excellent 
investment opportunity. Call Thomas 
Moore (757) 334-7069.

387 NC 32 HWY - Sunbury $139,000  
3 BR, 1 Bath country home on 1 acre just 
minutes from VA line. New roof, large front 
porch, & huge, detached garage/workshop. 
Call Robert Askew (757) 288-7126.

3663 Indian Trail $674,900
3 BR, 2.5 bath custom-built home on 13.4 
partially cleared acres. Open �oor plan with 
massive kitchen, hardwood �oors, private FROG, 
& more! Call Leigh Anne Parks (757) 676-9790.

27725 Garris Mill Road - Boykins $199,900  
3 BR, 2 Bath ranch nestled on 1.38 
private acres. Easy access to all of 
Hampton Roads! Call Billy Chorey 
(757) 539-7451.

203 Grove Avenue $234,900   
3 BR, 1.5 Bath well-maintained home 
in Oak Ridge. HVAC system totally 
upgraded, new water heater & more! 
Call John Rector (757) 477-3485.
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$41,631

Cheer Fund

Feb. 13
 $200 Clarence & Anita 

Riddick
$40 Anonymous
$850 Suffolk Business 

Women Inc.
$200 D.B. Bowles Jewelers
$250 Driver Contractors, Inc.
$1,000 Suffolk Business 

Women, Inc.
$25 Russell Wade
$80 Suffolk Chapter of Las 

Amigas Inc. 

Current total 
from donations: 

$41,631

BY MATTHEW HATFIELD
CORRESPONDENT

The pursuit of perfection 
continues for the King’s Fork 
Bulldogs boys basketball team.

Following a 76-42 triumph 
over city rival Nansemond 
River, the Bulldogs moved 
to 17-0 overall, marking the 
best start in program history. 
Previously, King’s Fork’s best 
start to a season was 9-0 during 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Rory Rockwood said she 
wanted her artwork, “Every 
Last Drop,” to represent the 
loss of all resources and wast-
ing them. Her Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy classmate, 
Kennedy Dryden, wanted her 
poem, “Shore Invasion” to 
denote shorelines becoming 
shorter due to global warming 
and sea level rise because of 
melting glaciers. 

The two seniors excelled 
at what they produced and 

earned best-in-show-honors, 
Rockwood taking the art award 
and Dryden the literary award, at 
the Sister Cities International’s 
33rd annual Young Artists and 
Authors Showcase, held after a 
year’s absence with the theme, 
Generation Rescue: Sustainable 
Water for All.  

Bruce Spiro, president of 
Suffolk Sister Cities, praised 
the roughly 150 students who 
created artwork for the show, 
saying it was wonderful to have 
the event again after a year’s 

Student artists focus 
on sustainable water

Bulldogs 
advance 
to 17-0

See ARTISTS, 9

See BULLDOGS, 7

See BOARD, 3

See TEACHER, 9See GRANT, 12

BY RACHEL AUSTIN 
STAFF WRITER

As many teachers reward 
their students with a gold star 
for a job well done, a Suffolk 
teacher received a green star for 
doing good work for the envi-
ronment. 

Each year askHRgreen.
org recognizes 10 teachers in 
Hampton Roads that go above 
and beyond to teach their stu-
dents to have a cleaner and 
greener impact on the environ-
ment. One of these winners is 

Suffolk 
teacher earns 

Green Star

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Rory Rockwood, a senior at 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy, earned 
a Best-in-Show honor in the Sister Cities 
International’s 33rd annual Young 
Artists and Authors Showcase for her 
artwork, “Every Last Drop.”

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Dominion Energy pre-
sented a $28,000 grant to the 
Historic Oak Lawn Cemetery 
Foundation that will go toward 
much-needed preservation work 
at the cemetery. 

A number of people, includ-
ing several foundation board 
members, descendants, City 
Manager Al Moor, Vice Mayor 

Leroy Bennett, Councilmen 
Lue Ward and LeOtis Williams, 
were in attendance for the Feb. 
9 ceremony at the cemetery, 
located on a corner lot behind 
the city’s Human Resources 
Building at 440 Market St.

“We’re honored to support the 
Historic Oak Lawn Cemetery 
in downtown Suffolk,” said 
Bonita Harris, director of media 
relations for Dominion Energy. 
“It’s important for us to remem-

ber and honor those who came 
before us, on whose shoulders 
we stand. Several local leaders 
and veterans are buried here, 
dating back to the Civil War, 
including Tuskegee Airman Lt. 
William H. Walker. They con-
tributed so much to our commu-
nity and our country.”

Hundreds of people are buried 
there, with some markers dat-
ing back to the 1800s. Among 
them are John W. Richardson, 

president of the Phoenix Bank 
of Nansemond, and Wiley 
H. Crocker, founder of the 
Tidewater Fair Association 
and Nansemond Development 
Corporation. Besides the com-
munity leaders, veterans who 
served in Vietnam, Korea and 
World Wars I and II are buried 
there. 

Reginald Dirtion, president 

Historic cemetery receives grant
SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Dominion Energy presented a $28,000 grant to the Historic Oak Lawn Cemetery Foundation Feb. 9 that will go toward much-needed preservation work at the 
cemetery. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Police escorted sever-
al people, including Chuckatuck 
Borough School Board rep-
resentative Sherri Story, from 
its meeting Thursday after not 

complying with a directive 
from chairwoman Dr. Judith 
Brooks-Buck to wear masks. 

The start of the work ses-
sion was delayed for 30 min-
utes as Story argued against 
a motion to remove her for 
not wearing a mask, and as 

several people in the council 
chamber of City Hall where 
the meeting took place argued 
with Brooks-Buck and told her 
they would not wear a mask. 
“Our protocol is that we are still 
under the CDC COVID guide-
lines that we have been follow-

ing,” Brooks-Buck said after 
gaveling in the meeting. “Our 
mitigation strategies are still in 
place. All persons who would 
like to be a part of this meeting 
must follow those CDC guide-
lines and our mitigation proto-
cols. All persons who are not 

wearing a mask must leave this 
room. If you want some relief 
from wearing the mask, (and) 
you’re not speaking at the mic 
… you must step outside.”

After that statement, a motion 

Board meeting delayed over masks
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City of Suffolk business licenses must be 
renewed by March 1st to avoid late filing 
penalty. Licenses may be renewed by mail, 
email or fax, or placed in the City Treasurer’s 
drop-box. Drop boxes are located at 442 W 
Washington St. (Municipal Building) and 
2000 Bennetts Creek Park Rd. (North Suffolk 
Library). Postmarks on or before March 1st 
will be considered timely. For more 
information, call (757) 514-4260. 

Susan L. Draper
Commissioner of the Revenue
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absence due to COVID-
19. 

“To have a theme that’s 
established on the nation-
al level and everyone on 
a local basis puts their 
heart and imagination 
into it, we’ve had some 
great representation at 
the national level,” Spiro 
said. 

Dryden said her poem 
came to her quickly — it 
took her about 10 minutes 
to write. She learned she 
could do it for extra cred-
it, and then after that she 
looked to make the poem 
rhyme, so she rhymed 
every two lines. She said 
it flowed easily, crediting 
her NSA English teach-
er, Kelly Jenkins, and her 
parents for having her go 
to the school.

“I go to the beach a 
lot, and I pick up the 
trash, and I’ve noticed a 
lot of animals and I’ve 
seen some dead sea life,” 
Dryden said, “because I 
also know a lot of peo-
ple that live there, that 
are being forced to move 
out due to flooding and I 
just wanted to highlight 
the fact that no matter 
what we do, unless we all 
decide to work together, 
we can’t reverse the issue, 
and it’s not just in the 
Outer Banks, it’s all over 
the world.”

For Rockwood, she 
originally visualized 
Earth as something dras-
tically different. 

“I wanted to visual-
ize taking every last bit 
we can from Earth,” 
Rockwood said, “and 
originally, the Earth was 
actually a hot dog, and I 
put Earth instead of a hot 
dog.”

Spiro said this was the 
right time for the event to 
return. 

“We just had to respond 
to the times,” Spiro said. 
“And this was the right 
time for this, and the kids 
were excited about it.”

The committee assis-
tant chairwoman for 
the Young Artists and 
Authors, MaryAnne 
Persons, said the judges 
were impressed about the 
talent on display at the 
city’s schools. 

“It’s why some catego-
ries have so many honor-
able mentions,” Persons 
said, “that they realize the 
work that goes in because 

of their backgrounds, but 
also recognize what great 
talent we have.”

The exhibit is on view 
through March 1 at 
the Suffolk Center for 
Cultural Arts, 110 W. 
Finney Ave. The exhibi-
tion is free and open to 
the public from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays.

Sis ter  Ci t ies 
International 33rd annual 
Young Artists and Authors 
Showcase Honorees
Best in Show, Art 

Award: Rory Rockwood, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Every Last 
Drop”
Best in Show, 

Literary Award: Kennedy 
Dryden, Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy, “Shore 
Invasion”
2D Mixed Media 

Honorable Mention: 
Gianna Rivera, John 
Yeates Middle School, 
“Balance of Water”
2D Mixed Media 

Honorable Mention: 
Christina Tabet, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Drip Drop 
Horray”
2D Mixed Media 

Honorable Mention: 
Danielle Schreiner, 
Nansemond River HS, 
“Mother Earth”
2D Mixed Media 

3rd Place: Lucy Morgan, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Mother 
Nature”
2D Mixed Media 

2nd Place: Kaleb Morton, 
King’s Fork HS, “What 
We’ve Done”
2D Mixed Media 

1st Place: Kayla Bennett, 
King’s Fork HS, 
“Destroyed Beauty”
 P h o t o g r a p h y /

Computer Art Honorable 
Mention: Ryan Nelms, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Water Level 
Zero”
 P h o t o g r a p h y /

Computer Art Honorable 
Mention: Charlotte 
Kruger, Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy, “Water 
Clock”
 P h o t o g r a p h y /

Computer Art Honorable 
Mention: Joey Brooks, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Oil Spills”
 P h o t o g r a p h y /

Computer Art Honorable 
Mention: Becca Duggan, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 

Academy, “Rising Waters 
and Temperatures”
 P h o t o g r a p h y /

Computer Art 3rd Place: 
Faith Paige, Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy, “Going 
Once”
 P h o t o g r a p h y /

Computer Art 2nd 
Place: Hope Garcia, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Divergent”
 P h o t o g r a p h y /

Computer Art 1st Place: 
Bradleigh Duman, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Does iit Even 
Matter?”
Paintings Honorable 

Mention: Camdyn Sutton, 
Nansemond River HS, 
“World’s Waters”
Paintings 3rd Place: 

Alli Walls, Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy, 
“Drought”
Paintings 2nd 

Place: Madison McVey, 
Nansemond River HS, 
“Raining Kindness”
Paintings 1st Place: 

Kyla Mazier, Nansemond 
River HS, “Connecting 
Hands”
Drawings Honorable 

Mention: Faith Hedger, 
Nansemond River HS, 
“The Girl in Water”
Drawings Honorable 

Mention: Lily Petry, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Still Waters”
Drawings Honorable 

Mention: Cameron Skiba, 
Nansemond River HS, 
No Title
Drawings Honorable 

Mention: Lily Fox, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Sun Touched 
Stream” 
Drawings 3rd Place: 

Max Dorsey, Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy, “Tick-
Tock”
Drawings 2nd 

Place: Ashanti Beale, 
Nansemond River HS, 
“Hands Protecting Life”
Drawings 1st 

Place: Emma Conrod, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “One in 10 
People”
Poetry Honorable 

Mention: Josh Morris, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “We Need 
Water”
Poetry Honorable 

Mention: Kyle Pfrang, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Finite Beauty”
Poetry Honorable 

Mention: Jacob Wolfe, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Climate 
Change”
Poetry Honorable 

Mention: Aubrey 
Conway, Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy, “The 
Air and the Seas”
Poetry Honorable 

Mention: Anne-Perry 
Harrell, Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy, “As the 
World Crumbles”
 Poetry 3rd 

Place: Marlin Price, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Element of 
Our Life”
 Poetry 2nd 

Place: Molly Leavy, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Element of 
Our Life”
Poetry 1st Place: 

Connor McGhee, 
N a n s e m o n d - S u f f o l k 
Academy, “Water 
Preservation”

Artists: Students examine ecology through art
Continued from page 1

Teacher: Awarded for work
Continued from page 1
Suffolk’s  Tonya Bangley.

Bagley teaches at King’s 
Fork High School and is 
the advisor of the Ecology 
Club that partners with 
the Nansemond River 
Preservation Alliance. 
She also is a Nansemond 
River Preservation Water 
Quality and Oyster 
Restoration Committee 
Member. 

“I’m so excited to 
receive this award,” said 
Bagley. “It’s not just me; 
it’s a group effort. I have 
a special team of students, 
teachers and communi-
ty partners who all work 
together to make these 
projects happen.”

With the Ecology Club, 
Bagley has her students 
do various projects, 
including oyster resto-
ration efforts and putting 
in a moist buffer at Sleepy 
Hole Park. She also 
equips her high school 
students to be able to go 
into the middle schools 
and teach about the 
watershed and other envi-
ronmental science topics. 
According to Bagley, it’s 
a win-win situation where 
the middle schoolers get 
excited about it from 
the older students and 
the high schoolers get a 
confidence boost in their 
knowledge. 

According to Bagley, 
this is not an award 

she got on her own. 
She acknowledged the 
many people who help 
her make these projects 
a success, including her 
principal, fellow teachers, 
the city of Suffolk and the 
parents. 

“What’s cool about 
the program is the parent 
involvement,” she said. 
“When students came 
for our oyster reef proj-
ect they brought parents, 
grandparents and nieces 

and nephews. It’s truly a 
group effort.”

Each recipient of the 
Green Star award gets 
$1,000 for supplies, 
resources or to fund a 
green student-driven ini-
tiative. Bagley plans to 
use the money to help 
fund an outdoor class-
room. This classroom 
will consist of a green-
house with various plants 
that the students will 
be able to take care of 

and learn from through-
out the whole year. This 
project was delayed due 
to COVID-19, but she 
hopes this grant money 
will make this project a 
reality. 

“We have a ton of 
support from Suffolk 
and King’s Fork,” said 
Bagley. “Everyone works 
together and gets along 
really well, and it’s a 
thing to be recognized. 
I’m super thankful.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Tonya Bangley, recipient of askHRgree.org’s Green Star Teacher award, mentors her students at the 
Nansemond River Preservation Alliance’s oyster reef.

Don’t miss anything 
that happens in Su� olk!

Catch the
Su� olk 

News-Herald 
on Facebook
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Hours: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8-5 • Wed, Sat 8-12

Walters Outdoor Power Equipment

                        

$13,199
NOW Z MASTER    4000 SERIES

Model 74020

$5,799
NOW

Model 75306

• 10 Gauge Fabricated IronForged Deck  
   & Bullnose & Front Bumper
• 26 HP Kohler 747cc w/Pro Air Cleaner
• MYRIDE® Suspension System
• Deck Li�  Pedal • Tool-less Oil Chance & Air Filter

$6,899
NOW TITAN®

• 10 Gauge Fabricated IronForged Deck & Bullnose Front Bumper
• 26 HP Kolher 747cc Engine V-Twin w/Pro Air Cleaner
• Deck Li�  Pedal
• Tool-less Oil Change & Air Filter 

Model 75316

Valid
Thru 
5/31/22

• 24.5 hp Toro V-Twin Eng
• � icker Steel Iron-Forged Deck 
• Lightning-Fast Blades
• Belts Reinforced w/ Bullet-Proof Material
• Front Step On/O� 

$4,499
NOW

Model 75760

TIMECUTTER®

60”

ZERO TURN MOWER - 60”

® 
HDX PRO XL 60”

• 7-Gauge TURBO FORCE Deck
• 35 HP Kawasaki FX1000 Engine
• Mow up to 12 mph
• Multi-Trac 26” x  12” - 12” Drive Tires
• Extension Spring Deck Li� 

Model 74054$11,699
NOW Z MASTER®  

4000 Series - 60”

• TURBO FORCE 5.5” Deep 7-Gauge Deck
• 25.5 Kawasaki FX751 (852cc)
• Mow up to 12 mph • Voodoo Trac Drive Tires
• Rubber Discharge Chute • LED Headlight

Walters Outdoor Power Equipment

MYRIDE® Suspension System
• Deck Li�  Pedal • Tool-less Oil Chance & Air Filter

• 10 Gauge Fabricated IronForged Deck 
• 23 HP Kawasaki V-Twin 726CC eng
• Smart Speed®
• Tool-less Air Filter • Deck Li�  Pedal

$3,699
NOW TIMECUTTER® - 50”

Model 75750

TITAN® - MYRIDE®

ZERO TURN MOWER - 60”

• Residential Living • Transitional Rehabilitation
• Memory Support • Home Health • Assisted Living • Hospice 

757-923-5500 | www.lakeprincewoods.org

BY JAMES J. LIDINGTON
ISLE OF WIGHT ACADEMY

The Isle of Wight 
Academy varsity base-
ball team suffered its first 
defeat of the season but 
otherwise continued its 
dominance of the Virginia 
Colonial Conference with 
three wins during the week 
of April 17.

On April 20, IWA played 
against its stiffest competi-
tion of the year to date in 
Walsingham Academy, the 
No. 1-ranked team among 
Virginia Independent 
Schools Athletic 
Association Division III 
schools. The Chargers lost 
9-2 at home. 

But Isle of Wight defeat-
ed Amelia Academy, 
Brunswick Academy 
and Richmond Christian 
School the same week.

Walsingham wasted no 
time in jumping on Charger 
pitching, putting four runs 
on the board before the 
home team could even bat.

After a lead-off walk 
by starting pitcher Trevor 
Mason, a two-run homer 
scored the game’s first two 
runs. Two more walks and 
a hit batsman loaded the 
bases, and another base on 
balls made the score 3-0. A 
sacrifice fly with one out 
made the score 4-0.

IWA dominated visiting 
Amelia Academy on April 
22, winning 15-0. Mason 
led the way on offense, 
going 3-for-3, driving in 
six runs, scoring twice and 
slamming two round-trip-
pers. Dustin Moon was 
2-for-3, scoring twice and 
driving in a run.

Trent Holland was 
2-for-3, scoring three 

runs; Christian Biernot 
was 2-for-2, scoring twice 
and driving in a trio; and 
starting pitcher Alex Holt 
went three innings, allow-
ing four hits and striking 
out four.

Jake Lineberry was 
2-for-3, scoring and driv-
ing in a run, and he ended 
the game with a walk-off 
RBI single in the bottom of 
the fourth inning, putting 
IWA up by an insurmount-
able 15 runs.

IWA ran its record to 
15-1; Amelia dropped to 
4-5.

The Chargers dropped a 
spot to sixth in last week’s 
VISAA Division II state 
poll. Division II is for 
medium-sized schools.

On April 21, IWA run-
ruled Brunswick, the No. 
2-ranked team in VISAA 
Division III, which is for 
small private schools. The 
Chargers won 12-4 in 
Lawrenceville.

Moon had three hits in 
four at-bats, and Jacob 
Chapman went 2-for-4 
with a run scored and two 
RBIs.

Moon was 2-for-2 with a 
double, scoring twice and 
driving in another two runs 
April 19 as IWA topped 
Richmond Christian 15-0.

Payton Shipman was 
1-for-1 but scored two 
runs, drove in two and 
stroked a double.

Mark Thompson went 
the distance for IWA, 
pitching two innings and 
earning the win, allowing a 
hit, walking two and strik-
ing out seven.

IWA’s varsity soccer 
team won 4-1 with two 
goals scored on penalty 
kicks by Parker Jones and 
Reuther Haden on April 19 

against previously unde-
feated Greenbrier Christian 
Academy.

Haden also had another 
goal as did teammate Paul 
Serna Alan. Senior goal-
keeper Bradley Davis had 
11 saves.

IWA hosted Brunswick 
Academy on April 21, 
defeating the Vikings 3-0 
at Nike Park with goals 
scored by Haden, senior 
Tyler Collie and Alan.

The Chargers are 8-0 
with four games left until 
state tournament play 
begins. Only two goals 
have been scored on Isle of 
Wight this season.

The Isle of Wight 
Academy varsity softball 
team has run its record to 
5-4, 4-2 in the VCC, with 
wins against Brunswick 
and Amelia.

The Lady Chargers 
defeated the Vikings 4-0 
on April 21 and Amelia 
18-0 on April 22. 

IWA is ranked third 
in VISAA Division II 
behind only Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy and St. 
Margaret’s School.

Coming up:
• Wednesday, April 27: 

Junior varsity softball at 
Southampton High School, 
4:30 p.m.; varsity softball/
baseball vs. Fuqua, 4:30 
p.m.

• Thursday, April 28: 
Varsity softball/baseball 
vs. Kenston Forest School, 
4:30 p.m.; JV softball/
middle school baseball 
at Kenston Forest, 4:30 
p.m.; varsity soccer vs. 
Greenbrier Christian, 
4/5:30 p.m.; golf at 
Kenston Forest, 3 p.m.; JV 
baseball at Southampton 
Academy, 4:30 p.m.

IWA sports roundup:
Baseball has 3-1 week

SUBMITTED MARY-MARGARET RUSS WELLS 

Isle of Wight Academy was the recipient of a grant from The International Paper Foundation that 
helped to provide funding for the 2021-22 Virginia Readers’ Choice Program for grades K-12. IWA 
participates in this statewide program annually in which students vote for their favorite Virginia 
Readers’ Choice book. Mrs. Williams’ second-grade IWA students had the chance to visit the Jim 
Stewart Library and cast their votes for their favorite book. Students pictured with their favorite books 
are, from left, Cameron Mintz, Jaxon Baer, Madelyn Grandy, J.P. Wright and Jackson Powell.

ticipants painting various 
pieces with deeper mean-
ing. For example, partic-
ipants will paint bamboo 
for inner strength and 
an orchid for humility. 
Painting these symbols 
helps the painters to enjoy 
the beauty of nature while 
looking inward as well.

 One of Cho’s note-
worthy students is an 

80-year-old woman who 
took Cho’s classes for 
five years. According to 
Cho, it was amazing to 
see the growth and skill 
that came from her work. 
Cho also worked with 
someone who brought 
their son with autism. He 
painted a pine tree that 
was later displayed in an 
art show. 

“It just shows that any-
one can do it,” she said. 
“Everyone is welcome 
to come and enjoy them-
selves and many leave 
with more self-confidence 
about what they can do.”

The class is $100 and is 
aimed for adults. Register 
or learn more at suffolk-
center.org/oriental-paint-
ing.

SCCA: Artist offers classes
Continued from page 1

BY RACHEL AUSTIN 
STAFF WRITER

Saying they were 
inspired by lessons on 
“civil disobedience,” some 
seniors at Suffolk’s public 
high schools are demand-
ing that a “wrong” be right-
ed. 

A long tradition for 
Suffolk Public Schools 
seniors is getting out a 
week early after they have 
finished their exams. At 
the beginning of the school 
year, the class of 2022 
was told that their last day 
would be June 3. However, 
last week, seniors say they 
were told their last day of 
school would be on June 
10, the same as everyone 
else and the day before 
they walk across the stage 
to get their diplomas. 

Feeling wronged, four 
senior girls at Lakeland 
High School decided to 
do something about it. 
Alexa Snyder, Savannah 
Stevenson, Hannah Bass 
and Maddie Truitt created 
a petition on Change.org 
in an effort to get their 
week back. Even though 
it started at Lakeland, 
the girls reached out to 
friends at King’s Fork and 
Nansemond River high 
schools who have diligent-
ly spread the word as it 

affects them all. 
“We want to show that 

we have been wronged for 
not having the same oppor-
tunity as other seniors,” 
said Snyder. “In our gov-
ernment class, we learned 
about civil disobedience 
when groups have been 
wronged, and my friends 
and I feel that we have 
been wronged.” 

The petition received 
nearly 700 signatures in 
only four days. Many 
comments from classmates 
and community members 
echoed support for keeping 
the senior tradition. Some 
comments validate the 
annoyance of such a late 
announcement and others 
point out that this senior 
class has already missed 
out on so much due to 
COVID-19. 

The week reportedly 
was taken away from the 
seniors because they are 
not having final exams. 
According to Snyder, the 
seniors last year did not 
have final exams but still 
got out a week early. 

“We applaud our stu-
dents for advocating 
for themselves,” said 
Anthonette J. Ward, com-
munity engagement officer 
of Suffolk Public Schools. 
“SPS made the calendar 
adjustment to provide 

staff with an opportuni-
ty for lost planning time. 
The early release every 
other Wednesday does 
this, which is why we can't 
give the seniors additional 
days at the end of the year. 
Students and the school 
community must remem-
ber that exams were elim-
inated, which also elimi-
nated the exam week, and 
we have 990 clock hours 
necessary for the Virginia 
Department of Education 
for accreditation purpos-
es.”

The students say they are 
still working with Suffolk 
Public Schools to see if 
their petition will carry 
any weight. They plan on 
meeting with Lakeland 
Principal Douglas 
Wagoner in the coming 
week to see how far the 
movement can go. They 
say they have also received 
advice and support from 
School Board members Dr. 
Judith Brooks-Buck and 
Sherri Story.

“I am happy to be a 
Suffolk Public School 
graduate and I hope they 
will look at our petition 
and come to a decision,” 
said Snyder.

Those interested in 
signing or learning more 
can do so at tinyurl.com/
SPS2022Petition. 

Suffolk seniors balk over 
end of tradition
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